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COMMON SENSE.

Of the Origin and Defign of Government in Gene:
" ral. With concife Remarks on the Englifb Confii-
ution. L

. QOME writers have fo confounded fociety with
S government, as to leave little or no diftine- )

- -tion between them; whereas they are not only
different, but have different origins. ~ Society is
produced by our wants, and government by our
wickednefs ; the former promotes our happinefs
- pofitively by uniting our affetions, the latter negs-
tively by reftraining our vices. The one encou-
rages intercourfe, the other creates diftin&tions.

)

‘The firft is a pattern, the laft a punifher.

‘Society in every ftate is a blefling, bat go-
vernment even in its beft ftate is but a neceffary
_evil; in its worft ftate an intolerable one ; for -
. when we fuffer, or are expofed to the faime mife-
ries by a governmens, which we might expe& ina
country without govermmems, our calamities is
. : heightened



4 INTRODUCTION.

ourfelves. Compliments as well as cenfure to in-
dividuals make no part thereof. The wife, and
the worthy, need not the triumph of a pamphlet;
and thofe whofe fentiments are injudicious,. or
unfriendly, will ceafe of themfelves. unlefs too
much pains are beftowed upon their converfion.

. The caufe of America is in a great meafure the

caufe of al! mankind. Many circumftances hath,
and will arife, which are not local but univerfal,
and through which the principles of all Lovets of
 Mankind are affe€ted, and in the Event of which, -
their AffeCtions are interefted.  The laying a
Country defolate with Fire and Sword, declaring
War againft the natural rights of all Mankind, -and
extirpating the Defenders thereof from the Face
of the Earth, is the Concern of every Man to
whom Nature hath given the Power of- feelmg ; of
which Clafs, regardlefs of Party Cenfure, is the

' AUTHQR

P. S. The Publication of this new Edition hath
been delayed, with a View of taking notice (had
it been neceflary) of any Attempt to refute the
Doétrine of Independance As no -Anfwer hath
yet appeared, it is now prefumed that none will,
the Time needful for getting fuch a Pcrformance
ready for the Public being confiderably paft.

Who
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Who the Author of this Produétion is, is
wholly umneceflary to the Public, as the Obje
for Attention is the Dogrine syfelf, not the Man.
Yet it' may not be unneceflary to fay, That he is
-unconneted with any Party, ‘and under no fort of -
Influence public or private, but the influence of
reafon and.principle. )

Pbtlzdebbia, February 14, 1776. -






INTRODUCTION..

ERHAPS the fentiments contained in the

following pages, are not yet fufficiently
fafhionable to procure them general favor; a
" long habit of not thinking a thing awrong, gives it
a fiperficial appearance of being righs, and raifes
at firft a formidable outcry in defence of cuftom.
But the tumult foon fubfides. Time makes more
converts than reafon. '

Asa long and violent abufe of power, is gene-
rally the Means of calling the right of it in quef-
* tion (and in matters too which might never have
been thought of, had not the Sufferers been aggra-
vated into the inquiry) and as the K— of Eng-
land had undertaken in his own Right, to fupport
the Parliament in what he calls Tbeirs, and as the
‘good people of this country are grievoufly. opprefl-
‘ed by the combination, they have an undoubted

privilege to inquire into the pretenfions of both,

.and equally to rejet the ufurpation of either.

: In’_the following fheets, the author hath ftudi-
oufly avoided every thing whichis perfonal among
) Az ‘ _ourfelves.
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heightened by reflsting that we furnifh the
means by which we fuffer. Government, like
drefs, is the badge of loft innocence 3 the palaces
of kings are built on the ruins of the bowers of
“ paradife. For were the impulfes. of confcience
clear, uniform, and irrefiftibly obeyed, man
would need no other lawgiver; but that not be-
ing the cafe, he finds it neceffary to furrender up
a part of his property to furnith means for the
proteftion of the reft ; and this he is induced to
.do by the fame prudence which in every other
cafe advifes him out of two evils to choofe the
leatt. Wkerefore, fecurity being the true defign and
end of government, it-unanfwerably follows that
) whatever form thereof appears moft likely to en-
fure it to us, with the leaft expence and greateft
benefit, is preferable to all others. .

In ordcr to gam. a clear and juft idea of the
'defign and end of ‘government; let us fuppofe a -
fmall number of perfons ‘fettled in fome fe-
queftered part of the earth, unconnected with the
reft, they will then reprcfcnt the firft peopling of
any country, or of the world. In this flate of
natural liberty, fociety will be' their firft thought.
A thoufand motives will excite them thereto, the
ftrength of one maa is fo unequal to his wants,
and his mind fo unfitted for perpetual folntude,
_that he is foon obliged to feck afliftance and relief
of another, who in hls turn requires the fame.

Four
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Four or five united would be able to raife a tole-
rable dwelling in the midft of a wildernefs, but
one man might labour out the common period of
life without accomplithing any thing; when he
had felled his timber he could not remove it, nor
ere it after it was removed ; hunger in the mean
time would urge him from' his work, "and every
different want call him a different way. Difeafe,
nay even misfortune would be death, for though
neither might be mortal, yet either would difable
him. from living, and reduce him to a ftate in
which he mnght rather be faid to perith than to

die. |
Tbus neceffity, like a gravitating power, would
foon form our. newly arrived emfgrants into foci~
ety, the reciprocal bleflings of which, would fu-
percede, and render the obligations- of law and
government unneceflary while they remained per-
fetly juft to each other; but as nothing but hea--
.ven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably
happen, that in proportion as they furmount the
firft difficulties of emigration, which bound them
together in a common caufe, they will’ begin to
relax in their daty and attachment to each other ;
and this remiffnefs will point out the neceffity of
eftablithing fome form of government to- fupply
the defe of moral virtue. -

B ~ Some
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Some convenient tree will afford them a State-
Houfe, under the. branches of which, the whole
colony may affemble to deliberate on public. mat-
ters. Itis more than probable that their firft laws
will have the title only of RecuLaTiONS, and be

. enforced by no other penalty than public difefteem.

In this firft parliament every man, by natural right,
will have a feat. '

But as the coleny inereafes, the public concerns
_ will increafe likewife, and the diftance at which the .
members may be feparated, will render it too in-
convenient for all of them to meet on every occafi-
on as at firft, when their number was fmall, their
habitations near, and the public concerns few and
trifling. ‘This will point out the convenience of
their confenting to leave the legiflative part to be
managed by a fele@ number chofen from the whole
body, who are fuppofed to have the fame concerns
at- ftake which thofe have who appointed them,
and who will ac in the fame manner as the whole
body would act were they prefent. If the colony
continue increafing, it will become neceffary to
augment the number of the reprefentatives,  and
that the intereft of every part of the cblony may
be attended to, it will be found beft to divide the
whole into convenient parts, each part fending its
proper number; and that the elefed might never
form to themfelves an intereft feparate from the
electors, prudence will point out the propriety of
v ' * . having
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having clections often ; becaufe as the clefled might-
by that means return and mix again with' the ge-
" neral body of the electors in a few months, their fi-
delity to the public will be fecured by the prudent
reflexion of not making a rod for themfelves. And
as this frequent interchange will eftablith a common
intereft with every part of the community, they
will mutually and naturally fupport each other, and
on this (not on the unmeaning name of king) de-
pends the firength of government, and the bappine/s
of the governed.
)

Here then is the origin and rife of | governmcnt
namely, a mode rendered neceffary by the inabili-
ty of moral virtue to govern the world ;. here too
is the defign and end of government, viz. freedom
and fecurity. And however our eyes may be daz-
zled with fhow, or our ears deceived by found;
however prejudice may warp our wills, or intereft
"darken our underftanding, the ﬁmple voice of na-
ture and of reafon will fay, it is right.

" 1 draw my idea of the form of 'govemmcht from
a principle in nature, which no art can- overturn,
viz. that the more fimple any thing is, the lefs
liable it is to be difordered, and the eafier repair-
ed when difordered; and with this maxim in
view, I offer a few remarks on the fo much
- boafted conftitution of England. That it was no-
ble for the dark and flavith times in which it was

- B2 crected
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eretted is granted. When the world wasover-run
with tyranny the leaft remove therefrom was a glo-
rious refcue.  But that it is imperfect, (fubjedt to
convulfions, and incapable of producing what it «
feems to promife, is eafily demonttrated.

Abfolute governments (tho’ the difgrace of hu-~
man nature) have this advantage with them, -that
they are fimple; if. the people fuffer, they know
the head from which their fuffering {prings, know
likewife the remedy, and are not bewildered by a
variety of caufes and cures. But the conftitution
* of England is {o exceedingly complex, that the na-
tion may fuffer for years together without being
able to difcover in which part the fault lies, fome
will fay in one and fome in another, and every po-
litical phyfician will advife a different medicine.

~ I'know it is difficult to ‘get over local or long
ftanding prejudnces, yet, if we will fuffer ourfelves
to examine the component parts of the Englith
conftltutnon, we fhall find thcm to be the bafe re-
mains of two ancient tyrannies, compounded with -
fome new republican matetials ’

Firft. -—The remains of monarchical tyranny in
the perfon of the kmg

Secondly.—~The remains of ariftocratical tyranny

in the perfons of, thc peers.
Thirdly.
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Tbirdly+~The new republican materials, in the
perfons of the commons, on whofe vnrtuc depends
the freedom of England

The two firft, by being hereditary, are indepen-
dent of the people ; wherefore in a conflirutional fenfe
~ they contribute nothing towards the freedom of the
ftate.

To fay that the conftitution of England isa union
of three powers reciprocally checking each other, is
farcical, either the words have no meaning, or
tbcy are flat contradictions, , '

To fay that the commons is a check upon the
king, prefuppofes two thlngs.

- Firf.—That the kmg is not to be trufted w:th-

‘out being looked after, or in other words,. thata
thirft for abfolute power is the natural difeafe of
. monarchy.

_ Smndly.——’l'h’at tf:e commons, b)i being appoint-_
ed for that purpofe, are cither wifer or more wor- -
thy of confidence‘than the growa.

But ag the fame conftitution which gives the .
commonsa power to check the king by withholding
the fupplies, gives afterwards the king a power to

check the eommons, by empowering him to reject -
theu'
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their other bills; it again fuppofes that the king is
wifer.than thofe whom it has already fuppofed to
be wifer than him. A mere abfurdity !

There is fomething exceedingly ridiculous in
the compofition of monarchy; it firft excludes a .
man from the means of information, yet empowers
him to aét in cafes where the higheft judgment is
required. The fate of a king fhuts him from the

~world, yet the bufinefs of a king requires him to

know it thoroughly ; wherefore the different parts,
unnaturally oppofing and deftroying each other,
prove the whole charatter to be abfurd and ufelefs.

Some writers have explained-the Englith con-
" ftitution thus; -the king, fay they, is one, the peo-
~ ple another; the peers are an houfe in behalf of
the king; the commons in behalf of the people;
but this hath all the diftinGtions of an houfe di-
vided againft itfelf; and though the expreflions be
pleafantly arranged, yet. when examined they
. appear idle and ambiguous; and it will always
happen, that the niceft conftrution that words -
ate capable of, when applied to the defcription of
fome thing which either cannot exift, oris too in- °
comprehenfible to be within the compafs of de--
fcription, will be words of found only, and though
they may amufe the ear, they cannot inform the
mind, for this explanation includes a previous

queftion, viz. How came the king by a power which
the
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the people are afraid totruft, and always obliged 1o
check 2 Such a power could not be the gift of a
wife people, neither can any power, wbhich needs
'cbeckmg. be from God ; yet the provifion, which
the conftitution makes, fuppofes fuch a power to
exift. '

But the provifion is unequal to the tafk; the
means cither cannot or will not accomplith the
end, and the whole affair is a fels de fe; for as
the greater weight will always carry up the lefs,
and as all the wheels of a machine are put in mo-
tion by one, it only remains to know which power
in the conftitution has the moft weight, for thae
will govern ; and though the others, or a part of
them, may clog, or, as the phrafe is, check the ra- -
pxdlty of its motion, yet fo long as they cannot
ftop it, their endeavours ‘will be ineffetual ; -the
firft moving power will at laft have its way, and
what it wants in {peed is fupplied by time. .

That the crown is this overbearing part in the °
-Englifh conftitution needs not be mentioned, and
that it derives its whole confequence merely from
being the giver of places and penfions is felf-evi-
dent, wherefore, though we have been wife enough
to thut and lock a door againft abfolute monarchy,
we at the fame time have been foolifh enough to
put the crown in poffeffion of the key.

Thc

e ——————r >~ L A L A (R VST N TR Y2 e et e Ao gmene . Shmmaa e
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The prejudice of Englifhmen in favour of their -
“own government by king, lords, and commons,
atifes as much or more from national pride than
reafon. Individualsare undoubtedly fafer in Eng-
land than in fome other countries, but the will of
the king is as much the Jaw of the land in Britain
as in France,” with this difference, that inftead of
proceeding dire¢tly from his mouth, it is handed to
" the people under the more formidable fhape of an
a@ of parliament. For the fate of Charles the'
Firft, hath only made kings more fubtle—not
more juft. Y T

Wherefore, laying afide all national pride and
prejudice in favour of modes and forms, the plain
~truth is, that it is wholly owing to the conflitution of
‘the people, and not 1o the confiitution of the government
that the crown is not as oppreﬂive in England as
in Turkey.

An inquiry into the coaﬁuatzonal errors in the
Englith form of government is at this time highly-
neceffary ; for as we are never in a proper conditi-
on'of doing juftice to others, while we continue
under the influence of fome leadmg partiality, fo
- neither are we capable of doing it to ourfelves
while we remain fettered by any obftinate preju-
dice. And as a man, who is attached to a profti-
tute, is unfitted to choofc or judge of a wife, fo
any. prcpoﬂ'eﬂion in favour of a rotten conftitution

. [N G f
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of government will difable us from dzﬁ:ernmg a
good one.

Of MoxarcrY and HEREDITARY Succession.

ANKIND being originally équals in.

the arder of creation, thc'e'q'uality could
only be deftroyed by fome fubfequent. circum-
ftance ; the diftinctions of rich and poor, may in
a great meafure be accounted for, and ‘that with-
out having recourfe to the larfh, - ill-founding
names of oppreflion and avarice.  Oppreffion is
_often the. confequence, but feldom: ot never the
- means of riches; and though averice will preferve

" a man from bemg aeceflitoufly poor, . it. geaerally

makcs him too tamorous to be wcalzby,

But thcre is another and greater dx&m&non for
which no truly natural or religious..reafon can be
-affigned, and that is, the dlﬁmé’tnon of men into
KiNcs and SusjecTs. Male and female are the
diftinctions of nature, good and bad “the diftinc-
tions of heaven; but how a race of men came into
the world fo exalted above the reft, and dtﬁ:mgmlh-
ed like fome new fpecies, is worth enquifing into,
.and whether they are the means of happmefs or of
mifery to mankmd

c o ‘ 'hl
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In the easly ages of the world, according to the
fcripture chronology, there were no kings; the
confequenceof which was there were no wars; it
is the pride of kings which throw mankind into
confufion. Holland without a king hath enjoyed
more peace for this laft century than any of the
monarchial goyernmenta in Europe. Antiquity
favors the fame remark ; for the quiet and rural
lives of the firit patriarchs hath a happy fomething
in them, which vanithes away when we come to
the hiftory of jewilh royalty.

. Government by kings was- firkt introduced into
the world by the Heathens, from whom the chil-
dren of Hrael copied the cuftom. It was the moft
profperous invention the Devil ever fet on foot
- for the promotion of . idolatry. The Heathens

paid divine honors to their deceafed kings, and the
“chriftian world hath improved on the plan by
_domg the fame to their living ones. How impious
is the title of . facred majofly apphed to a werm,
who in. thc midft of his fplendor is cmmblmg in-
to duft.. :

As the exa]ting one man fo greatly above the
reft cannot be juftified on the equal rights of na<
ture, fo neither canit be defended on the authori-
‘ty of feripture; for the will of the Almighty, as
declared by Gideon and the prophet Samuel, ex- -
prefsly difapproves of government by kings.  All
. . anti-
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anti-monarchial parts of (cripture have been very
fmoothly glofled over in monarchil, povernments,
but they undoubtedly merit the attention of
countries ‘which have their governments yet to
form. “ Remder - unto Cefur the things which are
Cefar's” is the fcriptural 'doctrine of courts, yet it
isno fupport of . monarchial government, for the
Jews at that time were without a)_;ipg, andina -
ftate of vaflalage to the. Romans. = .

. Near three thoufand years paffed away from the
Mofaic account of the creation, till the Jews-under
_ amational delufion requefted a king. ‘Till then
their form of government {exceptin extraordinary -
caies, where the Almighty -interpofed) was a kind
of republic adminiftered-by 4 judge and the ¢lders
of the tribes. Kings they-had mone, and it was
held finful to acknowledge any being under that
title but the Lord of Hofts. And when a man fe-
rioufly refleéts on the idolatrous homage which is
-paid to the perfons of Kings, he need not wonder,
that the Almighty, ever jealous of his honor,
" fthould difapprove of a form of government which
fo impioufly invades the prerogative of heaven.

Monarchy is ranked im feripture as one of the
fins of the Jews, for which a curfe in referve is
denounced againft them. - The hiftory ' of “that

tranfaction is worth attending to.

Cz - " The

S TN
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The children of Hrael being opprefled by the
Midianites, Gideon marched againft them with a
{rhall army, and viory thro’ the divine interpo-
fition, decided in his favour. The Jews elate
with fuccefs, and attributing it .to the generalfhip
of Gideon, propofed making him a king, faying
Rule thou over us, thou and thy fon and 1by fow's fon.
Here was temptation in. its falleft extent; not a
kingdom only, but an hereditgry one, but Gideon
in the piety of his foul replied, J will not rule over
you, neitber fball my fon rule over you, T LorD
'SHALL RULE OVER You. Wordsneed not be more
explicit; Gideon doth not decline the honor but de-
nieth their right to give it; neither doth he compli-
ment them with . invented declarations of his
thanks, but in the pofitive file of a prophet charges
them with difaffe@ion to their proper fovereign,
" the King of Hedven

About one hundred and thmy years after this,
they fell again into the fame error. The hankenng
which the jews had for the idofatrous cuftoms of
the Heathens, is fomething exceedmgly umaccount-
able; but fo it was, that laying hold of the mifcon-
du@ of Samuel’s two fons, who were entrufted
with fame {ecular concerris, they came in an abrupt
and clamourous ‘manner to Samuel, faying, Bebold
thou art old, and thy fons walk mot in thy ways, mow
make u3 a king to judge us like all the osher nations, And

_hcre we cannot but obferve that their motives
were
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were bad, viz. that they mlght be like unto other
natlons,n e. the Heathens, whereas their true glo-
ry Jaid in being as much unlike _them as pofiible.
But the thing difpleafed Samuel when they fard, give
us a king. 1o judge us ; and Samuel prayed unmto the
Lord, and 1b¢ Lord faid unto Samssel, Hearken unto
the woice of the people in all_that ibey- fay unto thee,
Sor they, bave not rejected thee, bus they bave rejecled
.mey, THAT | SHOULD NOT 'REIGN OVER THEM.
Acoording 10 all the works which they bave dme fince
the'day thas I brought them up out of Egypt, eves umto
this day ; wherewith - they bave forfaken me and ferved
other Gods ; fo do they alfo unto thee. Now therefore .
bearken unto their voice, bowbeit, pcoteﬁ_ Jolemnly unto
them and fbew them the manner of the king that fball
reign over them, i. ¢. not of any particular king, but
the general manner of the kings of the earth,
“whom Ifrael was fo eagerly copying: after. And-
notwithftanding the great diftance of time and
- difference  of manners, the charater is ftill ia
fathion, And Samuel told all the wrds of t1he Lord
sunto the people, that afked of bim a king. Andbe
Jaid, Tbis Jfball.be the manner of the king that fball
reggn over yous be will 1ake- your fons and appoint
them for bimfelf for kis chariots, and 1o be bis horfe-
men, and fome fball run before bis chariors (this de- -
fcription agrees with the prefent mode of impref-
fing men) and be will appoint bim captains over thou-
Jands and captains over fifties, and will fet them to ear
lm ground and 10 reap bis barvef, ‘and 10 make bis in-
- Srruments
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Jrruments of war, . and infiruments of bis chariots 3 and
be wrll 1ake your daughters 10 be. confelbionarses and o
be cooks and 10 be bakers (this defcribes the expence
and uxury as well as the oppreflion of kings) ewd
be will take your fids and your ohive yards, even-the
beft of - them,. and .give them o bis fervamiss and be

" vuill take the denth of your feed, awdd of your vineyards,

and give them 19 bis officers andy bis férvants(by which
we fee that bribery, corruption, and favoritifm
are the ftanding vices of Kings) and be will take the
senth of your men fervants, and ysur maid fervants, m&
your goodlich young men and your affes, and put them
10 bis works and b will take the tewth o your fheep, and
ye foall be bis fervants; and ye fball cry out in that day

 Becaufe of your ‘king which ‘ye fball-bave chefen, aND

‘TRE LORD WiLL NOT HEAR YOU IN THAT DAY.”
This accounts for the continuation of monarchy;
neither do tle charaters of the few ‘good kings
which have lived fince, either fanéify the title, or
blot out the finfulnefs of the origin; the high en-

" comium given of David takes no notice of him

officially as a king, but only as a man after God’s
own heart. Nevershelefs the People refufed 1o obey
the voice of Samuel, and they faid, Nay, but we will
bave a king over us, that we may be like all the natioms,
and that our king may judge us, and go out before us
and fight -our bastles. Samuel continued to rexfon
with them, but to no.purpoft; he fet before:them
their ingratitude, ‘but all would not avail; and

T o feeing
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fecing them fully bent on their -folly he cried out,

Fwill call umta the Lord, and be fball fend thunder

.and rais (which then was a punifhment, being in

the time of wheat harvelt) tbat ye may percsive and

© fee that your wickednefs is ‘great which ye bave done 11

the fight of the Lord, 1n ASKING YOU A KING.

So Samuel called unto the Lord, and-ths Lord fent

thunder and rain that- day, and all the people greatly

“feared the Lord and Samusl. And all the people faid
unto Samuel, Pray for thy Jervants unto the Eord thy .

God that we die -mst, for WE HAVE ADDED UNTO
OUR SINS THIS EVIL, TO ASK A KING. Thefe
portions of fcripture are directand pofitive! They
admit of no equivocal conftruttion. That. the
Almighty hath hete entered his proteft againft mo-
narchial government is truey or the fcripture is
falfe. And a man hath good . reafon _to believe
that there is a8 much of king-craft, as prieft-craft

“in withholding - the. fcripture. from the public in

Poprfh countries. -For monarchy ia every inftance

' ts the Popery of government,

"I’o the evil of monarchy we have added that of

“hereditary facceffion ; and as the firft is 2 degrada-
- tion and- leflening of ourfelves, fo-the fecond,;

claimed as a matter of right, is ar infult and an
impofition on- pofterity. For all men being original-
}y equals, no ene by birth could have a right to fet
up his-own family in perpetual preference to ait

others for ever, and though hlmfc‘f might deferve

JSome



Y = YT TR TN, -

-

24 COMMON SENSE.

" fome decent degrees of honors of his cotcmporancs,
yeét his defcendants might be far too unworthy o’
inherit them. One of the ﬂ;:ongeft natural proofs

~ of the folly of hereditary right in kings, is, that

Bature d:fapprovcs it, otherwife (he would not fo
frequently turn it into ridicule by giving mankind
an afs for a lisn.

Secondly, as no rhan at firft could poflefs any
other public honors than were beftowed upon him,
fo the givers of thofe honors could have no power
to give away the right of pofterity, and though
they might fay * We choofe you_for our head,”
they could not, witheut manifeit injuttice to their
children, fay ¢ that your children and your chil-

“dren’s children fhall reign over oars for ever.” Be-

caufe fuch an unwife, unjuft, unnatural com-
pact might (perhaps) in the next fucceflion put
them under the government of a rogue or a fool.
Moft wife men, in their private fentiments, have
ever treated hereditary right with contempt ; yet
itis one of thofe evils, which when once eftablifh-
ed is not eafily removed ; many fubmit from fear,
others from fuperftition, and the more péwerful
“part fhares with the king the plunder of the reft.

This is fuppofing the prefent race of kings in,
the . world to ;have had an honourable origin;
whereas it is more than probable, that could we
take off the dark covenng of antiquity, and trace

. thcm
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them to their firlt rife, that we fhould find the

firlt of them nothing better than the principal
ruffian of fome reftlefs gang, whofe favage man-
ners or pre-eminence in fubtility obtained him the
title of chief among plunderers; and who by in-
creafing in power, and extending his depredations,
over-awed the quiet and defencelefs to purchafe
their fafety by frequent contributions. Yet his
_eletors could have no idea of giving hereditary
right to his defcendants, becaufe fucha perpetual
- exclufion of themfelves was incompatible with the

free and unreftrained principles they profefled to-

live by. " Wherefore hereditary fucceffion in the
early ages of monarchy could not take place as a

matter of claim, but as fomething cafual or com-
" plimental ; but as few or no records were extant in
thofe days, and traditionary hiftory ftuffed with
fables, it was very eafy after the lapfe of a few
generations to trump up fome fuperttitious tale,
convcmcntly timed, Mahomet like, to cram here-
ditary right down the throats of the vulgar. Per-
haps: the diforders which threatened or feemed to
threaten on the deceale of a leader and the choice
'+ of anew one (for eleftions among ruffians could
not be very orderly) induced many at firft to favor
hereditary pretenfions; by which means it hap-
pened, as it hath happened fince, that what at firft
was fubmitted to as a convenience, was afterwards
claimed as a right. :

D " . England,
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England, fince the conqueft, hath known fome
few good monarchs, but groaned beneath a -much
larger number of bad ones, yet no man in his fen-
fes can fay that their claim under William the
Conqueror is a very honorable onc. A French
baftard landing with an armed banditti, and efta-
blithing himfelf king of England againft the con=
fent of the natives, is in plain terms a very paltry
rafcally original.—It certainly hath ne divinity in
it.  However, it is needlefs to fpend mucti time
in expofing the folly of hereditary right, if there
are any fo weak as to believe it, let them promif-
cuoufly worfhip the afs and lion, and welcome. |
fhall neither- copy their humility, nor difturb their
tevotion.

Yet | ﬂaould be glad to afk how they fupMe’
kings came at firt ? The queftion’ admits but of
three anfwers, viz. either by lot, by cleftion, or
by ufurpation. [ the firft king was taken by lot,
- it efthblifhes a precedent for the next, which ex-
cludes hereditary: fucceffion. Saul was by lot
yet the fucceffion was not hereditary, neither does
it appear from that tranfaion there was any in-
tention it ever fhould. If the firft kingof any
country was by eletion, that likewife eftablifhesa
precodent for the next; for to fay, that the righs
of allfuture generatnons is taken away, by theact
of the firft eleétors, in their choice not only of a

King, but of a family of kmgs for ever, hath no
: parallel
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parallel in or out of feripture but the dottriric of
original fin, which fuppoles the free will of all
men loft in Adam; and from fuch comparifon,
and it will admit of no othet, heteditary fucceflion -
can derive no glory. For ds in Adath all finned,
and asin the the firft electors all menobeyed; asin
the one all mankind weré fubjected to Satan, andin
the other to Sovereignty; as our innocence was
loft in the firft, and our authority in the laft”; and
as both difable us from ré-dffuming fomé former
ftate and privilege, it unanf{werably follows that
original fin and hereditary fueceffion are paraliels.
Difhonourable rank! Inglorious cotthexion! Yer
the moft fubtile fophnﬁ: carinat producc a jufter
fimile,:

As to ufurpation, no man will be fo hardy as to
defend it; and that Williain the Conquerdr was’
an ufurper is a fatt niot to be contradicted. The
plain truth is, that the antnqunty of Englith mo-
narchy will not bear Jooking into,

_ But itisnet fo much the abfurdity as the evil -
of hencdnary fucceflion which conceriis thatikind, - |
_Did it enfure a race of good and wife wnen it
would have the feal of divine authority, but asit
opens a door to the fodlib, the wickéd, and tlic ini-"
proper, it hath in it the natuté of oppreﬂion ‘
Men who look upon' themftlves borti to reigri, and”
othersto obey, foon grow infolent ; feleted from
D2 the
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the reft of mankind their minds are early poifoned
by importance; and the world they a& in differs
fo materially from the world at large, that they
have but little opportunity of knowing its true
interefts, and when they fucgccd to the govern-

ment are frequently the mcft ignorant and unfit
of any throughout the dominions.

Another evil which attends hereditary fuc-
ceffion is, that the throne is fubject to be poffefled
by a minor at any age; all which time the re-
gency, afting under the cover of a king, have
cvery opportunity and inducement to betray their
truft. The fame national misfortune happens,
when a king worn out with age and infirmity,
enters the laft ftage of human weaknefs. In both
thefe cafes the public becomes a prey to every
mifcreant, who can tamper fucoefsfuuy with the
follies cither of age or infancy.

The moft plauﬁblc plea, which hath ever been
offered in favour of hereditary fucceffion, is, that
it grefcrves a nation from civil wars; and were
this true it would be weighty ; whereas, it is the
- moft barefaced falﬁty ever impofed upon mankind.
The whole hiftory of England difowns the faét.
Thirty kings and two minors have rc:gned in that
diftradted kingdom fince the conqueft, in which
" time there have been (including the Revolution)
np lefs than cight civil warsand nineteen rebellions.

. * Wherefore
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Wherefore inftead of making for peace, it makes
againtt it, and deftroys the very foundation it feems
to ftand on.

The conteft for monarchy and fucceffion, be-
tween the houfes of York and Lancafter, laid Eng-
land in a fcene of blood for many years. Twelve
. pitched battles, befides fkirmifhes and fieges, were
fought between Henry and Edward. Twice was
Henry prifoner to Edward, who in his turn was
prifoner to Henry. And fo uncertain is the fate
of war and the temper of a nation, when nothing
but perfonal matters are the ground of a quarrel,
that Henry was taken in triumph from a prifon to
a palace, and Edward obliged to fly from a palace
to a foreign land; yet, as fudden tranfitions of
temper are feldom lafting, Henry in his turn was
driven from the throne, and Edward recalled to °
fucceed him. The parliament always following
the firongeft fide. )

This conteft began in the reign of Henry the
Sixth, and was not entirely extinguifhed till Henry
the Seventh, in whom the families were united.
Including a period of 67 years, viz. from 1422 to
1489. -

In thort, monarchy and fucceffion have laid (not
this or that kingdom only) but the world in blood
and athes. 'Tis a form of government which the

word
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word of God bears tcﬁtmbny againft, and blood
will attend it. ‘

If we inquire into the bufinefs of a king, we
‘fhall find that in fome countries they have nore;
and after fauntering away their lives without p]ea-

- fure to themfelves or advantage to the nation,
withdraw from the fcene, and leave their fuccef-
fors to tread the fame idle round. In abfolute mo-
narchies the whole weight of bufinefs civil and mi-
litary, lies on the king; the children of Ifrael in
their requeft for a king, urged this plea “.that he
may judge us, and go out before us and fight our
battles.” But in countries where he is neither a
judge nor a general, as in E——d, a man would
be puzzled to know what s his buﬁnefs

The nearer any govcrnment approaches to a re-
public the lefs bufinefs- there is for a king. It is
fomewhat difficult to find a proper name for the
government of E Sir William Meredith
calls it a republic; but in its prefent ftate it is un-
~ worthy of the name, becaufe the corrupt influgnce

of the crown, by having all the places in its dif-
pofal, hath fo effeGtually fwallowed up the power,
‘and eaten out the virtue of the houfe of commons
(the republican part in the conftitution) that the
. government of England is nearly as monarchical as
that of France or Spain. Men fall out with names

without underftanding them. Forit is the repub-
. lican
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lican' and ‘not the monarchial part of the confti-
“tution of England which Englithmen glory in, viz.
the libsrty of choofing an houfe of commons from
out of their own body and it is eafy to fee
that when the republican virtue fails, flavery en-
fues. Why is the conftitution of E——d fickly, -
but becaufe monarchy hath poifoned the republic, -
the crown hath engroffed the commons ?

. InEngland a k— hath little more to do-than
to make war and give away places; which in plain °
~ terms, is to impoverith the nation and fet it toge-
ther by the ears. A pretty bufinefs indeed for a
man to be allowed eight hundred thoufand fter-
ling a year for, and worfhipped into the bargain !
~ Of more worth is one honeft man to fociety, and
in the fight of God, than all the crowned ruffians
that ever lived. .

Thoughts on the prefent State of American Affairs.)

“the following pages I offer ‘nothing more
INthan fimple facts, plain arguments, and com-
_mon fenfe ; and have no other preliminaries to fet-
* tle with the reader, than that he will diveft him-
" felf of prejudice and prepofleflion, and fuffer his
reafon and his feclings to determine for them-
. felves; that he will put o, or rather that he will

E ‘ rot
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not put off; the true character of 2 man, and gene-
roufly enlarge his views beyond the prefent day.

Volumes have been written on the fubje& of
the ftruggle between England and America. Men
of all ranks have embarked in the controverfy,
from diiferent motives and with various defigns;
but all have been ineffetual, and the period of de-
bate is clofed. Arms, as the laft refource, decide

* the conteft ; the appeal was the choice of the king,

and the continent hath accepted the challenge.

It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham
(who tho’ an able minifter was not without his
faults) that on his being attacked in the houfe of
commons, on the fcore, that his meafures were on-
ly of a temporary kind, replied * they will laf my
time.” Should a thought fo fatal and unmanly
poflefs the colonies in the prefent conteft, the
name of anceftors will be remembered by future
generations with deteftation.

The fun never fhined on a caufe of greater worth. .
*Tis not the affair of a city, a county, a province,
or a kingdom, but of a continent—of at leaft one
cighth part of the habitable globe. ’Tis not the
concern of a day, a year, or an age; pofterity are
virtually involved in the conteft, and will be more
or lefs affeCled, even to the end of time, by the

" proceedings now. Now is the feed time of conti-

nental
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nental union, faith and honor. ‘The leaft fracture
now will be like a name engraved with the point
of a pin on the tender rind of 4 yeung oak ; the
wound will enlarge with the tree, and poﬁertty
read it in full grown characters.

By referring the Matter from argument to arms,
a niew @ra for politics is ftruck ; a new method of
thinking hath arifen, All plans, propofals, &c.
prior to the nineteenth of April, 4. e. to the com-
mencement of hoftilities, are like the Almandcks
of the laft year; which, though proper then, are
" fuperceded aud ufelefs now: Whatever was ad-
vanced by the advocates on either fide of the quef-
" tion then, terminated in one and the fame point,
viz. a union with Great Britain; the only differ-
ence between the parties was the method of effe@t- -
ing it; the one propofing force, the other friend-
thip but it hath fo far happened that the firft
hath failed, and the fecond hath withdrawn her
. influence.

As much hath been faid of the- advantages of
reconciliation, which, like an agreeable dream,
hath pafled away and left us as we were, it is but
right we fhould examine the contrary' fide of
the argument, and inquire into fore of the many
material injuries which thefe colonies fuftain, and
always will fuftain, by being conneed with, and
dvandant on Great Britain. ‘To examine that

E . connexion
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connexion and dependance, on the principles of
nature and common fenfe, to fee what we have to
truft to, if feparated, and what we are to expect,
1f dcpendant

Thave heard it aﬂ'erted by fome, that as Ame-
rica hath flourithed under her former copnexion
with Great-Britain, that the fame connexion is ne-
ceffary towards her future happinefs, and will al-
ways have the fame effet.  Nothing can be more
fallacious than this kind of argument. We may
as well affert, that becaufe a child has thrived up-
on milk, that it is never to have meat; or that
the firft twenty years of our lives is to become a
precedent for the next twenty. But even this is
admitting more than is true, for Ianfwer roundly,
that America would have flourifhed as much, and
probably much more, had no European power had
any thing to do with her. The commerce by
which fhe hath enriched herfelf are the neceffaries
of life, and will always have a market while eat-
ing is the cuftom of Europe.

But fhe has prote&ted us, fay fome, That the
hath engroffed usis true, and defended the continent
at our expence as well as her own is admitted, and

fhe would have defended Turkey from the fame - |

motive, viz. the fake of trade and dominion.

Alas,

1
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Alas, we have “been long led away by ancient
prejudices, and made large facrifices to fuperftition.
We have boafted the protection of Great-Britain,
without confidering that her motive was ingereft,
Aot attachment , that the did not protect us from
our ememics on our account, but from ber enemics op
ber own account, from thofe who had no’ quarre]
with us on any other account, and who will always
be our enemies on the fame account. Let Britain
wave her pretenfions to the continent, or the conti-
nent throw. off the dependance, and we fhould be
at peace with France and Spain were they at war -
with Britain, ‘The miferies of Hanover laft war
ought to warn us againft connexions, -

It hath lately been afferted in parliament, that
the colonies have no relation to each other but

through the parent country, 4. ‘e. that Penfylvania
and the Jerfeys, and fo on for the reft, are fifter

colonies by the way of England ; this is certainly
a very round-about way of proving relationthip,
but it is the neareft and only true way of proving
enemythip, if I may fo call it. .France and Spain
never were, nor perhaps ever will be our enemies
as Americans, but as our being the fubjetts of
Great Britain. , :
: . {
But Britain is the parent country, fay fome,
Then the more fhame upon her condu&. Even
brutesdo not devour their young, nor favages make
war upon -their famili;s; wherefore the affertion,,
' ' . 2 it

-
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if true, turns to her reproach ; but it happens not
to be true, or only partly fo, and the phrafe parent
or mother country hath been jefuitically adopted
by the —— and his parafites, with a low papifti-
cal defign of gaining an unfair bias on the credu-
lous weaknefs of our minds. Europe, and not
England, is the parent country of America. This
new warld hath been the afylum for the perfecuted
Tovers of civil and religious liberty from every part
of Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the
tender embraces of the mother, b_ut from 'the cru-
. elty of the monfter; and itis fofar true of Eng-

land, that the fame tyranny which drove the firft
* emigrants from home, purfuestheir defcendants till.

In this extenfive quarter of the globe, we forget
the narrow limits of three hundred and fixty miles
(the extent of England) and chrry our friendfhip

_on alarger fcale ; we claim brotherhood with every
~ European chnfhan, and tnumph in the generofity
of the fentiment.

It is pleafant to obferve by what regular grada- -
tions we furmount the force of local prejudice, as
we enlarge our acquaintance with the world. A
man born in any town in England divided into
parifhes, will naturally affociate moft with his fel-
low parifhioners (becaufe their interefts in many
cafes will be commion) and diftinguith him by the
rame of neighbenr ; if -he meet him but a few

miles
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“miles from home, he drops the narrow idea of a

frect, and falutes him by the name of fown/man,
if he travels out of the country, and meet him in
any other, he forgets the minor divifions of ftreet
and town, and calls him countryman, i. e. county-
-man;, but if in their foreign excurfions they fhould
‘affociate in France or-any other part of Exrope,
their local remembrance would be enlarged into
that of Englifbmen. And by a juft parity of rea-
foning, all Europeans meeting in America, or any
other quarter of the globe, are countrymen; for -
England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when
compared with the whole, ftand in the fame places -
on the larger fcale, which the divifions of ftreet,
town, and country do on the fmallerones; diftinc-
tions too limited for continental minds. Not one
third of the inhabitants, even of this province, are
of Englith defcent. Wherefore I reprobate the
phrafe of parent or mother country applied to Eng-
land only, as. being falfe, felfith, narrow and un-
generous, v

But admitting that we wereall of Englith defcent,

. what does it amount to? Nothing. Britain, being
now ‘an open enémy, extinguifhes every other
name and title: And to fay that reconciliation is
our duty, is truly farcical. \The firft king of Eng-

" land, of the prefent line (William the Conqueror)
was a Frenchman,) and half the peers of England
~are defcendants from the fame country; where-

fere
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fore by the fame method of reafoning, England
ought to be govcmed by France. :

Much hath been faid of the united ftrength of
Britain and the colonies, that in ‘conjunttion they
might bid defiance to the world. But this is mere
prefumption ; the fate of war is uncertain, neither
do the expreflions mean any thing; for this conti-
nent would never fuffer itfelf to be drained of in-
habitants to fupport the Britith arms in either
Afia, Africa, or Europe. - ,

Befides, what have we to do with fetting the
world at defiance? Our plan is commerce, and
that, well attended to, will fecure us the peace and
friendfhip of all Europe; becaufe it is the intereft
of all Europs to have America a free port. Her
trade will always be a protetion, and her barren-
nefs of gold and filver fecure her from invaders,

I challenge the warmeft advocate for reconcilia-

ticn, to fhew, a fingle advantage that this conti-

nent can reap,. by being conneted with Great Bri-

tain. I repeat the challenge, not a fingle advan-

tage is derived. Our corn will fetch its price in
any market in Europe, and our imported goods
muft be paid for buy them where we will.

" But the injuries and difadvantaées we fuftain by

- that connz&ion, are withoutnumber ; and our duiy

to
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to mankind at large as well as to ourfelves, in-
ftrut us to renounce the alliance: Becaufe any
fubmiffion to, or dependance on Great Britain,
" tends diredtly to involve this continent in Euro-
pean wars and quarrels; and fets us at variance
with nations, who would otherwife feek our friend-
" fhip, and againft whom, we have ncither anger
" nor complaint. As Europe is our market for
trade, we ought to form no partial connection with
“any part of it. It is the true intereft of America
. to fteer clear of European contentions, which fhe
never can do, while by her dependance on Britain,
fhe is made the make-weight in the fcale of Bntxﬂ:
 politics.

Europe is too thlckly planted thh kingdoms
to be long at peace, and whenever a war breaks
out between England and any foreign power, the
trade of America goes to ruin, becau/e of ber connec-
tion with Britain. The next war may not turn
oyt like the laft, and fhould it not, the advocateg
for reconciliation now will be w:fhmg for fepara-

_ tion then, becaufe, neutrality in that cafe, would
be a fafer convoy than a man of war. Eve
thing that is right_or natural pleads for fcparat:on
The blood of the flain, the weeping voice of na-
, ture cries, "T'1s TIME To PART. Even the dif-
' tance at whlch the Almighty hath placed England
and America, is a ftrong and natural proof, that
the authcsmy of the one, over the other, was ne-
. ver
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ver the defign of Heaven, The time likewife at
which the continent was difcovered, adds weight to
the argument, and the manner in which it was
. peopled encreafes the force of it. The reforma-
tion was preceded by the difcovery of America, as
if the Almighty gracioufly meant to open a fan¢tu-
ary to the perfecuted in future years, when home
fhould afford neither friendfhip nor fafety.

The authority of Great-Britain over this con-
tinent, is a form of government, which fooner or
later muft have an énd: And a ferious mind can
draw no true pleafure by looking forward, under
the painful.and pofitive conviction, that what he
calls ¢ the prefent conftitution” is merely tempo-
rary. .As parents, we can have no joy, knowing
that zhis government is not fufficiently lafting to
enfure any thing which we may bequeath to pofte-
rity : And by a plain method of argument, as we
are running the next generation into debt, we
ought to do the work of it, otherwife we ufe
them meanly and pitifully. In order to difcover
the line of our duty rightly, we fhould take our
children in our hand, and fix our ftation a few
years farther into life; that eminence will prefent
a profp=¢t, which a few prefent fears and preju-
dices conceal from our fight. /

Though I would carefully avoid giving unne-
ceffary offence, vet I am inclined to believe, - that
‘ all

-
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all thofe who efpoufe the doctrine of reconciliation,
may be included within the following defcriptions.
Interefted men, who are not to be trufted ; weak
men who cannor fee; prejudiced men who  1;l}
not fee; and a certain fet of moderate men, who
think better of the European world than it de-
ferves; and this laft clafs by an ill-judged delibe-
ration, will be the caufe of more calamities to this
continent than all the other three.

It is the good fortune of many to live diftant
“from the fcene of forrow ; the evil is not fufficient-

ly brought to tkeir doors to make them feel the -

- precarioufnefs with which all American property
is poflefled. But let our imaginations tranfport us
for a few moments to Bofton, that feat of wretch-
‘ednefs will teach us wifdom, and inftrut us for
"EVer to renounce a power in whom we can have
no truft. ‘The inhabitants of that unifortunate city,
who but a few moniths ago were in eafe and afflu-

- ence, have now no other alternative than to ftay
and ftarve, or turn out tobeg.. Endangered by the
fire of their friends if they continue within the
city, and plundered by the foldiery if they leave
it. In their prefent condition they are prifoners
.Without the hope of redemption, and in a general’
attack for their relief, they would be expofed to
the fury of both armies. v

F : ' Men
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Men of paflive tempers look fomewhat lightly
over the offences of Britain, and, ftill hoping for
the beft, are apt to call out, * Come we fall be
[friends again for all this.” But examine the paffions
and feelings of mankind. , Bring the do&rine of re-
conciliation to the touchftone of nature, and then
tell me, whether you can hereafter love, honour,
and faithfully ferve the power that hath carried
fire and fword into your land ? If you cannot do
all thefe, then are you only deceiving yourfelves,
and by your delay bringing ruin upon pofterity,
Your future connection with Britain, whom you'
can neither love nor honour, will bé forced and
.unnatural, and being formed only on the plan of
prefent convenience, will in a little time fall into
a relapfe more wretched than the firft. But if
you fay, you can ftill pafs the violations over, then
I afk, Hathyourhoufe beenburnt? Hath your pro-
perty been deftroyed before your face? Are your
wife and children deftitute of a bed to lie on, or
bread to live on? Have you loft a parentor a
“child by their hands, and yourfelf the ruined and
wretched furvivor? If you have not, then are you
nota judge of thofe who have. But if you have,
and can ftill fhake hands with the murderers, then
are you unworthy the name of hufband, father,
friend, or lover, and whatever may be your rank
or title in life, you have the heart of a coward, and

the fpirit of a {ycophant. )
‘ . This
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This is not enflaming or exaggerating matters,
but trying them by thofe feelings and aftections
which nature juftifies, and without which, we
fhould be incapable of difcharging the focial duties
of life, or enjoying the felicitics of it. I mean not
to exhibit horror for the purpofe of provoking re-
venge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly
flumbers, that we may purfue determinately fome
fixed obje@. It*is not in the power of Britain ar
of Europe to conquer America, if fhe do not con-
quer herfclf by delsy and simidicy. The prefent
winter is worth an age if rightly employed, but if
loft or negleted, the whole continent will partake
of the misfortune ; and there is no punithment
which that man will not deferve, be' he who, or
what, or where he will that may be the means of
facrificing a feafon fo precious and ufeful.

It is repugnant to reafon, to the univerfal order
of things, to all examples from the former ages, to
- fuppofe, that this continent can longer remain

fubject to any external power. The moft fanguine

in Britain does not think fo. The utmoft ftretch

of human wifdom cannot, at this time compafs a
plan fhort of feparation, which can promife the
continent even a year's fecurity. Reconciliation is

now a falacious dream, Nature hath deferted the

connexion, and Art cannot fupply her placc. For,

as Milton wifely exprefles,  never can true recon-

’ F 2 cilement
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cilement grow where wounds of deadly hate have
pierced fo deep.”

Every quiet method for peace hath been inef-
fectual. Our prayers have been rejected with dif-
dain; and only tended to convince us, that no-
thing flatters vanity, or confirms obftinancy in
Kings more than repeated petitioning—and no-
thing hath contributed more than that very mea-
fure to make the Kings of Europz abfolute : Wit-
nefs Denmark and Sweden. Wherefore fince no-
thing but blows will do, for God’s fake, let us come
to a final feparation, and not leave the next gene-
ration to be cutting throats, under the violated
unmeaning names of parent and child.

To fay, they will never attempt it again is idle
and vifionary, we thought fo at the repeal of the
ftamp-ac, yet a year or two undeceived us; as
well may we fuppofe that nations, which have
been once defeated, will never renew the quar-
rel , . .

.

Asto government matters, it is not in the pow-
er of Britain to do this continent juftice : The bu-
fiiefs of it will foon be too weighty, and intricate,
to ‘be‘managed with any tolerable degrec of conve-
nience, by a power, fo diftant from us, and fo ve-
ry ignorant of us; for if they cannot conquer us,

they cannot govern us. ‘To be always running
' ' three
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three or four thoufand miles with a tale or a peti-
tion, waiting four or five months ior an anfwer,
which when obtained requires five or fix more to
explain it in, will in a few years be looked upon
as folly and childifhnefs—There was a time when
it was proper, and there i$ a proper time for it to
ceafe.

Small iflands not capable of protecting them-
felves, are the proper objetts for kingdoms to take
under their care ; but there is fomething very ab-
furd, in fuppofing a continent to be perpetually
govcmed by anifland. In no inftance hath nature
" made the fatellite larger than its primary planet,
and as England and America, with refpet to each
other, reverfes the common order of nature, it is
evident they belong to differcnt fyftems ; England
to Europe, America to itfelf.

I am not induced by motives of pride, party,
or refentment to efpoufc the doctrinc of feparatlon
and independance ; I am clearly, pofitively, and
confcientioufly perfuaded that it is the true intereft
of this continent to be fo ; that every thmg fhort
of that is mere patchwotk that it can "afford no
lafting felicity,—that it is leaving the fword to our’
children, and fhrinking back at a timc, when, a
little more, a littlz farther, would have rendered
this continent the glory of the carth,

As
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As Pritain hath not' manifefted the leaft incli-
-nation towards a compromife, we may be affured
that no terms can be obtained worthy the accep-
~ tance of the continent, or any ways equal to the
cxpence of blood and treafure we have been al-
ready put to.

The obje@ contended for, ought always to bcar
fome juft proportion to the expznce. The remo-
val of N—, or the whole deteftable junto, is a
matter unworthy the millions we have expended.
A temporary ftoppage of trade, was an inconveni-
ence, which would have fufficiently ballanced the
repeal of all the afts complained of, had fuch re-
peals been obtained; but if the whole continent
muft take up arms, 'if every man muft be a fol-
dier, it is fcarcely worthour while to fight againft
a contemptible miniftry only. Dearly, dearly, do
we pay for the repeal of the als, if that is all we
fight for; for in a juft eftimation, it is as greata
folly to pay a Bunker-hill price for law, as for land.
As I have always confidered the independancy of
this continent, as an ¢vent, which fooner or later
mutt arrive, fo from the late rapid progrefs of the
continent to maturity, the event could not be far
" off. Wherefore, on the breaking out of hottilities,

it was not worth while to have difputed a mat-
ter, which time would have finally redrefled, unlefs
.we meant to bc in carneft ; otherwife, it is like
wafting an eftate on a fuit at law, to regulate the
' trefpafles-
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trefpafles of a tenant, whofe leafz is juft expiring,
No man was a warmer wither for reconciliation
than myfelf, before the fatal nineteenth of April,
1775 *, but the moment the event of that day was
made known, I rejected the hardened, fullen tem- .
pered Pharaoh Of == for ever ; and difdain the
wretchi, that with the pretended title of PATHER
or His peoPLE can unfeelingly hear of their
flaughter, and compofedly fleep with their blood

upon his foul.

" But admitting that matters were now made up,
what would be the event? I anfwer, the ruin of
the continent. And that for feveral reafons,

Firft. The powers of governing ftill remaining in
the hands of the ke, he will have a negative
over the whole legiflation of this continent. And
* as he hath fhewn himfelf fuch an inveterate enemy
to liberty, and difcovered fuch a thirft for arbitra-
ry power; is he, or is he not, a proper man to fay
to thefe colonies,  2ou fball make no Laws buy
what I pleafe”” And is there any inhabitants in
America fo ignorant, as not to know, that accord-
ing to what is called the prefent confistution, that
this continent can make no laws but what the king
gives leave to; and is there any man fo unwife, ag
‘not to fee, that (confidering what has happened)

* Maffacre at Lexington. :
he
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he will fuffer no Law to be made here, but fuch
as fuit his purpofe. We may be as effeCtually
cnflaved by the want of laws in America, as by
fubmitting to laws made for us in England. Af-
ter matters are made up, (as it is called) can there
be any doubt but the whole power of the crown
will be exerted, to keep this continent as low and
humble as poffible ? Inftead of going forward we
fhall go backward, or be perpetually quarrelling or

ridiculoufly petitioning—We are already greater
than the king wifhes us to be, and will he not

hereafter endeavour to' make uslefs? To bring
the matter to one point, Is the power who is
jealous of our profperity, a proper power to govern
us ? Whoever fays No to this queftion isan inde-
pendant, for indcpendancy means no more, - than,
whether we fhall make our own laws, or, whether
the , the greateft enemy this contincnt hath,
or can have, thall tcll us, < there fball be no laws
but fuch as Ilike.”

But the k— you will fay has a negatnve in Eng-
land ; the people there can make no laws without
his confent. In point of right and good order,
there is fomething very ridiculous, that a youth of
" twénty-one (which hath often happened) fhall fay

to feveral millicns of people, older and wifer- than

himfelf, I forbid this or that a¢t of yours to be law.
But in this place I decline this fort of reply, tho’
I will never ceafe to expofe the abfurdity of it, and
- otily anfwer, that .England being the king’z refi-

ence

N ‘
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dence, and America not fo, makes quite another
cafe. The k—’s negative bere is ten times more
dangerous and fatal than it can be in England, for
there he will fearcely refufe his confent toa bill for
putting England into as ftrong a ftate of defence
as poflible, and in America he would never fuffer
fuch a bill to be paffed.

America is only a fecondary object in the fyftem
‘of Britith politics. England confults the good of
this country, no farther than it anfwers her own
purpofe. Wherefore, her own intereft leads her to
fupprefs the growth of ours in every cafe which
doth not promote her advantage, or in the leaft in-
terfere with it. A pretty ftate we fhould foon be
in under fuch a fecond-hand government, confi-
dering what has happened! Men do not change
from enemies to friends by the alteration of a
name: And in order to fhew that reconciliation
now is.a dangerous doétrine, F affirm, that it would
" be policy in the k— at this time, to repeal the afls for
the fake of mnﬁatmg bimfelf in the government of the
provinces; in order, that HE May AccoMPLISH
BY CRAFT AND SUBTILTY, IN THE LONG RUN,
WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE
IN THE SHORT ONE. Reconciliation and ruin are
nearly related. '

Secondly, That as even the beft tcrrhs, which we

can expect to obtam, cah amount to no more than
G a temporary

Sl o m e -
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a temporary expedient, or a kind of government
by guardianfhip, which can laft no longer than till
the colonies come of age, fo the general face and
ftate of things, in the interim, will be unfettled
and unpromifing. Emigrants of property will not -
choofe to come toa country whofe form of govern-
ment hangs but by a thread, and who is every
day tottering on the brink of commotion and dif-
turbance ; and numbers. of the prefent inhabitants
would lay hold of the interval, to dlfpofc of their
, eﬁ'c&s, and quit the continent.

But the moft powerful of all arguments, is, that
nothing but independance, i. e. a continental form
of government, can keep the peace of the conti-
nent and preferve it inviolate from civil wars, [
dread the event of a reconciliation with Britain
now,. as it is more than probable, that it will be
followed by a revolt fomewhere or other, the con-
fequences of which may be far miore fatal than all
the malice of Britain,

Thoufands are already ruined by Britith barba-
rity; (thoufands more will probably fuffer the
fame fate.) Thofe mea have other feelings than
us who have nothing fuffered.” All they now pof-
fefs is liberty, what they ‘before enjoyed is facri-
ficed ‘to its fervice, and having nothing more to
lofe, they difdain fubmiflion. Befides, the general
temper of the colonies, towards a Britith govein-

ment,
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ment, will be like that of a youth, who is nearly
out of his time; they will care very little about
her. And a government which cannot prcfcrve
the peace, is no government at all, and in that
cafe we pay our money for nothing; and pray
what is it that Britain can do, whofc power will be
wholly on paper, fhould a civil tumult break out
the very day after reconciliation ?. I have heard
fome men fay, many of whom 1 believe fpoke with-
- out thinking, that they dreaded an independance,
fearing that it would produce civil wars, It is but
feldom that our firft thoughts are truly corredt,
and that is the cafe here ; for there are ten times
more to dread from a patched-up connexion than
from independance. I make the fufferers cafe my
owng;and I proteft, that were I driven from houfe
and home, my property ‘deftroyed, and my cir-
cumftances . ruined, that as 'man, fenfible of in-
juries, I could never relith the do&rine of reconci-
liation, or confider myfelf bound thereby.

The colonies have manifefted fuch a fpirit of
good order and obedience to continental govern-
ment, as is fufficient to make every reafonable
perfon eafy and happy on that head. No man can
affign the leaft pretence for his féars, on any other
grounds, than'fuch as.are truly childifh and ridi-
culous, that one colony will be ftriving for fupe-
riority over arother,

G2 | Where
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Where there are no diftin&ions there cah be no
fuperiority, perfect equality affords no temptation.
The rcpubhcs of Europe are all (and we may fay
always) in peace. Holland and Swifferland are
without wars, foreign or domeftic : Monarchical
governments, itis true, are never long atreft ; the
crown itfelf is a temptation to enterprizing ruffians
at Bome; and that degree of pride and infolence
ever attendant on regal authority, fwells into a
rupture with foreign powers, in inftances, where
" a republican government, by being formed on more

natural principles, would negociate the miftake.

If there is any true caufe of fear refpe&ing in-
dependance, it is becaufe no plan is yet laid down.
Men do not fee their way out—Wherefore, as an
opening ipto that bufinefs, I offer the following
hints ; at the fame time modeftly affirming, that
I have no other opinion of them myfelf, than that
they may be the means of giving rife to fomething
better.  Could the ftraggling thoughts of indivi-
duals be colletted, they would freqpcntly form ma-

terials for wife and able men to improve to ufeful
matter. '

LET the affemblies be annual, with a Prefident
only.  The reprefentation more equal. Their bu-
finefs wholly domeftic, and fubject to the authorx-
ty of a Continental Congrefs.

Tet
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Let each colony be divided into fix, eight, or
zen, convenient diftricts, each' diftri& to fend a
proper dumber of delegates to Congrefs, fo that
.each colony fend at leaft thirty. The whole num-
ber in Congrefs will be at leaft 390. Each Congrefs
to fit : and to choofe a prefident by -
the following method.. When the delegates are
met, let a colony be taken from the whole thirteen
colonies by lot, after which let the whole Congrefs
choofe (by ballot) a prefident from out of the de-
legates of #bat province. In the next Congrefs,
let a colony be taken by lot from twelve only,
omitting that colony from which the prefident was
taken in the.former Congrels, and fo proceeding -
on till the whole thirteen fhall have had their pro-
- per rotation. And in order that nothing may pafs
into a law but what is fatisfattorily juft, not lefs
" than three-fifths of the Congrefs to be called a
majority.—He that will promote difcord, under a
government fo equally formed as this, would join
Lucifer in his revolt.

~ But as there s a peculiar delicacy, from whom,
“or-in what manner, this bufinefs muft firft arife,
and as it feems moft agreeable and confiftent, that
it fhould come from fome intermediate body be-
tween the govcrncd and the governors, that is be-
‘tween the Congrefs and the people, let a ConTi-
NENTAL ConrErENCE be held, in the following
manner, and for the following purpofe. |
) ' ' A com-
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A committee of twenty-fix members of Con-
grefs, viz. two for ecach colony. Two mem-
bers for cach houfe of aflembly, or Provincial con-
vention; and five reprefentatives of the people at
large, to be chofen in the capital city or towa of
each proyince, for, and in behalf of the whole pro-
vince, by as many qualified voters as thal think
proper to attend from all parts of the province for
that purpofe; or,.if more convenient, the Tepre-
fentatives may be chofen in two or three of the
moft populous parts thereof, . In this conference,
thus affembled, will be united, the two grand
principles of bufinefs, kmowledge and power. The
members of Congrefs, Affemblies, or Conventions,
by having had experience in national concerns, will
be able and ufeful counfellors, and the whole, be-
ing impowered by the people, will have a truly le-
‘gal authority. ‘

The conferring members being met, let their

bufinefs be to frame a CoNTINENTAL CHARTER,

or Charter of the United Colonies ; (anfwering to
what is called the Magna Charta of England) fixing
the number and manner of choofing members of
Congrefs, members of Aflembly, with their date

- of fitting, and drawing the line of bufinefs and

jurifdi®ion between them': (Always remember-
ing, that our ftrength is continental, not provin-
cial:) Securing freedom and property to all men,
and above all things the free exercife of religion,

' according

L e e b At b B S VR IR Al g mgy P re g v W v e wyeem g B e
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according to the ditates of confcience; with fuch
other matter as is neceffary for a charter to con-
tain. Immediately after which, the faid confer-
ence to diffolve, and the bodies which fhall be cho-
_ fen conformable to the faid charter, to be the le-
giflators and governors of this continent for the
time being: Whofe peace and happinefs, may
‘God preferve, Amen.

Should any body of men be hereafter delegated
for this or fome fimilar purpofe, I offer them the
following extracts from that wife obferver on go-
vernments Dragonesti.  * The fcience,” fays he,
« of the politican confifts in fixing the true point
s of happinefs and freedom. Thofe men would
« déferve the gratitude of ages, who fhould difco-
¢ ver a mode of government that contained the
« greateft fum of individual' happinefs, with the
¢ leaft national expence.”

' Dragonetti on Virtue and Rewards.

But where, fay fome, is the King of Amcrica? I
tell you, Friend, he reigns above, and doth not
make havock of mankind like the Royal ~——— of
Britain.. Yet that we may not appear to be defec-.
tive even in carthly honors, let a day be folemnly
fet apart for proclaiming the charter; let it be
brought forth placed on the divine law, the word
of God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which
the world may know, that fo far as we approve of

monarchy,



6 COMMON SENSL,

monarchy, that in America THE LAW IS KINC.
For as in abfolute governments the King is law,
fo in free countries the law oughs to be King ; and
there ought to be no other. But left any il ufe
thould afterwards arife, let the crown at the con-
clufion of the ceremony be demolithed, and fcat-
tered among the people whofe right it s.

A government of our own is our natural right:
And when a man ferioufly reflects on the precari-
oufnefs of human affairs, he will become convinced,
that it is infinitely wifer and fafer, to form a con-
ftitution of our own in a cool deliberate manger,
while we have it in our power, than to truft fuch
an interefting event to time and chance. If we
omit it now,. fome * Maflenello may hereafter a-
rife, who laying hold of popular difquietudes, may ‘
collect together the defperate and the difcontented,
and by affuming to themfelves the powers of go-
vernment, may fweep away the liberties of the
continent like a deluge. Should the government
oi America return again into the hands of Britain,
the tottering fituation of things, will be a tempta-
tion for fome defperate adventurer to try his for-
tune; and in fuch a cafe, what relief can Britain

* Thomas Ancllo, otherwife Maflanello, a fitherman |
of Naples, who after fpiriting up his countrymen in the
public market place, againft the oppreflion of the Spani-
ards, to whom the place was then fubje, prompted them to
sevolt, and in the fpace of a day became King. :
: . give ¥

Vv
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give? Ere fhe could hear the news the fatal bufi-
Refs might be done, and ourfelves fuffering like
the wretched Britons under the oppreffion of ths
Conqueror.  Ye that oppofe independance now,
¥e know not what yedo; ye are opening a door to
. Cternal tyranny, by keeping vacant the feat of
8overnment. There are thoufands and ters of
thoufands, who would think it glorious to expel
from the continent, that barbarous and hellith pow-

¢r, which hath ftirred up the Indiansand Negroes

to deftroy us, the cruelty hatha double guilt, itis
g::ling brutally by us, and treacheroufly by
m, . .

To talk of friendMip with thofe in whom our
teafon forbids us to have faith, and our affe@tions
Wounded through a thoufand pores inftru us to
deteft, js madnefs and folly. EVery day wears out
the little remains of kindred between us-and them,
and can there be any reafon to hope, that as the

¥elationthip expires, the affeQtion will increafe, or

that we (hall agree better, when we have ten times

More and greater concerns to quarrel over than
tver? )

Ye that tell us of harmory and reconciliation,

€an ye reftore to us the time that is patt? Can ye'

. BIve to proftitution its former innocence? Neither
n ye reconcile Britain and America. The laft
Srd now is broken, the people of England are

H prefenting
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prefenting addrefles againft us.  There are injuries
which nature cannot forgive ; fhe would ceafe to be
nature if (he did. As well can the lover forgive the
ravither of his miftrefs, as the continent forgive
the murders of Britain. ~ The Almighty hath
implanted in us thefe unextinguifhable feelings for
good and wife purpofes, They are the guardians
of his image in our hearts. They diftinguith us
from the herd of common animals. The focial -
compaét would diffolve, and juftice be extirpated
the earth, or have only a cafual exiftence were we
callous to the touches of affcCtion. The robber
and the murderer, would often efcape unpunithed,
did not the injuries which our tempers fuftain, pro-

- _ voke us into juftice.

O ye that love mankind ! Ye that dare oppofe,
not only the tyranny, but the tyrant, ftand forth!
Every fpot of the old world is over-run with oppref-
fion. Freedom hath been hunted round the
globe. Afia, and Africa, have long expelled her.
—Europc regards her like a ftranger, and England
hath given her warmng to dcpatt O! receive the
fugitive, and prepare in time an aﬂ’ylum for man-
kind.

. o AN O g i
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Of 1be prefes ABILITY of AMERICA,

awith fome mifcellancous R _EF LEXIONS.

HAUVE never met with a man, eitler in Eng-
L land or America, who hath not confeff:d his
opinion, that a feparation between the countries,

. 'would take place one time or other: And thereis .

no inftance in which we have fhewn lefs judgment,
than in endeavouring to defcribe, what we call, tee

ripenefs or fitnefs of the Continent for mdcpcnd-_

anCC. - . ‘

~ Asall men allow the meafure, and vary only in
their opinion of the time, let us, in order to re-

move miftakes, take a general furvey of things

-and endeavour if poffible, to find out the very
time. But we need not go far, the inquiry ceal-
es at once, for the time bath found us. The gene-
ral concurrence, - the glorious union of all things

.prove the fact. ,

It is'not in numbers but in unity, that our great
ftrength lies ; yet our prefent numbers are fufficient
to repel the force of all the world. The Continent
hath, at this time, the largeft body of armed and
difciplined men of ‘any power under Heaven; and
isjuft arrived at that pitch of ftrength, in which no
fingle colony is able to fupport itfelf, and the whole,
when united can accomplith the matter, and cither

‘ H: more,

R
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more, or, lefs than this, might be fatal in its effeéts.
Our land force is already fufficient, and as to navel
affairs, we cannot be infenfible, that Britain ain would
never fuffer an American man of war to be built
while the continent remaimed in her hands. Where-
. fore we fhould be no forwarder an hundred years
hence in that branch, than we are now; but the
truth is, we fhould be lefs {o, becaufe the timber
of the tountry is every day diminifhing, and that
which will remain at laﬂ: will be far off and diffi-
cult to procure.

Were the continent crowded with inhabitants,
+ her fufferings under the prefent circumftances
would ‘be intolerable. ‘The more fea port towns
we had, the more fhould we have both to defend
and to loofe. OQur prefent numbess are fo happily
proportioned to our wants, that no man need be
idle. ‘The diminution of trade affords an army,
and the neceffities of .an army create.a new trade.

Debts' we have none; and whatever we may
contradk on this account will ferve asa glorious
memento of our virtue. Can we but leave pofte-
rity with a fettled form of government, an inde-
pandant conftitution of its'own, the - purchafe at
any price will be cheap. But to expend millions
for the fake of getting a few vile acts repealed,
and routing the prefent miniftry only, is unworthy
the charge, and is ufing poftcnty with the utmoft
. cruelty ;
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cruelty ; becaufe it is leaving them the great work
to do, and a debt upon their backs, from which
they dcnvc no advantage. Such a thought is un-
worthy a man of honor, and is the true character-
iftic of a narrow heart and a pedling politician.

The debt we may contra@ doth not deferve
our regard if the work be but accomplifhed. No
‘nation ought to be without a debt. A national
debt is a national bond ; and when it bears no in-
tereft, isin no cafea grievance. Britain is oppref-
fed with a debt of upwards of one "hundred and
forty millions fterling, for which fhe pays upwards
of four millions intereft.” And as a compenfation”
for her debt, fhe has a large navy; America is
without a debt, and without a navy ; yet for the
twentieth part of the Englith national debt, could
have a navy as large again. The navy of England
is not worth, at this time, more than three millions

-and an half fterling.

‘The firft and fecond editions of this pamphlet
were publifhed without the following calculations,
which are now gwen as a proof that the above efti-
mation of the navy isa juft one. See Entic’s naval

« biftory. intro. page 56.

. The
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The charge of building a fhip of each rate, and
furnithing her with matfts, yards, fails and rig-
'ging, together with a proportion of eight months
boat{wain’s and carpenter’s fea-ftores, as calcu-
lated by Mr. Burchett, Secretary to the navy.

For a fhip of 100 guns —— 35}::553
- 9o — — 29,386
80 —— —_— 23,638
70 _ 17,785
60 — — 14,197
50 e 10,606
40 — — 7558
30 —— —— 5846
20 . — 3,710
And from hence it is eafy ta. fum up the value,
or coft rather, of the whole Britith navy, which

in the year 1757, whenit was at its greateft glory,
confifted of the following fhips and guns:

Ships.  Guns. Coftdfone.  Coft of all.

6 — 100 — 35533l — 213,318
12 — go — 20,886 ~— 358,632
12 — 80 — 23,638 ~— 283,656
T 43 — 70— 17,985 — 764,755
35 — 60 = _ 14,197 — 496,895
2,117,256
~ Brought
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Brought over —  £2,11%,256
- 40 =— 50 -— 10,608 — 424,240
45 — 40 — 7,558 — 340,110
8 — 20 — 3710 — 215180
85 Sloops, bombs,

and fire(hips, g‘ne} 2,000
with another, at

170,000

: . Coft 3,266,786

Remains for guns, — —— 232,214

Total, 3,500,000
No country on the globe is fo happily fituated,
- fo internally capable of raifing a fleet as America.
Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her natural
produce. We need go abroad for nothing. Where-
as the Dutch, who make large profits by hiring
out their fhips of war to the Spaniards and Portu-
- guefe, are obliged to import moft of the materials
they ufe. 'We ought to view the building a fleet
as an article of commerce, it bcmg the natural
manufa&ory of this country. It is the beft money
we canlay out. . A navy when finithed is worth
more than it coft. And is that nice point in nation-
al policy, in which commerce and proteétion are

united. Let us build; if we want them not, we - -

" can fell; and by that means replace our paper cur-
. rency with ready gold and filver.

Inp point of manning a fleet, people in general '
" run mto grcat errors; it is ot necﬂﬁ'ary that one-
fourth

’
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fourth part fhould be failors. The Terrible pri-
vateer, Captain D:ath, ftood the hotteft engage-
ment of any fhip laft war, yet had not twenty
failors on board, though her complement of men
was upwards of two hundred. A few able and
focial failors will foon inftru& a fufficient number
of attive-land-men in the common work of a fhif.
“Wherefore, we never can be more capable to begin
on maritime matters than now, while our timber
is ftanding, our fithéries blocked up, and our fail-
ors and fhipwrights out of employ. Men of war
_of feventy and 80 guns were built forty years ago
in New England, and why not the fame now?
Ship-building is America’s greateft pride, and in
which, fhe will in time excel the whole world. -
The great empires of the caft are moftly inland,
and confequently excluded from the poffibility of
rivaling her. - Africa is in a ftate of barbari(m ;
and no power in Europe, hath either fuch an ex-
tent of coaft, or fuch an internal fupply of materi-
‘als. Where nature hath given the one, fhe has
withheld the other; to America ,only hath fhe
. been liberal of both. The vaft empire of Ruffia is
almoft fhut out from the fea; wherefore, her’
boundlefs forefts, her tar, iron, and cordage are.
only articles of commerce.

In point of fafety, ought we to be without a °
flect? We are not the little people now, which
we were fixty years'ago ; ‘at that time¢ we might

: have .
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have trufted our property in the ftreets, or fields

rather ; and flept fecurely without locks or bolts to
our doors or windows. The cafe now is altered,
and our methods of defence ought to improve
with our increafe of property. A common pirate
twelve months ago, might have come up the De-
laware, and laid the city of Philadelphia under
inftant contribu.ion; for what fum he pleafed ; and
the fame might have happened to other places.
Nay, any daring fellow, in a brig of fourteen or
fixteen guns, might have robbed the whole Conti-
nent, and carried off'half a million of money.
Thefe are circumftances which demand our atten-

. tion, and point out the neceflity of naval protec-

tion,

Some perhaps will fay, that after we have
made it up with Britain, fhe will proteét us. Can
we be fo unwife as to mean, that fhe fhall kecpa'
navy in our harbours for that purpofe ? Common
fenfe will tell us, that the power which hath endea-
voured to fubdue us, is of all others the moft im-
proper to defend us. Conqueft may be effected

‘under the .pretence of friendthip; and ourfelves,

after a long and brave refiftance, be at laft cheated

. into ﬂavcry And if her fhips are not to be ad-

mitted into our harbours, I would afk, how is fhe
to protet us? A navy three or-four thoufand miles
off can be of little ufe, and on fudden emergencies,
none‘at all. Wherefore, if we muft bcreaftbr pro-
| ~ - tect
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te& ourfelves, why not do it for ourfelves ? Why
do it for another ?

The Englith lift of fhips of war is long and for-
midable, but not a tenth part of them are at any
one time fit for fervice, numbers of them not in
being ; yet their names are pompoufly continued
in the lift, if only a plank be left of the fhip; -
and not a fifth part,” of fuch as are’fit for fervice,
can be fpared on any one ftation at one time. The
Eaft, and Weft Indies, Mediterranean, Africa
and other ‘parts over which Britain extends her
claim, make large demands upon her navy. From
.2 mixture of prejudice and inattention, we have
contratted a falfe notion refpecting the navy of
England, and have talked as if we fhould have the
whole of it to encounter at .once, and for that rea-
fon, fuppofed that we muft have one as large ;
which not being inftantly practicable, have been
made ufe of by a fet of difguifed Tories to dif~
courage our beginning ‘thercon. Nothing can be
farther from truth than this ; for if America had
only a twentieth part of the naval force of Britain,
fhe would be by far an over match for her ; be-
caufe, 23 we neither have, nor claim any foreign
dotninion, our whole force would be employed on
_our own coaft, where we fhould, in the long run,
have two to one the advantage of thofe who had
three or four thoufand miles to fail over, before
they could attack us, and the fame diftance to re-

turn
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turn in order to refit and recruit. And although
Britin by her fleet, hath a check over our trade
to Europe, we have as large a one over her trade
to the Weft-Indies, which, by laying in the neigh-
bourhood of the Continent, is intirely at its. mer-
cy.

Some method might be fallen on to keep up a
naval force in time of peace, if we fhould not
judge it neceffary to fupport a conftant navy. If
premiums were to be given to merchants, to build
and employ in their fervice, fhips mounted with
.twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns, (the premiums
to be in proportion to the lofs of bulk to the mer- -
chants) fifty or fixty of thofe fhips, with a few
guard fhips-on conftant duty, would keepup a
fufficient navy, and that without burdening our-
felves with the evil fo loudly complained of in Eng-
land of fuﬂ'ering their fleet, in time of peace, to lie
rotting in the docks. To unite the finews of com-
merce and defenceis found. policy ; for when our
ftrength and our riches, play into each other’s
- hand, we‘need fear no external enemy.

" In almoft every article of defence we abound,
Hemp flourifhes even to ranknefs, {othatwe need
not want cordage. Our iron is fuperidr to that of

“other countries. Our fmall arms equal to any in
the world. Cannon we can caft at pleafure. _Salt-
petrc and gunpowdcr we are every day producing.

1=~

Our
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Our knowledge is hourly improving. Refolution
is our inherent charater, and courage hath never |
yet forfaken us. Wherefore, what is it that we
want? Why is it that we hefitate ? From Britain
“we can expe& nothing but ruin. If fhe is once
admitted to the government of America again,
this Continent will not be worth living in. Jea-
- loufies will be always arifing; infurrections will be
conftantly happening; and who will go forth to
quell them ? Who will venture his life to reduce
his own countrymen to a foreign obedience ? The
difference between Pennfylvania and Connecticut,
refpecting fome unlocated- lands, fhews the infig- -
nificance of a B——fh government, and fully
proves, that nothing but Continental authority can
regulate Continental matters. \ o

Another reafon why-the prefent time is prefera-
ble to all others, is, that the fewer our numbers
are, the more land there is yet unoccupied, which
inftead of being lavithed by the k—— on his
worthlefs dépendants, may be hereafter applied, not
only to the difcharge of the prefent debt, but to the
conftant fupport of governmen:. Nonation under -
heaven hath (uch an advantage as this. o

The infa: - ftate of the Colonies, as it is called,
1o far fiom being agai..ft, is an argument in favor
of indeperdance. We are fufficiently numerous,
and were we more fo, we might be lefs united. It

is
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s a matter worthy of obfervation, that the more a

country is peopled, the fmaller their armies are.
In military numbers, the ancients far exceeded the
moderns: and the reafon is evident, for trade
being the confequence of - population, men become
too much abforbed thereby to attend to any thing
elfe. Commerce diminifhes the fpirit, both of pa-
triotifm and military defence. And hiftory fuffici-
ently informs us, that the braveft aichicvements
were always accomplithed in the non-ageof ana-
tion. With the increafe of commerce, England
hath loft its fpirit. The city of London, notwith-
ftanding its numbers, fubmits to continued infults
with the patience of a coward. The more men
have to lofe, the lefs willing are they to venture,
The rich are in general flaves to fear, and fubmit
to courtly power with the trembling duplicity of
a fpaniel. ' '

Youth is the feed time of good habits, as well
in nations as in individuals. It might be difficult,
if not impoffible, to form the Continent into one
.- government half a century hence.  The vaft vari-
ety of interefts, occafioned by an increafe of trade
* and population, would create confufion. Colony
would be againft.colony. Each being able might
fcorn each other’s affiftance : and while the
proud and foolifh gloried in their little diftinctions,
the wife would lament that the union had not been
formed before.  Wherefore, the prefent time is the

: true
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true time for cﬂ:abhfhmg it. The intimacy which
is contracted in infancy, and the friendfhip which
is formed in misfortune, are, of all others, the moft .
lafting and unalterable. Our prefent union is
marked with both thefe charaéters: we are young;
and we have been diftrefled ; but our concord hath
withftood our troubles, and fixes a memorable zra
for pofterity to glory in.

Thc prefent time, likewife, is that peculiar time,
which never happens to a nation but once, viz. the
time of forming itlelf intoa government. Moft
nations have let flip the opportumty, and by that
means have been compelled to receive laws from
their conquerors; inftead of making laws for them-
felves. Firft, they had a king, and then a form of
government ; whereas, the articles .or charter of
government, fhould be formed firft, and men de-
legated to execute them afterward : but from the
errors of other nations, let us learn wifdom, and
lay hold of the prefent opportunity——70 begin
government at tbe right end,

When William the conqueror fubdued England
he gave them law at the point of the fword ; and
until we confent that the feat of government in
America, be legally and authoritatively occupied,
we fhall be in danger of having it filled by fome
fortunate ruffian, who may treat us in the fame

. manner,
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manner,’ and then, whcre will be our freedom ?
where our property ?

As 10 religion, I hold it to be the indifpenfible
duty of all government, to protect all confcienti-
ous proteflors thereof, and I know of no other bu-
finefs which government hath to do therewith.
Let a man throw afide that narrownefs of foul, that
felfithnefs of principle, which the niggards of all
profeflions are {o unwilling to part with, and he will
be at once delivered of his fears on that head.
Sufpicion is the companion of mean fouls, and the
bane of all good fociety. For myfelf I fully and
confcientioufly believe, that it is the will of the Al--
mnghty, that there fhould be diverfity of religious
opinions -among us : It affords a larger field fot
our chriftian kindnefs. Were we all of one way
of thinking, our - religious difpofitions would want
matter for probntlon ; and on this liberal principle,
. I'look on the various. denominations among us, to
be like children of the fame family, differing only,

in what is called their Chriftian names.

'

In page fifty- four I threw out a few thoughts
" _on the propriety of a Continental Charter, (for I
only prefume to offer hints, not plans) and in this

. place, I take the liberty of re-mentioning the fub-.
;c&, by obferving, that a charter is to be ut;’:ler- i
ood
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ftood as a bond of folemn obligation, which the
whole enters into, to fupport the right of every
feparate part, whether of religion, perfonal free-
dom, or property. A firm bargain and a right
reckomng make long friends.

In 4 former® page I hkewnfe mennoncd the ne-
ceflity of a large and equal reprefentation: and
there is no political matter which more deferves
our attention. A f{mall number of eleGors; or
a fmall number of reprefentatives, are equally
dangerous. But if the number of the reprefenta-
tives be not only fmall, but unequal, the danger
is increafed, As an inftance of this, I mention the
following ; when the Aflociators petition was be-
- fore the Houfe of Affembly of Pennfylvania;
twenty-eight members- only were prefent, all the
Bucks county members, being eight, voted againtt

it, and had feven of the Chefter members done

the fame, this whole province had been govcrned
by two counties only, and this danger it is always
expofed to. The unwarrantable ftretch Ilkem&,
which that houfe made in their laft fitting, to gain
an undue authority over the Delegates of that pro-
vince, ought to warn the people at large, how they
truft power out of their own hands. A fet of in-
ftrutions for the Delegates were put together,
which in point of fenfe and bufinefs would have dif-
’mnourcd a fchool-boy, and after being approved by

a few,

PPV Sy
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a few, a very few without doors, were carried into
the Houfe, and there pafled in bebalf of the whole
colonsy ; whereas, did the whole colony know, with
what ill-will that Houfe hath éntered on forne ne-
ceflary public meafures, they would not hefitate
a moment ,to think them unworthy of fuch a
truft,. e -

JImmediate neceflity makes many things conveni-
ent, which if continued would grow into oppreffi-
ons. Expedience and right are different things.
When the calamities of America required a conful-
tation, there was no method fo ready, or at that
time fo proper, as to appoint perfons from the
feveral Houfes of Affembly far that purpoie, and
the wifdom with which they have proceeded hath
preferved this continent from ruin. But as it is
more than probable that we fhall never be without
a Concress, every well-wither to good order,
muft own, that the mode for choofing members
of that body, deferves confideration. And I -put
it as a queftion to thofe, who make a ftudy of man-
kind, whether reprefentation and eleiion is not too
great a power for one and the fame body of men
to poffefs? When we are planning for pofterity,
we ought to remember that virtue is not heredita-

ry.

K ' It
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It is from our enemies that we often gain excel-
lent maxims, and are frequently furprifed into
reafon by their miftakes. Mr. Cornwall (one of the
Lords of the Treafury) treated the petition of the
New-York Affembly with contempt, becaufe tbas -
Houfe, he faid, confifted but of twenty-fix mem-
bers, which trifling number, he argued, could nat
with decency be put for the whole. We thank
him for his involuntary honetty *.

To ConcLupEe, however ftrange it may appear
to fome, or however unwilling they may be to
think fo, matters not, but many ftrong and ftrik-
ing reafons may be given, to fhew, that nothing
can fettle our affairs fo expeditioufly as an open
and determined declaration for independance.
Some of which are,

‘Firfi—It is the cuftom of nations, when any
two are at war, for fome other powers, not en-
gaged in the quarrel, to ftep in as mediators, and
bring about the preliminaries of a peace: but while

" America calls herfelf the fubje&t’of Great Britain,
no power, however well difpofed fhe may be, can

*® Thofe who would fully ander;/?and of what great
confequence a large and equal reprefentation is to a flate,
JSbould read Burgh's political Liguifitions.

. offer
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offer her mediation. Wherefore, in our prcfent
ftate we may quarrel on for ever.
Stmnd{y.——lt is unreafonable to fuppofe, that
France or Spain will give us any kind of affiftance,
~if we mean only to make ufe of that affiftance for
the purpofe of repairing the breach, and ftrength-
ening the conneftion betwéen Britain and Ame-
rica ; becaufe, thofe powers would be fufferers by
~ the confequcnces

Thirdly.~—While we profcfs ourfelves the fub-
je€ts of Britain, we muft, in the eye of foreign na-
tions, be confidered as rebels. The precedent is
fomewhat dangerous to #beir peace, for men to be
in arms under the name of fubjecis; we on the
fpot, can folve the paradox: but to unite refift-
ance and fubjection, requires an idea much too re-
fined for common underflanding.

Fourthly—Were a manifefto to be publithed,
* and difpatched to foreign courts, fetting forth the
miferies we have endured, and the peaceable me-
thods we have ineffectually ufed for redrefs; de-
claring, at the fame time, that not being able,
any longer to live happily or fafely under the cruel
difpofition of the B—fh court, we had been driven
to the neceflity of breaking off all connetion with
her; at the fame time affuring all fuch courts of

K2 our
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our" peaceable difpofition towards them, and of
our defire of entering into trade with them: Such
a memorial would produce more good effeéts to

" this Continent, than if a fhip were frelghted with
petitions to Bntam.

Under our prefent denomination of Britith fub-
Je€ts we can neither be received nor heard abroad :
_ The cuftom of all courts is againft us, and will be
fo, until, by an independance, we take rank with

other natiops.

" Thefe proceedings may at firt appear &nnge

and difficult ; but, like all other fleps which we
have already paffed over, will in a litde time be-
come familiar and agreeable ; and, until an inde-

pendance is declared, the Continent will feel idfelf

like a man who continues putting off fome unples-
~ fanc bufine(s from day to day, yet knows it muft

~.be done, hates to fet about it, withes tt over, and
is continually haunted with the thoughts of its ne-
ceflity.

‘ - APPEN.
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INCE the publication of the firt edition of
this pamphlet, or rather, on the fame day oo
whtcbltwneout,the ’s Speech made it’s ap-
in this city. Had the {pirit of prophecy
du-e&ed the birth of this production, it could not
have brought it forth, at a more feafonable junc-
ture, or a morec neceflary time. The bloody-
mindedness of the one, thew the neceflity of pur-
fuing the doftnine of the other. Mch read by
way of revenge. Acd the fpeech, inftead of terri-
fying, prepared a way for-the manly principles of
Independance.

Ceremon‘y, and ecven, filence, from whatever
motive, they may arife, have a hurtful tendency,
" whea they give the leaft degree of couatenance 1o
"bafe and wicked pcfformmca. wherefore, if this
maxim be admitted, it naturally follows, that the
'——"8 {poech, as being a picce of finithed villainy,
deferved, and ftill deferves, a genera! execration
both by the Congrefs and the people.  Yet as the
domeftic tranquillity of a pation, depends greatly
on the chafity of what may properly be called Na-
TIONAL MANNERS, it is often better, to pafs fome
things over in filent difdain, than to make ufe of.
fuch new methods of diflike, as might introduce

the
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the leaft innovation on that guardlan of our peace
and fafety. And perhaps, it is chleﬂy owing to this
prudent delicacy, that the —'s Speech hath not
before now, fuffered a public -execution. The
Speech, if it may be called one, is nothing better
than a wilful, audacious libel againft the truth, the
“common good, and the exiftence of mankind ; and
is a formal and pompous method of offering up
buman facrifices to the pride of tyrants. - But this
general maffacre of mankind, is one of the privi-
leges, and the certain confequences of K—s; for
as nature knows them mot, they ‘know ot ber and
although they are beings of our own creatmg,
know not s, and are become the gods of ' their
- creators.  The fpeech hath one good quality, which
is, that it is not calculated to deceive, neither can
we, evén if we would, be deceived by it. Bruta-
lity and tyranny appear on the face of it. It leaves
us at .no lofs: And every line convinces, ‘even in
- the moment of reading, that He, who hunts the
woods for prey, the naked and untutored Indian
is lefs a Savage than the of B—. -

Sir J——n D———e¢, the putative- father of a

~whining jefuitical piece, fallacioufly called, “ T2e
Addre/s of the people of ENGLAND 1o the inbabitants of
AMeRica,” hath, perhaps from a vain fuppofition,
that the people bere were to be trightened at the
pomp and defcription of a king, given, (tHough
very unwifely on his part) the real character of the

“prefent
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- prefentone: “ But,” fays this writer, “ if you are
inclined to pay compliments to an adminiftration,
which we do not complain of,” (meaning the Mar-
quis of Rockingham’s at the repeal of the Stamp
A&) “it is very unfair in you to withold them
from that prince, by whofe NoD ALONE they were
permitted to do any thing.” This is toryifm with a wit-.
nefs! Here is idolatry even without a mafk ; And
he who can calmly hear, and d:geﬂ: fuch do&rme,
hath forfeited his claim to rationality—an apoftate
from the order of manhood’; and ought to be con-
fidered—as one, who hath, not only given up the
proper dignity of a man, but funk himfelf beneath
the rank of animals, and contemptibly crawl
through the world like a worm. :

However, it matters very little now, what the
of E cither fays or does; he hath
wickedly broken through every moral and human
obligation, trampled nature and canfcience beneath
his feet; and by a fteady and conftitutional fpirit
of infolence and cruelty, procured Yor himfelf an
univerfal hatred. It is mow the intereft of Ameri-
ca to provide for herfelf. ~She hath already a large
and young family, whom it is more her duty to
‘take care of, than to be grantmg away her proper-
© ty, to fupport a power who is become a reproach
to the names of men and chriftians.——YE, whofe
office it is to watch over the morals of a nation, of
whatfoever feét or denomination ye are of, as well
. . as
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as ye, who are more immediately the guardians
of the public liberty, if ye with to preferve your
native country uncontaminated by European cor-
ruption, ye muft in fecret with a feparation——
But leaving the moral part to private refle@ion, 1
fhall chiefly confine my fanhcr remarks to the fol-
lowing heads.

Firtt, That it is the mtcreﬁ of America to be fe-
parated from Bricain.

8econdly, Which is the eafieft and moft pra@ti-
cable plan, RECONCILIATION or INDEPENDANCE?
with fome occafional remarks.

In fupport of the firft, I could, if 1judged it
proper, produce the opinion of fome of the ableft
and moft experienced men on this continent ; and
whofe fentiments, on that head, are not yet pub-
lickly known. It is in reality a felf-evident pofiti-
on: For no nation in a ftate of foreign depen-
dance, limited in its commerce, and cramped and
fettered in its legiflative powers, can ever arrive at
any matcrial eminence. America doth not yet
know what opulence is ; and although the progrefs
~ which fhe hath made ftands unparalleled in the
hiftory of other nations, it is but childhood, com-
pared with what fhe would be capable of arriving
at, had fhe, as fhe ought to have, the legiflative

powers in her own hands. England is, at this
' time,
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time, proudly coveting what would do her no

~good, were fhe to accqmplifh it; and the Conti-

nent hefitating on a matter, which will be her final -
ruin if negleted. Itis the commerce and not the
conqueft of Amefica, by which England is to be
benefited, and that would in a great meafure con-
tinue, were the countries as independant of each
other as France and Spain ; becaufe in many arti-
cles, neither can go to a better market. Butitis
the indqpcndance of this country on Britain or any
other, which is now the main and only object
worthy of contention, and which, like' all other
truths difcovered by neceflity, will appear clearer
and ﬂ:rongcr every day.

Fnrﬁ Becaufe it will come to that one time or
other, , '

Sccon;:lly. Becaufe the longer it is delayed the
harder it will be to accomplifh.

I have frequently amufed myfelf both in public

- and private companies, with filently remarking

the fpacious errors of thole who fpeak without
reflecting. And among the many which I have

* heard, the following feems the moft general, viz.

that had this rupture happened forty or fifty years
hence, inftead of mow, the Continent would have
been more able to have fhaken off the dependance.
To which I reply, that our military ability a tbis time
arifes from the experience gained in the laft war, '
: and
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and which in forty or fifty years time, would have
been totally extin@®. The Continent, would not,
by that time, have had a General, or even a mili-
tary officer left; and we, or thofe who may fuc-
ceed us, would have been as ignorant of martial
matters as the ancient Indians: And this fingle

pofition, clofely attended to, will unanfwerably '

prove, that the prefent time is preferable to all
others. The argument turns thus—at the con-
clufion of the laft war, we had experience, but
wanted pumbers ; and forty or fifty years hence,
we (hou‘fd have numbegs, without experience ;
wherefot, the proper point of time, muft be fome
particular point between the two extremes, in
which a fufficiency of the former remains, and a
proper increafe of the latter is obtained : And that
point of time is the prefent time.

The reader will pardon this digreflion, as it
does not properly come under the head I firft fet
out with, and i0 which I again return by the fol-
lowing pofition, viz.

Should affairs be patched ‘up with Britain, .and
fhe to remain the governing and fovereign power
of Amcnca, (which as matters are now circum-
ftanced, is giving up the point entirely) we fhall
deprive ourfelves of the very means of finking the
debt we have or may contra. The value of the

‘back lands which fome of the provinces are clan-
deftinely deprived of, by the unjuft extention of
: the
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the limits of Canada, valued only at five pounds ‘
fterling per hundred acres, amount to upwards of
twenty-five millions, Pennfylvania currency; and

‘the quit-rents at one penny ﬂ:crlmg per acre, to

two millions yearly.

Ttis by the fale of thofe lands that the debt may
be funk, without burthcn to any, and the qmt-

" sent referved thereon, will always lcﬂ'en, and in

time, will wholly fupport the yearly expence of
governmcnt. It matters not how long the debt
is in paying, fo that the lands when fold be applied
to the difcharge of .it, and for the execution of

" which, the Congrefs for the time being, will be the

cont;ncntal truftees,

!procecd now to the fecond head, viz. Which
is the eafieft and moft praé’tlcablc plan, RECONCILI- |
ATION or INDEPENDANCE? with fome occafional

remarks.

He who takes nature for his guidé is not eafily

beaten out of his argument, and on that ground

1 anfwer generally——Tbat INDEPENDANCE being.a
SINGLE SIMPLE LINE, contained within ourfelves;
and reconciliation, a matser exceedingly perplexed and
:ompl:cated and in which, a treacherous capricious
court is to mtcrfm, gives the anfwer without a doubt.

The prefent ftate of America is truly alarming
toevery man who is capable of reflexion, With-
L2 : out
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out faw, without government, without any other
mode of power than what is founded “on, and
granted by courtefy. Held together by an unex-
ampled concurrence of fentiment, which is never-
thelefs fubje@ to change, and which every fecret
enemy is endeavouring to diffolve. Our prefent
condition is, Legiflation without: law; wifdom
without a plan ; a conftitution without a name ;
and, what is ftrangely aftonithing, perfet Indepen-
- danice contending for Dependance.  The inftance
is without a precedent ; ‘the cafe never exift-
ed before; and who can tell what may be
the event? the property of no man is fecure
in the prefent unbraced fyftem of things. The
mind of the multitude is left at random, and
fecing no fixed object before them, they purfue
fuch as fancy or opinion ftarts. Nothing is crimi-
nal ; there is no fuch thing as treafon ; wherefore,
every one ‘thinks himfelf at liberty to a& as he
pleafes. The Tories dared not to have affembled
offenfively, had they known that their lives, by
that at were forfeited to the laws of the ftate.
A line of diftin@ion fhould be drawn, between
Englifth foldiers taken in battle, and inhabitants of
America taken in arms..  The firft are prifoners,
but the latter traitors. The ane forfeits his liberty
the other his head. S

Notwithftanding our wifdom, there is a vifible
feeblenefs in “fome of our proceedings which gives
encouragement to diffentions. The Continental

' ' 4 belt

7
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belt is too loofely buckled. And if fomething is
not done in time, it will be too late to do any
thing, and we fhall fall into a ftate, in which,
neither reconciliation nor independance will be practi-
cable. The and his worthlefs adherents are
got at their old game of dividing the Continent,
and there are not wanting among us, Printers,
who will be bufy in fpreading fpecious falfehoods.
The artful and hypocritical letter which appeared
a few months ago in two of the New-York papers,
and likewife in two others, ‘is an evidence that
there gre men who want cither judgment or ho-
nefty. ' .

It is eafy getting into holes and corners and
“talking of reconciliation : But do fuch men feri-
oufly confider, how difficult the tafk is, and how
dangerous it may prove, fhould the Continent di-
vide thereon.. Do they take within their view,
all the various orders of men whofe fituation and
circumftances, as well as their own, are to be con-
fidered therein. Do they put thémfelves in the
place of the fufferer whofe all is already gone, and
of the foldier, who hath quitted a// for the defence
of his country. If their illjudged moderation be
" fuited to their own private fituations only. regard-
lefs of others, the event will convince them, that

*¢ theg are reckoning without theix Hoft.”

Put us, fays fome, on the footing we were on in

fixty-three : To which I anfwer, the requeft is not
y-three s eh A e
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mow in the power of Britain to comply with, neithep
will fhe propofe it ; but if it were, and even fhould
be granted, I afk, asa reafonable queftion, By
what means is fuch a corrupt and faithlefs court to
'be kept 'to its engagements ? Another parliament,
nay, even the prefent, may hereafter repeal .the
obligation, on the pretence of its being violcntly
obtained, or unwifely granted ; i and in that cafe,
Where is our redrefs >—No going to Jaw with na-
- tions ; cannon gre the barrifters of crowns; and
~ the fword, not of juftice, but of war, decides the
fuit. To be an the footing of fixty-three, it is not
fufficient, that the Jaws only be put on the fame
ftate, but, that our circumftances, likewife, be put
. on the fame ftate; Our burnt and deftroyed towns
repaired or built up, our private loffes madé good,
our public debts (contracted, for defence) difcharg- -
ed; otherwife, we fhall be millions worfe than we
were at that enviable period.. Such a requeft had
it been complied with a year ago, would have won
the heart and fopl of the Continent---but now it is
too latc, . The Rubicon is pafled.”

Befides the tal\mg ap arms, merely to enforce the
repeal of a pecuniary law, feems as nnwarrantable
by the divine law, and as repugnant to human
feelings, as the taking up arms to enforce obedi-
ence théreto. . The obje&, on either fide, doth not
juftify the ways and means; for the lives of men
are too valuable to be caft away on fuch trifles: It
_is the violence which is done and threatened toour

: perfons ;

S
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perfons : the deftruction of our property by an .
armed force ; the invalion of our country by fire
and fword, which confcientioufly qualifies the ufe’
“of arms: And the inftant, in which fuch a mode
of defence became neceffary, all fubjettion to Bri-
tain ought to have ceafed; and the independancy .
of America fhould have been confidered, as dating
its &ra from, and publithed by, tbe firff mufket tbat
awas fired againft ber. This line is a line of confiften-
cy; neither drawn by caprice, nor extended by
ambition ; but produced by a chain of events, of
~ which the colonies were not the authors.

I fhall conclude thefe remarks, with the follow-"
ing timely and well intended hints, We ought
to refle@t, that there are three different ways by
which an independency may hereafter be effeted ;
and that ome of thofe réree, will one day or other,
be the fate of America, viz. By the legal voice of
the people in Congrefs; by a military power; ot
* ‘byamob: It may not always happen_that our fol-
_diers are citizens, and the multitude a body of rea-

fonable men ; virtue, as [ have already remarked,
is not hereditary, neither is it perpetual. Should an
independancy be brought about by the firft of thofe
means, we have every opportunity and every en-
couragement before us, to form the nobleft, pureft
* conftitution on the face of the earth. We have it
in our power to begin the world over again. A fi-
tuation, fimilar to the prefent, hath not happened

fince the days of Noah until now.  The birth-da);
/ o
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of a new world is at hand, and a race of men per-
haps as numerous as all Europe contains, are to re-
ceive their portion of freedom from the event of
a few months. The Reflexion is awful---and in
" this point of view, How trifling, how ridiculous,
do the little, paltry cavellings, of a few weak or -
interefted men appear, when weighed againft the
buflnefs of a world.

Should we neglect the prefent favorable and invi-
ting period, and an independance be hereafter effec-
" ted by any other means, we muft charge the con~ -
fequence to ourfelves, or to thofe rather, whofe )
narrow and prejudiced fouls, are habitually oppo-
fing the meafure, without either inquirmg or re-
fletting. There are reafons to be given in fupport
of Independance, which men thould rather privately
think of, than be publicly told of. We ought not
now to be debating whether we fhall be indepen- -
dant or not, but, anxious to accomplith it on a
firm, fecure, and honorable bafis, and uneafy ra-
ther that it is not yet began upon. Every day con-
vinces us of its neceflity. Even the Tories (f fuch -
bcmgs yet remain among us) fhould, of all men,
be the moft folicitous to promote it ; for, as the ap-
pointment of committees at firft, proteted them
from popular rage, fo, a wife and well eftablifhed
form of governmcnt, ‘will be the only certain
means of continuing it fecurely to them. #kerefore,
if they Rave not virtue cnough to be WhHics, they

. ought

i
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ought to have prudence enough to wifh for Inde-
pendance.

In fhort, Independance is the onlyBonp that
can tye and keep us together. We fhall then fee
our object, and our ears will be legally fhut-againft
the fchemes of an intriguing, as well as a cruel ene-
my. We fhall then too be on a proper footing,
to. treat with Britain; for there is reafon to con-
clude, that the pride of that court, will be lefs
hurt by treating with the American ftates for terms
of peace, than with thofe, whom fhe denominates,
““ rebellious fubjects,” for terms of accommodati-
on. It is our delaymg it that encourages her to
hope for conqueft, and our backwardnes tends
only to pralong the war. As we have, without
any good effet therefrom, with-held our trade to .
obtain a redrefs of our grievances, let us mow try
the alternative, by independantly redrefling them
ourfelves, and then offering to open the trade. The
mercantile and reafonable part of England will be
" fill with us; becaufe, peace wirh trade, is prefera-
ble to war witbout it. And if this offer be not ac-
cepted, other courts may be applied to.

On thefe grounds I reft the matter. And as no
offer hath yet been made to refute the dotrine
contained in the former editions of this pamphlet,
it is a negative proof, that either the doftrine can- -
not be refuted, or, that the party in favour of it

are too numerous to be oppofed. . WiEeREFORE,
: inftead
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inftead of gazing at each other with fufpicious or
doubtful curiofity, let each of us, hold out to his
'ncighbour the hearty hand of friendfhip, and unite
in drawmg a line, which, like an a& of oblivion,
fhall bury in forgetfulnefs every former diffention.

Let the names of Whig and Tory be extin&; and
let none other be'heard -among us, than tho('e of
a good citizen, an open and refolute friend, and a virtu-
ous _fupporter of the RIGHTS ¢f MANKIND and of the
'FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES OF
AMERICA.

9o the Reprefentatives of the Religious Society of the
People called Quakers, or to fo many of them as were
concerned in publifbing a late piece, entitled * The
¢ ANciENT TesTiMOoNY and PrinciprLes of
¢t the People called Quakers renewed, with
¢ refpect to the Kinc and GovernMeNnT, and
¢« touching the ComMmoTiONs now prevailing
“in thefe and other parts of AMERICA, ad-
¢ drefled to the PuorLe 1N GENERAL.”

HE Writer of this, is one of thofe few, who
_never difhonors religion either by ridiculing

or cavilling at any denomination whatfoever. To
God, and not to man, are all men accountable on
the fcore of religion. Wherefore, this epiftle is not

fo properly addrefled to youasa religious, butasa:

lmud bedy, dabbling in mattcrs, which the pro-
feffed



COMMON SENSE g

fefled. Quictude of your Principles mﬁru& you
not to-meddle with.

As you have, without a proper authority for fo
doing, put yourfelves in the place of the whole
body of the Quakers;.fo, the writer of this, 'in or-
der to be on an equal rank with youl’felvcs, is-un-
der the necefiity, of putting himfelf in. the place

. .of all thofe' who approve the very writings - and
principles, againft which your te[’clmony is direct-
ed: And he hath chofen their’ ﬁngular fituation,’
in order that you might difcover in him, that pre-
famption of charatter which you cannot fee in
.yourfelves. - For neither- he nor yon have any
claim or title to Political Reprefentation.

When men have departed-from the right way,
it is-no wonder that they ftumble ‘and fall. And’
it is evident from the manner in which ye have

) managed your tefhmony, that politics, (as a reli-

' gious body of men). is not your proper Walk;
for however well adapted it might appear to you,
itis, neverthelefs, a jumble of good and bad put
unwifely together, and the conclufion drawn there-
from, both unnatural and unjuft.

The two firft pages, (and the whole doth. not
make -four) we give you credit for, and expect the
fame civility from you, becaufe the love and de-
fire of peace is not confined to Ogakenfm, itis

the matural, as well as the religious wifh of all de-
M2 nomina-
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nominations of men. And on this ground, as men

labouring to eftablifh an Independant Conftitution

of our own, do we exceed all others i !n our hope,

end, and aimt, Our plan is peace for ever. We are

tired of contention with Britain, and can fee no

real end to it but in a final feparation. We att

confiftently, becaufe for the fake of introducing an

endlefs and uninterrupted peace, do we bear the.
evils and burthens of the prefent day We are

endeavouring, and will fteadily continue to endea-

vor, to feparate and diffolve a connexion which -
hath already filled our land with blood ; and which
while the name of it remains, will ‘bc the fatal
caufe of future mifchiefs ta both countries.

We fight neither for revenge nor conqueft ;
neither from pride nor paffion; we are not infult-
ing the world with our fleets and armies, nor ra-
vaging the globe for plunder. Beneath the fhade
of our own vines are we attacked; in our own
houfes, and on our own land,s, is the violence com-
- mitted againft us. We view our enemies in the
chara@ters of Highwaymen and Houfebreakers,
and having no defence for ourfelves in the civil
law, are obliged to punifh them by the military
one, and apply the fword, in the very cafe, where -
you have before now applied the halter. Per-
haps we feel for the ruined and infulted fufferers
in all and every part of the continent, with a de- .
gree .of tendernefs which hath not yet made its

way into fome of your bofoms. ' But be ye fure.
that
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that ye miftake not the caufe and ground of your
Teftimony. Call not coldrefs of foul, religioii;
nor put the Bigor in the place of the Chriffian.

O ye partial minifters of your own acknow-
ledged principles. If the bearing arms be finful,
the firft going to war muft be more fo, by all the
/ difference between wilful attack and unavoidable
defence. Wherefore, if yé really preach from
confcience, and mean not to make a political hob-
by-horfe of your religion, convince the world
thereof, - by proclaiming your doétring to our ene-
mies, for they ltkewife bear ARMs. Give us proof
of your fincerity by publifhing it at St. James’s, to
the commanders in chief at Bofton, to the Admi-
.rals and Captains who are piratically ravaging our
coafts, and to all the murdering mifcreants who are
acting in authority under HiM whom ye profels to
ferve. Had ye the honeft foul of * Barclay ye would

' preach

" @« Thou bafl tafled of profperity and adverfiry
¢ thou knoweft what it is to be banifbed thy native coun-
% try, to be over-ruled as well as 1o rule, and fet upon
¢ she throme ; and being opprefled thou baft reafon o
¢¢ know bow hateful zbe oppreflor is both to God and
-« suan : If after all thefe warnings and advestifements,
< thou dofft ot turn unto the Lord with all by beart, but
% forget bim who remembered thee in thy diftre/s, and
< give up 1hyfelf to follow luft and vanity, Jurely great

agl?
¢ apliv
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preach repentance to your king; Ye would tell the
Royal his fins, and warn him of eternal
ruin  Ye would not fpend your partial invetives
againft the injured and the infulted only, but like
faithful minifters, would ery aloud and fpare none.
Say not that ye are perfecuted, neither endeavour
to make us the authors of that reproach, which,
ye are bringing upon yourfelves; for we teftify
unto all men, that we do not complain againtt you
becaule ye are- Quakers, but becaufe ye pretend to
+4¢ and are NoT Quakers.

Alas! it feems by the particular tendency of fome
part of your teftimony, and other parts of your
condud, as if all fin was reduced to, and compre-
hended in tbe ac? of bearing arms, and that by the
people only. Ye appear to us, to have miftaken
_ party for confcience; becaufe the general tenor of

- Your actions wants uniformity : And it is exceed-
ingly difficult to us to give credit to many of your
pretended fcruples ; becaufe we fee them made by
the fame men, who, in the very inftant that they

*“ will be thy condemnation.— Againk which fnare, as
*“ well as the tempration of 1hofe who may or do feed
¢ thee, aqd Prompe thee to ev:l, the moft excellent and
““ prevalent remedy wwill be, to apply thyfelf to that light
“of Chriff which fbineth in thy confcience and which
*“ neither can, nor will flaster thee, nor JSuffer thee to be
“ateafeinthy fins.” ' ' L
Barclay’s Addrefs to Charles II.
: T are
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are exclaiming agail"lﬁ the mammon of this world,
are neverthelefs, hunting after it with a ftep as
fteady as Time, and an appetite as keen as Death.

The quotation which ye have made from Pro- -
verbs, in the third page of your teftimony, that,
‘“ when a man’s ways pleafe the Lord, he maketh
even his enemies to be at peace with him"’; is very

. unwifely chofen on your part; becaufe it amounts

to a proof, that the king’s ways (whom ye are fo_
defirous of fupporting) do mor pleafe the Lord,
otherwife, his reign would be in peace.

1 now proceed to'the latter part of your teftimo-
ny, and that, for which all the foregoing feems only
an introduction, viz.

"¢« It hath ever been our judgment and principle,
* fince we were called to profefs the light of Chrift
« Jefus, manifefted in our confciences unto this day,
*¢ that the fetting up and putting down kings and -
« governments, is God’s peculiar prerogative ; for

. % caufes beft known to himfelf: And that it is not -

¢t our bufinefs to have any hand or contrivance
s¢ therein : nor to be bufy bodies above our ftation, .
¢ much lefs to plot and contrive the ruin, or over-
¢ turn any of them, but to pray for the king, and
* fafety of our nation, and good of all men: That
“ we may live a peaceable and quiet life, inall -
«¢ goodline(s and honefty ; under the government which

' : “ God
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* God is pleafed to fet over us”---If thefe are i‘eally
your principles why do ye not abide by them? -
Why do ye ‘not leave that; which ye call God’s
Work, to be managed by himfelf ? Thefe very
_ principles inftruct you to wait with patiencé and
bum:luy, for the event of all public meafures, and
to receive that event as the divine will towards you:

_ Wherefore, what occafion is there for your political
seftimony if you fully believe what it contains? And
the very publithing it proves, that cither, ye do not
believe what ye profefs, or have not vmue enough
to praéhfe what ye believe.

The principles of Quakerifm have a dire¢t ten-
dency to make a man the quict and inoffenfive
fubje of any, and every government wbich is fet
over bim.  And if the fetting up and putting down
_ of kings and government is God’s peculiar prero-
gative, he moft certainly will not be robbed there-
“of by us; wherefore, the principle itfelf leads you
to approve of every thing, which ever happened,
or may happen to kings as being his work. Ovi-
ver CromweLL thanks yoir---CHARLES, then,.
died not by the hands of man; and fhould the
prefent Proud Imitator of him, come to the fame
untimely end, the writers and publifhers of the
tct’tlmony, are bound by the do&rine it contains,
- to applaud the fact. Kings are not taken away
by miracles, ‘neither are changes in‘governments
brought about by any other means than fuch as are

' ' common -

~
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common and human; and fuch as we are now
-ufing. Even the difperfing of the Jews, though‘
foretold by our Saviour, was effccted by arms.
Wherefore, us ye refufe to be the means on one

fide, ye ought not to be meddlers on the other; .

but to wait the iffue in filence; and unlefs you
can produce divine authority, to prove, that the
Almighty who hath created and placed this new
.world, ‘at the greateft diftance it could poffibly
ftand, eaft and weft, from every part of the old,
doth, neverthelefs, difapprove of its being inde-
pendant of the corrupt and abandoned “court of
B———n, unlefs I fay, ye can fhow this, how can ..
ye, on the ground of your pringiples, jutify the
_exciting and firring up the people * firmly to
““ unite in the abborrence of all {uch writings, and
 meafures, as evidence a defire and defign to
“ break off the bappy connexion we have hitherta
‘ enjoyed, with the kingdom of Great-Britain,
‘ and our juft and heceffary fubordination to the
“ king, and thofe who are lawfully placed in au-
¢ thority under him.”  What a flap in the face is
here! the men, who, in the very paragraph before,
have quictly and paffively refigned up the ordering, .
. altering, and difpofal of kings and governments,
into thes hands of God, are now recalling their
principles, and putting in for a fhare of the bufi-
nefs. Is it pofible, that the conclufion, which is
here juftly quoted, can any ways follow from the
do@trine laid down? The inconfiftency is too glar-.
S ing
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ing not be feen; the abfurdity too great net- to
be laughed at ; and fuch as could only have been
made by thofe, whole underftandings were dark-
“ened by the narrow and crabby fpirit of a defpair-
ing political party ; for ye are not to be confidered
as the whole body of the Quakers but only as a
fational and frational part thereof.

Here ends the examination of your teftimony;
(which I call upon no man to abhor, as ye have’
done, but only to read and ‘judge of fairly;) to
which I fubjoin the following remark; * That
“the fetting up and putting down of kings,”
. moft certainly mean, the making him a king who
is yet notfo, and the making him no king who is
already one. And pray what hath this to do in
the prefent cafe? We neither mean to fer up nor -
,to put dwon, neithet to make nor to unmake, but to
have nothing to do with them. threfore, your
teftimony in whatever light it is viewed ferves on-
ly to difhonour your judgment, and for many
other reafons had better have been let alone than
publifhed. ' :

‘Firft. Becaufe it tends to the decreafe and re-
proach of all religion whatever, and is of the ut-
moft danger to fociety, to make it a party in po-
- litical difputes.

Secondly,
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Secondly. Becaufe it exhibits a body of men,
numbersof whom difavow the, publithing political
teftimonies, as being concerned therein and ap-
provers thereof.

Thirdly. Becaufe it hath a tendency to undo
that continental harmony and friendfhip which
yourfelves by your late liberal and charitable do-
nations hath lent a hand to eftablifh ; and the pre-
fervation of which is of the utmoft confequence
tousall.

And here without anger or refentment I bid
.you farewell. Sincerely wifhing, that as men and
chn{tlans, ye may always fully and umntermptedly
enjoy every civil and religious nght, and be, in
your surn, the means of fecuring it to others ; but
that the example which ye have unwifely fet; of
mingling religion with politics, may be difavowed
and reprobased by evety inbabirant of AMERI cA.
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