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RAMSAY’S

UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

EGYPT,

HAS the Mediterranean for its boundary on the north;
the isthmus of Suez and the red sea on the east; Nubia,
the deserts of Barca, and unknown regions of Africa on the
south and west. It is called in the Holy Scriptures Misraim,
and the land of Ham, having been first inhabited, after the
deluge, by Noah’s youngest son Ham, and by his son Mis-
raim. Writers of Universal History, generally, treat of
Egypt first. It is doubtless one of the oldest nations of the
world, but cannot have an exclusive claim to priority. As it
lay south-west from the supposed centre of postdiluvian set-
tlement, it was in a line with the usual stream of population,
and was therefore probably soon occupied ; butbeing atsome
considerable distance from it, was not likely to be settled be-
fore the countries which were nearer, or lay between. The
first choice of sites for settlement by adventurers into new
countries, are generally high, or at least dry lands. When
the low lands of Egypt were subdued by cultivation, their
fertility would both attract and maintain numerous settlers;
but this must have been a work of time.* We have there-

¢ Of the families who went in quest of new settlements, those who took
possession of Egypt seem to have been the most fortunate. That singular
country given, by its situation among deserts, to enjoy more than insular
security, offered in wonderful abundance the necessaries of life. Its pe-
riodical floods, which to the unexperienced might appear ministers only of
desolation, would be known by those who had seen the Euphrates or Tigris

VOL. IX. (2]
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fore, departed from our predecessors, so far as to treat of
Egypt and other parts of Africa, after Asia.

Egypt is situated between the forty-eighth and fifty-third
degree of longitude, and the twenty-fourth and thirty-third
degree of north latitude ; its length from north to south, is
near six hundred miles, and the breadth of its coast, on the
Mediterranean, from eastto west is about two hundred and
- ninety miles. This country is divided into upper, middle,
and lower Egypt.

The first part, or that nearest the cataracts, was formerly
embellished with a great number of superb cities, majestic
temples, palaces, tombs, obelisks, and especially that famous
city Thebes, celebrated for its astonishing population, its
riches, and its edifices. Ancient authorities tell, that from
each of its hundred gates it could send out two hundred
chariots, and ten thousand men. The ruins, still remaining,
of this great city, render what we are told of it credible.
Memphis, in the middle Egypt, without equalling Thebes,
still exhibits to the eyes of travellers magnificent remains.
It is believed that the lower part of Egypt, named Delta, on
account of its resemblance in figure to the Greek letter of that
name, is a creation of the Nile, which by depositing its mud,
has formed this accumulation of land.

periodically overflow their banks, to be among the most precious boons of
nature. Forfrom the operation of the waters of the Nile, almost the whole
of that, strictly called Egypt, receives a kind of tillage, as well as a very rich
manuring, eo that besides producing spontaneously, a profusion of herbs and
roots, which form a coarse but wholesome food, it is, moreover, very advan-
tageously prepared by the hand of nature, almost alone, for the reception of
any grain that man may throw into it. Thus invited, the occupants of Egypt
gave their attention to agriculture ; and the fertility of the soil making the
returns prodigiously great, populousness quickly fellowed abundance ; polity
became necessary ; and we are told that in this country was constituted the
first regular government. Scicllce appears to have originated in Asia. Of
the arts, Egypt was probably the mother of many, as she was certainly the
nurse of most. The sciences appear to have received attention there, only
in proportion to their supposed importance to civil life. Geometry is said
to have been the offspring of the peculiar necessity of the country; for the
annual overflowings of the Nile, obliterating ordinary land marks, that sci-
ence alone could ascertain the bounds of property.
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The animals, peculiar to Egypt, are the hippopotamus or
xiver horse, an untameable, fierce, and very irritable animal,
the crocodile, an amphibious and voracious monster of the
lizard kind, but sometimes thirty feet or more in length, the
ichneumon, a kind of rat, which clears the land from reptiles
and other insects, engendered in the mud after the inunda-
tion. It is also a very formidable enemy to the crocodile,
the eggs of which it breaks, wherever it finds them. We
likewise find there, cameleons, apes, camels, and gazelles.

Among the birds of this country, the eagle and falcon are
distinguished. From the banks of the Nile and the lakes,
the pelican, the heron, large flocks of wild ducks, and other
aquatic birds, take their flight. The ostrich runs over the
sandy plains which surround Egypt, and the ibis, a bird
formerly worshipped, and still greatly esteemed, takes his
station at the entrance of the desertas.on a frontier to be
guarded, and devours the serpents which Lybia sends. Fish
are likewise very abundant, and furnish the principal food
of the common people. The revenue which the fish of the
lake Manzalak brings in to the Turkish emperor, amounts
to forty thousand crowns per annum.

Trees, excepting such as bear fruit, are rare; of the latter
the date is the most common, and of the others the palm,
cedars, and a thorny tree, supposed to be the acacia, are the
most useful. Egyptproduces flax, which has always been
in much esteem, and the papyrus, which supplied the Egyp-
tians with paper, garments, utensils and medicines, and of
which they even ate the pith. They made similar use of the
lotus, or lily of the lakes. Whoever has tasted the fruits,
vegetables, and esculent roots of Egypt, will not wonder
that the Jews so much regretted their loss of them. The
other plants, roots, and fruits, which afford food to the
inhabitants, are so excellent, and grow in such abundance,
that they are almost sufficient to maintain the people, with~
out the use of corn; but the great wealth of the country
arises from its luxuriant harvests, which, in an almost uni-
versal famine, enable it to support the neighbouring nations.
This was proved under the administration of the patriarch
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Joseph. In later ages, Egypt has been justly called the gia-
nary of Rome and Constantinople.

The objects most attractive of curiosity in Egypt, are the
pyramids, which have been justly placed among the wonders
of the world. The three principal ones are situated near
the spot where Memphis formerly stood, and where Grand
Cairo at present stands. The word pyramid, the names
of their architects, the time when they were built, and the
manner in which they were erected, have all been the sub-
jects of learned, but unprofitable dissertations.

The largest and finest pyramid is situated advantageously
on a rock a hundred feet high, in the middle of a level plain.
It is a perfect square, each side of which correspondent
with one of the four cardinal points, and precisely adjusted
to the meridian, is nearly seven hundred feet in length, at
the base. The area of the whole contains something more
than ten acres. The height of the pyramid is nearly five
hugdred feet, and its dimensions continually contract up-
wards till it terminates in a flat surface, about sixteen feet
square, and composed of nine pieces. It may be ascended,
though with considerable difficulty, by layers of stone which:
form steps, by retiring three feet each layer. On entering
it, by a passage in the middle, we find galleries and stair-
" cases, the walls of which are of a brilliant stone, beautifully
polished, and, in the largest chamber, coated with beautiful
marble, there is still a tomb of porphyry, to which the light
cannot penetrate by any opening.

Few questions have been disputed with greater warmth,
than that which relates to the builders of these stupendous
monuments. Josephus imagined they were erected by the
Israelites, during their hard captivity under the Pharaohs;
but this opinion seems fully refuted by the language of
scripture, which informs us, that the slavish employment of
- Israel was the making of bricks, whereas these pyramids
are constructed of stone. Others suppose that they were
erected (in consequence of Joseph’s solemn prediction) for
granaries to lay up corn, during the seven plentiful years;
but this idea is groundless, since the figure of a pyramid is
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the least capacious of any regular mathematical body, and
the small dimensions of the rooms within utterly overthrow
such 2 conjecture.

‘We can neither determine with certainty the object, or the
builders of these stupendous erections, nor the period when
they were commenced or finished. We can, however, ven-
ture to asgert, that their least antiquity must be near three
thouszad years; since Herodotus, who lived above two
tliousand two hundred years ago, found so little satisfaction
in his enquiries after them ; and Diodorus, who lived before
the birth of Christ, supposes the great pyramid to have been
built one thousand years before his time.

With respect to the end for which these monuments were
erected, it is generally supposed, that they were designed
for sepulchres and monuments of the dead.

Why the Egyptian monarchs should have burdened them-
selves, or their people, with such an enormous expense as
must, of necessity, have been attached to the building these
pyramids, is an enquiry of an higher nature. Aristotle has
supposed them the work of tyranny; and Pliny imagines
that they were built partly from ostentation, and partly out
of state policy. But the true design seems to have sprung
from the Egyptian theology, which taught its votaries, that

30 long as the body was preserved from decay, the soul con-
tinued with it; and hence we may account for the great
pains, and curious precautions of the Egyptians, relative to

. the bodies of their deceased friends. These have been car«

ried to 30 great an extent, that human carcases, called
mummies, are still found entire under their aromatic ban~
dages, which have existed for several centuries.

The reason why a pyramidal figure was generally chosenr
for the momuments seems to have been, because it is the
most permanent form of structure; for by reason of the
gradual construction towards the top, it is neither overbur~
dened with its own weight, nor subject to the scaking of
rain, as other buildings generally are.

Pliny and Diodorus agrée in the asseftion, that no less than'
three hundred gnd sixty thousand nien were employed in
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erecting the first pyramid. Itis said that twenty years were
spent in the work ; and Herodotus tells us, that there was, in
his time, an inscription on the pyramid which expressed, that
sixteen hundred talents of silver, or 413,333/. 6s. 84. sterling
were expended in garlic, leeks, onions, &c. for the workmen.

These monuments were prodigious, but they were rathet
designed as proofs of power than models of beauty. All are
obliged to confess, that no potentate, now in being, could
possibly raise such enormous and expensive piles of build-
ing. But that which we deem most admirable in these py-
ramids, is the incontrovertible evicence they afford of the
early progress made by the Egyptlans in astronomy; for
the four sides of the great pyramid are turned exactly to
the four quarters of the world, and consequently show the
true meridian of that place. They also show that, during
the long space of time which has elapsed since the erection
of the monument, no alteration has taken place in the poles
of the earth, or the meridians.

The celebrated structure situate near Arsinoe, and distin-
guished by the name of the Labyrinth, seems to have been
designed as a pantheon .of all the Egyptian deities,and as a
place for the accommodation of the general assembly of ma-
gistracy of the whole nation. This truly wonderful building
contained no less than three thousand chambers, fifteen hun-
dred of which were subterraneous, and set apart, either for
the sepulchre of the kings who built the labyrinth, or for the
abodes of the sacred crocodiles. These were never shewn
to strangers; but Herodotus informs us, that he viewed
every room in the upper part, in which he found enough to
fill him with astonishment. Innumerable exits, by different
passages, and infinite returns, afforded a thousand occasions
of wonder ; while his conductor led him from a spacious hall
to a chamber, from thence to a private cabinet, and then
through other passages, that led to the more sumptuous
rooms, where the roofs and walls were completely incrusted
with fine marble, and adomed with exquisite sculptures. The
halls were surrounded with beautiful polished columns, and
at the termination of the Jabyrinth stood a pyramid of two
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hundred and forty feet high, decorated with large figures of
various animals.

However curious and magnificent we may deem the Egyp-
tian pyramids, and the justly celebrated labyrinth, Herodo-
tus pronounces the lake of Moeris infinitely superior, and
boldly affirms, that it is the noblest and most wonderful of
all the works of the kings of Egypt. Its circumference is
about twelve or fifteen leagues, which is prodigious, when
we consider that it was formed by human labour, as appear-
ed from two pyramids, which, in the time of Herodotus,
raised their heads to the height of three hundred feet, in
the centre of the lake.

This lake, in the deepest part, has fifty fathoms water;
it stretches from north to south, and is fed by water from
the Nile, by means of a channel cut for that purpose. Its
construction is attributed to a king, called Moeris, who
formed his great design for the purpose of correcting the
irregularities of the Nile, either by preventing the stagna-
tion of the water, in other places, to the detriment of the
lands, or by preserving an ample supply, when the river
failed in its usual prolific inundations.

An isle, of about one league in circumference, may be stilt
seen in the middle of this lake, but no vestiges are discerni-
ble of the two pyramids which formerly stood here. These
statements have come down to us from antiquity ; but their
incorrectness is justified by modern travellers, particularly
by Brown and Denou.

The Nile is, in reality, the greatest wonder of Egypt, as
by its annual augmentation it waters the surrounding lands,
and abundantly supplies the defect which must, otherwise,
inevitably result from the frequent want of rain. The sources
of this river were unknown to the ancients, but they are now
well known to be in Ethiopia. The Nile enters Egypt almost
under the tropic of Cancer, precipitating itself over seven
falls or cataracts.* Having passed though the upper and

® The appearance and roaring of these make the traveller shudder as he
approaches them ; but the inhabitants, used to them, exhibit to strangersan
astonishing spectacle ofintrepidity. Suspended on the top of the water, they
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middle Egypt, it divides itself into two large arms, a little
below Memphis, and subdividing itself into seven channels,
mingles its waters with those of the Mediterranean.

Though many subtle reasons were formerely invented to
account for the greatincrease of this river, it is now univer-
sally acknowledged to be entirely owing to the heavy rains,
which fall in Ethiopia. With respect to the time of its in-
crease, it first commences in May, yet no public notice is
taken of it till the latter end of June, when it has usually
risen to the height of ten or twelve feet. The public criers
then begin to proclaim it through all the Egyptian cities, and
continue to publish its daily augmentation, till it rises to the
height of twenty-four feet; when the dam of the great ca-
nal at Bulak is opened with great solemnity, and the day is
devoted to feastings, fire works, and all other demonstrations
of public rejoicing.

As the Nile could not of itself cover every part of the coun-
try in a due proportion, the Egyptians have, with great la-
bour, cut a vast number of canals to facilitate the overflow-
ing of their lands. The villages, that stand on eminences on
the banks of the Nile, have their respective canals, and the
more distant villages have theirs also, even to the extremities
of the kingdom ; by which means, the waters are successively
conveyed to the most remote places. It is not lawful to cut
the trenches for the reception of the waters, till the river has
attained its proper height; neither must all the trenches be
opened together ; as, in that case, some lands would be in-
jured by the inundation, while others would be almost totally
deprived of their needful refreshment. The trenches are
therefore opened with the greatest precaution, first in the
upper, and afterwards in the lower Egypt; and the na-
tives, who strictly attend to prescribed rules, contrive to dis-
pose. the fertilising fluid, so judiciously, that all parts of the
country are plentifully watered.

There are indeed many elevated lands, which, notwith-

precipitate themselves down the rocks, and when they seem to be swallowed
up, they re-appear at a distance, safely floating on the river, become calm
as.a canal,
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standing, these canals cannot possibly receive the benefit of
the Nile’s increase. This want is supplied by a great num-
ber of wells, spiral pumps, and wheels, which carry a rope
of large earthern pots and draw water from the canals. In
this labour no less than two hundred thousand labourers
are daily employed, besides the men who draw water in
wicker baskets of so fine a texture, that not a drop of the
liquid runs through.

The Egyptian husbandmen have not the laborious task of
ploughing, digging or breaking the clods; nor have they
any occasion for manure, as the Nile, by bringing with it a
profusion of mud or slime, fattens the earth, and makes it
exceedingly fruitful. When, therefore, the river has re-
tired, the agriculturists have no more to do than to mingle
a little sand with the earth in order to abate its strength;
after which, they cast in their seed with little trouble, and
at an inconsiderable expense. They generally sow in Oc-
tober and November, as the waters subside; within two
months, the ground is covered with a rich variety of grain
and pulse, and the harvest is gathered in March and April.

In consequence of the overflowing of this truly wonder-
ful river, Egypt exhibits, at different seasons of the year,
two different, but very beautiful prospects. If a man as-
cends some lofty mountain, or one of the great pyramids of
Grand Cairo, in the months of July and August, he beholds,
with amazement, a spacious sea spotted with innumerable
towns and villages intersected with several causeways, and

occasionally contrasted with groves and orchards; while a-~

magnificent display of mouptainous scenery, bounds the de-
lightful view, and terminates a most exquisite horizon, at
the utmost distance the eye can discover. On the contrary,
if the view be taken in winter, that is, in the months of Jan-
uary and February, the whola country resembles one exten-
sive meadow clothed with the finest verdure, and enamelled
with an infinite variety of flowers; the plains are embel-
lished with numberless flocks and herds ; the mild zephyrs
are, literally, impregnated with the sweet odours that rise
from the orange and lemon blossoms; and the air is alto-
VOL. IX. 3]
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gether so pure and salubrious, that a one more healthy or
agreeable cannot be found any where. Nature, which seems
to droop and languish in every other climate, appears, at
this time, to triumph in the delights of her Egyptian abode.

The canal, by which a communication was opened be-
tween the Red sea and the Mediterranean, was first pro-
jected and begun by Sesostris, continued by his successors
Nechio and Darius, and completed by Ptolemy Philadel-
phus, who contrived sluices by which it might be shut or
opened, as there was occasion. Its breadth was one hun-
dred cubits, its length fifty leagues, and its depth sufficient
to bear the largest vessels. It was formerly of great ser-
vice to the trade of Egypt, but it is now almost filled up,
and scarcely any remains of it are to be seen.

The lower Egypt extends from Heptanomis to the Medi-

‘terranean, and contains not only the Delta, but also the
cities of Mareotis and Alexandria.

The last named of these was, formerly, reckoned next to
Rome for the grandeur of its buildings, and richness of its
materials. It received its name from Alexander the Great,
who caused it to be built; and, after his decease, it was
chosen by the Ptolemies for the place of their residence,
by which means it"became the metropolis of Egypt. The
ancients assert, that it occupied about fifteen miles. The
royal palace, which constituted a fifth part of the city, was
erected in a most delightful situation by the sea side, and
contained, besides the royal apartments, a grand museum,
and the sepulchre* of the kings.

Near Alexandria was the city of Nicopolis, greatly em-
bellished by Augustus, after the defeat of Antony; and at
the distance of one hundred and twenty stadia was Ca-
nopus.

That part of lower Egypt, which is called the Delta, is
said to have contained several famous cities', of which we

* The body of Alexander was deposited in this place, and here it was
viewed by the emperor Augustus, who scattered flowers over it with the
most lively marks of veneration, and honoured it with a crown of gold.

 owenGoogle g
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enumerate, Sais, Butus, Leontopolis, and Tanis, formerly
honoured by the residence of the Pharaohs. The Delta is
now said to contain three hundred and sixty villages, it
yields a variety of fruit in so great abundance, that when a
scarcity is experienced in other parts of the kingdom, the
Delta is crowned with an exuberant produce.

Of the other cities of lower Egypt, we shall only notice
Bubastus, Babylon, Pelusium, and Heliopolis, or the city
of the sun, where a magnificent temple was erected to the
great luminary of heaven, and where particular worship
was paid to a bull, under the name of Menevis.

When we consider the proximity of Egypt to the tropic,
we may naturally suppose that the climate must be ex-
tremely warm. The air is generally dry in the upper part
of the kingdom; yet some refreshing dews descend for
several months, after the swelling of the Nile, and rain is
frequently seen in the lower Egypt during the winter. The
first summer, which is in March, April, and May, is rather
sickly and unwholesome, on account of the parching winds
and excessive heats which then prevail; but in June, July,
and August, which constitute the second Egyptian sum-
mer, as also in autumn and winter, the air is serene, the
weather settled, and the country altogether paradisaical.

Their government was always monarchical ; but it appears
that, from the earliest times, they took wise precautions to
prevent the power of one alone from being hurtful. The
"education of a king was not entrusted to his parents. The
presumptive heir to the crown was, from his birth, confided
to the priests, who were well instructed in religion and the
laws. He was attended only by young men of approved
manners ; no slave, nor any persons of suspicious character
might approach him. By religious exercises, by examples,
and by the daily recital of the consequences of noble or base
actions, the idea was inculcated in him, of a God reward-
ing virtue and punishing vice. His employments were ap-
pointed for every hour of the day; the form of his habits
prescribed ; the time for the repetition of his exercises fixed ;
and the dishes of his table regulated, both with respect to -



14 RAMSAY’S UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

quality and quantity. Far from finding themselves disa-
greeably restrained by the severity of these regulations,
many of the kings of Egypt acknowledged, that they owed to
them their vigour and health of body. The monarch, while
he lived, was reverenced as a God, but at his death submit-
ted to the lot of other mortals. The whole people sat in
judgment over him at the entrance of his sepulchre ; and,
after a scrupulous examination, if his good actions did not
outweigh his bad ones, he was dxsgracefully deprived of
the rites of sepulture.

The kingdom was divided into provinces, each of which
had its governor; and the lands distributed between the
king, the priests, and the soldiers, who formed the three
principal orders.

The priests attracted veneration by their knowledge and
their virtues. They wore a habit of distinction, had a seat
in the council of state, when the Egyptians elected a king,
not of the class of priests, he was initiated into their order,
before he was enthroned. The priesthood was, no doubt,
hereditary, since the Egyptians were obliged to follow the
profession of their fathers, even if they were soldiers. The
latter, like the priests, let out their lands to cultivators, and
received a rent. The skill of the Egyptian husbandmen has
always been celebrated, both in tillage and the management
and breeding of cattle. They still practice their ancient
method of hatching eggs in ovens, and thus rapidly multi-
ply their poultry.

Their first care in the choice of judges was, that they
should be of irreproachable morals. The members of the
first tribunal of the nation, in number thirty, were taken
from the principal cities ; because it was supposed, that they
would possess more knowledge and information. They
chose their president, who, as a mark of his dignity, wore,
suspended from his neck, the image of Truth ornamented
with diamonds. They were paid by the king. Causes were
pleaded by the parties in person.  The plaintiff presented his
complaint in writing, a copy of which was given to the de-
fendant, who returned his answer. The plaintiff replied,
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and the defendant, if necessary, rejoined ; after which the
judge, without speaking a word, turned the image of Truth
towards the party in whose favour he decided. No advo-
cates were permitted ; their eloquence, subtlety and habit of
disguising the truth rendered them suspected. In general,
the Egyptians chose rather to judge by written, than parole
evidence, because the difference in facility of expression,
might give to one of the parties a superiority, unfriendly to
impartial justice.

Their laws have been acknowledged to be so wise, that
even distant nations came to learn and adopt them ; and the
wisdom of the Egyptians became proverbial. But in the ob-
jects of their worship, they were so infatuated, as to prove
the insufficiency, even of cultivated reason, in matters of

.religion. They descended so low, as to pay divine honour
to leeks and onions. ' .

The Egyptians worshipped a number of divinities, the
principal of which were the sun and moon, under the names
of Isis and Osiris. They likewise assigned gods to preside
over all the elements. Vulcan over fire, Ceres over the earth,
Ocean over the sea, and Minerva over the air; they placed
Jupiter, the spirit and vivifying power, in heaven. They
supposed the stars to be animated by other subaltern gods,
or by the souls of heroes. . .

From worshipping the emblematic figures of animals, it
was not a very wide step to the worship of the animals
themselves; and this step the Egyptians soon made. The
attention, care, and precaution, with which they chose and
fed the ox Apis, are well known. There was not a single
town which had not its peculiar deified animal; a cat, dog,
wolf, hog, crocodile, serpent, bird or fish, for which large
buildings, aviaries, or ponds were provided, according to
their several natures, and priests appointed to attend them.
But strange to tell, the animal which was adored in one
town, was sacrificed in another. Hence arose mortal enmi-
ties among the inhabitants of the same country. Itis said,
that these enmities were excited and encouraged by the po-
licy of one of their kings, who perceiving that his subjects
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were naturally inclined to sedition, ordered that each town
and province should worship a particular animal. The
Egyptians.being thus divided into distinct societies, preju-
diced against their neighbours, on account of their different
objects of religious worship, and mutually ridiculing and
despising each other, because of the diversity of their cus-
toms; could not, without great difficulty, be brought to unite,
0 as to cause any serious disturbance in the state.

Theugh the objects of divine worship among the Egyp-
tians were ridiculous, yet it is certain that nothing could
exceed the seriousness, solemnity, and scrupulous exact-
ness with which they performed their religious ceremonies. -
They offered sacrifices, and sometimes of human beings.
Their service was pompous, and their festivals lively and
splendid. Like other nations, they had their oracles. Thein
temples and idols shone with the most sumptuous orna-
ments, and were enriched by daily offerings. On viewing
this magnificence, it must have been difficult to believe,
that the object of it could have been a brute or a vegetable.
But the human mind appears to be capable of the most op-
posite extremes. Among the Egyptians, we find the wisest
civil institutions, in conjunction with fidiculous supersti-
tions bordering on frenzy. Such is man when left to him-
self. *

»

# «Perhapsfew people were more superstitious than the Egyptians. Almost
every production of nature was an object of their religious worship; the sun,
moon, planets, stars, the river Nile, animals of all sorts, from the human
being to the monkey, dog, cat, and ibis, and even the onions and leeks
which grew in their gardens. Jupiter was adored by them under the form of
a ram; Apollo under the farm of a crow; Bacchus under that of a goat, and
Juno under that of a heifer. The reason why the Egyptians worshipped
those animals is given by Eusebius, viz. that when the giants made war on
the Gods, they were obliged to take refuge in Fgypt, and assume shapes or
disguise themselves, under different kinds of animals, in order to escape.
Jupiter hid himself in the body of a ram, Apollo in that of a crow, Bacchus
in a goat, Diana in a cat, Juno in a white heifer, Venus in a fish, and Mer-
cury in the bird ibis, all which issummed up by Ovid in the following lines:

Duxque gregis, fit Jupiter—

Delius in Corvo, proles Semeleia, Capro,

Fele soror Phzbi, nives Satumia vaccd, -

Pisce Venus latuit, Cyllenius ibidis alis. JAferam. Iv. 1. 526.
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Education among the Egyptians was confided to their
priests, who taught them religion, geometry, arithmetic,
reading and writing, especially to the youth, who were de-
signed for trade. They were early accustomed to mode-
ration by not being permitted to eat of viands prepared by
100 refined cookery. The Egyptians wore but few clothes,
and walked barefoot. They were taught from their youth
to reverence old age. They made cleanliness a duty, and
gratitude a point of honour. In some districts, the women
carried on trade, and were employed in business without
doors ; while the men spun and managed the household af-
fairs. We still find among them several habits, which else-
where are peculiar to one sex, transferred to the other.

They were perhaps the first who taught the doctrine of
the immortality of the soul, in the metempsychosis. It

" passes, said they, from one body into another and even into
the bodies of animals; but these transmigrations do not
commence until after the corruption of the carcase, on which
account, they were so attentive to its preservation. They
spared neither labour nor expense, in the construction of
their sepulchres.

Their funeral ceremonies began by the mourning of the
women, which consisted in loud lamentations, and frantic
cries. The embalmer was then sent for, who, according to
the price allowed him, employed spices of greater or less
value, and performed his work with more or less exactness.
To such perfection was the art of embalming carried in
Egypt, that the body was not in the least disfigured. The
hair, even of the eyebrows and eyelids, suffered no alter-
ation, and the features were so perfectly preserved, that the
persons might be recognized. The embalmers prepared
the body, delivered it to the relations, who put it in a
wooden coffin, and placed it in an upright position, either in

These animals, therefore, became sacred to them on account of the deities,
who, as fable reports, had taken refuge in them. Others suppose, that the
reason why the Egyptians would not sacrifice or kill those creatures was,
their belief in the doctrine of the metempsychosis or transmigration of souls;
for they feared lest, in killing an animal, they should kill a relative or afriend.
This doctrine is still held by the Hindous.”—Dn. Adam Clarke.
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a sepulchre or in one of their own apartments ; for many of
the Egyptians kept their dead at home, esteeming it a great
pleasure to behold the lineaments of their ancestors in this
state of preservation. Some authors have asserted that they
occasionally brought the corpse of a friend, as a guest to
their entertainments.

'~ When the body was properly prepared, a publxc notice
was given of the day when it was to pass the lake, previous
to its interment. At the appointed time, about forty judges
assembled, and seated themselves on a certain place beyond
the lake, which, in all probability, was that of Moeris. The
vessel, whose pilot, in the Egyptian tongue was called Cha-
ron, being drawn up to the shore, every person was at liber-
ty to accuse the deceased before the coffin was suffered to
embark. If an accuser appeared and established his asser-
tions, the judges passed sentence accordingly, and refused
to grant the customary burial; but if no accusation was
brought forward, the relations, laying aside their sorrow,
began to recite the praises of the deceased. These praises
were followed by the plaudits of the assistants, and the body
was honourably deposited in its destined place.

Egypt was the great academy of the earlier ages of the
world. To it the sages of Greece and other countries re-
paired, and drank largely from its fountains of knowledge.
These facts are obvious, both from sacred and profane his-
torians, the former assuring us, that “ Moses was learned in
all the wisdom of the Egyptians,” and’ mentioning to the
praise of Solomon, that this wisdom excelled all the wisdom
of Egypt, and the latter universally allowing this nation to
have been the parent of all philosophical knowledge.

Geometry is universally believed to have been first dis-
covered in Egypt; and is supposed to have resulted from
the frequent selling out and measuring those lands, that
were annually disturbed by the inundation of the Nile. Yet
it seems improbable that the Egyptians should have made
any great improvement in this science, as Pythagoras, after
his return from Egypt, offered a hecatomb on his finding
out the propertion of the longest side of a right angled tri-
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angle to the other two ; and Thales, who had studied geo-
metry among the Egyptians, sacrificed an ox to the gods, in
consequence of his having discovered a method of inscrib-
ing a right angled triangle within a circle.

Arithmeties on account of its great and general utility,
was diligently cultivated in this famous country.

Astronomy is regarded as an invention of the Egyptians,
who, by reason of the flatness of their country, and the pecu-
liar serenity of their air, might-observe the motion of the ce-
lestial bodies with great facility.

It is certain, that this nation first adjusted the length of
the year to the annual revolution of the sun, by adding five
additional days and six hours to their twelve months of
thirty days each. But their knowledge of the theory of the
planetary motions was very imperfect; for Thales was the
first mortal, who ventured to predict an eclipse, and the re-
duction of the motion of the heavenly bodies into tables and
hypotheses, was first effected by Eudoxus and Ptolemy.

The science of medicine is generally ascribed to the in-
vention of Esculapius, which name was given to Josothrus,%
king of Memphis, for his great skill in that art.

The physicians, spoken of in the inspired narration of
Moses, were, most probably, rather embalmers than physi-
cians ; unless we suppose both arts to have been originally
practised by the same person, which might have been the
case in the time of the patriarch Joseph; though, in latter
ages, one set of medical men applied themselves to chirur-
gical operations, while another prescribed solely for internal
distempers. The human body was parcelled out among dif-
ferent physicians, the diseases of the head, teeth, eyes, and
of some other parts, were differently assigned to different
practitioners. This regulation might naturally have been
expected to produce many important improvements in their
several provinces ; but every prospect of future discoveries
was obviated by the laws, which obliged the physicians to

* This prince was mnch more ancient than the Grecian Esculapius.
VOL. IX. (4]
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conform their prescriptions exactly to certain receipts* con-
tained in the sacred registe§ which had been collected and
approved by the most eminent men of the profession. The
Egyptian physicians had a public provision from the legis-
lature, and were therefore expected to afford the best assist-
ance to military invalids or travellers, without any pecu-
niary reward.

The science, for which this nation was parucularly famous,
‘was magic ; but it was not peculiar to them. Its professors
were the priests, and sacred scribes, two of whom, named
Jannes and Jambres, were selected by Pharoah to withstand
the Jewishlawgiver. They either performed real miracles
by divine permission, or exhibited some extraordinary in-
stances of the power of enchantment, deception or legerde-
‘main, though they were, at length compelled to bow to the
-superior power of Moses, whose miracles were avowedly
wrought by “ the finger of God.”

Commerce flourished in Egypt from the earliest times.
-An inland trade was carried on between the cities and pro-

" vinces by means of the Nile ; and foreign commerce by ca-
. nals, cut through the deserts, and communicating with the

Red sea,} and by the river with the Mediterranean. Egypt

thus maintained the communication of the two seas. It
received, by caravans, the valuable merchandize of Arabia
and India, which it transmitted, with its corn, to the south-
“ern parts of Europe ; at that time but indifferently supplied
with grain. We find in the writings of Moses, that the Mi-
dianites and Ishmaelites traded thither so early as the time
of Jacob. Itis also certain that Solomon established a very
considerable trade in those parts; and his trade seems to
have been carried on with litde interruption by the Jews,
-till the time of Ahaz, when it fell into the hands of the Sy-

® While the physician acted consistently with these authorised prescrip-
tions, he was perfectly safe in every event; but if he presumed to follow
his own judgment in particular, he was answerable for all consequences,
and incurred a capital punishment, in case his patient died.

t This was completed, or nearly so, about 246 B. C.  After a period, not
known, it was so filled up as to be useless,
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rians, and afterwards devolved to the Tyrians, till it was
completely restored to the Egyptians by the Ptolemies.

The Egyptian language is indisputably one of the most
ancient in. the world, and in all probability an original
tongue. This was the Coptic, and is still preserved and
spoken by a few. The native Egyptians, now, almost uni-
versally, speak the Arabic, but their predecessors changed
a great part of their language, as often as they changed
their masters.

No part of ancient history is more uncertain or abstruse,
than that of the first Egyptian monarchs. This nation,
fondly conceited of its antiquity, deemed it glorious to lose
itself in an abyss of countless ages; as if desirous of carry-
ing its pretensions backward to eternity. According to the
account of its own historians, gods and demi-gods governed
it successively, through a series of twenty thousand years.,
But the absurdity of such an assertion is sufficiently ob-
vious.

" To gods and heroes succeeded mortals, as sovereigns of
Egypt, of whom Manetho has left us thirty dynasties or
principalities, which (if allowed to be successive) make up
a series of time of more than five thousand three hundred
years before the reign of Alexander the Great; but this is
‘evidently erroneous. Much labour has been used by the
literati in attempting to clear up these difficulties; but it is
now generally supposed, that the kings of these dynasties
did not reign successively, but many of them at the same
time, and in different parts of Egypt.

Menes is universally acknowledged by historians as the
first king who swayed the Egyptian sceptre. In this time
the greatest part of the country was a morass, till he di-
verted the course of the Nile, and founded the city of
Memphis within the ancient bed of that river.

Herodotus informs us, that the Egyptians had a cata-
logue of three hundred and thirty monarchs, extending
from Menes to Moeris, and that nothing worthy notice was
- recorded of any of them, except an Ethiopian woman,
mamed Nitocris; byt Diodorus affirms, that the family of
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Menes, successively filled the throne, for the space of four-
teen hundred years.

It is matter of no less regret than wonder, that the his-
tory of the most learned and celebrated nation-of the an-
cient world is almost as imperfect as that of the most bar-
barous tribes.

In whatever age of the world the foundation of the mo-
narchy by Menes may be fixed, from that epoch till the
reign of Sesostris, the history of Egypt is involved in im-
penetrable obscurity. In this dark period is placed the.
invasion and conquest of the country by the Arabian er
shepherd kings, on which so much learned research has
been wasted. In the midst of this chaos, however, five
princes, Busiris II., Osymandes, Uchareus, Egyptus, and
Moeris are distinguished. Egyptus perpetuated his name
by communicating it to the country. The others are famous
in history for their magnificent works of public utility and
ornament.

Busiris is said, by Diodorus Siculus, to have built, or at
least to have greatly enlarged Thebes, the primitive resi-
dence of the Egyptian monarchs. This city, which was
afterwards named by the Greeks Diospolis, or the city of
Jupiter, is described as being seventeen miles and a half in
circuit. If nothing remained of this far famed city, the ac-
counts given of it by the ancients, would appear incredible.
But, after the lapse of so long a succession of ages, its stu-
pendous ruins, even at this day, attest its ancient grandeur.

Uchareus is, by Diodorus Siculus, represented as the
founder of Memphis, but Herodotus ascribes its foundation
to Menes. It is said by ancient writers to have been eigh-
teen miles in circuit. Among its principal ornaments was.
the magnificent temple of Vulcan.

The name of Moeris is dlsUngulshed by one of the most
stupendous works of the ancient Egyptians. In his reign,
the lake Moeris is said to have been, by an astonishing
effort of labour, excavated for a reservoir to receive the
superabundant water of the Nile, in the time of a copious
inundation; and to retain them, for the purpose of irrigat-
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ing the adjacent country, by the means of numerous canals,
running in every direction.

The fame of Sesostris has eclipsed that of all his prede-
cessors; yet such is the obscurity of Egyptian history, that
chronologers are unable to fix the @ra of his reign. He is,
however, commonly supposed to have been the Shishak,
mentioned in scripture; who, about nine hundred and se-
venty years before Christ, invaded Judah, and pillaged the
temple and royal palace of Jerusalem.* The relations, how-
ever, which most writers have given of his exploits, are
replete with exaggeration, and mixed with fiction. Some
have led him from the banks of the Nile to those of the
Danube and the Ganges. But whatever were their extent,
he took no effectual means for their preservation, and none
of them descended to his posterity. Sesostris seems indeed
to have been one of those romantic warriors, who conquer
only for fame. An inordinate and eccentric ambition actu-
ated his conduct; and if he did not endeavour to retain his
conquests, he was careful to perpetuate the memory of his
exploits. For this purpose he erected two obelisks of one
hundred and twenty feet high, with hieroglyphic inscrip-
tions, describing the extent of his conquests, and the
amount of his revenues. He caused to be erected in seve-
ral of the countries, through which he passed, his own
statue, armed in the Egyptian manner, with a bow in his
right hand, and a belt across the breast, on which was en-
graved, in hieroglyphic characters, an inscription comme-
morative of his conquests. Herodotus, whose veracity, in
regard to what he himself had seen, is now universally ac-
knowledged, informs us, that he saw two of these statues in

* A variety of circumstances render this conjecture extremely probable.
From the geographical situation of these countries, no Egyptian conqueror
could make any progress in Asia, without involving the kingdom of Judah in
the sweep of his operations. But the Hebrew annals give not the slightest
intimation of any king of Egypt, except Shishak, ever approaching the con-
fines of Judea, before Pharaoh Necho, in the peign of Josiah, who was slain
in attempting to oppose his passage at Megiddo. This circumstanoe affords
the strongest reason to believe, that the Shishak of the scripture could be
no other than the Sesastris of profane history.
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Asia Minor. Besides building a number of temples, mo~
numents of his piety or his ostentation, Sesostris also dis- -
tinguished himself by numerous works of unquestionable
utility. He caused an additional number of canals to be
made, which, communicating with the Nile, and intersect-
ing the country in a variety of directions, increased its fer-
tility, and diffused abundance through all its districts. He
surrounded the cities with ramparts, to secure them from
the annual inundation, and cut navigable canals from the
river, to those that were situated at a distance from its
banks, in ‘order to facilitate inland commerce. These bene-
ficial works, performed wholly by the labour of captives,

together with the influx of wealth by conquest, greatly en-
riched and embellished the kingdom. His name was the

boast of the Egyptians, and his reign the #ra of their mi-
litary glory ; for, excepting that period, they had scarcely
ever been a conquering or martial people. Egypt considered

him as the greatest of her monarchs, and his reign as the

most brilliant epoch of her national annals.

At the period, now under consideration, the monarchy of
the ancient Egyptians seems to have attained to the acme of
its greatness. From the reign of Sesostris till six hundred
and seventy B. C., Herodotus has exhibited a regular suc-
cession of kings; but their reigns are uninteresting, and:
their history is disguised by fables. A few particulars only,
are worthy of notice. The reign of Anysis is memorable
by the irruption of Sabacho, king of Ethiopia, who invaded
and subjugated Egypt,-but ruled with such lenity that,
under his government, the kingdom flourished in prospe-
rity and peace; and the people had reason to regard him
as a benefactor, rather than a conqueror. This prince, after
along reign over Egypt, relinquished his conquest, and re-
tired into his own country.

The reign of Sethon may be considered as a remarkable
#ra in the history of Egyptian superstition, as well as in
that of the monarchy. This king, who had been the high
priest of Vulcan, and, through the preponderating influence
of the sacerdotal order, had raised himself to the throne,
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carried his despotism to a pitch beyond all example. With
a desperate boldness,he seized on the lands appropriated to
the soldiery, so that the whole landed property of Egypt
was in the hands of himself, and the priests. Nothing can
more evidently shew the unlimited influence of the priests
over the nation, and at the same time the abject superstition
of the soldiery and the populace. The Egyptian history is
a tissue of truth and fable closely interwoven ; but the whole
mass of fiction and fact, of which it is composed, tends to
shew how artfully, and how successfully the priests acquired
and maintained their influence over the kings, the soldiery,
and the people.

The reign of Sethon was the period, in which the sacer-
dotal power was in its meridian. Egypt then exhibited the
curious spectacle of a priesthood, possessing not only the ab-
solute sovereignty of the most flourishing country on the
face of the globe, but also the entire and exclusive proprie-
torship of its soil. After the death of Sethon it seems that
the whole order of priests could not furnish another person

_of equal abilities to sway the sceptre,and maintain the sacer-
dotal despotism. Egypt was, during some time, convulsed
with anarchy, until the intestine commotions finally settled
into an oligarchical government of twelve chiefs, each of
whom superintended a separate district, while their joint
authority extended over the whole kingdom.

The union of these oligarchs did not prove permanent,
though begun in perfect concord. The cause of their dis-
cord is unknown; but its issue introduced the first lumin-
ous period that occurs in the history of Egypt. Psamneti-
cus, one of the twelve chiefs, whose district lay next to the
sea coast, having in some manner excited the envy or jea-
lousy of his colleagues, was excluded by them from his share
in the government. A civil war ensued, and Psamneticus
havingcalled in a foreign aid of Ionians, Carians, and others,
made himself master of the kingdom, which he raised toa
higher pitch of greatness and glory than it had ever attained,
.since the days of Sesostris. This revolution, which hap-
pened A. A, C. six hundred and seventy; constitutes the
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&ra of the true Egyptian chronology. All, previous to that
period, is wholly conjectural.

The whole history of Egypt, in those early periods, rests
solely on the authority of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus.
These two writers had their information from the priests of
that country, a set of men fond of allegory and fiction, and
strongly tinctured with vanity. The annals of the Hebrews
attest that as early as the time of the patriarch Jacob,
one thousand seven hundred and five B. C., Egypt was a
flourishing monarchy. In appreciating the testimony of the

priests, who were the only historians as well as philosophers |

of the kingdoms, whatever allowances may be made for the
vanity of their nation and order, it must be confessed that

 the stupendous monuments and ruins of the remotest anti-
quity, strongly corroborate their accounts of the ancient
grandeur of their country.

Psamneticus cultivated with prudent assiduity the friend-
ship of those strangers, by whose aid he had obtained pos-
session of the kingdom, and established a colony of Greeks
in the Delta, on both sides of the Nile, with schools for in-
structing the Egyptian youth in the Grecian language. This
prince opened the ports of his kingdom to all foreigners ;
and, during his long reign of fifty-four years, Egypt enjoyed
the benefits of a flourishing commerce. In his time hap-
pened the famous irruption of the Scythians into western
Asia. By the efficacy of presents he concluded a treaty with
‘these barbarians, by which he prevented them from visiting
Egypt, and prudently diverted the storm from his domi-
nions. Inhis reign, was first established a general inter-
course between Egypt and Greece; and from that period,
the Egyptian history, although far from becoming luminous,
begins to emerge from its former obscurity.

Pharaoh Necho, son and successor of Psamneticus, was
powerful by land and by sea, and being of an enterprising
and warlike disposition, was the great enemy and rival of
Assyria and Babylon. It is said, that in his reign, and
under his auspices, was performed the famous circumnavis
gation of Africa by Phenician and Egyptian mariners, who
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sailing from the Red sea, coasted round that centinent, and:
returned by the straits of Gibraltar. This voyage, if it did
actually take place, was a more arduous enterprize than the
circumnavigation of the globe in modern times. It was in
fighting against this prince, that Josiah, king of Judah, fell
in battle at Megiddo.* Having defeated the Babylonians,
and taken the city of Carchemis, Necho deposed Jehoahaz,
king of Judah,.and placed on the throne Eliakim, to whom
he gave the name Jehoiakim, and imposed on the Jew-
ish nation an annual tribute. Necho, however, did not long
enjoy this extensive power; for, about three years after-
wards, he was totally defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylen, who recovered Carchemis, and the neighbouring
provinces. The Egyptian monarch, being stripped of all his
conquests, confined himself within the limits of his own
kingdom, and died about eight years after his defeat by
the Babylonians. Psamnis, his son, next ascended the
throne ; but his reign affords nothing that is worthy of his-
torical notice. He was succeeded by his son Apries, the
Pharaoh Hophra, spoken of in the scripture.

The commencement of this prince’s reign was brilliant
and happy ; but its termination was unfortunate. He entered
into a treaty with Zedekiah, king of Judah, whom he pro-
mised to support against Nebuchadnezzar. When Jerusa-
lem was besieged, the king of Egypt marched his army into
Syria; but not daring to hazard a battle with the Babylo-
nians, he retreated into his own country, and, after this
transaction, Amasis rebelled against Apries,and almost all
the Egyptians favoured his revolt; while the king was sup-~
ported only by his foreign troops. During the civil war,
which, on this occasion, convulsed Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylen, having completed his conquests of Tyre.
and Jerusalem, entered that country, which, in its divided
state, was far from being capable of resisting so warlike
and powerful an invader. Profane history makes no men-
tion of this event; and all we can gather from scripture is,
that the Babylonian monarch ravaged the country, and car-

* 2 Kings, ch. 23.
VOL. IX. - [5]
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. ried off an immense booty.* The usurper having vanquished
Apries, and, according to the denunciation of the prophet,
delivered him into the hands of those who sought his life,
the unfortunate king was strangled by his rebellious sub-
jects. Historians have assigned to Amasis, who now be-
came sovereign of Egypt, a prosperous reign of forty-four
years, and assure us, that the kingdom was never more po-
tent and flourishing, than during this period. According
to their relations he shewed a great predilection for the
people and manners of Greece. He encouraged the Greeks
to settle in Egypt, and to construct temples to the honour
of the Grecian gods. Solon, the celebrated legislator of
Athens, paid a visit to this prince, by whom he was gra-
ciously received. Amasis is said to have enriched his
kingdom by trade; and, the Grecian historians assert, that
Egypt never displayed greater wealth and magnificence,
than during his reign. But whatever might be the pros-
perity of the reign of Amasis, it is certain that the glory
and splendour of ancient Egypt expired with that monarch.
His son Psammenitus, had no sooner ascended the throne,
than the kingdom was conquered by Cambyses, king of
Persia, and felt all the weight of his merciless hand. The
body of Amasis was dragged -from the sepulchre, torn in
pieces, and reduced to ashes ; and Psammenitus, the reign-
ing king, was put to death by the command of the con-
queror. Egypt, which had so long flourished in splendour,
in power, and celebrity, now saw her cities pillaged, her
temples prophaned, and her gods destroyed.

These violent proceedings gave rise to that inextinguish-
able hatred, which the Egyptian nation ever after entertain-
ed against the Persians. This implacable animosity was
religious, as well as political, and was kept up by a variety
of moral circumstances, which particularly distinguished
the two nations. The disciples of Zoroaster despised and
abhorred the idolatry of Egypt, and the Egyptians, being
zealously attached to their ancient superstitions and preju-

'* Jeremiab, ch. 21.
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dices, were beyond measure exasperated at the contempt,
which the Persians shewed. for their gods, their religion
and laws. They were therefore incessantly occupied in
forming schemes for throwing off so insupportable a yoke ;
and, in the reign of Darius Hystaspes, broke out into an
open rebellion. In this they persisted till the second year
of Xerxes, when they were again reduced to obedience.
Wearied out with oppression, they revolted a second time,
in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, placed Inarus, king
of Lybia, on the throne of Egypt, and called in to their aid
the Athenians, the declared enemies of Persia. The Athe-
nian fleet, attacking that of the Persians, captured and de-
stroyed a great number of their vessels. The combined
army of the Athenians, Egyptians and Lybians, also totally
defeated the Persians, killed an almost incredible number,
and drove the rest into Memphis. But the Persians, being
hard pressed by the close pursuit of the victors, took refuge
in a strongly fortified quarter; while the Egyptians re-
mained masters of the_ rest of the city, and kept the Per-
sians besieged in their fortress, during the space of three
years. So long were the different quarters of the Egyptian
metropolis divided between two hostile powers. Inarus,
being apprised of the march of a formidable Persian army,
redoubled his efforts on their fortressin Memphis; but met
with so vigorous and persevering a resistance, that he was
at length obliged to relinquish the enterprise, and evacuate
the capital. After suffering a defeat from the Persian army,
he retired into the isle of Prosopotis, which was formed by
two branches of the Nile, where he in his turn had the mor.
tification to see himself besieged. The Persians, at last,
having, by means of a canal, drained that branch of the
Nile in which the Athenian fleet was stationed, near the
island, Inarus, with his Egyptian adherents and Grecian
confederates, was obliged to surrender, on conditions,
which were afterwards inhumanly violated by the Persians.
Through the solicitatiogs of the mother of Artaxerxes, Ina-
rus was crucified, and the rest of the Egyptian and Athenian
prisoners were beheaded. Such was the disastrous termi..
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mation of the war,-which Inarus, king of Egypt and Lybia,
undertook against Artaxerxes. The Egyptians were again
reduced to subjection; but their spirit of independence was
not extinguished. Amyrtzus, one of their chiefs, retired
with a chosen band into the marshes, and other inaccessible
situations, until the tenth year of Darius Nothus, when, a
general revolt of the kingdom taking place, he issued out
from his retreat, and, putting himself at the head of the *
patriots, expelled the Persians, and placed himself on the
throne of Egypt. Those revolts of the Egyptians had been
constantly favoured by the Greeks, the declared enemies of
the Persian power.

Egypt, having at last thrown off the Persian yoke, was
again governed by a succession of native princes, who seem
to have been sometimes independent, sometimes tributary
to the kings of Persia. In general, however, a hostile sys-
tem subsisted between the two nations, and Egypt joined
i almost every confederacy that was formed against the
Persians. After thirty years of this hostile independence,
during which period, the Egyptians neglected no oppertu-
nity of shewing their irreconcileable aversion to the Per-
sians, Artaxerxes Mnemon, at last, resolved to make a
grand effort for the reduction of Egypt. Achoris, who at
that time swayed the sceptre of that kingdom, perceiving
the impending storm, made the most vigorous preparations
for averting the danger with which he was threatened.
Before the commencement of the contest, however, Achoris
died. The reign of Psammethis, his successor, lasted only
a year. After him, Nepherotes reigned no more than a
month, and Nectanebus then ascended the throne. During
this time, the Persian preparations had been slowly carried
forward ; but, at length, their whole army, consisting of two
hundred thousand Persians, and twenty thousand Greeks,
entered Egypt. Since the Peloponnesian war, the Athe-
nians had changed their system of politics, and were ex-
tremely desirous of cultivating the friendship of the great
king, in order to counterbalance the power of the Lacede-

,monians, and the enmity of other Grecian states. They
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had, therefore, not onlyrecalled thei¢ awxiliary troops from
the Egyptian service, but sent to the Persian king the ablest
of their generals to command the Greeks, whom he enter-
tained in his pay. The differences, however, which arose
between the Persian and the Athemian general, crippled
their operations, and they were finally expelled from Egypt.
After the lapse of twelve years, Artaxerxes, notwithstand-
ing the miscarriage of his former attempt, made prepara-
tions for another expedition. Tachos, who had succeeded
Nectanebus in the throne of that kingdom, concluded a
treaty with the Lacedemonians, who sent him a powerful
force, under ¢the command of their celebrated king Agesi-
laus, whom the Egyptian monarch had promised to make
generalissimo of his forces. But Tachos, in his first inter-
view with Agesilaus, formed so disadvantageous an idea of
that great man, that he never had any regard for his person
or counsels. He expected to see 2 man of a noble and
majestic presence, whose dress, equipage, and personal ap-
pearance should correspond with the fame of his exploits,
but was disgusted, as well as surprised, when he found an
old man, of a mean physiognomy, and clothed in plain ap-
parel. This contempt for the Lacedemonian king, and con-
sequent neglect of his counsels, caused the ruin of Tachos.
Having, contrary to the advice of Agesilaus, marched to
attack the Persians, in Syria, the Egyptians revolted, placed
on the throne another king, of the name of Nectanebus, and
expelled Tachos from the kingdom.

Nectanebus was no sooner seated on the throne, than a
powerful competitor, a native Egyptian, at the head of one
hundred thousand men, was ready to dispute with him the
possession of the kingdom. Egypt now became the theatre
of a civil war, in which Nectanebus was reduced to the 1ast
extremity. This prince had for some time been extremely
jealous of Agesilaus, and even suspicious of his fidelity to
his cause ; but found himself, at last, obliged to confide im-
plicitly in HMis counsels, and committed to him the whole
conduct of the war. Agesilaus soon after defeated and made
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prisoner the rival of Nectanebus; ‘who, in consequence of
that event, was left in peaceful possession of the kingdom.

Nectanebus, afterwards, entering into.a league with the
Phenicians and Cypriots against the Persians, Darius Ochus
finding the operations of his lieutenants ineffectual, resolv-
ed to take the command of his army in person, and to make
one powerful effort for the reduction of Egypt. The army
of Nectanebus consisting of about twenty thousand Greeks
and as many Lybians, with sixty thousand Egyptians, in all
about one hundred thousand, was not equal to a third part
of that of the Persians. From the latter, three vast bodies
were detached. One of these advancing into the country
every where proclaimed mercy, on condition of submission;
but total extermination, in case of resistance. Darius, with
the main body of the army, remained near Pelusium, in
order to regulate the operations according to the events of
the war. The Egyptians having made an attack on the ep-
trenchments of Nicostratus, were defeated with great loss,
and the garrison of Pelusium, on hearing of this disaster,
surrendered on advantageous conditions. The Greeks and
Egyptians every where submitted to Darius; and Nectane-
bus, who had prepared to defend Memphis, seeing the
kingdom lost beyond all hopes of recovery, took refuge in
Ethiopia. This conquest, which terminated the national ex-
istence, concludes the history of the ancient Egyptians, who
according to the prediction of the prophet Ezekiel* have
never, since this period, had any native king; but have con-
stantly been subject to foreign rulers.

In this rapid survey of the early history of this extraor-
dinary nation, much has been omitted, which, for centuries
past, has been regularly copied by later historians, from
those who preceded them.

To make history interesting, it must be considered as
authentic. This authenticity is rarely to be met with in the
early accounts of the Egyptians. In them facts are so fre-
quently mixed with fable, and disguised with allegory, that

® Ezekiel, xxxiil. 13.
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we must often be contented with doubtful information, or
loose conjecture. The general outlines, such as are here
concisely given, are all that can merit attention ; and though
volumes have betn written on the subject, perhaps this very
short compendium comprises every thing of consequence,
and all that really is or can be known of Egyptian history.

Egypt being finally reduced by Darius Ochus, B. C. 350,
remained subject to the Persians, and in the most abject
state of depression, until the subversion of their empire by
Alexander, whom the Egyptians received as a deliverer ra-
ther than a conqueror. Pleased with their voluntary sub-
- mission, he treated his new subjects with humanity and
kindness ; built a city there, and called itafter his ownname;
appointed one of their own country for their civil governor;
and permitted them to be governed by their own laws and
customs. By these prudent measures, and the wise admin-
istration of the first Ptolemy, Egypt revived, trade and
learning flourished, and for a while, peace and plenty bles-
sed the land. ,

At the time of Alexander’s death, Ptolemy Lagus vas
governor of Egypt. Alexander always shewed great at-
tachment to him. He honoured him with particular marks
of friendship, raised him to the first posts in the army, and
entrusted him with the important government of Egypt.
Ptolemy finding himself, at the death of the monarch of
Asia, at a distance from the centre of intrigues, took advan-
tage of his fortunate circumstances to step from the second
to the first place, and to maintain himself in his new dig-
nity. .

" Ptolemy is said to have declared, that he never undertook
any wars, but such as were necessary, and which could not
be avoided. Some of the ancient kings, his predecessors,
by their monuments, seemed to wish rather to excite the ad-
miration of the people than to promote their advantage;
but the monuments of Ptolemy, while they displayed mag-
nificence, were attended with utility. Among the chief of
them is reckoned the city of Alexandria, on the berder of
the sea, in a situation proper for uniting within its walls, the .

r
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commence of Europe, Asia, and Africa. Alexander had
builg it with that intention, and Ptolemy, by increasing itsi
population, riches, and magnificent buildings, rendered it
the queen of the east: He constructed there the famous
pharos, which becanre the model of so many others. It was
a white marble tower of a prodigious height, on the summit
of which fires. were kindled, to direct mariners during the
abscurity of the night. He caused the following inscrip—~
tion. to be placed upon it : ¢ Ptolemy to the protecting gods,
far the good of those who frequent the sea.”

Ptolemy employed great care in forming the famous li-
brary of Alexandria, which he increased to the number of
four hundred thousand volumes, and he placed it in a su-
perb edifice, under the inspection of several men of learning,,
who lodged together in a palace ; where those, fond of lite-
rature, found, at all seasons, both amusement and instruc-
tion. It appears that they lived in common, at the expense
of the public. They ate at the same table, and were supplied
with every thing in such abundance, as to excite the jealousy

“and raillery of those, who were not admitted to participate
with them. This was a remarkable institution, and we may
say, that we are indebted to Ptolemy for societies of learned.
men. This library, though so numerous, had a supplement, .
called its daughter. The mother was consumed by acci--
dent, and the daughter was committed to the flames. by the-
fanaticism of Omar. After he had taken Alexandria, he
was intreated to save the library ; but he replied, “ That if
these books contained the same doctrine as the Koran, they
were useless, and if they contained what was contrary to it,
they were dangerous.” In consequence of this reasoning,
he caused them to be distributed among the baths; where,.
for the space of six months, they served to supply the fires
ofithose public places, which were exceedingly numerons at
Alexandria. .

Besides the surname of Lagus, that of Soter or Saviour,
was given to Ptolemy by the Rhodians, out of gratitude for
his having saved them from the fury of Demetrius Poliocer-
tes. His own subjects might have given him epithets, na
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less honayrable, had ‘they wished to express .all his noble
qualities. © He was mild, beneficent, and easy of access. He
was desirous that the meanest person should be suffered to
approach him. “They are my friends,” said he, “ they tell
me truths, which my courtiers conceal from me.” This
rince showed uncommon moderation in his raillery. A
grammarian, whom he had one day rallied, having returned
a severe answer, all those present trembled for the unhappy
man, and expected that the king would inflict upon him
some signal punishment. But Ptolemy said, “ A king who"
knows his own dignity, ought never to behave to others in
such a manner as to make them be wanting in respect. i
am the aggressor, he has as much right to be offended with
my question, as I have to be with his answer; and, there-
fore, we are on an equal footing.” He was fond of inyit~
ing his subjects to his table; and if, at any time, he want-
ed a sufficiency of plate, he borrowed from ‘them, thus
uniting ecanomy with pleasure, the enjoyment of which is
_.more complete, when it is not attended with the remorse of
extravagance.

Ptolemy, during the forty years that. he reigned, made
almost an entire change in the whole face of Egypt. It had
_been loaded by the ancient kings, with colossal statues and
.gigantic monuments. These masses had been destroyed
‘and broken to pieces. Their remains covered cities, choked
up the casals, and substituted rubbish for cultivated fields.
Ptolemy caused cities to emerge from these ruins ; rendered
the canals a.gam navigable ; restored the fields to agricul-
ture; and, in his buildings, united the Grecian delicacy,
.with the Egyptian solidity. By his care, the ports on the
Red sea were opened, and those of the Mediterranean be-
came.more secure. ke rendered the Delta, that beautiful
_part of his empire, the centre of commerce; and left in a
very flourishing state, a kingdom which he had found laid
waste by the disorders of anarchy.

His successors, named like him, all Ptolemies, were dis-
tingnished by .surnames, which expressed their virtues or
vices, and sometimes their natural defects. Philadelphus,

VoOL. IX. (6]
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the lover of his brothers ; Euergetes,benefactor ; Philopator,
lover of his father ; Epiphanes, the illustrious ; Philometor,
the lover of his mother; Physcon, the big bellied ; Lathy-
rus, the chickpea ; Auletes, the flute player. Their spouses,
who, according to the usage of the country, were for the
most part their sisters, were called either Arsinoe, Berenice,
or Cleopatra. It might be imagined, that these alliances,
perpetuated in the family from race to race, would have been
a permanent pledge of friendship and concord ; but on the
contrary, they produced hatred, which not only stained the

“throne with blood, but involved the people in frequent civil
wars.

Ptolemy Soter associated with him on the throne, his

second son, Philadelphus, to the prejudice of Ceraunus, the
eldest. It would appear, when we consider the bad quali-
ties of the latter, that this conduct of the father did not
arise so much from predilection as from prudent foresight.
Ceraunus took shelter in Macedonia with king Seleucus, by
whom he was favourably received, and whom he assassi-
nated. After this murder, he married Arsinoe, the widow,
who was his own sister, and who had in her possession the
capital of the kingdom. To obtain her hand, he promised
to watch over her children with paternal care; but he but-
.chered them on the very day of his marriage. Arsinoe
was once more rendered a widow by the indignation of the
_people. It is not known whether she waited for these
events before she married her brother, Philadelphus, with
whom she sought refuge, after she had torn herself from
the arms of Ceraunus. She was much older than Philadel-
phus, yet she acquired and preserved complete empire over
his mind.

Soter, the son, displayed in a great measure the virtues
of his father. He is celebrated for his ability in the art of
governing. He regulated, with just proportion, the taxes,
and his own donations. Being always in arms, though he
made little use of them, he overawed his neighbours, among
wham he acted as mediator and arbiter. He extended na-
vigation; caused commerce to flourish; and attached fo-
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reigners to his states, by the privileges which he thought
proper to grant them. Alexandria contained a great num-
ber of Jews, who, by being long settled there, had forgot
their original language. To render their residence in Egypt
‘more agreeable, and to make them, if possible, forget Judea,
he caused the bible to be translated into Greek. This is
called the Septuagint version, from the circumstance of its
being completed by seventy persons. It is of high authority
among Christians. In quotations from the old Testament,
Christ and his apostles used this version instead of the ori-
ginal Hebrew. It has been lately translated into English, -
by Charles Rauson, of Philadelphia. 74 ompsorc

Philadelphus protected the sciences, and those by whom
they were cultivated. His foresight gave him some idea
of the future grandeur of the Romans. To them, he sent
ambassadors, and from them, he received others in return.
The latter was Quintus Fabius Gurges, Quintus Ogulinus,
and Cneius Fabius Pictor. At the end of a splendid re-
Ppast, the king offered to each of them a golden crown, which
they accepted ; but next morning they were seen placed on
the statues of the monarch, which were erected in different
public places. This disinterested and delicate manner of
shewing their respect for the sovereign of Egypt, gave the
Egyptians a high idea of the Romans. Philadelphus loaded
them with presents, which he insisted they should carry
with them ; but when they arrived at Rome, they deposited
them in the treasury of the republic. The policy of the
Egyptians made him always observe strict neutrality, be-
tween the Romans and the Carthaginians. The latter hav-
ing asked money from him to carry on the war against the
former, he replied, I cannot assist one friend against ano-
ther.”

Philadelphus is known as the founder of many cities.
He erected a great number of monuments, so superb, that
works of extraordinary grandeur, and built in an exquisite
taste, were called Philadelphian. . He maintained consider-
able fleets in the Mediterranean, and in the Red sea.
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This prince constructed a canal,* which joined the Red
sea to the Nile, except a small interval, over which the cars
riage was performed by camels. By this canal the produc-
tions of Arabia, India, Persia and Ethiopia, were conveyed
to Alexandria, which for seventeen centuries, carried on
the greatést commerce of any city in the world. Phila:
delphus, though far from being warlike, always kept on foot
an army of twa hundred thousand infantry, forty thousand
cavalry, three hundred elephants, and two thousand war
.chariots. He had also an arsenal containing arms for threé
hundred thousand men, and a treasury capable of support:
ing all these expenses. His troops, it is said, were badly
disciplined; and, like their king, abandoned to ease and
luxury. He enervated himself at an early period; and,
even while young, died of old age, amidst pleasure.

The reign of his son Euergetes, began by a successful war
against Syria. He brought back with him a great many
idols, which Cambyses had taken from the Egyptians, and
placed them again in their temples. By this act of religion;
he gained the friendship of the people, and got the sur-
name of Euergetes, the Benefactor. An inscription, stilf
preserved, assigns to him in addition to the sovereignty of
Egypt, that of Syria, Lybia, Phenicia, Cyprus, Illyria, Ca-
ria, and the Cyclades; and makes him to have subdued Ci-
licia, Pamphylia, Thrace, Mesopotamia, Persia and Media,
as far as Bactriana. To these, some add the two shores of
the Red sea, and the provinces of Ethiopia. If this enu-
meration be correct, few monarchs have been so powerful.
_ His spouse, Berenice, when she saw him set out for his
Syrian expedition, made a vow, that if he returned safe,
she would consecrate to the gods her hair, which was ex=
ceedingly beautiful. He returned victorious to his king-
dom; and Berenice, faithful to her vows, caused her hair
to be cut off, and deposited it on the altar of Venus, in the
temple, built at Alexandria by Philadelphus, in honour of

4 .
® Some represent this canal as complete; but whether it was or not is
immaterial, for it has long been so filled up as to be uscless.
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Arsinoe, his Beloved spouse. Soon after, by some neglect
of the keepers of the temple, the hair disappeared, and the
king, being highly incensed, was going to punish them.
Conon, however, an able astronomer, presented himself
before the monarch, towards the close of the day, and said,
“Raise your eyes towards the seven stars, near the tail of
the dragon,and there you will behold the hair of Berenice
which was carried away, and placed in the heavens as a
constellation.” The king, no doubt, wished to be deceivedy
for a knowledge of the heavens was familiar to the Ptole-
mies. They were even the authors of a system of astro~
homy, known by their name. The courtiers, after the ex-
ample of their master, seemed to be convinced of the truth
of the miracle, and it was celebrated in verses by the poets.
We have still remaining a hymn of Callimachus on the hair
of Berenice, translated by Catullus.

Euergetes was not only a lover of the sciences, but he
wrote himself historical memoirs, which were highly es-
teemed, and by his care the library of Alexandria was
increased. In the course of his conquests, he transmitted
%o it every thing valuable that he met with; and, when he
feturned to his kingdom, he dispatched learned men into
every quarter, giving them orders to procure books, let the
expense be what it might. When he could not obtain cu.
fious works, but by borrowing them, he caused beautiful
copies to be made of them; and sent the copies to the
owners, and kept the originals.

In returning from his Syrian expedition, he passed
through Jerusalem, and being desirous of secing the Jew-
ish ceremonies, he offered up sacrifices to the God of Israel.

The mind may have found some pleasure in reviewing
these three Egyptian reigns; but the reigns which follow,
will subject the reader to very different sensations. Ptole-
my Philopator is suspected of having put his father to
death, that he might reign the sooner. This imputation,
even if ill founded, is a proof, thatyfilial duty was hot con-
sidered as his favourite virtue. If he acquired an honour-
able name, without deserving it, suspicions arise, that it was
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given to him only through irony. He has been branded
with being attached to the most infamous debauchery. He
had a brother, named Magus, who was much respected, and
on that account he put him to death.

This was only the sacrifice of one man; but the destruc-
tion of a whole people was effected by the same monster.
Because the high priest of the Jews had refused to suffer
Ptolemy to enter the temple of Jerusalem,; he resolved to
avenge himself for the supposed affront on all the Jews in
his dominions. They were exceedingly numerous, especi-
ally at Alexandria. By a solemn edict, he ordered them
either to adore the pagan deities, or to suffer themselves to
be marked with a hot iron, which would imprint on their
forehead a leaf of ivy, the symbol of Bacchus. All of them,
except three hundred, chose rather to suffer, than act incon-
sistent with their religion. Being incensed at this almost
general resistance, he commanded all the Jews resident in
Egvpt to be brought in chains to Alexandria, where they
were confined, to the number of about forty thousand, in the
hippodrome, or place destined for the exhibition of horse
~ races. Elephants were to be introduced into this place to
tread them to death; and the time was fixed for the execu~
tion of this cruel sentence. The people, always fond of
bloody spectacles, twice surrounded the hippodrome, and
twice was the execution suspended, by Ptolemy oversleep-
ing himself, after intoxication. Philopator considered these
events as a warning from the deity, and he dismissed the
unfortunate Jews, under a firm conviction, that they were
indebted for their deliverance to a miracle, performed as a
recompence for their fidelity. But they disgraced this noble
conduct, by massacreing the three hundred, who had bowed
the knee before the idols. Notwithstanding this amnesty,
forty thousand Jews are reckoned to have perished in Alex-
andria alone. ,

Unfortunately, the king had in Sosibius a minister very
proper to gratify his fury, whatever might be its object.
Arsinoe, the wife and sister of Philopator, had followed him
in his warlike expeditions, haranguing the soldiers, and
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combatting by their side. After having been barren for se~
veral years, she brought her husband a son. Her fecundity
-emboldened her to ask favours; but, as she became impor-
tunate, the king complained, and shewed a desire to get
rid of her. As Sosibius had an official assassin, named Phi-
Jammon, he detached him against the queen; and she was
put to death. The female attendants of this unhappy prin~
cess, took advantage of a sedition to attack the murderer,
in their turn, and they massacred him with stones and clubs.

Sosibius held the reins of government for sixty years.
He was artful and corrupt, and made no scruple of commit-
ing the most horrid crimes, to accomplish his views. We
are assured by the historian Polybius, that he was the cause
of the murder of Lysamachus, the son of Ptolemy; of Ma-
gus, the king’s brother; of Arsinoe, the daughter of Lysi-
machus ; of Cleomenes, king of Sparta ; and lastly, of queen
-Arsinoe. After a life marked with so much cruelty, he
died in peace at a great age; a singular instance, perhaps,
‘in history. Ptolemy led an obscure life, immersed in infa-
mous pleasures, and abandoned his kingdom to unprinci-
pled men, and to women void of modesty ; who, in his name,
-distributed the civil and military employments to people
like themselves. This worthless prince, either through scru-
ples of conscience or vanity, gave away large sums in cha-
rity, and built temples. He left behind him a son, five years

- of age.

It appears that, after the disgrace of Sosibius, the peo-
ple and nobility, had, as it were, forced the king to give the
ministry to Hepolemus, who, at that time, had the care of
the finances. The young prince was put into the hands of
a person, named Agathocles, to be educated. As Agathoclea,
the sister of Agathocles, and their mother, Oenanthe, resid-
ed in the palace, they were the first who heard of the king’s
death, which they concealed, till they had carried away all
the gold, silver,and jewels. Frombeingkeepers of th¢ young
prince, these people wished to raise themselves to the regen-
cy of the kingdom. Agathocles appeared in public, holding
the young prince in his arms, and shedding tears. He ba-
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rangued the courtiers, and implored their protettien for the
infant which he said had been recommended to his care, by
the dying monarch. He even had the boldness to assest,
that Hepolemus aspired to the throne. This calumny, how-
ever, proved unfortunate to the authors of it. The people
awere .80 incensed, that they asaembled in a tumultuous
manner; tore the child from the arms of Agathocles, car-
ried him to the hippodrome, and placed him on the throne.
Agathocles, Agathoclea, his sister, and Oenanthe, their mo-
ther, were brought before the child as if to be tried; and,
“-being condemned in his name, were executed before his
eyes. The populace dragged their bloody carcases through
‘the streets of Alexandria, and tore them to pieces. All the
relations and partisans of the family, were subjected to the
same fate.

The Egyptian nobility were at great variance in regard
‘o the regency. In this state of embarrassment, they thought
«proper to refer the matter to the Romans, and the senate
-did not let slip this opportunity of extending their power.
They sent Marcus Lepidus to Egypt, to superintend the edu-
«cation of Ptolemy; but he soon resigned his charge to
-Aristomenes, the Acarnanian, a man of great experience.
“The regent governed with general approbation ; and, when
-Ptolemy had attained his fourteenth year, the age fixed
-among the Egyptians for the majority of their kings, he de-
livered the kingdom to him, in a most flourishing condition.
-It is vain to enquire, why he was surnamed Epiphanes,
‘that is, the Illustrious ; for he had scarcely got the supreme
‘authority into his hands, when he employed it in such 2
-manner, that every thing fell into disorder. Aristomenes
having presumed to give him advice, he caused him to be
poisoned. His subjects revolted, and he appeased them by
‘promises ; but as soon as he had it in his power he broke
‘his word, and put the rebels to death with the most cruel
«torments. The mistrust which arose from his misconduct
contributed to his destruction. His courtiers often heard
<him speak of war, which he proposed to undertake ; but as
they saw no money, they asked him where he would find
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enough to defray the expenses of his intended expedition. -
He replied, “ My friends are my money.” As they under-
stood by this, that he meant to carry on the war at their ex-
pense, they dispatched him by paison.

He left two sons, Ptolemy Philometor, and Ptolemy
Physcon, with a daughter, named Cleopatra, under the
tutelage of Cleopatra, their mother. This princess dis- .
charged with great honour, the duties attached to the re-
gency. As Physcon was suspected of having hastened her
* death, the people rose against him, and would have de-
stroyed him, had not Philometor taken him under his pro-
tection. He obtained this surname, on account of the love
and gratitude, which he shewed towards his mother. This
prince maintained an unfortunate war against the king of
Syria ; in the course of which, he was taken prisoner. The
Alexandrians despairing of his return, caused Physcon to
assume the crown. The Syrian, whose object was to sub-
due Egypt, carried back Philometor ; restored his kingdom ;
and even gave him troops to oppose his brother; but he
kept Pelusium, the key of Egypt, that he might be able to.
enter it again with the greater facility, after the two brothers
should be exhausted. The deceiver, however, was de-
ceived ; they made up their quarrel, through the mediation
of their sister Cleopatra, and reigned for some time in great
harmeny.

Concord between brothers is rare; and particularly be-
tween brothers, born to royalty. Philometor, the mildest
of men, being harassed by Physcon, instead of involving
his people in the horrors of a.civil war, had recourse to the
arbitration of the Romans. Philopator, the father of thesé
princes, having been educated, as we may say, by the re.
public of Rome, had always kept up with it, a close intie
macy. The presents which he sent to Rome, during the
whole course of his reign, were so great and so regular,
that they might be considered as tribute. Philometor went
thither on foot, without any attendants; clad in a mean
dress, and stopped at the house of a painter. As soon as
the senate were informed of his arrival, they procured him
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a lodging, furniture and servants, suitable to his rank ; sent
some of their most distinguished members to visit him;
and admitted him to plead his cause. The decision was
attended with no difficalty. The kingdom of Egypt had al-
ways belonged to the eldest, and consequently it was pro-
per, that it should be given entirely to Philometor. But
the senate considering that Physcon had already reigned,
and being still more moved by political reasons, which told
them that it was for the interest of the republic, that~the
kingdom should not be left entirely in one hand, they ad-
judged Egypt to Philometor, and Cyrenaica to Physcon.
The latter desired, that they would add to his share the
island of Cyprus; and, in his turn, went to Rome to re-
quest that favour. As this dismemberment tended to
weaken the strongest of the two brothers, it was granted.

It was not without regret, that Philometor saw himself
ready to be deprived of so noble a possession. He delayed,
therefore, to give it up; and temporized, with the hope of
being able to keep this island, as Physcon, being otherwise
employed, was not in a condition to seize it by force. His
debauchery and cruelty had rendered him so odious to the
inhabitants of Cyrene, that they revolted; attacked him,
and left him half dead on the spot. Physcon judging of his
brother by himself, believed him to be the author of the re-
volt; and he repaired to Rome, to complain to the senate,
and to demand back Cyprus. He returned with ambassa-
dors, who were charged to prevail on Philometor to resign
his right to the island. The latter evaded giving a defini-
tive answer ; and both parties having prepared troops, the
Romans suffered them to proceed to hostilities. Though
Physcon was defeated and taken prisoner ; his brother, al-
ways indulgent, not only restored him to liberty, but put
him in possession of his kingdom of Cyrene, and gave him
an indemnification for the island of Cyprus, which he kept.
He then carried the war into Syria, and died of his wounds
m the arms of victory.

On the death of Philometor, two parties appeared ; one
for Cleopatra, who wished to place on the throme a son, still



BGYPT. - 45

an infant, and the other for Physcon. They, however, en-
tered into an agreement, by which it was settled, that Phys-
con should marry his sister, the widow of his brother, and
reign with her as long as she lived; but that the son of
Philometor should be declared heir to the crown. Here the
reign of Physcon in Egypt commences. We shall give 2
brief account of the actions of this tyrant.

Physcon married his own sister; but, on the very wed»
ding day, he butchered his nephew, at the breast of his mo-
ther. She brought him, however, a son, whom he named
Memphitis. Having already acquired the surname of Phys-
con or the big bellied, which denoted his deformity, he was
stigmatized with that also of Kakergetes, which signifies _
evildoer, a title which he too well merited. He caused all
those, who opposed him when he assumed the crown, to be
put to death. From such a monster, this is not astonishing ;
but those even who had been favourable to him, were treat-
" ed in the same manner; because, having been unfaithful
to his nephew, they might be so to him. It is not exagge-
ration to say, that the streets of his two capitals, Alexan-
dria and Cyrene, were often inundated with blood. His
barbarous orders were executed by foreign soldiers, who
knew nobody but him; and who being well paid, served
him with blind obedience. His fear and suspicion inspired
him with the most atrocious resolutions. He had done so
much mischief to the city of Alexandria, that he was every
moment in apprehension of some revolt. That he might
deprive it, therefore, of its principal force, he caused the
most distinguished . part of the youth to be massacred, while
they were assembled at their exercises in the hippodrome.
Their fathers, mothers, and relations, fled and deserted the
city in crowds. In their room, he invited thither all those,
who chose to go, and put them in possession of the furniture,
and every thing else, that had belonged to the fugitives;
but these new citizens soon perceived, by the severity of
the taxes and oppression of every kind, what confidence
ought to be placed in the kindness of a villain.

The queen had a daughter by Philometor, named Cleo-
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pstra, like kerself. This princess was so unfortunase as to
exvite the affection of Physcomn, who first debauched, and
thea married her; after he had divorced her mother. After
the massacre of Alexandria, he retired to Cyprus, with
his young spouse, to avoid the fury of the people; who
forced the repudiated queen %o resume the crown. The
king, on this inteMigence, thought he already saw his son
Memphitis invited to Egypt by his mother, and substituted
in his room. He, therefore, sent for his son in the utmost
Baste, and caused him to be put to death. As soon as the
erime was known at Alexandria, the fury of the peeple
against the tyrant was doubly inflamed. They loaded him with
mprecations, broke to pieces his statues, and declared him
excluded for ever from the throme. The Alexandrians,
touched by the grief of the mother, endeavoured to allevi-
ate her afffiction by the most public testimonies of their
esteem. Physcon having heard of these transports of af-
fection towards her, and of the hatred entertained against
himself, imagined that this indignation of the people, so
strongly exptessed, was entirely owing to his old spouse.
As the birth of Cleopatra was to be celebrated exactly abows
this time, under pretence of being reconciled to her, the
king sent her & box said to contaia a rich present ; but when
she opened it, she found the limbs and head of her own son.
* One might believe that nature had endeavoured to make
Physcon a monster in every sense of the word. He was
short of stature ; had an excessive large belly, and enormous
head ; and a savage look. Though he had twice exhibited
his hideous figure at Rome, the Roman ambassadors, sent
to his court, could not behold him on his throne, without a
mixed sentiment of astonishment and horror. The repub-
lic had charged them to visit Greece and Macedonia, which
had been subjected to its government, and they were after-
wards to proceed in succession, to the courts of Egypt, Sy-
ria, Pergamus, and Bythinia, to examine the state of these
kingdoms. The Romans derived more than one advantage
from each of these missions. Among the number of their
ambassadors, there were always young persons, who were
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thus accustomed t6 public business. The senate, by the
information they received fyom their report, were enabled
to judge respecting the evems which took place in these
kingdoms, as if they had been on the spot; and to pursue
the proper measures with safety and effect. These envoys,
by their noble and polite behaviour, and offers of service,
sometimes followed with acts of kindness, inspired a gene-
ral esteem for the Roman people; and, in some measure,
prepared nations for the yoke, about to be imposed on
them. Physcon received the ambassadors with every mark
of distinction. He, perhaps, was. too fond of displaying
before them his riches, and pointing out to them the beauty
of his kingdom. They made a tour through it, with the
curiosity of persons who had some interested view; and
were convinced, that Egypt might be rendered one of the
most powerful states in the world, had it been governed by
a better prince.

It requixes no great ability to be wicked ; but thase who
are excessively wicked, require ability to succeed. Physr
con’s talénts were considerable. During the short intervals,
between his fits of debauchery, he cultivated the sciences,
and the fime arts. It is even said that he pessessed great
dearning, and that he could converse on every subject with
the utmost ease. A history of his own time, which he
wrote, was highly esteemed. He commented on Homer;
increased the library of Alexandria; and shewed his gene-
rosity to men of letters, by gratifications and pensions ;
but, by a singular contrast, it was under his reign, that the
sciences began to decline in Egypt. When they abandoned
Asia, Greece, and the islands of the Archipelago, frighten-
ed by the wars of the successors of Alexander, they found
an asylum under the Ptolemies. Grammarians, physiciaas,
painters, architects, poets and philosophers, flocked to Alex~
andria, where a magnificent library was opened, and whene
a communication of knowledge was facilitated. But withe
out liberty, these advantages become useless. Physcon, 2
suspicious tyrant, wished not only to enchain speech, but
to overawe the thoughts. This restruint depopulated the



48 : RAMSAY’S UNIVEIMAL HISTORY

academies of Alexandria, and reduced Egypt, which had -
been the seat of the arts and the sciences, to a state of igno-
rance, which has continued ever since to increase.
Physcon, that monster of cruelty, lived seventy-three
years, and died a natural death, in the bosom of Alexan-
- dria, which he had inundated with blood. By Cleopatra,
his niece, he had two sons, Lathyrus (Chickpea,) and
Alexander, with three daughters, Cleopatra, Selene, and
Tryphana. Physcon left the throne to his widow, with the
liberty of placing on it, after her, which ever of her sons
she might think proper. She made choice of Alexander,
the youngest, as being the easiest to govern. Lathyrus
took shelter in Cyprus; but the people, discontented with
the injustice of his mother, obliged her to recal him. She,
however, did not suffer him to participate in the throne,
until he had repudiated Cleopatra, his eldest sister, whom
he loved ; and married Selene, the youngest, to whom he
had no attachment. But his mother thought him proper
for her designs. By new intrigues, she expelled Lathyrus
from the throne, and placed on it Alexander. The two
brothers carried on war against each other. Alexander
having discovered that his mother wished to get him assas-
sinated, prevented her, by putting her to death. As this
action disgusted the Egyptians, they drove him from the
kingdom, and recalled Lathyrus. Alexander was killed,
while endeavouring to return to Cyprus; and left a son,
named Alexander also. In the last place, Lathyrus died,
and left only one daughter, named Cleopatra, or Berenice.
Cleopatra was fond of the Jews, and had for her prime
ministers, two of their nation. Lathyrus on the other hand,
hated them, and it was on account of this aversion, that
Cleopatra excited against her son the odium of the people,
and caused him to be expelled from Egypt, by the follow-
ing infernal stratagem. She prevailed on two of her eunuchs
to suffer themselves to be wounded ; and covered with blood,
they appeared in the market place, crying out that they had
been reduced to that state by defending their mistress, on
whom her son had attempted to commit a rape ; and, how-
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ever, much the people of Egypt were accustomed to crimes,
this one excited general indignation, to which Lathyrus fell
a victim. -

" In the war he carried on against the Jews, the following
atrocious action is said to have taken place. His troops be-
ing cantoned in some villages, the inhabitants of which he
suspected not to be sincere in their submission, he collected
all the women and children, and caused them to be cut to
pieces and boiled in cauldrons, as if he had intended to re-
gale his army with this horrid repast. He. committed this
barbarity, in order to strike a terror into the people, and to
prevent them from making any attempt against him. La-
thyrus was as little sparing of his own subjects. On ac-
count of a revolt, which took place in Thebes, the most
beautiful city of this kingdom, next to Alexandria, he rased
it to the foundation. Some idea may be formed of the le-
gitimate children of Physcon, from the following picture of
his two sons; one killed his mother, and the other but
chered, without distinction, his own subjects as well as fo-
reigners. The three daughters massacred each other.
One illegitimate child, named Apion, the son of Irene, a
concubine, had no resemblance to his father. He confined
himself to Cyrenaica, of which Physcon had made him king,
and never interfered with the affairs of Egypt. This small
kingdom flourished under his government. It contained
five principal cities, well built, extremely populous, and all
places of great trade. Near one of them, named Berenice,
but which originally had been called Hesperis, lay the gar-
den of the Hesperides, celebrated for the beauty of its fruits,
and a river named Lethe. Both the garden and the river
have been an abundant source of fiction for the poets. After
a reign of twenty years, Apion thinking to ensure the hap-
piness of his people, left his kingdom to the Romans ; but
his wish was not gratified. They took onmly those parts
which suited their convenience, and abandoned the rest to
the mercy of those tyrants, by whom it was scized. The
Romans, however, had some pity on these unfortunate peo-
ple, and sent Lucullus to give them a plan of government;
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who, on his arrival observed, that a people 3o rich as they
were, could never submit ¢o the authority of laws.

Lathyrus left only one legitimate daughter, named Cleo~ .

patre, who was placed on the throne by the Alexandrians;
but she had a cousin, the son of Alexander, the brother of
Lathyrus, named Alexander, like his father. When his
mother, Cleopatra, was obliged to suffer the crown of Egypt
%0 be taken from her, she sent young Alexander with a great
deal of riches to Cos, an island which abounded with
learned men, as being a place where he was likely to receive
the best education. Mithridates, having taken Cos, carried
with him the young prince and his riches to the kingdom
of Pontus. Alexander seeing with what readiness Mithri-
dates got rid of his own children, was afraid for himself,
on account of his great riches. He fled for safety to the
camp of :Sylla, who sent him to Egypt, when intelligence
was received at Rome of the¢ death of Lathyrus. His cou-

" sin, Cleopatra, who was only -seventeen years of age, had
already borne the crown six months. An arrangement
took place between them ; and, according to the custom of
their ancestors, they entered into the nuptial bond. On the
nineteenth day after their marriage, Alexander put his wife
to death, either because she was not agreeable to his taste,
or because he was unwilling to have a spouse who possessed
an equal right to the throne. This crime produced a revolt
in Alexandria. Some say, that the inhabitants killed the
murderer, and others, that he escaped from their hands,
and reigned several years after; but that he exercised so
many cruelties, and abandoned himself to so great irregu-
larities, that his subjects expelled him.

The last opinion is the most probable. Alexander cer-
tainly survived the assassination of his wife, long enough
to see himself opposed by a competitor, whom the Egyp-
tians raised up against him. For want of a legitimate
prince, they chose a bastard of Lathyrus, named Ptolemy
Auletes, or the Flute Player. Alexander complained at
Rome; but he died, before he knew with what success his
application had been attended. He had made a will, by
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which he appointed the Roman people his heirs, not so
much through affection to the republic, as a desire to occa«
. sion embarrassment to his rival. This will gave rise to
violent debates in the senate. The succession was a strong
temptation to the Romans; but as they had acquired Cyre-
naica by the will of Apion, and Bythinia by that of Nico-
medes, they were afraid that, by accepting Egypt, they
should give too evident proofs of their avarice and ambia
tion. It was, therefore, determined, that they should trans-
port to Rome the riches deposited at Tyre; and that, in
regard to the kingdom, they should suffer Auletes to be
installed, without openly approving or disapproving of the
measure.

The first care of this prince, was to cause himself to be
acknowledged king of Egypt, by the republic. The negocia-
tion which took place on this subject, produced a very large
sum to Julius Casar, then consul, and deeply involved in
debt; and another to Pompey, whose influence was neces-
sary to get the decision passed in the senate. By the pay-
ment of about one million sterling, Auletes obtained the
title of an ally of the Roman people. Another bastard of
Lathyrus, who had seized on the island of Cyprus, not be-
ing artful’ enough to purchase, like Auletes, the consent of
the Romans, was declared, by a decree of the senate, to have
forfeited all right to the throne. He requested assistance
from his brother; but the latter refused, that he might not
displease the Romans. The Egyptians, incensed at this
servile timidity, expelled him from the throne of Egypt,
and placed on it his daughter Berenice, for whom they en-
deavoured to find a husband capable of supporting her; but
they made a bad choice. Seleucus, her nearest relation, a
prince of the family of the Seleucide, whom they gave to her,
was so ugly and disgusting, that he got the name of the
Scullion. His soul corresponded to his body. He violated
the tomb of Alexander the Great, and for the golden coffin,
which contained his body, he substituted one of glass. He
became so odious and insupportable tg the queen, that she
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caused him to be strangled. He was succeeded by Arche-
laus, said to be the son of Mithridates the Great.

While these events were taking place in Egypt, Auletes
had gone to Rome, to solicit assistance. When at Rhodes,
he learned, that Cato had arrived at that island. As this
was a favourable opportunity for making himself acquainted
with the state of affairs, and the measures to be pursued,
he sent notice to Cato that he wished to speak to him, and
imagined that the Roman would readily pay him a visit.
But Cato replied, “ Let him come to me.” When Auletes
was introduced to him, he found a man plainly dressed, and
with a very humble equipage. The republican received the
monarch as if he had been an ordinary citizen; but lis-
tened to him with attention. When he had ended, Cato
replied to the following effect. ‘ How can you abandom
the most beautiful country in the world, in order to go to
Rome, where you will be exposed to the most contemptu-
qus treatment from the great, who are as avaricious as they
are factious? I must candidly tell you, that all the riches
of Egypt wauld not be sufficient to gratify their thirst for
money. ' You may rest assured, that a prince, who brings
with him only misery and complaints, will get nothing from
them; and, if you obtain a few protectors, you will find in
them as many new masters. Return to Egypt, and endea-
-wour, by a wise and moderate government, to gain the
affection of your subjects, which you have lost by your im-~
prudence.” Cato offered to accompany him, and to exert
all his influence with the Egyptians, to induce them to
receive him. So noble and generous a resolution was not
suited to Auletes. He hesitated, but continued his jour-
sey to Rome.

The Egyptian monarch reﬂected on the account given of
the state of venality at Rome, and resolved to take advan-
tage thereof ; success exceeded his hopes. Care was taken
that the arrival of Auletes at Rome should be preceded by
a report of his immense riches. Pompey received him at
his house with great magnificence, and the most celebrated
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of the senators, Gabinius, Bibulus, and Marcellinus, were
eager to attend him. The Alexandrians having sent ams
bassadors to Rome to plead their cause, their orator was
thrown into prison; and their chief, with several of his col+
leagues, was assassinated. But money was necessary to
pay for all these crimes, and the king’s treasures were exe
hausted. Recourse was then had to usurers. Pompey pros
moted the loans by becoming surety for the monarch, which
he could indeed do without running any risk, as the money
only passed through the hands of Auletes, to come at last
into his own. Cesar at this time was absent in Gaul.
This corruption was notorious ; but so many people were
interested in it, that no one dared to complain. Ptolemy
Auletes saw himself on the point of obtaining an army, the
tommand of which as an inexhaustible source of riches,
was solicited by several of the ablest generals of the res
public ; among these was Pompey. Some honest men in
the senate, for want of better means to opposé the measure,
employed superstition. Parcius Cato opened the book of
the Sybilline prophesies, and read or pretended to read the
following words, * If a king of Egypt shall apply to you for
succour assist him, but not with troops.” This oracle en~
tirely destroyed the hopes of Auletes, who being stripped
of his riches, set out pursued by his creditors. To avoid
them, he was obliged to conceal himself in an asylum. - But
avarice always active and vigilant, exerted itself in his fa-
vour. His partisans, at Rome, those who lent him money,
and who were unwilling to lose what they had advanced,
wrote to the generals of the republic, in the neighbourhood
of Egypt, that the restoration of Ptolemy to the throne,
would be a good stroke of policy, which would make the
fortune of the person who should accomplish it. They
pointed out to them the means of eluding the oracle, and
of employing, in that expedition, the armies of the repub-
lic, without the fear of incurring blame. Several of them
refused ; but Gabinius, who commanded in Syria, under-
took the affair for the sum of about two millions sterling,
to be paid to him when Aulectes should be seated on the



54 RAMSAY'S UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

throne. He accordingly entered Egypt, having the kingin
his army. His success was rapid. Pelusium was the first
place that he took, and the Egyptian monarch wished to
put the inhabitants to the sword, but the Roman genera.l
opposed this cruel and 1mpolmc measure.

Archelaus, the queen’s husband, who attempted to check
their progress, was defeated in a general engagement, and
taken prisoner. Gabinius might have immediately put an
end to the war; but, in consequence of a large sum offered
to him by Archelaus, he pretended that the latter had pri-
vately escaped, and then demanded a new sum from Ptole-
my in order to carry on the war. Rabirius, a Roman knight,
was ready in the camp to advance to the monarch on usuri-
ous interest the sum required. This was conveyed into the
hands of the general. The war was then resumed with new
vigour, and tenmnated by a battle in which Archelaus was
killed.

As soon as Auletes found himself master of Alexandria,
he sacrificed to his resentment his daughter Berenice, be-
cause she had dared to wear the crown during his exile ;
though she had done so by compulsion. He afterwards.
put to death all the opulent citizens, and confiscated all
their property, under a pretence that they had supported
the rebels. The Alexandrians, plundered and ruined, were
reduced to a state of despair ; but, though strongly inclined
to revolt, they were overawed, as well as the other cities by
- the Roman soldiers, whom Gabinius had left behind him.
These people, however, whom the shadow of a Roman °
made to tremble, when they attempted to defend their own
property, became as furious as lions when a Roman soldier
happened by accident to kill a cat. They tore the unhappy
culprit to pieces, on the idea that he had insulted their
religion.

All the extortion of Auletes was not sufficient to satisfy
Rabirius. Having urged the monarch for payment, the
latter replied, “ I see no means of discharging the debt, un-
less you consent to take the management of my revenues,
and thus gradually reimburse yourself from what you may,




EGYPT. 55

have in your hands.” Rabirius did not perceive the snare
which was laid for him. From being a Roman knight, he
cendescended to become a tax gatherer. When he had
taken upon himself responsibility, Auletes found a suffi-
ciency of pretences for causing him to be arrested. Rabi-
rius exclaimed against this act of injustice, and Pompey,
who had been surety at Rome, seemed highly displeased
with the king’s conduct; but as there was little to be hoped,
and every thing to be feared, from a cruel and avaricious
prince, Rabirius thought himself exceedingly happy that
he was suffered to escape alive from prison, and to quit
Egypt. Such was the manner in which Auletes paid his.
debts. This was the last event of a reign of thirty years,
much too long for his people, ignominious for himself, and
attended with very little honour to the Romans. They in-
deed wished to bring to justice the two offenders, Gabinius
and Rabirius, who were criminally prosecuted on their re-
turn to Rome ; but the eloquence of Cicero saved Rabirius
from punishment, though not from shame. Gabinius was
banished ; but those, by whom they had been instigated,
and who gained by their dilapidations, continued to walk
about Rome with their usual confidence.

Auletes had two sons, both named Ptolemy, and two
daughters, Cleopatra and Arsinoe, the former of whom has
been celebrated in.history. He disposed of his crown in
favour of his eldest son and daughter, on condition of their
entering into the bonds of marriage. Cleopatra was seven-
teen years of age, and her brother thirteen. Auletes re-
commended his children to the Roman people, and begged
them, in his will, to take them under their protection. The
senate accepted this honourable office, and entrusted the ex-
ecution of it to Pompey. The eunuch Pothinus, was ap-
pointed prime minister, and Achillas commander of the
troops.

These two men were not much pleased with a queen, who
not only seemed little disposed to suffer herself to be go-
verned, but even shewed a desire of commanding. By
threats or bad treatment, they obliged Cleopatra to leave



356 RAMSAY’S UNTVERSAL HISTORY.

her court. She retired to Syria and Palestine, to raise
troops ; and returned, boldly, to give battle to her husband
and his ministers under the walls of Pelusium. While the
armies were in sight of each other, Pompey, after his de-
feat at Pharsalia, was seen approaching the coast of Egypt,
where he hoped to find an asylum. Having sent to his pu-
pil Ptolemy, to request permission to enter his kingdom, a
debate took place in the council, whether he ought to be re-
ceived at the risk of offending the conqueror, or whether it
would be best to put him to death, with a view of preserve
ing the friendship of Czsar. The latter opinion prevailed,
and Pompey was assassinated. This was a base crime,
and an act of ingratitude in the successor of Auletes, who
had been placed by Pompey on the throne. Casar, who
was in close pursuit of his rival, arrived at the same time
at Alexandria. Achillas imagined he should do him a

pleasure, by presenting to him the head of his enemy ; but

Casar turned aside his eyes with horror, and shed tears for
the unfortunate fate of his illustrious competitor.

Cesar found the whole city of Alexandria filled with the
utmost indignation, on account of the murder of Pompey,
and little disposed in his favour ; but, by means of specious
words, he was able to calm the minds of the people, with-
out, however, forgetting his own interest; for he strictly
demanded the remainder of the money still due to him by
Auletes, since the time that he procured for him the title of
an ally of the Roman people. Pothinus, who wished this
importunate creditor at a distance, embraced that opportu-
nity of endeavouring to render him odious. He made the
exaction appear still more rigorous than it really was, by
carrying away from the temples, the gold and silver con-
tained in them, and reducing the king, and all the nobility,
to the necessity of using earthern or wooden vessels, as if
to insinuate, that Cesar had seized on every thing. When
the people were disposed to murmur, it was easy to preju-
dice them against Cesar, on account of the order he sent to
Ptolemy and Cleopatra to come and plead their cause be-
fore him, and even to disband their troops. The Alexan-
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drians were highly irritated, as they considered this order
an insult to the royal authority ; but Cesar appeased them
by causing to be read publicly, the will of Auletes, which
gave the guardianship of his children to the republic. He
said that, as dictator, he was personally charged with this
office ; but that he would act in no other quality than that
of arbiter.. The ferment of their minds was allayed by this
explanation, and advecates were appointed on both sides.

. Cleopatra, who placed more confidence in her attractiona
‘than in the cloquence of her advocates, privately quitted
her army, and embarking in a small boat, arrived about sun
set at the gates of Alexandria. The great difficulty was to
enter the city without being known, as she would have been
stopped by her husband’s troops ; and to make her way af-
terwards to the palace. Apollodorus, who apparently was
a very robust man, wrapped her up in a mattress in such a
manner as to appear like a bale of goods; took her up on
his shoulder; and having passed without detection, depo-
sited her at the feet of the judge.

Her appearing in this manner before Cesar was of more
value, in his eyes, than a triumphant entry. Ptolemy, on
being informed of it, foresaw the consequences. He rushed
from his palace, as if frantic, and cried out, that he was
betrayed ; tore the diadem from his head, and trod it under
his feet. The people flocked around him, lamenting his
fate, and ram to take up arms; but the Roman soldiers
scized and detained the young prince, and, next morning,
Casar not only effected a reconciliation between him and
his spouse, but married Ptolemy, the youngest of their
sons, who was only eleven years of age, to Arsinoe, his
sister, who was a little older, and gave them the kingdom
of Cyprus, a present intended only to deceive the people;
for it was not to be supposed that the republic would resign
its rights to that island.

This good intelligence was not of long duration. Pothi-
nus, who had occasioned the first discord, found means to
renew it, in order that he might not be punished; and that
he might enjoy, in full liberty, the empire which he had
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always exercised over his pupils. He concerted with Achil-
las the proper measures for accomplishing what he had in
view. The dictator found himself besieged, in the quarter’
which he occupied with the royal family; and never was
this general exposed to greater danger. He had few troops
to oppose, not only to a large army, but to a whole city, in
a state of revolt. It was during one of the combats, which
took place on this occasion, that the celebrated library of
Alexandria was burnt. Pothinus, who remained near the
king, sent private intelligence to Achillas of the measures
he was pursuing; but his treachery being discovered, he
was put to death. Ganymedes, an eunuch of the palace, to
whom voung Arsinoe had been entrusted, and an accom-
plice of Pothinus, fearing the same fate, fled to the camp
of Achillas, and carried with him his ward. The Egyp-
tians were filled with great joy, to think that they had in
their army a branch of the royal family, whom they could
place at their head. They proclaimed her queen, and ap-
pointed Ganymedes general, in the room of Achillas, whom
they found means to put to death. This eunuch was indeed
very fit to be prime minister; for we are told, by histo-
rians, that he was a man of activity, address and penetra-
tion, but of no probity.

Casar, with his whole army, and the court, were in dan-
ger of perishing by thirst, as Ganymedes found means to
introduce the water of the sea into the cisterns of the quar-
ter where they were pent up, and thus to corrupt the water
of the Nile, which alone could be procured at Alexandria.
Casar, however, caused wells to be dug, from which he
fortunately obtained a supply of fresh water. Ganymedes
made several attacks, both by land and by sea; but, after a
great deal of bloodshed, the contending parties had re-
course to a conference. The Alexandrians said their only
wish was to recover their king, whom the dictator consent-
ed to restore. He therefore released him, after giving him
some good advice, respecting the government of his king-
dom, and exhorting him to put an end to the war, by a sin-
cere reconciliation with his spouse. The young princ,



‘promised cbedience, 'with tears in his eyes; butas soon s
e found himself at liberty, he renewed the war with more
Aury than ‘before.
Reinforcements haviag arhved to the Romans, from all
-quasters, -the -dictator found himself in-a condition to give
battle, and gained a2 complete victory. The young king,
-during ‘his flight, was drowned in an arm of the Nils.
“Caesar entered Alexandria without difiiculty, replnced Cleo-
patra on the throne, and made her marry her young brother,
 «wio was ouly .eleven years of age. Young Arsinoe was
taken after this defeat; and Casar, the lover of her sister,
-was.so cruel as to conduct her to Rome, and to lead her in
triumph, having her hands bound with golden chains. He
afterwards set her at liberty, but with the prohibition of
mever returning to Egypt. She retived to Asia, where her
cruel sister put her to death. Cleopatra got rid of her
.young husband by poison; and she then found herself sole
.severcign.of Egypt. Love detained the conqueror of Phas-
-salia with her much longer than his interest ought to have
-allowed; but ambition, at length, made him break his
ehains. He tore himself from dxenrmooftheenohaltnu, )
but left with her a son, called Cesarion.
Cleopatra, after the death of Cesar, openly espoused thl:
wparty of the wriumvirs. She was, however, suspected of
‘aving sent troope to Cassius. This offence, added to the
complaints of her subjects, and of the neighbouring princes,
-made her be summoned to appear before the tribunal of
Antony, who had.come to Asia to establish the power of
ahe triumvirs. She had then attained to the twenty-fifth
ear of her age, a period of life as fit for business as for
gallantry. The attractive charms which she had received
from nature were accompanied with wit, artifice, spright-
liness, and the graces. The surprise she prepared for An-
tony had no resemblance to that which subdued Camsar;
but, though less abrupt, it was no less successful. The
wiymvir had established his tribunal at Tarsus, a city of
Cilicia. When Cleopatraarrived at the mouth of the Cyds
Aaus, she quitted the vessel which had conveyed her hnlm-
VoL. IX. 1))
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and proceeded up the river in a galley previded for the pus.

It was entirely covered with gilding, the sails were
of purple, and the cordage consisted of silk. The oars were
plated with silver ; ‘and the movements of the rowers were
regulated by the sound of musical instruments. The air
was filled with the fragrance of perfumes, burnt in great
abundance ; and the deck was covered with a canopy of
cloth of gold, elegantly displayed and arranged with the
wtmost taste. Below it, appeared the queen, in a posture
half reclining; and surrounded by a great many comely
youths and beautiful virgins.

When this spectacle was announced, the people aban-
doned the tribunal of -the triumvir, and haatened towards
the shore. Antony sent to invite her to supper.  Tell
him,” replied she, with a flattering smile, * that I expect 9
sce him in my tents.” The repast was splendid; soldiers

_ and officers, Romans and auxiliaries, ‘were all praised and
caressed, and loaded with presents in that winning manner,
which renders refusal impossible. Antony, the object of
the most delicate attention, was intoxicated with pleasure
and admiration. No more idea was entertained of accusa-
tion or reproaches. Cleopatra assumed an absolute empire
over the vanquished triumvir. Every day she invented
new pleasures ; and, like another Circe, supplied him with
large draughts of voluptuousness, of which she had an in-
exhaustible cup. '

After this period he saw only with her eyes, and con-
ducted himself entirely by her counsels. As it was her de-
sire, he placed with her on the throne of Egypt, her son
Casarion, whom she had born to Cesar. To that kingdom,
he added Cyrenaica, the island of Cyprus, Calesyria, Phe-
nicia, and the greater part of Cilicia. To three children,
whom he had by her, he assigned whole kingdoms; some
-also conquered, and others which he flattered himself with
the hopes of subduing ; but she could not prevail on him te
put to death some of the kings of the states he had pro-
mised. S -

This distribution of empires was made after a triumph,



in which Anteny dragged at his chariot, within the walla
of Alexandria, Artabazus, king of Media, together with
_his wife and children. He then presented them to. Cleo-
patra, who was seated on a golden throne, raised above a
scaffold, overlaid with silver. The news of this spectacle
gave great offence to the inhabitants of Rome, wha believed
* that the privilege of triumphs belonged, exclusively, to theix
city. This discontent was fomented by Octavius, who bes
img informed of the bad conduct of his colleague, aimed as
nothing less than to appropriate to himself the empire of the
world, which they possessed in common. They had dis-
_putes concerning the limits of their respective dominions;
but their friends interposed, and imagined that they should
put an end to all discord, by uniting in marriage Octavis,
the sister of Octavius, with Antony. This expedient,
‘however, had a quite contrary effect, and embroiled them
without the least hope of reconciliation. Cleopatra shude
dered when she heard of this marriage, which was about to
‘deprive her of a lover; and she exerted her influence so
much, that he first suspended the arrivalof his spouse, who
was approaching, and then sent Octavia a letter of divarce,
and to her brother a declaration of war.

It would have been necessary to support these violemt
proceedings by a sudden attack. Octavius was unprepared,
while Antony had every thing in readiness ; and, notwithe
standing his foibles, he possessed the love of his soldiers,
and the esteem of his friends; but he wasted his valuable
time in luxury and enjoyment. Cleopatra possessed a great
talent for varying amusements. A fishing party on the
Nile, furnished her with an opportunity of employing a

- piece of raillery. Antony made it a point of honour, to
.catch the largest fish, and for that purpose had provided
divers to affix them to his hook. The queen, who was
-equally ingenious, had divers also, and when Antony drew
‘up his line he found at the end of it a beautiful salt fish. A
general laugh disconcerted the fisherman, and when Cleo-
- patra found that he relished the joke pretty well, she threw
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Rer arms. avound his neck aad sald, “ Let ws abandox our
lines and tackle, to the kings and queens of Phasus, and Cae
nopus. Your amusements ought to be to catch emes, kings
doms, and kings.”

This prodigal and extravagant queen, in the course of one
#f those orgies, no doubt when reason becomes lost, having
at her ears two beautiful pearls, each valued at about fifty
thousand pounds sterling, puled out one of them, which
she dissolved in vinegar, and then swallowed the mixture.
She was going to do the same with the other, but was stop-
ped by one of the guests.-

Such whimsical sacrifices were, no doubt, calculated to
taptivate the credulousJover, and to persuade him that he -
was more estcemed than the most valuable jewels. But
whether it was owing to insinuations conveyed to him by
strangers, or to his own reflexions on the perfidious charac-
tkr of his mistress,” Antony began to shew some symptoms
of suspicion. The queen, instead of amusing him with pro.
testations, invited him to dinner; and, in 2 moment of
playful gaiety, carelessly detached a flower from the gar-
land with which she was crowned, and threw it into the cup
of her guest. Antony seized it with eagerness, and was
going to apply it to his lips; but Cleopatrg stopped him,
#nd sent for a criminal, who. had been condemned to death.
The criminal drank the cup and instantly expired, as the
flower had been poisoned. “ Were it possible for me te
live without you,” said the queen, *“ you see that I could
never want the means of realizing your suspicions.”

Prudence advised Antony to fly from so expert a poi-
soner; but.passion reasoned in a different manner. This -
proof of fidelity, which was extremely equivocal, drew still
closer the bonds of their union. Antony appeared as if
incapable of enduring a moment’s absence ; and Cleopatra,
on her part, never quitted him, day or night: she accom~
‘panied him on all his.journeys to the army, and even to his
tribunal,. when he .sat.to determine causes.~ Being both -

equally misled by their presumption, they indulged in the
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mostextravagant hopes. When this ambitious queen wished
to add oélemnity to any assertion, her usual oath was, “ As
I hope to give law in the capitol.” :

A fter several indecisive battles, between the heutenann
of Antony and Oectavius, the two armies, which were to
decide the empire of the world, met under the command of
their chiefs ; the naval forces, in the gulph of Ambracia, and
the land fotces, drawn up on the promontory of Aectium.
Antony was on board his fleet; and, notwithstanding the
* remonstranoes of his captains, he had suffered himself to be
accompanied by the queen of Egypt. This proved his ruin.
Cleopatra, who was still a prey to remorse, seeing victory
ready to favour the enemy, and fearing to fall into the
hands of Octavius, whom she had grievously offended, by
causing his sister to be repudiated, betook herself to flight,

with her whole squadron, and decided the defeat of An<
tony. He might have joined his land army, and again
tried his fortune, with those who had more than once made
him triumph ; but, through some fatal enchantment, he fol~
lowed his perfidious lover. Seated in a melancholy atti«
tude, on the poop of his vessel, supporting his head with
his two hands, and, perhaps, still more occupied with her
than with his own misfortunes, he swore never to see hep
again. But he proceeded after her, and arrived, along with
her, in port. He endeavoured to confirm himself in the
design he had formed of avoiding her; but the syren pro«
cured an interview, made him listen to her complaints, shed
a few tears, and at last gained a complete victory over him.

They were obliged to tear themselves from the enjoy+
ment of reconciliation, in order to collect forces against the
enemy, who was approaching. Antony might have found
troops had he only exerted himself. He was more belows
ed than Octavius, and it was with regret that the army
withdrew from him that esteem which he had formerly en-
joyed. Herod, king of Judea, came to offer him his ser~
vices ; and to see whether that soul, which in times of difs
ficulty had displayed so much strength and magmanimity,
was still susceptible of energy. But he found oaly lan~
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guor and weakness, with an unfortunate passion, to which
Antony referred all his views and actions. All those,
whose assistance Antony solicited, his old friemds and
commanders, judged like. Herod, and abandoned him to
his fate. He then saw no other recourse left, but to return
to Egypt; where the queen had at her command, ships,
soldiers, and treasures. “I will employ these,” said he,
but I will neither see her nor speak to her.” Antony took
up his lodging without the city of Alexandria, in an agree-
able country seat which he had caused to be built on the
sea shore. Messages passed between him and Cleopatra;
but their.common interest made it afterwards necessary
for them to have several interviews. The object of them
was to deliberate on treating with Octavius, who was
then advaneing against them. After various proposals,
which were rejected, Antony confined himself to a re-
quest that the conqueror would suffer him to live at Athens,
as a plain individual along with the queen ; and that he
- would ensure to the children, whom he had by her, the
thrones which he destined for them. Octavius gave only
equivocal answers, as his object was to get the lovers into
his power. While he advanced, he still continued to ne-
gotiate without neglecting the means of force or surprize ;
and Antony, amused by his hopes, was in great danger of
falling into the snares laid for him. Like an enraged ani«
mal pursued to its last retreat, he then threw himself with
fury on those who wished to surround him, repulsed them,
and occasioned dreadful slaughter. Besides the negotiation
carried on in common, Cleopatra entered into a private one
with Octavius, who insinuated that she ought to abeme
don Antony, and perhaps to give him up. On this con~
dition he promised her every advantage she could desire.
In the meantime he demanded, sometimes, one city, and
sometimes another, and at last, the most important places
of Egypt ; while the queen, deceived or seduced, delivered
them into his hands. Incensed at this treachery, Antony
wished to sacrifice his perfidious lover; but she retired to
a monument of great' height, which she had built, where



she shut herself up with two female attendants and a slave.
She then sent to inform her lover that she had put herself
to death. Unable to endure the idea of existing without
the object of his affection; he sent for a slave on whose
fidelity he could depend, and putting into his hands a po-
niard said, “ You behold me for the last time,—strike.”
But the slave plunged the poniard into his own body, and
expired at his feet. Antony took the pomiard in his turn,
and having given himself a large wound, fell down bathed

- in bloed. His friends hastened to his relief ; but he con~
jured them to dispatch him. . They were filled with horror
and pity, and left him in the agonies of death near the body
of his slave. :

Cleopatra having heard of his desperate state, and that he
was not dead, sent her slave to inform him that she was
stll alive, and wished to see him. On this invitation the
dying lover seemed to revive, and suffering his wound to
be dressed, ordered himself to be conveyed to the monu-
ment. As Cleopatra durst not open the door for fear of
being surprised by the emissaries of Octavius, she let
down ropes to which Antony being made fast, was in
that manner, drawn up to a window by the queen and her
two female attendants. The lamentation and mournful
cries, which were afterwards heard, informed the Alexan-
drians, who arrived in crowds to behold this spectacle, that
the unfortunate Antony had survived a very short time,
the pleasure of seeing, once more, the object of his affec-
tion.

The queen obstinately persisted in her resolution of re-
maining in the monument to which she had caused com-
bustible matter, spices, and precious wood to be conveyed,
in order to burn herself in it, if any violence should be at-
tempted. She wished to procure the crown for her chil-

dren; and dreaded, more than death, the idea of being at-

tached to the car of Octavius, and dragged in triumph to
Rome. To obtain the one; and avoid the other, she consi-
dered it necessary to remain mistress of her asylum. She
suffered no person to enter it, and conversed with the mes-

Rl
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aengers seat by Octavius only theough tie deor; but while
mae of the negotiators was engaging her attention with pro-
posals, another got im the window, through which Antony
$md been drewn up. Finding herself surprised, she snatched
« ponierd from her girdle, and attempted to stab herself;
‘but the weapon was taken from her, and proper precantions
were employed to prevent the effects of her deepair.

She then requested permission to see Octavius. He
xgame to visitherin person. She received him, laying on @
<ouch, in a careless manner. Upon his entering the apart-
wment, she rose up to prosarate herself before him. She was
dressed in a loose robe; her hair was disheveled ; her
voice .trembling ; her complexion pale, and her eyes red
with weeping. Yetstill her natural beauty seemed to gleam
shrough the distresses with which she was encompassed ; the
graces of her motion and the alluring softness of her 1ooks,
stitl bore testimany to the former power of her charms.
Octaviue raised her with his usual complaisance, and de-
siring her to sit, placed himself beside her. Cleopatra had
been prepared for this interview, and made use of every
amethod she could think of to prapitiate the conqueror. She
miternately employed apologies, entreaties, and allurements,
10 obtaim his favour, and soften his resentment. She talked
-of Caesar’s humanity to those in distress ; she read some of
this letters to her full of tenderness ; and enlarged upon the
dong intimacy that had passed between them. * But of
what service,” cried she, “are now all his benefits to me.
Why could I not die withhim. Yet he still lives; methinks
1 see him still before me ; he revives in you.”

To her arguments, her importunity, and her solicitations,
Octavius answered with a cold indifference, scarcely ven-
4uring to meet her eyes; but when she intimated, as he sup-
posed, a desire of life, he was highly pleased, and assured
her, that she should be indulged to the height of her ex-
pectations. He .then took leave and departed, imagining
he had reconciled her to life, and that he should have the.
glory .of leading her as a captive in his triumph, on his re-
turn to Rome ; but in this he was deceived. Cleopatra, all
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the while, had kept a correspondence with Dolabella, a
young Roman of high birth, in the camp of Octavius, who
seems to have felt deeply for her misfortunes. From him
she learnt the intentions of Octavius, and that he was de-
termined to send her off in three days, together with her
children to Rome. She now saw what was intended for her,
and determined to prevent its execution, by a voluntary
death ; but previously entreated permission to pay her last
oblations at Antony’s tomb. This request being granted
- her, she crowned the tomb with garlands of flowers, and,
having kissed the coffin a thousand times, returned home to
execute her fatal resolution. She attired herself in the most
splendid manner, then feasted as usual, and soon after or-
dered all, but her two attendants to leave the room. Hav-
ing previously ordered an asp to be secretly conveyed to
her in a basket of fruit, she sent a letter to Octavius, in-
forming him of her fatal purpose, and desiring to be buried
in the same tomb with Antony. Octavius, upon receiving
this letter, instantly despatched messengers to prevent her
design, but they arrived too late. Upon entering the cham-
ber, they beheld Cleopatra lying dead upon a gilded couch,
arrayed in her royal robes. Near her, one of her faithful
attendants was stretched lifeless at the feet of her mistress.
Another immediately after fell down dead at her side.
There are some circumstances in the death of Cleopatra,
that interest our affections, contrary to the dictates of our
reason. She died at the age of thirty-nine, after having
reigned twenty-two years, and with her, ended the monarchy
of Egypt, which had flourished for immemorial ages.
Throughout life, she was distinguished for her beauty, wit,
and wickedness ; and was nearly in all equally pre-eminent.
Octavius was much chagrined, at being thus deprived
of a principal ornament in his intended triumph. However,
her dying request was complied with, her body being laid
by Antony’s, and a magnificent funeral prepared for her
And her two faithful attendants.
From this time, Egypt was governed as a province of
Rome, and few occurrences present themselves for the his- .
VOL. IX. (10]
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torian to narrate. Commotions, wars, and polisical intrigues,
are, indeed, the chief materials of history. During those
intervals, in which mankind have known most quiet, there
is little that deserves to be recorded. Like a level plain,
the smooth tenor-of life exhibits nothing to arrest atten-
tion. This, with a few exceptions, was the case with
Egypt, far nearly seven centuries after the death of Cleo-
patra. It contmued a Roman province, from that period
till it was subdued by the Arabians, A. D. 641. Egypt
was one of the most potent kingdoms that had risen out of
the fragments of Alexander’s dominions; and the last ex-
isting portion of.that mighty empire, which the Greeks had
erected on the ruins of Persia. Alexandria was, after the
fall of Carthage, the greatest commercial city in the world ;
and, after its subjection to the Roman dominion, it still
maintained that rank, being the great mart of Indian trade.
Famed for learning and philosophy, not less than for com-
merce and wealth, Alexandria rivalled Rome and Athens,
in the number and celebrity of her schools, and her learned

men. The inhabitants, however, retained their seditious cha-

racter, and the same proneness to revolt, that distinguished
them under their native princes. The seditions of Alexan-
dria often affected the tranquillity and subsistence of Rome,
of which Egypt and Sicily were the two granaries. In one of
these revolts, Alexandria supported a siege of eight months,
against the emperor Dioclesian, who, having rendered his
camp impregnable to the sallies of the besieged, and cut
off all their supplies of water from the Nile, at last reduced
the city, by blockade, and almost wasted it by fire and
sword. But Alexandria, from its commercial situation,
commanding the trade between Europe and India, had
always the good fortune to retrieve, in a short time, its
misfortunes. After the fall of the western empire, Egypt
remained a valuable appendage to the eastern. Of this
Alexandria was the second city, being, in extent, magnifi-
cence, wealth and population, next to Constantinople, and
the principal granary of that metropolis, as it had formerly
been of Rome. After Christianity had madc a considera-
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ble progress in Egypt, the schools of Alexandria were nat
less celebrated for the abstruse speculations of theology,
than for philosophical studies. In this city were born or
educated, many of the most learned fathers of the church,
as well as a multitude of theologians, whom orthodoxy has
denominated heretics. A very considerable proportion of
the theological controversies, which so violently agitated
the church, during the third and fourth centuries, origin-
ated in the seminaries of this city, and Alexandria was
- equal, if not superior, to Constantinople itself, as a distin-
guished theatre of civil and religious factions.* These,
however, were not productive of any important revolutions,
till religious persecution drove them to favour the Saracen
invasion. The history of this great event comes in the
order of time.

Egypt remained as a province of the Greek empire, till
the first half of the seventh century was nearly elapsed. It
then underwent a revolution, as important and extraordinary
as any that it had ever experienced. About this time,
Amrou, one of the lieutenants of the caliph Omar, marched
to the conquest of Egypt. The forces with which he un-
dertook this great enterprise are said to have been about
four thousand Arabs. Pelusium was his first acquisition.
From thence he proceeded to Memphis, which, althongh
in a declining state, was still a place of such strength, as
to arrest the progress of the conquerors, during a siege of
seven months. Having received a reinforcement of four
thousand Arabians, with battering engines, from Syria,
Amrou, at length, carried the city by assault. The small
army of the Saracens, however, would have been totally
inadequate to the conquest of Egypt, had not the people
been alienated from the government of Heraclius, by that
virulence of religious persecution, which is always calcu-
lated to convert subjects into rebels. The polemical eon-

® Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Arius, and a multitude of otlfer Chris-
tian theologians, both orthodox and heterodox, were natives of Alexandria,
or pupils of the Alexandrian schools.
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troversy of monothelitism, or the dispute concerning the
existence of one or two wills in Christ—in other words,
whether the divine and human wills were united in his
. person, had produced a general disaffection. The emperor
considered and treated his Egyptian subjects as heretics;
while they, on the contrary, regarded him, not as the pro-
tector, but as the prosecutor of Christianity.

Such are the revolutions of opinions, that the Egyptians
were not less attached to their monothelitism than their an-
cestors, ten centuries before, were to the worship of the
- god Apis. At the period of the Saracen invasion, the
Greeks, who persccuted them on account of a Christian
controversy, were not less detested than the Persians, who
sacrilegiously feasted on the flesh of the sacred bull, had
formerly been. The disaffection of the Egyptians to their
government promoted the designs of Amrou as much as
they had before advanced those of Alexander. The Copts
unanimously favoured the Saracen invasion, and swore al-
legiance to the caliph, who required only obedience and
tribute, as the price of religious liberty and protection. The
Greeks, whose numbers were scarcely equal to one-tenth
of the native Egyptians, were overwhelmed in the general
defection. They retreated from the upper Egypt, and the.
Saracens advanced to Alexandria, which was then abun-
dantly replenished with the means of subsistence and de-
fence. The native Egyptians attached themselves with ar-
dour to the service of Amrou. Strong reinforcements ar-
rived in his camp. The tribes of the desert, and the vete-
rans from Syria flocked to his standard ; and the merit of a
holy war was recommended by the value of the prize. On
the other hand a numerous population, fighting for religion
and property, made a resolute defence. The almost daily
sallies of the Alexandrians, were constantly repulsed by the
besiegers, who, in their turn, made incessant attacks. At
length, in the year 640, after a siege of fourteen months,
and the loss of about twenty-three thousand men, the Sara-
cens made themselves masters of Alexandria, perhaps the
most difficult, but, without doubt, the most valuable of their
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eonquests. The Greeks were at that time masters of the
sea; and if Heraclius had been animated with the same
spirit as in the Persian war, fresh armies, pouring in from
Europe, might have saved the capital of Egypt. In the
succeeding reign the clamours of the people of Constanti-
nople, (of which this country had been lately the granary,
as formerly of Rome) compelled the court to attempt the
recovery of Alexandria. The Byzantine fleets and armies
twice occupied the place, but were as often expelled by the

" valour and conduct of Amrou; who, thrice made himself
master of the capital of Egypt, before the conquest was con-
firmed.*

Egypt being now completely subjugated, the Arabians
proceeded to secure and improve their conquest. Under
the prudent administration of Amrou, the canals and dykes
were annually repaired. The fertility of Egypt, supplied
the barrenness of Arabia, and strings of camels, loaded
with corn and provisions, covered almost the whole length’
of the road, from Memphis to Medina. The plans of in-
land navigation, which had been attempted or executed by
the Pharoahs, the Ptolemies, and the Cesars, were re-
vived by the genius of Amrou; and a canal was opened
from the Nile to the Red sea. Of the state of the country,
in regard to its population and opulence at this period, some
sketch might here be expected, but the wild exaggerations
of writers who make the number of inhabitants amount to
twenty millions, and the revenues of the caliphs to three
hundred millions, and other equally extravagant calcula-

* The destruction of the Alexandrian library is said to have been the
consequence of these successes. The evidence of this fact rests on the
sole authority of Abulpharagius, who says, that this ma