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1775.

Critical

state of

affairs in

America.

General

enthusiasm

guided by

prudence.

IN America, affairs were becoming every day

more critical : provincial differences were giving way to

common confederation, the resolutions of the congress be

came the political creed, and the people were preparing to

act according to the directions of that body, and zeal and

unanimity were generally prevalent among the colonists.

Town and provincial meetings, colonial assemblies, grand

juries, judges, and even private parties, all spoke the same

language and breathed the same spirit : " we will

" riot be taxed, but by our own consent ; we will

" not receive the merchandise of that country which

" proposes such injustice ; we will combine in defend-

" ing our property, and resisting oppression." Accus

tomed to the gratifications derived from imported luXuries,

the inhabitants of this rich and great commercial country

resolutely relinquished all those indulgences : the plea

sures of the table, elegance of dress, splendour of furni

ture, public diversions, the conveniences, ornaments, and

relaxations of life, were sacrificed to one general sympa

thy ; all ranks were inspired with an enthusiasm, which,

from whatever cause it arises, and to whatever objects it

is directed, never fails to be most powerful in its operation,

and important in its effects. The merchant resigned the

advantages of commerce;- the farmer gave up the sale of

his productions and the benefits of his industry ; the me

chanic, the manufacturer, the sailor, submitted to the pri

vation of their usual means of subsistence, and trusted for

a livelihood to the donations of the opulent, which, from

the same sympathetic feelings, and conformity of opinions

and determinations, were most liberally bestowed. It was

not temperance that rejected luxury; it was not indolence

that precluded commercial enterprise and professional

effort ; it was not generosity which made the rich munifi

cent; or idleness or servility which made the poor seek

subsistence from the gifts of the wealthy. All ordinary

springs of action were absorbed by the love of liberty ; and

the enthusiastic ardour of the colonists was regulated and

guided by prudence and firmness. While in most of the

provinces they made preparations for hostility, should Bri

tain persevere in coercive measures, they abstained from

actual violence. It was hoped by many, that the petition
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of congress to the throne would be attended with success ; CHAP,

and also, that the address to the people of England would

be productive of useful effects, and influence the delibera- 17J.5

tions of the new parliament. They did not, however,

intermit their attention to warlike affairs ; they exercised

and trained the militia ; and, as soon as advice was receiv

ed of the proclamation issued in England to prevent the

exportation of arms and ammunition to America, mea

sures were speedily taken to remedy the defect. For this

purpose, and to render themselves as independent as pos

sible on foreigners for the supply of these essential articles,

mills were erected, and manufactories formed, both at

Philadelphia and Virginia,1" for making gunpowder, and

encouragement was given in all the colonies to the fabri

cation of arms. It was in the northern provinces that

hostilities commenced : when the proclamation concerning

warlike stores was known in Rhode Island, the populace

rising, seized on all the ordnance belonging to the crown

in that province, amounting to forty pieces of cannon,

which had been placed on batteries for defending the har

bour, and these they removed into the country. Inquiry

having been made by the governor concerning this pro

cedure, the provincials did not hesitate to avow that their

object was to prevent the cannon from falling into the

hands of his majesty's forces, and that they intended to

employ them against any power which should attempt

molestation. The assembly of the province also passed

resolutions for procuring arms and military stores, by every

means and from every quarter in which they could be ob

tained, as well as for training and arming the inhabitants.

In New Hampshire, hitherto moderate, the proclamation

caused an insurrection ; a great number of armed men

assembled, and surprising a small fort called William and

Mary, took possession of the ordnance and other military

stores. Meanwhile the colonies anxiously waited for the

king's speech, and the addresses of the new parliament;

the- tenour of which would in a great degree determine

whether the British government meant coercion or conci

liation. On the arrival of those papers, they produced

the very effect which opposition had predicted. Instead of

p See St.edman.
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CH\P, intimidating the Americans, they impelled them to greater

^ ' firmness, to a more close and general union. In propor-

1775. tion as government manifested itself earnest to force them

Provincials to submission, the more resolved were they to resist that

measures force : they considered Britain as attacking their rights

parliament and liberties, and these they determined to defend. The

provincial conventions of the southern provinces now imi

tated those of the north, in passing resolutions for warlike

preparations ; which, before the arrival of the speech and

addresses, had not been proposed by any of the middle or

southern assemblies, but had been left to individuals. The

provincial convention of Pennsylvania passed a resolution

of the nature of a hostile manifesto ; declaring their wish to

see harmony restored between Britain and the colonies,

but that if the humble and loyal petition of the congress

to his majesty should be disregarded, and the British

administration, instead of redressing grievances, were de

termined by force to effect a submission to the late arbi

trary acts of parliament, in such a situation they held it

their indispensable duty to resist that force, and at every

hazard to defend the dearest privileges of America. Pre

parations were now making throughout the colonies for

holding a general congress in the month of May ; while in

the intermediate time the provincial conventions continued

to meet, in order to appoint delegates to the congress,

direct and hasten military preparations, and encourage the

spirit of resistance in the people. .

Warlike But as the republican spirit of Massachusetts had

lions"*l'" from the beginning carried opposition to a much greater

length than in the other colonies, so in this province ac

tual hostilities first commenced. The provincial congress

having met in February 1775, directed its chief attention

to the acquisition of arms and warlike stores, by purchase,

seizure, or any other means. Contributions were levied

for defrayingthe expense ofwar like preparations. The most

violent of the Bostonians had removed in to the country,

to join the other colonists ; but those who remained in the

town, though less outrageous, were equally hostile : they

greatly cooperated with their friends in the country, by

communicating whatever they could discover of the
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intentions of the British governor, and by this means CHAP.

became more instrumental in defeating his plans.

General Gage having received intelligence that some
w 17/3.

ordnance was deposited at Salem, on the 26th of Febru- General

ary sent a detachment to bring the stores to Boston. The tempts'tr

troops embarked on board a transport, and landing at seize

Marblehead, proceeded to Salem ; but the Americans

having received information of the design, had removed

the cannon. The commander of the detachment marched

farther into the country, in hopes of overtaking the

stores ; but was stopt by a small river, over which there

had been a drawbridge : this had been taken up by a multi

tude of people on the opposite shore, who alleged that it

was private property, over which they had no right to

pass without the consent of the owner. The officer, see

ing a boat, resolved to make use of it for transporting his

men ; but a party of peasants jumped into the boat with

axes, and cut holes through the bottom. A scuffle arose

between them and the soldiers about the boat ; a clergy

man who had seen the whole transaction interposed, and

having convinced the people that the pursuit of the can

non was now too late to be successful, prevailed on them

to let down the bridge. The British troops passed : and,

finding their object unattainable, returned to Boston. '

During the spring, the provincial agents had collected Detach-

a great quantity of stores, which were deposited at Con- ™eCoutnt"

cord, a town situated twenty miles from Boston. In- cord;

formed of the magazine, general Gage sent a body of

troops, late in the night of the 19th of April, to destroy

these stores. The detachment consisted of the granadiers

and light infantry of his army, and the marines, under the

command of lieutenant colonel Smith and major Pitcairn,

amounting to about nine hundred men. The troops took

every precaution to prevent the provincials from being in

formed of their march ; but they had not advanced many

miles, before it was perceived, by the firing of guns and

the ringing of bells, that the country was alarmed. Colo

nel Smith, finding that their destination was suspected,

if not discovered, ordered the light infantry to march with

all possible despatch to secure the bridges and different

reads beyond Concord ; and t© intercept the stores, should
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CHAP, they be attempted to be moved. These companies about

XV- five in the morning reached Lexington, fifteen miles from

l775 Boston, where they saw a body of provincial militia as-

to Lexing- sembled on a green near the road. The Americans, be

fore this time, had disclaimed all design of attacking the

king's troops, professed to take up arms only for the pur

pose of self-defence, and avoided skirmishes with the Bri

tish soldiers ; but on this day hostilities actually com

menced, and here the first blood was shed in the contest

First hos- between Britain and America. When the British troops

between'0' approached, the Americans were questioned for what pur-

Britain pose they had met, and ordered to disperse ; on which the

colonies, colonists immediately retired in confusion. Several guns

were then fired upon the king's soldiers from a stone wall,

and also from the meeting house and other buildings, by

which one man was wounded, and a horse shot under ma

jor Pitcairn. Our soldiers returned the fire, killed some of

the provincials, wounded others, and dispersed the rest.

The Americans asserted, that the fire began oh our side ;

and, besides endeavouring to establish the assertion by testi

mony, argued from probability ; our light infantry consist

ed of six companies ; the militia assembled at Lexington,

of only one company ; was it probable (they asked) that an

inferior number of militia would attack a superior num

ber- of regular troops ? To this the obvious answer is,

the indiscretion of an alleged act is not a proof that it was

not committed, nor is it sufficient to overturn positive evi

dence. The British officers who were present, gave the

account which general Gage reported in his letters to gov

ernment,*1 that the Americans fired first ; and on the testi

mony of several respectable gentlemen of unimpeached

character, this assertion rests.

The Americans being routed, the light infantry, who

were now overtaken by the grenadiers, marched forward

to Concord. A body of provincial militia being assembled

upon a hill near the entrance of the town, the light infan

try were ordered to drive them from that position, when

the provincials were accordingly dislodged, and pursued to

a bridge beyond the town ; but rallying on the other side.

q London Gazette of June 10th, 1775.
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a sharp action ensued, in which several of both parties CHAP,

were killed and wounded. Meanwhile the grenadiers ^r^^,

destroyed the stores at Concord ; and the purpose of the 1775-

expedition being accomplished, the light infantry were or

dered to retire, and the -whole detachment to march back TheBri-

... . . tish retire.

to Boston. The provincials being by this time alarmed,

assembled from all quarters, . and posting themselves in

ambuscade, among trees, in houses, and behind walls,

harassed the British troops on the flank and rear. On

their arrival at Lexington, the king's soldiers met lord

Percy, who was advancing with a second detachment to

support the first. The corps which had been at Concord,

was so overcome with fatigue, that they were obliged to

lie down for rest on the ground, while lord Percy formed

his fresh troops into a square, which enclosed colonel

Smith's party. The troops being refreshed, they proceed

ed on their march to Boston, still very much harrassed

by the Americans, whose -fire they could not return, as it

issued from concealed situations, which they left as soon

as their muskets had been discharged. They arrived at

Boston late in the evening, quite exhausted ; the loss on

each side amounted to about sixty killed and wounded.

This first engagement demonstrated, that the Americans,

though not inured to military discipline, possessed both

courage and activity ; and, being well acquainted with the

country, had skill to avail themselves of that advantage.

The conflict also illustrated the species of warfare by

which they could most successfully annoy the British sol

diers. In open field, they could not, till better disci

plined, meet us without certain loss ; but by ambuscade,

harassing our marches and straitening our quarters, they

were able to compensate their deficiency in a regular bat

tle. Their own military state, and the nature of the

country, dictated irregular operations, and the occurren

ces of this day exemplified the expediency of a cursory

mode. The British troops, though consisting in all of

two thousand men, being so pressed by those desultory

assailants, farther proved, that the Americans were not

altogether such contemptible warriors as the informers of

government had represented, and the credulity of minis

ters and their supporters believed. /
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CHAP, • The Americans represented this march of the Bri-

xv' tish troops back to Boston as a retreat, and themselves as

j... having gained a victory ; at the same time they declared

hostilities to have been begun by the king's forces. Irri

tated by this conceived aggression, and by the reduction of

their stores, and elated by their supposed success, their

countrymen imagined that they could drive the royal

army from Boston : they were further inflamed by a

report, that one object of the expedition to Concord was

to seize John Hancock already mentioned, and Samuel

Adams, two leading characters in the provincial conven

tion, and the latter a delegate to the general congress.

The militia poured in from every quarter of the province,

and formed a considerable army, with which they invested

An Amen- Boston. The army being in the field, the provincial con-

is raised, gress passed regulations for arraying it, fixing the pay or

the. officers and soldiers, levving money, and establishing a

paper currency to defray expenses, pledging at the same

time the faith of the provinces for the payment of its notes.

The congress farther resolved, that general Gage, by his

his late conduct, had utterly disqualified himself from act

ing in the province as governor, or in any other capacity,

and that no obedience was due to him ; but, on the con

trary, that he was to be considered as an inveterate ene

my. Thus they assumed both the legislative and execu

tive authority : meanwhile they attempted to justify their

, conduct in an address to the people of Great Britain ; to

whom they presented their statement of the actions at

Lexington and Concord. They still made great profes

sions of loyalty, but would not (they said) tamely submit

to persecution and tyranny ; appealed to heaven for the

justice of their cause, and declared that they were determi

ned either to be free, or die. Their account of the contest at

Lexington being rapidly spread through the other colonies,

was received with unhesitating belief, and produced

throughout the continent nearly the same effect as in their

own province; stimulating resentment to hostility, and

encouraging hopes of success. Similar resolutions were

adopted by the other provinces, concerning the array of

a» army, the establishment of a revenue, and the civil

administration of affairs. Lord Morth's conciliatory plan
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now arriving, was every where rejected, and increased CHAP,

their indignation. It was (they said) a weak attempt to XV"'

disunite the colonies, and by detaching a part from the l775

defence of their rights, to reduce the whole to such terms

as the British government thought proper to impose : they

execrated the intention as tyrannical, but despised the

design as inefficacious.

Such was the American disposition of mind when Second

the general congress assembled on the appointed day at Se^gene-

philadelphia ; and the measures which they adopted, con- ral eon-

firmed the provincial meetings in their resolutions and con- eresS.

duct. The influence of the sentiments and principles of

Massachusetts Bay had been growing stronger in the other

colonies, ever since the Boston port bill : in that province

originated the general continental assembly, the confedera

cy of the association, the several addresses, and, in short,

the chief resolutions of the congress of 1774. In the

present session their first step was, to appoint Mr. Han

cock, the most active instigator of Massachusetts, presi

dent. Their next measure was, to raise an army, and

establish a paper currency, according to the model of

Massachusetts. On these notes was inscribed, The

United Colonies, as the security for realizing the nominal

value of this currency. To retaliate upon Britain for the

prohibitory act, they strictly prohibited the colonies from

supplving the British fisheries with any kind of provision ;

and, to render this order the more effectual, stopped all

exportation to those settlements which still retained their

obedience. They voted, that the compact between the

crown and the people of Massachusetts Bay was dissolved

by the violation of the charter of William and Mary ; and

therefore recommended to the inhabitants of that province,

to proceed to the establishment of a new government, by

electing a governor, assistants, and a house of assembly,

according to the powers contained in their original charter.

They passed another resolution, that no order for money

written by any officer of the British army or navy, their

agents or contractors, should be received or negotiated, or

supplies of any kind afforded either to land or sea forces

in British service : they also erected a general post office

at Philadelphia, to extend through the united colonies.

Vol. \l. C
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CHAP, Thus did the general congress assume all the powers of

XV- sovereign authority ; they agreed on articles of perpetual

1775 union, by which they formed themselves into a federal

republic for common defence, for the security of liberty

and property, the safety of persons and families, and

mutual and general welfare. Each colony was to regulate

its constitution within its own limits, according to the

determination of its convention ; but whatever regarded

federal security, welfare and prosperity, was to depend on

the congress. This body was also to have the determina

tion of peace and war, alliances, and arrangements for

general commerce or currency. The congress was to

appoint, for the executive governmentof the United States,

a council of twelve from their own body, to hold offices

for a limited time ; and any of the colonies of North

America, which had not joined the association, might

become members of the confederacy, on agreeing to the

conditions.

Spirit of These were the leadinc institutions of a combination,

republican- ... .

ism. which formed its system on principles evidently not mon

archical. Several colonies had been loyal and attached to

kingly government, though others- were originally demo

cratic ; but now the measures of the British administration

• had amalgamated all their provincial differences into one

mass of republicanism. The province of New York, dis

gusted at the disregard shown to their application to both

houses of parliament, now entered into the colonial views

with- as much eagerness as their most ardent neighbours.

Georgia also in a few weeks joined the confederacy ; and

thus from Nova Scotia to Florida there was one general

determination to resist the claims of Great Britain.

In this month some private persons belonging to the

back settlements of New York and Massachusetts, without

any public command or even suggestion, undertook an ex-

Attempt pedition to Ticonderoga and Crown Point. The leader of

deroga. this enterprise was an active adventurer, named Ethan

Allen : this partisan, having been frequently at Ticonde

roga, had observed a great want of discipline in the garri

son, from which he inferred that it would be easy to take

it by surprise. Having proceeded with secrecy and des

patch, he captured the fort without any resistance, and ira.
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mediately after made himself master of Crown Point. CHaP.

These fortresses, by commanding lakes George and Cham- xv-

plain, and forming one of the gates of Canada, were of sig-

nal importance ; but ministers having been so completely

misinformed as to expect no military exertions from the

Americans, had not thought it necessary to guard against

their enterprises.

The provincial forces now blockaded Boston by land ;

and the neighbouring countries refusing to supply the Bri

tish with fresh provisions and vegetables by sea, they began

to experience the inconveniences of a complete investment.

These were increased by the number of inhabitants who

still remained in the town, and whom the governor thought

it expedient to retain as hostages. On the 25th of May,

a considerable reinforcement arrived from Britain, under

generals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton. Gage who since

the formation of the American army had confined himself

to defence, now judged his force sufficiently strong for

offensive measures. As a preliminary step to the com

mencement of his movements, on the 12th of June he issu

ed a proclamation, offering in his majesty's name a free

pardon to those who should forthwith lay down their arms

(John Hancock and Samuel Adams only excepted), and

threatening with punishment all who delayed to avail them

selves of the proffered mercy. By the same edict, martial

law was declared to be in force in the province until peace

and order should- be so far restored, that justice might be

again administered in the civil courts. This proclamation

was not only disregarded by the provincials, but consider

ed as the prelude to immediate action ; dispositions were

therefore made for hostilities.

The town of Boston is situate upon a neck of land, pro

jecting northeast into the ocean, and joined to the conti

nent by a narrow isthmus, formed by the sea on the south,

and Charles river on the north. Across the mouth of the

river, northwest from Boston, is another neck of land, at

the eastern extremity of which is situated Charlestown,

somewhat more than a quarter of a mile over the frith

from Boston. This is a spacious and well built town, and

an advantageous post for either the attack or defence of

the neighbouring city ; it had hitherto been neglected, how-
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CHAP, ever, by both parties. General Gage, perceiving hostili-

ties inevitable, prepared to fortify this post. Informed of

l775 the governor's intention, the provincials resolved, if possi

ble, to prevent its execution, by occupying it themselves.

Between the isthmus and town of Charlestown, there is a

rising ground called Bunker's hill, of gradual ascent from

the country, but very steep on the side of the town, and

near enough to Boston to be within cannon shot. This posi

tion the provincials resolved to seize and fortify ; and to exe

cute the design, a strong detachment marched from the

camp at Cambridge, about nine in the evening of the 16th of

June, which, passing silently to Charlestown neck, reach

ed the top of Bunker's hill without being discovered.

Having previously provided tools for intrenchment, they

spent the night in throwing up works in front ; and with

such activity and despatch did they proceed, that before

the morning their fortifications in many places were can

non proof. At break of day the alarm was given at Bos

ton, and a cannonade began from a battery, the town, and

the ships of war in the harbour. The provincials, never

theless, went on with their works, and bore the fire with

great firmness. About noon, general Gage sent a detach

ment over to the peninsula of Charlestown, under the

command of major general Howe and brigadier general

Pigot, with orders to drive the provincials from their

works. The troops formed without opposition, as soon

as they landed ; but the generals perceiving the colonists

to be strongly posted on the heights, already numerous,

and additional troops pouring m to their aid, determined

to send over for a reinforcement. A fresh detachment

, soon arriving, the whole body, consisting of more than

two thousand men, moved on in two lines towards the

enemy, having the light infantry on the right, and the

grenadiers on the left. The Americans had their right

wing near Charlestown, and were covered by a body of

troops posted in that town, as well as by a redoubt which

Battle of they had raised in the morning. The battle was begun by

Bunkers ^e J3rj tish artillery, and soon became general. The Bri

tish left wing was much annoyed by firing from the houses

of Charlestown, and a very severe conflict took place in that

town. The main body of the provincials meanwhile
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received general Howe's division with great vigour, and CHAP,

kept up a close fire, which it required the utmost efforts

of the regulars to withstand, and they could not avoid S^^>"'being thrown into some disorder ; but rallying, and being

encouraged by their officers, they returned to the charge

with impetuosity, climbed up the steep hill in the face of

the enemy's fire, and forced the intrenchments with fixed

bayonets. General Pigot, after experiencing a gallant

resistance, the town of Charlestown having been set on

fire, succeeded in driving the enemy from their redoubt;

and in the retreat the provincials sustained considerable

loss, from the cannonade of floating batteries and ships of

war in Boston harbour.

Though in this engagement the British carried their

point, they succeeded at a great expense, having lost more

than half the detachment; two hundred and twenty-six

were killed, and eight hundred and twenty-eight wound

ed ; nineteen commissioned officers being included in the

former, and seventy in the latter. Among the killed %vere,

lieutenant colonel Abercrombie and major Pitcairn, offi

cers of eminent respectability, and extremely lamented.

The loss of the Americans, according to their own

account, did not exceed four hundred and fifty. The plan

of attack by the British has been blamed by some military

critics, who have declared that the generals ought to have

goner round to Cambridge, and commenced their attack

from the western side of the hill, where it was easy of

ascent ; and that thus the Americans would not have been

defended by their works, which were only raised opposite

to Boston, and not round the whole hill ; besides which,

they might have cut off the retreat of the provincials, and

compelled them to surrender at discretion. It was replied

to these strictures, that the British themselves, by the

proposed movement, would have been exposed to the main

army of their antagonists, and hemmed in between that

force and the detachment at Bunker's hill. The British

were also blamed for not pursuing the retreating Ameri

cans, and defended on the same grounds as from the cen

sure of the attacks : they might thus have exposed themselves

t Stcdman, vol. i. p. r2.
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CHAP, to a numerous body of fresh enemies. The battle of

XV- Bunker's hill was a new instance of the valour of British

1775 troops ; but in that respect proved no more than what had

been uniformly experienced, and was therefore to be con-

proves the fidently expected. On the other hand, it evinced the

not cow- valour of the Americans, who, though rough undisciplined

anls, as peasants, had made so bold and obstinate a stand aprainst
represent- r 1 ° #

ed by min- regular troops, and demonstrated how inaccurately minis-

''1 try had been informed, or how weakly they had reasoned,

when they concluded that the colonists would not fight.

The provincials, after the battle of Bunker's hill, fortified

another hill opposite to it, and without the isthmus ; and

thus enclosed the king's troops in the peninsula of Charles-

town as well as BostonT The British claimed the honour

of the victory, because they had driven the enemy from the

The pro- field; the Americans asserted that they were really suc

cessful, because, though dislodged from one post, they had
vinciuls are

elated witlthe event, blocked up the regulars, and by keeping them from offen

and Woefc . ' . " J » . .

up the Bri- sive operations, frustrated the purpose for which they had

^ iltl5os- been sent. The royal arms (they said) had been sent

there for the purpose of reducing this province ; instead

of effecting which, they were debarred by the provincials

from every offensive operation.

The general congress still continued to sit ; and hav

ing received Gage's proclamation, considering it as a

hostile manifesto, they resolved to answer it by a counter

manifesto, setting forth the causes and necessity of

taking arms. This was a very masterly paper, and in

point of ability equal to any public declaration recorded

in diplomatic history. It enumerated, with clearness and

plausibility, the alleged causes of the war, deduced the

history of the American colonies from their first establish

ment, marked the principles of their settlements, and

described their conduct to have been such as their princi

ples required. It also sketched the policy of Britain in

former times, and in the present ; the beneficial conse

quences which accrued to both parties from the one, and

the baneful effects from the other ; repeated the grievan

ces before stated ; and added new subjects of complaint,

in the redress and hearing refused, and in the measures

for subjugation adopted. After detailing those acts and
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the causes of the war, and appealing to God and man for

its justice, they specified the resources by which they l775

should be able to carry it on with force and effect. Theystill professed to deprecate the continuance of hostilities ;and, during this session, they drew up a petition to theking, praying that he would prevent the farther effusionof blood, and adopt some means for a change of measuresrespecting America. They also appealed in addresses tothe people of Great Britain and Ireland.

Whatever might be their desire for peace, they

were not only preparing for defensive war, but forming

plans of offensive operations. They appointed George George

Washington, esq. (a gentleman of independent fortune JJnjg'J*

in Virginia, who had acquired considerable experience pointed

and character during the preceding war,) commander in mamieTit

chief of the American forces ; and nominated Artemus cl"ef.

Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuyler, and Israel Pit-

cairn esqrs. to be major generals ; and Horatio Gates, esq.

adjutant general. Of these general officers, Lee and

Gates were English gentlemen, who had acquired honour

in the last war, and who, from disgust or principle, now

joined the Americans ; Ward and Pitcairn were of Mas

sachusetts Bay, and Schuyler of New York. The con

gress also fixed and assigned the pay of both officers and

soldiers ; the latter of whom were much better pro

vided for, than those upon our establishment. In July

1775, general Washington arrived at the camp before

Boston, and all ranks vied in testifying attachment and

respect for their new commander. The military spirit

was very high throughout the continent ; persons of fami

ly and fortune, who were not appointed officers, eutered

cheerfully as privates, and served with alacrity ; even

many of the younger quakers, forgetting their passive

principles of forbearance and nonresistance, took up arms,

formed themselves into companies at Philadelphia, and

applied with the greatest labour and assiduity to acquire

proficiency in the military exercise and discipline.

Boston continued to be blocked up during the whole

year, and the British troops were greatly reduced by

disease, and various evils incident to such a situation.
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XV- the Americans if they did not submit, and the colonies

1775 not having yielded, government had made the attempt,

proclaiming its assurance of success. The event was,

that our troops, instead of making any progress in reducing

the enemy, were shut up in a corner, and forced to re

main in a state of inaction. Such was the result of the

first campaign of Britain against Massachusetts Bay.

Project The congress began now to turn their eyes towards

Sufonto6" Canada. In that province, they knew the late acts were

Canada. very unpopular, not only among the British settlers, but

the French Canadians themselves, who having experien

ced the difference between a French and British constitu

tion, gave the preference to the latter ; and besides, hav

ing formed connexions with their fellow subjects, many

. of them adopted their sentiments. The Canadians were

displeased with the neglect of the petition presented against

an offensive law, and therefore the more readily disposed

to favour associations against odious acts. The extraor

dinary powers placed in the hands of general Carleton,

governor of Canada, by a late commission, were new and

alarming, and appeared to the inhabitants evidently to

demonstrate the purposes for which they were granted.

Bv these he was authorized to embody and arm the Cana-
Political / .
and milita- dians, to march them out of the country lor the subjuga-

ry reasons. tjon of tne otner colonies, and to proceed even to capital

punishment, in all places, against those whom he should

deem rebels and opposers of the laws. As soon as Bri

tish troops should arrive sufficient in number to enable

them to act offensively, the colonists did not doubt that

they would march down from behind upon the resisting

provinces. He had also engaged a number of Indians, as

the provincials supposed, with the same intent. To co

operate with the disaffected in Canada, and to anticipate

the probable and suspected designs of general Carleton,

they formed the bold .project of invading his province.

The scheme being adopted, its successful execution de

pended chiefly on the celerity of movement ; while the

British troops were cooped up at Boston, and before rein

forcements could arrive from England. The advantages

gained by Ethan Allen greatly facilitated the success of
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<iie enterprise. In August, three thousand men, com- CHAP,

mandecl by generals Schuyler and Montgomery, marched v^-v-i^

to lake Champlain ; which crossing in flatbottomed boats, 1775.

they proceeded to St. Johns.. Schuyler now falling sick,

the command devolved upon general Montgomery. This Montg°-

gentleman, by birth an Irishman, and of a good family, had heads the

served in the seven years war with great reputation in e*p U8U'

America ; after the peace, he had settled in that country,

purchased an estate in New York, married a lady of that

province, and from that time considered himself as an

American. He was a great lover of liberty ; and con

ceiving the Americans to be oppressed, and driven to

resistance, he was induced by principle to quit the sweets

of an easy fortune, and the enjoyment of a loved philoso

phical rural life, with the highest domestic felicity, and,

to take an active share in all the dangers of war. Be

sides his skill in military affairs, he possessed in a high

degree the important power of conciliating the affections

of men : thus he easily recruited his troops and rendered

them ardent in the execution of his designs. He detach

ed the Indians from general Carleton's service, and having

received some reinforcements from the artillery, prepared

to besiege fort St. Johns, which was garrisoned by the

seventh and twenty-sixth regiments, being nearly all the

British troops in Canada/ The popularity of the cause

and of the general procured the Americans supplies of

provisions, and every other assistance which the Cana

dians could contribute to the advancement of the siege.

The progress of Montgomery, however, was retarded by

want of ammunition, and to supply this effect, he proposed

to make himself master of fort Champlain, a small trarri- ™s *rtT.
i7 o gress on

son, five miles from the scene of his operations, in which the lakes,

he understood a considerable quantity of ammunition was

deposited. In the fort there were about one hundred and

sixty men, commanded by major Stopford. Montgomery

sent against the place three hundred men, with only two

six pounders, and hardly any ammunition ; they formed no

regular battery, which would, indeed, have been useless to

a force so scantily provided with artillery. It was expect

ed that the garrison would have been able to hold oat

V Stedman, vol. i. p. f33.

Vol. II. D
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CHAP, against such a siege, but it surrendered the 3d of Novem-

ber, on condition that they should be allowed to go out

1775- with the honours. of war. It was much regretted, that

the English commander had not destroyed the ammuni

tion ; as, falling into the hands of the Americans, it enabled

them to proceed with more important operations. Mean

while Ethan Allen, understanding that Montreal was in a

very defenceless state, attempted to add this important

place to his former conquests : and with a hundred and

fifty men he crossed the river St. Lawrence, about three

miles below Montreal ; but the towns-people, being better

disposed towards England than many of the other Cana

dians, joined the garrison, which did not exceed thirty-six

men, and under major Campbell attacked and defeated

^Ethan Allen's detachment, and took the colonel himself

prisoner.

Colonel Maclaine, a brave and experienced officer,

a Scotch highlander by birth, prepared to raise a regiment

of his countrymen, who had emigrated from the Western

Isles to America, and had not obtained the settlements

which they expected. Having collected about three

hundred, he gave them the title of the Royal Highland

Emigrants, and proceeded with them to Montreal, expect

ing to be joined by general Carleton, who intended to

cross the river at .that place, and march to the relief of St.

Johns. The general arriving, found his whole force,

including the party by which he was there joined, not to

exceed a thousand men, and chiefly irregulars. With

these having attempted to land on the south side of the

river, he was encountered by a party of the provincials,

• • who easily repulsed his forces, still more undisciplined

than themselves, and disconcerted his whole project. The

capture of fort Champlain on the 20th of October, greatly

facilitated the siege of St. Johns, now deprived of all

He enters hopes of assistance from the governor of Canada. The

and cap- American general having obtained plenty of ammunition,

turesMon. proceeded with such vigour, that in ten days he compelled

the fort to surrender at discretion on the 2d of November.

Montgomery lost no time in improving his advantage, but,

crossing St. Lawrence, proceeded to Montreal, which be-

jpg incapable of defence against the American force, the



REIGN OP GEORGE III. 19

general evacuated it, and retired to Quebec. The Ame- CHAP,

ricans, finding Montreal defenceless, when the inhabitants ^^-^L.

offered to capitulate, answered, that from their situation m5

they could not, as enemies, have any title to expect a capi

tulation ; that, however, the Americans had not come to

Canada as enemies, but as friends ; on that ground, he

pledged himself to protect them in the enjoyment of their

rights, conformably to the British constitution before its

violation by the Canada act, and promised to burden them

as little as possible. Montgomery's moderate proceedings

increased his popularity among the Canadians. Having

taken possession of Montreal, he made dispositions for ad

vancing to besiege the capital of Canada, and there were

several circumstances favourable to his hopes of success.

The works of the- town had been greatly neglected from

the time of the peace ; as, by the cessions of France, no

enemy was conceived to be in the vicinity. The .garrison

did not consist of above eleven hundred men, of which very

few were regulars ; and the greater number of the inhabi

tants were ill affected to the framers of their new constitu

tion. General Carleton, though of high military reputa

tion, was by no means conciliating in his manners ; his

social attention was almost solely bestowed on the Cana

dian noblesse, without extending to the much more nume

rous and more truly important class of commoners, and

he was considered as the principal instigator of the minis

try to the measures which they had proposed for governing

that province.

While the British governor, with these disadvan- March of

tages, undertook to defend Quebec against Montgomery, atroMtke

an attempt was made from another quarter, to take that wnntry.j

city by surprise. Col. Arnold, having a command under

Washington before Boston, submitted to the general a,

plan of attacking Quebec by a route hitherto untried, and

deemed impracticable. The river Kennebec reaches from

the sea as far as the lake of St. Peter, at no great distance

from Quebec. The colonel proposed to proceed by sea

to the mouth of this river in New Hampshire, with one

thousand five hundred men ; to sail up the river, which is

navigable to near its source ; and penetrating through the

forests and hills which constitute the frontier of New
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CHAP, England and Canada, to come upon Quebec on a side on

xv which it could not possibly expect to be attacked. Wash-

1775 ington approving of the plan, Arnold speedily set sail with

his troops. Their difficulties in the river, which is full of

rocks and shoals, were extremely great, but their fortitude

and ' perseverance were still greater. In some places the

navigation was so hazardous, that they were obliged to

come on shore, and carry their boats and rafts on their

backs. Having by their intrepidity and perseverance,

notwithstanding these obstacles, arrived at the end of the

watercourse, they had still other difficulties to surmount

by land. The forests which they had to traverse, were

filled with swamps; the hills which they must cross,

were steep and rugged ; their provisions began to fail ;

which, together with the fatigue that they had endured,

produced distempers.' A third part of the detachment

deserted, with a colonel at its head ; but Arnold, neither

dispirited by this desertion, nor by the distempers under

which the remainder of the. troops laboured, left the sick

behind, marched on, and on the 9th of November, six

weeks after his departure from Boston, arrived on the

He anives banks of St. Lawrence opposite to Quebec, and there

Quebec6 pltc^e(l his camp on a spot called Point Levy. The Ca

nadians received the Americans here with the same good

will that Montgomery's corps had experienced in the

neighbourhood of Montreal; they supplied them liberally

with provisions and necessaries, and rendered them every

other assistance in their power. Arnold immediately

published an address to the people, signed by general

Washington, of the same nature with that which had been

before issued by Schuyler and Montgomery. Fortunately,

when Arnold arrived on the banks of the river, the boats

had been removed, so that he could not immediately cross;

and thus was he prevented from accomplishing his pur

pose of taking the place by surprise. Before he had time

to provide boats and rafts, the city was alarmed, and this

delay saved Quebec. Having no artillery, Arnold was

not prepared for a siege ; he, however, attacked one ot

the gates, and was repulsed with great slaughter. Seeing

t Stcuman's Histsry, vol. i, p. 138.
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the impracticability of taking the town without cannon, he CHAP,

crossed the river and occupied his former position, deter- ^ xv'

mined to remain there, where he could intercept supplies l77j

and communication, until Montgomery should arrive from

Montreal. Montgomery, after the capture of that place,

employed himself in constructing flat boats ; and the Bri

tish armament, consisting of eleven armed vessels, on

board of which (were general Prescot, and some other

officers of rank, together with a large quantity of military

stores, was obliged to surrender to his victorious arms.

The American general having on the 5th of December I lis June.

joined Arnold, appeared before Quebec, and immediately Montgo*

sent a summons to Carleton to surrender. The British mery.

general treated this demand with contempt, and refused to

hold any correspondence with a rebel. The American Siege of

commanders, who were still very slenderly provided with QuebeS.

artillery, rested their chief hopes of intimidating the gar

rison by the appearance of their united forces, and on the

cooperation of the disaffected inhabitants. In both these

expectations, however, they found themselves disappointed :

the garrison resolved to defend itself to the last extremity ;

and the most powerful inhabitants having a large property

in the city, however ill affected towards Britain, seeing that

by the admission of the colonists their effects would be in

danger, and that therefore it was their interest to defend

the city, were no less anxious than the most loyal friends

of government to prevent it from being taken, and to stim

ulate the efforts of the rest of the citizens, with whom,

from their situation, their influence was great. Between Efforts {qt

the British troops and the inhabitants of Quebec, ill dis- lls defeuee.

posed as they reciprocally were, and different as were their

motives, there prevailed as perfect and effective an unan

imity of counsels and exertions, as if they had been actu

ated by the same spirit. The American commander un

prepared for a regular siege, at a season of the year so

inimical to encampments in those cold and tempestuous

regions, had no alternative, but either to desist from the

attempt, or to take the city by storm. To tarnish by retreat

the brilliancy of the first campaign, hitherto so auspicious,

military glory forbade ; policy dictated, that nothing should

be left undone to maintain the public ardour, at present
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to leave the general, if he did not try to accomplish

1775 the chief object of the expedition. All these reasons

atemptto determined Montgomery to make the attack, though he

rm i . fully aware of the difficulties. The measure was nodoubt adventurous ; but it was probably one of those haz

ards which must be incurred, in situations in which defeat,

after an arduous struggle, is immediately less dishonour

able, and ultimately less prejudicial, than the abandonment

of an object without contest. Whatever may be thought

of the general's determination to attempt a storm, there

was but one opinion concerning the dispositions which he

made for attack ; these were by all military judges allowed

to be skilful and masterly. The plan was, to make four

assaults : two false, by Cape Diamond and John's Gate ;

fcnd two real, under Cape Diamond, by Drummond's wharf

and the Potash. These operations were to be begun on

the 31st of December, at break of day; but by some mis

take, an alarm was given before the real attacks commenced,

so that the false assaults did not produce the intended di

version. Montgomery headed one of the real attacks and,

Arnold the other. Montgomery, with nine hundred men,

had to pass through a narrow defile between two fires : he

led his men, however, with the greatest coolness and intre

pidity; he passed the first barrier, attended by a few of his

bravest officers and men, and marched boldly at the head

of the detachment to attack the second : this barricado was

much stronger than the first ; several cannon were there

planted, loaded with grape shot, accompanied with a well

jOI){so- supported discharge of musketry. From one of these,

™y.y is an end was put to the hopes of America in the gallant

Montgomery. The general was among the first that fell,

and with him his aid-de-camp and several other gallant offi

cers. The. Americans, deprived of their gallant leader,

made a short pause, but did not retreat. They continued

the attack for a considerable time with courage and firm

ness ; but finding their efforts ineffectual, they retired.

Arnold, in his part of the attack, was at first successful ; he

took possession of the lower town, but being wounded,

was obliged to retire from battle. The next in command

' supplied his place with intrepidity and skill ; but the: gar-
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rison, being now freed from the other part of the assailants, CHAP,

turned their whole force against Arnold's troops, and, after ^J^^

an obstinate resistance, drove them away from the town }77s

with great loss.

The death of Montgomery was more regretted by the The siege

Americans, than the repulse from Quebec : during his l8 rhised,

command, he had displayed such skill and abilities, as

proved him to be fit for any military service in which he

might be employed. Great in his designs, fertile in

resources, skilful in plans, cool and intrepid in action, he

commanded the admiration both of those for whom and

against whom he fought : an engaging disposition, benevo

lent affection, and agreeable conversation, rendered him at

once beloved and esteemed by all those with whom he con

versed ; and even those who considered him as the cham

pion of rebellion, bore testimony of his virtues. Colo

nel Arnold, being thus disappointed in his endeavours

against Quebec, resolved nevertheless to continue in the

province, and encamped on the heights of Abraham,

where he fortified himself, and put his troops in such a

situation as to be still formidable. Thus closed the cam

paign in the northern part of British America, in which

the colonists, though they did not obtain the whole of

their object, yet made great progress ; and what was of

still greater consequence, displayed such courage, enter

prise, and skill, as demonstrated that ministers, in conclu

ding that the provincials would be easily and speedily

coerced, had formed their judgment on very erroneous

grounds.

In the southern colonies, though regular hostilities did Proceed-

not begin this year, yet there was the strongest evidence south*

that they were fast approaching. In Virginia, a long

course of jealousy, distrust, suspicion, and contention,

between the governor and the governed, terminated in

open violence. The Virginians, who, before the act of

1774, the votaries of monarchical principles, had been

loyal, and much attached to lord Dunmore their governor,

were now become as forward as their neighbours in acts of

combined resistance. There were, however, many loyalists "ford

in the province; and it might have been easier, through i„ Virginia,

their means, by soothing the disaffected, to detach Vir-
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ginia from the provincial concert, than most of the other

colonies. Their governor, however, though a valiant sol

dier, did not possess all the qualities requisite in such

delicate circumstances. He was violent, unaccommoda..

ting, and precipitate ; he had by no means that dexterity

of address, which, by placing opposite parties against each

other, could mould both to his own purposes. Bold and

active in exertion, he was impolitically open in the means

which he employed: by abstaining from extremities, he

might have amused the votaries of resistance, until he had

established concert among the numerous loyalists. He

certainly took the most direct, but not the easiest and

safest road, and did not arrive at the destined end. Lord

Dunmore, at the beginning of the disturbances, had trans

mitted to the British government aii account of the condi

tion of this province. This statement represented the

planters as incumbered with debts, for the extrication

from which, they were desirous of rebellion. Thi3

account, having by some means become known, added

particular resentment against the governor, to the general

causes which induced the people to oppose the govern

ment. Public meetings and military associations were

universally encouraged, and the first were very prevalent.

His lordship now received the conciliatory propositions

from England, which he laid before the council of Vir

ginia : that body acceded to those offers ; but the assem

bly unanimously refused their concurrence, and increased

the military establishment. The governor removed from

the public magazine at Williamsburgh, a large quantity of

gunpowder; and an armed force, commanded by Mr.

Henry, a popular leader, attempted to compel a restitution

pf the powder to its former place : but they were quieted

for a time by the agreement of the receiver general to be

responsible for the repayment. Meanwhile intelligence

was conveyed to the governor, that some of the enraged

planters had formed a design on his life ; and, on receiv

ing this information, Dunmore retired with his family on

board one of his majesty's ships. Application was made

by the assembly for his return, to give his assent to seve*ral bills, to replace the gunpowder which he had removed

from the magazine, and deposit an additional quantity of
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military stores for the use of the colony. He answered, CHAP,

that he could not return, unless they dissolved all illegal NN

meetings, refrained from illegal acts, and accepted the ms

terms proposed by parliament. The assembly, receiving

this determination, entered the following resolution on

their journals : that their rights and privileges had been

invaded ; that the constitution of the colony was endan-gered ; and that preparations ought to be made accordingly.

The assembly having broken up, and the members retired

to their country seats, the governor ventured to come on

shore, to a farm belonging to him on the river near Wil-

liamsburgh, where he received intelligence that a party of

riflemen were on their march to seize his person ; he

therefore immediately retreated to boats that waited for him

by the bank. The provincial party fired several shot, but

at too great a distance to do any material injury. Lord

Dunmore, concluding that moderate measures would not

answer the purposes of government, resolved to employ

very different counsels. The convention of the colony

having met, took into consideration the arms, discipline,

and pay of the soldiers, and adopted various resolutions,

on the model that had been framed by Massachusetts Bay

and the congress. Finding his province in what he

thought a state of rebellion, his lordship determined to

act with more rigourous severity : he issued a procla

mation, declaring martial law to be in force throughout

the colony : and erected the royal standard, to which he

commanded his majesty's subjects to repair. More zeal- Scheme if
. ... . J J r ... lord Dun-

ous m his intention to promote the interests ot his country, m°re to

than discriminating and moderate in his policy, he project- g^'staves

ed a scheme of very questionable wisdom ;—to allure, by ,gaintt

the offer of freedom, negro slaves, of whom there were ters.

great numbers in the southern colonies, to embrace the

royal cause, by rising against their masters. Even well

wishers to British government censured this proposition,

as tending to loosen the bands of society, to destroy

domestic security, and instigate savages to the most atro

cious barbarities. By putting arms into such hands, the

friends as well as the enemies of government would suf

fer ; the negroes neither would nor could distinguish be

tween the well or ill affected, and would involve all the

Vol. II. E
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XV' The Virginians, when this proclamation was issued, were

V^^>""/ driven to the most furious resentment, and thenceforward

set no bounds to their enmity. The project had the same

fate with many of the compulsory schemes of government,

causing violent irritation, without affording adequate bene

fit. He had already secured the possession of all the

country situated between Norfolk and the sea ; when the

provincial meeting, in order to prevent the desertion of

the slaves, and to arrest the career of the British gover

nor, resolved to send against him a considerable force.

About the beginning of November, a detachment, consist

ing of one thousand loyalists, was despatched from the

western side of Virginia to Norfolk, in the neighbourhood

of which they arrived early in December. The river

Elizabeth divided them from the town ; they attempted

to pass it, but were repressed by a strong body of provin

cials, who were posted on the opposite side. More bold

than prudent, Dunmore attempted to dislodge them from

their intrenchments, but was repulsed : the English aban

doned their position, and their commander, with the loyal

ists, retired on board the ships.

Connelly's lN the back settlements, many of the Americans,

project. knowing little of the proceedings on the coasts, were

strongly attached to the British government. Mr. Con

nelly, a native of the interior part of Pennsylvania, propo

sed to lord Dunmore, to invade Virginia, and other

southern colonies, with parties of loyalists from the inland *country, that he might acquire the cooperation of the

Indians, and of the slaves stimulated against their mas

ters. His lordship approved of the design ; but Mr.

Connelly, having set out to carry it into execution, was

seized on his way ; and his papers being read, the whole

scheme was discovered and overthrown, and Mr. Connelly

sent prisoner to Philadelphia.

Th^C*nd, Martin and lord William Campbell, respective-

Iinas. lv governors of North and South Carolina, having adopted

similar plans of exciting the negroes to insurrection, and

calling down the back settlers, were obliged to leave their

governments, and retire on board ships of war.
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His majesty having, soon after the battle of Bunker's CHAP,

hill, published a proclamation for suppressing rebellion,

and prohibiting correspondence between his British sub- 1775

jects and American rebels, the congress, in a counter Farther

manifesto, denied the charges, and declared in the name uigsof the

of the people of the united colonies, that punishment conSrew-

inflicted by their enemies upon any person, for favouring,

aiding, or abetting the cause of American liberty, should

be retaliated in the same kind and degree on the favour

ers and supporters of ministerial oppression : thus con

gress, advancing progressively in assumption of authority,

now professed to treat the government of Great Britain on

a footing of equality. So far were the predictions of min

isters from being fulfilled, and their objects effected

throughout America, by the civil and military operations Result if

of one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 1775-
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Different departments of Messrs. Burke and Fox in op

position.—Petition from Nova Scotia.—Discussion ofthe

employment of Irish troops for the service of the king

in America.—Mr. Fox's proposed inquiry into the ill

success of his majesty's arms—rejected.—Lord North,

desirous of pleasing both parties, satisfies neither.—

Supposed not entirely to approve the coercive system.—

Subsidy to German princes.—Last effort of the duke of

Grafton for conciliation.—Ministers assure parliament

that another campaign will crush the revolt.—Supplies.—

Ways and means.—Scotch militia bill—rejected.—Session

closes.

IN Britain there was a great majority favourable

to the ministerial system, who deemed the Americans re

bels against lawful authority, traitors, and cowards ; and

that coercion, therefore, was both just and expedient :
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those who Vindicated their resistance were termed level- eHAP,

lers, Cromwelians, republicans, and enemies to their king XVI-and country." Many persons conceived, as formerly, that 1775

the chief object of government was to raise a revenue Majority

from America, which would reduce the land tax. In to the mi-

their estimate they overlooked the probable expense of

the contest, and the likelihood that, on a balance of ac

counts, there would be a great deductionfrom the revenue to

be thus acquired. The. loss of the American commerce

was not immediately felt to nearly the full extent ; consi

derable remittances had been received before the ports

were shut up, especially in corn, which, there being at

this season a scarcity in Britain, was a very valuable arti

cle. The peace between Russia and Turkey occasioned

an unusual demand for goods, so that in some quarters

trade was brisker than in former years. The diminution

of the American commerce had not yet generally produced

its effects, and great numbers of merchants were not hinder*ed from joining in commendation of the ministerial system.

Whatever might be the wisdom which lord North

exerted in administering the important concerns of the

kingdom, he employed great dexterity in managing parlia

ment. He was peculiarly skilful in addressing himself to

the opinions, prejudices, and passions of the country gen

tlemen. Their approbation of the plan for taxing Ame

rica had proceeded from self-interest overlooking the

means of its own promotion : they approved of coercing

the colonies, in order to acquire revenue ; and in their eager

ness for that object, forgot the probable cost : many other

men of property were amused with the same idea ; by

compelling the provincials to submit, the public burdens

would, they thought, be lightened, and war with America

diminish taxes. It was indeed a war not of the minister A great

only, nor even of the parliament, but of the nation. Ad- nai;°" con!

dresses poured in from all quarters, expressing abhorrence ^"^{J*'

qf. the impious and unnatural rebellion, and the obstinacy America

and wickedness of the colonists. If there were abhorrers, JJ^e'tho

however, there were petitioners also : certain merchants revenae.

felt the discontinuance of intercourse very severely, in

, • ii In the rawisterial newspapers anil pamphlets, passim.
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^^^^ payments ; and various addresses were presented to hi»

1775 majesty from commercial and manufacturing towns and

bodies : some of these were expressed in very strong terms,

but the remonstrance of the city of London far exceeded

Distinction others in severity. The discussion of the American con-

of whig ....... r i • j
and tory test revived the distinction or whigs and tones ; some,

revived, professing themselves of the former class, exclaimed

against the opposers of parliamentary authority, as a devia

tion from the doctrine and practice of whigs ; who, inimi

cal to the extension of kingly prerogative, were the suppor

ters of parliamentary privilege. Others replied, that the

essence of whig principles consisted in resisting arbitrary

measures, and in supporting the rights of the people,

whether they were attacked by one or many. If (said

they) parliaments destroy the liberty of subjects in Ame

rica, they can no longer be supported by whigs : by

seizing their property without their own consent, and de

priving them of trial by their peers, they take from the

colonists the most valuable blessings of liberty. Polemi

cal discussion as usual ran to extremes ; the reasoning of

the tories favoured despotic power ; the arguments of the

whigs verged to republicanism. On viewing the reason

ings for and against the right of taxation, as they are con

tained in the parliamentary debates and political treatises

of the times, a reader may perceive a very striking differ

ence. The supporters chiefly argued from alleged in

stances, the opponents from general principles. The

promoters pointed out certain cases in which British sub

jects were, taxed without their own consent ; whereas

their adversaries contended it was a fundamental rule of

the British constitution, that no supply should be granted,

but by the people or their delegates ; that the exceptions

confirmed the principle ; and that if certain individuals or

classes submitted to be under the exception, others were

under no obligation to follow their example. The Am»

ricans, said ministers and their advocates, are as much re

presented as the many inhabitants of Britain who have no

vote at the election of members of parliament. To this

argument two answers were returned j first, that every

Briton is virtually represented, since the laws that bind
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him, bind also the legislators : secondly, the premises CHAP,

were admitted, that representation is partial and imperfect

in Britain, but not the conclusion, that because within 1775

this realm many without being represented paid taxes,

therefore the Americans were bound to do the same. The

wisest and ablest of the anti-ministerialists dwelt less upon

the abstract question of taxation by themselves or their

representatives essential to constitute a free people : they

insisted chiefly on expediency : we had pained much, and The

might gam more, irom the increasing prosperity of the nents ar-

Americans, without taxation ; we were losing much, and from'righ.t

likely to lose a great deal more, bv the attempt to extort a tllan exP?-

^ • • l i" .-, dieucy. '
revenue ; it was our interest to return to the policy which

produced gain, and abandon the counsel which pro

duced loss. Whatever were the arguments against Not a war

coercive measures, the balance of numbers was greatlv on °fmini-

. ... stei-s, of

the side of ministry ; and as far as a government is justified parliament

in its measures by a conformity to the inclinations of the ofth-c peV

majority of the governed, so far were ministry justified in P1*5-

their coercive system/, the people might have been misin-.

formed and deluded ; acts might have been used by mi

nisterial agents to misrepresent the enemy, and the pur

poses of hostility ; but, if afterwards, taught by experience,

the people should change their opinion, and censure those

who allured then> to the war, ministers could fairly

answer, " It is your act : why do you blame us for going

" on with what your addresses and encouragement in-

" duced us to begin ?"

While the nation was generally favourable to ministerial

measures, and inimical to the Americans, an incident hap

pened, which concerned a personage dear to every worthy

Briton of all parties, and alarmed both the supporters and

opponents of government. There was in London a banker Appre-

of the name of Sayre, an American by birth, and commer- sayre for

cially connected with the colonies. A gazette announced, jjjsh tTei-

that this gentleman was committed to the Tower for high

treason ; and the grounds being unknown, the notification

produced a great number of reports, which was eagerly

swallowed and spread by public credulity. It was said,

that Mr. Sayre had formed a design of seizing the king

at noon day on his way to the house, removing him out

t ; /

/

Ji- f- its.
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of the kingdom, taking possession of the Tower of London,

and overturning the present government. To effect these

purposes, he had bribed two of the soldiers of the guards,

who each engaged to gain a file of privates. This party

was to carry their schemes into effect, in the face of all the

other soldiers who had not been bribed. The evidence

for the charge was Mr. Richardson, adjutant in the

guards, who declared on oath that Mr. Sayre had signified

to him such intentions. Mr. Sayre admitted that he had

conversed with this man very freely concerning the destruc

tive contest between Great Britain and America, and affirm

ed that there was not spirit in the country to effect a

change of men and measures, but denied that he ever had

thought of such a plan, or expressed himself to the purport

averred by Mr. Richardson ; that if there had been any

such plot, the informer should have waited until it was

farther advanced ; since, if real, he must have been fur

nished with many corroborating circumstances. It was

answered on the part of lord Rochford, who had commit

ted him, that the folly of an imputed design, or of the

conduct of its discoverer, is not sufficient to disprove posi

tive evidence ; and that whatever degree of credit he

gave it in his private opinion, in an official capacity he wa*

obliged to proceed upon the odth of a man whose charac

ter had not been impeached. Mr. Sayre was closelv con

fined for five days ; but being brought before lord Mans

field at the end of that time, the chief justice saw the incon

sistency of the charge, and admitted him to bail, on very

slight security to a man of fortune charged with a capital

offence; the accused was bound for 500l. and two sure

ties for 250l. each. No prosecution was attempted ; the

bail was discharged. Mr. Sayre sued lord Rochford for

illegal imprisonment, and recovered a thousand pounds.

Of} the 25th of October parliament met for the despatch

of business. His majesty's speech, which was of consi

derable length, turned chiefly upon American affairs.

He had called the houses together to deliberate concerning

the colonists. Those who had endeavoured to inflame

the Americans by misrepresentation, and by diffusing sen

timents re pugnant to their constitutional dependence, had

at length .succeeded in exciting them to revolt and hostii-

«



REIGN OP GESRGE IU.
33

lity, which manifested themselves not only in preparations CHAP,

for war, but in actual rebellion. The authors of this des- XVL

perate conspiracy had totally different intentions from the 1775

crown and parliament, from which they had hitherto deri

ved signal advantage. The former designed to amuse

this country with general professions of loyalty and

attachment, while they had really nothing in view but the

establishment of an independent empire. We proposed

rather to undeceive, than to punish ; therefore only small

forces were sent, and propositions of a conciliatory nature

accompanied the measures that were employed to enforce

authority. The rebellious war was now become general ; the

object was too important, the spirit of the British nation

too high, and the resources with which God had blessed

her too numerous, to give up so many colonies, which she

had planted with industry, nursed with tenderness, encour

aged by many commercial advantages, and protected and

defended at much expense of blood and treasure. Wis

dom, and ultimately mercy, directed us to employ these

resources, for vindicating our rights and honour. He had

greatly augmented the army, and increased the navy; he

had also assurance of succour from some foreign powers,

and of general tranquillity from all. His majesty concluded

his speech with declaring that he should appoint commis

sioners to grant pardons to such individuals or colonies as

would return to their allegiance.

An address was moved, conformable to the speech, in The ad-

both houses. Ministers insisted, that the proposed sys- debate"/-

tem and measures only could be embraced with safety and on

honour to the British nation. If America should become

independent, she would interfere with us in every quarter

of the globe in our trade," and in every other interest.

The preservation of the blessings which were now enjoyed

required us to keep America dependent on the mother

country. The reduction of America might be difficult,

x Dr. Adam Smith was at this time of so very different an opinion, that he

thought England would gain much more by rePealing tiie navigation act, which

established the commercial dependence of America, than by retaining that

monopoly. The event has justified the reasonings of that great philosopher :

now that our monopoly is over, and that in the American market our sole trust

is in the superiority of our commodities, our trade bears a greater proportion te

the population and riches of America, than that which we enjoyed when she

uos fettered bv the navigation act.

Vol. II. F
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but our resources were great ; we had conquered in many

more arduous wars : the spirit of the British nation when

roused, became proportionate to the difficulties and danger :

shall we then be told (said the minister) that this people

of yesterday, whose strength is the work of our own

hands, can resist the powerful efforts of this nation. Co

ercion being, in the declared opinion of ministers, abso

lutely necessary to our glory and interest, our efforts,

according to their predictions, were to be irresistible.^ In

the commons, an amendment was proposed, expressing

concern that the means used to allay and suppress the dis-

erders in the colonies, had tended to increase, instead of

diminishing, the disturbances ; thence it was inferred, that

they were ill adapted to their end. Erroneous counsels

and inefficacious conduct, manifested in the event, had

resulted from the want of full and perfect information of

the true state and condition of the colonies. Parliament

ought to obtain the most thorough knowledge of facts, and,

after considering these, to employ the maturest delibera

tion that they might discover effectual means for restoring

order and tranquillity to the British empire. By an induc

tion of facts, they established their positions, that minis

ters had either been wrongly informed themselves, or

made false reports to parliament. Thus they were either

Weak in adopting momentous measures on inadequate in

formation, or wicked in concealing that which they pos

sessed. Mr. Fox contended, that affairs were not in the

condition ministers represented, and that justified the pre

dictions of opposition. With his usual power of simplifi

cation, he brought the question to three heads. First,

What ought to have been done : on which proposition, he

compressed the principal arguments that had been used by

the opponents of government from the commencement of

the contest. Secondly, What ministers said would be

done : under which division, he refreshed their memories

with an account of their high-toned professions and vari

ous promises during the same period. Under the third head,

what was done : he exhibited a very clear and concise

history of ministerial measures, and the actual operations

in the transactions of the last two years. The erroneous

Information on which ministers, in spite of experience, had
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relied and acted, were the false, partial, and illiberal CHAP,

representations of artful, designing, and interested men,

who had held public offices in America. These had pro- 1775.

posed to increase their own influence,^emoluments, and

authority, as well as to find the means of gratifying their

petty prejudices and resentments, by extending the power

of the crown to the injury of the people ; and became at

last so soured by opposition and the consequent disap

pointment of their schemes, that their sentiments were dic

tated only by malice and revenge. This uniform confi

dence in the testimony which they had so strong reasons

to distrust, was totally inconsistent with just reasoning and

policy. The assertion in the speech, that the colonies had

aimed at independence, was strongly controverted from the

whole and every part of their conduct. It has ever been

our inclination to maintain that state of harmony with the

parent country, which has continued from our first estab

lishment to the present time. It is our interest to be

subject to the British empire, as long as we are allowed

the privileges of other subjects. Taxation without our

own consent is a violation of these ; therefore we will not

be taxed without our own consent. The Americans had

not aimed at independence ; they had, after long depreca

ting, at last resisted unconstitutional usurpation. Oppo

sition, aware of the motives by which many of the country

gentlemen were induced to support the measures of gov

ernment, exhorted them to consider the consequences

before they supported it farther. They expected that

their contributions were to be reduced by war with Ame

rica, without adverting to the enormous expenses which

ministerial plans would cause during the very first cam

paign. Had ministers laid before the house sufficient

information to justify such measures ? Had they not been

themselves groping, and leading others in the dark ? Were

they always to run blindfolded into every destructive

measure that was proposed ? Would they, without exami

nation and inquiry, still follow counsellors by whom they

had been already so completely misled and deceived ?

Had they considered the difficulties attending the support

of an army of 70,000 men on the other side of the Atlan

tic ? Had they calculated how many thousand tons of ship-

•
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CHAP, ping would be necessary for their conveyance, and for

their support ; or the expense of supplying these with

1775 fresh provisions from Smithfield market, and with vege

tables and all o^her necessaries from London and its

neighbourhood ? The land tax must this session be

raised to four shillings in the pound, and the most

sanguine imagination could not fancy that it would ever

again be lowered. Even if we should succeed, would

burnt towns, depopulated provinces, reduced agriculture,

and destroyed trade, enable the colonies to indemnify our

expenses ? Were these the resources that were to pay our

costs ; and much more, to diminish the burdens of Bri

tain ? Was it not madness to fight for gain of one fund

even if attainable, when it could not be compassed without

a much greater loss ; when we could acquire gain of ano

ther, without any contest or expense ?y Such were the

strong and poignant arguments by which provident sena

tors demonstrated, that war with America would not

diminish taxes, and that its promoters, as a financial spe

culation, would find Britain a woful loser, on the balance

of accounts. But was success certain ? The Americans

themselves had shown valour, skill, and unanimity, which

rendered the event of the contest at least doubtful, even

through the efforts of the colonies alone. Would France

and Spain long continue idle spectators of the contest?

The ministers talked of pacific assurances, but was there

any confidence to be reposed in such professions. Politi

cal conduct is to be inferred, not from the minute reports

of diplomatic intrigue, but from great and comprehensive

surveys of history, situation, character, policy, and pas

sion.1 By considering France in her. relations of peace,

neutrality, alliance, and war with different powers of Eu

rope, it was evident that her ruling motive was ambition ;

her avidity was in proportion to the obstacles which she

found to her projects of aggression and usurpation : for

near a century this country had been indirectly her most

formidable opponent by land, and directly her conqueror

by sea : Britain was the seat of every confederacy that

repressed her ambition, and, in the preceding war, obtain-

x Set Parliamentary Debates on the Address, Oct. 25th, 1775.

i Sa speechei of Burke andl'ox.
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ed a superiority unprecedented in former contests. France, CHAP,

beholding England with envy, resentment, and terror,

rejoiced at an internal contest which would employ great 4775.

part of the British force, and enable her and her depen

dent, Spain, to attack their triumphant rival with consi

derable probability of success. She would wait until the

breach was irreparable ; but, as soon as she saw the com

plete separation effected, to which the counsels of the

British government was driving the colonies, she would

throw off the mask. The Spanish king, particularly ill

disposed towards Britain, indignant at the humiliation of

his kingdom by her power, and envious of her prosperity,

would sacrifice the peculiar interest of his dominions to

his connexion with France, and his own personal animo

sity to England. Britain would have to contend with her

colonies, who were forced to revolt, and the combined

power of the house of Bourbon.

Thus while a numerous body of senators supported

the measures of administration for subjugating the colo

nies, and expressed their thorough conviction of the wis

dom and efficacy of the ministerial plans and measures,

a smaller number endeavoured to prove that both counsels

and conduct were unwise, and would be ineffectual and

ruinous. The historian who, from the monuments of facts

and consequences, would leave a lesson to posterity, must,

in recording great undertakings, examine and investigate,

not only the views and counsels of their proposers and sup

porters, but, when their justice or expediency is controvert

ed, he must canvass the grounds on which such opposition

rests. If measures, in themselves right and beneficial,

meet with powerful obstructions, the reader will be able

to see either wisdom and energy exerted in surmounting

the obstacles, or folly and timidity in yielding to the diffi

culties; but if the undertaking be wrong and pernicious,

though our opinion of its proposers and supporters be first

formed from the project itself, yet it must be materially

affected by the means which have been employed to unde

ceive them concerning its nature and tendenc)-. Whether

the ministerial design and measures for subjugating Ame

rica were wise or foolish, right or wrong, beneficial or in

jurious, the admonitions of the opposite party have a con-
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siderable share in determining their character. Lord

Chatham, Messrs. Burke and Fox, advised government

rather to conciliate, than compel the colonists : the admo

nition might be founded in misinformation, conjecture, and

ignorance of the American character and of human nature.

On this hypothesis, the more splendid the eloquence of

such opponents, the greater praise is due to lords North,

Sandwich, and Germaine, for totally disregarding their

counsels. On the other hand, if the exhortations were

founded in knowledge, experience, wisdom, or even com

mon prudence, the strong and frequent repetition would

enhance the blame of those to whom they were ad

dressed in vain. I have therefore thought it necessary to

exhibit this part of parliamentary history more fully than

most other periods : the circumstances called for very great

deliberative wisdom and executorial ability.

Descending from the general survey of political prin

ciples, plans, and situations, which usually occupies the

first meeting of a parliamentary session, to a more minute

and detailed consideration of particular questions, opposi

tion severely censured a measure alluded to in his majes

ty's speech, the introduction of Hanoverian troops into

the garrisons of Minorca and Gibraltar ; and motions were

made in both houses, declaring that the scheme was total

ly inconsistent with the British constitution, and the bill

of rights ; that there was no standing army in Britain, but

an annual force, subject to the mutiny act, . which operated

only for a year, and specified the number to be employed.

Ministers asserted, that the bill of rights extended its pro

hibitions only to troops within the kingdom, and there

fore did not apply to the present case ; that the bill of

rights made no difference between English and foreign

troops, in its regulations for the direction of military force ;

and that the measure was justified on the grounds of ex

pediency from the rebellious state pf America. Many ar

guments were used, and precedents quoted in both houses ;

but the question was dismissed by the usual majority in

favour of ministry.

In reviewing the events of the late campaign, some of

the supporters of. the ministers declared themselves dissa

tisfied with the operations and result, and lord North ac
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knowledged he had been disappointed in his expectations. CHAP,

He had formed his plans the last year, in the belief that ^^^^

the resistance would only be partial, and without appre- 1775

hending a general concert of revolt. A great force, he

now saw, was necessary, and such he proposed should be

employed ; and accordingly, very early in the season, he

introduced the army estimates for the ensuing year. When

these were laid before the house, opposition contended,

that before they could judge of the expediency of the pro

posed establishment, they should receive accounts con

cerning the number and state of the troops now in Ame

rica, and made a motion to that effect. To this proposi

tion ministers objected, as unprecedented and inexpedient;

it would expose the condition of our army, when the

enemy might turn the knowledge of it to their own ad

vantage and our detriment ; therefore the motion was

negatived, and the house proceeded to consider the esti

mates. Thirty-eight thousand men were proposed for the

sea service, and fifty-five thousand for the land, twenty-

five thousand ofwhom were to be employed in America. Mi

litary gentlemen of opposition3 insisted, that the supply was meters

inadequate ; and that if they must go to war, they ought to Jf°^pJJ°sl"

send a much more powerful force. Ministers insisted, that dare the

the destined army, supported by such a fleet as they were adequate,

sending, would be sufficient for the purpose. In conse

quence of a passage in the king's speech concerning the

internal defence of the country, a bill was brought into the

house, by which his majesty was to have the power of call

ing out the militia, in case of a rebellion in any part of

the empire. The bill was opposed, as changing the idea of

a constitutional militia, making it dependent on the crown,

and converting it into a regular army. It was represent- Militia bill,

ed to be part of the general system for rendering the

crown totally independent of the people. Ministers ar

gued, that the regular forces being sent abroad on neces

sary service, the employment of the militia was the only

means of defending the country, without having resource

to foreign troops. The king could not more unequivocal

ly display the confidence he had in the zeal, affection, and

a General Conway, and colonel Barre.
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CHAP, loyalty of his people, than by trusting the guardianship of

Xvi- his crown and person, and government, to the militia of

l775 England. By contending that such a power might be

abused, the gentlemen of opposition had only stated a

possibility, to which every power was liable. Should the

servants of the crown misemploy the force so intrusted

to his majesty, there were remedies for that as for every

other malversation. The law which merely empowered

the king in times of emergency, to call on those to defend

the kingdom who are most interested in its welfare, was

in itself reasonable and equitable as well as prudent, and it

imposed the duty on those who had the strongest motives

to discharge it effectually.

Among the opposers of the ministerial system this

year was the duke of Grafton, who, since his resignation

of the office of prime minister, had been lord privy seal.

He had, he said, supported the measures of 1774, from

misapprehension of the real state of America; he had been

led to believe, by false information and erroneous opinions,

that the appearance of coercive measures was all that was

requisite to establish a reconciliation. To real compul-.

sion he had always been inimical, and now that he found

it was intended by government, he could no longer sup

port the measures ; he was convinced that nothing less

than a total repeal of the laws passed since 1763, would

restore peace and happiness, and prevent the most des

tructive consequences. Resigning his office, he was suc

ceeded by lord Dartmouth, who quitted the American se

cretaryship, and received the privy seal. The American

department was now intrusted to lord George Germaine.b

This nobleman, after his retirement from military life, had

-% , devoted himself to political affairs ; he was an acute rea-

soner, and a respectable speaker, distinguished for close

ness of argument, precision, and neatness of language.

He had been principally connected with Mr. Grenville,

supported him when he was minister, and followed him

into opposition. He had vindicated the supremacy of

parliament, voted for the stamp act, and against its re-

h Formerly Sackville ; he chsrfged his name for an estate that was her

queathed to him;
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peal ; and had shown himself extremely inimical to the CHAP,
Grafton administration. From that circumstance, together Nn

with his reputed abilities, he was by many deemed the au- 1J75

of Junius. For several years after Mr. Grenville's

he had continued in opposition ; but in 1773, he

ministry in the East India affairs, and took a deci-

part in the coercive measuresof 1774 and 1775. Lord

Rochford resigning about the same time, was succeeded

by lord Weymouth in the southern department.

.w.. . A. little before the meeting of parliament, the cele

brated Mr. Penn presented to his majesty the petition of {f*™^

congress, and was told that no answer would be given. Penn re-

This affair was repeatedly mentioned in both houses, as tnedispori.

affording a ground for conciliation, if properly regarded, {j^*"?^

and of reproach against ministers for their total neglect of Americans;

such advances. A copy of the petition having been laid

before the house, the duke of Richmond, on the 7th of

November, moved that Mr. Penn, whom he saw below

the bar, should be examined, in order, he said, that the

authenticity of the petition might be established before

they proceeded to consider its contents. The ministerial

lords were aware, that his grace's object extended far be

yond the authenticity of the petition, and that he wished to

lay before the house the knowledge which Mr. Penn was

so fully qualified to give. It was carried that day, that he

should not be examined ; but his grace having, on the 10th,

pressed it in a different form, the lords in administration

consented, on condition that only specified questions

should be asked. The substance of this famous evidence

was, that the witness did not believe the congress had

formed any designs of independence ; the members com

posing that body had been fairly elected ; were men of

character, capable of conveying the sense of America ; and

had actually conveyed the sense of their constituents : the

different provinces therefore would be governed by their

decisions in all events. The war was begun, and carried

on by the colonies, merely in defence of what they thought

their liberties : the spirit of resistance was general, and

they believed themselves able to defend their freedom

against the arms of Britain. Inquiries of a more particu

lar nature respecting Pennsylvania, produced answers

Vol. II. G
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CHAP, which explained the force of that province to be about

sixty thousand men able to carry arms, of whom twenty

!775. thousand served as volunteers, and that these consisted of

men of property and character : they were furnished with

the means of casting cannon in great abundance, and had

a plentiful supply of small arms. The colonies were dis

satisfied with the reception of their former petitions ; they

trusted greatly to the petition which he carried, and which

they styled the. olive branch : in bearing this applica

tion, he was considered as the messenger of peace. Were

it not to succeed, they would become desperate, and pro

bably form connexions with foreign powers which might

not easily be dissolved. The Americans wished for re

conciliation with this country, and would acknowledge the

supremacy of Britain in every thing except in exacting.

taxes. Mr. Penn was asked, whether the secretary of

state had made any inquiries concerning America ? He

answered, that none had been made.'

Mr. Penn having withdrawn, a motion was made by •the duke of Richmond, that the petition from the conti

nental congress to the king, was a ground for a conciliation

of the unhappy differences at present subsisting between

Great Britain and America. Besides repeating the argu

ments which had been so often discussed, he argued, that

here was a declaration which demonstrated that the Ame

ricans wished for reconcilement, and desired no concession

from us derogatory to the honour of the mother country.

On the side of ministry it was contended, that to treat

with the congress would be to acknowledge the legality of

the assembly and its proceedings ; that the petition was

an insidious and traiterous attempt to impose upon the

king and parliament ; and that, while the authors held out

smooth language and false professions, they were at the

very instant, in their appeals to the people of Great Bri

tain and Ireland, abusing the parliament, denying its au

thority, and endeavouring to involve the whole empire in

rebellion and bloodshed, by inducing their fellow-subjects

in these kingdoms to make one common cause with them,

c Neglect or rejection of all information which did not favour their own

views, was one of the chief and most uniform characteristics of lord North's

Administration.
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the house was chargeable with partiality and preju

dice, and deserved no regard. After a violent debate, the 1775.

duke of Richmond's motion was negatived by a majority JJ",e^"

of eighty-six to thirty-three. On the thirteenth of No- disregard-

vember the house of commons having resolved itself into majority in

a committee of supply, the minister expatiated on the ne- J^i*"

cessity of reducing the colonies, and expressed a fear that

he must apply for the assistance of the landed proprietors,

in an additional shilling to the land tax. Opposition ob

served, that this was a foretaste to the country gentlemen

of the advantages which they would realise from the

scheme of taxing America. Lord North now advanced

a position, that taxation was only a secondary object, and

that the supremacy of Britain was the principle ground of

war ; on which remark some of his usual supporters began

to express dissatisfaction. The dexterous versatility of

the minister explained his meaning to be, that the idea of

taxation, and of levying a productive revenue from Ame

rica, was never abandoned, and that ministers merely intend

ed its suspension. The dispute at present was of a much

higher nature than it had been originally, and taxation was

but an inferior consideration, when the supremacy of the

legislative authority of this country was at stake. He

would have them therefore perfectly understand, that

whatever general terms the ministers might at any time

make use of, taxation neither is, nor ever was, out of

their view. As a further proof of his sincerity upon this

subject, he declared that there were no means by which the

legislative authority and commercial control of this coun

try over the colonies could be ensured, but by combining

them with taxation : the country gentlemen were convin

ced, and the motion was carried in the affirmative.

On the 16th of November, Mr. Burke introduced a Concilia-

new conciliatory bill, in which, instead of expediency, the tory taa~

ground or his arguments in the two preceding sessions, he Burk*.

founded his motion on the right of the subjects of this-' , ' -

realm to grant or withhold all taxes, as recognized by the

great financial statute passed in the reign of Edward the

first, statutum -de tallagio non conctdendo. On this sta

tute, he observed, vested the protection of property from



1

44 HISTORY OF THISChaP, arbitrary invasion, a security which constituted one of the

^ x ' most striking differences between Britain and absolute

J775 governments. He demonstrated, that, on account of

the immense distance, it was impracticable for the Ameri

can subjects of Britain to enjoy this privilege by represen

tation in parliament, and that therefore, to be on an equal

footing with other British subjects, they should be taxed

by their own assemblies. The necessity which occasioned

Edward's statute to be framed, was similar to the exigen

cy of the present times ; it originated in a dispute between

that monarch and his people, relative to taxation. The

latter was victorious, and obtained this important privilege,

that no taxes should be imposed on them without the con

sent of the parliament. The present bill was intended to

procure a similar advantage for the Americans ; on this

account, waiving the consideration of the question of right,

it renounced the exercise of taxation. Great Britain,

however, reserved to herself the power of levying com

mercial duties, which were to be applied to those purpo

ses that the general assembly of each province should deem

most salutary and beneficial. The mother country also

reserved to herself the power of assembling the colonies in

congress. The bill then proposed to repeal all the laws

of which the colonists complained, and to pass an Immedi

ate act of amnesty. The principal objections to the bill

were, that it conceded too much for Britain, and not near

enough to satisfy the Americans. It was also contended

that, as a plan of accommodation had been already chalked

out in the speech from the throne, it would be disrespectful

' to the king to adopt any other plan, until that had been tried.

The discussion of this bill brought forward the most dis

tinguished orators on both sides : when, on a division, ex

periencing the usual fate of anti-ministerial propositions,

it was negatived by a great majority.

Ba'*T. On the 20th of November, lord North introduced a

prohmitmg ..... ., . . . . ...

trade and bill for prohibiting all trade and intercourse with the tnir-

wifhXiie' teen colonies of America. It authorized the commanders

™». of his majesty's ships of war to make prizes of the ships

or goods belonging to the Americans, whether found on

the high seas or in harbour, and vested the property in the

captors. A clause was inserted, by which all Americans,
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who should be taken on board the vessels belonging to that chaP.

continent, were made liable to serve indiscriminately, with- ^J^l

oat distinction of persons, as common sailors on board our 1775-

ships of war, at the discretion of the commanding officer.

Such colonists were to -be entered upon the ship's books,

and considered as volunteers ; and being so entered, were

to be set on shore in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any

part of America not then in rebellion, and there to be libe

rated. As this prohibitory bill comprehended every spe

cies of the American commerce and employment upon the

sea along the coast of the confederated states, all the-

former acts which affected any particular post, or any

branch of commerce, were repealed, in which the Boston

port and the fishery bills were included. While all were

proscribed who refused unconditional submission, pardon

was held out to those who returned to the.ir duty, and

commissioners were appointed for inquiring into the me

rits of individuals or colonies who should accept of the

proffered mercy. Opposition displayed its formidable

talents in showing that the proposed law amounted to a

declaration of war, and drove the Americans to the alter

native of absolute subjugation, or independence ; that it

would give the finishing blow to the separation of Britain

from her- colonies, farther ruin our African trade and the

West Indies, and arrest remittances from the colonies for

the liquidation of their great debts due to British mer

chants. While thus producing so much mischief to our

plantations and mercantile interests, the Americans would

be supplied from other markets; Britain would lose a.

great source of wealth, with little annoyance to the colo

nies, and to the gain of foreign nations. It was a ridi

culous inconsistency to begin with declaring war and

confiscating the effects of the Americans, and conclude

with some fallacious provisions concerning peace. In

defence of the bill, it was said, that the Americans were

at war with us ; that while hostilities continued, every

means must be employed to distress our antagonists, as

much as if we were acting against external enemies.

Messrs. Wedderburne and Thurlow displayed great inge

nuity in supporting these positions, and endeavoured to

prove, that the inconveniences felt by the West Indian

 



CHAP, planters and British merchants were temporary, but that

Xv1, the permanent good would overbalance the evil. Petitions

177S against the bill were presented, and disregarded : it was

carried, however, through both houses by a great majority,

and passed into a law. While the act was pending, Mr.

Hartley proposed a conciliatory bill, similar in principle

and object to that of Mr. Burke, though somewhat differ

ent in detail ; but it met with the same fate.

Different The trancendent genius of Messrs. Burke and Fox,

m'^ Burke though exercised in every subject that came before parlia-

and Mr. ment, had two different fields on which they respectively

displayed their greatest excellence. The legislative plans

proposed by opposition, projects of conciliation, and other

schemes of deliberative policy, requiring the union of ac

curate and extensive detail, with confirmed habits of gene

ralization, were most frequently the productions of Mr.

Burke. Discussions of executorial plans, and concise in

quiries concerning specific measures, requiring also energy

of intellect, firmness and decision of temper, but without

demanding such a compass of general knowledge, or at

least equal habits of philosophic contemplation, came

chiefly from Mr. Fox. Mr. Burke, watching over legis

lation, might be called the lawgiver, and Mr. Fox, over

executive measures and conduct, the statesman of opposi

tion. On the 22d of November, Mr. Fox moved for an

account to be laid before the house of the expenses of the

army in America, from August 1773 to August 1775.

He said, that from these papers, he could demonstrate the

delusion of ministers, and the waste of the public money,

to have been astonishing. The expenses of the ordnance

in particular in the year 1775, had been greater than in any

of the duke of Marlborough's campaigns. Although every

branch of the military service had been amply provided

for by the minister's own acknowledgment, and according

to his own appropriation to the respective services, a debt

had been incurred in the single department of ordnance,

amounting to two hundred and forty thousand pounds.

When in a campaign of so little exertion the expenditure

had been so great, what was to be expected from the ope

rations of the ensuing year ? Ministers opposed this mo

tion, because, they said, several accounts were not received.
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Mr. Fox obviated their objection, by confining his requi- CHAP.

> to the papers which were in their possession ; but

1775.

Petition

from Nova

the ministerial party also controverted this proposition, and

from their unwillingness to submit the accounts to the

inspection of the house, Mr. Fox was afterwards doubly

vigilant in his inquiries concerning public expenditure.

, ,.v.& petition, before the recess, was presented*1 from

Nova Scotia to each house of parliament, in consequence Scotia

of lord North's conciliatory proposition ; which by its

promoters was intended as a model for the rest of the co

lonies. It proposed a revenue to be raised among them,

under the direction of parliament. This doctrine being

extremely agreeable to ministry, they gave the petition a

very favourable reception, though they knew the amount

of the revenue must be very inconsiderable. The propo

sed mode of taxation was, the payment of a certain propor

tionable sum on the importation of foreign commodities,

but that the rate of the duty should be first fixed by par

liament. To this plan it was objected, that the revenue

heretofore drawn from the provinces, every part of which,

except the tea duty, had been submitted to, and chiefly

paid, was more productive than the new duties proposed

in lieu of them would be, in case this regulation was gene

rally adopted : neither did it fappear likely, that the opu

lent colonies should follow the example of a district which

ever had been a considerable expense to government, and

continued to require a yearly grant from parliament for

its support. The minister at first supported the petition,

and a motion founded upon it passed the committee ; but

during the discussion, perceiving its inefficacy, he suffered

it to be rejected.

gh the public measures and declarations of min- Despon-

... , . dency of
i determination to persevere in coercion ministers

and confident assurance of success, yet it is now known"

that, at the very time of their menacing protestations, they threats.

d See parliamentary Journals, Dee. 1, 1775.

e From various sources, and especially from the writings of Gibbon, as

we may see by the following extract from a letter, written the 18th of January

1776, during the christmas recess. " I think our meeting will be hvely ; a spi

rited minority, and a desponding majority- The higher people are placed, the

more gloomy are their countenances, the more melancholy their language.

You mav call this cowardice ; but 1 fear it rises from their knowledge (a' (ate

knowledge) of the difficulty and magnitude of the business.



CHAP, were really oppressed with fear and despondency ; they ap-

xvl- pear, indeed, to have been waivering between the false shame

1776 that prevents the abandonment of projects which had beenprecipitately embraced, and sad forebodings of ultimatefailure.

The first business that engaged the house after the

recess, was a measure of the government of Ireland ;

the lord lieutenant had sent a written message to the house

of commons, requiring,, in the king's name, four thousand

additional troops from that kingdom for the American ser

vice, promising that their expense should not be defrayed

on the Irish establishment, and oifering to replace them by

continental auxiliaries without any expense. The com

mons of Ireland granted the native forces required ; but

after a violent debate, leaving the ministerial party in the

minority, they refused to admit foreign soldiers.

Discussion The message proposing the employment of troops from

pioyment and in Ireland without being paid by that country, obvi-

troopsVor ousbT meant that they were to be paid by Great Britain ;

the service and was not without reason considered as an engagement

in Ame-'"5 by the crown, to dispose of British public money without

rica- the consent or knowledge of the British house of commons.

On the 1 5th of February 1776, Mr. Thomas Townshend

moved, that the lord lieutenant's message was a breach of

the privilege of that hous%. The arguments by which he

supported his motion were, the principles and practice of

the British constitution concerning pecuniary grants, and

the designs which such attempts intimated ; he also men

tioned, though only incidentally, the absurd extravagance

of paying eight thousand men for the use of four thousand.

The ministerial speakers did not all take the same ground i

lord North declared, that though his majesty's servants in

Britain had a general- cooperation with his servants in Ire

land, the former did not consider themselves as responsi

ble for the conduct of the latter : he however justified the

message on the ground of expediency, without closely dis

cussing the right. Others supporting a higher tone of pre

rogative, insisted that the king had a right to introduce

foreign troops into any part of his dominions whenever

he deemed it expedient. Most members of opposition

were rot very strenuous in support of the motion, because
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47the scheme which it censured had not been put into execu- ' CHAP,

lion ; and it was rejected therefore by a majority greater --^^^

even than was usual. (776

Mr. Fox's proposed inquiry concerning the ordnance, Mr Fox's

. .. ,. . proposed

was only prelusive to a more comprehensive scrutiny. inquiry in-On the 2d of February he made a motion to inquire into ''L

the cause of the ill success of his majesty's arms in North hismajes-

America, as also into the causes of the defection of the y s aims"

Canadians. That he might give the greater effect to his

present proposition, he avoided every extraneous subject;

he would neither (he said) consider the right, the expe

diency, or the practicability of coercing America, but,

for the sake of argument, admitting them all, would sim

ply inquire whether the measures and proceedings of min

istry upon their own principles, had produced the desired

and predicted effect : without now discussing the end, he ,should merely examine the fitness of the means. Beginning

with the Boston port bill, as the commencement of deter

mined coercion, he pursued an historical detail of the

ministerial measures down to the present time. If, accord

ing to the hypothesis of ministers, coercion was practica

ble, either they had not planned efficient measures, and

afforded the proper force, or they had intrusted its direc

tion and conduct to incompetent officers : there had some

where been incapacity, neglect, or misconduct. Whether

the rapid extension of disaffection, the successes of the

Americans, and the inefficiency of our troops, was owing

to unfitness in one class of servants to deliberate and

to determine, in another to execute, or to both, parliament

ought to be informed. The country had given the minis

ter the means of effectual effort, and had a right to explore

the causes of the failure, and to know what ministers or •military officers deserved, or did not deserve, farther em

ployment. Ministers themselves, if conscious that no

blame was justly imputable to them, were interested in

promoting the desired scrutiny : they would rejoice at

such an opportunity of vindicating their conduct to the pub

lic, and of convincing the people that our present national

disgraces, misfortunes, and application of that support

which they had so liberally given, were not owing to min

isterial ignorance, incapacity, or want of integrity. He

Vol. II. H
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concluded with a position, that none wished to avoid in

quiry, but those who were either culpable themselves, or

wished to screen the culpability of others ; an observation,

doubtless, generally, but not universally, just. Mr. Fox

urged these arguments with a force which could not be

resisted by reasoning ; what they were unable to combat,

ministers endeavoured to elude. There appeared on the

question, as on others before mentioned, a want of coinci

dence in the arguments of ministry and their friends.

Lord North was less decisive in his opposition than many

of his supporters, and very evidently showed a disposi

tion to moderation, from which he was often recalled by

his more violent coadjutors ; he had rather betrayed than

discovered a disposition to conciliate, instead of coercing,

but had been prevented by the abettors of stronger mea

sures. In discussions with opposition, he showed a simi

lar disposition, rather to palliate than directly to contro

vert. From the great abilities of his lordship, it may be

fairly inferred, that his indecision arose in some degree

from doubts about the general wisdom of the plan which

he was pursuing. It was by no means probable, that a

man of lord North's talents, if thoroughly convinced that

what he proposed was unobjectionable, would discover

such hesitation. He admitted, that miscarriages had hap

pened, but it was impossible to foresee every event ; he

was ready to resign his office, whenever the house should

withdraw its confidence. Mr. Fox had charged adminis

tration with wickedness, ignorance and neglect ; the first,

he assured them, was wrong, and the two last remained to

be proved. This vague, temporizing, and decisive reply

to Mr. Fox's definite charges, if it did not prove, at least

afforded grounds for forming an opinion, that lord North

himself was not altogether satisfied with the part which

he was acting. Others of much less ability were by far

more decided in their opposition to an inquiry.

On the 29th of February, treaties between his majesty

and the duke of Brunswic, also the landgrave of Hesse

Cassel and the hereditary prince of Hesse Cassel, were

laid before parliament, By these agreements, four thou

sand three hundred Brunswic troops and twelve thousand

Hessians were taken into British service. To the duke
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of Brunswic an annual subsidy was to be paid, of CHAP,

fifteen thousand five hundred and nineteen pounds.

For the Hessians a double rate was to be paid, 1775,amounting to one hundred and fourteen thousand two

hundred and ninety-eight men. The levy money to

both princes was seven pounds four shillings and four-pence per head ; every man killed was to be charged at

the rate of the levy money. All were to receive the same

pay, ordinary and extraordinary, as British troops. The

minister contended, that the supply was necessary, and that

the terms were fair. Opposition reprobated the measure

of hiring foreign mercenaries against British subjects ; the

motion, however, was carried by a great majority in both

houses. The secretary at war having moved for a supply

of 845,OOOl. for the extraordinaries of the army, this vast

demand incurred in so short a time, and in so confined and

inefficacious a service, roused all the vigour of opposition.

Neither the campaign of 1704, which by discomfiting

France delivered Europe ; nor of 1 760, which subdued

North America; had cost near so much as 1775, which

produced nothing but disgrace. Ministers rested their

measures on the sanction of parliament ; the misfortunes of

the last campaign (they said) were owing to their belief

that the Americans were not in general so wicked as they

had actually proved, and from that conviction we had em

ployed too small an army ; but in the present campaign,

the force which should be sent would totally reduce the

colonies.

On the 14th of March, the last attempt was made to Last effort*

prevent war between the parent and the children. The ofi.raftoiv

duke of Grafton moved an address to his majesty, intreat- i^""0l"

ing, that to put an end to the effusion of blood, and to

evince to the world the wish of the sovereign and the par

liament to restore peace and tranquillity, he should issue a

proclamation, declaring, if the revolted colonies would

present to the commander in chief of his majesty's forces

in America, or to the commissioners sent out with pow

ers adequate to the purposes of making peace or war, a

petition setting forth their grievances, hosii'.ities should be

immediately suspended, and the petition referred to the

parliament, to be considered with the most - solemn and
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gQ,.: HISTORY, OF THECHAP, serious attention. The great object of this motion seems

XVI to have been, to remedy the defects of the late prohibitory-

act; which, according to opposition, held out a delusive

show of peace, without furnishing the means, or contain

ing the powers, by which it could be effected. Besides

the general arguments which this motion naturally suggest

ed, its mover adduced a declaration of lord George Ger-

maine in the other house, that nothing less than uncondi

tional submission from America would satisfy Britain. To

promote the address, his grace farther stated, that intelli

gence was received by himself that messengers had been

sent by France to general Washington and the congress,

and argued that this conciliatory proposition would prevent

the Americans from seeking the means of defence in for

eign assistance. Ministers contended, that conciliation

was almost impracticable, and that nothing could more

certainly prevent it than concession. An offer to admit

them to amity on any other terms than those already pro

posed, would be a degradation to the honour of the king,

the parliament, and the country. The Americans would

Ministers be reduced in one campaign to accept of the terms which

foment***" we were pleased to offer : France would not interfere in a

thatano- dispute- between us and our colonies. If she had any such

ther cam- . . . , ... -

paign will intention, it would be an additional argument for employ-

Amerieaiis 1ng our force to subjugate America, before she could be

joined by so powerful an auxiliary. We have (they said)

passed the Rubicon, and it is no longer time for us to be

proposing conciliation. This was the language not of

mere parrots of the political creeds that happened to be in .vogue for the day, but of many senators of considerable

--. ' talents and knowledge ; some highly distinguished for

ability, and one equal to most men that ever appeared in a

legislative assembly. A reader, who should know' the

origin, principles, and history of the American war, with

out having attended to parliamentary debate and speeches,

would learn with surprise, that a most strenuous abettor

of coercive measures, a determined enemy to every plan

of a conciliatory spirit, a supporter of unconditional sub

mission, and a, prophesier of speedy subjugation, was lord

Mansfield. Such powers of argument in cases of momen

tous importance, drawing conclusions from insufficient in-
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formation and erroneous principles; such profound wis- CHAP,

dom sanctioning the measures, decrees, and acts of misin-

formation, precipitancy, and violence ; afford a striking l776

instance of the weakness which, from the imperfection of

human nature, is often intermingled with the.most exalted

qualities ; it teaches the reasoner in drawing his inferen

ces, and the counsellor in forming his schemes, not to

place implicit reliance on either the authority or example

of even an illustrious sage.

A bill was this year proposed for establishing a mili- Scotch mi-
. . 0 . , , - r i , • . . litiabill.

tia in Scotland, which was eagerly patronized by mem

bers from that country, but strongly controverted by Eng

lish senators. In favour of the bill it was argued, that

the obvious utility of militia as a national defence, render

ed its establishment as proper in Scotland as in England ;

and that the attachment now evinced by Scotchmen to the

family on the throne, removed objections formerly weighty.

On the other side it was alleged, that there was neither '

necessity nor occasion for the proposed scheme. A mili

tia was local, and paid by the landholders for their protec

tion and defence ; the Scotch paid one-fortieth part only

©f the land tax, out of which the militia expenses were

paid : the population of Scotland was a fifth of that of

England ; it was therefore unreasonable in her to apply

for a militia, in the maintenance of which her expense

would be but one-eighth of her advantage in proportion to

England. The answer to this was obvious ; that though

the specific fund for defraying the militia expenses was

the land tax, the protection of that branch of revenue was

not its sole purpose, but the defence of every constituent

of private and public property and security. After a warm is reject^,

contest, the minister being left in a minority, the bill was

rejected.

In providing the ways and means for the current year,

a loan of two millions was found necessary. The funds

for paying the interest, being taxes on articles of luxury,

were favourable to the financial character of the minister.

After passing a vote of credit for another million, the

session closed on the 23d of May.
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Evacuation of Boston.—British troops sail to Halifax-

objects of campaign 1776, three : first, recovery of Ca

nada, and invasion of colonies by the lakes—secondly,

expedition to Carolina—thirdly, and chiefly, invasion of

New York.—Quebec relieved, and Canada recovered.—

British armament under sir Henry Clinton and sir Pe

ter Parker, arrives too late in North Carolina—proceed

to the south—siege of Charlestown—raised.—Internal

proceedings of the colonies—declaration of independence.

—Objects and reasons of the New Tork expedition"—Bri

tishforce arrives there—description of New York and its

dependencies—pacifeating overtures of the British com

manders—rejected.—Bnttle of Long Island.—Americans

defeated, but escape.—Capture of New York—town set

on fire by the Americans.—Battle of White Plains.—

Americans defeated in one part, but the main body escapes.

—Battle and capture of fort Washington.—General

Howe plans detached expeditions—invasion and reduc

tion of Rhode Island—rapid successes of lord Cormval-

lis in the Jerseys—consternation andfight of the Ame

ricans—expect general Howe at Philadelphia—lord

Cornwallis ordered into winter quarters—revival of

American spiritsfrom the cessation ofpursuit—animated

to most extraordinary exertions—their offensive opera

tions—surprise of the Hessians at Trenton, and its im

portant effects Operations on the lakes—Crown Point

taken, but evacuated.—General result of the campaign.

—Depredations of American privateers—encouraged by

France and Spain.

CHAP, THE principal scene of action in which Britain

yj^v*^ was now engaged' was American, colonies ; thither

1776 therefore, the history must call the attention of the reader.

Evacuation Boston, from the preceding summer, had continued in a

state of blockade. Gage was returned home, and th«
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command had devoh-ed on general Howe. The British CHAP,

admiral having been displeased with the conduct of Fal- ^J^ll^

mouth, a seaport town in the northern part of Massachu- 1776

setts Bay, cannonaded and destroyed the place ; and the

provincials being informed of this proceeding, issued out

letters of marque and reprisal, declaring, however, it was

their intention to confine their hostilities to the capture of

ships which should carry stores and provisions to the British

army at Boston. Several vessels laden with necessaries of

life were taken at the very entrance of the harbour ; the

capture of the coal ships was severely felt, both from the

coldness of the winter in that climate, and from that being

a harder season than usual. Many of the inhabitants,

who were known abettors of the American cause, were

still retained as hostages, and all the loyalists who could

escape took refuge in Boston ; thence there was not only a

want of fresh meat, but even of salt provisions. To sup

ply the deficiency of firing, they destroyed several houses,

and used the materials ; but still the scarcity increased.

Aware of the difficulties, Washington prosecuted the siege

with a double vigour, in order to take the place before

the arrival of reinforcements from Britain. On the 2d

of March, a battery was opened on the western side of

the town, whence it was dreadfully annoyed by a furious

discharge of cannon and bombs : and on the 5th, another ,

acted on the eastern shore. Nevertheless, the British . '

troops acquitted themselves with surprising fortitude, and

during fourteen days endured this bombardment with .

undaunted courage. The besieged had no alternative, but

either to dislodge the Americans, or to evacuate the town.

The general attempted to attack the enemy, but found

they were so strongly posted as to render the assault im

practicable. The British must have ascended a perpen

dicular eminence, on the top of which the Americans had

prepared hogsheads chained together in great numbers,

and filled with stones*, to roll down upon the king's troops

as they climbed up the hill. Finding that they could not British

force the works of the American general, and being in the twu'ufilx.

f " This species of preparation, (Mr. Stedman observes,) will exemplify

in a striking manner that fertility of expedients whieh strongly characterized

the Americans during the war."
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CHAP, greatest distress for want of provisions, general Howe and

Xvu
the British loyalists embarked for Halifax on the 17th of

1776. March, and arrived there in the end of the month. By

their departure, the Americans became masters of Boston

and a considerable quantity of artillery and stores, which

general Howe was obliged to leave behind. Some ships

were left in the bay, to protect the vessels which should

arrive from England ; but, as it afterwards appeared, they

wtre not sufficient to prevent the British transports from

falling into the hands of the enemy.

Objects of The objects proposed liy the Britith government in

l)aign. the present campaign were three—to relieve Quebec, re

cover Canada, and invade the colonies through the lakes

—to make an impression on the southern provinces, and

to undertake an expedition to New York. During these

transactions at Boston, col. Arnold continued the blockade

of Quebec, notwithstanding a very severe season, and un-

t der great difficulties ; reinforcements arrived very slowly

from the congress, and the Canadians were disheartened

and waivering ; the succours, however, at last came, and

Quebec being cut off from supplies by land, and the ice

in the river not admitting assistance from England, the

towns-men and garrison experienced many difficulties.

But as the season advanced lor the safe navigation of the

river, the Americans became more active, that they might

anticipate the arrival of the troops from England : they

renewed the siege, and erected batteries to burn the ship

ping. While the besieged were engaged in attending to

those operations, Arnold attempted to storm the town in

another quarter, and made his entrance into the suburbs,

but could not penetrate farther. Meanwhile the small

pox, so pestilential in that country where inoculation* was

not common, broke out in the American army, and frigh-

reiiered " tened many of the soldiers to desert. Although it was now

and Cana- the beginning of May, and the river was far from being

ert. clear of ice, an English squadron made its way up to Que

bec, and on finding succours arrived, the besiegers retired.

On the 9th of May, Carleton proceeded in pursuit of

Arnold, just as they had begun the retreat. Seeing the

troops, they left the artillery and military stores to the

British, and thus the siege of Quebec was raised, after
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continuing about five months. Understanding that a num- CHAP

ber of sick and wounded provincials were scattered about the

woods and villages, the governor issued a proclamation,

ordering the proper officers to find out these miserable

people, afford them relief and assistance at the public

expense, and assure them that, on their recovery, they

should have the liberty to return to their respective pro

vinces. In the end of May, several regiments arriving

from Ireland and England, together with a regiment from

general Howe, and the Brunswic troops, which, when ad

ded to those who were before in the province, amounted

to thirteen thousand men, Carleton prepared for offensive

operations. The general rendezvous was at the three

rivers, about half way between Montreal and Quebec.

A body of Americans having attacked the advanced divi

sion of the British troops, was repulsed with great loss.

General Burgoyne arrived with the reinforcements in Ca

nada, and was sent in pursuit of the provincials. Conscious

of their inability to maintain their conquest, the provincials

evacuated Montreal, fort St. John, crossed lake Champlain,

and stationed themselves at Crown Point, whither the

British commander did not follow them for the present.

While the campaign opened thus auspiciously for Britain

in the north, attempts were made to reestablish her autho

rity in the south. The governors of the several colonies

had represented, that in the middle and southern provinces

there was a considerable spirit of loyalty, but that the

well affected were afraid to discover their sentiments ; and .

that if a powerful force were sent from the mother coun-

trv to cooperate with them, they would immediately at

tach themselves to her cause. In consequence of this in

formation, an army was prepared, under the command of

sir Henry Clinton and sir Peter Parker, and ordered to .

sail to North Carolina, from the loyalists, of which the

most sanguine expectations were entertained.

Governor Martin of North Carolina, though oblig- State of a£

ed to take refuge in a ship, had been extremely active in Carolina*,

the service of Britain : he maintained a correspondence

with the settlers in the back country, especially with an

unruly class of men, known by the name of regulators, who

were inimical to orderly government, had fomerly been

Vol. II. I
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very troublesome to the British establishment, and trans

ferred to the provincials their hostility, since they had

acquired the ascendancy. In the same parts, there was

a totally different set of men, emigrants from the highlands

of Scotland, under the pressure of the most indigent cir

cumstances, who were distinguished for loyalty to their sov

ereign, and attachment to their native land, which poverty

and want had compelled them to abandon. Actuated by

such contrary motives to oppose the Americans, these two

classes of settlers cooperated and acquired a considerable

degree of force. Martin projected to unite with them all

the back settlers of the southern colonies, and that the whole

should act in conjunction with the king's troops, who were

expected early in the spring, and also bring forward the

Indians to assist the royal cause. By the desire of Martin,

Mr. Macdonald, a highland gentleman, of known courage,

enterprise, and ability, directed and headed the execution

of the scheme : the governor also issued a proclamation,

commanding all persons on their allegiance to repair to the

royal standard ; but it was necessary to embody the loy

alists, in order to keep them steady in their intentions ;

and this step ultimately disconcerted the undertaking.

Their hopes of success rested on the concealment of the

design, until his majesty's troops should arrive ; but the

formation of a corps however, soon reached and alarmed

the provincials. General Macdonald proposed to march

to Wilmington, and there occupy a secure post, until the

British landing should be able to afford them assistance.

Informed of these proceedings, Mr. Moore, a provincial

gentleman, and colonel of the Carolinians, advanced with

a body of troops in quest of Macdonald. The highlan-

der sent Moore a copy of the king's proclamation ; in an

swer to which, the provincial commander transmitted the

test to the congress, promising (if they should subscribe it)

to treat Macdonald and his party as friends, but denouncing

the severest vengeance in case of a refusal. The royalists

rosing time in negotiation, the provincials had leisure to

assemble in greater numbers to the standard of colonel

Moore. Macdonald proceeding on his march, descried

Mr. Caswell, a provincial colonel, who was hastening with

a body of colonists to join the general, and found him



REIGjt OF GEORGE IH.
5.9

posted at Moore's creek bridge upon cape Fear river, CHAP.

not far from Wilmington. The emigrants with great

fury began the attack with broad swords ; but colonel 1776

Macleod, the second in command, and others of their bra

vest officers being killed, the people, who, in the spirit of

their native country regarded their leaders as chieftains,

were disheartened by the fall of their commanders, and

thrown into a confusion which reached the rest of the

corps ; the whole party was broken and dispersed, and being

pursued, many of them were taken prisoners, and among

others, general Macdonald. Such was the issue of the

first enterprise in the southern colonies for supporting the

cause of the British government.

Among the causes which had contributed to the dis- British «r-

tinguished success of Mr. Secretary Pitt's belligerent mea- ,m(ier as

sures, one of the most efficacious was promptness of pre- ^"[^

paration. This was a quality extremely deficient in the and sir Pe-

armaments that were employed during the ministry of lord ter ar er-

North, and the forces sent out on an expedition were fre

quently too late for accomplishing their purpose. The

troops destined to cooperate with the loyalists of the

south, ought to have left Cork before Christmas, that

they might reach Carolina in the beginning of spring, so

as to he in the field before the commencement of the great

heats that are so injurious to northern constitutions, unless

gradually encountered; but they did not depart from Ire- arrives too

land till the 7th of February, and it was the 3d of May before North Ca-

they arrived at cape Fear. General Clinton having join- rolina;

ed them from Boston, took the command ; and finding

that from the discomfiture of the royalists he could have

no hopes of success in North Carolina, resolved to make

an attempt upon South Carolina, and to besiege Charles- P™ieed9

town its capital. This town was the great support of the south,

warlike preparations in the southern colonies, and on

account both of its strength and opulence, would be an

important acquisition to Britain.

The harbour of Charlestown was protected and com

manded by a fort upon Sullivan's island, which is formed

by the conflux of the rivers Ashly and Cooper, that almost

enclose the town ; and an inlet of the sea. It was pro

jected to capture that fort and leaving a sufficient garrison



58 HISTORY OF THE

CHAP, for its defence, to intercept all intercourse between Charles-

town and the ocean. Clinton arrived on the 4th of June

j770 before the capital of South Carolina : the American com

mander Lee, having received accurate intelligence concern

ing the motion of the British general, by forced marches

appeared about the same time in the neighbourhood

of Charlestown, and posting himself on the banks of the

river, secured a communication with Sullivan's island.

Between Clinton and the fort lay Long Island, from

which he understood there was a fordable passage to Sulli

van's island ; he stationed himself on this island construct

or*eh"'?0 eil batteries, and prepared for the siege. Having made

town, dispositions for commencing the attack, on the 28th of

June he poured a tremendous fire from land batteries,

floating batteries, and the ships. The British troops behaved

with their usual valour, and the Americans displayed great

courage and perseverance. Three of our ships having run

aground, two of them were extricated ; but the third stick

ing fast, was set on fire, to prevent her from falling inte

the hands of the enemy. The troops attempted the pas

sage ; but found that the water was not one foot in depth,

as they had been informed, but near seven feet ; under

cover however of the fire they attempted to land, but it

soon appear ed that there were unexpected difficulties to

encounter even if they did land. The information which

the general had received concerning the access to the fort,

had been extremely inaccurate ; there was between it and

the shore a trench, in which he had understood that the

water was shallow ; but, on examination, it was discover

ed to be extremely deep, and also much more under the

command of the castle than the general had supposed: the

troops were for the present, therefore, ordered to return to

their camp. The next day, dispositions were made for

repeating the attempt, and there was a hot fire on both

sides, by which two British ships being much damaged,

were ordered to retire. The attempt was repeated in a

part somewhat shallower than where the first trial had

been made. General Clinton and several other officers

waded up to their shoulders, but finding the depth of the

water increasing, were unable to proceed; the ships could

not approach so near as to do effectual execution, and gene
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ral Lee was in great force on the other side to defend the CHAP,

forts : for all these reasons, Clinton thought it expedient to

desist from the attempt. It was said by military critics, 1776

that the British general had not bestowed sufficient pains is raised,

to investigate the situation and accessibility of the place

before he commenced the attack ; that his ships might

have approached much nearer the fort, and covered the

landing of the troops : by political critics it was alleged,

that the difficulties arose from the general causes which

had been predicted ; the determination and force of the

Americans, inspired by the love of liberty, and thoroughly

acquainted with the nature of the country and posts which

they had to defend.

Lord Dunmore continued to carry on naval hostilities

on the coasts of the southern provinces, but finding.he

could make no effectual impression, retired to Florida.

The Americans, on the other hand, fitting out a squa

dron from Boston, attacked the Bahama islands, and plun

dered them of stores and artillery, by which means they

brought to their country a supply which was very much

wanted. Clinton was summoned by general Howe to

meet him at New York, but before we accompany the

southern force to its junction with the commander in

chief and the main army, it is proper to take a view of the

civil proceedings in the colonies, which, both on account

of their political importance and influence on military

operations, merit and require historical notice.

In the former year, the provincial assembly of New '"J0™?^

England had passed resolutions, manifesting a disposition colonics,

to independency ; but rather to feel the pulse of the other

colonies and of their constituents, than to pledge themselves

by an explicit proposition. Their delegates in the congress,

and the other most violent members, having sounded the

rest of the representatives, discovered, that from several

colonies there was an aversion to that measure, and that a

separation was regarded as one of the greatest of evils,

which ought not to be incurred unless absolutely necessary

for the preservation of their liberty. Bred up in repub

licanism, the New Englanders had deemed independence

on a crowned head a desirable object ; but other colonists,

educated with monarchical principles, and attached to the
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CHAP, king and people of Great Britain, regarded a connexion

between themselves and the parent country as constituting

177f) the supreme advantages of both countries, and separation

as only not so bad as slavery. The New Englanders had

been winning over the other colonies to their sentiments

and principles, with great, but hitherto not complete, suc

cess. The congress was becoming more and more sub

ject to the influence of its republican president ; but still

desirous of peace, it waited with anxiety for the result of

its petition to the king, and for the measures which should

be adopted in parliament. When it was learned that no

attention would be paid to .the petition, that nothing short

of unconditional submission would satisfy the British gov

ernment, and that great armaments, including a numerous

body of foreign mercenaries, were prepared in order to

subjugate America, the greater number of delegates adopt

ed the sentiments which were first generated and afterwards

cherished by the New Englanders. On the 30th of May,

a prefatory resolution was passed, declaring, that the pro

hibitory act by which they were excluded from the protec

tion of the crown, the rejection of their petition for redress

and reconciliation, with the intended exertion of all the

British forces, assisted by foreign mercenaries, for their

destruction, depriving the colonies of the king's protection,

annihilated their allegiance; that it became now necessary for

them to take the power of government into their own hands,

It was therefore resolved, " to recommend to the various

" assemblies and conventions in the United States ot Ame-

a rica, where no form of government adequate to the exi-

" gencies of affairs had yet been adopted, to form such a

" constitution as should be most conducive to the public

" welfare and .security."

In the middle anil southern provinces, of those who were

determined to resist coercion, there were two parlies: the

one wished merely to oppose all acts of hostility, but still

to leave room for reunion ;3 the other resolved not only

to resist, but to outrage the British government. In a

state of public ferment, moderation is generally regarded

as Iukewarmness, and indifference as enmity to the pre-

g Annual Register, 177b, ll. ICS.
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vailing sentiment. In most of the colonial assemblies, CHAP,

being guided by the advice of the congress, they instruct- y^^^

ed their delegates to support independence. In Pennsyl- 1776

vania and Maryland,1' the assemblies resolved to oppose

this measure ; and the amount of their reasoning was—

Britain has oppressed, and is attempting to subdue Ame

rica, it becomes us therefore to resist, but the necessity of

resistance does not justify measures injurious to ourselves,

and not necessary to render our resistance effectual ; we

can fight as well without mentioning independence, as

after declaring it ; we will not actually obey the com

mands of Britain, while inconsistent with our constitu

tional rights, but we ought not therefore to preclude the

possibility of a reconciliation,' by a change in the British

counsels, which experience of the inefficacy of her plans

may in time be expected to produce ; meanwhile our

efforts shall be as energetic as those of the most zealous

votary of independence. The separation from Britain,

even if finally attainable, would be productive of great

and evident evils. The protection of the parent state,

the salutary power of a common sovereign to balance so

many separate and possibly discordant provinces, the

• mportant political and commercial advantages of the old

jnion appeared in a striking light to every man of discern

ment, whose mind was not clouded by the passions that

overspread the multitude ; but no art was spared to make

;he contrary opinion popular, and no means were more suc

cessful than publications which, by enumerating the vari

ous acts of alleged oppression, stimulated the hatred and

•esentment of the children against their parents. Of

hese works one of the most effectual was an essay of the

loted Thomas Paine, written in the style and spirit which

le has so frequently exhibited, strong, coarse, and inflam-

natory. The bold and unqualified intrepidity of assertion

iassed, with undisciplined understandings, as unanswer-ble arguments; familiarity of illustration, and vulgarity of

llusion, highly pleased unrefined tastes ; an appeal to

leir prejudices and prepossessions gratified their passions,

ad they concluded that he must be right whose opinions

li Andrews,vol. ii. p. 209. i Annual Register, 1776, P. 164.
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own.k Displaying an

skill, the amount of which was that he could

and sentiments agreed with their

ability and

set fire to combustibles. Paine's address acted powerfully

on the populace of Philadelphia, and contributed to in

spire them with different sentiments from their provincial

assembly and their delegates in the congress. The delegates,

however, thought it necessary on so important a question

to take the sense of their constituents, and after a great

contest it was carried that they should be instructed to

agree to the determination of congress. Notwithstand

ing the artifices of demagogues, there still remained in

Philadelphia a considerable body inimical to independence.

In Maryland, the delegates were instructed to oppose the

question of independence in congress. Having accord

ingly voted against it, they were driven from the assem

bly ; and, on returning home, they found the violent party

gaining ground. A second meeting of constituents was

called, and they returned with instructions to vote for

independence. On the 4th of July, the congress of dele

gates from thirteen English colonies in America, declared

the provinces a free and independent state. In the decla

ration, they commenced with observing, that when it

becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political

bands1 which have connected it with another, and to

assume among the powers of the earth the separate and

equal station to which the laws of nature, of nations, and

of God, entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of

mankind requires that they should declare the cause which

impels them to the separation. Government being an

institution for the happiness of the governed, whenever

it becomes destructive of that end, must be dissolved.

Having laid down this general rule, they proceeded to

enumerate the facts which, in their opinion, proved the

British government of our colonies to have been destruc

tive of its end, and comprised in the detail all the acts

already mentioned : in every stage of oppression, they

alleged, that they humbly petitioned the king for redresr,

but with no effect. " We have applied also (they said)

" to our British brethren : we have reminded them of the

k ISainsav, vel. i. p. 336. 1 See. State Tapers, July 4th, 1776.
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" circumstances of our emigration and settlement ; we CHAP.

" have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,

" and conjured them by the ties of our common kindred 1776.

" to disavow those usurpations which would inevitably

" interrupt our connexion and correspondence : they have

" been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity ; we

" must therefore acquiesce in the necessity which denounces

" our separation, and hold them as we hold the rest of man-

" kind—in war, enemies ; in peace, friends." For these

reasons, they solemnly published, that they were henceforth

free and independent states, and absolved from allegiance

to the British crown ; that all political connexion between

them and Great Britain was and ought to be completely

terminated ; that they had full power to levy war, conclude

peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and do every

other act which belonged to independent states. This cele

brated declaration, which separated the colonies from Bri

tain, was received with enthusiastic applause by the peo

ple, but by some of the wisest opponents of the mother

country it was not equally relished. General Washing

ton himself, though so strenuous and efficacious a sup

porter of American resistance to what he conceived

oppression and tyranny, never, as far as I can learn, ex

pressed an approbation of the total dissolution of the con

nexion between the colonies and the mother country.i"

His great and comprehensive mind viewed remote and

m In the original impression, I had written that general Washington wasfar

from approving of an entire dissolution of the connexion. That opinion I

founded partly on the general wisdom and moderation of that illustrious

American, and the enmity which his conduct uniformly exhibited to democra

tic violence ; and partly on a letter for many years imputed to him, and insert

ed in a publication, which, till very lately passed for genuine. The work in

question is entitled, " Kpistles, Domestic, Confidential, and Official, from gene

ral Washington ;" and was long current, as its contents were probable, and its

averments remained uncontradicted. The letter from which I made the cita

tion inserted in a note, pages 65 and 66, of vol. u\ had been with five others,

denied by general Washington, in an American gazette, to be genuine, a short

time before his death. Tins disavowal 1 did not hear of. till several months

after the publication of the work when Mr. Uleecker, of New York, wrote me,

that the epistles in question were spurious, and referred me to the gazette in

which they were disavowed by general Washington. Far from wishing to

impute any expression to any character in ray history which he did not use, I

am desirous of correcting the error respecting that fact ; and for that purpose

have directed the quotation from the alleged letter to Mr. Lund Washington to

be cancelled, and the present explanation substituted in its place.

My general opinion, however, that Washington, so eminent for wisdom and

moderation, was an enemy to democratic violence, not resting 9a one letter,

but on the whole tenour of his conduct, continues the same.

Vol. II. K
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CHAP, distant objects ; he saw that whatever was the enmity be-

tween Britain and America at present, it must at length

1776i terminate. lie knew the vast advantages that had accrued,

and the greater which might proceed from the renewal of

friendly relations between Britain and North America ;

their language, their respective objects and pursuits fitted

them for a reciprocity of benefit, if united, which he did

not apprehend they could enjoy if separated. Distin

guished as a champion of liberty, he was its champion

with the principles and discrimination of a wise man ; he

loved freedom secured by order, and was a profound

admirer of the British constitution : he did not therefore

favour the democratical principles which, first spread by

the New Englanders, had extended through the colonies ;

he foresaw that the constitution resulting from indepen

dence would be republican, and might from the influence

of democratic zealots be inconsistent with tranquillity

and order. He therefore did not enter into the violence

which was manifested by many abettors of independence.

Engaged however, in conducting military affairs, he did

not deem himself necessitated publicly to declare every

opinion which he might form upon the civil and political

proceedings of his countrymen ; and without agreeing with

every demagogue that could agitate and inflame the populace,

he continued to support his country in defending what he

thought her liberty ; some of her counsels and resolutions

might not meet his approbation, but was he therefore to

desert her in war and danger ? As a patriot, he employed

his talents not only in endeavouring to extricate her from

danger and difficulty, but in sacrificing his own particular

sentiments for the sake of unanimity and the general

welfare.

Writers favourable to the coercion of America

affirm, that independence was long before that period the

aim of their leaders ; but being able to adduce no testi

mony or documents in support of their assertion, rest its

weight on probable inferences from ther conduct. " Hence

" (says a late historian") their complaints of grievances were

" clamorous, frequent, and specific, while their professions

" of attachment and loyalty were merely general, and attend-

n Adolphus, vol. ii p. 171.
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" cd with no precise offers of conciliation or satisfaction."

The American statement of grievances, in their petitions

to the king, and other representations, were no doubt spe

cific ; if they had been vague, they would have been nu

gatory. Their professions of loyalty and attachment were

attended with no precise offers of conciliation or satisfac

tion, because in their view they were suffering unconsti

tutional injury, and prayed for constitutional redress;

they were reclaiming a right, and not making propo

sals for a bargain. They did not conceive themselves

to have committed injustice against the British gov

ernment, and therefore made no offers of satisfaction

either precise or general. Their propositions of con

ciliation were simple : they apprehended that the new

system of legislature was a violation of their privileges as

British subjects, and declared that they would return to

amity when, by the discontinuance of the present measures,

their constitutional blessings should be restored. How

entreaties or even requisitions that their connexion with

the mother country should be replaced on the former foot

ing, demonstrate an intention of entirely dissolving the

tie, it is difficult to discover. A farther argument to

evince the American desire of independence is, that their

demand of redress in the repeal of all the acts since 1763,

must be insincere, for it could not be expected to be suc

cessful. " No party in Britain could attempt conciliation

" on such grounds : because, thereby they must have

" abandoned some principle :" the amount of which rea

soning is, that if a statesman or lawgiver has proposed or

adopted any measure or regulation, he must adhere to his

resolution, that he may preserve his consistency; a doc

trine, which, in such fallible beings as men, might often

contravene the plainest dictates of justice and wisdom. In

the colonial range of complaint, therefore, I can perceive

no proofs of determined separation. From the series of

acts which the narrative has presented, it appears that the

New Englanders, since the commencement of the disputes,

manifested dispositions to republicanism, from which we

might fairly infer a desire, and even a design of eventual

separation ; but that the middle and southern colonies

were the votaries of loyal and constitutional connexion
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CH\P. and subordination ; that their cooperation with the colo-

XN 1, nists of the north, was the immediate effect of the system

1776 of 1774 ; that their subsequent resistance arose from re

fused redress, and attempted coercion ; and their consent

to the scheme of independence, from the total rejection of

all their applications, combined with elation for the suc

cesses of the former campaign. The independence of

America, therefore, whether wise or unwise, evidently

proceeded from no preconcerted design, but was a natural

consequence of the measures that were pursued by the

mother country, and the progress of human passions,

when they refuse the admonitions of reason and wisdom ;

from disputes to quarrels, repeated with increasing aspe

rity, until they terminated in a final rupture.

Objectsand The main object of military operations was New

theexpe- York; and for making this part of America the chief

NewVork seat of war> there were various reasons. The province

of New York, running northwest joins with Canada, that

runs southwest, and both together enclose New England,

and divide it from the southern colonies. By possessing New

York and the southern part of the province, while the Cana

dian army invaded it on the north, a communication, it

was conceived, might be established between the secondary

and primary army ; both could cooperate vigorously, easi

ly reduce New England, afterwards act in concert against

the more southern colonies, and procure the assistance of

the back settlers, many of whom were well disposed to the

mother country. New York was a centrical position, from

which operations might be directed either to the one side

or the other, as occasion might serve, or circumstances

require, so that this position enabled the British comman

der to prescribe the scene of action and to quit it when he

chose; and if the army were withdrawn from the field,

the great north river, and the different channels between

the islands and the main land, would enable him by his

ships and detachments, to harass the adjoining countries;

while the provincials, however powerful, could make no

attempt upon the islands that would not be attended with

greater inconveniences, and liable to imminent danger.

Besides these advantages, Long Island was very fertile

in wheat and all other corns, abounded with herbs and



RE1GN OF GEORGE III. 69

flocks, and was deemed almost equal alone to the mainte- CHAP,

nance of an army. In the province, especially in the upper

part towards Albany, there were reported to be many loy- 1776

alists, who would flock to the British standard as soon as

they could manifest their sentiments safely. New York,

from these circumstances, was an object of high importance,

and its attainment was not reckoned difficult : much the bet

ter part of the province is enclosed in islands, which being

long and narrow, were exposed on all sides to attacks from

our fleets, and to the descents of our troops ; and when

conquered, the protection of the ships of war would be as

effectual in their preservation, as their hostility had been

in their reduction. These were the reasons on which the

military plan was founded, and whatever the sentiments

of the reader may be respecting the wisdom of the states

man who proposed, and the lawgivers who adopted the

measures which produced enmities between America and

the mother country, he will probably without hesitation

admit, that the plan of military operation was not discre

ditable to the talents of its author as a war minister. But

the history now proceeds to narrate its execution.

General Howe was obliged to remain at Halifax for British ar.

two months, to receive reinforcements which he expected arrivesat

from England, with a fleet commanded by his brother, lord NewYork-

Howe ; the armament from England much exceeded the

time that had been planned for its departure from home.

The general, therefore, resolved to wait no longer at Hali

fax, but to proceed southwards, that there might be no

delay after lord Howe should reach America. Leaving

Halifax on the 1 1th June, in the end of the month he arri

ved in Sandy Hook near New York. During his passage,

he was joined by six transports full of Highland troops,

belonging to the forty-second and seventy-first regiments;

from them he learned that colonel Campbell with a de

tachment was separated from the rest of the armament :

he afterwards found, that going into Boston, where they

expected to have joined the British army, they were taken

prisoners by the provincials.

The town of New York is situated in an island

running from north to south, at the mouth of the Hudson

river, at the southern extremity, separated from New York
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70 HISTORY OF THECHAP, island by a narrow channel, on the east, is Long Island ;

X V'll • • • •
^^^^ directly south, in sight, but at a greater distance, is Staten

lrrfi Island ; beyond which, and in the same direction, lies

IleMrip- Sandy Hook: The Americans having been informed of

New Ynrk the destination of the British armament, had been at great

penden'0 Palns to fortify New York town, and island, and to make

the access as difficult as possible, by sinking ships in the

most approachable part of the channel ; they were also

provided with a numerous artillery, and guarded by a

strong body of troops. On the northern extremity of New

York island, it communicated with the continent by a

bridge, called King's Bridge. Long Island, from its extent,

was not so strongly fortified, yet was well guarded, had an

encampment on the side next New York, and also works

on the most accessible parts of the coast. Staten Island,

being less valuable, was not guarded with equal strength

and vigilance : thither, therefore, he proceeded, and

landed without opposition : he met with Mr. Tryon, late

governor of New York, and other loyalists, who informed

him of the disposition of the province, and strength of the

enemy. From the accounts which he received of the

provincial force, he found that it would be impracticable

to commence hostilities until the armament from England

should arrive. It was the 14th of July before lord Howe

reached Staten Island : the troops that were conveyed in

the fleet consisted of twenty regiments of foot, and a regi

ment of light dragoons, and also the Hessian auxiliaries :

so reinforced, the British army amounted to near thirty

thousand men. The commanders possessed high charac

ters, and had distinguished themselves in subordinate sta^tions of trust and importance in the former war. The

naval officer had, in the year 1758, on the coast of France,

laid the foundation of a fame which was increased during

subsequent services : the military gentleman was the dis

tinguished favourite of general Wolfe, led the body which

first seized the heights of Abraham,0 and afterwards sup

ported and advanced the estimation in which he was held.

It was true, he never had an opportunity of signalizing

himself as a general, except at Bunker's hill; and having

e See thls lnstun, vol. i. p; 154.
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acted there under the command of another, he merely PHAP,

proved, as before, that he was an active and intrepid sol- X^H-

dier: but from his conduct in secondary situations, he 177G

was very naturally allowed credit for abilities which could

fill up the first with equal propriety. From their near

relation, no doubt was entertained that there would be

the utmost harmony between the general and admiral; and

the appointment of lord Howe and sir William to the

chief command of the naval and military operations,

afforded general satisfaction in England, and the most san

guine expectations were entertained of their success. It

must be acknowledged, that their hopes were not without

apparently probable grounds. The American army did

not exceed twenty thousand,* raw and undisciplined,*1 to

oppose thirty thousand veterans. These were unprovided

with the various accommodations and even necessaries of

a military life, whereas the British forces were abundantly

supplied with every article that could be useful in warfare.

Besides their military powers, the general and admi- Pacific

ral were appointed, under the late act of parliament, the ofTheliX-

commissioners for restoring peace to the colonies, and for tisu com-

granting pardon to such as should deserve the royal mercy.

Before they commenced hostile operations, they tried pa

cific proposals; and their first act was a circular letter

from lord Howe to the late governors of the several pro

vinces, acquainting them with the power which was in

trusted to his brother, and accompanied with a declaration

to the public to a similar effect. His lordship, at the same

time, sent a letter to the American general, addressed to

George Washington esq. which that commander refused

to receive, as it did not describe the rank that he held

under the United States.i- On the 20th of August, gene

ral Howe sent his adjutant, general Patterson, with a letter

addressed to George Washington, &c. &c. &c. The gen

eral received them with great politeness, but absolutely

declined to accept an official letter without an address

p See Stedman. ii See general AVasbingtnn-s letter to Mr. Lund

Washington. r This conduct was highly apPlauded by the congress^

which passed a resolution, directing, that for the future no commander in their

service should receive any letters or message from the enemy which did not ac-

knewledge in its address "their official character.
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CHAP, naming his office. A conference, however, ensued, in

^^^^ which nothing effectual was done. General Washington

17r6 said, the power of the commissioners appeared to be no

more than to grant pardons : they were only defending

what they deemed their indisputable right, had committed

no fault, and therefore wanted no pardon. Doctor Frank

lin had for many years resided in England as agent for

the colonies of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania ; he was

lately returned to America, and being a member of the

congress, possessed very great influence. Lord Howe

addressed a letter to him soon after his arrival at Staten

Island ; therein stated the nature of his commission, ex

pressed his hopes that America would unite with the Bri

tish in dispositions for peace, and requested the assistance

of Doctor Franklin to effect this purpose. Franklin re

plied, by informing his lordship, that preparatory to any

propositions of amity or peace, it would be required that

Britain should acknowledge the independence of America,

defray the expenses of the war, and indemnify the colonies

for burning their towns. A correspondence also to: 'k place

between lord Howe and lord Drummond, which the latter

are reject. communicated to general Washington ; but it was equally.

' ' unavailing, the same arguments being used on the side ofBritain, met with the same objections on the side of

America.

TheHii. These overtures of Britain being unavailing, and the

take the68 reinforcements being now arrived, the British commanders

field. opened the campaign on the 22d of August, a very late

season, especially in a country in which winter sets in soon

and severely; but as it evidently arose from the tardiness

with which troops arrived from Europe, the delay was not

imputable to the commanders in America. The British

forces began with an attempt to reduce Long Island ; and

a division of four thousand men, crossing from Staten

Island, under cover of three frigates and two bomb ketches,

landed there without resistance in Gravesend Bay, adjoin

ing the strait that separates the two islands. The detach

ment having effected its purpose, the rest of the army

without difficulty effected their landing. The Americans

were posted near Red Hook, almost opposite to New

York, commanded by general Putnam. The road from
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Gravesend to Red Hook lav across Flat Bush, a woody CHAP

tract of land, behind which a ridge of hills arise. Gene- y^-^^,

ral Putnam had sent a great body of troops to seize the 1770.

defiles which led through those eminences. Lord Corn-

wallis advanced towards the pass, but finding it already

seized by the enemy, in conformity to orders which he

had received, he refrained from an attack. Major gene- Battle of

ral Grant commanded the left wing that extended to the khuicl.

coast. The Hessians under general De Heister compo

sing the centre, advanced to Flat Bush, while the com

mander in chief, with the greater part of the British forces,

marched to the right over Flat Land. General Clinton

and sir William Erskine having reconnoitred the position

of the enemy, and finding also that their attention was

chieflv directed towards the Hessians, reported to general

Howe, that they thought it would not be difficult to turn

the left flank of the provincials, and thereby force them

either to hazard a battle, or abandon the hills. Thinking

the proposal practicable, the general consented. It was

concerted, that to favour the design of the right wing,

the attack should be begun by general Grant and the Hes

sians on the left and centre. Farther to draw off the

attention of the enemy from the principal movement, the

king's ships stationed to the right of them moved towards

the town so as to make them conceive New York to be

the immediate object.

On the 26th of August, at nine o'clock in the evening,

general Clinton,- lord Cornwallis, and lord Percy, advanced

with part of the troops, and general Howe himself brought

forward the rest of that division. At nine in the morning

the British passed the heights ; general Clinton turned the

left of the enemy, and crossed to Bedford, while Grant

and De Heister attacked the right and the centre. On the

side of Flat Bush, the Americans made a vigorous resis

tance ; but their left wing, finding itself attacked both on

flank and rear, was thrown into confusion, and fled in all

directions. The centre and right of the provincials, hear- The Amc-

ing of this total route of the left, suddenly retreated in ric- '' !,re

disorder; about two thousand of the enemy were killed,

and one thousand taken prisoners. Among the captured

were, generals Sullivan, Udell, and lord Stirling: about

Vox.. II. L
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CHAP, three hundred British were killed and wounded. Of the

^^^^Lj slain were, lieutenant colonel Grant and sir Alexander

1776 Murray, both officers of great merit; the latter a young

Scottish baronets of independent fortune, who leaving the

comforts of ease and affluence for hardship and danger,

earned a premature but glorious death in the service of his

king and country. General Washington had been at New

York when the engagement began ; hearing that a battle had

commenced, he hastened over to the assistance of his coun

trymen ; but when he arrived, he found his troops involved

in difficulties by the stratagem of the enemy. On seeing

their situation, he did not doubt but they would be entirely-

destroyed, as he conceived general Howe would certainly

attack, and as certainly force, the American lines. Many

of the British officers and soldiers were of the same opi

nion. Confident, however, that they must be reduced by

regular approaches, without risking the loss that might be

sustained by an assault, the general declined the attempt.

On the evening of the 27th, the British army opened the

intrenchments before the American lines : the provincials

finding it impossible to maintain their post in Long Island,

but escape, on the 29th, evacuated their encampment, and general

Washington executed the retreat with great ability; his

troops were withdrawn from the camp and the different

works, and with the baggage, stores, and part of the artil

lery, were conveyed to the water side, they embarked, and

passed over a long ferry to New York with such wonder

ful silence and order, that the British army did not perceive

the least motion, and were surprised in the morning at

fi lding the lines abandoned, and seeing the last of the rear

guard in their boats and out of danger. To do full jus

tice to this masterly retreat, it must be considered that they

had been driven to the corner of an island where they were

inclosed in a space of two square miles, with near twenty

thousand well disciplined troops in front ; and in the rear,

an arm of the sea n mile wide, which could not be crossed

but in several embarkations. Notwithstanding these ob

stacles the provincials did not lose a single man, and car

ried off the greater part of their provisions, ammunition;

s Renresentntive the family of Balmano in Perthshire.
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and artillery. Military critics were of opinion, that sir CHAP,

William Howe might have forced their lines on the day of

the battle ; and, since he chose the more gradual operation 1776

of a siege, and must have known that from their reduced

force it was their interest to withdraw, he might have

divined it to be their wish ; therefore, it was to be expected

that he would have been so vigilant as to render their re

treat impracticable ; and such a prevention would have been

by no means difficult, because the sea between Red Hook

and New York is deep enough for a seventy-four gun ship

to anchor, and he might have easily stationed frigates which

would have commanded the passage, and prevented their

escape.' The boats which had brought them from New

York to Long Island, had lain on the Long Island shore

three days after their defeat, in readiness to carry them over

to New York. These, it is affirmed, might have been

easily destroyed by the British ; but they did not experience

the smallest annoyance.

Possessed of Long Island, the English army had the

command of New York, and made preparations for a

descent upon the island : two brigades of Hessians and one

British being left at Bedford, the rest of the army was

posted at Newtown, Hellgate, Bushwick and Flushing.

On the west side of Long Island, opposite to Horan's

Hook, where the enemy had thrown up strong works, two

batteries were erected." This work commanded Hellgate,

a passage between the Islands of Buch.man, Montressor,

and the Two Brothers, into the sound which separates

Long Island from New York and the Connecticut shore.

The English batteries, in a short time, not only silenced

the fire of the enemy from the work, but broke it up entirely,

and rendered it utterly indefensible.

While these preparations were going on, the British Second

overtures
commanders again made overtures for peace. General for eon.

Sullivan was dismissed on his parole, and despatched to ciliation.

Philadelphia, to submit to the congress some propositions,

whereby lord Howe expressed a wish to confer with sev

eral moderate members, not as deputies from an indepen

dent state, but private gentlemen of influence in the colo

nies, that in these conferences they might adjust prehmi-

See Sted man. m Stedman, vol. i. p. 199.
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naries for an accommodation of differences : he strongly

insisted, that this was a favourable crisis, as neither party

were reduced to a state of humiliation, so as to preclude

discussion and modification of terms. The congress

replied, that they could not send their members to confer

with him as private gentlemen, but thev would depute a

committee to learn whether his lordship was authorized to

treat with persons appointed by congress : if that were

the case, the committee would receive such proposals ; and

accordingly doctor Benjamin Franklin, Messrs. John

Adams, and Edward Rutledge, were the committee

appointed to confer with lord Howe on this subject.

Howe still adhered to the contents of the message which

he sent by general Sullivan : the committee informed him

that they could not, nor should not, act but as deputies

from the congress ; nevertheless they were desirous of

hearing what proposals he had to make. His lordship

told them, that the king and government of Great Britain

anxiously wished to finish the dissensions between Britain

and the colonies. To accomplish this desirable end, the

obnoxious acts should be revised, and every just cause of

complaint remuved, if America would declare her wil

lingness to submit to the authority of Britain. The com

mittee replied, that an acknowledgement of British supe

riority could not now be expected : petitions, his lordship

must remember, had been presented by the colonies to the

king and parliament, but had been disregarded and despi

sed : America had not separated herself from Britain, but

Britain from America. The colonies had not declared

themselves independent, till the parent country had decla

red war : the subjects had not renounced allegiance, until

the sovereign had withdrawn protection : even were the

congress willing to replace America in the situation which

she held in 1763, that body was not competent to execute

such intentions : independence was declared in conse

quence of the collective voice of the people, by whom

alone it could be annulled : but though the Americans did

not desire to return under the dominion of England, they

were willing to enter into any treaty which might be advan

tageous to both. From this answer, lord Howe, seeing

that America was determined to persist in independence,
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put an end to the conference. He soon after published a CHAP,

declaration to the people of America, in which he offered Xvt'-

pardon and protection to all who should return to their ir.fi

former submission and obedience ; and acquainted them,

that it was his majesty's intention to consent to the

revisal of such acts as might aggrieve his subjects. The

proclamation, however, produced very little effect ; the

concession was too late, and the sword only could decide

the contest.

The two armies were divided by the East river, about

thirteen hundred yards in breadth ; and, after a long and

severe cannonade, it was resolved, that the first division of

the army, should, on the 15th of September, enter the

island of New York. Accordingly, commanded by gene

ral Clinton, lord Cornwallis, major general Vaughan, bri

gadier general Leslie, and the Hessian colonel Donop,

they embarked at the head of Newtown bay, which deep

ly indents Long Island, and where they were out of

sight of the enemy. Being covered by five ships of war,

on their entrance into the river they proceeded to Kipp's

Bay, about three miles north of New York ; where, being

less expected than in some other places, the preparation

for defence was not so great : the works, however, were

neither feeble nor destitute of troops, but the fire from

the ships was so incessant and so well conducted, that

thev were soon abandoned, and the army landed without Capture^)-

opposition. The enemy immediately abandoned the city ^ew YorX.

of New York, and all their posts on the south part of the

island, and retired towards the north, where their strength

chiefly lay. The Americans had resolved, if the English

obtained possession of New York, previous to the evacu

ation to set it on fire ; but thev were obliged to leave it The town

. , , ..... . „ is set on
too quickly to carry their designs into execution, borne fire by the

incendiaries, however, secreted themselves in deserted

houses, and contrived to set fire to the town in several

x places. On the morning of the 21st of September,

about a third part of the town was destroyed ; and it was

owing to the extraordinary exertion of the soldiers, that

the whole was not consumed.

The general had fortified Kingsbridge, in order to

secure a retreat ; and the works on both sides of the pas-

Ameri

cans.
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CHAP, sage were so strong, that they appeared to defy all attempts

xv" on either. At Kingsbridge, ten thousand of the Ameri-

17T6 cans were posted, and six thousand five hundred at Har

lem, near New York. The whole force was so advanta

geously disposed, as to render an attack dangerous from

New York. General Howe, finding he could make no

impression on them in that quarter, resolved to attack

them from another : he proposed to move a great part of

his army to the continent behind Kingsbridge, in the rear

of the enemy, on the side whence they derived their pro

vision ; but to retain possession of New York by a strong

garrison, protected in front by a chain of redoubts, and in

the rear and on both the sides by the fleet. This manoeuvre

would compel the provincials either to hazard a battle, or

be confined in New York island, cut off by the army or

fleet from every supply of provisions, the ships guarding

the passage Irom the Jerseys, while the troops possessed

the country adjoining Kingsbridge. On the 12th of Octo

ber, general Howe embarked his troops, crossed over to

the continent towards Connecticut, and landed on Frog's

Neck, near West Chester : here he was obliged to wait

five days for stores from Staten Island; and on the 18th,

receiving information that Pell's Point would be a more

convenient place for landing, the British reembarked, and

came ashore at the mouth of Hutchinson's river, whence they

advanced up the country. Extending from East Chester to

New Rochelle, there are two roads to Connecticut, the

lower near the sea, the upper through high grounds called

the White Plains. The lower route was, by their last

movement, in possession of his majesty's troops; and

they now prepared to seize the higher. Meanwhile gene

ral Washington discovered that if he remained in his pre

sent position, he would be obliged to hazard a general

battle, which might be in its event decisively fatal to the

colonies, as there could be no possibility of a retreat.

His army was originally inferior in force and discipline

to the royal host, and now reduced by recent defeat and

sickness, it was still more dispirited : from the same cau

ses, great animosities prevailed between the troops of the

northern and the southern colonies. As victory was little

to be expected in such circumstances, it was Washington's
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object to avoid a battle if possible ; but if an engagement CflAP,

was inevitable, to change his ground, that he might have y.^^^,

the greater probability of securing a retreat. Leaving i77(,.

therefore New York island, he posted his army about

seventeen thousand in number, near Kingsbridge, and

occupied the ground from thence to White Plains, hav

ing the river Brunx in front, and detached eight thousand

men to occupy the eastern bank ; on the 26th, crossing

with his whole army, he occupied a very strong position.

On the 28th of October, the royal army, which con

sisted of thirteen thousand men leaving its encampment,

advanced in two columns ; general Clinton commanding

the right, general De Heister the left. They found the

Americans encamped on a long ridge of hill, on the brow

of which they had hastily constructed lines. A bend of

the Brunx protected the right flank, and another turning

surrounded the rear of the right wing. The left wing

was posted on uneven ground, steep and rugged in front,

but affording a secure retreat in the rear. The most ac

cessible part was the centre, the slope of the hill being

there gradual, the lines not fraised, and the ditches,

from the rockiness of the soil and the shortness of the

rime, necessarily shallow. A body of provincials posted

on the other side of the Brunx, commanded a ford oppo

site to the right flank. General Howe, informed of the °neTmrt

position of this detachment, and judging that it was sta- American

tioned there to cover the right flank, sent a body of troops foated.Sde

across the river, with a view to dislodge the enemy from

their rising ground, gall the flank which would be thus

left defenceless, and thereby facilitate the operations in

front of the camp. The troops sent upon that service

under general Leslie and colonel Donop, consisting both

of British and Hessians, vied with each other in courage

and expedition, passed the ford in the face of the enemy's

fire, formed on the bank, marched with alacrity and vigour

up the hill, charged the enemy with their bayonets, and

drove them from their works. General Howe, in the

mean time, made no attempt to attack the enemy's lines,

or to force their main body to battle. During the night,

the provincials drew back their encampment, and thereby

strengthened their intrenchtnents ; whereupon the British
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commander thought it unwise to make a general assault

until some fresh troops should arrive from York island.

On the 30th, the expected reinforcement came, and the

general professed an intention of attacking the camp next

morning. A heavy rain having fallen during the night,

he judged the ground too slippery on so steep a hill for

being attempted, therefore that day the assault was defer

red. The succeeding night the provincials evacuated

their camp, and retired back into the country ; after hav

ing in the ir retreat set fire to all the houses on White Plains,

they took possession of the high ground towards North

Castle. General Howe, conceiving the enemy could not

be drawn to an engagement, judged it expedient to pursue

them no farther, and employed himself in reducing Kings-

bridge and fort Washington, that he might be master of

the whole of New York island. The last of these posts

was very important, as it secured an immediate intercourse

with the Jersey shore, and commanded the navigation of

the North river. Sensible of the value of this place, the

provincials had garrisoned it with three thousand men,

commanded by colonel Magaw. On the 15th of Novem

ber, the fort was summoned to surrender ; but the com

mander answered that he would defend it to the last extrem

ity : it was therefore resolved to attempt a storm. Next

morning the royalists made an assault in four divisions ;

the first, consisting of Hessians, was conducted by gene

ral Knyphausen, on the north side of the three others, be

ing British troops; the second was led by general Mat

thew, supported and covered by lord Cornwallis ; the third

was conducted by colonel Stirling; and the forty-second

regiment, the last, by lord Percy. The Hessians were

obliged to pass through a wood, in which the enemy were

very advantageously posted ; a hot engagement taking

place in the ascent of a hill, they made their way through

the thicket, and climbed to the top of an eminence. The

other divisions were equally active and successful; the

royal highlanders particularly distinguished themselves :

before thev landed from the continent, they were exposed

to a heavy lire from the American batteries ; and these

continued to play upon them as they were ascending a steep

hi'l. The heroes bore all with firmness and perseverance,
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gained the summit, and after an obstinate resistance, took CHAP,

one hundred and seventy prisoners : the enemy unable to

resist any longer, surrendered at discretion. By the cap-

ture of fort Washington, and the surrender of Kings-

bridge which followed soon after, the British troops were

in possession not only of New York and the adjacent

islands, but also of an easy access either to New England

or the Jerseys. Thus situated, general Howe planned

two expeditions, one under lord Cornwallis to the Jerseys,

another under sir Henry Clinton to Rhode Island. Gene- General

ral Clinton and sir Peter Parker commanded an expedition pia,i8 de-

to Rhode Island ; the provincials abandoned it at their ap- ^j'6,^,™"

proach, and they took possession of the province, which inva8ion

was deemed a very advantageous acquisition, since it had reduc-

been a great rendezvous for privateers, that had captured Rhode

a considerable number of British ships. On the 18th of j*la"^-

November, lord Cornwallis crossed over to the Jersey cess of

shore with about five thousand men, and landed eight ^[^jer-

miles above fort Lee ; when they had almost surprised seys.

the garrison, and made the enemies prisoners of war ; but

a deserter informing the Americans of the approach of the

king's troops, they evacuated the fort with great expedi

tion, leaving to the British their provisions and artillery.

His lordship now penetrated into East and West Jersey,

and took possession of the principal towns as far Bruns

wick. The American troops fled before him in the great

est dismay. In this career of success and pursuit, he

was arrested by an order from the commander in chief,

to prevent him from advancing farther. From the con

sternation of the provincial forces in the Jerseys, it was

the general opinion of military men, that if lord Cornwal

lis had been permitted to proceed, he would have taken

Philadelphia.

General Washington commanded the troops in the

Jerseys and on the Delaware ; Lee was intrusted with a

body of forces in the province of New York, and having

conceived Washington's situation to be dangerous, resolved

to cross the North river, and form a junction with him,

as they marched westwards towards the Delaware. On Capture el

the 13th of December he quitted his camp, in order to re- f,eee

connoitre the enemy ; in the course of this employment,

Vol. II. M -
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CHAP, being about three miles distant from his army, he stopt at
YV,I J i

a house to breakfast. General Howe had despatched colo-

177fi nel Harcourt to obtain intelligence concerning general

Lee's route and motions. Having traced him as he ad

vanced, he determined still longer to watch his progress-

In the course of this service, he intercepted a countryman

carrying a letter from general Lee, by which he found

where he was ; learning also that he was slightly guarded,

he projected to carry him off, and galloping with his party

to the place where Lee had halted, took effectual means

to prevent his escape, forced open the doors, made him a

prisoner, and conveyed him to the commander in chief at

New York. The Americans severely felt the loss of this

general, who possessed great abilities and very extensive

knowledge ; he had formerly been a lieutenant colonel in

the British service, had served with reputation in the seven

years war both in America and Portugal, and was highly

esteemed for his military conduct. A restless disposition,

and a fortune which enabled him to gratify his inclina

tions, had induced him after the peace to travel : he tra

versed most of the continent of Europe, visited the various

courts, and was well acquainted with the respective go

vernments, customs, manners, and languages of the seVe-ral nations. Being disgusted by some persons in the Bri

tish administration, he, on the first disturbances in Ame

rica, crossed the Atlantic, and offered his services to the

congress. His proposals were received with jov, and he

was appointed major general. By his talents, activity,

and skill, he had been eminently useful in disciplining the

Ame/ican troops, and greatly contributed to support the

provincial cause. This able man was by no means without

his defects; he disbelieved and ridiculed revealed and

even natural religion, was loose in his moral principles,

and profligate in his character : his very efforts in the ser

vice of the colonies arose from unworthy motives ; because

he conceived some ground of displeasure against persons

employed under the British government, he made war

against his king and native country. There being no

British officer of equal rank a prisoner with the Ameri

cans, general Washington offered six field officers in ex

change for Lee : but gene-al Howe answer* d, that he was
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a deserter from the British service, and therefore could CHAP,

. « XYll
not be considered as a prisoner of war. Washington con- y^-,^^

tended, that having resigned his commission before he ac- 177^

cepted of a command in the provincial service, the gene

ral was not a deserter. Howe adhered to his resolution,

and would not release him, but kept him a close prisoner.

This rigorous conduct produced retaliation on the other

side : colonel Campbell, who had been before treated as

befitted his condition, was the first who experienced dis

agreeable effects, owing to the British treatment of Lee ;

he was now confined in a dungeon, and the other officers,

though not handled with such severity, underwent very

great hardships.

The affairs of the provincials appeared now to be in a Consterna-

i - • l i ',-' Uonot the
desperate situation : by the orders of the general to lord Ameri-

Cornwallis, they had been suffered to cross the Delaware ; ca,)s*

but no doubt was entertained that, as soon as the river

was frozen over, not only a detachment, but the whole

army under Howe himself, would advance in pursuit of

the discomfited and flying enemy, proceed to Philadel- Theyex-

phia, and for so important an object, and with such pro- ^ulwe"

bability of complete success, brave all the hazards and at Phila-

hardship-s of a winter campaign. The soldiers were quite dcIl),lu'-

disheartened ; the panic extended itself to the civil de

partments : the governor, council, assembly, and magis

tracy of New Jersey deserted their province ; their breth

ren of Philadelphia dispersed ; and the congress, expect

ing the speedy arrival of the British army, fled to Mary

land. Three of the principal citizens, in the name of the

rest, declared their resolution to entreat the protection of

general Howe. The chief city of North America, the

seat of the new government, appeared ready to submit, if

the British armv should advance. Alarmed at these dan- Firmness

gers, congress did not, however, despair; they proceeded of tlie coni

not only to repair their actual losses, but to remove the

causes. Their soldiers had only been enlisted for a year;

they now ordained that they should be levied for three

years, or during the continuance of the war. The army

was to consist of eighty-eight battalions, to be furnished

and maintained by the respective colonies in a certain pro

portion, accofding to the as ertained ability of each. Li-
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XVII.
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beral offers were made of bounties and of pay, as an in

ducement to men to enlist ; and an allotment of lands at

the end of the war was promised to all who survived, or

to the families of those who fell. They also published

an appeal to the American people, to remind them of their

assurances of protection and support ; they recapitulated

the various grievances which they had so often stated, and

the rejection of all their applications for redress : nothing

but unconditional submission would satisfy their enemies;

the only alternatives were resistance or slavery,—which of

the two were free-born brave men to choose J The success

of the British arms, they alleged, had been greatly exag

gerated, and cost very dear. They assured them of the

assistance of foreign powers, and exhorted them to firm

reliance and resistance ; to prepare for a vigorous defence

of their liberties, properties, and every object which could

be dear to man. The appeal had the desired effect, it re

vived the spirits of the people, and stimulated the most

astonishing efforts to procure reinforcements for the army.

With the zeal of the Americans, the wisdom and abi

lity of their general most powerfully cooperated, not with

out being seconded by some unfortunate circumstances in

the army of Britain. To the surprise of both friends and

enemies, general Howe did not attempt to prosecute the

success of his detachment, but retired into winter quar

ters. He so cantoned his troops that they could not

easily be condensed, should a sudden occasion require

them to act in concert ; bodies of Hessians were quartered

at Trenton and Bordenton, near the Delaware, and from

knowing the reduced situation of the enemy, had given

way to great laxity of discipline. Without being restrain

ed by their officers, or by the commander in chief, they

ravaged, plundered, and in short exercised every cruelty

which could be expected from mercenary hirelings, who

fought without sentiment or principle, merely as the in

struments of a petty tyrant whose ways and means were

the blood of his subjects. They revelled in the proceeds

of rapine, and gave way to excesses so natural to men,

who by indigence are usually debarred from the comforts

of life, when they happen to obtain temporary abundance.

New Jersey became a scene of robbery, disorder, and

i
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licentiousness. The Americans, while they dreaded the CHAP,

force, and abhorred the cruelties of Hessians, contemned

their slavish submission to the most sordid despotism. 177B

Washington, perfectly informed of the Hessian laxitv, The Ame"
•, ricans are

projected to surprise their detachments at lrenton, and animated ,knowing the detestation and resentment with which his operations6

countrymen regarded men whom they considered as hire

lings, purchased to butcher those who had done them no

injury, encoviraged them with the hopes of punishing those

hated enemies before they should be aware of their dan

ger. In order to prevent the division at Bordenton from

affording any assistance to their countrymen at Trenton,

he despatched a body of four hundred and fiftv militia

very lightly accoutred and armed to Mount Holly, in sight

of the Hessian post, with orders not to fight, but to fly as

soon as they had provoked their enemies to advance, and

draw them to as great a distance as possible. The stra

tagem was successful : colonel Donop, who commanded

that cantonment of Hessians, with the whole of his party,

except eighty men left at the quarters, had proceeded

twelve miles from his own station, and eighteen from Tren

ton. General Washington discerned that his absence was

the fit moment for enterprise, and embraced the opportu

nity. He passed the Delaware, already almost frozen ^""li'*

over, by forcing the boats through the ice, during the siansat

night after Christmas ; and by day break on the 26th, sur- Tl-enton-

rounded the Hessian cantonment. The Germans were

thrown into the greatest astonishment and confusion, and

before they could be called to arms, Washington galled

them with a heavy fire. Rhalle, the Hessian commander,

assembled a considerable number of his troops, and was

beginning to charge the enemy with great courage, when

he received a mortal wound, on which his soldiers refused

to continue the battle, and surrendered themselves prison

ers of war. The number of killed and wounded was con- Conquest,

siderable, but the prisoners amounted to nearly a thousand, o-njfsuc-

This success proved very advantageous to the American cess-

cause, as it revived the spirits of the soldiers, and coope

rated with the address of the congress, to encourage and

stimulate the people. The Americans had particularly

dreaded the Hessians, on account of their known warlike
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CHAP, discipline ; but from seeing so many of them taken pri-

soners, their fears greatly decreased. The general and

l776 congress, with great judgment, paraded the prisoners

through the streets of Philadelphia and other populous

places, and thus promoted in the people a disposition to

enlist. Notwithstanding this advantage, general Wash

ington did not choose to encamp on the east side of the

Delaware ; he had not the smallest doubt that with such

a superior force as he possessed, general Howe would re-

occupy the posts in Jersey, and even cross the Delaware.

Instead, however, of attempting to regain the position

which was thus lost, the general directed colonel Donop

to abandon his situation, and retire to Princeton. Wash

ington, encouraged by movements so very different from

what he apprehended, again crossed the river, and marched

to Trenton at the head of four thousand men. It was now

believed that general Howe would have taken the field im

mediately, but these expectations proved unfounded. In

stead of marching with the main army, he sent lord Corn-

wallis to take command of the detachment in Jersey, while

he himself remained quiet at New York. Lord Corn-wallis no sooner arrived, than he marched to attack the

enemy at Trenton. General Washington's object was to

fatigue, harass, and distress the king's troops, without

hazarding a battle. On the approach of the British de

tachment, therefore, he retired from the town, posting

himself on some high grounds in the neighbourhood, and

there seemed resolved to wait the assault of the enemy.

Lord Cornwallis determined to force the post of the ene

my ; but the next morning, Washington, leaving his fires

burning, and picquets advanced, retreated in profound

silence ; and taking a circuitous route, marched with a

design to surprise a British detachment at Princeton, con

sisting of the seventeenth, fortieth, and fifty-fifth regi

ments, under lieutenant colonel Mawhood. This corps

was preparing to follow lord Cornwallis, when Washing

ton made his appearance, about sunrise. Mawhood im

mediately concluded that the American general was retreat

ing from lord Cornwallis, and that by obstructing his

march, he might afford the British troops from Trenton

time to arrive. A foggy morning, and thick woods, pre-
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vented him from discovering the number of the enemy : CHAP,

under these mistakes he resolved to hazard an action ; the ^^^^^

fortieth regiment, which had not been included in the or- 1776

ders to march, was behind at Princeton ; and to that Gallant ac-

corps he sent immediate orders to join his party. Mean- Mawhood.

while the battle began, and a heavy discharge of British

artillery did considerable execution ; the seventeenth regi

ment rushed forwards with fixed bayonets, and a dreadful

slaughter ensued. The fifty-fifth and fortieth were not

sufficiently advanced to support their fellow soldiers. Se

veral, by their ardour, severed from the rest of the de

tachment ; the seventeenth, notwithstanding the great su

periority of numbers, cut their way through the enemy,

and retreated to Brunswick, with a loss of near one half of

their number. The exploit of the seventeenth, just re

corded, was considered as one of the most gallant atchieve-

ments during the war. The field officers being all absent,

captain Scott, who led the regiment, received just and

very high applause for his conduct : the loss of the Ame

ricans, from the valour of that corps, was very consider

able. Lord Cornwallis, discovering the retreat of the ene

my, hastened to pursue them ; but Washington, though

he kept so near the British troops as to give them full em

ployment, did not hazard an engagement. The troops of

Cornwallis, being broken with the toilsome warfare, he

was obliged to retire to Brunswick to refresh his corps,

and wait for the arrival of assistance from the commander

in chief. Washington, meanwhile, overran Jersey, seized

the principal towns, and secured the posts on the Dela

ware, by which means he commanded an easy passage for

himself whenever it should be expedient to recross that

river.

The conduct and event of these wintsr operations

proved very different from what the friends of Britain

expected, and the provincials apprehended. It was con

ceived, that the general would have acted at the head of

his whole combined armv, instead of remaining unem

ployed himself, and parcelling his troops out in a great

number of detachments. If, instead of preserving his

force concentrated, and pressing forward on the enemy

with its whole impulse, they must be spread into such a
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XVU. the enemy ought to have been the strongest, whereas they

were the weakest. The Americans, with reason, dreaded

that they would be overwhelmed by the British army ;

directed by the conduct, and encouraged by the example

of its commander in chief to activity and enterprise, but

they found they had only to contend with partial detach

ments, while the main force and the general himself were

stationary and inactive. The army of Washington did

not amount to seven thousand militia, the army of gene

ral Howe to twenty-eight thousand disciplined troops :

during six months, from the middle of this winter to the

middle of the following summer, Washington remained

upon the Delaware, within thirty miles of the British head

quarters, without any attempts to dislodge him from his

posts, or to proceed to the great object of the war.

Operations The plan of the campaign under general Carleton was,

on the as wc have seen, to drive the enemy from Canada, and

afterwards proceed by the lakes to the northwestern parts

of the province of New York, that he might cooperate

with the main army, and have it in his power to invade

either the northern or middle colonies as occasion might

require ; that thus they could separate the southern from

the northern provinces, enclose New York between the

two armies, and thereby compel those provincials to sur

render at discretion. We left the British generals at the

capture of fort St. Johns in the end of June ; there an

armament was prepared for crossing lake Champlain, in

order to besiege Crown Point, and Ticonderoga. The

Americans had a considerable fleet on lake Champlain,

whereas the British had not a single vessel. It was ne

cessary, in order to gain a superiority, to prepare thirty

fishing sloops, and to equip them with cannon. The ge

neral used every effort to procure the requisite naval

force : the largest of the vessels were brought from Eng

land, and were afterwards obliged to be taken in pieces

and reconstructed, in order to answer their purpose upon

the lake. It was necessary also to transport over land,

and drag up the rapid current of St. Therese and St.

Johns, with thirty long boats, a great number of flat
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boats of great burden, a gondola weighing thirty tons, CHAP,

and about four hundred batteaux. Notwithstanding the *-

difficulty of the undertaking, and the complexity of the

labour and impediments, such was the ardour and activity

of the British troops that it was finished in three months.

By this time, however, the season was far advanced ; not

only lake Champlain and lake George were to be encoun

tered, and an unknown force on each subdued, and Crown

Point and Ticonderago captured ; but, after these difficul

ties were overcome, a wild and desolate country covered

with intricate forests, indented with swamps and morasses,

was to be pervaded, in order to arrive at Albany, and

open a communication with general Howe. October was

begun before the fleet was ready to oppose the Americans on

lake Champlain : the naval force consisted of the Infk xirble, which was reconstructed at St. Johns in twenty-eight

days, and mounted eighteen twelve-pounders ; one schoo

ner mounting fourteen, and another twelve six-pounders ;

a flatbottomed batteau, carrying six twenty-four, and

the same number of twelve-pounders, besides howitzers ;

and a gondola, with seven nine-pounders : twenty gun

boats, carrying either field pieces, or howitzers, were fur

nished in the same manner. There was besides a great

number of large boats for transporting the troops, provi

sions, stores, and other necessaries." The American

force was by no means equal to the British : they had.

made the most skilful use of their materials, but they

wanted timber and artillery : their fleet amounted to fif

teen vessels, commanded by Arnold. On the 1 tth of

October, the British fleet, conducted by captain Pringle,

and under the general direction of Carleton, discovered

the armament of the enemy posted to defend the- passage

bet ween the island of Valicour and the western main. An

engagement commenced, and continued on both sides for

several hours with great intrepidity : the unfavouraMe-

ness of the wind prevented the chief ships of the Br itish

from taking a share in the fight. Night approaching, it

was thought prudent to discontinue the action ; they were

accordingly withdrawn, but not before the strongest of

the enemy's ships was run aground, and one. of their gon-

x See Gazettes.

Vol. II. N
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CHAP dolas sunk. Arnold, sensible of the insufficiency of his
XVII • •
^^^^ strength, retreated during the night : the British fleet

1776. pursued them the next day, and the day following ; and

the wind being favourable for bringing all the ships into

action, overtook them a few leagues from Crown Point*

The American commander, unable to avoid an engage

ment, made the best disposition which his force permitted :

about noon the battle began, and continued with great fury

for two hours ; but at length the superior force and skill of

the British prevailed. The provincials burnt several of

the ships, to prevent them from falling into the hands of

the English. On the 15th of October the British fleet

anchored off Crown Point, and the enemy retired to Ti-

Growa conderago. General Carleton remained at Crown Point

Veo, till the third of November ; and as the winter was com

mencing, he did not think it advisable to besiege Ticonde-

rago. Some of his officers wished the attempt to have

been made immediately on his arrival at Crown Point.

The distance was only fifteen miles, and the garrison,

they conceived would not hold out ten days against the

British force. General Carleton, however, thought the

capture of that place might be attended with considerable

loss, while the benefit arising from it would be immaterial

during the current campaign, because so late in the sea

son they could not think of entering upon lake George,

and proceeding to Albany. From the difficulty of sub

sistence, a garrison could not easily be maintained during

the winter ; and thus, though taken, it would be neces-

1,"tdev*cu" sary to evacuate it again, and leave it to the enemy.Though these arguments did not convince the other offi

cers, yet they determined general Carleton to reembark

the army, and return to St. Johns ; whence he distributed

his army into winter quarters.

re'ulTof Thus of the three great objects of the campaign of

th^oam- 1776* the southtrn expedition totally failed, and the other

P*'Sn- two were t,ut partially obtained. The Canadian arma

ment achieved only the reduction of Crown Point : gen

eral Howe acquired possession of Long Island, and New

York, with part of the Jerseys. His operations had very

little impaired the resources of the enemy ; on the other

hand, by allowing them to gain unexpected advantages,



 

he had animated hope, inspirited courage, promoted firm- CHAP.

ness and unanimity, and afforded them a fair prospect of

ultimate success. I7;6

During this year the American privateers were I>epred»-

. tions of

extremely active and successful. The West India islands, American

as had been predicted, were in great distress by the inter- I,r,vl'U:e,*•

elusion of commerce with America. The most essential

necessaries of life, especially Indian corn, the principal

food of the negroes and of the poor and laborious whites,

had risen from three to four times the customary price.

Slaves, next in importance and necessity, were not to be

procured in sufficient quantity for any sum ; and other

wants and distresses multiplied. In this period of cala

mity, a conspiracy was formed for an insurrection of

negroes in Jamaica, most of the soldiers having been

drafted to America. One hundred and twenty sail of

merchantmen were about to depart for Europe, and the

conspirators had fixed on their departure as the proper

time for carrying the plot into execution, as the island

would then be still more defenceless. The conspiracy

was brought to light a few days before the fleet actually

sailed, and the ships were retained until it was effectually

crushed, and order restored. This detention w;:s after

wards attended with very ruinous effects. The Ameri

can privateers had, during the former part of the summer,

been very active and successful ; and as the increase of

captures enlarged the capitals of the adventurers for more

distant enterprises, they extended the scene of their depre

dations. A considerable part of this rich fleet fell into

the hands of the provincials ; and encouraged by such an

acquisition, they afterwards sent cruisers to the West

Indies, which captured many other ships. The planters

and merchants were almost ruined by the complicated

evils that resulted to them from the war. The mer

chants who had traded to America, continued to be great

sufferers, not only by the loss of trade, but by the deten

tion of their property which was no longer remitted. To

wards the end of the year, American ships infested die

coasts of Europe, and seizing the British traders distress

ed other merchants. The provincial privateers found

refuge, protection, and encouragement from France, not

withstanding the professions of amity.
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CHAP. XVIII.

British nation still favourable to coercive measures—vari

ous causes of this diposition.—Conspiracy and trial of

John the Painter.'—Meeting of parliament.—King's

speech—debate.—Motion for a revision of acts obnoxious

to the Americans, in conformity to general Howe's pro

clamation—rejected—secession of members.—Letters of

marque, —Reprisal bill.—Billfor seizing suspected

persons ; in which lord Norlh, wishing to please both par

ties, satisfies neither.—Important amendments, through

Mr. Dunning, passed.—Affairs of India—nabob of Ar-

cot, council of Madras, and rajah of Tanjore.—Lord

Pigot sent out—conspiracy against him, executed by co-

lone! Stuart—proceedings thereon in the India house-

in Parliament—seceding members return—lord Chatha/n,s

motion for terminating the war—rejected—difference of

opinion among opposition concerning American indepen

dence.—Unexpected demandfrom Hesse Cassel.—Proro

gation of parliament.

DESTRUCTIVE as the manifold losses which

x - we have been relating were to the mercantile interest, yet

^"v^* the nation in general continued favourable to the war.

The nation The declaration of independence separated from the cause

is still fa

vourable to
of the Americans persons who had before regarded them

the war. a?, oppressed and suffering fellow-subjects : these now con-

causesof tended that the question no longer was, " Have our breth-

tiiis dispo- u ren been well or ill treated ? but shall we not reduce our

smon

declared enemies r As long as they acknowledged them-

" selves subjects of the British constitution, we wished them

" to enjoy all the rights and privileges which our excellent

" politv confers and secures; but now they have renounced

" connexion, and declared hostility to this country, we, as

" Britons, must oppose the enemies of Britain." By this

species of reasoning, extended farther than the subject of

-lhk" analogy justified, they interred, that the parental au-
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thority extended to the control of the property eventually CHAP,

acquired by the children through their own ability, indus-

trv, and skill. The asserted ingratitude they enhanced,

bv alleging, that the preceding war was commenced and

carried on for the sake of these colonies, and that they

were debtors to Us lor all those efforts by which we had

vanquished the enemy, and secured our American settle

ments. No arguments were more frequently repeated by

the censurers of American resistance, than this charge of

ingratitude j the weight of which so obviously depends,

not on the benefit conferred, but on the motives for ren

dering the service. The hostilities that commenced in

1755, arose on one side from a determination to prevent

France from being aggrandized at our expense, and to re

press encroachments upon colonies which were so benefi

cial to Britain. The consideration of filial duty led to pa

rental dignity as well as claims ; zeal for the maintenance

of British authority and supremacy induced many a loyal

and patriotic subject to reprobate the Americans; and not

doubting that our demands were founded in right, and

conducive to honour, they did not examine .whether this

assertion of our alleged rights would not be overbalanced

by the expense and danger of the contest ; and in spite of

the experience which they had already received in the

course of two very costly years, still regarded the reduc

tion of the colonies as a profitable object. The ministerial

system they conceived would greatly diminish our national

burdens : on a balance of accounts, we should find our

selves gainers by the war; besides those who from public

motives approved of the contest, there were not wanting

men who supported it from private interest; the certainty,

or believed probability, of acquiring lucrative contracts, or

other profits from the war, which they could not expect in

peace. The multitude were, as usual, directed by autho

rity : the greater number of peers, and of the principal

gentry, were staunch supporters of the ministry; and, in

addition to their immediate dependents connected with

them bv the ties of interest, there were many more who,

either from attachment, admiration of rank and fortune, or

vanity,*- were influenced by their opinions, followed their

example, praised the measures and conduct of ministry,
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CHAP, and reviled the Americans and the British opponents of

XA "' administration. Great numbers felt resentment and indig-

iJ76 nation at the ingratitude and insolence which they imputed

to the colonists, for resisting such reasonable demands of

their benefactors, under whose fostering care they had

been reared to their present strength : they formed analo

gies from the returns incumbent in filial duty for parental

affection, and support bestowed in the days of inability te

provide for themselves. From these various causes, and

probably others, a large majority of the people of all ranks

at this time approved of the American war throughout the

nation. Those wha still continued to censure the com

pulsory system that had been adopted towards the colonies,

if far less numerous, were by no means deficient in respecta

bility ; among these, besides the partisans of parliamentary

opposition, were some of the chief gentlemen and a great

number of the smaller landholders in English counties; a

considerable portion of independent merchants, who nei

ther possessed nor expected contracts from government,

and found commerce injured by the war; manufacturers in

similar circumstances; protestant dissenters, the ardent

friends of civil and religious liberty, who carried their zeal

perhaps farther than was consistent with order; the ablest

of English counsellors who held no office under govern

ment, but who, relying on personal efforts, and having no

motives to be expectants of donatives, free and indepen

dent by their talents, were the friends of constitutional

liberty. Literary men did not then constitute so numerous

a class as they have since become : lord North, a scholar

and a man of taste, was a friend to literature, and some

of the ablest writers, and many of subordinate rank, were

patronized by the court; though individuals of superior

celebrity were adverse to the measures of government, yet

authors, as a body, could not be said to be hostile to a min

istry which held genius and learning in high estimation.

The clergy of England were in general friendly to admin

istration : of the Scottish church, except a few, by office,

sinecure, or pension, connected with government, the men

of most ability and influence were inimical to the stamp

act, and all the subsequent proceedings of the compulsory

system ; and though they did not justify the wisdom of



REIGN OF GEORGE III. 95

th£ American declaration of independence, yet imputed it ChAP.

to the united rashness, violence, and weakness of the Bri- SJ^I!|^

tish cabinet. From continued contrariety of sentiment, a 1776

general virulence prevailed between the supporters and

eensurers of the ministerial system ; and to the charge of

erroneous reasoning, the parties very often reciprocally

added the accusation of corrupt and even flagitious mo

tives, by which there is no evidence, and little probability,

that the greater number of either side were actuated. An

incident which happened about this time caused very great

alarm through the kingdom, produced very contrary con

structions from the opposite parties, and from both, as far

as we have any evidence, interpretations very different

from the truth.

■f.. Near the close of this year, the ropehouse at Ports- Conspiracy

mouth was set on fire, and the perpetrator, when disco- johndll

vered, exhibited a singular instance of human depravity : printer,

this was James Aitken, destined to immortal infamy

under the name of John the Painter. According to his

•wn confession, this man, though only four-and-twenty

years of age, had committed a surprising number and va

riety of atrocious acts, with a secresy which long escap

ed detection, with a perseverance which manifested a

firmness and constancy of enormity rarely to be found in

the annals oi crimes, and with a machination that displayed

a very considerable portion of ingenuity. Totally unsocial

in his villany, he by solitary guilt precluded an usual source

ef impeachment in the confession of accomplices, and at

last incurred by circumstantial evidence the long merited

punishment which from his insolated wickedness no direct

testimony could sanction. Aitken was born in Edinburgh,

and bred a painter ; of a melancholy temper, a gloomy dis

position, and ardent passions, he had a strong propensity

to vice, and sought his own sole gratification. Having

no pleasure in the converse of other men, he found no

charms in convivial profligacy and associated turpitude.

Very early in life he had been seized with a desire of

wandering, and exploring in other countries the means and

opportunities of wickedness. About three years before

this time he had betaken himself to America, where he

had imbibed a mortal antipathy to his country, and form-
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ed the extravagant design of subverting the government,,

and destroying the nation which he so much abhorred,

He projected to annihilate the maritime force of England,

as well as her internal riches and strength, by burning the

royal dockyards, the principal trading cities and towns,

with their respective shipping. He traversed the kingdom

to discover the state and accessibility of the several docks,

and found them in general not rigidly guarded : he took

great pains to construct fire-works, machines, and combus

tibles : he attempted the great hemphouse at Portsmouth7

but failed : he succeeded in setting fire to the ropehouse,

and having immediately set off for London, from Ports-

downrhill feasted his diabolical malignity with contem

plating the dreadful conflagration, which from its prodi

gious appearance he imagined to have extended to all the

docks, magazines, and buildings. He made similar

attempts at Plymouth and at Bristol, but fortunately with

out success. In pervading the country to execute his

designs, he committed robberies, burglaries, and rapes.

At last, some intimation of his conduct, with a description

of his person, reached the chief police magistrate, sir

John Fielding, and he was apprehended for a burglary.

No evidence appearing to establish the charge, he was

on the point of beingdismissed, when some circumstances

excited a suspicion against him as an incendiary : being

examined by the privy council and the lords of the admi

ralty, he behaved with great caution and presence of mind,

and baffled all their attempts to discover the truth. At

last another painter sent to him in confinement, insinua

ted himself into his confidence and procured an acknow

ledgment .of designs and acts which proved eventually a

clue to the whole labyrinth of his guilt. He was tried

at Portsmouth, and the chain of circumstances being so

strong as to prevent the possibility of doubt, though he

himself displayed great ingenuity, acuteness. and dexte

rity, in rebutting obvious inferences, the jury, without lea

ving the court, adjudged him guilty. Finding death

inevitable, he made a full confession of his manifold ini

quities, and acknowledged the justness, of his condemna

tion. In detailing his own acts, he asserted that going

to Paris., he had informed Mr. Silas Dean, an agent
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from America, of his project to burn the English docks, CH^P,

and had been promised a great reward if he should execute

his attempts. 1776

The facts and circumstances brought to light by or

through this miscreant gave full scope to the rage and

virulence of both parties. Supporters of the ministerial

system attributed the acts of Aitken to the instigation of

American and republican partisans within the kingdom ;

their opponents, no less bigotted, considered the alleged

discoveries as the'inventions or exaggerations of tories, in

order to bring whigs and liberty into discredit. There

was not the smallest shadow of probability that either par

ty was concerned with John the Painter, or was any farther

to blame than for credulity and illiberal comments. Vari

ous hypotheses, however, respecting this despicable per

son, constituted the principal subject of discussion, decla

mation and invective, to the inferior adherents both of min

isters and opposition for several months ; so readiiy do

the zealous votaries of party believe improbable stories,

and adopt absurd opinions, when agreeable to their favour

ite notions.

On the 31st of October parliament assembled. His Meeting of

majesty's speech informed them, that so daring and des- ment*"

perate was now the spirit of American leaders, whose ob- The king's

ject had always been dominion and power, that they had 1)660

openly renounced all allegiance to the crown, and all poli

tical connexion with the country, rejected with indignity

and insult our offers of conciliation, and had presumed to

set up their rebellious confederacies as independent com

munities. Were American treason suffered to take root,

it would prove pernicious to the loyal colonies, to the com

merce and political interests of the kingdom,, and to the

present system of all Europe. One advantage to be ex

pected from the open avowal of this object, would be at

home the general prevalence of unanimity, and a convic

tion that the measures pursued by government were neces

sary. The events of the campaign afforded the strongest

hopes of ultimate success ; but the delays unavoidable in

commencing operations, prevented the progress from be

ing complete. Other courts continued to assure the king

of their amicable dispositions ; nevertheless, in the present

Vol. II. O
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CHAP, situation of affairs, it was expedient to put the kingdom in

^^r^j a respectable state of defence. He regretted the expense

i776 necessarily attendant on our present situation, but doubted

not that the commons would cheerfully grant the supplies

that might be wanted for such momentous purposes. His sole

object was to promote the true interest of all his subjects;

no people ever lived under a milder government, or en

joyed more happiness, than the revolted colonies, as was

demonstrated by their population, arts, wealth, and the

strength by sea and land, which now gave them confidence

to contend with the mother country. Addresses being

framed according to the usual form of complimentary re

petition, produced very vehement debates, and motions of

amendment diametrically opposite to the original proposi-

Debafe. tions. The opponents of ministers asserted, that the dis

affection and revolt of a whole people could not have taken

place without error or misconduct in their former rulers ;

they repeated their objections to the present system of

measures, imputed to them pernicious effects, and con

tended that nothing could restore Britain and America to

their former happy state and relations, but a total change

both of counsels and counsellors. Nothing could be more

inconsistent with a proper spirit in parliament, than an at

tempt to bend British subjects to an abject unconditional

submission to any power whatever ; to annihilate their li

berties, and subdue them to servile principles and passive

habits by means of foreign mercenaries. Amidst the ex

cesses (it was said) which have happened, we ought to

respect the spirit and principles which so evidently bear

an exact analogy to those that supported the most valuable

part of our own constitution. The speech had asserted.

that the prosperous state of America was owing to the

mild government and fostering protection of Britain : they

admitted the proposition, but a necessary consequence of

the truth was, that those who had wantonly changed so

beneficial a system deserved the severest censure. The

Americans had been charged with implicitly obeying arbi

trary leaders : Who were these tyrants ? In no country of

great population and power was there so near an equality

between individuals, or so little of dependence ; in situa

tions, wherein labou- vas extremely productive even to
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the lowest operator, a very moderate share of industry eHAP

produced an ample subsistence, and removed the cause x^111.

•which in other countries so often rendered the lower classes

retainers to some patron in the higher. As the general

prevalence of independent and easy subsistence precluded

the necessity of abject submission to wealth, the want of

nobility prevented the authority annexed in other countries

to rank and title. The provincials had no motives to yield

to the authority of adventitious distinctions: Mr. Han

cock, their civil president, was a plain merchant, of fair

character, who possessed no influence over the people be

yond that which arose from the trouble caused by British

administration. Mr. Washington was a country gentle

man of a great landed estate, such as several private gen

tlemen possess in every county in England; respectable in

his own district, but little known beyond its limits before

the situation of his country called him from obscurity.

Others, now most eminent in the field and congress, would

have been still more obscure, had not the oppressive acts

of Britain stimulated the public exertion of their abilities :

in circumstances rendering resistance necessary to preserve

their liberties, they naturally reposed their chief confidence

in virtue and ability ; they acknowledged the power of ta

lents and qualifications ; listened to the advice which they

thought wisest and most patriotic, from their own dele

gates and agents ; and followed their counsels with a wil

ling ratification, and not an extorted obedience. The per

sons represented by ministers as governing the Americans

with despotical tyranny, were no other than their own of

ficers and servants, appointed by their will, and remove-

able at their pleasure. The conciliatory offers, in themselves

totally inadequate to the case, had not been brought for

ward until the whole system declaring them rebels and

enemies, and denouncing the vengeance due to such, had

full time and scope for operation. The amicable and pa

cific professions of other powers deserved no reliance,

while they were really assisting the Americans, and mak

ing powerful preparations both by sea and land. Respect

ing the required unanimity, ministers could not be seriouac*

" We (continued their opponents) predicted the mis*Kiefi

" which have since actually arisen, because. we ren^WJtfted^ ,
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XVIII.

1770.

ministerial proceedings as pernicious ; and though they

have really proved more fatal than we represented, yet

we are called upon to give our approbation and support."

Ministers contended, that " the American declara

tion of independence had entirely destroyed the grounds

on which they had been formerly supported in parlia

ment. Our colonies enabled us to hold a principal place

among the chief powers of Europe ; deprived of these

settlements, we should be reduced to a state of humilia

tion and dependence. Should we ingloriously relinquish

our present situation, or by a vigorous exertion retain

our usual power and splendour ? Besides interest and

safety, indignation and resentment ought to rouse the

British spirit to chastise the ingratitude and insolence of

the American rebels. Though the atrociousness of their

crimes would justify any severity of punishment, it was

still wished to treat them with lenity, when brought to

a knowledge of their condition, and a sense of their

duty. Designing and ambitious leaders never could

have succeeded in instigating the Americans to hostility

and a declaration of independence, if their disobedient

and rebellious spirit had not been fomented and nourish

ed by aspiring and factious men in this country, who

sacrificed loyalty and patriotism to their own selfish and

unjustifiable projects. The opponents of ministers in

parliament having hitherto avowedly regulated their con

duct on the supposition that the Americans never de

signed or even desired independence, were now bound

to support, with the utmost vigour, measures necessary

for their reduction." The votes in favour of ministry

were nearly as numerous as usual, but in debate the ani

mation of their friends was not so ardent ; the hopes of an

immediate reduction of America they saw were not ful

filled j another campaign must be encountered, very great

expense must be incurred, and foreign powers would pro

bably interfere in the protracted contest.

The declaration of American independence placed the

supporters of the colonists in a situation never before

fcnown in the history of parliament ; the Americans were

no longer fellow-subjects complaining of grievances, but a

separate state engaged in hostilities with this country.
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Parliamentary annals do not before this session afford an CHAP.

instance of a party in our senate avowedly defending the yJ^O^^

cause of a power with which our country was at war, with 1776

the approbation of both the senate and nation. Members

m:iy have censured either the impolicy or precipitancy of

intended hostilities^, but after they were actually com

menced, have abstained from such opposition, as tending

to inspirit the enemy, and to dishearten their country

men. They have objected to specific plans for carrying

on the war, and censured instances of rash or feeble exe

cution ; but their animadversions were confined to manage

ment without extending to origin : they showed themselves

aware that when a powerful state is once involved in a

war, the only effectual means of honourable and secure

extrication are vigorous efforts ; but the opponents of min

isters at this period took a different course, and however

prudent and just their exertions might be while they tended

to avert war, they became much more questionable in point

of expediency, from the time that the colonies separated

themselves from the mother country.

A few days after the introductory debate, lord John Motion for

Cavendish having produced a copy of the proclamation ofacts"b-

issued by lord Howe and his brother on the capture of noxious to

-T ,- , 11. r • • tne Ameri-
New York, proposed that in conformity to its promises, cans, inthe house should resolve itself into a committee for revi- conformity

to general

sing the acts by which the Americans thought themselves Howe-s

aggrieved. Ministers replied, that the proffered redress Son?'3'"*"

of grievances was intended only for those who should re

turn to their duty. A disavowal of independence and an

acknowledgment of British supremacy were requisite, on

the part of the colonies, before any conciliatory measures

could be adopted by Britain. The proclamation was per

fectly conformable to the general spirit of all our proceed

ings ; sanctioned by great majorities in parliament, it as

sured protection and the maintenance of their constitutional

rights to those who should return to their duty, but vin

dicated the authority and dignity of this country. To

revise and repeal laws with a view to redress the grievan-

y In the Dutch war undertaken by the mean and profligate Charles, not

merely a party, but the parliament and nation were averse to hostilities.
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CHAP, ces of a people, who, denying the authority of such laws,

^^^^ could not be aggrieved by their existence, would be grossly

17rfi- absurd and nugatory. If they persisted in their renunci

ation of dependence, there was no doubt, from our force

and our recent successes, that we could soon reduce them

to submission. Although the ministerial argument, that

it was absurd to debate upon the degree of authority to be

exercised over men who denied the asserted right of exer

cising any, was fair ; yet their assertion, that this procla

mation offered no more than preceding acts of the legisla

ture and executive government, was not equally just ; be

fore, they had promised amnesty to unconditional submis

sion ; in this paper they had proposed a condition, in

compliance with which a revision of obnoxious laws and a

redress of grievances were proffered. In the course of

the debate, ministers, though they agreed in opposing the

motion, took different grounds. Lord North dwelt chiefly

on conciliation, which he appeared to think the commis

sioners might effectuate : lord George Germaine, and

other speakers, trusted chiefly to compulsion, as the only

means of driving out of them their spirit of independence.

Opposition did not fail to observe and mention their diver

sity, which, indeed, had very frequently been discovered ;

but that body itself, without harmony and system, not

withstanding the great abilities of several members, and

the extraordinary powers of some, did not so effectually

counteract the schemes of ministers, as it might have done

by unanimity and concert. In debating this question, the

speeches of opposition rather indicated than showed the

difference of opinion concerning American independence,

which afterwards became manifest. and even produced a

political schism among the opponents of the North admin

istration. Mr. Burke and the Rockingham party early

intimated a wish to treat with America without question

ing her independence : Mr. Fox had joined opposition

through no party connexion, but chiefly associated with

Mr. Burke and his political friends, and adopted many of

their principles and doctrines ; he agreed to this opinion,

avowed it with his usual openness, and supported it with

his usual force. Mr. Dunning, colonel Barre, lords Camb-

den, Shelburne, and Temple, and others connected with

i
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the earl of Chatham, wished to treat with America, but CHAP,

to maintain the supremacy of Britain. vJ^v-s,

After the rejection of this motion, many of the mi- 1776

nority especially of the Rockingham party, withdrew from Secession

the house when any question respecting America was dis- bcrs.

cussed ; they attended on ordinary business, but when that

was despatched, retired. They said they were wearied

with opposing reason and argument to power and numbers

without any effect. This secession was by no means ap

proved by opposition in general, many even loudly blamed

such proceedings. A member of parliament, they asserted,

consistent with his duty, cannot withdraw himself from the

business of parliament, merely from an opinion that he will

be outyoted, and ought not thence to infer that his attend

ance must be useless ; though by vigilance they did not pro

cure a majority, they were not without effect, as by dis

covering land exposing the absurdity and mischievous

tendency of measures, they could often modify, if they did

not prevent, pernicious laws and counsels. Some acknow

ledged, that the whole body of the minority might secede

jointly but that members ought not to absent themselves

separately ; and in support of this opinion they rather quo

ted precedents than adduced arguments. In 1738, Mr.

pitt, and the whole opposition to sir Robert Walpole, had on

the ratification of the Spanish convention, absented them

selves from parliament. The defenders of individual

secession contended, that, in cases of imminent danger to

the constitution, such conduct might operate as a call to

the nation, and awaken the people to a real sense of their

condition : its assailants insisted, that whoever was fit for

being an useful member of parliament, must derive his

utility not from inaction but from effort ; that by his pre

sence he might lessen the evil of hurtful propositions, though

he could not amend them by his absence. They appealed

to experience to prove the beneficial amendments which

ministerial motions often underwent from the strictures of

opposition, so as to he rendered more innocent before they

passed into laws.

After the proposed revision of obnoxious acts, no po

litical question of material magnitude engaged the attention

of parliament until the expiration of the Christmas recess.
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CHAP, In the beginning of February, a bill was introduced by lord.

XV) II. North, for granting letters of marque and reprisals against

I7-7 American ships, which passed the bouse of commons with-

Letters of out opposition ; in the house of lords it underwent the

an(Trepri- small alteration of inserting the word permission instead of

sal bill. marque, the latter being supposed applicable only to

foreign enemies.

Another bill proposed soon after by the minister,

excited severe animadversion in parliament, and great

alarm among the people ; this was a law to enable his ma

jesty to secure and detain persons suspected of treason,

seiziiig.sus committed either in America or on the high seas, or accused

picious of piracy. By the bill, persons so charged or suspected

pe ns, were iiaD]e t0 De imprisoned in a common gaol or any other

place of confinement within his majesty's dominions, there

to remain without either bail, or the privilege of demand

ing a trial to ascertain the charges. The law was to compre

hend crimes supposed to be generated in these realms,

though committed abroad, and the penalties were to extend

to all at home, by whom they should be suspected to be

suggested or encouraged. The law was to continue in

force for a year ; and thus any man asserted to be suspected

of these crimes might at the pleasure of ministers, be de

tained in prison at home, or even sent to our foreign set

tlements ; deprived of his liberty, or doomed to banish

ment, without any investigation of his case. E very-

British subject might be alleged to be an object of suspi

cion ; his liberty therefore, the enjoyment of his friends

and native country, the exercise of his talents, industry

and skill, might depend upon the permission of admin

istration. Mr. Dunning first discovered, and exposed

the nature and tendency of this proposition : it might,

he proved, operate not only as a suspension of the

habeas corpus, but as a temporary banishment to per

sons against whom there was no evidence of criminal

conduct. It was contrary to the spirit of laws and a

free constitution, ' founded in arbitrary principles, and

fitted to produce tyrannical consequences : these posi

tions he established by a recital of its various provisions,

and an enumeration of its obvious effects. The strongest

objections being already adduced, Mr. Fox followed the
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probable operation of the law through a great variety of CHAP,

cases, and by his luminous eloquence illustrated its injus- J^^^

tice and impolicy. Recurring to its principle, he inferred i77?.

it to be an index of a general design long formed for,

changing the constitution of this country, and executed as

opportunities served, circumstances suited, and power in

creased. To support their motion, ministers employed the

usual topics; in dangerous situations it is necessary to

strengthen the hands of government, and impossible to

carry on public business withoat delegating power to the

crown, which would be improper in seasons of tranquillity.

The apprehensions from the operation implied a want of

that confidence in ministers, without which they could not

perform their official duties ; should the authority intrust

ed to the executive government for a specific and indispen

sable purpose be abused, the means of redress were easy ;

parliament could not only withhold future reliance, but

prosecute past malversation. To these common arguments,

the luminaries of the law and eloquence urged their ob- -jections with a force which lord North saw it was in vain

to combat ; he was . moreover informed that great fears

were entertained by the people from the proposed law :

to satisfy all parties, his characteristic dexterity gave, such

an explanation of his purposes, as permitted a very mate

rial change in the bill. Perceiving the minister begin to

relax, Mr. Dunning offered two amendments; the one cir

cumscribing the objects, the other the penalties of the law.

After a long discussion, it was agreed that the bill should

extend to none who were not out of the kingdom when

the offences were committed, and that the confinement

should be in no part of his majesty's dominions but within

this realm. Lord North, in admitting these changes, de

clared that the present state of the bill corresponded with

his principles and objects ; and that he was sorry if any

ambiguity of expression excited a different opinion : he

hoped the present correction would satisfy gentlemen

in opposition, and that the law would meet universal ap

probation. While the minister thus strove to please both

parties, he, as is usually the case, satisfied neither ; oppo

sition thought he conceded too little, many of the ministe

rial party that he conceded too much ; and that t© render

Vol. II. P

/



106
HISTORY OF THE

CHaP, the bill agreeable to his political adversaries, he deviated

"Will . ...
v-^-Nr>w, from the intent with which it was designed by his coad-

1777. jutors. Lord North, indeed, often rendered it evident,

that on very important questions he either did not origin

ally agree with some of his own colleagues, or that, in the

progress of a discussion, he fluctuated between contrary

opinions. His education had rendered him a tory ; his

situation and many concurrent circumstances made him the

official promoter of coercion, but his temper and disposi

tion inclined him to mildness and conciliation. If any of

his measures were imperious or arbitrary, their severity

and harshness arose, not from a mind dictatorial and tvran

nical, but too yielding and indulgent, and which, from

excessive pliancy, too often gave way to understandings

The bill is far inferior to his own. The bill, with the alterations,

passed. passed the house of commons; and being carried to the

peers, occasioned neither debate nor amendment. The

peers of opposition absented themselves so generally, that

the only protesting opponent was lord Abingdon.

The attention of the nation for several years had been

almost solely engrossed by the American contest ; but a

transaction on the coast of Coromandel now attracted the

regard of the public to the East Indies.

The trans- At the treaty of Paris, France had been obliged to

ac.t!°|i admit Sallabat Sine as lawful soubah of the Decan ; Ma-

turned the homed Ali Cawn, as lawful nabob of the Carnatic, or of

tendon"to Arcot. This prince had ever since cultivated a very close

the affairs intercourse with the civil and military powers of the Enc;-

of India . ., - , . r

The nabob lish presidency at Madras, and resided in the fortress.

of Arcot. jje diSplayed vigorous ability, enterprise, and ambition;

and formed a considerable army, which he disciplined by

British officers. His expensive establishment and munifi

cent gifts to the company's servants, had greatly exhaust

ed his treasures ; but his donations and character acquired

an influence in the council, through which, with the assis

tance of his forces, he did not doubt that he would soon

supply the deficiencies. Accordingly a joint project was

concerted bv the nabob and his friends of the British pre

sidency ; this was an expedition to Tanjore. Fuligee,

rajah of Tanjore, was a Gentoo prince, near cape Como-

rin, whose ancestors hud never been conquered by the
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Mahomedan invaders of Hindostan: they were, however, ^yj*J*-

obliged to pay a tribute. He himself had been for many y^^^

years, and then was, in alliance with both the English and

the nabob, and held his dominions under their joint gua

rantee. When the mogul granted to the English such

extensive powers, and they formed such arrangements as

would render them most profitable, it was resolved that

Mahomed Ali Cawn should be appointed to collect a reve

nue due to his superior, and that a considerable sum should

be allowed to himself for agencv. After this nomination,

a great variety of pecuniary transactions took place between

Mahomed and the king of Tanjore. The nabob applied

to Fuligee for the revenue that was due; the rajah alleged

that he had a right to deduct sums owing to him by the

other, on the balance of their private accounts. The nabob

insisted on the immediate payment of the whole revenue,

and proposed to refer their own concerns to subsequent

consideration. Fuligee repeated his proposals for the de

duction, and pleaded his inability by any other means to

pay the demand. The nabob applied to the government

at Madras, and engaged the presidency to support, him,

by invading Tanjore with the company's forces. The

event of this convention was, that thf rajah was despoiled of

his riches, and his subjects were plundered.1 The proceeds

of this incursion amounted to about five millions sterling ;

and the chief part of the booty was divided among the

company's servants. When the news of this expedi

tion reached England, the East India directors mani

fested great displeasure against the plunderers of Tan

jore, and concerted measures for making all possible

restitution to the injured rajah. For that purpose, they

sent out as governor to Madras, lord Pigot, so highly Gord

respected for his ahje and effectual defence of it seven- India* '"

teen years before against the French ; to him the com

pany were indebted for preserving its possessions in

that part of India. His civil government was no less

distinguished than his military exploits, and his private

character procured him extensive esteem. The English

presidency, meanwhile, prepared to guard against the con-

7. \dnunl Register; 17", p. 94—110.
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cy against

<t^£ seciuences of their late acts ; and the nabob was still more
XVIII. • - I i . .. r . I • •

anxiously making provisions for not only retaining what

1777. he had already acquired, but for securing, through his

friends at Madras, the perpetual possession of the king

dom ot Tanjore. Lord Pigot arrived in the latter end of

1775, and was violently opposed by the majority of the

council and the commander in chief, in executing the pro

posed plans of reform. Notwithstanding these obstacles,

he succeeded so far as to restore the king of Tanjore to

his ancient and hereditary dominions. This act ofjustice

enraged the nabob, who, with his son, an impetuous and

daring youth, joined the most avowedly violent of their

friends in the presidency. Lord Pigot thought it of the

highest moment to send a proper officer to restore the king

of Tanjore ; but the majoritv of the council opposed the

appointment of the person whom he nominated for that

purpose, and contended that their board had a right to act,

notwithstanding the dissent of the governor. Pigot con

tended, that the governor was a part in every legal and

him," orderly act of government. His lordship finding, as he

affirmed, that the sole principle of the council was to tra

verse all his endeavours to carry the orders of the compa

ny into execution, embraced a very strong measure : hav

ing put the question, he, by his own casfing vote, suspend

ed two of the council ; and, bv his supreme authority,

put the commander in chief under arrest. Enraged at

these proceedings, the secluded members, together with

the nabob and his son, formed a plot for securing the per

son of the president, and effecting a revolution in the gov

ernment, which should place the power entirely in their

execnted own hands. Bv the confinement of sir Robert Fletcher,

by colonel , ' - . "

Swart. colonel Stuart succeeded to the immediate command ot

the forces. This gentleman was extremely intimate with

the governor, to whom he appeared warmly attached ;

nevertheless, he was closely connected with the suspended

members and their adherents. Becoming an" accomplice

in their conspiracy, he, by his military power and personal

ability, was a formidable accession to their party. Stuart

was aware that violence offered to the governor's person

by the troops within the precincts of the fortress, would

involve the actors in the capital penalties of the mutiny
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laws ; but by means of his-professed friendship, he was CHAP,

able to invent a stratagem for seizing the person of the XV1"-

governor, without incurring the legal criminalfty. On ,777

the 24th of August 1776, colonel Stuart spent the day

at the house of lord Pigot,3 and was entertained with all

the cordialitv that a host could exert to a visitant whom

he thought his sincere and affectionate friend. The guest,

complaining of the excessive heat of the fortress, and ob

serving his entertainer also affected by it, advised him to

spend the night at a villa belonging to the governor, and, as

an inducement, offered to accompany him in the excursion.

The governor being persuaded, they set out together :

when they were beyond the precincts of the fort, his lord

ship, according to the concert of his guest and professed

friend v. ith his avowed enemies, was met by an officer and

a partv of sepoys, rudelv and violentlv dragged out of

the chaise, carried prisoner to the Mount, and strongly

guarded. Public orders, signed bv the principal conspira-^tors, were issued, by which immediate death was denoun

ced on all who should attempt his rescue. The conspira

tors and their friends, under a course of legal forms, as

sumed the whole power of government. Representations

of these transactions were immediately transmitted by the

different parties to Europe ; and the nabob, who had taken

so active a share in the disturbances, sent a gentleman ashis agent both to the company and ministers. A court of Proeecd-

°# t ' t ni£s there-

proprietors having considered the business, recommended on in theto the directors to reinstate lord Pigot, and punish those boute.

who had dispossessed him of his power. The directors

were not so decided in their opinion as their constituents :

they voted indeed for the restoration of lord Pigot, and

the suspension of the conspirators from their offices ; but

they also resolved, that his lordship's conduct had been re

prehensible in several instances. When they reconsider

ed the business, it was evident that their opinions were

much farther distant from those of the proprietors, than at

first. The agents of the ruling party at Madras, and the

commissioners from the nabob, had by this time pressed

a Annual Register, 177", p. 252, 255 ; ami in detail in the evidence before

the company.
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^J^^j which weakened the professions that had produced the

l777 late resolutions. Government also had listened with such

attention to the accounts of the prevailing party, as to

have become manifestly favourable to "the opposers of lord

Pigot. On the 9th of May, the question being again dis

cussed in the India house,b it was determined that the

governor should be restored, but that he and the council of

Madras should be ordered home, and their respective con-

In parlia- duct undergo a legal scrutiny. From this determination

governor Johnstone appealed to the house of commons,

and moved for resolutions expressing, strong approbation

. of the conduct of lord Pigot, condemning the proceedings

of his opponents, and annulling the resolution. The

Theaeee- seceders were now returned to the house, and, with the

tntlie!tUPn rest of l'le partv' supporteiJ me motion of governor John-

ionse. stone. The adherents of ministry censured the conduct

of lord Pigot, as well as his opponents, and contended, that

- in such circumstances it was right and equitable to bring

both parties to England, where only a just and impartial

inquiry into their conduct could be carried into execution.

By the restoration of lord Pigot, the dignity of gov

ernment would be supported and established ; but he had

abused his trust, and violated the constitution of the com

pany, therefore his removal was equally just and necessa

ry. Opposition justified the conduct of the governor, and

insisted that the proceedings toward him amounted to an

insurrection against established government. Mr. Burke

displayed the atrocity of inferior servants tbward a supe

rior, who was promoting the honour and interests of their

mutual master ; and entered very deeply into the conduct

of the nabob of Arcot, and the corrupt and dangerous in

fluence acquired not only at Madras but in this country

by that ambitious prince. The British government had

espoused his cause, and that of his factious adherents : ad

ministration, by becoming the tools of this nabob, and

countenancing schemes destructive to the interests of the

company, had rendered it absolutely necessary for parlia

ment to interfere for the securitv and preservation of India.

fcSee proceedings of sh:: India house respecting lord Pigot.
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was negatived by a majority of only twenty-three, being J^I^

much smaller than those which usually voted for ministers.

As governor Johnstone's appeal was rejected, the resolu

tions of the India house met with no further animadversion

from parliament : an order was sent out for recalling lord

Pigot, as well as the members of the council.

On the SOth of May, the earl of Chatham made one.

effort to rescue his country from the miseries of war.

This illustrious statesman disregarded the disappointment

of his form-r attempts, and was more strongly confirmed

by the event in his reprobation of hostilities destructive to

the parties : enfeebled by age, borne down by distemper, •and supported by crutches, with a body fit only for the

bed of sickness, but a mind qualified to restore the nation

from sickness to health if it would follow his prescription,

the venerable patriot came forward to propose the salva

tion of the state by a change of counsels and of conduct.

He moved an address to the throne, representing that they Motion ot

were deeply penetrated by the misfortunes which impend- ham for

ed over the kingdom from the continuation of an unnatu- fe™"13i1-

ral war. He recommended an immediate cessation of war,

hostilities, and a removal of accumulated grievances, as

the only means of regaining the affections of our brethren,

and securing to Great Britain the commercial and politi

cal advantages of those valuable possessions. In explain

ing his general object, he unavoidably repeated statements

formerly made, and arguments frequently advanced, both

by himself and other statesmen. But he exhibited more . ,fully and circumstantially than at any preceding period,

the danger to which our discord and situation exposed us

from the house of Bourbon. This part of his speech was

a forcible, eloquent, and impressive comment on his own

text, delivered at a much earlier stage of the contest—

France and Spain are watching the maturity of

your errors. It showed with what penetrating sagacity

and enlarged comprehension of mind of which " age had

" neither dimmed the perspicacity nor narrowed the

" range0," darted into the secret counsels of our rivals.

i' See Mackintosh's Vindiciw Callicr.
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X^111" series of their policy. Ministers, he said, as they had

j.77. blundered from the beginning, 'are led into a fatal error

respecting our inveterate enemies, the French ; they ima

gine nothing is to be dreaded from France, because she

has not directly interfered in favour of America. Would

they have France incur the expense and hazard of a war,

when Britain is doing all for her that she can possibly

wish or desired? She has been sedulous to give just- that

degree of countenance and protection, which has hitherto

served to keep the civil war alive, so as to baffle your de

signs, or to waste your strength. The energetic orator

described irt the truest light, as well as the most glowing

colours, the evils that had arisen, were proceeding, and

is rejected, must farther issue, from the ministerial system. Never

theless his reasoning and eloquence were again unavailing,

his pacificatory motions were rejected, and wisdom cried,

but she was not regarded.

Supplies. The supplies for the current vear were very great :

they consisted of about forty-five thousand seamen, and

about sixty thousand land forces, including all in the Bri

tish pay at home and abroad. The sums required for the

three great departments of annual provision, the navy,

, . ' army, and ordnance, were granted without a division.

The demands ol the year rendering a loan necessary, five

millions were voted ; the new taxes for paying the interest

were, a duty upon male servants not employed in agricul- '

ture, manufactures, or commerce ; on auctioneers, and

on goods sold by auction; and additional imposts oh glass

and stamps. These being all taxes which could not be

charged with affecting the necessaries of life, or extending

greatly to the poorer classes, were deemed unobjectionable

Strictures as measures of finance. On inspecting the accounts of

North's expenditure during the preceding year, opposition con-

dealings tended that they were nerplexed, obscure, and nearly un-

WiUl cOM- T» • » I • . . .
tractors, intelligible. Beside this intricacy, which they imputed

to them generally, there were in various instances great

sums stated in the gross amount, without any specification*

of items. This objection was urged with peculiar severity

d See parliamentary reports, 3d -May, 1777.
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against the charges far contracts ; the agreement for sup- CHAP,

plying the army and fleet in America with rum, afforded

an ample field for animadversion : four shillings per gal- l777

Ion had been allowed, when three was the market price ;

and the contractor was in one account credited with thirty-

five thousand pounds for rum, without any statement of

the quantity, quality, or price of the goods delivered :

the same person had also the benefit of a very objection

able contract with government for furnishing horses. In

discussing these bargains, lord North's dealings with con

tractors, which afterwards constituted so capital a subject

of reprehension, were for the first time scrutinized and

Gensured ; and it was strongly contended, that in the de

partment of his business which respected national grants,

the minister was far from being a frugal steward of the

public money. But the animadversions on this profusion

were by no means confined to economical considerations,

they also extended to political. Opposition charged the

minister not only with waste, but corruption : several con

tractors had seats in parliament; national treasure, it was

observed, was squandered in iniquitous contracts, and the

contractor was, by the money of his constituents, bribed

to betray their interests, which he had been chosen to pro

tect. Bad and unwholesome provisions were allowed to

be sent by persons receiving a price much beyond the mar

ket value of provisions that were really good and whole

some : such deleterious fare spread distemper through the

troops, and carried off many more than actual service.

The minister endeavoured to defend himself from these

charges ; but his arguments, though plausible and dexter

ously urged, were by no means cogent and convincing.

The payment of an unexpected demand to the land- Une*pe»t-
' J r v ed demand

grave of Hesse Cassel, for a debt alleged by him to have from thebeen due for levy money ever since 1755, was severely oM^eu*'

censured. The minister contended that the claim was Cutel.

fair, though from the distance of time not expected. TheHessian prince was in justice entitled to the amount,though there had been no late treaty ; and while we werenow deriving such benefit from his troops, policy requiredus to keep on the best terms with him, by satisfving his

jsist demands.

Vol. II. , Q
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CHAP, After the pecuniary business had been thought to be

XA entirely at an end, and the session was drawing near to a .-7 close, a message was delivered from his majesty, inform-

Debt on ing the house that a debt of 618,000l. had been incurred

i^.aTl1 bv the civil-list. The minister moved, that the requisite

sum should be granted for discharging the amount; and

that a hundred thousand pounds should be added annually

to the eight hundred thousand. This motion was strongly

opposed : the incumbrance, it was alleged, was owing en^

tirelv to the profusion of ministers, and had been contract

ed for the sake of carrying on and supporting a system of

corruption. The accounts were, as usual with that min

ister, intentionally intricate, obscure, and general : no less

than 294,000l. was placed to the account of secret service

monev ; and vast sums were charged for foreign ambassa

dors and for the board of works, without any particular-

ization. It was inconsistent with the duty of the com

mons to their constituents, to vote away the national mo

ney, without any evidence of value received ; the eight

hundred thousand pounds was sufficient for answering the

various appropriations, and supporting the regal dignity

and splendor. The desired addition was peculiarly un

seasonable at the present time, when the nation was groan

ing under their accumulated burdens to promote the ruin-

pus projects of ministry, and to encourage their extrava

gance and corruption. Ministers argued, that the present

debt, and the necessity of an addition to the income of

the civil list, arose from the same cause, the diminished

value of money ; besides, the royal family had increased

in number. The greatest possible economy (said lord

North) always had been, and always should be employed,

while he was at the head of the treasury. The motions

being carried through both houses, the speaker, a few days

after, in presenting the bill to the king for assent, used

Address of tne following words : " In a time, sire, of public distress,

the sr eak- " full 0f difficulty and danger, their constituents labouring

er to the i i 1 isovereign. under burdens almost too heavy to be borne, your faith-

" ful commons, postponing all other business, have not

" onlv granted to your majesty a large present supply, but

" also a verjvgreat additional revenue, great beyond exam-

" pie, great beyond your majesty's highest expense ; but
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y all this, sire, they have done in the well grounded con- CHAP,

" Science, that you will apply wisely what they have grant-

" ed liberally." On their return to their own house, the 1^7.

commons voted unanimous thanks to the speaker. Some

of the ministerial party, however, on reconsidering the

subject, were greatly displeased with what he had deliver

ed, as it appeared to them to contain an insinuation not

favourable to the character which they claimed of being

economical stewards for the public. Mr. Rigby, a few

days after, declared that the speaker had not expressed

the sense of the commons : Mr. Fox immediately moved,

that he had spoken the sense of the house. Lord North

and the more moderate part of the ministerial adherents,

though they wished the motion withdrawn, finding Mr.

Fox would not comply, to avoid altercation voted in

its favour ) and on the gth of June, parliament was

prorogued.
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CHAP. XIX.

, Occupations of Howe during winter—of Washing-ton.—

Plan of the campaign—its late commencement by general

Howe—desultory operations in the Jerseys,—General

Howe moves from winter quarters—attempts by a stra

tagem to bring Washington to battle—failing in that ex

pedient, evacuates the Jerseys—Expedition by sea t»

Philadelphia.—Battle of Brandywine.—Major Fergus-

son essays a new species of rife, invented by himself.—

Capture of Philadelphia.—Battle of Germantown.—

American fortifications on the river.—Red Bank and

Mud Island taken.—Ainerican feet burnt.—Situation

of the Americans at White Marsh and Valley Forge

favourable to an attack.-—General Howe's inaction

—he retires early to winter quarters.—Conduct of

general and troops at Philadelphia.—Expedition of

sir Henry Clinton up the North river.—Capture

of Prescot in Rhode Island—Northern army—Bur

goyne takes the command.—Carleton offended with the

N appointment, resigns his employment.—Burgoyne pur

chases the aid of Indian savages—number of his troops.

—Expedition of colonel St. Leger.— J he general's mani

festo.—Capture of Ticonderago and fort Independence.

—Destruction of American galleys.— The army reaches

the Hudson.—Cruelties of the Indians.—Defeat at Ben

nington—Siege of Stanwix—raised.—Battle with gene

ral Gates at Stillwater.—Distressed situation oj- thearmy—desertion of the Indians.—Burgoyne retreats

i Battle near Saratoga—reduced state of the armij—troopssurrounded—convention with the Americans at Saratoga.

CHAP. THE public attention was now turned to the

^ry,-^ campaign in America, and great expectations were formed

1777-. that it would terminate in the complete reduction of the

colonies. The general plan was nearly the same as in the

preceding year; that the Canadian army should cooperate
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with general Howe, and thus the command of New York CHAP,

province divide the northern from the southern colonies. .,J-~r*K0

A body of provincial loyalists was formed under the l777i

direction of the commander in chief; they were allowed

the same pay as the regulars, and officered by gentlemen -

who had been obliged to leave their respective habitations

for their attachment to the royal cause. Inexperienced,

and not inured to military discipline, they were not yet fit Occupa-

for active service, and were therefore so stationed as to Howe°dur

allow the veterans to take the field. General Howe him- ing winter,

self enjoyed every luxury at New York which he could

have found in the metropolis of Britain : his favourite oc

cupation was gaming, a pastime in which many of his

young officers became thoroughly initiated. There were

routs, balls, and assemblies in great abundance ; so that the

headquarters bore the appearance of a gay and volup

tuous city in the time of peace, rather than a military sta

tion for watching and annoying the enemy in war.e Such Conduct of

were the pursuits of the British commander from Decern- tonas'"DB"

ber to June. While general Howe thus amused himself

and his troops with the diversions and pleasures of New

York, Washington was very differently employed. The

difficulties which, notwithstanding the forbearance of his

antagonist, the American commander had to encounter,

were extremely arduous. The provincial forces were hither

to but a militia, both in their discipline and the tenure

of their service : the late success at Trentort promoted the

disposition of the colonists to resist ; but, on the other hand,

the severity of the season suspended their military ardour,

insomuch that about the middle of February the colonial -

army did not exceed four thousand men ;f and this small

body of raw peasants was moreover sickly. Nevertheless

for four months they occupied a position at Morristown,

not fifty miles from the brave and numerous veterans of

the royal army, where they not only experienced no an

noyance from general Howe,8 but harassed and distressed

the British posts and foraging detachments. Washington

did not fail to prolit by the cessation of British effort. The

e Sledman's History of the American war, vol. i. p. 287.

t' Washington's official Letters, vol. ii p. 31.

g Ramsay, the American hijiorian, informs us, that his countrymen 'were

tttoaished at the inaction of the British during to critical a period, vel. ii. p,. 2.
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Ctuv. boundless spirit of individual independence, which so na-

XIX. turally followed the American claims and assertions, was

i?„7 adverse to the operation of authority, and especially to

he devises that prompt and implicit submission which is necessary in

rendering military bodies. Washington saw that the powers which

'is »r"ly were allowed in the various gradations of command, were

inadequate to thtir object: hitherto the commander in

chief himself was obliged to act according to the specific

instructions of the congress. The general represented the

disadvantages which accrued to the common cause from

authority so fettered ; and such was the influence of his

known wisdom and patriotism, that he was vested with full

and ample powers to collect an army of foot and horse in

addition to those which were already voted, to raise artil

lery and engineers, and to establish their pay. Thus em

powered to organize an army, the next care of Washing

ton was to bind the troops to military fidelity as well as

political allegiance. To the powerful motives of conceived

patriotism and freedom he added the cement of religion,

•athofHl- and, with the approbation of congress, proposed an oath

and'fideii- 01 adherence to the provincial cause. Provisions so wise

produced the expected success ; the colonists soon ceased

to be an irregular militia, and became skilful and disci

plined soldiers. During the same important interval, twen

ty thousand stand of arms arrived from the continent of

Europe, and before the expiration of the spring the hopes

aud spirits of the Americans were revived arid invigora-.ted to meet the dangers of the approaching campaign.

Such were the efforts of Washington during the moment

ous period which the British general passed in pleasurable

quarters.Howe Summer being commenced, Howe proposed to begin

opens the . , ,. , . .. ,
campaign tile operations oi the present campaign accor(hngto the same

by detach- mo(|e ;n which he terminated the last, and to send out de

ments. '

tachments, while with the main arm)' he continued in hispresent residence. Up the Hudson river, about ftftv miles

from New York, on the western shore, is a place called

Peek'.., Hill, which served as a port to Com land Manor, anxl

where stores and provisions were received for the Ame

rican army : to distress the enemv, general Howe thought

it advisable to attempt tjie seizure of this port before the.



BEIGN OF GEORGE HI.
11

main army took the field. Accordingly he detached colo- CHAP

nel Bird with five hundred men upon this service. On

the approach of the British corps, the Americans, after - l777

setting fire to the barracks and storehouses, evacuated the

fort : by the conflagration, the king's troops were prevent

ed from seizing the expected provision and ammunition,

but they effected the chief purpose of their expedition by

curtailing the resources of the enemy. Another detach

ment of two thousand men was sent, under general Tryon

and sir Willam Erskine, to Danbury, in the confines of

Connecticut, where they destroyed a large quantity of

stores : fatigued by their march, they were attacked by

the enemy, but repulsed the assailants, though with the

loss of two hundred of their own troops^ Lord Corn-

wallis also surprised.and defeated a body of colonists near

Brunswick. The Americans, on the other hand, destroy

ed a considerable quantity of our provisions at Sagg har

bour in Long Island. General Stevens with two thousand

provincials attempted to surprise the forty-second regi

ment cantoned at Piscataway, amounting to less than a

thousand men ; but after a furious engagement, the gallant

highlanders, under their able commander colonel Stirling,

completely routed the enemy. While this desultory

warfare was carried on by detachments, the commander in

chief remained quiet at New York another month. His al

leged reason for beginning the campaign so late was that,

there was no greenforage on the groundP there was plenty

of corn and hay, which persons conversant in the manage

ment of horses affirmed to be preferable food for them

when employed in active service, but the general professed

a different opinion.

On the 12th of June, the general with thirty thousand

men marched towards Courland Manor, where the enemy

were posted to the number of eight thousand. The posi

tion of Washington appeared to the British commander

so strong, that, notwithstanding his great superiority both

in numbers and discipline, he deemed it inexpedient to

venture an attack ; after in vain trying to bring the Ame

rican general to battle, he, on the 19th of June, pretend

ed to make a precipitate retreat. The Americans left

h Stedman, vol. i. p. 98T,
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CHAP, their fastnesses to pursue the enemy ; Howe marched his

v^^warmy back, and sent lord Carnwullis to secure the passes,

,77- so that the provincials being hemmed in might be compell-

Attetnpu ed to fight. On the 26th, his lordship met the advanced

gem'to*** body of the enemy, attacked them with great fury, and

Washing soon put them to the route. Washington, finding that

ton to bat- he had been deceived by a feint, immediately returned to

tk - his hilly station, and occupied the passes before lord Corn-

failing in wallis could arrive. Not having succeeded in this stra-

thatexpe- tagem, general Howe somewhat hastilv concluded that it

euatesthe would be useless to attempt any other expedient for bring-

Jerseis. enemy to battle ; he therefore resolved to abandonthe Jerseys, and crossed with his army to Staten Island.

The general himself, in a plan of operations sent to lord

George Ciermaine, had declared his intention of penetra

ting to Philadelphia, through Jersey: the minister had

approved, and strongly enjoined him in all his movements

to have in view cooperation with the northern army.

Certain military critics allowed, that if he had continued

in the Jerseys, by intercepting Washington's convoys he

might have compelled him either to fight, or with his army

' to perish by famine ; that the short and direct road to Phi

ladelphia was through the Jerseys, and that with thirty

thousand veterans he could have easily forced his way

through eight thousand so lately levied. Notwithstand

ing these considerations, the weight of which, it required

( little sagacity to perceive, he determined on undertaking

an expedition round the coast : nautical gentlemen repre

sented to him,* that at this season of the year the winds

were very contrary ; the admonitions were unavailing, he

Expedition persisted in his resolution. Leaving a considerable body of

Pli^dT troops u»der general Clinton to guard New York, he

phia. embarked the rest of the-army on the 5th of July, but by

some unaccountable delay did not sail till the 23d. Hav

ing arrived at the capes of the Delaware, he learned that

the enemy had blocked up the rivet1, he therefore proceed

ed to the Chesapeak Bay, and sailed up the Elk, but

did not come to l.ind till the 24th of August. Thus, from

the beginning of November the commander in chief, with

thutv thousand of the bravest and best disciplined troops,

opposed by less than (en thousand undisciplined recruits,
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had not advanced one step nearer the object of his appoint- CHaP.

ment. He was in autumn, by a circuitous and difficult X,X-

route, proceeding to a city, which in the foregoing winter i777

was ready to yield, if he had advanced by a short and then

unguarded road ; but Philadelphia was to be captured by

the hardships of a winter campaign, and not by luxurious

indulgence.

On landing the army, sir William Howe published a

proclamation, offering pardon and protection to all who

should surrender themselves to the British army, and

assuring the inhabitants that the soldiers should observe

strict order and discipline on their march. General Wash

ington, informed that the army was arrived in Pennsylva

nia, crossed the Delaware with his army on the 11th of

September. The British troops advanced to Brandywine, Battle of

a river which, running from the west, falls into the Dela- B!-anu"y-

° . wme.

ware below Philadelphia. On the left bank, next to the

city, the Americans posted themselves, and erected batte

ries at Chadsford, where they presumed the royal army

would attempt to pass : Under cover of their batteries a

body of them also occupied the right bank. General Howe

detached lord Cornwallis with two battalions of British

grenadiers, as many of light troops, two battalions of

Hessian grenadiers, two British brigades, and part of the

seventy-first regiment, to cross the river farther up, and

thus gain the enemy's rear. At the same time general

Knyphausen, with another division, marched to Chadsford,

against the provincials who were placed there ; in this ser

vice the German experienced very important assistance

from a corps of riflemen, commanded by major Patrick

Fergusson. The dexterity of the provincials as marksmen

had been frequently quoted, and held out as an object of

terror to the British troops. Furgusson, a man of genius, MajorFer-

which was exercised in professional attainments, invented royta"new

a new species of rifle, that combined unprecedented quick- species of

/ . . . , c rr , . rifle, m-

ness or repetition with certainty ot ettect, and security to vented by

the soldiers. The invention being not only approved, but h,mselt-

highly admired, its author was appointed to form and train

a corps for the purpose of practice ; but an opportunity did

not offer of calling their skill into action, until the period

at which we are now arrived. Fergusson with his corps,

Vol. II. R
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CHAP, supported by Wemyss's American rangers, was appointed

^v^, to cover the front of Knyphausen's troops, and scoured the

1777. ground so effectually that there was not a shot fired by the

Americans to annoy the column in its march'. So secured,

Knyphausen was enabled to advance without interruption,

attacked the enemy, obliged them (though protected by

their batteries) to cross the river, made good the passage

of his own division, and opened the way to the rest of the

army. Meanwhile lord Cornwallis crossed behind the

enemy's rear; and general Washington, informed of this

movement, sent general Sullivan with a considerable force

to oppose the British detachment. The American seized

the heights which rose from the banks; having his rear and

right flank covered by woods, and his left by the river. The

British commander began the attack by four o'clock in the

afternoon ; the provincials, after a very obstinate resistance,

were driven into the woods; and posting themselves on

another eminence, made a second stand still more vigorous

than the first : they were again dislodged, and forced to

retire with the loss of a thousand killed and wounded, and

four hundred taken prisoners. The main body of the

British army had now crossed the river ; sir William Howe

turned the right of Washington's troops, Knyphausen was

i The meritorious conduct of Fcrgusson was acknowledged by the whole

army, and publicly attested by order of the commander in chief.

Fergussnn, in a private letter of which Dr. Adam Fergusson has transmitted

me a copy, mentions a very curious incident, from which it appears that the

life of the American general was in imminent danger. While Fergusson lay

with a part of bis riflemen on a skirt of a wood in fi.ont of general Knyphausen s

division, the circumstance happened, of which the letter in question gives the

following account:-.'' We had not lain long when a rebel officer, remarkable by

a Hussar di-ess, passed towards our army, within a hundred vardsof my right

flank, not perceiving us. He was followed by another dressed in dark green and

blue, mounted on a good bay horse, with a remarkable large high cocked hat.

1 ordered three good shots to steal near to them and fire at them ; but the idea

disgusted me; I recalled the order. The tlussar in returning made a circuit,

but the other passed within a hundred yards of us; upon which I advanced from

the wood towards him. Upon my calling, he stopped ; but after looking at me,

proceeded. I again drew his attention, and made sign to him to stop, levelling

my piece at him ; but he slowly continued his way. As * was within that dis

tance at which, iu the quickest firing, I could have lodged half a dozen balls in

or about him before he was out of my reach, 1 had only to determine ; but it wu

not pleasant to fire at the back of an unoffending individual, who was acquitting

himself very coolly of his duty, so I lei him alone. The day after, I had been

telling this story to some wounded officers who iay in the same room with me,

when one of our surgeons who had been dressing the wounded rebel officers

came in and told us, that they had been informing him, that general Washing

ton was all the morning with the light troops, ami only attended by a French

office" in a I Iusski- dress, be himself dressed and mounted in every point as abov£

Acsci'ibud. 1 am :iot sorry that .1 did not Unotv at the. time who it was*."
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in front, the Brandywine on the left, and the Delaware at ChaP

a small distance in the rear. Lord Cornwallis, after his XiV

victory, was able to join the general. The only way by ^^^^

which the provincials could escape was between the Dela

ware and the division under the immediate command of

general Howe; it was apprehended, that if the commander

in chief had advanced farther round the enemy's flank, he

might have enclosed the provincial force: this movement,

however, was not attempted, and general Washington drew

off his troops during the night to Chester, near Philadel

phia. Even the next morning, it was alleged, that the

British troops might have intercepted the Americans; but

the experiment was not tried. General Howe remained

several days at Brandywine after the enemy had retired,

Washington employed this very unexpected cessation iiv

collecting his dispersed troops, and supplying from his

magazines the stores which had been lost in the battle.

On the 20th of September, intelligence being received that

general Wayne was concealed, with fifteen hundred men,

in the wood on the left wing of the British army ; general

Howe dispatched major general Grey with a strong body

to surprise and dislodge the provincial detachment. Pro

ceeding with great secresy, the royal troops executed this

project so completely, that they killed or took about four

hundred, with the loss of only seven soldiers and one offi

cer. On the 22d of September, sir William Howe cross

ed the Schuylkill with his whole army ; on the 26th, he

advanced to Germantown ; and the following day, with

Cornwallis, took possession of Philadelphia without oppo

sition. Being thus masters of the capital of North America, Capture

the British com mander next turned his attention to estab- p,,.lladeU

phia.

lish a communication with the fleet, by removing the ob

structions which the Americans had placed in the river,

and strengthened it by forts. There were disposed rows

of chevaux-de-frize, floating batteries, and gun boats, in

the most accessible parts of the river, covered by intrench-

ments and redoubts on the banks. General Washington,

now encamped at Skippach Creek, on the eastern side of

the Schuylkill, formed the design of surprising the British

camp at Germantown. The 3d of October was the day

appointed for executing his project : ^Vashington advau*
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cing with his force divided into five columns, attempted to

separate the British army so as to ensure success in the

different flanks. The fortieth regiment and colonel Mus-

grave having the advanced post were first . attacked, but

the skill and activity of that officer, together with the de

termined courage of the soldiers, arrested the progress of

the enemy, prevented the separation of the right and left

flank, and gave the whole army time to form the line.

Major general Grey brought up a division with such rapi

dity and force, that the Americans were obliged to act on

the defensive : the engagement became general, and was

for some hours very warm ; at length, part of the right

wing forced the enemy's left to give ground, and fly with

.great precipitation. The rest of the provincials also re

treated, attempted to rally on rising grounds near the

scene of action, and pretended to renew the battle ; but

this was only a feint to secure their retreat. In their

flight they were favoured by a fog, which prevented the

British troops from an effectual pursuit. Though the

king's troops drove the enemy from the field, our loss was

very considerable ; six hundred were killed and wounded ;

and among the former, colonels Agnew and Bird, two

officers of very high character : the killed, wounded, and

taken prisoners of the enemy, amounted to about twelve

hundred. On the 10th of October, general Howe, with

drawing his army from Germantown, encamped in the im

mediate vicinity of Philadelphia, whence he sent detach

ments to cooperate with the fleet in the Delaware. One

of the strongest of the American forts was at Billing's

Harbour, on the Jersey side of the river, thither the com

mander in chief detached three regiments under colonel

Stirling to attack the place : on his approach the works

were abandoned. The English fleet being arrived in the

American , Delaware, preparations were made for attacking the water

fortifies- force of the provincials. The Americans had constructed

river!"' 6 a very strong fortification on Mud Island, in the Delaware,

off the mouth of the Schuylkill ; this post commanded the

navigation of the river, and unless reduced, could intercept

the stores and provisions of the army : opposite to this

place was Red Bank, which commanded the fort on the

east ; while Province Island, possessed by the British, adjoin.
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ed in the west, and the British fleet on the south. Colonel CHAP.

Stirling applied to general Howe for leave to fortify so

advantageous a position, the general did not think proper ,77?.

to comply "• the Americans did not however neg:ect to

secure so important a means of defence, and with great

rapidity raised fortifications. At length discovering the

advantage of Red Bank, general Howe sent colonel

Donop with three battalions of Hessian grenadiers to at

tempt the redoubt by assault. The German leader set

ting out on the 20th of October, arrived the next day at

the place of destination. Having marched up in the face

of the enemy's fire, not only from the fort, but from float

ing batteries and galleys on the river and forces in an ex

tensive outwork, they arrived before the redoubt, which

they found to be more than eight feet high, with a para

pet boarded and fraized, and impregnable without scaling

ladders ; for the commander in chief had omitted to fur

nish them with this implement so necessary in storming a

fort. With victory within their reach, if the proper pre

parations had been made, they w.ere through this negli

gence obliged to retreat precipitately through the triple

fire ; and lost their leader, who was mortally wounded,

and died three days after in the hands of the enemy. Five

ships of war had attempted to second Donop's efforts, but

two of them ran aground : one, the Augusta, was set on

fire by the enemy ; and the other, the Merlin, was obliged

to be abandoned. Meanwhile preparations were going Ri^ ®a,^k

on for attacking Mud Island from the western shore but island

the batteries were not opened till the 10th of November ; taken-

the part of the fleet destined to cooperate was prevented

by contrary winds from advancing till the fifteenth. The Thae j™"-

provincials quitted the fleet the following night, and two destroyed,

days after Red Bank was also abandoned ; a few of the

American galleys escaped, but the greater number were

destroyed : a communication was opened between the fleet

and the army.

While detachments were performing these services,

general Howe, with the main army, continued inactive at

Germantown, from the 3d of October to the 4th of De

cember. General Washington having received a rein

forcement of four thousand men from the northern army.
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CHAP. Howe hoped he would venture a battle ; with this view he

X1X- marched to White Marsh, where the American general

1-777 was encamped. On the 5th and 6th, he offered battle to

the Americans, but they would not come from their lines;

general Howe made no attempt to force the camp, and

during the night changed his position. Columns under

lord Cornwallis and general Gruy dislodged the enemy

from two of their outposts : the general still judged it

imprudent to venture the safety of his troops by attack-

Situation ing the enemy in their intrenchments. It had been ex-

Americans pected that the commander in chief would have attacked

Marsh ft tlle prov1nc1als on tne rear, where their fortifications were

wurablcto by no means so strong as in the front and flanks, and as the

an atuck. roa(ls m tjlat quarter were very excellent, general Washing

ton himself apprehended that such an attempt would be

made, but he was mistaken. Indeed the principles by

which the British general directed his military operations,

were such as baffled even the sagacity of Washington to

discover. The general, without making any attempt on

Bencra" °f tlle pract1canle part of tne enemy's camp, retired with his

Howe. army to Philadelphia. General Howe began the cam

paign in 1777 with thirty thousand veterans, the enemy

with eight thousand recruits : by all his marches, counter

marches, detachments, expeditions, and battles, he got fresh

winter quarters, without impairing the force of his ene-

winter8'0 mv : th* attainment of the object for which he was ap-

quarters. pointed was no nearer than when he sailed from Halifax.Thus closed a campaign, with few parallels in military

htTmean's history for uniting efficiency of force and multiplicity of

and efforts, operation with futility of result. Such must impartial

history transmit to posterity the warfare of general Howe

in America.

Conduct of The commander found Philadelphia equally prod uc-

and'troops1 tive °* pleasurable indulgence as New York. The winter

at Phila- was spent in dissipation of every kind, but particularly in

(telphia. , r e . i_- u i - . L
the frenzy of gaming, which was not only permitted bythe general, but sanctioned by his own daily practice. A

German officer kept a pharo bank, and accumulated a con

siderable fortune by preying on the British youth, who,

through want of employment from the professional inac

tion of their leader, were driven to fill up their time with
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this pernicious pastime, and encouraged by the example CHAP,

which he exhibited. Many were utterly ruined, and ^^0^

obliged to sell their commissions, because, instead of pur- l7J7

suing Washington and compelling him to fight or surren

der, general Howe suffered his gallant and active troops

to spend the winter in idleness at Philadelphia. The dis

sipation spread through the army, and tended as usual to

produce indolence and want of discipline, which relaxed

both bodies and minds. Washington, apprised of the re- situation

tirement of the British army, quitted his camp, and took ^f^eTicans

a position at Valley Forge, on the north side of the at Valley

Schuylkill, and determined to winter there in a camp, in- Forge.

stead of retiring to the towns of Lancaster, York, and

Carlisle, at a greater distance from Philadelphia ; by

which means he would have left a large fertile district to

supply the royalists with provisions. Though his army

was destitute of clothing and many other necessaries, and

ill provided with tents and other accommodations for rest,

yet did raw and undisciplined troops, from enthusiastic

attachment to their meritorious general, imitation of his ex

ample, and ardent patriotism, bear all those hardships

without repining. Among other wants of the Americans,

was a great scarcity of intrenching tools ; from this cause

their lines were much weaker than usual : the approach

in front was almost level ground ; on the front and right,

there was a ditch six feet wide, and three in depth; and ;•.

mound of small width, that could be easily broken by

cannon. On the rear there was a precipice, impassable

except by a defile, which could be easily occupied. On

the left was the Schuylkill,.which, if it guarded them from

approach on that side, also cut off their flight if success

fully attacked on the front and right.k It has been gene

rally agreed by military judges, that if the British com

mander had made the attempt during any part of the win

ter, there was a moral certainty of crushing the whole

army of the enemy, but from December to may he suffered

them to be unmolested.

At New York sir Henry Clinton received from Eu

rope considerable reinforcements, to undertake an expedi

te Stcdman, Amlrnw.^
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CHAP, tion ud the Hudson river to open a communication with

the northern army. A division of his troops having

1777 stormed fort Montgomery, he himself attacked fort Clin*

Expedition ton. The approach to this post was over a pass of about

of sir Hen- t, J j j l i i 1
ry Clinton one hundred yards square, between a lake and a precipice

North *na* overhllng the river : the defile was covered with felled

river. trees, which prevented the troops from advancing with

either quickness or order; and from the fort they were

galled with a dreadful fire. Notwithstanding the dangers

and difficulties they had to encounter and surmount, the

soldiers, both British and foreign, pressed forward with

undaunted courage and perseverance, and arrived at the

foot of the work. The Americans defended themselves

with intrepid courage, but at length were overpowered by

the resolute and active valour of the king's forces ; and,

after discharging a last volley, surrendered at discretion.

In no action that occurred during the war, was British

valour more conspicuously displayed than in this expedi

tion, and the conquerors treated their prisoners with a

humanity equal to their gallantry.

This advantage having been achieved by land, com

modore Hotham, who commanded the naval equipment,

was no less successful by water, and, either under his own

immediate direction, or through sir James Wallace, de- .

stroyed the greater part of the American shipping on the

river. A messenger arriving from the northern army,

urged general Clinton to penetrate so far that he might co

operate with those troops ; but he deeming the attempt

impracticable, returned to New York. While Clinton

was employed on the North river, Barton, an American

colonel, formed a project of surprising general Prescot at

Rhode Island, with a view to exchange him for general

Lee. The American had learned that Prescot's head

quarters were at the west side of the island, near the

shore, and that, trusting for security to a sloop of war

which anchored in the bay, he was guarded by only one

Capture of sentinel, and was about a mile from his troops. Colonel

Prescot Barton, with some officers and soldiers, landing at night

unperceived by the guardship, effected, their purpose, and

.by this means soon procured the restoration of Lee to the

service of the provincials.
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While in the south the British arms were obtaining CHAV

unproductive victories, ultimately disastrous, by consum- XIV

ing our resources and impairing our strength; in the

north, they experienced signal defeat, and a complete

overthrow.

The object of the Canadian expedition was to effect a

cooperation with the principal force ; and the command

of the armament was conferred on general Burgoyne. Sir

Guy Carleton, from his official situation in Canada, bfs Burgoyne

conduct, and especially his defence of Quebec, might have » m^rated

reasonably expected this appointment; he was an older command

general, of more military experience, and better acquaint- jf^inT.

ed with the country, its inhabitants, and resources. His

character commanded greater authority than Burgoyne's

had hitherto established : the professional reputation of

Burgoyne, indeed, was liable to no objection, but he had

not, like Carleton, obtained celebrity. As no military

grounds could be alleged for superseding Carleton to make

room for Burgoyne, his promotion was imputed to parlia

mentary influence more than to his official talents. Carleton,

disgusted with a preference by no means merited, as soon

as he heard of the appointment^ resigned his government. Carleton

The event was such as might be expected from the delega- dlsfust!"

tion of important trust, from extrinsic considerations

instead of the fitness of the trustee for the service required.

The plan of the expedition through the wilds of Ame

rica was concerted in London between general Burgoyne pu^i*™

and lord George Germaine. It was agreed, that besides the aid of

regular troops, Indian savages should be employed by the ages.

British commander ; the alleged reason for calling in such

auxiliaries was, that if they were not engaged in our service

they would join the provincials ; they would be useful ift

desultory warfare, and the British troops would moderate \y\3 troop*

their atrocity. The force required by Burgoyne was eight

thousand regulars, two thousand Canadians, and a thousand

Indians. Of these near seven thousand two hundred ve

terans, including Brunswic mercenaries,1 a considerable

part of the Canadian militia, and the requisite number of

Indians were ready when Burgoyne arrived from England

1 Stedman, p. 320.

Vol. II. S '
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CP1AP to commence the campaign. He was besides furnished

- - with chosea officers, among whom were generals Philips,

l777 Fraser, Powell, and Hamilton. Having sent colonel St.

-ofcoio*1'?" keger with a body of light troops and Indians to create

St Leger. a diversion on lake Ontario and the Mohawk river, he

himself, on the 16th of June, set out from fort St. John,

proceeded up lake Champlain, and landed near Crown

Point : here he gave the Indians a war feast, at which he -

made them a speech, praising and stimulating their courage,

Manifesto but exhorted them to repress their ferocity. At Putnam

goyne.- Creek he judged it expedient to publish a comminatory

manifesto, in which, by a profusion of epithets and rheto

rical figures, he represented the Americans guilty of the

most flagrant enormities ; he threatened the severest pun

ishments against those who should still adhere to the cause

of rebellious subjects; he should send the Indian forces to

overtake the hardened enemies of Britain and their own

country i he declared the most assured confidence that he

should be able to subjugate all stubborn and refractory

revolters. After having expatiated on the wickedness of

their proceedings, and the vengeance which, if they did not

. repent, they must expect from justice armed with his irre-

sistable powers, he concluded with explaining to them what

the penitent might hope from his wise, generous, and for-

.hearing mercy. It required no great sagacity to divine

that men, who conceived themselves fighting for their

liberties, and for two years had shown a promptness to face

any danger on account of so valuable an object, were not

to be frightened from their purpose by high sounding words.

The impolicy of this declaratory boasting was obvious,"i

and, in the opinion of impartial men, stamped the charac

ter of its author as deficient in sound wisdom, and that

knowledge of human nature, without which neither a gen

eral nor a statesman can expect to succeed in arduous un

dertakings; his denunciation tended only to excite stronger

resentment in the colonists, and to inspire more vigorous

exertions to defend themselves from the threatened atro

cities. Gates, the American general, replied to this pro-

duction-in a very plain but strong manifesto, which formed

ip See Annual Register.
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a striking contrast to the pompous phraseology and empty CHAP,

gasconades of Burgoyne's performance." The British gen- y^^L,

eral advancing on the 2d of July, reached Ticonderago, l777

which, with another fort opposite to it, recently built under J^PJ'i™ of

the name of Mount Independenpe, were immediately aban- go and

doned by the Americans.0 The general despatched com- depend-1""

modore Lutwitch, with the naval armament, in pursuit of ence.

the enemy's fleet that was conveying the provisions from

the evacuated garrisons to Skenesborough ; overtaking Destruc-

them near the place of their destination, he captured some American

of their galleys, and set fire to the rest. galleys.

On the 6th of July, the advanced corps of grenadiers Attackand

and light infantry, under general Fraser, consisting of near theAmeri-

twelve hundred men, came up with the enemy's rear, com- oan reiu--

manded by colonel Francis, composed of fifteen hundred

of their chosen troops.- Fraser, notwithstanding his infe

riority, attacked the provincials, who received him with

the firmest intrepidity. The battle was long doubtful, but

t^ie arrival of general Reidesel with the Brunswic troops

determined the event. The Americans, conceiving that

the whole German force had arrived, retreated with the

greatest precipitation. They lost two hundred killed, as

many taken prisoners, and about six hundred wounded,

of whom the greatest number died in the woods. Of the

British, about one hundred and forty, including twenty

officers, were killed and wounded. Colonel Hill, with the

ninth regiment, was sent to pursue a party of the enemy

that had retired to Wood's Creek. Having overtaken

them, the British leader perceived that they were much

superior in numbers to his corps ; he nevertheless engaged,

and posted his men so judiciously as to prevent their re

peated attempts to surround him by their numbers. After

a battle of three hours, the provincials were forced to re

treat with great slaughter. Schuyler, the American gene

ral, employed a stratagem frequently used afterwards in

the course of the war: he wrote a letter to general Sulli

van, intended to fall into the hands of Burgoyne; which

n Speaking of the proffered mercv immediately after the threat of sending

Indian savages upon ihe provincials, he said, "'the lender mercies of the Indiap.

tomahavk we v. ill not solicit." See in State paperi 1777, both the manifestoes*

o (Sledrann and Raiifsav.
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CHAP, being taken and perused by the British commander, so

XIX puzzled and perplexed him as to retard his operations seve-

177-.
rul days, before he could determine whether he was to ad

vance or retreat. At last he resolved to penetrate to Hud

son river, while major general Philips should bring the

stores from Ticonderago along lake George to fort George,

whence there was a wagon road to fort Edward on the

Hudson. Military critics affirmed that it would have been

much wiser in Burgoyne to have crossed the country from

Skenesborough to lake George, embarked, and proceeded

a considerable part of the route by water, than to have

marched by land through a wild, woody, and swampy

country. Their march was frequently interrupted by mo

rasses, impassable without bridges, of which the construc

tion employed a considerable time. Burgoyne alleged,

that if he had returned to lake George, the retrogade

movement would have damped the ardour of his troops ;

but the necessary slowness of their progress through those

wilds and intricacies, was more likely to repress their ani-

Tbearmy mation. It was the 30th of July before they arrived at

th^Hud- tne rlver» there they were obliged to wait several days,

bun river until their provisions, stores, and other necessaries should

be embarked. Burgoyne's expedition had at first struck

great consternation into the minds of the Americans ; but,

on finding his advances much more tardy than they expect

ed, their spirits began to revive, and they made various

dispositions for recruiting their strength: reinforcements

were sent to general Schuyler, who was posted at Saratoga

on the Hudson, about twenty miles north from Albany.

They sent Arnold to watch the motions of colonel St.

Leger, and to prevent his cooperation with the main army.

St. Leger was now advanced ,to fort Slanwix on the Mo

hawk river : the general saw it was necessary to cooperate

with that officer, and to move rapidly forward ; but he had

a very large train of artillery : horses and carriages were

wanting, provisions also were nearly exhausted. Having

learned that the Americans had deposited a great quantity

of stores at Bennington, about twenty-four miles east from

Hudson river, Burgoyne resolved to attempt the seizure

of this magazine ; and despatched colonel Baum, a German

aificer, on that service, with six hundred troops, including
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dragoons. It was represented to the general, that the pro- CHAP,

posed enterprise would require no less than three thousand ^i^^

men ; and that Germans, from the slowness of their move- l77~

ment, were by no means so fit for surprising the enemy as

the British ; that they were, besides, totally unacquainted

.with the country and the language, so that they could re

ceive no information even from friends of the royal cause.

The general, however, persisted in his resolution : the

habitual slowness of German movements, added to the

badness of the roads and the want of carriages, rendered

Baum's advance so tedious, that the enemy were informed

of his approach, and prepared for his reception. When

he arrived at Bennington, he found the enemy so strong,

that, with the small body intrusted to him, it would have

been madness to attempt an attack. He accordingly forti

fied himself, and sent a message to the general, that the

scheme would be impracticable without a reinforcement.

Colonel Breyman was sent to his assistance, with five hun^dred Germans, who advanced with their usual tardiness p.

Meanwhile Starke, an American general, who was on his

way with a thousand men from New Hampshire and Mas

sachusetts to join the provincial army under Schuyler, hear

ing of Baum's expedition to Bennington, turned aside to riefeatst

second the efforts of Warner, who commanded the provin- l'ennin,-

cials at that place. On the 16th of August, the Americans

surrounded Baum, who, though he made a gallant resist

ance, was overpowered by numbers q, himself mortally

wounded, and his troops put to the route. Elated with

their victory, the provincials marched to attack Breyman,

who, ignorant of Baum's defeat, was advancing to his

assistance. Breyman had just met some fugitives from

Baum's detachment, when the Americans, before he had

time to order a retreat, fell upon his troops : he made a

very valiant defence, but was at last compellsd to retire.

The loss of the royalists in both battles amounted to six

hundred men: this first material check which the king's

troops suffered, is imputed to the employment of Germans

p So foolishly attached were thry to forms of discipline, that in marching

through thickets they stopped ten time* in an hour, to dress their ranks. See

Stedtnan, vol. i. p. 332. q Stedman, p. 333.
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on a service requiring rapid expedition, and to the small-

ness of their number.

Colonel St. Leger invested fort Stanwix, a small

fort, defended by seven hundred men. On the 3d of

August, being informed that a thousand provincials were

marching to its relief, the British leader despatched sir

John Johnson, with a party of regulars and a great num

ber of savages, to lie in ambush in the woods : the strata

gem succeeded, the provincials were unexpectedly attack

ed on all sides by the fire of the British troops, and the

tomahawks of the Indians. Having made a very brave

resistance, after losing half their number, the remainder

were enabled to retreat with some degree of order. Mean

while the besieged, being apprised that the artillery of

their assailants was too light to make any impression on

the fort, and being well supplied with provisions, rejected

every overture to induce them to surrender. A man be

longing to the fort, pretending to be a deserter, came to

the British camp, and told St. Leger that Arnold was ad

vancing with two thousand men, and ten pieces of cannon,

to protect the fort, and that general Burgoyne's army had

been cut to pieces. This account made little impression,

on the colonel, but produced an immediate effect on the

savages, of whom a large party instantly left the camp,

and the rest threatened to follow if the British commander

would not begin to retreat. St. Leger was compelled to

abandon his enterprise, and to retreat precipitately, with

the loss of his artillery and stores. The failure of this

undertaking so soon after the defeat at Bennington, damp

ed the spirits of the royal army, and elated the Americans.

The conduct of their savage auxiliaries was extremely pre

judicial to the British interest. The admonitions of Bur-

goyne had little more effect on these murderous tribes,

than if lectures on humanity had been addressed to the

tigers of Hindostan ; and, indeed, the expectations of

mildness were as reasonable from habitual butchery as

from instinctive ferocity : the barbarities of the Indians,

like those of their four-footed brethren, were totally indis

criminate ; loyalists and revolters, if they came into the

power of the savages, experienced the same fate. An in

stance of cruelty which happened about this time was pe-
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culiarly afflicting: Mr. Jones, an officer in the British CHAP,

service, -had paid his addresses to the daughter of an

American loyalist, a young lady in the bloom of youth- l777_

ful beauty : she listened to his suit, and consented to

become his bride. Anxious for her safety, he offered to

reward with a barrel of rum any person who should escort

her from her father's house to a place where he was him

self to meet her, and that very day receive her hand. Two

Indians undertook the task, and had conducted her near,

the appointed spot, when a dispute arose between them,

which should present the lady to her lover. Both were

eager for the reward, and the one, to prevent the other

from receiving it, murdered the blooming innocent maiden ;

and the youth, instead of his beloved bride, found a man

gled corpse. This and other instances of atrocity inflamed

the American people : the cruelties of the Indians, and

the cause in which they were engaged, were associated

together, and presented in one view to the alarmed inhabi

tants. They, whose interest it was to draw forth the

militia in support of American independence, strongly

expressed their execrations of the army which submitted

to accept of Indian aid, and they loudly condemned that

government which could call such auxiliaries into a civil

contest, as were calculated not to subdue, but to exter

minate, a people whom they affected to reclaim as sub

jects. Their cruel mode of warfare, by putting to death,

as well the helpless infant and defenceless female, as the

resisting armed man, excited an universal spirit of re

sistance. In conjunction with other circumstances, it

impressed on the minds of the inhabitants a general con

viction, that a vigorous determined opposition was the

only alternative for the preservation of their property, their

children, and their wives. Could they have indulged the

hope of security and protection while they remained peace

ably at their homes, they would have found many excuses

for declining to assume the profession of soldiers ; but

when they contrasted the dangers of a manly resistance

with those . of a passive inaction, they chose the former as

the least of two unavoidable evils. All the feeble aid

which the royal army received from their Indian auxiliaries

was infinitely overbalanced by the odium it brought on
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CH.\P, their cause, and by that determined spirit of opposition

which the dread of savage cruelties excited/ In the com-

i777 mand of the American army a change took place which

proved fatal to the royal interests ; general Gates was ap

pointed commander in chief of the northern forces. The

British commander having by great industry collected

about thirty days provisions and constructed a bridge of

boats, on the 14th of September crossed the river, and

occupied the heights of Saratoga, about thirty miles from

Albany. Thence the army set forward in a southern

course ; but the march was obstructed by the difficulties

of the road which the rains had almost rendered impassa

ble, and retarded by a great train of artillery, ' which re-

^n'erar'"1 1ulred frequent construction of bridges. On the 19th of

Gates at September they arrived at Stillwater, where the enemy

Stillwater. wcre encamped ; the right wing was commanded by gene

ral Burgoyne, and covered by general Fraser, with the

grenadiers and light infantry ; the left by generals Philips

and Reidesel. The enemy attempted to turn the right

wing of the king's troops, and attack thein in the rear ;

Fraser with his brigade holding the extreme position on

that side, perceived their design, and prevented its exe

cution. Changing their situation, they attacked the Bri

tish line in front of the right division : the battle began,

at three o'clock in the afternoon, and continued till after

sunset. The right wing only of our army was completely

engaged: the twentieth, twenty-first, and sixty-second

regiments bore the brunt of the battle with the most intre

pid firmness and enterprising courage ; they were very

hardly pressed, when major general Philips found means

to send artillery through a thick wood, which supported,

and aided their efforts. The twenty-fourth regiment, with

the grenadiers and light infantry, also came forward to

assist their fellow-soldiers. The Americans fought with

no less coolness, valour, and skill: at last, they left the

British army in possession of the field : the loss on each

I)i.stressed .jg amounted to about six hundred men. Though our

situation oi

Bur- troops remained masters of the scene of action, yet the

gnjnusai- battle 0f Stillwater was by no means favourable to their

r Ramsay, vol. ii. \-. SS.
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ultimate success : they were far advanced in an enemy's CHA.P.

country; their numbers were diminishing, without the ^^-^^^

means of reinforcement ; their provisions were sufficient 1777

only for a temporary supply ; the army of the enemy was

daily increasing, and as it grew in force, it became the

abler to prevent our troops from successful foraging. The

savages showed an inclination to leave the British, from

the time the hopes of plunder were disappointed ; and it

was apprehended they would become enemies, as well as

deserters : a few days after, the Indians actually left the nesertioa

British camp. Burgoyne had advanced in conformity to

the minister's plan, in expectation of assistance from gene

rals Clinton and Howe. The expected aid had failed ;

and without it, the project was no longer practicable. Be

fore him was an enemy already strong, and collecting new

strength, in a country abounding with difficulties : the

only means of saving himself and his troops therefore from

destruction appeared to be a retreat. Generals Gates and

Arnold, well informed of Burgoyne's embarrassment, pro

jected his interception. For that purpose they sent an

expedition under colonel Brown, who, from his activity

and knowledge of the country, turned the British rear,

arrived at lake George, and surprised and took boats that

were conveying provisions to our troops. Burgoyne be- jjurgoy^

gan his retreat towards Saratoga : his difficulties were ac- retreats,

cumulating ; his army did not exceed five thousand men ;

their stores were almost exhausted ; and a fresh supply

being cut off, he was obliged to restrict his soldiers to a

reduced allowance. The enemy had augmented their

forces, and nearly surrounded him on all sides; it was

necessary to dislodge them before it would be possible to

return to the lakes. To effect this purpose, on the 7th of

October he headed fifteen hundred men himself, accom

panied by generals Reidesel, Philips, and Fraser. This Battle neat

body had arrived within half a mile of the enemy's intrench- Sarat°Sav

ments, when a furious attack was made by the Americans

on the left wing and centre of the royal army. Major

Auckland, commanding the grenadiers, sustained their

first onset with great resolution ; but their numbers soon

enabled the enemy to extend their attack along the wh oie

lme. The right had not yet been engaged ; but the enemy

Vet, II. T
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CHAP, moving round to prevent a retreat, the light infantry and

^^L, twenty-fourth regiment instantly formed to defeat their

1777. purpose. Meanwhile the left wing, nearly overpowered

by numbers, attempted to retire, and w^s on the point of

being overwhelmed, when the corps sent to the assistance

of the right division, rapidly changing their movement,

endeavoured to secure the left from impending destruction,

by which timely aid they at last made good their retreat

to the camp. Their right was also compelled to retire,

with the loss of many men and several pieces of cannon,

and the Americans attempted to force the intrenchments ;

on that side the engagement was a long time doubtful, but

Arnold being wounded, the provincials were repulsed.

On the left wing of the camp, the American attack was

more successful : they carried, sword in hand, the lines

which were defended by colonel Breyinan and the German

troops, and also took the baggage, stores, and artillery.

In this battle, among the slain were colonel Breyman and

general Fraser ; and a considerable number of officers

were killed or wounded on both sides. During the night,

the general, aware that in his present position the enemy

would in the morning renew the battle with almost certain

success, changed his position with his whole army, and

occupied a very strong post. Convinced that nothing less

than a decisively successful action could extricate him

from his difficulties, the next day, from his advantageous

ground, he offered the enemy battle. The provincials,

however, were projecting measures much safer to them

selves, and no less dangerous to their adversaries. They

advanced strong bodies of troops beyond Burgoyne's right,

with a view to enclose his army. Burgoyne, perceiving

this operation, resolved to hasten his retreat to Saratoga ;

and accordingly, during that night, began his march. He

did not reach Saratoga till the 10th ; there he found the

passes before him secured by the enemy, the shores of the

river lined with troops, and the whole navigation entirely

in their power. He attempted to retreat to fort George,

to make a rapid march along the western bank of the river,

and cross by the ford at fort St. Edwards, but received

intelligence that both the fort and road were beset by the

enemy. The condition of the British army was now most
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deplorable : worn down by incessant exertion and obstinate .CHAP

contest, disappointed of expected aid, in their distress

deserted by their auxiliaries, compelled to abandon their

object without any prospect of a safe retreat, with their Reduced

numbers reduced from eight thousand to three thousand array

five hundred, their provision exhausted, surrounded by an "^{"j

army four times their number, and exposed to continual ed.

cannonade, fast lessening their before impaired force.'

This dismal situation they bore with the constancy of Bri

tish soldiers ; they eagerly wished for a battle to extricate

themselves, or die in the attempt ; but this alternative the

enemy would not afford.

On the 13th of October, Burgoyne, seeing every hope Conven-

of relief vanished, took an exact account of provisions, and theAmeri«

found there was subsistence only for five days. He called °ans at
* J , Saratoga.

a council of war, and that he might obtain the sense of

the army as generally as possible, with the higher officers

were included the captains. The result was, an unani

mous determination to open a treaty with general Gates.

That very night, at nine o'clock, a messenger was de

spatched to the enemy's camp, and the next morning was

appointed for commencing the negotiation. The British

army equally incapable of subsisting in its present situa

tion, or making its way to a better, lay entirely at the

mercy of the enemy. The terms proffered in those cir

cumstances were very moderate : besides the articles that

related to the maintenance and accommodation of the

army on its way to Boston, the principal conditions were,

that the troops should be allowed to march out of the

camp with all the honours of war, to a fixed place where

they were to deposit their arms, and to sail from Boston

to Europe, on a promise not to serve again in America

during the present war ; the baggage was not to be

searched or molested, but private property was to be held

sacred ; all persons of whatever country were to be in

cluded in the capitulation, and the Canadians to be re

turned to their own country, subject to the conditions of

the convention. On this melancholy occasion, gem-ul

Gates conducted himself with the greatest humanity and

s Stcdman, Andrews, and Ramsay.
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CHAP, generosity, and not only treated the wounded with the

most feeling care and kindness, but was so considerately

l777m benevolent, that when the British were laying down their

arms, he would suffer none of his soldiers to be present at

so mortifving an operation. ,

Such was the conclusion of Burgoyne's expedition,

from which the most important advantages had been pre

dicted by ministers and their supporters. So untoward

an issue in the usual course of human opinions produced

charges of erroneous judgment, ill digested plans, inade

quate preparations, and unskilful conduct. The train of

artillery, it was said, that Burgoyne carried with him, was

superfluous, and retarded movements, the success of which

depended on a rapidity that should have given the enemy

no time to collect an opposing force. Neither horses nor

carriages were provided until the army was ready to take

the field ; and this circumstance detaining the forces to©

long at fort Edward, was ultimately one cause of the disas

ter at Bennington, the prelude of greater misfortunes.

After the failure at Bennington and fort Stanwix, it was

urged, that Burgoyne ought to have abandoned the project

of penetrating to Albany, and by no means to have crossed

the Hudson : he should have secured himself at fort Ed

ward, where, according to the cooperation which he re

ceived from the south, he might have either advanced, or

retreated to Canada. These censures of Burgoyne, if just,

rest entirely on his judgment and skill, and thus ultimately

fall upon the discernment of the ministers from whom he

received his appointment. There was no charge of ne

glecting obvious opportunities, remitting personal efforts,

relaxing militarv discipline, or sacrificing professional duty

to pleasurable indulgence. If the failure of an expedition

proceeded from want of skill in the commander in chief,

the obvious question is, why was a person employed, who,

neither by any particular act, nor his general character,

had discovered sufficient military abilities for conducting

so important an undertaking 1

While the political counsels of England produced

war with her colonies, and military operations proved

State of either inefficient or destructive, the state of Ireland was

Ireland no means tranquil. The octennial act, as a cotempo
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rary historian observes, was no longer an object of exulta- CHAP,

tion than while it was recent.* The great expenses attend- ^-^^

ing elections were severely felt ; the constant residence of l77T

the lord lieutenant, which now first became a part of his

duty, gave offence to many, who found their power and

influence diminished, and a strong opposition was speedi

ly formed. Government proposed a very considerable

addition to the military establishment, and, through the

influence of the lord lieutenant, a bill to that effect, after

violent contests, was passed into a law :" but the opposi

tion was powerful ; their arguments making a deep im

pression on the people, increased the discontents ; and

the exertions of the anti-ministerial party soon proved suc

cessful in the parliament itself.

From the settlement of Ireland by king William, ftnestfon .

money bills had originated in the privy council, by whom theorigi-

they were proposed to the commons. Agreeably to this [J^°" Qf

usage, in November 1769, ministers framed a bill for a bills,

supply, and having introduced it into the house, their op

ponents reprobated the proposition as trenching on the

rights of the national representatives. The court party

quoted precedent, while their adversaries asserted the

principles of the constitution : the popular champions pre

vailed, and the bill was rejected. To demonstrate that

they were actuated by a regard for their rights, and not

ky parsimony, the commons granted an aid much greater

than had been required ; instead of a supply for three

months which ministers had proposed, they provided a

proportionable amount for two years. The liberality of

the grant did not, in the opinion of the viceroy, compen

sate the deviation from the customary mode. Regarding

precedent as law, in a speech to the houses he contended

that the procedure had violated the just rights of the crown,

and protested against the claim of the commons to the

origination of money bills ; but finding that the dele

gates of the people were not to be swayed by his assevera

tions contrary to their own judgment and will. Towns- frorsp_
jo t tion ot par-

hend prorogued parliament. liamenti

The prorogation of the national council soon after the

commencement of its deliberations, and on account of an

t See Adolphus, vol. i. p. 4(19.
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assertion of constitutional right, rapidly and widely aug

mented dissatisfaction. The popular leaders employed

the recess in increasing their strength, concerting plans,

and consolidating efforts. Unity of character exhibited

internal evidence, sufficient to evince that the same heads

and hearts which administered the affairs of Britain, direct

ed the government of Ireland : in the counsels of rulers

were to be seen the general causes which, in other opera

tions, we have been contemplating ;—weakness of conduct

exemplified in fluctuating and inconsistent measures, and

a desultory alternation of precipitate violence and concilia

tory attempt. Actuated by resentment, the counsellors

of the king deprived of their offices two of the most power

ful favourites of the people, lord Shannon and Mr. Pon-

sonby, and thereby drove them to the anti-ministerial side.

During the whole year 1770, the parliament did not meet,

and the public dissatisfaction continued to ferment. Ear

ly in the following year, government essayed a conciliato

ry experiment : parliament was assembled, and addressed

by the viceroy in a mild and soothing speech. Mea

sures, he said, were adopted and carried into execution

lor promoting the manufactures and trade of the kingdom ;

through the economy of government no new aids would

be required, and every thing augured prosperity to Ireland,

if harmony in the senate permitted them to devise the

best measures for stimuiating the industry of the people.

This attempt to atone by general professions of good will

for specific violence, was not successful ; no mention be

ing made of the prorogation of parliament and its cause,

the source of popular discontent still remained. The

vehement ardour of the Irish character burst forth in out

rage against government and its adherents ; a mob armed

with clubs and cutlasses surrounded the parliament

house, attempted to impose an oath upon ministerial mem

bers, and proceeded to such violence as required military

force to repress. In parliament, opposition was powerful

and strenuous ; instead of agreeing to the address, they

proposed an amendment, reprobating the general system of

administration, and desiring the recal of the lord lieute

nant. Though this proposition was negatived, yet the

anti-ministerial party was formidable by rank and talents,
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and supported by the voice of the country ; a supply of

money not being wanted, the chief subject of contention

was dormant, and the session was short and unimportant.

During the recess the discontents continued to glow, while

popular writers fanned the flame, and the Irish became

more violently incensed against the ministerial party, es

pecially the lord lieutenant. Towards the end of the

year, parliament was again assembled. The viceroy

opened it with a speech, which was severely reprobated in

both houses. In the peers, the duke of Leinster and lord

Moira very strongly represented the distressed and discon

tented state of the country, and imputed it to the viceroy.

The same arguments were supported in the house of com

mons with such force and effect that government carried

the address bv a maiority of onlv five. On the e'rand Popular

. - . party is
question of a money bill, the popular partv proved victo- victorious

rious. The commons framed a proposition of supply, ™(F*|rli*"

which was adopted by the lords. The lord lieutenant sent

the bill to England, whence it was returned with three ma

terial alterations by the British council. The commons

of Ireland saw that the amendments were in themselves

expedient, but indignantly reprobated their origination,

A debate ensued, of that animated eloquence which gene

rous breasts pour out on questions concerning their free

dom. Operating on the spirit of patriotism, the popular

speeches were so impressive, that in favour of ministry

there was not even a division ; and thus the vigorous

efforts of the votaries of liberty still farther approximated

the constitution of Ireland to the constitution of Britain,

by ascertaining that the contributions of the people must

originate with the commissioners chosen by the people.

Ireland had long been the source of donatives to the crea

tures of administration not only connected with herself but

belonging to Britain ; and many pensions on the Irish

establishment were bestowed on persons from whom no

benefit appeared to the Irish themselves to have accrued

to their country. The reason frequently alleged by

government for such grants was, that the receivers or

their connexions had been beneficial to the whole empire,

and consequently to Ireland as well as every other part.

The Irish patriots, in a great number of instances, denied

CHAP,
 

1777.
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this allegation, and affirmed that a large portion of the

sums paid for Irish pensions was without any adequate

advantage to their island, or indeed to Britain. This ob

jection they in a certain degree extended to placemen :

various holders of nominal offices with real salaries, re

ceiving their emoluments from Ireland, resided in Eng-

land ; the popular advocates alleged that persons so cir

cumstanced were mere pensioners under another name.

About this time the customs and excise were placed un

der different boards, in consequence of which there was

a great increase of revenue officers. Opposition pro

posed a resolution for expressing a disapprobation of the

change : objecting to this motion, ministers contended

that the alteration was extremely beneficial in preventing

frauds and depredations. Their adversaries replied, that

many of the persons who were nominated officers under

these boards and received salaries, actually resided in

England, and contended that persons resident in Britain

could not prevent contraband trade in Ireland.1i These

arguments appearing to a majority not without weight,

the resolution was carried. and though inefficient as te

any legislative purpose, manifested the disposition of the

commons to confine grants within the bounds of utility,

without allowing reins to ministerial largesses. While

patriotic senators endeavoured to free the country from

useless incumbrances, ignorant barbarians carried dissatis_

faction to turbulent outrage : a banditti, associating under

the name of. hearts of steel, perpetrated horrid atrocities,

and alarmed the whole country during many months,

The intervention of the military strength restrained, but

did not totally suppress desperadoes.

Such was the state of Ireland in, October 1772, when

lord Townshend was recalled, and lord Harcourt appoint

ed viceroy. This fiobleman was individually very popular

among the Irish; but the discontents still prevailed, and

when the contest with the colonies came to a crisis, Irish

dissatisfaction raged with augmented fury. The disputes

between the popular party and administration in Ireland,

naturally excited in the sister kingdom a very warm inter-'

h See Irish parliamentary Report?.
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est concerning their American fellow-subjects, whom the CHAP,

discontented in Ireland regarded as labouring under a ^-J-^,

similar oppression with the grievances of which they them- 1777selves complained. They considered the British govern

ment proposing to render both Ireland and America mere

provinces of Britain. These sentiments were eagerly pro

moted by American agents, who represented Ireland as

toiling, that England might wallow in luxury ; the labours

and manufactures of Ireland, like those of the silk worm,

were of little moment to herself, and served only to deco

rate the idle. Such suggestions exactly coinciding with

their own notions, deeply impressed the Irish, who obser

ved the various schemes ofAmerican policy, military efforts,

and turns of fortune, with an anxiety almost sympathetic:

of the people of all ranks, a much greater proportion in

Ireland were friendly to the colonies, than in England.

Great numbers appeared ripe for even imitating the exam

ple of the revolted provinces ; but the wisdom of Harcourt

avoiding the infatuation of British ministers, employed

moderation without timidity, and firmness unmixed with

violence. Proceeding in a course directly opposite to that Wise gov-

which lord North and his coadjutors followed, he produced Harcourt.

totally contrary effects ; while they lost America, he saved,

Ireland. Dissatisfaction indeed continued, but from the

time of his government the object of the disaffected was

not separation from Britain, but a participation of benefits

through a closer connexion. At the period to which the

history has reached, the principal subject of complaint

among the Irish was the restrictions under which their

manufactures and trade laboured, from the illiberal and

impolitic system of British monopoly."

During the first seventeen years of the present reign, state of

Scotland made considerable advances in various depart- Scotlaui1.

ments of industry and improvement. Her progress, how

ever, was such as rather to afford materials of reflection to

the philosophical contemplator of general results, than re

markable events for the recording pen of the historian.

The acquirements of Scotland doubtless were originally

owing to the ability, virtue, and enterprise of her people.

x S»e Wealth of Nations, passim.

Vox. II. U
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CHAP, but favourable incidents and measures tended powerfully

to call her energies into effectual action. The prime source

of the benefits which poured upon Scotland during the

later periods of the eighteenth century,, was the union ;

hence arose her commerce and her manufactures, or rather

her access to commerce, and excitement to manufactures.

Scotland was not locally more distant from the scenes of

valuable trade than England, but she wanted naval force

to protect her traffic, and security to her nautical enterprise

she derived from the navy of England. When the inter

ests of the poorer country were identified with the interest^

of the richer, the former became opulent through her cha

racteristic industry and perseverance, while her exertions

were beneficial to her partner as well as herself. The able

and skilful capitalist, and the able and skilful adventurer,

thus acting in concert, promoted reciprocal and mutual

benefit. If participation of English trade brought riches

to Glasgow and Edinburgh, Perth and Dundee, Montrose

and Aberdeen, the demands of these cities, and the appen

dant towns and districts, enlarged the call for the productive

labour of England ; and the advantages were interchanged

by action and reaction. Time must elapse before, in a

new system, beneficial causes produce a correspondent

effect : the union very early evinced its benefits to the Scot

tish nation ; } and during the reign of George I. and II.

Scotland considerably rose in commerce and opulence;

political dissensions however impeded her advancement,

and much of that ardour and perseverance which have since

been exercised in enterprises profitable and honourable to

individuals and the community, were then suspended by

contest, or wasted in a hopeless cause. Suspected, if not

convicted, of adhering to principles and interests hostile

to liberty and the English constitution, Scotchmen were

regarded with a jealous eye, and avenues which political

establishment had opesed to profit and honour were ob-

comfiture structed by local prejudice. The ruin of rebel hopes proved

house of eventually advantageous to the great body of Scotchmen,

Sjftwrt. and the impediments to honourable ambition and emolu-

Oftheflls-

y Insomnch that in the rebellion 1715, its vehement opponents, the jaco-

bites, stipulated with the pretender adherence to the union, if he should prove

succwsful. See Smollett and Cunningham.
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raant were removed. The comprehensive policy of the CHAP,

present sovereign regarded neither place of nativity nor ^J^-Lj

political party; the empire increasing in commerce, the J777

means of opulence and aggrandisement, Scotchmen as well gc°tes8oof

as Englishmen came in for their share ; wealth flowed on the im-

that recently poor country, not only from her own mercan- JJJJ^esof

tile residents, but from bold, keen, and assiduous adven- English

turers whom she sent to distant regions of the globe. The Sreatness.

proceeds of Hindostan manufactures afforded capitals that

stimulated the industry of Paisley; the produce of the

Ghauts cultivated the Grampians; and the enriching inun

dations of the Ganges fertilized the banks of the Tay.

While such an opening to Scottish adventure enlarged the

capital that nurses the useful and lucrative arts, other con

sequences resulting from the union were especially favour

able to Scottish agriculture. This momentous treaty paved Abolition

the way z for the abolition of the heritable jurisdictions, yej^ris.

which formerly enabled Scottish lords to exercise arbitra- dictions,

ry power within their own districts, and to be separate

tyrants, instead of being an order of men enjoying certain

privileges for the good of the state.

This emendation was extremely beneficial to agricul

ture : formerly the vassals h'ad bestowed a servile atten*dance on their chieftain, at whose call they had been

obliged to repair to his castle, and neglect their own pri

vate affairs. In that dependent state they had estimated

themselves and each other according to their place in the

favour of their liege lord, and their chief occupation had

been to court his good graces by being lounging retainers

about his mansion. Emancipated from thraldom, they

attended to the cultivation of their lands : the generous

pride of personal independence succeeded the contemptible

vanity which had been gratified by second hand impor

tance. To independence^he surest road was industry ; the

subject for the employment of their industry was their

hitherto neglected land : to their inferiors they communica

ted a portion of that independence which they possessed

z The destruction of feudal vassallage never could have happened had Scot

land retained a separate legislature ; bcoause most of the members of that par

liament, from vanity, pride, and ambition, would have opposed a measure which

reduced them from being petty princes on their own estates, to au equal submiB-

siou to the laws with their vassals and even poorest tenants.
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and began to enjoy ; they let their farms upon long leases,

and dispensed with the most humiliating services ; by the

security of their tenures the tenants were stimulated to

unusual industry. With this deliverance from feudal ser

vitude, no doubt, the increase of manufactures and com

merce very powerfully cooperated to the promotion of

agriculture : agriculture, manufactures, and commerce,

mutually and reciprocally advanced each other, and con

jointly tended to form that middling class, which though,

not before existing in Scotland, has in England proved the

most efficacious supporters of our laws, liberty, and coo-stitution. As, however, the operation of political causes

is generally gradual, the progress of husbandry was not

hitherto universal in Scotland ; in the lowland districts it

had made such considerable advances as to equal most

counties in England. In the highland frontiers, gentle

men were beginning to know the use of fertilizing com

posts adapted to the nature of the soil and climate, and by

means of these to establish a regular rotation of crops ;

but opinion and usage surviving institution, the encour

agement to farmers was in those districts inadequate. The

tenements were too small to admit an accumulation of

capital sufficient for the purposes of improvement ; and

few leases being granted, the precarious dependence of

the tenure prevented every expenditure that was not abso

lutely necessary for the productiveness of a single year.

Some landed proprietors, however, among the valleys of

the Grampians exercised a liberal and wise policy in the

allotment of their farms, by letting such quantities of land

as to admit the full employment of the tenant's skill, and

granting leases which stimulated his industry. The bene

ficial effects which accrued to such judicious landlords in

fluenced others, and the prospect of agricultural improve

ment in those districts was favourable. A succession of

cold seasons some years before had damped the spirit of

agricultural improvement; but these terminated in 1773,a

a Here I think it will not be foreign to pur purpose to mention a theory

which whs formed by the peasants of Athol, a district of Perthshire, concerning

the severe years, the natural cause of their continuance and termination, as it il

lustrates the character and notions of our fellow-subjects in an extensive and po

pulous district. Acute and intelligent, with their time not fully occupied by ru

ral business, the highbinders are much addicted to speculation, especially on

physical subjects, which make a forcible impression on their senses and obser
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and were followed by fruitful seasons. In more re- CHAP,

mote and barren parts of the highlands, during the years ^i^Lof scarcity, extreme indigence prevailed, and the evils 1777

.were dreadfully aggravated by subordinate oppression.

Though dissolved by law, the feudal system here continued

in fact, without the patriarchal sentiments which had

rendered the chieftain and his retainers one large family.

The proprietors having assigned their lands in large allot

ments to tacksmen, who, both in situation and conduct,

bore a striking resemblance to the middle-men who are so

oppressive to the Irish peasantry, great emigrations took

place. For improving the state of the people, the only

effectual means of repressing this spirit, attempts were

made to stimulate the inhabitants of the coasts to seek

from the ocean those riches, which the coldness of the cli

mate and the barrenness of the soil denied to their indus

trious efforts. Various projects were formed for promo

ting the fisheries, but hitherto with very partial success.

The influence of the union began to extend even to the

remote highlands : gentlemen in the army or other profes

sions became conversant with English sentiments and prin

ciples, learned a respect for the rights and happiness of

their fellow men, and perceived that by encouraging ac

tivity and enterprise among their tenants, they would even

tually render them more productive. But this spirit was

not yet become general; many of the lower proprietors,

as well as of the higher class, whose range of observa

tion, thought, and sentiment was narrowed within the cir

cle of their domains, preferred lordly supremacy over

humble dependants, to all the benefits accruing to a land

lord from an independent cultivator of his lands on the

terms of fair reciprocity between man and man. Light

ration. The cold seasons that had sterilized their fields were naturally the chie'f

topics of their discourse. Desirous of ascertaining the cause, in the want of facts
like much deeper philosophers, they had recourse to conjecture. The favour- •ite hypothesis was, that Scotland had revolved within the influence of a frozen

stir, and would hecome colder and colder as long as this attraction lasted. In

the year 1774, the king's astronomer, Mr. Maskelyne, came to that country,

w ith the view of making observations from one of the highest mountains ; Schie- .

hallion was accordingl}' chosen. The theorists apprehended his object was to

melt the frozen star: the season proved at first extremely rainy, which they

imputed to the dissolution of the frost, but it afterwards became warm and ge

nial, 'which they attributed to the complete success of the experiment. Such w'al

their belief at the time, and long after, as I myself k»(Il" ; 9>id I have heitfW

that among the old it continues, to this day.
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CHAP, and civilization required to be much more perfectly diffu-

sed, before the energies of the highlanders were employed

1777 to the degree of advantage of which their combined talents,

resolution, and enterprise are susceptible.

Ecclesias- The lower ranks in Scotland have a greater propor-

putesagi- tion of knowledge, than corresponding classes in many

]an«|ScOt otner countries. One great branch of the study even of

peasants and mechanics, (strange to say,) is metaphysical

divinity. The equalising spirit of presbyterianism, in

matters of faith, pays much less regard to human autho

rity, than is bestowed by the votaries of heirarchical estab

lishments ; and nothing is more common than to find a day

labourer contending with the parson of the parish concern

ing interpretations of scripture and points of orthodoxy.

Connected with this anxious care for the doctrines of the

church, is a no less vigilant watchfulness for her gov

ernment. While England was so much occupied by

Wilkes and the colonies, Scotland, without being regard

less of these, was chiefly agitated by questions concerning

the source of clerical appointments. The law of the land

established patronage, either of the crown, public bodies,

or individuals : a great body in the church, headed by

Robertson, supported the continuance of the law as it

stood ; a smaller but considerable body in the church,

supported by numerous votaries among the people, desired

an abolition of the law of patronage ; and until that should

be effected, such a modification in its execution as would

eventually amount to popular election. h After the reestab-

lishment of the law of patronage in 1712, the clergy found

the people extremely averse to the revived mode, which

they considered as a remnant of episcopacy, and even of

popery ; and many of their own body entertained a simi

lar opinion. It was a maxim in presbyterian government,

from John Knox downwards, that a presentee, although

perfectly well qualified, and unexceptionable in life and

doctrine, was nevertheless inadmissible to his clerical

office, till the concurrence of the people who were to be

under his ministry, had been regularly ascertained. The

b See Dr. Hill's paper on this subject, as quoted by Mr. Stewart in his Life of

Robertson, p. 159, Sec. which exhibits a very masterly view ot this question, but

hl more detail than it would, suit the purposes of this history Ul transcribe.
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form of expressing this concurrence was by the subscrip- CHAP,

tion of a paper termed a call, and many of the clergy would yj^^

refuse the lawful presentee, unless he had in his favour l777-

this expression of parochial approbation ; thus the mode

intended and ordained by the law of the land was trans

gressed, and the people were gratified by a violation of

the statute. During the first years of the present reign

this subject was very strongly debated under two views,

judicial process in the present circumstances, and the ex

pediency of application for a total repeal of the law. On

the first question which came before almost every meeting

of the general assembly in some case of appeal, the sup

porters of calls argued from the maxims of presbyterian-

ism, and repeated practice, which they endeavoured to

establish as usage and common law ; and from the gene

ral spirit of liberty. The advocates of patronage argued

from the express statute, which every judge is bound to

follow, whatever may be his own private or individual

maxims or opinions ; and contended that practice never

can be pleaded in opposition to positive law. A great

majority of the people, as might be naturally expected,

adhered to those clergy who proposed to allow such weight

to popular suffrage, and the clerical opponents of patron

age were as a body the chief favourites of the multitude.

Among them there were many individuals of respectable

talents, and some of transcendent abilities ;c but the great

mass of clerical erudition, and the brightest luminaries of

literary genius, were on the side of existing law. Against

particular exercises, as well as the general principle of

patronage, an outcry was raised, which disturbed Scotland

much longer than the Middlesex election agitated Eng

land. In 1766, the leaders of the popular party proposed

an application to the legislature for the abolition of pa

tronage ; but after a very able debate, their motion was

rejected. From that time no regular attempt was made

to change the law, although on every judicial question

within its operation it continued to be reprobated by the

votaries of popular election.

o Such as Drs.Erskine and Webster ; but, beyond all, Dr. Dick. See Stew

art-s Lite of Robertson.
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CHAp. Sootland, during this period, was peculiarly distin-

^i!^^, guished for literary effort. In the preceding yeard died

l777 David Hume, whose writings must occupy such an im-

Literature nortant share in a history of the learning of the eighteenth

ofScot- 1 . r i . . • . ., ,
land. century. As a profound and comprehensive philosopher,

JMmIoso- Hume had few equals. The powers of his understanding

were extraordinary in natural acuteness and strength, and

sharpened and invigorated by assiduous exercise ; his

knowledge was extensive, accurate, and multifarious ; his

faculty of communication was proportioned to his talents

and acquisitions ; his language is plain, easy, varying

with the subject, frequently elegant, and always strong,

without any apparent effort. Such intellectual abilities,

however, even though accompanied bv integi ity and bene

volence, were not uniformly directed to the real benefit

of mankind. With valuable good that accrued from this

sage, there was mixed an alloy of evil. His enmity to the

religion of his country was pernicious in proportion to the

ingenuity of his sophistry, and the extent of his fame.

His Treatise upon Human Nature, from false principles,

by subtle system of inferences, endeavoured to establish

conclusions contradictory to common sense, and rarely

has greater genius been exerted in discovering important

and beneficial truths, than are here exercised to impress

extravagant absurdities : seldom has mind more pow

erfully displayed its energies than in trying to disprove

its own existence.6 Wild and visionary as the system

is, yet there are many observations of the highest value ;

and the author's mode, together with his example, sti

mulated readers to a degree of intellectual exercise which

strengthened their understandings; the examination of

false or erroneous subtlety eventually facilitated the attain

ment of truth. The publication of these notions was

moreover of signal service to the science of pneumatology,

in the answers which they called forth. Of these the most

distinguished were Beattie's Essay upon Truth ; which in

a popular, animated, and impressive manner, expatiated

on the wild theories that Hume supported ; and Reid's

d August 1776. e See Hume-s theory of ideas and expressions, Trem

the ofJluiium JYatuvf-.
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Inquirv into the Human Mind on the Principles of Com- CHAP,

mon Sense. By rousing the investigating powers of this ^-^1^very profound philosopher, Mr. Hume has been the means 1777

of enlarging man's knowledge of his own faculties. The

infidelity of Hume, mischievous as it is in itself, has in

cited the friends of religion to add new muniments to the

Christian faiih. The Essay on Miracles, and the Natural

History of Religion, produced from the ability and learn

ing both of Scotlandf and England8 answers .which consti

tute valuable additions to rational theology ; and thus the

aberrations of genius corrected by sound reasoning and

wisdom, serve to promote the cause of truth. The im

pression, however, of the Hurrran infidelity was by no

means effaced: so renowned an author gave a currency to

his opinions which they long retained, and at the period

before us they were extremely prevalent among youthful

men of letters. The moral system of the philosopher,

though far less objectionable than his religion, is not with

out its defects ; probably less in the intention of the author,

than the interpretation which his principles may admit.

Identifying virtue with utility, and not exactly marking

the boundaries of that utility which he denominates virtu

ous, he has misled inferiorh theorists into very absurd and

pernicious conclusions. His scheme implicitly and indis

criminately adopted, tends to render indefinite expediency,

private interest, and state policy, the springs of human

conduct, instead of conscience and religion ; but though

this treatise cannot be admitted, at least by the votaries

of revealed or even natural theology, as a just and salu

tary system of morals, the illustrations and incidental re

marks contain a portion of wisdom, which, apart from his

other works, would be sufficient to evince the profound

ability of the author. The politics of Hume are differ

ently estimated according to the previous opinions which

their examiners have formed. One observation is obvi

ous, that though he verges to the notions of the tories con

cerning government, he inculcates his doctrine on a very

different principle. Far from having recourse to divine

right, he only carries his moral doctrine of expediency to

f Dr. Campbell. g Dr. Hard:

h See Godwin's Political Justice, passim.

Vol. II. X
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CHAP, affairs of state ; and infers, that in the usual course erf

^J^^ conduct, it is safer for the individual and society to ac-

1777. quiesce in partial abuses than to attempt correction by.

force, and this is the whole extent of Hume's toryism ;

so that, according to him, compliance or refusal comes to

be a mere question of prudence in the existing case.i

Writings contrary to the observation and experience

of mankind are rarely lasting. The metaphysical para

doxes of this extraordinary man are not the foundation of

his permanent fame ; the work which consecrates Hume to

immortality is that monument of his genius, which leaving

speculative subtlety, descends to be the vehicle of practical

History, wisdom. His history is probably the first composition of

that important species which is to be found in ancient or

modern times ; not less penetrating and profound than

Tacitus and Thucydides, he has chosen a subject that ad

mitted of greater extent and variety than either of these

illustrious writers ; he has exhibited man as progressively

advancing from barbarism and ignorance to civilization

and knowledge ; and in all these situations, employments,

and exertions, which develope his intellectual and moral

character ; the narrative is interesting and deeply engages

the reader ; the materials are arranged with the clearness

of a mind that surveyed every part and the whole of its

subject ; the civil, ecclesiastical, political, and literary fea

tures of the times are exactly and strongly delineated :

throughout this grand production, we perceive the critic

of combined taste and science, the philosopher, the .politi

cian, the successful investigator and exhibitor of active man.

Every friend to Christianity must regret that there is, in

such an estimable work, a considerable portion of matter

which is really inimical to religion, though professedly in

tended to expose to ridicule, contempt, and censure, some

of the superstitions that assumed its name ; but the scepti

cal impressions that render such strictures dangerous, are

only temporary ; whereas the benefit of the illustrious les

sons of wisdom will endure as long as the language that

conveys them is known, and as judgment exists to appre

ciate excellence. With the Corypheus of Scottish litera-

i Hence l)r. Johnson calls Hume a tory by accident, and not from principle.

See Uuswell.
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ture many others were nearly cotemporary. Having CHAP,

founded his fame in the former reign, Robertson., in the y^^^

present, raised a splendid superstructure ; the historian of

Charles V. traced the connexion between ancient and

modern man, in the old world; then winging his flight to

the new, he exhibited the spectacle of savage life in a more

just and striking form than is elsewhere to be found. On

nations in the cradle of society he bestowed a patient in

vestigation and able deduction in exhibiting the wants and

character of their infant state ; by unity of design, skilful

selection, and masterly execution, he presented an exact,

glowing, and interesting picture; he bestowed on his story

and characters almost dramatic animation ; while the im

pressive description of the poet did not preclude the truth

of the historian, or the reflection of the philosopher. In

his inquiries into the bodily constitution of the Americans,

the qualities of their minds; their domestic, civil, and poli

tical state and institutions ; their arts, their religion, their

manners, and their customs ; he instead of imputing their

character and condition to physical nature, with vigorous

sense, and sound philosophy, ascribes them to moral and

political causes. The success of Hume, and of Robertson

stimulated historical adventure in the southern part of the

kingdom, and contributed to rouse a writer fitted for trans

mitting to posterity the decline and fall of the Roman

Empire. The first volumes excited a curiosity and ex

pectation which it required historical powers of the highest

kind to gratify in the subsequent efforts. These illustri

ous writers chose some specific, though grand portion of

story, as the subject of their exhibition of human nature.

Fergusson presented man under a more general view;

The Essay on civil Society traced the species through all

the varieties, progression, and declension of the social state ;

from the first perceptions of sense to the general conclusions

of science ; the earliest operations of sentiment and reason

to the heights of moral and political knowledge ; and fol

lowing barbarity through various stages, conducted it to

refinement; until politeness degenerated into enervation, Political

and effeminate vice destroyed what manly virtue had ac- econom*

quired. Smith unfolded the philosophy of political econ

omy, and promulgated the rules and conduct by which
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CHAP, individuals and nations might arrive at opulence, and the

^^^^ various species of productive industry might be exerted

l777 with the greatest success. Blair gave to the public the

Eloquence, first volume of sermons which decorated christian morality

with all the charms of refined taste and polished composi

tion, and by persuasive eloquence impressed beneficial

Poetry. truth. Home introduced the tragic muse into the Scottish

woods, rendered the banks of the Carron as interesting as

the shores of the Adriatic, and engaged the heart for sir

Malcolm's Matilda as if she had been Priuli's Belvidera.

These were among the most distinguished efforts in phi

losophy, history, and poetry, by which Scotland aspired at

literary fame, not unworthy of the partner with whom she

was now happily united ; whose liberal munificence, spring

ing from the energy of freedom, affords to every species of

beneficial talents the strongest motives for exertion and

display.
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CHAP. XX.

Conduct of France and Spain.—Changing sentiments of the

French.'—Meeting of parliament—King's speech de

clares the necessity of continuing the war.—Debates on

the address.—Inquiries into the state of the nation.—

Lord Chatham takes an active part in parliament,—Re

newal of the law for detaining suspected persons Mr.

Fox's grand plan of inquiry into the state of the nation—

allowed under modifications.—News arrives of Bur-

goyne's fate.—Different conduct of lord North and lord

George Germaine.—Operations of ministers during the

recess.—Voluntary contributions for levying new regi

ments.—Propriety of these discussed in parliament.—

Mr. Fox's inquiry into the state of the nation.—Mr.

Burke's motion respecting the employment of Indians.—

Lord North's plan of negotiation xvith the colonies..—

Commissioners appointed.—Hostile intimation from

France.—Mr. Fox's proposed inquiry thereon into the

state of the navy.—His inquiry into the plan and pre

parations of the Canada expedition.—Schism in opposi

tion, on the question ef American independence.—Dis

cussion on the subject in the house ofpeers.—Last effortsof lord Chatham.—His illness, death, and characterTributes of respect and gratitude paid to his memory bi/

parliament.—Application to parliament in favour of Ire

land.—Consideration postponed.—Repeal of king Wil

liam's act respecting Roman catholics.—Supplies.—Ways

and means, and taxes.—Motion for an inquiry repect-

ing expenditure—rejected.—Dignified speech of his ma

jesty at the close of the session.

WHILE Britain was engaged in so momentous CHAP,

a contest, her European neighbours anxiously watched ^C-^

operations and events. France and Spain opened their t777.

ports to American ships so early as 1776, and treated the Conduct of

colonists in every respect as an independent people. The and Spain.
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1777.

CHAP, laws for prohibiting commerce between Britain and her

xx. opponents, ultimately punished only Britain herself: pre

cluded from trade with the parent state, the provin

cials supplied the deficiency from the markets of our

rivals. Not contented with reaping the benefit of the new

traffic, the great Bourbon kingdoms abetted the revolters

in their hostilities; their privateers were openly received,

and their prizes publicly sold, in the French and Spanish

ports. The French furnished the provincials with artil

lery and all kinds of warlike stores; their engineers and

officers carried skill and discipline to the American ar

mies. Two principles prompted our potent neighbours to

assist the revolted colonies ; the ancient spirit of rivalry

Miaouing determined the court, and the modern sentiments of liber-

o?'th"lentS ty instigated the people. The literarv efforts in the reign

trench, of Lewis XIV. had been chiefly employed on works of

fancy and taste, or of physical research, but now began to

take a different direction, and to investigate theological

and political philosophy. It required little penetration to

perceive, that both the ecclesiastical and civil establish

ments of France were extremely defective ; that they nou

rished superstition instead of true religion, and sought the

gratification of the court instead of the welfare of the peo

ple. Having discovered these imperfections, many now

ran into the contrary extreme : Voltaire, D'Alembert, Hel-

vetius, and, above all, Rousseau, gave the tone to fashion

able literature : great numbers of the nobility and gentry

became deists and republicans; and as the friends of a

commonwealth, they were easily induced to favour the

revolters from a monarchical government. Mild, gentle,

and indolent, if left to himself, the king would have been

linle inclined to hostilities; but those who had the greatest

influence with him were of a very different character: his

queen, Mary Antoniette of Austria, having the enterprising

spirit of her mother, was desirous of promoting the glory

and power of the crown to which she was affianced, and

humbling its rival. The duke ile Choiseul, always an enemy

to the enterprising rival of France, eagerly promoted the

cause of the Americans against England. Sartine, the

naval minister, hoped that a war with England, when so

much of her strength was employed against her late sub
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jects, would attain his favourite object, the eXaltation of CHAP,

the French, and the depression of the British navy. These

dispositions were promoted by the American ambassadors ; nn.. -

first, partially by Messrs. Silas Dean and Arthur Lee, and

afterwards more effectually and completely by the illustri

ous Franklin. Having reached the highest distinctions as

a natural philosopher, this sage eclipsed the glory of his

physical theories by his political practice ; patriotically

devoted to his native country, he was warmly attached to

the British interest, while he considered it as compatible

with the welfare of America. He had sojourned many

years in the metropolis, and from his extraordinary talents

was connected with able men of all ranks : he strenuously

deprecated the measures of government, and uniformly

foretold that the consequences would be fatal. Finding the

proceedings of administration daily more hostile to the

colonies, and that no petitions would be received or regard-,ed, he withdrew, to assist his native land, preparing for

war, which he now deemed unavoidable. He encouraged

her efforts, increased her resources, and presided in arrang--ing her plans and forming her government. Having em

ployed his inventive genius and profound wisdom in pro

viding the means of internal security to his country, he

next undertook to procure her the most useful foreign

assistance. Arrived in Paris, Franklin was courted by all

ranks as the philosopher, the politician, the enemy of Eng

land, and the friend of liberty. He succeeded in deter

mining the court of France to a war apparently pregnant

with discomfiture and distress to Britain, but destined

eventally to recoil on the aggressor. The state of France

was at this time favourable to financial resources : in 1776,

M. Neckar being placed at the head of the treasury, by

his skill and industry so much reduced the national expen

diture, and improved the revenue, that the king saw him

self in a condition to encounter England without subject

ing his people to new taxes. Great warlike preparations

were carried on during the year 1 777 ; but, as the pro

phetic wisdom of Chatham had foretold, France continued

to abstain from actual hostility, until the event of the con

test with the colonies should be ascertained. Thoroughly

informed of the mighty force which Britain was employing
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CHAT in America, from her experience of British valour and

w
conduct she could not reasonably anticipate the ineffectual

17-7 result of partial success, or the decisive completion of dis

aster. The hopes of England, she knew from the late

campaign, had been extremely sanguine; but they had in

no quarter been fulfilled, and in one had entirely been

blasted.

The calamity of Saragota finally decided the counsels

of France ; the moment of humiliation and debasement

was chosen by the court of Versailles to give a fatal blow

to the formidable power of her rival. Spain was no less

favourable to the cause of the Americans : but harassed

and fatigued by her wars with the barbarians of Africa,

though as prone to hostilities with England as the elder

branch of the Bourbons, she was not equally prepared for

immediate commencement.

Meeting of Parliament met the20th of November; at that time

parln- intelligence had not been received of the disastrous fate

ment. 0

of Burgoyne's expedition, and the progressive advantages

of general Howe, with the force under his command,

justified the expectation of much more signal and impor

tant successes, than those that were actually attained,

when the general, instead of pursuing Washington, closed

the campaign in the dissipation of Philadelphia. His

majesty's speech spoke hope and confidence. Having

afforded his servants the means of victory, the king con-

_ .. , eluded that they would be employed with effect.k The

The kings - ,

speech de- powers (he saidj committed by parliament to the crown

tlltl^xy had been faithfully exerted ; and he trusted, that the con-

of continu. duct and courage of the officers, with the spirit and intre-

*fr. 'e pidity of the soldiers, would be attended with important

success. Persuaded that both houses would see the ne

cessity of preparing for such further operations as the con

tingencies of the war and the obstinacy of the rebels

might render expedient, his majesty was for that purpose

pursuing the proper measures for keeping the land forces

complete to their present establishments ; if he should

have occasion to increase them, a reliance was placed on

the zeal and public spirit of parliament to enable him to

make the requisite augmentation. Although repeated

k See State Papers 1777
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assurances were received of the pacific disposition of 6HAF.

foreign powers, yet, as the armaments in . the ports of

France and Spain were continued, he judged it advisable 1J77

to make a considerable addition to our naval force ; it

being equally the determined resolution of the king not to

disturb the peace of Europe, and to be a faithful guardian

of the honour of his crown, and the rights of his people.

He informed the commons, that the various services

which had been mentioned would unavoidably require

large supplies ; and assured them that nothing could relieve

his mind from the concern which it felt for the burdens im

posed on his subjects, but a conviction that they were abso

lutely necessary for their honour and safety. His majesty

was resolved to pursue the measures in which they were

bow engaged for the reestablishment of constitutional sub

ordination, and still hoped that the deluded multitude

would return to their duty. The restoration of peace,

order, and confidence, to his American colonies, he would

consider as the greatest happiness of his life, and tlW chief

glory of his reign. The addresses, as usual, echoed the

speech ; and their supporters not only justified the mea

sures of government, but expatiated on the beneficial con-

tequences which they had produced, and on the flourishing

state of public affairs. The opponents of ministers pro- Rebates on

posed an amendment, requesting his majesty to adopt some drew,

measures to accommodate the differences with America j

and recommending a cessation of all hostilities, in order to

effectuate so desirable a purpose. We were now, they

said, in a much worse situation than when we began the

war ; fifty thousand land forces, a hundred ships of war,

and thirty millions of increased debt, had not advanced

the attainment of our object. Minister,s had asserted that

we were fighting for a revenue, and thus had deluded the

country gentlemen and others into an approval of their

system : was the accumulation of mortgages the means of

meliorating income ? The ministerial assertions concern

ing the prosperity of the nation were totally unfounded in

truth. The loss of our American trade was in itself such

a diminution of opulence and strength, as must have

severely and visibly affected the greatest and wealthiest

1 See Parliamentary Debates 1777.
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CH KT. state that ever existed ; but when to this was added the

consequent ruin brought on our West India islands, the

annihilation of our Mediterranean, African, and Levant

commerce, with the failure of our fisheries, arising from

the same cause, could our circumstances be justly said t»

be flourishing ? The depreciation of landed estates, the

rise of interest, the fall of stocks, and the multiplicity of

bankruptcies, were barometers which plainly indicated the

commercial and political fall of British prosperity. Were

these the documents from which ministers could evince

the truth of their position ? If such already were the con

sequences of the contest with our colonies only, what were

we to expect when the house of Bourbon contributed its

combined strength and resources ? Let parliament reflect

on the situation to which they had brought the country by

their support of ministerial counsels, and change a system

so often demonstrated to be pernicious, but of which the

mischiefs had far exceeded the predictions of warning

wisdom. The earl of Chatham took a very active share

in adducing and supporting these arguments ; and whereas

fc^nftakxi" ministers insisted that both the honour and interest of

an active Great Britain required perseverance, he denied that it was

5ament*r truly honourable to persist in a hopeless undertaking, or

advantageous to seek an impracticable object by destruc

tive means. Such was the reasoning by which the cele

brated orators and statesmen"' of opposition simplified and

exhibited the state of the country and the conduct of

administration, in order to show that, to recover our

former greatness, it was necessary to abandon those mea

sures by which our distresses had been incurred. They

were, however, unavailing ; the proposed amendments were

rejected, and the addresses carried by considerable majo

rities, though not so great as those which had voted with

the minister at the commencement of the war. In the

house of commons especially, the country gentlemen began

to perceive, that the promises of American revenue to relieve

them from their burdens, were so far from being realised,

that the imposts were rapidly accumulating : they indeed did

not vote against ministry, but were very cold in their

support.

m See speeches of Fox, Burke, and Chatham, with others in the debate.
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One of the first acts of the session was a renewal of CHAP,

the law for detaining suspected persons. In discussing

this proposition, the opponents of administration contend- ,777

ed, that as its principle was unconstitutional, so its ope- Renewal of

u j u c j i_ i • r f the law for

ration had been tound to be useless : in fact, no occasion detaming

had occurred for carrying it into effect. Ministers argued, p"^^

that its cause, the American rebellion, still continued, and

thereby rendered its renewal necessary ; it had been ori

ginally intended less to punish, than to prevent treason.

The circumstance from which opposition endeavoured to

demonstrate its uselessness, really arose from its prevent

ive efficacy : disaffected men were by the fears of this

law restrained from acting according to their dispositions,

by abetting and cherishing revolt. The law was renewed.

From the debate with which the session commenced to the

Christmas recess, the great object of opposition was in

quiry into the state of the nation. After several incidental

and prelusive debates, the conduct of this momentous

question was undertaken by the comprehensive genius of

Mr. Fox. The penetrating and expansive understanding

of this extraordinary man conceived and proposed a plan

adequate to the magnitude of the object. " It was use- Mr. Po*

" less (he said) to waste time in vain declamation ; let us JJIq^"^,

" establish general facts by an accurate induction of par- tothestat*

" ticulars. The great question concerning the propriety Son,6"**

" of perseverance in the American war,, depends on the

" experience which we already possess, and a calculation of

" the means which remain to the nation for the attainment

" of this favourite object." The principal premises of his

projected investigation he reduced to the following gene

ral heads : 1st, the expenses of the war, and the resourcea

which the nation possessed to raise the supplies necessary

for its continuance; 2dly, the loss of men from that war;

3dly, the situation of trade, both -with respect to America

and the foreign markets ; 4thly, the present condition of

the war, the hopes that might be Tightly entertained from

its continuance, the conduct and measures of the present

administration, the means of obtaining a lasting peace, and

our present state with regard to foreign powers ; 5thly, what

progress the commissioners had made, in consequeace of

the powers with which they were intrusted for the par.*
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CHAP, pose of bringing about a peace between Great Britain and

^ " her colonics. These inquiries would include a great va-

1777. rietv of questions, and would demand the production of a

multiplicity of documents. If, he said, on fully exploring

our situation, it should appear dangerous and disgraceful,

and to have arisen from the misconduct of ministers, a

new set must be necessarily appointed ; but if, on the other

hand, the state of the country be flourishing and glorious,

as its advantages and splendor are confessedly owing to the

present ministers, they must be supported. By inquiry

only can it be ascertained what our condition is, and how

far their conduct has been wise or foolish. The more

complete the communication of documents may be, the

more thoroughly can we estimate the merit or demerit of

ministers. If they are conscious that their measures are

right, they «will court discussion ; if they are aware they

are wrong," they will either oppose a scrutiny, or endea

vour to defeat its purpose by garbled or- imperfect infor

mation. Lord North easily perceived, that such strong

reasoning could not be directly controverted ; and that, on

i the other hand, the admission of the proposition in its full

extent would be neither expedient nor agreeable to admin

istration ; he therefore endeavoured to please both parties,

which is He professed to support Mr. Fox's motion. It would, he

nildereer-- sa1^' anC°rd ministers an opportunity of justifying their

tain re- conduct, and pro.ving the nation to be in a flourishing state :

he wished, however, to reserve to himself the right of

• ithholding such papers from the house, as it might be in

convenient, dangerous, or prejudicial to government, to

expose. Mr. Fox readily perceived the object and lati

tude of this discretionary exception, and soon put the real

intentions of ministry to the test. A multiplicity of pa

pers being at his instance produced, he proposed that they

should be referred to a committee of the whole house,

which should sit two months after that day, on the 2d of

February, to afford time for the production of the requir

ed papers, lists, and accounts. These propositions being

carried, he moved for an address to his majesty, for copies

of all the papers relative to steps taken in conformity to the

prohibitory act of 1776, for granting peace to those wh«

should submit to the king's authority. The minister saw
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that the object of this motion was to prove that the CHAP,

prohibitory act had estranged the colonies, as opposition

had predicted, instead of conciliating them, as ministers 1777

had prophesied. He therefore vehemently opposed the

motion, as tending to produce discoveries which would be

unwise and prejudicial to the country. Without proving

this assertion, he repeated it with such a variety of illus

tration, as by many members was received for proof; and

the papers were withheld. In the house of peers, however,

very much to the surprise of both parties in the commons,

on a similar motion, the required papers were ordered,

without a debate. From this grant of the ministerial

lords, of what was refused by their colleagues in the other

house, opposition conceived the grounds of their opinions

strengthened, respecting the want of concert among the

members of administration. ,

But the arrival of intelligence from America soon pre- Newsar-

rives ot the
sented the stale of the nation in a more dismal light, than disaster at

the sagacity of a Fox, a Burke, or a Chatham, had antici- Sarat°Sa-

pated. On the 3d of December, despatches were received

at the secretary of state's office, announcing the fate of the

northern army. Uncertain rumours being spread in the

course of the morning, as soon as parliament met the se

cretary was questioned respecting the intelligence. Rising

up slowly from his seat, he in a low voice and sorrowful

accent, acknowledged that general Burgoyne and his army

were prisoners of war. For a considerable, time after the

fatal tidings were delivered, a dead silence overspread the

house; shame, consternation, and dismay, from the de

clared issue of their boasted ornaments, did not more

closely enchain the tongues of the promoters of the war, ,

than astonishment and grief at so signal a calamity over

whelmed the thoughts, feelings, and utterance of their

opponents. The stillness, however, of amazement and

grief at length gave way to the loudness of lament and •

the fury of indignation. All the charges and censures

that ever had been or could be adduced, were repeated

and accumulated against the authors of a war so unjust in

principle, and so inexpedient in policy ; against conduc

tors so deficient in wisdom of plan, vigour of execution,

and skilful and effectual application of the multifarious re-
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lords

North and

Germaine.

sources allowed them by the misplaced confidence of par-

f liament, and the credulity of the country. As ministers,

it was said, they displayed gross ignorance, despicable in

capacity, and infatuated obstinacy, in all and every part of

their measures. After having, by a long and uniform

series of mismanagement and folly, brought their coun

try from exaltation to distress, they crowned the mis

chief of their system by a most dreadful disaster. This

ruinous expedition flowed entirely from the same source as

the whole of their pernicious system ; confidence in false

reports and gross exaggeration, which could not once,

much less repeatedly and even constantly, have imposed

upon understandings in the smallest degree discriminating,

unless they had been blinded by their wishes. The se

cretary had projected the northern expedition in his closet.

Sitting in Westminster, he ventured to direct, not only the

general operations, but the particular movements of an

army traversing the deserts of America : there were ru

mours that the inhabitants of Albany would cooperate with

the British army, and ministers had formed their Canadian

plan, according to their usual practice, on implicit faith

in idle reports. A junction, it had been said, was design

ed between the armies of generals Burgoyne and Howe.

To effect this purpose by sea would have been easy, but

by land would have occupied a whole campaign: before

the armies could have joined, the season for united exer

tions must have been past. General Howe, instead of

cooperating with Burgoyne, was ordered to betake himself

to the south ; and Burgoyne and his brave soldiers being

commanded to advance into the wilds of the enemy's coun

try, had fallen a sacrifice to the ill advised directions of

ministers.

Lord North, in the mildness of his disposition,

acknowledged miscarriage, but deprecated blame ; his

intention had been to promote the honour and interest of

his country ; he had counselled, and acted according to

the best of his judgment ; he had always been the adviser

and promoter of peace and would gladly relinquish his

office, if his resignation would facilitate its honourable

attainment. He had been forced into a situation of the

highest responsibility by the circumstances of the times
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and obedience to his sovereign, and had not accepted the

appointment from choice. He had found American affairs

in a state which he by no means approved ; from the dis

positions of the Americans, he saw the difficulty, danger,

and unproductiveness of taxation, and had therefore pro

posed and carried a clause of repeal ; in his subsequent

measures, he had been driven by the force of circum

stances, instead of being led by his own deliberate appro

bation. This gentle reply, which was better calculated

to disarm resentment than to confute argument, diminished

the asperity of invective, without weakening the efforts

of reasoning. Whatever his motives or wishes might be

(said his censurers), the measures actually proposed by

him, and adopted through his ministerial influence with

such obstinacy of perseverance, notwithstanding therepeat-

ed and uniform warnings that he had received, had in

four years brought enormous debt, flagrant disgrace, and

direful calamity on his, country. If, therefore, his inten

tions were so pure and faultless as he represented he incur

red a charge of incapacity, which ought immediately to

deprive him of his situation.

Lord George Germaine was not so explicit as his

colleague ; he merely requested the house should suspend

itsjudgment, until the facts were properly examined. He

also insinuated, that the conduct of the minister and

general should undergo a scrutiny, before a just and accu

rate opinion could be formed. This observation being

construed to imply censure against the absent general,

revived the flame of rage which the mildness of lord

North had cooled; and produced acrimonious violence,

with personal retrospections, totally irrelevant to any busi

ness before the house.

Earl Chatham frequently attended in parliament

this session, which was destined to be his last : he moved

on the 5th of December, that copies of all the orders

issued to Burgoyne relative to the northern expedition,

should be laid before the house. After pouring out his

eloquence against the pernicious system, blunders, and

miscarriages of ministry, the spirit of delusion, he said,

had gone forth; the ministers had imposed on the people,
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CHAP, parliament had been induced to sanction the imposition,

and false lights had been held out to the country gentle-

l777 men : by a promised diminution of tax, they had been

seduced to the support of a most destructive war ; but

the visionary phantom, which had been thus conjured up

for the basest deception, was now about to vanish, and the

conduct of ministers ought to be probed. His lordship's

motion, eloquently and forcible as it was supported, was

carried in the negative. On the 10th of December,

Mr. Wilkes proposed a repeal of the obnoxious laws. Oppo

sition gave him little support ; it was now, thev concei

ved, too late to expect conciliation from such a tardy con

cession, and measures must be adopted more seasonable

in the existing circumstances. On the 11th of December,

an adjournment to the 20th of January was moved and

carried, contrary to the strenuous remonstances of oppo

sition, who in a situation of such emergency, were ex

tremely inimical to so early and long a recess ; and min

isters employed this interval in forming and arranging

measures adapted to the present reverse of fortune.

The loss of the northern army appeared to have entirely

counteracted the schemes of administration for subjugating

America. The advantages obtained under general Howe,

were far from being decisive ; he had taken towns, but

had not conquered the enemy's troops. No additional

forces could be expected from the German princes, and it

would be with difficulty that their corps in our service

would be recruited to their full complement. The bad

success which had already attended our efforts, was very

inimical to the increase, or even separation, of our armies

from our own country. These actual difficulties were

enhanced by expected dangers ; the conduct of the house

of Bourbon was so openly, and, indeed, so glaringly ad

verse to Britain, that war appeared probable, if not cer

tain. In such circumstances, many, not inimical to minis

ters, conceived, that perseverance in our attempts would

be infatuated obstinacy, instead of magnanimous firmness,

and expected that they would desist from such a hopeless

enterprise : but these expectations were totally disappoint

ed ; it was resolved to persist in the system of compulsion.

Lord North was desirous of offering some terms of conei
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tiation; but he agreed with his colleagues, that if these CHAP,

did not produce the intended effect, it was incumbent on XX'

Britain to persist in her plans of force. And if this deter- {777

mination be not altogether consonant to political wisdom, Counsels

it was perfectly conformable to the general series of minis- tcrs 'iurin^

terial conduct. From a review of the measures and pro- the recess,

ceedings for the last four years, it is evident that they had

not considered the great subject of their thoughts and poli

cy so comprehensively and acutely, as to examine, compare,

and estimate the value of the object, with the trouble, ex

pense, and danger of the means, but narrowed their

thoughts to the probability of success. Continuing this

imperfect and partial mode of appreciation, they still en

tertained hopes that they might ultimately prevail. The

force which they had furnished was, they alleged, sufficient

for the object, if it had been properly employed. Much

more effectual advances might have been made by an army

so powerful, and so well supplied, against such an inferior

enemy. By wise and judicious efforts, the British army,

if properly recruited and repaired, must be victorious ;

but, although the necessity of raising a considerable body

of new troops was, on this ground of policy, sufficiently

evident, the means were not so obvious. The late mis

fortune, and the little apparent room for hope, which now

remained, of bettering our condition by force, allowed no

cncouragemenrforan application to parliament ; the minis

ters, therefore, had recourse to the persons and classes

who had shown the greatest eagerness in the prosecution

of the American war, and professed to afford them an op

portunity of testifying their peculiar attachment and loyalty

to the crown. They proposed, that individuals and cor

porations should raise regiments, and being allowed the

bounty money given by government in the time of peace,

should defray the recruiting expenses beyond that sum ;

in return for which, the contracting parties should have

the appointment of the officers, who, it was not doubted,

would willingly undertake to levy a number proportioned

to their respective commissions ; such a quota of men

would make up the requisite supply. In the former

war, Mr. Pitt had experienced many important advan

tages from Scotch Highlanders. Actuated by a mistaken

Vol, II, 2
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CHAP, zeal, these courageous, hardy, and enterprising moun-

taineers had twice struck terror into the bravest British

1777. veterans, and the most populous parts of England ; but

had shown, in Flanders, Germany, and America, that,

when properly instructed and guided, they could fight as

well for their king and country, as, when misinformed and

misled, they had fought against our constitutional law and

government. Part of the present plan was, to bring great

bodies of highlanders into his majesty's service. Of a

migratory and adventurous disposition, and, in those days

of unimproved agriculture, possessing scanty means of

livelihood, those men were much more inclined to the mi

litary profession, than people in richer countries, and of

stationary habits. Besides, there had been a succession

of cold and withering seasons, which had greatly dimin

ished their usual resources from pasturage. Distress com

bined with courage and the spirit of adventure, to dispose

them to be soldiers. In addition to these motives, another

principle was addressed ; the attachment of the peasantry

to the chieftains, so prevalent in all feudal countries ; and

which, in the highlands, combined patriarchal with seigno-

Volunury rial relations. The noblemen, and other chiefs of the

newregi- greatest power and influence, undertook to raise regiments.

ments. From the north, the Mackenzies brought two thousand,

and the Gordons one ; from the northwest and the isles,

the Macdonalds brought one thousand ; from the west,

the duke of Argyle two thousand ; from the southwest,

the duke of Hamilton one thousand ; and from the south

ern frontiers of the highlands, the duke of Athol one

thousand. To this powerful support from the landed pro

prietors, commercial wealth added its efforts : the city of

Edinburgh raised a regiment equally numerous and well

appointed as the others : nor was Glasgow, though she

had suffered very much from the American contest, behind

her eastern neighbour. In England, Manchester and

Liverpool preceded other mercantile towns, in performing

the same service. But, in order to render the efforts of

moneyed opulence generally employed and extensively be

neficial, it was ardently wished, though not so sanguinely

hoped, that London would take the lead ; the city and

corporation were not, indeed, so violently inimical to the
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court, as they had been some years before ; of the popu- CHAP,

lar leaders, some were dead, and others had, from various

causes, lost much of their former influence. The gene- x-rn.

ral sentiment was not so completely changed, as to give

ministers a majority in the municipal councils of the me

tropolis : sir James Esdaile, the lord mayor, was friendly

to administration ; but his authority was not sufficiently

great to determine the livery ; and his motion for corpo

rate efforts to recruit his majesty's forces, was negatived.

A private association, however, was formed, to collect

the contributions of individuals, and considerable sums

were raised. The same mode was adopted at Bristol,

with proportionate effect. In various parts of England

similar attempts were made, but with trifling success : the

great source of contribution, confidence in the ministers

that were to dispose of the product, appeared to be most

frequently wanting. The troops levied in this manner

amounted to about fifteen thousand men, ten thousand of

whom were raised in Scotland.

When parliament assembled after the recess, the con- xhif ifro-i

tributions by individuals or bodies, for repairing the ex- priety of

, - , , . ° ... . voluntary

nausted army, were represented by opposition as illegal levies and

and unconstitutional ; illegal, because men and money had tfous^sdis-

been raised without consent of parliament ; unconstitu- cussed in

tional, because such levies were indefinite as to number, Sen*

and might be employed to deprive the country of its liber

ties. The law lords, and commoners connected with ad

ministration, argued, that the king, by his prerogative,

was empowered to levy men, and to raise an army. When

the new levies were reported to parliament, it was the duty

of that body, if they approved of the measure, to provide

for their subsistence : if otherwise, to refuse a supply,

which in effect, would disband the troops. The money

raised was offered by individuals and bodies, who had a

right to present their own money to the king as well as to

any other person. Voluntary contributions of either men

or money, or both, had been frequently offered in times of

emergency ; as for instance, in the rebellion of 1745, and

the beginning of the seven years war, which were highly

approved by men most distinguished for attachment to

the constitution ; in the former of these eras, by the lord
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CHAP, chancellor Hardwicke ; and the latter, by Mr. Secretary

Pitt. That the offers of individuals, in times of national

lr-8 difficulty, to contribute their utmost efforts, either by men

or money, to the extrication of their country, were not

laudable, and ought not to be received, opposition leaders

were too able to affirm : without discussing the general

principle, they endeavoured to prove, that the cases were

totally different ; and that the only means of relief from

our present calamities was, to abandon coercive measures,

and withdraw our troops from America. Bur, if the aug

mentation was at all necessary, it should have been effect

ed by filling up the old regiments to their full comple

ments ; which would be both more conducive to military

discipline, by attaching new recruits to veterans ; and

more economical, by saving immediately the pay, and

ultimately the half pay, of the officers. The mode now

adopted, raised many gentlemen of no experience, to ap

pointments fit only for veteran officers. The distribution

of military trust bore much more the appearance of minis

terial jobs to increase their patronage, than the policy of

statesmen to strengthen the national force. These objec

tions being canvassed by the supporters of administration,

the question was proposed for granting the sums that were

required for the new troops, and carried in the affirmative.

The time appointed for inquiring into the state of the

nation now drawing near, various motions were made for

the presentment of papers ; especially the instructions

given to the generals in America ; the correspondence

that had passed between the commanders respectively j

and also for accounts of the troops, artillery, and stores,

which were in the various parts of America in the begin

ning of 1774, or sent thither since that time. The papers

required, were either not produced at all, or so imper

fectly, as to withhold in a great degree the desired infor-

Mr. Fox's mation. From the materials however, incomplete as

toThPbtate the.v were5 Mr. Fox attempted to establish one great pro

of the ua- position ; not only the expediency, but the absolute neces

sity, of bringing the American war to the speediest possi

ble conclusion ; and of restoring harmony, upon a broad,

and equitable foundation, between the mother country and

her colonies. He comprehended and exhibited in one

tnn.
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view, the whole series of ministerial counsels ; the detail C^P-

of means, and the particulars and amount of the result ; ^s/^

ministers, he argued, and the majority in parliament, 177s.

had preferred coercive to conciliatory measures ; in conse- **SU;

quence of that preference, Britain had gone to war with

America ; that war had lasted a certain number of years,

had been prosecuted with a specified force by sea and

land, attended with a stated expense of money and lives,

and our utmost efforts in three years had not produced

any material advantage. The army of Britain, in the

course of hostilities, had been much more numerous and

strong, and the army of the enemy less numerous and

weaker, than they were at present : it was nearly impos

sible to place our troops in America on the same relative

footing to the forces of the colonies, with these which had

already failed ; and, after the repeated and continued

failure of a very great force, we could not, consistently

with probability and common sense, succeed with a much

smaller. He enumerated the details of expense incurred ,by the war, stated the resources of the country, and denied

that the nation could support" the continuance, much less

the increase of expense, which perseverance in coercion

would demand : repeating, in detail, the various political

measures of government, from the Boston port bill down

wards, he contended, that they had so much alienated the

minds of the Americans, that a much greater army would

have been necessary to reduce them to submission, than

Britain had sent, or could send. Ministers had not

assisted force by policy : negotiations, it is true, had been

tried, but the obnoxious laws, rejection of petitions, and

the very overtures themselves, had rendered them unavail

ing. From this chain of positions he inferred, that it ani, infef

would be impossible to reduce America by arms ; and our lea>: '

situation respecting France, made it necessary to employ

a strong force for the security of our own country, and of

n An impartial render may probably disapprove of Mr. Epx-s circumscrip

tion of the possible resources of his country : as, in the first place, erroneous in

point of fact, since they were soon found equal to much greater expenditure ;

aud secondly, not proper, to be publicly declared. Disagreement of opinion,

however, concerning the general extent, is perfectly compatible with the most

eiact coincidents of judgment, concerning the impolicy of employing any part

oi them in an attempt to subjugate America, after the. disaster at Saratoga.
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oi' Indians.

our garrisons in Europe. He moved, therefore, that the

committee should address his majesty, that no part of the

old established national forces in these kingdoms, or in

the garrisons of Gibraltar or Minorca, should be sent to

America. To the great surprise of the public, no answer

was made either to the speech or motion ; the question

being called for without a debate, Mr. Fox's proposition

was rejected by a majority of two hundred and fifty-nine

to one hundred and sixty-five.

From: the silence of ministers, it was conceived that

a new scheme was in agitation respecting America, which

determined them to abstain from that subject, until they

should be ready to lay their plans before parliament.

While the public was anxiously expecting the result of

ministerial deliberations, Mr. Fox proposed, and explained

to the committee on the state of the nation, twelve motions,

framed agreeably to the principles and outlines which he

had already stated and drawn. Their object was, to par

ticularise the force employed, the numbers lost, the sums

expended, and progress made ; and to establish, as a gene

ral position, that, in every view of this improvident and

destructive war, they should bear constantly in mind, that,

besides our having suffered such disgraces in its progress

as this country never before experienced, all those thou

sands of lives, and millions of money, had not only been

thrown away to no manner of purpose, but that, on the con

trary, the vast expense of blood and treasure had rendered

conciliation much more difficult, and consequently our situ

ation a3 a nation infinitely worse, than if the sword had

never been drawn. Ministers objected to the several mo

tions, as tending to disclose our situation to the enemy, and

being in other respects hurtful to the country. Resolu

tions of a similar import were moved in the house of peers

by the duke of Richmond, and experienced the same fate.

In reviewingthe conduct of the war, Mr. Buike moved

an inquiry into the employment of the Indians. Detailing

the horrid massacres of these savages with all his anima

tion and force of description, he contended, that the inflic

tion of individual pain, more than the political annoyance

of their enemies, was their object ; and thence argued, that

the,ir mode of hostility was not conducive to the purposes
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-vef civilised nations engaged in a war ; these not being tor- CHAP,

ment, but reduction and pacification. Nothing but neces- v-^^>

sity could excuse the employment of such savage warriors ; 1778-

the reasons that were in force in the war between the

French and English, did not now- exist. The Indian tribes

had formerly been powerful states, relatively to the Euro

pean settlers ; it was then necessary to cultivate amity with

them, in order to prevent their murderous incursions ; but

now their numbers wese reduced, and there remained no

motive or reason for seeking their alliance. To the pur

poses of conquest or coercion, they were totally ineffica

cious ; their employers might, through them, obtain partial

butchery, but could derive no important advantage : on the

appearance of danger, they would immediately desert every

other commander, as they had abandoned Burgoyne. The

employment of the savages was also farther objectionable

as a measure of economy, one Indian soldier cost as much

as five of the best regular troops ; even, therefore, were

their mode of warfare unexceptionable in other respects,

the service did not nearly repay the expense. It was said

by ministers, that if we had not employed the Indians, the

Americans would have employed them against us : but

there was no proof that they ever entertained any such

intention ; and if they had, the cruelty would not have been

so destructive against regular embodied soldiers, who could

so easily repel those undisciplined murderers, as against

scattered and defenceless women and children. The attempt

also to incite an insurrection of the negro slaves in the

southern colonies, he reprobated, as equally barbarous and

impolitic, as farther irritating the Americans by the attempt,

and being in the execution ineffectual; and the motion,

after a long debate, was negatived.

Lord North had frequently afforded ground for an Lord l

opinion that he was by no means so eager for coercive mea- pian'of'ne

sures, as some of his colleagues. He had made several at- sotlM'°A

tempts to produce conciliatory plans, and had shown himself colonics,

not indisposed to concession, until he was recalled by his

coadjutors to the coercive tone of the court.° Although, in

compliance with the more obstinate and imperious mem-

• §ee this History, vol. i. chap. xiv. & passifti.
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CHAP, bers of the cabinet, he expressed a determination to per-

^f^^, severe in the attempt, agreeably to his own disposition as

17;8. we^ as to tne policy which his judgment approved, he once

more made a conciliatory essay, and on the tfth of Febru

ary 1778 he proposed to the house of commons a plan for

that purpose. He repeated his uniform conviction of the

inefficiency of American taxation as a measure of finance ;

and thereby virtually, though not expressly, acknowledged

the false reasoning of those colleagues or supporters who

proposed by war with America to increase our revenue.

He had wished to keep the discussion of taxation as a right

as much as possible out of parliament, being convinced

that its exercise would neither be productive nor expedi

ent. Circumstances and events had forced the subject

upon the legislature, and the uncomplying conduct of the

colonists had rendered war unavoidable. The success of

the hostilities had been totally different from what the

country had reason to expect, from the great, well appoint

ed, and amply provided force, which had been furnished

by government. In the whole course of the last campaign,

sir William Howe, in the number and goodness of his

troops, and all manner of supplies, had been hitherto much

superior to the army of Washington. General Burgoyne,

until the disaster of Bennington, was nearly twice as strong

as Gates. The issue of this expedition was totally differ

ent from the expectations that were reasonably formed ;

but to events, and not to hopes, their plans must be adapt

ed. He moved to bring in two bills, one to declare the

intentions of parliament concerning the exercise of the

right of taxing America ; and another, to enable his majesty

to appoint commissioners for quieting the disorders now

subsisting in the colonies. Five commissioners were to

be appointed, any three of whom were empowered to treat

with the congress, or any other assembly of men, and even

with individuals in America, concerning grievances exis

ting in the government of the colonies, or in the laws of

Great Britain that extended to them ; and contributions,

or any other regulations which might be for the common

good of both countries; with a proviso, however, that such

/ agreements should not be binding until ratified by parlia

ment. The commissioners were to be invested with abso-
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lute power for proclaiming a cessation of hostilities by sea CHAP,

and land, opening an intercourse with the mother country , ^-v^^

suspending the operation of all acts of parliament relating 1778

to the North American colonies passed since the 10th of

February 1763, and granting pardons to every description

of persons.

In viewing these propositions of lord North, one re*

mark is very obvious : if the measure now offered was

right, it ought to have been adopted sooner ; either the

minister evinced want of knowledge and wisdom, in incur

ring the danger and expense of war without an adequate

object; or want of firmness and perseverance, in too rea

dily succumbing under misfortune. To wise and magna

nimous nations, the hour of distress is not the hour of

submission ; and the present offers, after the threats and

denunciations of ministers, were very naturally and fairly

construed to be the concessions of discomfited boasting.

Very mortifying it was to the feelings of every patriotic

Briton, that his country, which had so often dictated to

the most powerful nations of Europe, and had lately, un

der the auspices of Pitt, acquired such greatness and glory,

was now so far changed and humiliated as to be the soli

citor of peace from her recent subjects : galling, indeed,

these reflections were to the generous pride of patriotism ;

it was, however, the province of wisdom to attend less to

feeling, than to real interest. If it be the highest office

of prudence to avoid, in any material case, error of judg

ment conducive to prejudicial conduct, its employment

next in importance is recantation and reform. Dearly

purchased experience had taught us, that coercion would

not succeed, at least without sacrifices greater than the

value of the object conciliation was therefore expedient.

But the proposed system bore the general character of its

author, wishing to please all parties, and satisfying none ;

defeating the purposes of benevolent disposition and acute

understanding, by the want of firmness of temper. It

was stamped with the same mixture of natural conciliation

and adventitious coercion, the same imperfectness of com

prehension, which, in the commencing act of its ministry,

after proposing the repeal of the other obnoxious duties,

reserved the three-penny tax upon tea.

Vol. II. A a
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The speech with which his lordship introduced his

plan, and the propositions themselves, were heard with

profound attention, but without marks of approbation from

any party, class, or individual in the house. The minis

ter declared, that his present sentiments were those which

he had always entertained, and an accurate and minute

examiner of his conduct and character could discover, that

the change here supposed was perfectly conformable to the

uniform tenor of his indecision and fluctuation. But the

greater number of his hearers had attended to acts, rather

than to the mind and circumstances in which they origi

nated, and though surprised at his plan, wondered much

more at the declarations by which it was prefaced. He

had been considered by parliament, and represented to

the nation, as the person the most tenacious of those rights

which he was now willing to resign, and the most averse

from that submission which he now proposed to offer.

The minister received the earliest support from those who

had most vigorously combated his preceding measures,

but expressed their fears that the concessions were too

late, and that they had waited till France had probably

completed a treaty with the American provinces; they

would, however, vote for any scheme that tended to recon

ciliation. The principal bill underwent various animad-

yersions from the usual supporters of the minister. After

several material corrections and modifications, it passed

in both houses without a division. After its amendments

being expressed, the new bill was as follows : " An act

" for removing all doubts and apprehensions concerning

" taxation by the parliament of Great Britain, in any of

" the colonies, provinces, and plantations in North Ame-

" rica and the West Indies ; and for repealing so much

" of an act, made in the seventh year of the reign of his

" present majesty, as imposes a duty on tea imported from

" Great Britain into any colony or plantation in America,

" or relates thereto." The second bill, wliich was a

corollary from the first, passed with little opposition. The

commissioners were, the commander in chief, lord Howe,

the earl of Carlisle, William Eden, esq. and governor

Johnstone. The able and learned Adam Fergusson was

secretary to the mission.
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Ik the beginning of March, the duke of Grafton

informed the peers, that he had received well attested

intelligence, that a treaty was concluded and actually

signed between France and America; and demanded from

ministers, either an acknowledgment, or denial, of this

important act. Lord Weymouth, secretary of state for

the southern department, protested that he had heard no

account of such alliance being formed, or even intended :

but within a week after this declaration, a message was

delivered to each house by the respective ministers, to the

following effect: " His majesty having been informed, by

" order of the French king, that a treaty of amity and

" commerce has been signed between the court of France

* and certain persons employed by his majesty's revolted

" subjects in North America, has judged it necessary to

* direct, that a copy of the avowal delivered by the French

" ambassador to lord viscount Weymouth be laid before

" parliament : and at the same time to acquaint them, that

" his majesty has thought proper, in consequence of this

fl offensive communication on the part jaf France, to send

" orders to his minister to withdraw from that court: his

" majesty is persuaded, that the justice and good faith of

" his conduct towards foreign powers, and the sincerity

" of his wishes to preserve the tranquillity of Europe, will

** be acknowledged by all the world ; and his majesty trusts

" that he shall not stand responsible for the disturbance of

*' tranquillity, if he should find himself called upon to

" resent so unprovoked and so unjust an aggression on the

>l honour of his crown, and the essential interests of his

" kingdom, contrary to the most solemn assurances, sub-

" versive of the law of nations, and injurious to the rights

" of every sovereign power in Europe. His majesty

" relying with the firmest confidence on the zealous and

." affectionate support of his faithful people, is determined

•" to be prepared to exert all the force and resources of

" his kingdoms, which he trusts will be found adequate to

f repel every insult and attack ; and to maintain and up-

" hold the power and reputation of his country." The

minister moved an address to the throne, which, besides

eonforming to the principal positions of the message, de

clared the strongest indignation and resentment at the;
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xx that restless and dangerous spirit of ambition and aggran-

dizement which had so often invaded the rights and threat-

1778. . °ened the liberties of Europe. It concluded with the

strongest assurances of the most zealous assistance and

support, and declared the firmest confidence that the whole

nation would contribute every possible exertion for the

honour and dignity of the crown, and the just rights and

essential interests of these kingdoms.

Proposi- In the house of commons an amendment was proposed,

remova'of tnat nls majesty should remove from his councils those

miaisters. ministers, in whom, from experience of the pernicious

effects of their past measures, his people could place no

confidence in the present momentous situation of public

A^menta affairs. The chief arguments for the amendment were,

that it would be extremely foolish, and no less dan

gerous, to confide the management of the most arduous

war in which Britain had ever engaged, to ministers whose

conduct had been a series of ignorance, rashness, and

weakness, and had already brought the country, from a

high pitch of power and glory, to its present humiliation

and distress ; who, having found the kingdom in peace,

by their counsels and measures had changed that state of

happiness and prosperity into all the horrors and mischiefs

of an unnatural, cruel, and destructive civil war : and

whose ignorance and obstinacy, disdaining all warning,

had plunged this nation into all its present danger and

calamity.p

There could not be a more glaring or criminal instance

of ministerial negligence and imbecility, than that, in times

of peace, they could not discover the designs and trans

actions of France, until they were openly avowed. Min

isters had shown themselves totally unfit for managing

our affairs; therefore they ought not to be trusted with

the conduct of greater and more difficult situations. The

enemy presumed on the notorious weakness and instabi

lity which had long characterised the British counsels.

They knew, that if the ministers had been pensioners of

France, they could not have promoted the interests of

p Parliamentary reports.
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It would be useless to offer any support to his majesty,

without informing him at the same time of the incapacity 177g

of those to whom he had intrusted the management of

public affairs. After such repeated instances of folly,

neglect, and incapacity, the nation could repose no confi

dence in his present ministers ; and their removal alone

could realize any offers of support, and revive the droop

ing spirit of the people. That single measure would strike

more terror into the enemies of this country, than all the

warlike preparations which we were capable of making under

the present notorious imbecility of our councils and con

duct. Against these arguments the minister and his friends against it.

did not offer refutations equally strong ; but they contented

themselves with asserting their conduct to have been un

blamable, and the best which the state of affairs could

possibly admit ; and repeated their asseverations, of the

flourishing state of the country, and its ability to defend

itself, and inflict punishment on our enemies for their

unprovoked attack. The course of the debate brought

forward the question of American independence, and ma

nifested that diversity of opinion on the subject between

certain members of opposition, which had before begun

to discover itself, and eventually rendered them distinct

and even opposite parties. By a part of opposition, the

immediate acknowledgment of the independence of Ame

rica was considered not only as the wisest, but the only

measure which could extricate us from the present evils,

without still greater losses, and with any probable prospect

of deriving future advantage from our colonies. This was

the opinion held by the duke of Richmond, the marquis of

Rockingham, Messrs. Burke, Fox, and other members of

that party ; but the earls Chatham, Temple, and Shelburne,

and lord Cambden, Messrs. Dunning and Barre, with some

other members of both houses, were totally averse from the

independence of America. Such a concession they consi

dered as the greatest of all political and national evils, and

as including the utter degradation and final ruin of Britain.

The other division of opposition admitted the evils to be

great, but not equal to those which must be incurred in
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no effort for that purpose would be ultimately successful.

After the hostile declaration of France, the inquiry

into the state of the nation was principally directed to the

condition of the navy. On the 11th of March, Mr. Fox

into the having taken a view of our naval force in the various har-

statc of the ° . .

nation. hours or this country and the different stations abroad, as

the result of the whole proposed a motion, importing that

the public had paid, in the last eight years, for the ordina

ries and extraordinaries of the navy, though the greater

part of that period was free from hostilities, about double

the sum to which the estimates for the same service amount

ed in the eight years commencing with 1755 and ending

with 1 762, which included the whole ofthe late warj and that

notwithstanding the immense increase of cost, the present

naval force of Great Britain and Ireland was inadequate

to the very dangerous crisis of public affairs. Ministers

neither endeavoured to confute the assertions, nor to over

turn the arguments, of their formidable adversary : the

force which they could not combat, they endeavoured ta

elude ; the motion, they said, was impolitic, as it tended

to expose to the enemy the state and disposition of our

maritime strength ; and by this common objection, they

prevailed on parliament to stifle inquiry.

Hisiuquiry The great statesman of opposition having failed in his

plansand endeavour to investigate the future efficiency of our

prepare- fleets, was not deterred from prosecuting his inquiries,

the Canada which he now turned to the past direction and conduct of

expedition. our al.mieS, ;in(j 0,1 the i9th of March he proposed to the

committee the consideration of the Canada expedition.

He undertook to demonstrate that the plan was impolitic,

Imwise, and incapable of producing any good effect; that

the provision made for it was inadequate to the object,

and that general Burgoyne had acted agreeably to the

tenor of his instructions : if he established these three

positions, (he said) he would deduce from them a motion

concerning the conduct of lord George Germaine. The mi

nisters opposed the inquiry chiefly for the same reason that

they had resisted a former attempt of a similar tendency,

the absence of one of the parties ; they, however, entered

inore into the actual merits of the plan than on the preced
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ing occasion, and endeavoured to prove that the northern CHAP,

expedition was, in the first place, a wise and necessary ^^^^

measure ; that it was capable of success, and the design 177g

evidently practicable ; and that the noble secretary, in

whose department it lay, had omitted nothing which could

be done by an attentive minister to ensure its success.

Although they did not fully enter upon this justification,

yet they brought forward that which they appeared to

consider as their principal ground of defence. The

question being at length called for, the first resolution was

rejected by the majority of 164 to 44. Mr. Fox, enraged

and indignant at the event of this division, not only de

clared that he would not propose another motion ; but,

taking the resolution of censure out of his pocket, tore it

into pieces, and immediately quitted the house.

The duke of Richmond early in this session moved

and procured a grand committee to inquire into the state

of the nation ; and having been very active in forwarding

its investigations, on the 7th of April he took a general

view of the progress and result. It had not produced, ia

every case, he said, the desired information, but the effects

on the whole had been important and beneficial ; they had

ascertained the state of the army and navy, and the vast

expenditure which accrued from the American war.

Ministers, it was true, had used their utmost efforts to

prevent parliament from being informed : but, in opposing

the resolutions as unseasonable, they had fully admitted

the facts on the allegation of which they were grounded.

They were far from pretending that the asserted defi

ciencies of the army and navywere unfounded ; they ob

jected not to the truth of the statement, but to the policy

of the publication. Viewing the state of the resources Thednke

made known through the exertions of the committee, he mond pro-

proposed to finish the inquiry by an address to the throne, JJjJrera'U

which should exhibit an abstract of the information ob- the throne,

tained, the resolutions proposed, and the general inferences

which sprung from the whole.

Founded upon these bases, the projected address

represented to his majesty the state of his dominions;

and expressed the indignation of the house against the

conduct of ministers, by which it was caused. In this.
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CHAP, calamitous, though he trus-e ! not desperate, situation of

XX- public affairs, they reposed their ultimate hope in his

177J majesty's paternal goodness. It reminded the king of

the constitutional principles, whence issued the revolution,

and the accession of his illustrious house ; and the great

and increasing prosperity of the country while its gov

ernment adhered to these principles. It recalled to his

majesty's recollection the prosperous and glorious

STATE IN WHICH HE FOUND THESE RE.\ I MS : contrasted

the condition of that time with the present d-utress, and

declared a confidence that the wisdom and goodness of

the sovereign would put an end to that system under

which so fatal a reverse had taken place. This was the

substance of the duke of Richmond's address, interspersed

through which was poignant asperity against his majesty's

court and administration. While proposing remedies for

the alleged evils, he insisted that the only sure means of

extrication from a war with the colonies, was the recog-

of nition of their unqualified independence. This was apropo-

opuosition sition, to which not only lord North, but the most firmly and

question of violently and ardent supporter of coercive measures was not

American more inimical than the illustrious champion of conciliation,

the earl of Chatham. His lordship had that session frequently

attended the house of peers, less from the relaxation of dis

temper than from the calls of duty, which the increasing cala

mities of his country made him consider as every day more

imperious. In a bodily state fitted only for the stillness and

quiet of a bed of sickness, he encountered the active war

fare of the senate, hoping his counsels might at length be

admitted by those who were experiencing such evils from

former rejection and intractability, and that, in his old

age, he might contribute to restore part of the prosperity,

greatness, and glory, which he had acquired for his coun

try in the vigour of his life, and which left her when he

ceased to guide her affairs. His exertion, in the former

part of the session, so much beyond his bodily strength,

had increased his distemper ; but informed of the business

that was to be agitated, and aware of the doctrines which

would be brought forward, he thought it incumbent on

himself to render it manifest to the world, that though he

agreed with the marquis of Rockingham and his adherents

indepen

(fence
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in reprobating the system of ministry, he totally differed CMAP,

from them on the question of American independence.

He accordingly betook himself to the senate, of which,

for near half a century, he had been the brightest lumi

nary. Having arrived in the house, he refreshed himself

in the lord chancellor's room, until he learned that busi

ness was about to begin. The infirm statesman was led

into the house of peers, attended by his son-in-law, lord

Mahon, and resting on the arm of his second son, Mr.

William Pitt. He was richly dressed in a superb suit of

black velvet, with a full wig, and covered up to the knees

in flannel. He was pale and emaciated, but the darting La*t efforts

quickness, force, and animation of his eyes, and the ex- Chatham,

pression of his whole countenance, showed that his mind

retained its primeval perspicacity, brilliancy, and strength.

The lords stood up, and made a lane for him to pass

through to the bench of the earls, and with the graceful

ness of deportment, for which he was so eminently distin

guished, he bowed to them as he proceeded. Having

taken his seat, he listened with the most profound attention

to the speech of the duke of Richmond. When his grace

had finished, lord Chatham rose : he lamented that, at so

important a crisis, his bodily infirmities had interfered so

often with his regular attendance on his duty in parlia

ment. " I have this day (said he) made an effort beyond

"the powers of my constitution, to come down to the

" house, ptrhaps the last time I shall enter its walls,

" to express my indignation against the proposition of

" yielding the sovereignty of America. My lord, I re

joice that the grave has not closed upon me, that I am

" still alive to lift up my voice against the dismemberment

" of this ancient and noble monarchy. Pressed down as

" I am by the load of infirmity, I am little able to assist

"nay country in this most perilous conjuncture ; but, my

" lords, while I have sense and memory, I never will

"consent to tarnish the lustre of this nation by an ignomi-

" nious surrender of its rights and fairest possessions.

" Shall a people so lately the terror of the world, now fall

" prostrate before the house of Bourbon ? It is impossible.

" I am not, I confess, well informed of the resources of

" this kingdom ; but I trust it has still sufficient to main-

Vol. II. B b
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CHAP, " tain its just rights, though I know them not ; and any

" state, my lords, is better than despair. Let us at least

1778. " make one effort ; and, if we must fall, let us fall like

u »
men.

The duke of Richmond declared his grief and horror

at the dismemberment of the empire to be as great as that

of any man in the house or nation, but how was it be avoid

ed : he himseelf was totally ignorant of the means of

resisting with success the combination of America with

France and Spain. He did not know how to preserve the

dependence of America. If any person could prevent such an

evil, lord Chatham was the man ; but what were the means

that great statesman would propose. Lord Chatham, agi

tated by this appeal, made an eager effort at its conclusion

Hi» illness, to rise ; but before he could utter a word, pressing his hand

to his heart, he fell down in a convulsive fit. The duke of

Cumberland and lord Temple, who were nearest him,

caught him in their arms. The house was immediately

in commotion, strangers were ordered to depart, and the

house was adjourned. Lord Chatham being carried into

an adjoining apartment, medical assistance soon arrived.

Recovering in some degree, he was conveyed in a litterdeath, to his villa at Hayes in Kent, and there he lingered till the

11th of May, when he breathed his last, in the seventieth

year of his age.

Thus died William Pitt, earl of Chatham ; his death

being hastened by his efforts to save his country, whose

interest and glory it had been the business of his life toand oha- promote. Many as are the examples of uncommon ability

racter. wnich English history presents, she has none to record

more brilliant, more forcible, or more beneficial to the times

in which it operated. Surpassing other senators in glow

ing, energetic, and commanding eloquence, he still farther

exceeded them in political wisdom ; astonishing parliament

as an orator, he astonished the nation and all mankind as

a statesman. Rarely have been united in the same person,

such powers of thought, speech, and action. Grasping the

principles, circumstances, and relations to be considered

and discussed, he instantaneously perceived the arguments

to be adduced in deliberation, or the means to be employed

in conduct, Sagacious to discover, rapid and powerful to



REIGN OF GEORGE III. 18 7

invent and combine, luminous and strong to explain and CHAP,

impress, he was decisive and prompt in execution. He not ^^-v-^

only discerned and chose effectual means, but applied them 1773,

at the instant of time which was most favourable to their

efficacy. Thoroughly master of the human character, he

perfectly comprehended the general and peculiar talents

and qualities of all, with whom either accident, inclination,

or duty induced him to converse. Hence he selected the

fittest instruments for executing, in the manifold depart

ments of public service, his wise, bold, and sublime plans.

Not his intellectual powers only, but the estimation result

ing from these, in union with his moral conduct, gave to

Mr. Pitt an authority far transcending that of other min

isters : inaccessible to avarice, unseduced by pleasure and

luxury, the abstinence of his dispositions, and the tempe

rance of his habits, confirmed that confidence which his

wisdom and magnanimity created: destined for the army,

he did not receive an academic education. The ground

work of erudition was indeed laid in classical knowledge;'

but the superstructure was left to himelf. His studies

were ethics, poetry, eloquence, history, and politics ; espe

cially the history and politics of his country. Thus he was,

in a great measure, self-taught. His genius, though ex

traordinary m force and fertility, and enriched with am

ple materials, not being disciplined in proportion to its

capacity and knowledge, did not habitually exert itself in

close deduction ;r but, for grandeur of conception and com

prehensiveness of views, force of reasoning, depth of con

clusion, aivi sagacity of prediction; strength and sublimity

of imagery, and appositeness of allusion; for pathetic in

every kind and variety ; for wielding at will the judgment,

fancies, and passions of his hearers, William Pitt stood

q At Eaton, where he was the eotemporary and friend of Lyttleton and

Fielding

r ileasoning does not merely depend upon power, hut on power confirmed

and facilitated by habit. Every able man is not necessarily a habitual logician :

nor is every age and countrv which exhibits works of great ability, necessarily

eminent for ratiocinative efforts. In the reign of George the second, close argu

ment was not tlie principal characteristic of our senatorial oratory ; brilliant and

powerful images to charm the fancy, pathetic descriptions and e*hibitione te

impress the feelings, aided by graceful elocution and delivery to strike the senses,

were much more prominent in the most approved models, than an unbroken

chain of antecedents and consequences merely conducting truth to the under

standing. Thus the state of the senate encouraged that mode of eloquence whiefe

the early smtfies and pursuits of Mr. Pitt tended to bestowi
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CHAP, unrivalled. Bat his wisdom, magnanimity, and energy,

J^^j are most clearly beheld in their effects. At the beginning

,--g of the seven years war, the nation, perceiving their coun-

. try neglected by ministers, her arms discomfited and inglo

rious, and her spirits drooping and desponding, called on

Mr. Pitt for relief. Unsupported by court interest, obnox

ious to the confederacy which had long prevailed, his genius

overpowered intrigue. He came to the highest office, when

none else by holding it could save the state. Having risen

exclusively by ability himself, his chief object was to bring;

every kind of ability into action which could be beneficial

to the country. Disdaining to govern by parties, he ab

sorbed them all into his own vortex. From torpidity, weak

ness, defeat, disgrace, and dejection, he changed the condi

tion of the nation to ardour, strength, victory, glory, and

triumph. Nor did Britain by her affection, gratitude, and

admiration, or Europe by her astonishment, bear stronger

testimonies of his exalted merit, than France by her hatred

and terror for the name of Pitt. As Britain flourished

while this statesman conducted her councils, from the time

his direction ceased her decline commenced ; but, as he had

caused her elevation by his own wisdom and vigour, he

endeavoured to prevent her downfal through the rashness,

folly, and weakness of others. From the rise of this inno

vating system of colonial policy, he perceived its tendency;

and foresaw and foretold its effects. He tried to avert

the evil, but his attempts were vain : a feeble body, a

constitution debilitated by intense application, and labour

ing under grievous malady, obstructed his regular atten

dance in parliament, to deprecate pernicious measures;

but, when he did appear, his speeches deserved record as

the emphatic dictates of prophesying wisdom. Nature

arrayed transcendency of genius, and grandeur of soul, in

pleasing and striking colours, and bestowed on this favou

rite son an animated and expressive countenance, a tall

and graceful figure, with a dignified mien and deportment.

This statesman possessed ambition in common with

other great minds that are engaged in active life. If, how

ever, he loved power, it was neither to enrich himself nor

his friends, but to aggrandize his country, and humble her

enemies. A more appropriate feature in his character,
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was contempt for tame mediocrity. He perhaps too much CHAP.

disdained that dexterity and address, which, though easily xx'

attained, and no indication of superior talents, often smooths lJ7t

the road for the execution'of wise and beneficial plans ; such

a man must have seen the inferiority of his colleagues ; but

it was not necessary to his political purposes to make them,

feel that inferiority. His unbending resolution is an object

of regret to patriots, as it produced his resignation, when

his services were so essential to his country. In the vari

ous relations of private life, lord Chatham was amiable and

estimable. He married a lady, whose talents and charac

ter rendered her worthy of such a husband ; whose con

versation solaced his mind in the hours of infirmity and

pain, and whose views coincided, and efforts cooperated,

with his own, in the tuition of their several children,

Few and trivial were the blemishes, which merely showed

that this extraordinary man was not exempted from the

imperfections of humanity ; but the historian who desires

to narrate the truth, must endeavour to hand down to pos

terity William Pitt, earl of Chatham, as one of the chief

glories of England.

When the intelligence of lord Chatham's death arrived. Tribute

the house of commons being sitting, colonel Barre, in a ™8P|£jtj

concise but just eulogium, expressed the obligation of the hide paid

country to the deceased statesman, and moved an address morjUj*to his majesty, for directions that his remains should be llal.li»-

. 4 ... , . . . ment.interred at the puolic expense : the motion received gene

ral approbation. A monument was also proposed, and

unanimously resolved to be erected in Westminster abbey.

The following day it was stated to the house, that the illus

trious object of their veneration, highly as he had benefit

ted the nation, had been by no means equally attentive to

his own private fortune ; and that notwithstanding his op

portunities, he had left his family destitute of all suitable

provision. An address was proposed and voted to his

majesty, by which an annuity of 4000l. per annum was

settled for ever on those heirs of the late earl of Chatham

to whom the earldom might descend, and 20,000l. were

granted for the payment of his debts.

Towards the close of this session, application was

made to parliament in favour of Ireland, to relieve that
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CHAP, country from sundry restraints respecting their m»nufac-

XX. tures and trade: these restrictions injured Ireland, it was

17r8 alleged, without serving Britain. From the facts pre-

Appiica- sented by lord Nugent, who introduced the business, and

lUmenUn' other collateral evidence, it appeared that the trade of Ire-

liivour of jand j^ad suff(;recl severely during the war ; that the expor-

tation ot Irish manufactures, was in a great measure sus

pended; that thence numbers of the people were deprived

of their stated employments, and rendered destitute of the

means of subsistence. The decay of the trade was still

more severely felt, in consequence of very heavy additions

which had been recently made to the civil establishment,

by the increase of pensions and other burdensome appoint

ments : the relief solicited . was to take off some of the

many incumbrances which oppressed both the export and

import traffic of that kingdom. In order to favour the

woollen manufactory of England, the Irish had been hin

dered from manufacturing their own wool : the conse

quence was, that Irish wool was smuggled over into

France, to the great detriment of British manufacturers,

as with such materials France would soon be able to rival

n England. Bills were introduced to revive the trade andmanufactures of Ireland, without injuring this country.

The relief proposed in the house of commons was, first,

that the Irish might be permitted to export directly to the

British plantations or settlements all merchandise which

should be the produce of that kingdom or of Great Bri

tain, wool and woollen manufactures only excepted ; as

also foreign certificate goods legally imported: 2dly, that

a direct importation should be allowed to all commodities

being the produce of the British plantations, tobacco only

excepted : 3dly, that the direct exportation of glass manu

factured in Ireland should be permitted to all places ex

cept Great Britain : 4thly, that the importation of cotton

yarn the manufacture of Ireland should be allowed, dutyfree, in Great Britain : as also, 5thly, the importation of

sail-cloth and cordage. Bills founded on these propositions

encountered a strong opposition. The projected change

alarmed the merchants of Bristol and Liverpool, and also

the manufacturers of Lancashire and the county of Not

tingham, who strenuously opposed the admission of Ire
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land to a participation of the rights of British subjects ; CHAP,

and a general alarm was spread through most of the trad- ^^^^

ing and manufacturing parts of the kingdom. They con- 17-8

sidered the admittance of Ireland to any share of Bri

tish trade, as not only destructive of their property, but

being equally subversive of their rights. They were as

little disposed to consent that the people of Ireland should

cultivate their own manufactures, and dispose of their

native commodities at the proper foreign markets, as they

were to admit them to any limited degree of participation.

After much discussion, in which the supporters of the bill The consK-

had the advantage, it was agreed by both parties to defer postponed!

the final adjustment until the next session of parliament.

The opposers gave way to partial enlargements with regard

to Irish trade, from which its supporters hoped that, by

allowing them another session before its final determina

tion, they might become well disposed to promote some

of the propositions.

Sir Philip Jennings Clerk introduced a bill for Bill for ex-

restraining contractors with government from a seat in ^tractors

parliament, unless the contract should be made at a public from the

bidding. The arguments on both sides were obvious : by commons,

the proposers of the law it was alleged, that contracts

were often granted, on the most advantageous terms, for

purposes of corruption : by its impugners, that it would

be very unjust to deprive an individual of his privileges as

a British subject, because he had engaged to furnish at a

stipulated price articles wanted for the public service.

Members of parliament, who were debarred from this

source of mercantile profit, if disposed to traffic in corrup

tion, could, easily accomplish their desire clandestinely

through agents : the bill was rejected by a majority of only

two, the numbers being against it 115, for it 113.

On the 14th of May, near the close of the session, sir Rcrcai Qf

George Saville proposed a bill for the repeal of certain kingWH-

penalties and disabilities, that were established by an act resPecting

of the tenth of William III. for preventing the farther |j;°m*n ea"

growth of popery. The legal and political ability of Mr.

Dunning was chiefly employed in explaining the evils now

proposed to be removed. By the act in question, popish

priests or jesuits, found to officiate in the service of the
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CHAl'. Romish church, incurred the penalties of felony if foreign-

^v-w ers, and of high treason if natives : the successions of

1778. popish heirs educated abroad were forfeited, and their

estates descended to- the next protestant heir : a son, or

other nearest protestant relation, might take possession of

the estate of a father or other next kinsman of the popish

persuasion, during the life of the real proprietor : papists

were prevented from acquiring any legal property by pur-

ehase, a term which in law included every mode of acquir

ing property, but descent : and thus the various sources

of acquisition were shut up from the Roman catholics.

The mildness of government had softened the rigour of

the law ; but it was to be remembered, that popish priests

constantly lay at the mercy of the basest of mankind, com

mon informers. On the evidence of any of these wretches,

the magisterial and judicial powers were necessitated to

enforce all the shameful penalties of the act. Others of

these punishments held out powerful temptations to horri

ble and flagitious crimes. They seemed fitted to poison

the sources of domestic felicity, to dissolve civil, moral,

and religious obligations and duties, and to loosen all the

bonds of society. Besides the intolerant and oppressive

principle of the act, it appeared from the history of its

enactment,8 that it was a measure of party intrigue more

than of general policy. Even if there then existed reasons

which justified severity, they were no longer in force.

The Roman catholics had conducted themselves with un

questionable propriety during the present reign, and had

that very session presented a petition, expressive of their

loyalty and attachment to the king and government, and

their resolution, at the risk of their lives and fortunes, to

defend their king and country against the apprehended

invasion of the French and all their enemies. The minis'.terial party was extremely well inclined to show favour to

such meritorious subjects ; and, though aware of their

general unpopularity, they did not themselves choose to

hazard a proposition which would most probably excite

alarm among the protestants ; they very gladly adopted

therefore the measure when brought forward by opposi

tion, and the bill passed both houses without a division.

b See Burnet's History of his own Times.
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The supplies for this year were sixty thousand sea- CHAP.

men, with a considerable augmentation of land forces.

-The ways and means were, a loan of six millions at three 1J78

per cent., with an annuity of two pounds ten shillings for Supplies,

a certain number of years, or for life; the sum of 480,000l. and taxes-

was raised by a lottery, and two millions by exchequer

bills. The new taxes were, an additional duty of eight

guineas per ton imposed on all French wines, and four

guineas on all other wines, six-pence in the pound on

houses valued from five to fifty pounds a year, and one

shilling on all above fifty pounds. The house tax bill was

strongly opposed, as unjust, partial, and oppressive ; from

the high value of the houses in London, it was asserted

that nine-tenths of the, burden would be borne by the me

tropolis. It was answered, that the value of houses arose

chiefly from their situation, which rendered them pleasant,

convenient, or profitable to their occupiers, and that the

advantages much more than compensated the expense even

with this addition ; that, in other commercial places, rent

rose in proportion to their lucrative situation, and that

other parts of the kingdom would contribute a much

greater share of the tax than had been asserted : the

houses in every town or village as well as in London,

would pay in proportion to the benefit arising from the

situation. Beside the specific sums granted by parliament,

an application was made for a vote of credit. This requi

sition occasioned a very warm debate : opposition con

tended, that the incapacity of administration was so glar

ing, and their conduct so very absurd and ruinous, that ft

would be extremely imprudent to trust to their discretion.

Ministers defended their own measures, and insisted that

a vote of credit was both usual and necessary in such cir

cumstances, and that, though the assertions of opposition,

if proved, would demonstrate them unfit for their offices,

yet, until the allegations were established on better

grounds than declamatory invective, the present counsel

lors, having the confidence of parliament, remained in

their offices ; and the public service therefore required,

they should be furnished with the means of discharging

their duties. The minority appeared not to have meant

Vol. II. C c
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A motion

for an in

quiry re

specting

expendi

ture,

is rejected,

Dignified

answer of

his majes-

any objection to the vote of credit, since, notwithstanding

the eloquence exerted on the subject, they suffered it to

pass without a division.

The charge of boundless expenditure was a freZjuent

theme of animadversion during the session, and a com

mittee was proposed for inspecting the public accounts ;

but the motion was controverted by the supporters of ad

ministration, who declared, that the prudence and econo-

mv of ministers were so very great and satisfactory, that

all examination of accounts would be superfluous. If

undue profits in some particular instances had been obtain

ed by contractors, the treasury would oblige them to re

fund such sums, as soon as the necessary inquiry should be

made. The inspection might be productive of great mis

chief, by disseminating ill founded jealousies and suspi

cions among the people. Although this reasoning, that it

was unnecessary to investigate the management of pecunia

ry stewards, because they themselves and their connexions

asserted that they were prudent and economical, may not

convince an impartial reader, yet it convinced the major

ity in the house of commons, and the desired inquiry was

prevented.

On the 3d of June, parliament was prorogued. His

majesty in his speech on this occasion, after returning

thanks to parliament for their wise deliberations and vigor

ous efforts, expressed himself respecting the interference

of France, with a dignity and magnanimity worthy of the

first personage in the first nation of the universe. He

spoke the merited resentment of conscious justice, sup

ported by conscious power. " My desire (said our king)

*' to preserve the tranquillity of Europe, has been uniform

" and sincere ; I reflect with great satisfaction, that I have

made the faith of treaties, and the law of nations, the rule

of my conduct ; and that it has been my constant care to

" give no just cause of offence to any foreign power : let

" that power, by whom this tranquillity shall be disturbed,

ft answer to their subjects, and to the world, for all the fatal

consequences of war : the vigour and firmness of my par-

'f liament have enabled me to be prepared for such events

and emergencies as may happen ; and I trust that the
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" experienced valour and discipline ofmy fleets and armies, CHAP,

•; and the loyal and united ardour of the nation, armed

and animated in the defence of every thing that is dear 1778>

to them, will be able, under the protection of Divine

" Providence, to defeat all the enterprises which the ene-

*' mies of my crown may presume to undertake, and con-

" vince them how dangerous it is to provoke the spirit

" and strength of Great Britain."
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CHAP. XXI.

Campaign opens in America.—Operations by detachments

from general Howe's army.—Howe resigns the com

mand—festival in honour of him, under the name of

Mischienza—departs for Europe—and is succeeded by

sir Henry Clinton.—Arrival of commisioners from Bri

tain.—The Americans refuse to treat, unless as an inde

pendent nation.—Evacuation ofPhiladelphia—and march

through the Jerseys.—Battle of Freehold court house—

the British army is successful—and arrives at New

Yori.—VEstaing arrives with a French fleet—mari

time operations.—Attempts upon Rhode Island.—Partial

and detached expeditions.—D'Estaing departs for the

West Indies.—Farther proceedings of the commissioners

—issue a proclamation without effect—return to Eng

land.—Congress publish a counter manifesto.—Hosti

lities in Europe—Admiral Keppel takes the command

of the channel fleet.—Capture of the Licorne French

frigate—of the Pallas.—Keppel returns to Portsmouth

for a reinforcement—sails in pursuit of the enemy—

descries the French fleet off Ushant.—Battle of the 27th

of July indecisive.—The French fleet retires during the

night.—Apprehensive of a lee shore, Keppel forbears

pursuit.—Captures by frigates and privateers.—Balance

greatly favourable to England.—Depredations by Paid

Jones—plunders the seat of lord Selkirk.—Crimination

and recrimination by Keppel and Palliser—are respec

tively tried and acquitted.

CHAP,

XXL.

1778.

Campaign

opens in

America.

FROM political proceedings we now return to

military transactions. The hostile armies at Philadelphia

and Valley Forge passed the severity of the winter within

a few miles of each other, in great tranquillity. Spring

arrived, and the commander in chief continued to repose

himself at Philadelphia ; he, however, sent out several

occasional detachments, which displayed British intre-
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pidity and skill in desultory operations, without any ma- CHAP,

terial result. In the beginning of March, colonel Maw- ; XXI'

hood was sent with the 27th and 46th regiments, and the ]778

New Jersey volunteers, to make a descent on the coast Operations

of Jersey, to procure forage, and assist the loyalists, who menu'*011'

were severely oppressed by Livingston, the American ^"^f*"^

governor. Various creeks communicate with the Dela- army,

ware on the Jersey side ; over the Allewas, one of these,

there were three bridges ; Thompson's farthest up, St.

Quinton's in the middle, and Hancock's next the river.

At the two last the provincials determined to make a

stand. Mawhood having pretended to retreat, enticed

the Americans to cross St. Quinton's bridge, and fall into

an ambuscade which he had previously formed ; the

enemy being surrounded, most of them were either killed,

taken prisoners, or drowned. Major Simcoe, being em

ployed to attack the party posted at Hancock's bridge,

crossed the creek in boats by night with a party of sol

diers ; assailed, surprised, and dispersed the Americans ;

and secured a passage for the whole British detachment :

colonel Mawhood having completed his forage, returned to

philadelphia. In the beginning of May, an American

brigade, commanded by general Lacy of the Pennsylvania

militia, being posted at the - Crooked billet, on one of the

chief roads between the country and Philadelphia, obstruct

ed the approaches of farmers with provisions for the city.

That enterprising and intelligent officer, major Simcoe,

having perceived this position and discovered its object,

proposed to march round with the queen's rangers, so as

to gain the rear of the enemy, while another party should

lie in ambuscade to intercept their retreat to Washington's

army. The scheme being approved, colonel Aberorombie

was appointed to command the ambuscade, and to lie in

wait till he should hear the firing of Simcoe's corps. On

the 30th of May, major Simcoe set off with his detach

ment by the projected route, and afterwards Abercrombie

departed with about four hundred light infantry, a large

party of light dragoons, and horses, for the sake of greater

expedition, to mount his foot soldiers. The colonel could

not reach the place of his destination at the appointed

time during the night ; eager, however, to support major
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Simcoe, he sent forward his cavalry and light infantry.

The commander of the advanced corps having proceeded

1778 ~ as f;,r as Lacy's outpost, was seen and fired at by the

enemy's sentinel, but did not retire. The American com

mander concluding a stronger force to be at hand, imme

diately filed up the country, and, by abandoning his bag

gage escaped the pursuit* The British troops having dis

lodged the provincials, returned with the captured baggage

to Philadelphia ; and, by the success of this excursion,

greatly facilitated the conveyance of provisions to the

British army. An expedition being sent under majors

Maitland and Simcoe, destroyed a great number of Ame

rican vessels, that had escaped the preceding campaign at

the capture of the forts on the Delaware. These desul

tory enterprises proved that British courage and conduct

by land and water were equal to the efforts of former

times, however little they conduced to the promotion of

British interest.

Hewe re- Yor several months, sir William Howe had resolved

signs the ... . ....

•jommand. to resign his command, and intimated his intention to

lord George Germaine. His alleged ground for desiring

to be recalled was, that he had not received the necessary

confidence and support from administration. Ministers

expressed the utmost surprise at his complaint, the

grounds of which they affirmed were fully confuted by the

written authority with which he was intrusted, and the

force with which he was furnished. The requested per

mission, however, was granted, and the general accord

ingly prepared to depart for Europe.

The easy and agreeable manners and indulgent con

duct of general Howe, had gained the affection of many

of his officers. Those viewing his exploits and services

through the partial medium of attachment, attributed to

them a merit and efficacy greater than that which has been

allowed them by the rigorous scrutiny of impartial judg-

Festivai in ment. As a testimony of the high estimation in which

him° nn°f they ne^ their general, some of his officers gave in honour

derthe of him, when about to resign his command; a festival,

MtaeMeuf which they denominated a Mischienza. The exhibition,

za- indeed, was of a miscellaneous nature, and partook partly

of the nature of Roman spectacles on the return of vie
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torious generals to their grateful country ; the general CHAP.

marched through the army between two triumphal arches.

His train of attendants, however, seven silken knights of i77g

the blended rose, seven silken knights of the burn

ing mountain, and fourteen damsels representing the

paragons of knight errantry, called before the imagi

nation the fabulous glory of chivalrous ages. A

tilt and tournament, or mock representation of warlike

achievements, made a part of the entertainment. On the

top of each triumphal arch was placed a figure of Fame,

ornamented with stars, blowing from her trumpet, in let

ters of light, Tes lauriers sont immortels.* While the

multitude were dazzled by the splendor of this magnificent

spectacle, some of the bystanders, whose fancies had not

been sublimed into the regions of romance, but Buffered

their memories fully to recollect, and their judgments to

appreciate, actual performance, wondered where, when, Howe fle-

and how these immortal laurels had been earned. Soon ERu'ropi°l

after this signal testimony of esteem and admiration had a,,d^jUbc"

been adduced in favour of his exploits as commander in sir Henry

chief, sir William Howe returned to Europe, and the cllntont

office which he left was conferred on sir Henry Clinton. arrival of

The British commissioners now arrived with concili- n-hsioners

atory propositions. To the success of their mission, manv 'I?,n Bri-

obstacles were foreseen ; but some had lately occurred

which had not been expected. Before the completion

of the treaty between France and the Americans, the court

of Versailles stated a difficulty, without the removal of

which they said they could not accede to an alliance.

Were Britain and America to be reconciled, on terms by

which the latter should renounce her independence, the

engagements which she might have contracted would be

no longer valid. To destroy this ground of objection,

the congress, in November 1777, entered into a resolu

tion, declaring, that they would reject all proposals for a

treaty with the king of Great Britain which should be

inconsistent with the independence of the United States,

or with such alliances as might be formed under their

authority. In the following April, having seen copies of

the conciliatory bills, they, on the 22d of that month,

t Annual Register, I77S.
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CHAP, passed resolutions, expressing reprobation of the con-

y^^^ duct of the British parliament, as persevering- in the

177s same coercive plans, but by indirect and insidious

means ; and declaring their contempt of the artifi

ces and dissimulation by which England endeavour

ed to put them, in execution. The general spirit of

their proceedings was continuance in hostility to Britain,

and amity to France ; and the tendency of their acts was

to promote the same sentiments among the people. On

the 2d of May, Silas Dean arrived at York Town with

copies of the treaties concluded between France and Ame

rica at Paris. The congress immediately published a

gazette, which, besides a summary of the whole, exhibit

ed the most flattering articles, accompanied by comments,

in which they extolled to the people the extraordinary

equity, generosity, and unparalleled honour of the French

king. They appeared to consider Spain as already a par

ty in the confederacy; the other great powers of Europe

as favourable to America, and desiring the humiliation of

England. In such a state of American enmity to Great

Britain, and exulting hopes of success, the commissioners

arrived with their pacificatory proposals. On the 9th of

June, they applied for a passport to their secretary, doc

tor Fergusson, who, they intended, should convey their

propositions to the congress, and conduct the negotiation

with that body. General Washington refused a passport,

until he should consult the congress ; whereupon the

commissioners forwarded their papers by the ordinary

military posts, and they reached the congress on the 11th

of June. On the 17th, a brief, but decisive answer was

The Ame- returned by its president, manifesting a determination to

Fise-to'0 maintain their independence, to adhere to the engage-

peat, tin- ments with France, which as an independent nation thev

less as an . . .
jndepeii- had contracted, and to reject the present proposition,

which did not admit that independence. Reprobating

the war as unjust in principle and barbarous in conduct,

they notwithstanding declared their willingness to enter, as

an independent state, info any negotiation consistent with

their present treaties." In a paper of the same date, the

dent na-

u See Mr. President Henry Laurence-s answer to the British commis

sioners, dated June 17th, t7"8, in the collection of State papers fur thaty*ar.
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congress issued its approbation of general Washington's

refusal of a passport to the British secretary.

This answer plainly showed, that all attempts to con

ciliate America on the principles and plan proposed by par

liament would be ineffectual, and proved that Britain either

should have persisted in coercion, or offered terms more

suitable to the present state of sentiments and affairs. The

offer, indeed, by flattering the pride, encouraged the per

severance of the American republicans ; it confirmed the

authority of the congress, and proved to Britain, that the

only alternative was entire conquest, or the acknowledgment

(really at least, if not verbally) that they were no longer

subject to our power ; it held out to the loyalists the dis

comfiture of their party, the proscription of their property,

and exile from their native country ; and dispirited the

officers and soldiers themselves, by deeply impressing

them with an idea, that the service in which they were

employed was considered as hopeless.

A plan of operations had been formed for the cam

paign, should the proposed treaty fail. The first move- Evacuation

ment enjoined by the British ministers through lord Car- ^eiphiiu"

lisle to the commander in chief, was the evacuation of

Philadelphia. The abandonment of the chief city in Ame

rica, and the principal object of so powerful an army du

ring the whole campaign, was by no means calculated to

dishearten our enemies, or the Americans, or to encourage

the loyalists ; nevertheless there existed circumstances

which rendered such a measure expedient. We were no

longer at war against the revolted colonies alone, but were

contending with the chief maritime power of the world after

our own. France had sent out from Toulon a great naval

armament, of which the destination might either be Ame

rica or the West Indies ; if the former, the fleet under lord

Howe, very inferior in force, might be blocked up within

the long and winding river of Delaware, that abounded in

shoals and other impediments to navigation : besides, the

army ought to occupy a station from which reinforcements

might be most easily and expeditiously sent wherever they

were required. For this purpose Philadelphia, so distant

from the sea, was totally unfit ; by returning to New York,

ihey could despatch troops to anv other situation that might

Vox. II. D d
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most advantageously employ their exertions : for these res-

sons, government determined to direct the evacuation of

Philadelphia.

On the 18th of June, the army passed the Delaware,

and the same day encamped on the Jersey shore. The

country through which they had to march, was strong, and

intersected by defiles ; lest these being occupied should

obstruct his progress, sir Henry Clinton thought it neces

sary to carry along with him a large supply of provisions,

which, together with the baggage, greatly retarded the pro

gress of the army. The excessive heat of the weather, the

closeness of the roads through the woods, the constant

labour of constructing or repairing bridges in a country

abounding in creeks, brooks, and marshes, were all severe

ly felt by the British forces. Washington, having disco

vered the design of Clinton, detached general Maxwell to

obstruct a retreat, until he himself should cross the Ame

rican army. For several days the provincials were not

able materially to interrupt the British army ; our light

troops expelled them from the defiles, and the only obstruc

tions arose from the bridges being destroyed. The army

now came to a place where the road was divided into two

branches : that to the left was the shortest, but the river Ra-

riton intervened ; the passage of which, in the face of an

enemy superior in number, might be both difficult and

dangerous ; more especially as intelligence was received,

that Gates was advancing from the north, to form a junc

tion with Washington near that river. Sir Henry Clinton

accordingly took the most circuitous route, nearer to the

coast. Having proceeded some miles, he encamped on

he 27th on a high ground in the neighbourhood of Free

hold court house. Washington had before kept to the left,

and being now reinforced, posted himself within a few

miles of the British rear. Clinton having sent forward

the baggage under Knyphausen with the first division of

the army, he himself with the last waited the approach of

the enemy, and on the 28th of June was informed that

large bodies of the provincials were marching on both his

Hanks, while a considerable division followed himself.

Suspecting that the object of the Americans on his flanks

was to overtake Knyphausen, who was now retarded by
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defiles, he determined to attack the provincials who hover- CHAP,

ed on his rear, that they might recal their detachments y^^i^

from annoying Knyphausen. Though he was by this 1778

time, in prosecution of his march, descended into a plain, J?att^ " j

and the enemy had occupied the eminence which he had cOUrt

just left, he attacked them, compelled them to fly, and house.

would have destroyed the whole front division, had. not

Washington, by occupying a defile with his main body,

repressed the pursuit. The light troops who had been sent

forward to attack Knyphausen, were repulsed by that

general, and recalled, to join and support the main army.

The loss of the British that day, in killed, wounded, and

missing, amounted to three hundred and fifty-eight; that

of the Americans, to three hundred and sixty-one. Little

as was the difference in point of numbers, it appears, from

his subsequent conduct, that general Washington thought

himself worsted, as he did not afterwards attempt to dis

turb the British retreat, but marched away to the left

towards the North river. The circumstances of the engage- The BH-

ment produced a quarrel between Lee and Washington. istucccss-

According to Washington, Lee, who commanded the ad- ful;

vanced corps, had disobeyed orders, in not attacking the

enemy when they were on the plain, and he on the decli

vity ; and farther charged him with want either of conduct

or courage, in retreating before the British, though he was

so advantageously posted. Lee wrote a very angry letter j

Washington answered ; Lee replied still more violently :

a court martial was demanded and ordered ; the charges

were, disrespect to the general, and misbehaviour in an

unnecessary and shameful retreat. He was suspended from

his command lor twelve months. Meanwhile the British

.army arrived in safety at Sandy Hook, where they found

lord Howe landed the preceding day : on the 5th of July and arrives

the army embarking, came to New York the same night. YorkT'

The count D'Estaing sailed from Toulon the 13th of D'Estaing

April, with twelve ships of the line and six frigates, car- ^"tha8

rying a considerable number of troops on board ; but, from French

adverse winds, did not pass the straits of Gibraltar till the

15th of May. The British ministry, who were not unap

prised of this equipment, got ready a fleet of an equal

number of ships, the command of which was given to vice-
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XXI- 20th of May, and proceeding to Plymouth, finally sailed

1778 from thence on the 9th of June, after such advices had

been received as no longer left it doubtful that the Toulon

squadron was bound to North America. D'Estaing arrived

on the coast of Virginia on the 5th of July, but hearing

of the evacuation of Philadelphia, sailed to the northward ;

aud on the 11th of July, in the evening, came to an an

chor off New York, with an apparent design of attempting

to enter the harbour. The naval force under lord Howe con- •sisted only of six ships of the line, and four of fifty guns,

with a proportional number of frigates and smaller vessels.

Intelligence of the count D'Estaing's approach having been

received some days before he came in sight, a masterly dis

position of their force for the defence of the harbour was

made, under the immediate direction of the admiral, whose

exertions were nobly seconded by the universal ardour

which prevailed, not only in the navy, army, and transport

service, but among all ranks and classes of people at New

York. Some time after D'Estaing's arrival, the wind

was unfavourable to the execution of his supposed inten

tion ; but on the 22d of July it changed to the eastward,

and the French fleet was seen weighing anchor. Th«

long meditated attack, it was now supposed, would in

stantly commence ; and so confident were all it would

prove abortive, that the critical moment which was to de

cide, not only the fate of the British fleet but of the army,

was expected with impatience. But D'Estaing, to their

great disappointment, as soon as his ships had weighed

anchor, instead of attempting to enter the harbour, made

sail to the southward. He afterwards changed his course,

and steered directly to Rhode Island, before which he ar

rived on the 29th of July. Lord Howe being informed

of the enemy's station, determined to attempt the preser

vation of the island ; but, as he was inferior in number,

not to venture an engagement, without some considerable

advantage, which might counterbalance their superiority.

For several months the expulsion of the British troops

from Rhode Island, had been in contemplation of the pro

vincials. In spring, general Sullivan was sent to take the

command in its neighbourhood, and made preparation for
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invading this province. To these dispositions, major gen- CHAP,

eral Pigot, who commanded at Rhode Island, was not XXI-

inattentive ; he readily perceived their object, and, in |J7$

order to retard them, sent two detachments under lieute

nant colonel Campbell and major Eyre, who destroyed or

took the vessels, naval stores, and ordnance, which were

prepared for the invasion, and burnt their ship timber and

dockyards. From these losses, the provincials were not

in readiness for cooperation, when D'Estaing arrived off

Rhode Island. Lord Howe, after being detained four Maritime

days by contrary winds, put to sea on the 6th of August °Per,tiPft"

with the British fleet, which was now increased to eight

ships of the line, five of fifty guns, two of forty-four guns,

and four frigates, with three fireships, two bombs, and a

number of smaller vessels. Justly deeming the weather

gage too great an advantage to be added to the superior

force of the enemy, the British admiral skilfully and ably

contended for that important object, while D'Estaing was

no less anxious to preserve it in his own favour. The can-test of seamanship prevented an engagement on that day;

but the wind on the following day still continuing adverse

to the design of the British admiral, he determined to make

the best of the present circumstances, and to engage the

enemy ; forming the line in such a manner, as to be joined

by three fireships which were under the tow of as many

frigates. When the fleets were about to engage, a strong

gale of wind increased to a tremendous storm, and conti

nuing for near two days, by separating the fleets, not only

prevented immediate battle, but so dispersed and damaged

the vessels of both parties, as to render an engagement

for some time impracticable. The accidental meeting of

single ships after the tempest, produced conflicts which

afforded new specimens of British valour and nautical skill,

Captain Dawson of the Renown of fifty guns, on the even

ing of the 13th, fell in with the French admiral's ship,

the Languedoc of eighty-four, and notwithstanding the

great difference of metal, attacked her with evident advan*tage, until darkness put an end to the contest. The next

morning the gallant Dawson was preparing to renew the.

conflict, when the appearance of six more of the enemy's^

ships compelled him to retire. The same evening, cap-
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tain Hotham, with the Preston of fifty guns, attacked the

Tonant, a French ship of 80 guns, with similar vigour and

success ; being also the next morning obliged to desist, by

the arrival of several other ships. On the 18th of August,

captain Raynor of the Isis, also of fifty guns, attacked the

Caesar of 74, and after an engagement for an hour and a

half, forced her to retreat; but being herself damaged in

her rigging, was incapable of pursuit. The loss of the

English ship consisted of one killed and fifteen wounded;

of the enemy, fifty killed and wounded. The French

ship was, besides, so much injured in her hull, that she

was compelled to go into Boston to refit. No portion of

the history of war can the patriotic author write, or the

patriotic reader peruse, with more exulting pleasure, than

accounts of actions which manifest British bravery and

conduct with inferior force triumphant on our peculiar ele

ment. The disabled ships of Britain went to New York

to refit, while the French admiral, with the same intent,

betook himself to Boston. When lord Howe's squadron

was repaired, being now increased by the arrival of the

Monmouth, one of admiral Byron's fleet, he, on the 30th

of August, sailed to the bay of Boston, in pursuit of the

enemy : but found the fleet so well secured by their posi

tion, under cover of land batteries, that he thought it pru

dent to retire. Returning to New York, he found more

ships of Byron's squadron arrived, and the admiral him

self daily expected. The naval force of England, on the

admiral's station, being now undoubtedly superior to that

of the enemy, lord Howe, having previously obtained

leave to return to England on account of his health,

resigned the command to admiral Gambier, and departed

for Europe.

The Americans, trusting to the cooperation of the

French fleet, had sent an army of ten thousand men, under

general Sulivan, to Rhode Island, and commenced their

operations. But the dispersion of the French fleet, and

its final departure for Boston, daunted their spirits, induced

many to desert, and left the remainder inferior to the Bri

tish garrison. General Sullivan thereupon began his re

treat, and departed in the night of the 28th of August

several hours before the British perceived they were gone
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Sir Robert Pigot, the English commander, followed on CHAP,

the 29th, attacked the rear division, and gained an advan- XX'-

tage ; but not so decisive as to prevent the Americans 17_g

from continuing their route. Sir Henry Clinton, who

was hastening by sea to relieve Rhode Island, arrived one

day too late to intercept the retreating Americans. Al

though the detention of sir Henry Clinton probably saved

Sullivan's corps from destruction, yet the miscarriage of

the first enterprise, which they had undertaken in concert

with France, not only disappointed, but offended the

Americans ; and though the officers and gentlemen endea

voured to dissemble every appearance of displeasure, the

commonalty, less restrained by delicacy and policy, gave

loose to their feelings. Indeed, scarcely two nations

could be found in the civilized world, whose manners

could be so reciprocally repulsive, as the sanctimonious

austerity of the New Englanders, and the gay levity and

dissipated libertinism of Frenchmen. Between the sea

men of both countries, outrages and riots took place, that

were like to have been attended with very serious conse

quences : the leading men of Boston, however, exerted

themselves successfully to appease the tumults, and to give

satisfaction to their new allies. General Clinton having Partial

returned towards New-York, concerted several expeditions and di;-

* . * . tached ex-

for destroying privateers. Major general Grey being de- ^editions,

tached to Buzzard bay in New England, landed on the

banks of the Acushimet river, and executed his enterprise

with such rapidity, that in less than one day he burned

and destroyed all the ships in the river, amounting to more

than seventy sail. The next day proceeding to Martha's

Vineyard, a fertile and rich island, he destroyed several

vessels, and carrying off a valuable booty in provisions,

returned to New York. Lord Cornwallis soon afterwards

undertook the direction of an expedition to Little Egg-

harbour, on the coast of Jersey, which was also a gene

ral receptacle for privateers : one division of the detach

ment surprised and surrounded an American regiment of

light horse, during the night, at Old Tapan on the North

river ; the greater number were killed, or taken prisoners.

Captain Patrick Fergusson undertook to conduct the enter

prise to Little Eggharbour ; and by combined valour,

N
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count Pulaski. The success of this enterprise depending

177„ on celerity of execution, a great carnage unavoidably took

place. The Americans poured out virulent invectives

against what they termed the cruelty of the British ; but

it does not appear that any act was committed inconsistent

with the laws of war. This was the last action of any

importance performed by the British during this campaign

in North America. The weather was that year extremely

tempestuous on the American ocean ; admiral Byron's

fleet had been dispersed and separated by a storm on its

passage from Europe. After being refitted at New York,

he again went to sea with a view to block up the French

fleet in Boston bay ; but a second tempest drove him

1)'Kst«in» from that station. The count D'Estaing, taking the oppor-

deiMTutor tunity of the British admiral's absence, sailed to the West

the West .

Indies. Indies.

Further While these operations were carrying on by land and

proceed- sea, the commissioners continued in America, determined

ings of the .in- •

commit- to leave nothing undone that might effect their purpose.

toners. Although hopeless of success from the first answer of the

congress, they thought it necessary to reply ; desiring an

explanation of the sense in which the term independence

was to be understood, and copies of the treaties with

foreign powers, which had been referred to by the con

gress. Respecting the second preliminary, they declared

the proposed removal of the troops inadmissible, as a force

must necessarily be kept for defence against the common

enemy, and for the protection of the loyalists. To this

second letter of the commissioners no answer was given.

Governor Johnstone being individually acquainted

with several gentlemen of character and influence, tried

to obtain a personal interview, in hopes of convincing them

that it was the interest of the colonies to renew their amity

with the mother country ; for that purpose he requested

admission to several gentlemen, but a decided negative

was returned: he also wrote letters to different individuals,

paragraphs of which were construed into an attempt to

corrupt the integrity of the leaders. One of these is ad

dressed to general Reed, and the following is the para

graph that underwent the interpretation. After an elo
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quent description of the evils flowing from the existing CHAP,

dissensions, and the blessings of reconciliation, the writer v^^^i

proceeds : " The man who can be instrumental in bringing 1778-

" us all to act once more in harmony, and unite together" the various powers which this contest has drawn forth," will deserve more from the king and people, from" patriotism, humanity, friendship, and all the tender" ties that are affected by the quarrel, than were ever yet" bestowed on human kind." On the 16th of June, in aprivate letter to Robert Morris, esq. formerly his friend,he says, " I believe the men who have conducted the" affairs of America, are incapable of being influenced by" improper motives : but in all such transactions there is" risk, and I think that whoever ventures should be se-" cured ; at the same time that honour and emolument" shall naturally follow the fortune of those who have

" steered the vessel in the storm, and brought her safely" to port. I think that Washington and the president" have a right to every favour that grateful nations can" bestow, if they could once more unite our interests, and" spare the miseries and devastations of war."

The congress published the letters above mentioned

by governor Johnstone, and attempted to construe them

into an endeavour to bribe. The letters themselves ex

press no such intention ;x they merely hold out a prospect

of honour and reward for meritorious conduct. The con

gress, that they might inflame the passions of the people,

issued a declaration, that it was incompatible with the

honour of congress to hold any farther communication

with governor Johnstone. The British commissioners,

finding it was in vain to hope for the accomplishment of

this great object, now confined their application to subor

dinate purposes. One of these was concerning the cap

tured army of general Burgoyne. By one of the articles

of capitulation it was stipulated, that the surrendering

army should be at liberty to transport itself to Great Bri

tain, on condition of not serving again in America during

the war. Boston, the place from which it was to embark,'

x Mr. Belsham alleges, that Mr Johnstone employed a Mrs. Fergusson,

as Uie agent in his proposed corruption. As he adduces no proofs to support his

assertion, although he says thefact mat clearly ascertained, an irtplriial histo

rian cannot admit the charge on so very Tague an evidence.

Vol. .II. F,e
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was difficult of access to transports at that season of the

year, which was the middle of winter ; general Burgoyne

applied for leave to march the troops to Rhode Island, that

they might there embark. This request the congress not

only refused, which was merely the denial of a solicited

favour, but they declared a resolution of violating a so

lemn compact ; they resolved to prohibit the embarkation

qf the Saratoga troops from any port whatsoever, until a

distinct and explicit ratification of the convention of Sara

toga should be properly notified by the court of Great

Britain to congress ; and entered upon their journals a

resolution to that effect. This resolution was evidently a

breach of the convention, as the now desired ratification

was no part of that treaty. The commissioners, in a let

ter dated the 7th of August, remonstrated against the de

tention of the troops, contrary to the faith of treaties.

Without answering this remonstrance, they entered into a

charge against governor Johnstone, with whom they de

clared they could hold no communication. Governor

Johnstone, to remove the pretended bar to intercourse,

withdrew himself from the commission ; and, in the pub

lic act by which he testified this determination, he very

severely reprehended the conduct of the congress, and

exposed the shallow pretext by which they endeavoured to

cover their own breach of faith. These assertions respect

ing him, indeed, were never proved ; and if they had

been established, their authentication could not have justi

fied the conduct of the Americans : even if Mr. Johnstone

had attempted to bribe, the endeavour would not have

justified a breach of contract with others not concerned in

that endeavour. Governor Johnstone set off for Europe,

leaving an able vindication of his conduct, in a letter ad

dressed to his friend doctor Adam Fergusson. Mean

while the remaining commissioners attempted by new ar

guments to show the congress the real views of France,

and how little advantage they could reasonably expect

from this connexion ; they also sent again their former

remonstrance, without the signature of governor John

stone ; and offered to ratify, in the king's name, all the

conditions of the Saratoga convention, though such ratifi

cation was no part of its terms ; but the congress perse



REIGN OF GEORGE HI.

vered in the breach of faith. The troops which had CHAP

surrendered at Saratoga, having trusted to a convention SJ^IW

stipulating their free return to Great Britain, were detained 177s:

in captivity by the American congress violating a contract.

The commissioners sent no more letters to the con- They issue

gress : but published, on the 3d of October, a manifesto matioD!"

and proclamation, addressed to the members of the con

gress, and the members of the general assemblies or con

ventions of the several colonies. In this paper, they re

capitulated the steps which they had taken for executing

the objects of their commission; they enumerated their

repeated endeavours to restore tranquillity and happiness

to America ; and stated the extent and beneficial tenden

cy of the terms which they were empowered to offer: not

withstanding the obstructions they had encountered, they

still declared their readiness to proceed in the execution

of the powers contained in their commission, and to treat

not only with deputies from all the colonies conjunctly,

but with any provincial assembly or convention indivi

dually, at any time within the space of forty days from

the date of their manifesto : next addressing themselves

to all persons, ecclesiastical, military, civil, or private,

and suggesting to the consideration of each of these clas

ses, such motives as might be supposed to have the great

est influence, they adjured them not to let pass so favour

able an opportunity of securing their liberties, future pros

perity, and happiness, upon a permanent foundation :

lastly, they appealed to the Americans collectively, in the

following terms : " It will now become the colonies in

" general to call to mind their own solemn appeals to heaven

" in the beginning of this contest, that they took arms only

" for the redress of grievances ; and that it was their wish,

" as well as their interest, to remain for ever connected with

" Great Britain. We again ask them, whether all their

" grievances, real or supposed, have not been amply and

" fully redressed ? and we insist, that the offers we have

" made, leave nothing to be wished, in point of either

" immediate liberty or permanent security," The mani

festo observed, that the policy as well as the benevolence

of Great Britain checked the extremes of war, when they

tended to distress a people who were still considered as
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CHAP, our fellow-subjects, aed to desolate a country which was

XXI shortly to become again a source of mutual advantage.

1778. .^llt when that country professed the unnatural design, not

only of estranging her interests from ours, but of mort

gaging herself and her resources to our enemies, the whole

contest was changed, and the question was, how far Great

Britain may, by every means in her power, destroy or

render useless a connexion contrived for her ruin, and for

the aggrandizement of her enemy ? Under such circum

stances, the laws of self-preservation must direct the con

duct of Great Britain, to render the accession of the Ame

rican colonies as little beneficial as possible to France.

but with- The commissioners having remained until the forty days

out effect. were expire^ ancl not finding the proclamation likely to

Theyre- produce any conciliatory effect, set sail for Europe. The

England, congress soon after published a counter manifesto, in

gresscpui)- which they affected to consider the proclamation of the

lishes a commissioners as denouncing new schemes of vengeance

manifesto, and desolation, and declared their resolution to retaliatewith the utmost severity.

Hostilities Hostilities in Europe were entirely maritime, and

in Europe. conflne(j to tne sea near tne northwest coast of France.The French government, as soon as it had resolved on

war, employed the most assiduous and vigorous prepara

tions to equip a fleet sufficient to cope with England. In

order to distract the attention of Great Britain, they pre

tended to threaten an invasion ; and brought large bodies

of troops to their northern coast. The British govern

ment ordered the militia to be embodied, and considerable

numbers of soldiers to march to the vicinity of the coast :

they directed camps to be formed at Winchester, Salis

bury, and St. Edmondsbury, Warley common, and Cox-

heath ; but they trusted the protection of the country

chiefly to the fleet.

From the first appearance of probable hostilities be

tween Great Britain and France so early as November

1776, lord Sandwich had cast his eyes on admiral Kep-

pel as the most proper person to be intrusted with the im

portant station. This gentleman had distinguished him

self at the Havannah, being then second in command, and

was highly esteemed and beloved in the navy. Having
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conversed with Mr. Keppel, lord Sandwich found that, if CHAP,

the circumstances of the country required his efforts, his ^^^^

services would not be wanting: the admiral was indeed 1778

politically connected with opposition ; but when war with Admiral

France was become unavoidable, he, in consequence of his takes corn-

disposition before signified, was offered an appointment, [h*n,5iia°.

which he accepted. In the beginning of June, a fleet of nel fleet,

twenty ships of the line was ready for seryice. With

these under his command, the admiral set sail on the 13th

of that month, to protect our commerce, defend our coasts^

and watch the motions of the enemy. The powers repo

sed in the admiral, were discretionary and unlimited. Sir

Robert Harland and sir Hugh Palliser, two gentlemen

high in his estimation and in the opinion of the public,

were respectively appointed second and third in command.

At this time war had not been declared, nor were repri

sals ordered. The fleet proceeded to the bay of Biscay.

On the 17th of June, two French frigates were seen

reconnoitring the British fleet : one of them, the Licorne

of 32 guns, being overtaken bysom£ of our ships, for some

hours sailed with them ; but manifesting an intention of

departure, a shot was fired over her, when, to the astonish

ment of our fleet, she poured a broadside into the Ameri

ca, one of our ships of the line, and immediately struck

her colours. To render this procedure the more extraor- .

dinary,iord Longford, captain of the America, and the

French commander, were from their respective ships en

gaged in amicable conversation. Longford, instead of

sinking the French frigate for her wanton attack, with cool ^apjHre 8f

magnanimity sent her under the stern of the Victory, come

The other ship, the Belle Poole, a large frigate, was close-

ly pursued by the Arethusa of 32 guns, but not overtaken

till at a great distance from the fleet. Captain Marshal,

the British commander, informed the French captain, that

he had orders from the admiral to conduct him to the fleet ;

but the Frenchman peremptorily refused to comply. Mar

shal fired across the ship ; the answer was a broadside : a

desperate engagement ensued ; the Arethusa suffered much

in her rigging, the Belle Poole in her hull, and great num

bers were killed. The Frenchman perceiving the other

so much damaged as to be unable to pursue, embraced the
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CHAP, opportunity of retiring to the coast. This advantage,

gained over superior numbers and weight of metal in the

1778. nrst conflict, much delighted the British sailors, and was

reckoned ominous of future success. The next morning,

the Pallas, another French frigate of 32 guns, approaching

to reconnoitre the fleet, was pursued and taken, and with

the Licorne sent into Plymouth. The French exclaimed

against the detention of the two frigates, and pretended

to assert that Britain was the aggressor, although France

had before begun hostilities, by abetting the Americans in

their revolt from their mother country. Although admi

ral Keppel seized two French frigates for improper con

duct in the commanders, he abstained from their mer

chantmen, as letters of reprisal had not issued. This

forbearance in our naval commander may perhaps have

been right ; but, as the hostile conduct of France justified

hostilities from England, the more effectually they had

been begun, the greater would be the prospect of ultimate

success. The capture of their trading vessels, as in the

commencement of the former war, would have distressed

the enemy, by depriving them both of sailors and riches.

Admiral Keppel being informed that the French fleet lying

in Brest water amounted to thirty-two ships of the line,

Keppel re- repaired to St. Helens for a reinforcement. The return of

Ports- the admiral occasioned very great astonishment and con-

tbr 'arein- sternation, not without a mixture of dissatisfaction ; but

forcement, ministers lost no time in augmentingy his armament ; lord

Sandwich instantly set off for Portsmouth, and in a fort

night, ten ships of the line were added to Keppel's fleet.

In the middle of July he set sail at the head of thirty Bri

tish ships of the line, one of them the Victory, of the first

suit of the rate, six of 90 guns, and the rest of the third rate. The

enemy. fleet was formed into three divisions, the van commanded

by sir Robert Harland, the rear by sir Hugh Palliser, and

the centre by the admiral himself. Reprisals having been

now issued, the French fleet had left Brest harbour on the

8th of July, commanded by count D'Orvilliers, and was

cruising ofl. the co;ist of Bretagne. On the 23d of July,

it} the afternoon, the fleets descried each other; the Bri-

y See Gibbon'* Jetter to lord Sheffield, July 1778.
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tish ships being dispersed, a signal was thrown out for CHAP,

forming the line, but night came on before the ships were XXf-

properly stationed. The following morning, the wind be- '^i^*'

ing westerly, it was discovered that the French had gain- Descries

ed the weathergage ; D'Orvilliers, however, though supe- Let off"*

rior in number, still avoided battle. The British admiral, U80*"4-

chasing to windward the three following days, endeavour-*ed to bring on a battle, but in vain. On the 27th, a sud- Buttle of ✓

den squall came on, so very thick as to conceal the two j^y27th

fleets from the view of each other. When the weather

became clear, it was found that the French fleet had fallen

considerably to leeward, and was near the van of the British.

Instantly admiral Keppel gave the signal for forming the

line ; an engagement began, as the fleets were passing each

other in contrary directions. At this time, the Victory,

and the other ships of the centre division were nearest to

the enemy. Sir Robert Harland being to windward, was

ready for immediate service ; while sir Hugh Palliser was

considerably to leeward with the rear, and out of the line.

The French, who were now to leeward, had made an altera

tion in their movements, which seemed to indicate an in

tention of cutting oft" the rear division. The admiral, pro

fessing to entertain this apprehension,, left the station in

which the battle began, and sailed to leeward,z until he was

opposite to the enemy's van ; while sir Robert Harland,

by his orders, covered the rear. Keppel kept a signal

constantly flying for Palliser to join the line, but that com

mander did not arrive. The admiral repeated the signal to indecisive.

Hugh Palliser to come to his station ; but, before the or

der was obeyed, darkness prevented the renewal of the

contest. The French admiral ranged his fleet so as to

appear determined to fight the next morning ; but in the The

night they quitted their station, leaving three frigates with

lights at proper intervals, to appear to the British the tires dm-*

leading ships of their three divisions. The next morning night."

the French fleet was at so great a distance, that the admi

ral did not think it expedient to renew the pursuit ; it

would, he alleged, be impossible to overtake them, and his

z This evolution was afterwards the foundation of one of the principal

charges against admiral Keppel ; it lieing represented as wearing the appear

ance of flight, and thus bringing disgrace on the British flag.
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own ships would be exposed to danger from a lee shore :

he therefore desisted from the attempt, and returned to

Plymouth.

Though this battle by no means answered the expec

tations that British experience and nautical valour and

skill naturally and reasonably formed, from a conflict be

tween thirty of our ships of the line, and thirty-two of

the French, it effected one very important purpose ; the

French fleet being obliged to go to port to refit, several

British fleets of merchantmen from the East and West

Indies and the Mediterranean arrived in safety. Impar

tial examiners very easily perceived that there was a want

of concert in the disposition of the fleet on the day of bat

tle. Admiral Keppel, in his letter to the admiralty, ex

pressed himself, in general terms, satisfied with the con

duct of officers and men ; it, however, soon appeared that

he was much dissatisfied with the procedure of Palliser.

Both the French and English fleets went again to sea

in the month of August, but did not again meet during

this campaign. Considerable captures were made by fri

gates and privateers on both sides, but the balance of

prizes was greatly in favour of Britain. Two Liverpool

privateers took a French homeward bound East India-

man, estimated at 320,000l. ; and captain Dawson of the

Mentor took another, valued at 240,000l.

The American privateers, trusting to the alliance

with France, came this year to the coast of Europe, and

committed various depredations. The most daring com

mander of these ships was the noted adventurer Paul

Jones. This person had been gardener to the earl of

Selkirk, at a seat near Kirkudbright on the southwest

coast of Scotland. Leaving his employment abruptly, on

account of some umbrage which he had conceived against

the family, he had betaken himself to sea, and by profes

sional skill, together with intrepid boldness, arrived at

the appointment which he then held. Jones, directing

his efforts against the coasts with which he was best ac

quainted, landed at Whitehaven in Cumberland, and set

fire to a ship in the harbour, with the intention of burning

the town, but was driven away by the exertions of the

inhabitants. Froth thence he proceeded over Solway
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Frith to the seat of lord Selkirk, and pillaged the house of CHAP.

all the plate, jewels, and other valuable effects; but though ^J^^

he greatly alarmed the lady and family (his lordship being 177g

in London), no violence was offered to any individual. ^pl^[''

Admirals Keppel and Palliser had each numerous seatotiord

partisans; the difference between them, therefore, spread Crimim-

itself through the fleet, the navy, and kingdom. Kep- tion and

pel's supporters alleged, that if Palliser had obeyed the tkm cf"i"

signal, the action must have been general, and the conse- Jj^P^n

quence a complete victory to Britain. Palliser's friends ser.

asserted, that the admiral lost the moment of victory,

when, instead of bearing forward on the enemy with his

full force, he moved to leeward, lost the afternoon by that

movement, and thus allowed the enemy to escape. To

this principal imputation of Mr. Palliser against Mr. Keppel, several other charges were added, that he had formed

his line negligently ; that he had not made proper disposi

tions for covering the rear division ; that he might have

renewed the battle on that afternoop ; that the next morn

ing the French fleet was not at so great a distance as to

render pursuit unavailing ; and that, in short, the admiral

had not done his duty.

Whether Mr. Palliser's censure on Mr. Keppel was

right or wrong, its ground was his conduct on the 27th

and 28th of July, 1778. After that time, the vice-admi

ral again went to sea under the admiral ; delivered him a

letter, testifying his majesty's approbation of his conduct ;

corresponded with him in terms of friendship, and in his

letters expressed a very high opinion of his superior disin

terestedness and zeal for the service.1 This conduct, how

ever, of Mr. Palliser relates only to his sincerity and con

sistency, but is totally irrelative to the truth or falsehood

of the charges. After the fleet returned to harbour for

the winter, admiral Keppel was severely censured by min

isterial publications, and admiral Palliser by writings

favourable to opposition. In a newspaper of the latter

class an anonymous letter was inserted, strongly repre

hending sir Hugh Palliser. The vice-admiral, having

read this production, applied to Keppel to justify his con-

z See Proceeding of the court martial on admiral Keppel.

Vol. II. F f ,
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CHAP, duct, and required him for that purpose to sign a state-

^-^^ ment, which not only would have exculpated Palliser,

i778 but criminated himself. The admiral having refused to

comply, Palliser published in one of the morning papers

along and particular detail of the action of the 27th of

July, together with an introductory letter signed with his

name. The performance teemed with censure against the

conduct of the commander in chief. After indignant re

marks and severe recrimination from Keppel, and recipro

cal repetition of invective, the trials of both were ordered.

They are Admiral Keppel was first tried: the charge con-

ly trfedVe" sisted of five articles, detailing the objects already nar-

^nd acquit- rated. After it had continued from the 7th of January

1779, until the 11th of February, the court not only ac

quitted the admiral, but declared the charges false, slan

derous, and malicious. When the news of the sentence

reached London, very general illuminations, instigated by

political partisans, took place for two successive nights.

The populace was inflamed by a notion very industriously

disseminated, that the proceedings against admiral Kep

pel were at the instance of ministry, in order to screen

their own misconduct in furnishing him with an inadequate

force. Under this impression the mob committed many

outrages on the houses of lord Sandwich, and other

ministers.

Palliser, soon after the acquittal of Keppel, demand

ed a court martial on himself. The charge against him

was not specific, but a general assertion of nonperform

ance of duty ; and after a trial which lasted from the 12th

of April till the 5th of May, he was acquitted.
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CHAP. XXII.

State ofpublic sentiment and opinion at the meeting ofpar

liament.—The nation is disposed to strenuous exertion.

'—The king's speech intimates dissatisfaction with theevents of the campaign Strictures of opposition on theemployment of Indian savages—appeal to the bishops

thereon.—The dispute between Keppel and Palliser is

introduced into parliament.—Mr. Fox makes a motion

for censuring lord Sandwich—which is negatived.—Dis

putes arise in the navy between the partisans of the

respective admirals.—Mr. Fox's motion for the removal

of lord Sandwich.—Inquiry into the conduct ofgenerals

Burgoyne and Howe, and admiral lord Howe.—The

evidence is at first favourable to sir William Howe.—

Testimony ofgeneral Robertson and Mr. Galloway un

favourable.—Inquiry abruptly abandoned.—Inquiry into

the conduct of Burgoyne—clears his character from

specific false aspersions.—Riots in Scotlandfrom enthu

siastic zeal against popery—imputed by Mr. Burke to

the supineness of ministers.—Rupture with Spain.—

Spain evidently the aggressor.—Resolutions and mea

sures of parliament thereon.—Sessioti rises.

THE refusal of the Americans to accept of the CHAP,

proffered terms, their alliance with our ancient enemy, '

and their incitement of that enemy to join them in effort lm-

for the reduction of this country, now estranged from Stat? oE

their cause many Britons, who formerly favoured them, mon'and1"

and reprobated the conduct of administration. Impartial ^"jj™6"'

patriots reasoned, that deficient as ministers might be in meeting of

the foresight, wisdom and vigour requisite at so arduous a ^lat'

conjuncture, reproach and invective were not the means of

enabling them to promote the national advantage ; that

we were now in a state of difficulty and danger, in which

retrospection of causes was much less a subject of inquiry,

than the means of extrication. Strenuous exertion was now
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CHAP, generally deemed the only sure way of delivering us from

XX"- war, and enforcing an honourable peace. To promote

vigorous efforts, the most effectual means was unanimity.

From these considerations, though the number of those

who venerated the ability of ministers by no means in

creased, yet a much greater majority of the nation than

before was now disposed to second their efforts.

The king-s Parliament met on the 25th of November, 177$.

timateschV His majesty's speech very clearly, concisely, and justly

wi't^the" described the conduct of France : " In the time of pro-

events of "found peace (said the king), without pretence of provo-

paign!'" " cation or colour of complaint, the court of France hath

" not forborne to disturb the public tranquillity, in violation

" of the faith of treaties and the general rights of sove-

" reigns ; at first, by the clandestine supply of arms and

"other aid to my revolted subjects in North America ;

" afterwards, by avowing openly their support, and enter-

"ing into formal engagements with the leaders of the

" rebellion ; and, at length, by committing open hostilities

" and depredations on my faithful subjects, and by an

"actual invasion of my dominions in America and the

" West Indies." His majesty did not express himself

satisfied with the success of the late campaign, but trusted

to future efforts.

Opposition, considering the speech as the produc

tion not of the king but of the minister, contended, that

in asserting the success had not been proportioned to our

efforts, it declared a falsehood. The advantages gained

were far greater than could be expected from the inferi

ority of our fleets, and the tardiness of our preparations.

The speech regretted the failure of conciliatory measures.

These were themselves humiliating to England, and un

satisfying to America : but, notwithstanding its defects

and absurdities, the adoption of that scheme could not be

said to be wholly useless ; it had destroyed every falla

cious argument by which ministers had beguiled the nation

into the fatal contest with America, for it surrendered all

its professed objects. The supporters of ministry justi

fied the past conduct of the war, and the preparation and

cistribution of the armaments that were employed in the

summer. By delaying the departure of admiral Byron,
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D'Estaing was prevented from joining the Brest fleet, CHAP.

and giving France a decided superiority in the channel.

The evacuation of Philadelphia was also, they asserted, a im

measure of wise policy, from the accession of France to

the war : New York was much more centrical, nearer to

the coast, and fitter for sending reinforcements to the

West India islands, or wherever they might be wanted.

Opposition admitted the propriety of evacuating Philadel

phia, but contended that the reasons in which it was

founded, demonstrated the folly of the whole system.

The army in America was reduced to this alternative,

either by retaining its acquisitions to divide and debilitate

its own strength, or else to stand exposed to disgrace and

mortification, and by retracing its steps, to show the inuti

lity of all its labours. No man could expect to conquer

a continent by possessing a single town ; therefore, while

the nation persisted in carrying on an offensive war in

America, whether our army advanced, retreated, or stood

still, the effect would be the same, a fruitless, expensive,

and cruel, because unnecessary, war. The amendment

was rejected by a great majority. Patriotism and wisdom

might before have dictated opposition to the ministerial

measures respecting America, while there were hopes

that by combating the plans of government they might

produce a conciliatory change : now, however, the colonists

were avowed enemies, and were engaged in a hostile con

federacy against Britain ; and there was no alternative

but victory or submission. If ministry might be justly

charged with having brought us, by their ignorance and

want of political abilities, into so bloody and expensive *

war, opposition djd not employ the most efficacious means

for procuring a safe and honourable peace. Perpetual

invectives against administration were far from tending

to depress the enemy, or strengthen the country. Com

mon sense could never consider a regular and uniform

system of obstruction to his majesty's councils, as the

most effectual mode of promoting the success of his arms.

The chief object of opposition during this session, ff^'pp^t?

was to censure the conduct of the war, and to impute all lion oa the

real or alleged miscarriages to the incapacity and infatu- mentof

ation of ministers. On the 4th of December, a motion J^",
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CHAP, was made for an address to his majesty concerning the

xxu. late manifesto of the commissioners, to declare the dis-

177S pleasure of parliament at certain passages of the proclama

tion, as totally unauthorized by the act of the legislature

for appointing these commissioners, and in themselves

utterly inconsistent with the humanity and generous

courage which at all times distinguished the British

nation, subversive of the maxims which have been estab

lished among christian and civilized communities, dero

gatory from the dignity of the crown of this realm, and

tending to debase the spirit and to subvert the discipline

of his majesty's armies. The supporters of the motion

interpreted the passages in question in nearly the same

manner as the Americans professed to have done, and

considered them as replete with denunciations of the most

savage barbarity. On this assumption their arguments

proceeded, and speakers expatiated on the wickedness

and madness of the new kind of warfare, which converted

British soldiers into butchers, assassins, and incendiaries,

and proposed for the model of civilized Britons the

practices of Indian savages. Contrary, they alleged, as

the threatened mode of carrving on war was to humanity,

it was no less inimical to sound policy, as the colonists

could retaliate on the coasts of England, Scotland, and

Ireland ; and various parts of his majesty's dominions

must, by their exposed situation, suffer the most dreadful

cruelties from retaliation : on these ground^, they pro

posed to request that it should be disavowed by his

majesty. "

To this deduction of consequences, ministers replied,

by denying the principle ; the proclamation, they contend

ed, denounced no new species of war, no kind of hostilities

dissimilar to those which have been usually carried on

between belligerent nations in every part of the civilized

world. In the former part of the American war, Britain

had considered the colonists not as enemies, but as sub

jects partly rebellious from disposition, but chiefly misled

by mischievous counsel ; it had therefore been their wish

to instruct and persuade, as well as to compel : but now

the provincials had thrown themselves into the arms of

French enemies, and were henceforth to be treated like any
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other foes, so as most speedily and effectually to annoy and CHAP,

weaken the hostile cause. This was the amount of the ^fY^

reprehended portion of the manifesto, such was the inten- 1773.

tion of its framers, such the meaning which its expressions

plainly and explicitly conveyed. They could not therefore

consent to address his majesty, that he might disavow inti

mations which, instead of censure, deserved the highest

approbation. After a very hard contest between the cen-

surers and supporters of this act of the commissioners, an

occurrence took place, which appeared to give the former

a considerable advantage. Governor Johnstone speaking

on the subject, exhibited the irritation of violent passion,

much more than the sound vigorous reasoning by which

his eloquence was generally distinguished ; he declared the

manifesto to have meant a desolating war, and justified it

in that view as not only right but necessary. Opposition

contended, that this avowal by ope who had been a com

missioner, proved their assertion. Ministers, however,

adhered to their rejection of the interpretation. In dis

cussing this question, general Howe, after reprobating the

alleged plan of war, deviated from the question, to intro

duce a charge against the secretary, concerning his con

duct to the generals who commanded in America. To

the maladministration of Germaine, Howe imputed his

own request to resign his employment, and strongly urged

the institution of a parliamentary inquiry, in order that the

conduct both of the commanders and minister should be

fully examined, justice done on all sides, and the nation

acquainted with the true cause of that failure of -success

which it had hitherto experienced. The secretary, after

expressing his astonishment at the accusation, and vindi

cating his conduct, declared, that he certainly should not

object to an inquiry when regularly proposed, as he was

confident it must terminate to his honour. Returning

from irrelevant topics to the subject at issue, the house

was called for a vote, and a motion was negatived by a

majority of two hundred and nine to two hundred and

twenty-two.

When the proclamation was discussed in the house of Appeal t

peers, an appeal was made to the bench of bishops, to exert ^hereon°

{hat charity, humanity, and abhorrence of blood and cru-
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CHAP, elty, which were the leading tenets and distinguishing cha-

J^l^ racteristics of Christianity, upon a subject which not only

1778 came directly within their cognisance, but in which they

seemed bound by their character to exert the peculiar and

most exalted principles of their religion, in preventing the

wanton butchery and destruction of mankind. Their inter

ference was required to prevent the destruction, and spare

the blood, not only of men and christians, but of English

men and protestants, like themselves j to crush in the out

set an abominable system of warfare, which in its progress

and consequences would bring desolation and ruin on their

own flocks. The legal powers with which they had been

invested by the constitution for such pious purposes, would

be found, in the present instance, fully equal to the duty

and emergency. They were the moderators, ordained by

the wisdom of the constitution, to check the rage, restrain

the passions, and control the violence of temporal men.

Their simple votes upon this occasion would at once fully

express their detestation of the inhuman system; and,

joined with those of the secular lords who held the same

principles, would cure its effects. The bishops were very

far from contesting that it was incumbent on them to exert

their abilities and influence for moderating the passions of

men, and preventing the wanton effusion of christian blood;

but, as the lords in opposition had not proved that efforts

against revolted subjects, who were leagued with inveterate

enemies, were wanton, and they thought the annoyance of

such foes necessary for self-defence, they did not consider

themselves as justified in censuring the manifesto.*

Cknsure of ministry had constituted a considerable

part of the proceedings of opposition in the former years

of our dispute with the colonies ; but the reprehension

had been combined with wise legislative propositions for

removing the evils of which they complained. During

the present session, reproach of administration constituted

a Mr. Retsham, uniformly desirous of throwing out indirect or direct

charges against our ecclesiastical establishment, in mentioning a protest that

was entered on this occasion, says. " it is painful to remark, that the name of

one bishop only, the venerable .Shipley of St. Asaph, is to be found in the long

and illustrious train of signatures affixed to this memorable protest." This cen.

' sure of our prelates, Mr. Uelsham supports by no proof; it rests entirely upon

his own authority.
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nearly the sole conduct by which they professed to dis- CHAP,

charge their duty, as senators deliberating for the good of

their country. Every commander whose success had not 177g

answered the expectations formed from the means with

which he was supplied, imputed his miscarriages to minis

try ; and, as soon as he made that imputation, was sup

ported by opposition with an eagerness that greatly out

stripped the evidence. On the 28th of December, a

debate arose in the house of commons, on a proposed vote

ef seventy thousand seamen for the service of the ensuing

year. During the discussion, it was observed by opposi- The dis.

tion, that as very different representations had been tween"5-

given of the naval proceedings of admiral Keppel's fleet K^PPf'^.

on the 27th and 28th of July, an inquiry ought to be insti- ser is in-

tuted for ascertaining the truth. Preliminary to such jjjjjj

investigation, it was proposed, that as both officers, being liament

members of the house, were then present, one or both of

them should afford some satisfaction on the subject. Ad

miral Keppel having risen in compliance with this request,

made a speech, of which, though some parts were suffi

ciently intelligible, there were others by no means explicit,

and of which the exact import could not well be appre

hended from the expressions themselves, though the ten

dency and intent might be gathered from various

circumstances. He affirmed, that on the occasion in

question, he had done his utmost against the enemy ; the

glory of the British flag had not been tarnished in his

hands, and were he again in the same situation, he should

act in the same manner ; but the oldest and most expe

rienced naval officers would discover something in every

engagement with which they were before unacquainted,

and he acknowledged, that day had presented to him

something new. He impeached no man (he said) of a

neglect of duty, because he was satisfied the officer who

had been alluded to had manifested no want of courage,

which was the quality most essential to a British seaman.b

b The reader must here see very indefinite expressions, and reasoning by.

no means conclusive. What the alleged novelty that had oucurred in the

engagement was, he did not explain, though, without great likelihood of mis

take, common sagacity might conjecture what meaning he intended to.convey.

He impeached no man »f neglect of duty, because the officer alluded to

manifested no want of courage. Though courage he, as he observed, the

most essential quality of a seaman, yet it is not his only duty, and there might

Vol. II. G g
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CHAP AH his direct complaints or animadversions were limited

^^i^ to an anonymous letter imputed to that gentleman, and

1778< another letter avowed and signed by him, and both pub

lished in a newspaper. In the subsequent part of his

speech, complaining of the abuse to which he had been

exposed in diurnal publications, he said he did not charge

ministers with being the authors or promoters of the invec

tives against him ; they, on the contrary, seemed to be his

friends, and caressed and smiled upon him : or if any min

isters were capable of vilifying and secretly aspersing him,

and endeavouring to cut his throat behind his back, he did

not think they were then near him.c Sir Hugh

Palliser charged the admiral with dark and indirect insinu

ations, called on him to state his charges, justified his own

conduct, and expressed his wish for a public inquiry ; the

institution and result of which I have already narrated as

far as concerned the two admirals. Opposition in parlia

ment condemned the admiralty for granting a court martial

at the instance of Palliser. They should [they said] have

acted as moderators upon this occasion, given passion

time to cool, and interposed their influence in healing the

differences between two brave and valuable officers, at a

time when their services were so much wanted : instead

of which they blew up the flame, by precipitately receiving

a rash, hasty, and passionate accusation ; and thereby

drawing on the fatal dissensions in the naval service, and

the numerous evils to the public, which they had them

selves declared must be inevitable consequences of such

a trial. The commissioners of the admiralty strenuously

insisted their constitution to be such, that in all matters of

accusation they were obliged to act ministerially, they had

no judicial power; that, when a complaint was preferred,

they were, as a matter of course and in discharge of their

office, not only compelled to receive it, but to give the

necessary direction for the trial.

be grounds of impeachment against an officer who had exerted courage. In

fact, admiral Keppel does not disavow the existence of other grounds : but the

exclusive admission of that quality tends by a natural construction to insinuate

a uVi.ial, :lr, at least, a doubt of the performance of other necessary duties by

the i '-.'idua't to whom he alluded.

c Lord Sandwich, first lord of the admiralty, and a member of the other

home, lieiug in anti-ministerial works represented as both politically and per

sonally inimical to admiral Keppel, was understood to be meant by this

insinuation.
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The vice-admiral had preferred an accusation consist- CHAP,

ing of five separate articles, or charges, properly drawn up,

and specifically pointed. What line of conduct then could 1778.

the admiralty board pursue ? They must either prejudge

the truth of those charges, or admit them to be such as

were fit to be sent to the consideration of a court martial.

The first they neither could, nor dared to do, being totally

ignorant of their truth or falsehood ; and with the second

they were compelled to comply, because the matter allowed

no other alternative. Opposition insisted that the admi

ralty was not only endued with discretionary powers com

petent to the purpose, but that the exercise of these was

one of their great and principal duties, and among the most

useful purposes of their institution. They represented

their omission of so important a duty on the present occa

sion as highly culpable; but, in endeavouring to ascertain

the powers of the admiralty, they argued more from their

own conception of expediency, than from either statute or

usage. The restrictions (they said) by which they pre

tended to be bound, would establish a principle that must

destroy all naval service, and leave every superior officer

at the mercy of his inferior. If the whole fleet of Eng

land were upon the point of sailing on the most sudden

and critical emergency, whether for our immediate defence

against invasion, or for the preservation of the most valu

able foreign interest, according to this doctrine every petty

officer, through folly, malice, or treachery, might prevent

the whole design and operation, only by laying some charge

against the commander in chief, which would necessarily

detain all the principal officers, either as witnesses or judges.

From this extraneous discussion, returning to the subject

at issue, the house by the previous question dismissed the

motion.

During the recess of parliament the admiral's trial 1779.

began ; and on his acquittal, a motion was made in the

house of commons, that the thanks of the house should be

given to the honourable Augustus Keppel for his distin

guished courage, conduct, and ability, in defending the

kingdom in the course of the last summer effectually pro

tecting its trade, and more particularly for his having glo

riously upheld the honour of the British flag on the 27th
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CHAP, and 28th of July : the proposition was adopted, there being

y^-v-^, only one dissentient voice. The thanks of the lords, in

177g nearly the same terms, were voted in four days after, with

every external appearance of the most perfect unanimity.

The impartial reader may, perhaps, find a difficulty in

comprehending what the acts of Keppel were on the 27th

and 28th of July, which drew forth from parliament such

testimonies of gratitude ; and what essential service the

chief naval commander on that memorable occasion render

ed to his country. It was very evident that ministers did

not conceive such an opinion of his public conduct, as their

assent to the vote of thanks might indicate ; but as the tide

of popularity ran so high in his favour, they did not think

it prudent to go against the current. This compliance

«. with a proposition of their adversaries, manifestly contrary

to their own judgment, was very frequent in lord North's

administration ; and appeared to arise from a desire of

deprecating part of the censure which they so often expe

rienced : an attempt, however, by unjust and unnecessary

concessions to prevent obloquy, was an expedient of weak

ness and timidity, and demonstrated the absence of that

firmness with which conscious wisdom and rectitude pur

sue their purposes. The admiralty informed Keppel, that

in consequence of his acquittal he was required to resume

his command ; but though he complied with the requisition

yet the terms in which it was expressed manifesting no

approbation of his conduct, he soon after asked and received

his majesty's leave to resign.

Mr. Fox Mr. Fox followed the acquittal of his friend and the

makes a thanks of the houses, by a motion for censuring lord Sand-

censuring wich, intended (he said) as a prelude to another for his

wichSand. removal from office. The alleged ground of censure was,

the inadequacy of the force that bad been furnished to

Keppel : when he sailed with twenty ships of the line, there

were thirty sail of the line in Brest water fit for service.

Either ministers did or did not know that fact; if they

knew it, it was an act of the highest criminality to commit

the fate of this country to so great a disparity of force .

on the other hand, if the first lord of the admiralty was

ignorant of the state of the French navy it was an igno

rance totally inconsistent with the performance of his offi
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rial duty. Ministers answered, that there was no evidence CHAP,

of the fact on which this charge was grounded ; it appeared

from the papers of the captured Licorne, that the alleged 177g

number was then in a state of preparation, but not that they

were actually equipped : and in the conduct of the French

it appeared, that they were not then ready for sea : since,

though they knew that an English fleet of twenty ships of

the line were at sea, they did not leave harbour till a fort

night after. The motion was rejected by a majority of whichis

. ,i , negatived.

204 to 170, a difference much smaller than on any question

that had occurred respecting the war. Mr. Fox made a

second attack, which was directed against the whole of lord

Sandwich's administration: stating the objects which ought

to have been considered by the naval minister, the expense

incurred, and the armament provided, he endeavoured to

prove that the expense was sufficient for the attainment of

all the objects, but that the force prepared was totally in

adequate ; on these grounds he moved a vote of censure.

Admirals lord Howe and Keppel, by professional state

ments, and arguments derived from these, supported Mr.

Fox's positions. Ministers answered, that the allegations

of their opponents were founded in assumptions not sup

ported by facts, and that they could not join in a vote of

censure for unsubstantiated charges ,- on a division, the mo

tion was rejected by a majority of two hundred and forty-

six to one hundred and seventy-four.

Great dissensions, originating in the dispute between Dispute

Keppel and Palliser, were now prevalent in the navy, and ^enV'.v.

very serious apprehensions were entertained of their con- betweeii

sequences. A declaration of admiral Keppel in the last ^nsPofthe

debate, that he would not accept of any command under respective

• • li i f admirals

the present ministry, powerfully tended to fan the flame.

Several officers of high rank and character immediately

quitted the service, or declared they could not act under

the present system. The political parties reciprocally

accused each other with having caused these discords.

Sir Philip Jennings Clerk, encouraged by the suc

cess which his bill for the exclusion of contractors the

preceding session obtained in the house of commons, at

tempted its revival ; but he soon found that a great change

of opinion had taken place. It was rejected by a majority
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CHAP, of 165 to 124. On the 10th of March, Mr. Frederic

Montague proposed a bill for granting farther relief to

177-j. protestant dissenting ministers and schoolmasters. The

enlightened liberality of the age had, it was said, dimin

ished the legal restrictions upon the Roman catholics,

therefore the protestant ministers had a fair claim to par

take of legislative indulgence. The extent and bounds of

toleration depend entirely on expediency, founded in the

nature of the opinions professed, and their practical ten

dency. In the conduct of the class whose relief was now

sought, no objection of either justice or policy could be

adduced to prevent it from being granted. In the present

state of loss, calamity, and danger, it was necessary to

unite the interests and affections of all our countrvmen,

and to concentrate into one mass all the remaining strength

of the empire. Two classes of senators had, as we have

seen, opposed former applications of dissenters : the first,

from high church doctrines ; the second, from views of

political expediency. In the present instance, the second

class, however, was favourable to the bill, which, though

violently opposed by members of the first, passed both,

houses by great majorities, and received the royal assent.

The chief object of this session continued to be the discus

sion of executorial conduct. Admiral Pigot, brother of

lord Pigot, late governor of Madras, exhibited an histori

cal detail of the object of his late brother's appointment,

his conduct, the treatment which he experienced from the

company's servants resisting his execution of the orders of

their masters, his sufferings, and consequent death. After

calling witnesses to establish his proceedings, he moved an

address to his majesty, praying that he would be gra

ciously pleased to give directions to his attorney general to

prosecute George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer.

and George Mackay, esquires, for ordering the governor

and commander in chief, George lord Pigot, to be arrested

and confined under a military force ; they' being returned

to England, and now within the jurisdiction of his majes

ty's courts of Westminster hall. Mr. Stratton, being a

member of parliament, and present at this very time, en

tered into a defence and vindication of his own conduct

,ud that of his colleagues, in which he imputed their pro-
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ceedings to a necessity arising from the violent and arbi- CHAP,

trary acts of lord Pigot ; but his arguments made so little XXH.

impression on the house, that the resolutions were imme- 1779

diately adopted without one dissenting voice. The prose

cution took place ; each was sentenced to pay a fine of

1000l. a very inconsiderable sum to men of immense for

tunes, and which could hardly operate as a punishment.

Mr. Fox, on the 10th of April, moved an address to Mr. Fox's

the throne for the dismissal of lord Sandwich from his motion for

• r.. rni the remo-

majesty s service, Tor misconduct in office. The alleged vai of lord

grounds were the same collectively which had before se- Sandwlc".

parately been rejected by the house ; Mr. Fox, however,

with his usual ingenuity, endeavoured to show that the

case was different, between a motion for censure and for

removal: the former were judicial inquiries, the present

was a deliberative question of expediency. A motion for

censure required, in point of justice, a specification and

certainty of the offences imputed ; a motion for dismissal

from employment ought to be adopted, if it was probable

that the business of the employer would be better perform

ed by another. The whole of the subject proposed might

be proved in a few short questions and answers. Was lord

Sandwich equal to the performance of his official duties,

with safety and honour to the nation ? Has he hitherto

done so ? What reason is there for supposing that he who

has failed in his past duties, shail act more ably for the fu

ture ? The majority of members did not admit Mr. Fox to

have established the alleged unfitness of lord Sandwich,

and therefore voted against his removal.

Much censure had been thrown out against general Inquiry in-

Howe, especially in writings alleged to be patronized by ^J,*6,,^""

ministers ; and it was confidently and vehemently asserted, generals

that, if his conduct had been wise and vigorous, he might fallow,

have repeatedly terminated the war. Both the Howes *nd,adral-

i j • l r • j. ral lord
strongly urged an inquiry, as the sure means oi vindica- Howe.

ting their character. Lord North replied, that as govern

ment had advanced no charge against the noble brothers,

no vindication was necessary, and that ministers had no

share in the invectives ; but though he did not approve of

an inquiry, he would not oppose its institution, and readil).

agreed to the production of the papers which were wanted
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The evi

dence at

ftrst fav

ourable to

air William

Howe.

for carrying it into effect. In these was included the whole

correspondence between the ministers and commanders in

America, from Howe's arrival at Boston in 1775, to his

departure from Philadelphia in 1778; also the accounts,

returns, and, other documents, tending to show the state

of the army at different periods ; the real movements and

operations, as well as the different plans of action, which

had been proposed, discussed, or concerted by the ministers

and generals. Ministers apprehending that their own

counsels, and not the conduct of the commanders was the

real object of the scrutiny, proposed that the examination

of witnesses should be confined to military subjects : and

on the 6th of May, lord Cornwallis, major general Grey,

sir Andrew Snape Hammond, major Montresor, chief en

gineer, and sir George Osborne, were examined. The

result of their evidence was, that the force sent to Ameri

ca was at no time equal to the subjugation of the colonies;

that the difficulty chiefly arose from the almost unanimous

hostility of the people to the British government, and the

natural obstructions of the country, so abounding in woods,

rivers, hills, and defiles. Their evidence descending to

accounts of particular actions, from which the chief cen

sure of the general had arisen, tended to justify his con

duct. General Howe himself endeavoured to prove, that

he had uniformly stated to the American minister the

utter impossibility of reducing America without a much

greater force ; that he had accompanied his proposed plan

for the campaign of 1777, with a requisition of a reinforce

ment of twenty thousand men, or at the least fifteen thou

sand, as indispensably necessary ; that the minister had

uniformly supposed the number of loyalists to be much

greater than it really was ; trusting to their cooperation,

he could not be convinced that so great a reinforcement

was wanted, and therefore had not sent a fifth part of the

number. Concerning the northern expedition, no concert

had been proposed between him and the general of that

army, nor did he hear any support was expected from him,

until a letter from the secretary, which reached him in the

Chesapeak, expressed a hope that he might be able toco-

operate with Burgoyne. Ministers perceiving that the
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evidence adduced was not only intended, but directed to

the crimination of themselves, much more than an inquiry

into the conduct of the general, proposed to call witnesses 1779.

on the other side. The chief evidences were major gene*

ral Robertson, deputy governor of New York, and Mr.

Joseph Galloway, an American lawyer, who, after having

been a member of the first congress, joined the British

army. The testimony of Mr. Robertson rather expressed Testims-

general disapprobation of sir William Howe's conduct, nerailiol

than advanced particular charges : Mr. Galloway's accu- JjjJjJjJ

sations, specific and direct, included the various topics of Galloway

military error or misconduct which had been so repeatedly ^le™**'

alleged against the general. But, without questioning the

veracity of Mr. Galloway, his competency may be doubt

ed: he was chiefly stating, not facts, but opinions, of

which the subject was a detailed series of military opera

tions ; and he being no military man, the less authority

was due to his judgment. Mr. Galloway made one very

extraordinary assertion, that four-fifths of the Americans

were zealously attached to the British government ; if the

proportion of loyalists had been really so great, they could

have easily overpowered the revolters, without the assis

tance of one British soldier : so exaggerated an account,

manifesting at least glaringly inaccurate observation, very

much weakened the credibility of his assertions. Sir Wil

liam Howe requested leave to call witnesses to controvert

Mr. Galloway's asseverations : ministers objected to this

mode, as productive of too much delay; he was, how

ever, allowed to cross-examine this witness. A day being

fixed for that purpose, and sir William not having attend- Th*

ed at the appointed hour, the committee was suddenly dis- ruptly a-

solved, and the question at issue was left undecided. Op- band°Be*'

position had eagerly demanded and prosecuted an inquiry,

while the testimony in exculpating the commander tended

to criminate ministry ; but when the evidence took a dif

ferent turn, their ardour manifestly subsided. Respecting

general Howe, the principal witnesses in his favour were

much more competent than the principal witnesses against

him : lord Cornwallis and general Grey, military men,

spoke concerning actions in which they were themselves

engaged j Mr. Galloway, not a military man, spoke from

Vot. II. H h
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CHAP, hearsay. It must, however, be observed, that in inqui-

xx"' ries concerning what might have been done, testimony is

1779 necessarily inference, not the result of recollection and ve

racity, but also of opinion and conjecture. The judgment

of the wisest men, concerning subjects in which they are

peculiarly skilled, may be warped by their affections.

Many other professional men, having considered in detail

the force and opportunities of General Howe, drew a

totally different conclusion.

Whatever estimate the impartial reader may have

formed of the merit of general Howe's exertions, he

must immediately perceive, that the inquiries proved min

isters to have continued in that state of misinformation

and ignorance respecting the sentiments of the Americans,

in which their fatal plans and measures originated ; and

also, that they did not send to America the force which

the general required.i1 Ministers, by patronising Mr.

Galloway, and other accusers of the late commander,

demonstrated themselves disposed to promote an opinion

of his culpability. If they conceived the late commander

not to have discharged his duty, ministers, in not order

ing a court martial to establish the imputed misconduct,

neglected their duties to their king and country ; if they

thought him innocent, it was mean and illiberal in them

to favour and pension his revilers :e if he was guilty, they

acted weakly and timidly in not bringing forward the

proofs. Lord North and his colleagues, however, are

exempted from one charge, often adduced against the

counsellors who have appointed a commander in chief to

conduct an expedition that proves unsuccessful. His mi

litary reputation at the time he received this last commis

sion, justified the appointment ; though there might be

persons whose expectations were not fulfilled by general

Howe's campaigns, none could with justice at the outset

(1 Our immortal war minister, secretary Pitt, after he planned an expedi

tion, and selected an officer to conduct it, immediately asked him, what

force he would deem necessary ? On being informed, he always ordered a slill

stronger armament ; but dift'erent, indeed was the war minister of 1759, from

the war minister of 1*77.

e Mr. Galloway, and several others of inferior note, who inveighed

against general Howe, received pensions. Galloway's evidence was puhlished

in a pamphlet, and circulated with great industry by the friends of

uuministration.
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have affirmed that he was a man whose talents and charac- CHAP,

ter did not justify reasonable expectations of success. v^-v^w

General Burgoyne also insisted on an inquiry into 1779

his conduct. On his return from America the former lnquiry

to the con-

year, he had applied for a court martial : which was refu- duct ofsed him, on the ground that while he was prisoner his pre- BulWle '

ceding conduct was not cognisable by any tribunal in this

country. He had been refused admittance to the sove

reign, and complained loudly of the court and ministry ;

he repeatedly solicited a parliamentary investigation, but

Germaine had declared that his request could not be

granted until after a military scrutiny, which he affirmed

to be at that time impracticable ; and when an inquiry

was allowed to general Howe, Burgoyne having resumed

his solicitation, his requisition was at last agreed to. The

principal witnesses were, sir Guy Carleton, the earl of

Balcarras, captain Money, the earl of Harrington, major

Forbes, captain Bloomfield and colonel Kingston. The cleared

evidence tended to overthrow some severe charges and jjjjjJjJJJ6"

censures which had been insinuated or directed against ipecific

Burgoyne's conduct, and particularly detected two false- aions.*81i""

hoods then very commonly believed : first, that general

Philips, the evening before the convention of Saratoga,

offered to force his way, with a specified part of the army,

from Saratoga back to Ticonderago : secondly, that the

late gallant Fraser had expressed the utmost disapproba

tion of the measure of passing the Hudson river. The

question, however, was undecided, whether his orders

for proceeding to Albany were peremptory or conditional :

some doubts were also left, respecting both the design and

the mode of conducting the expedition to Bennington.

These inquisitorial proceedings occupied parliament dur

ing the greater part of the session.

Riots, which had arisen in Scotland from groundless Riots in

apprehensions concerning popery, were, by the ingenuity from'Tn1-

of opposition, made subjects of accusation against ministry. *^ssti-cst

The Roman catholic bill, that passed during the preceding popery,

session, excited great alarms in North Britain, as it was

supposed to be the intention of parliament to extend the

relief to the Scottish catholics. When the law was enacted

in 1778, the general assembly of the church of Scotland
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CHAP, happened to be sitting. The well intended but unadvised

J^^L, zeal of some members of that respectable body, pro-

1779. posed for clerical discussion the late act, and made a

motion for petitioning the legislature not to extend the

bill or any of its provisions to Scotland, and supported the

proposition by detailing the common arguments against

popery. Mr. Dundas, a lay member of the assembly,

showed that the law repealed in England had not origina

ted in fear of popery, and was not intended as a bulwark

against its encroachments, but sprang from a design of

the jacobite party to render king William and his whig

ministers unpopular : that the jacobites expected the whigs

would oppose that bill, and intended to impute that opposi

tion to a partiality for the Romish faith ; but that the

whigs perceiving the object of their adversaries, suffered

it to pass, though very inconsistent with their principles

of freedom and toleration/ Doctor Robertson, with

some able coadjutors of his own order, deprecated the agi

tation which tended so much to excite the alarm and dis

content of the people, and demonstrated the absurdity

of anticipating the intention of legislature, by petitioning

parliament against a bill not actually proposed. The mo

tion was negatived through the influence of those able and

enlightened men, though, it produced the effect which

their sagacity had apprehended. The populace was soon

taught to conceive, that the successful opposition sprang

from a predilection for the popish doctrines, and burned

with zeal against antichrist. To oppose popery, associa

tions were formed by the lower classes in Glasgow, Edin

burgh, and other towns, under the instigation and conduct

of fanatical and turbulent demagogues ; and the populace

rose to tumult and riot in various places. At Edinburgh

and Glasgow the enthusiastic spirit fermented to an alarm

ing degree ; mobs set fire to popish chapels, and the dwel

ling houses of the catholics ; ami many zealots of higher

ranks and better opportunities of knowledge, were absurd

enough to approve of these outrages, on the ground that

it was proper for the people spiritedly to manifest their

f The author, who was present, remembers, that Mr Dundas, to justifv

his posiiious, read the aceoupt of the law from linniet-s fi-islorr of his own

Botes.
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hatred ofpopery. The sufferers applied to Mr. Burke to CHAP,

present a petition to parliament, praying for a compen- XX"-

sation on account of the losses which they had sustained. ,779

In promoting this application, Mr. Burke and his friends arebim^Jt"

very strongly attacked the supineness of government, to Burke to*

which they imputed the mad violence of the populace ; *g8'5^-

but they adduced no proof that ministers had been negli- nisters;

gent, or that the disturbances had arisen from causes over

which they had any control.

Although this session lasted from November to July,

and produced more political debate than any during the

former part of the contest ; yet, long as it continued, and

busy as it was, its acts are of very little legislative impor

tance. The affairs of Ireland were again submitted to the

consideration of the house, and various proposals were

made for affording relief and assistance to the commercial

interest of the sister kingdom ; but no regular plan was

formed respecting the nature or extent of the aid which

was to be expected and offered. The discussion was in a

considerable degree confined to barren generalities. Seve

ral propositions were at length offered, but their practical

consideration was deferred to the following session.

On the 17th of June, the ministers brought a message Rupture

to parliament concerning a hostile manifesto that was pre- """.Sp*"-

sented by the Spanish ambassador. To introduce this

properly to the reader, it is necessary to revert to the king

of Spain's character and disposition, together with the cir

cumstances of the times. Though nothing could be more

contrary to the solid interests of his kingdom than hostili

ties with Great Britain, yet Charles III., a monarch of

weak understanding, narrow views, and the childish irrita

bility of feeble|minck, had, as we have seen, from a fancied

insult, cherished against England an enmity which a real

injury could not have justified when so adverse to the

commercial and political benefit of his country. He was

farther inflamed by that spirit of rivalry, which, in con

fined and uncomprehensive understandings, values com

parative superiority above positive good. He was more

anxious to impede the prosperity of England, than to ad

vance the prosperity of Spain. In these causes chiefly

originated the actual war and intended hostilities which
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CHAP, this history has already recorded. When the present

, quarrel broke out between France and England, Spain,

1779. no* yet prepared for the contest, professed a determination

to observe a strict neutrality. She had offered her servi

ces as a mediator between the belligerent powers, and pro

posed to mix the separate claims of France and Spain

into one view and treaty. On this principle, so strongly

and. justly reprobated by Mr. Pitt in the former war, a

negotiation was opened. France now proposed an armis

tice, and a congress to be held at Madrid, whither the

colonists should be permitted to send commissioners, and

meanwhile be treated as an independent power. Both

courts well knew that these terms were totally inadmissa-

ble, on the avowed principles of the court of London ; the

offer was therefore nugatory and insulting. Spain now

openly avowed her hostile purposes, and on the 16th of

June delivered a manifesto to the British secretary for for

eign affairs. The manifesto in its object was nearly the

same with those which had been often presented by the

courts of Versailles and Madrid ; it consisted of charges,

without proof, of hostilities committed by England ; and

praise, contrary to proof, of the moderation and justice of

France and Spain. It contained general allegations, of

Spanish territories invaded, and Spanish subjects murder

ed by English, without any specification of the time and

place in which the alleged atrocities were committed, or

any evidence that they had ever been perpetrated. It

stated demands of satisfaction, but adduced no evidence that

complaints had ever before been made, or that any injuries

existed ; it was merely a tissue of assertion without proof;

and which neither then, nor ever afterwards, received the

slightest support from documents or any other evidenced

Spain evi- As she, by her hostile manifesto, avowing her junction

aggressor.6 wltn the enemies and revolted subjects of Great Britain,

committed an act of open and flagrant hostility, and brought

no proof of any previous hostility on the part of England,

Spain was evidently the aggressor.1i

g See Spanish manifesto in State Papers of , 779.

Ii I herein differ from Mr. Belshani who asserts that Britain was the ag

gressor ; hut as this writer brings no proofof the truth of his assertion, and Spain,

by her commencement of hostilities, brought such proof against the assertion,

I must, instead of relying on the authority, rest upon the evidence, that not nay



RE1GN OF GEOHGK III.
239

When the manifesto was laid before parliament, op- CHAP,

position at first professed to join in a resolution to sup-

port the war against the house of Bourbon ; but, as they 1779-

descended to detail, their eloquence was as usual directed

to the crimination of ministers, much more than the secu

rity of their country. Lord North proposed to double

the militia ; he, however, professedly made his proposition

as a subject of discussion and modification. Three opi

nions were prevalent on this question : one recommended

the adoption of the project as it was originally framed :

the second preferred a mixed scheme, which, with a small

augmentation of the militia, proposed to levy distinct

volunteer corps ; and the third objected to any increase

of the militia, and would trust to the spirit and patriotism

of the nobility and gentry in raising forces, according to

the offers which had been already made, and to the efforts

of the people, who would unquestionably come forward to

defend their king and country. The bill received such

great alterations in the house of lords, as totally to change

its original nature and in that state, it passed into a law.

The supplies granted for 1779, amounted to seventy Supplies,

thousand seamen, and thirty thousand three hundred and

forty-six soldiers, besides the army in America and the

West Indies, which, including foreigners, consisted of

about forty thousand. The services of the year were

then estimated to require 15,072,654l. The land tax and

duties upon malt furnished their proportions : seven

millions were raised by annuities ; and a lottery, consisting

of 49,000 tickets, was distributed among the subscribers,

in the proportion of seven tickets, at 10l. each ticket, for

every thousand pounds subscribed.i Lord North said he

wanted to have borrowed eight millions, but could procure

no more than seven. The whole amount of the money

raised by a lottery, was to be distributed into prizes.k

The sinking fund furnished 2,071,854l. Exchequer bills

country but its enemies began the war. T confess, that though, as an historian,

1 hold myself bound to narrate the truth, whether favourable or unfavourable to

Britain, as a Briton lfeel more pleasure in recording its justice, than I should

derive from being under the necessity ot exhibiting its injustice ; and that I have a

satisfaction in being convinced these islands did not provoke the confederacy of

the great continental powers,

i History of Britain during lerd North's administration, p. 555. k Ibid.
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CHAP, to the amount of 3,400,000l. were voted ; and other less
XXII •

considerable articles of revenue completed the ways and

1779 means. A vote of credit for a million, was afterwards

passed ; and the whole navy debt was left undischarged.

The terms on which the loan was filled, were, besides

the douceur of lottery tickets, three per cent, per annum,

and an annuity of 3l. 15s. for the term of twenty-nine

years, for every 100l. The annual interest payable on

the money borrowed amounted to 472,500l. ; to raise

which, an additional duty of five per cent. was laid on the

full produce of the excise (beer, ale, soap, candles, and

hides excepted), which was estimated at 282,109l. ; a tax

on post horses of one penny a mile, 164,250l.; and an

additional duty of five per cent. on cambric, 36,0001.

Various strictures were made on the profusion of public

money, and motions of inquiry and censure were repeat

edly proposed, and respectively negatived, by ministerial

majorities. The session was closed on the 3d of July,

by a speech in which the king expressed his cordial

thanks for the exertions of parliament for the public wel

fare in the various departments of national service. He

rejoiced that the courage and constancy of his people rose

with the difficulties which they had to encounter ; and

doubted not, that their efforts would finally prevail against

their multiplied enemies.

-



REIGN OF GEORGE III.
241

CHAP. XXIII.

Hostilities in the West Indies.—Superior force of the

French.—British, notwithstanding, capture St. Lucie.—

Byron sails northwards to escort the mercantile feet—in

his absence D^Estaing captures Dominica, St. Vincents,

and Grenada.—Engagement between the French feet

and Byron's indecisive.—North America.—Expedition

to Georgia under colonel Campbell—who reduces the

province.—Maitland,s battle with Lincoln—impetuous

courage of Fraser's highlanders.—WEstaing, with a

large force, arriving in Georgia, invests Savannah.—

Memorable defence of that town by the British—the

siege is raised.—Clinton continues a zuar ofdetachments.

—Gallant exploits of the British troops, without any

important result—Europe.—Perilous situation of Bri

tain.—Combined fleet parade in the channel.—English

fleet, in imitation of Drake, endeavours to draw their

armada to the narrow seas.—Enemy retreat.—France

threatens an invasion.'—Loyal and patriotic spirit and

efforts of all parties to resist the enemy.—-Voluntary

contributions.—British fleet keeps the seas, and protects

our trade.—Investment of Gibraltar.

THE first warlike operations of 1779 were in CHAP.

XXIII
the West Indies : hostilities, indeed, had commenced y^-y^^

there in 1778, but so late in the season, that, not to break 17yg,

the unity of the narrative, I include them in the account

of the present year.

A considerable force had been stationed in the Post^1(itie,^

French West Indies, under the marquis de Bouille, who, West

by a sudden attack, made himself master of the island of i**"*'

Dominica. The success of this enterprise caused a gene

ral alarm through the British islands ; the defence of

which was then intrusted to two ships of the line, under

admiral Barrington. A reinforcement, however, consist

ing of three ships of the line, three of fifty guns, and

Vol. II. 13
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CHAP, three frigates, joined the admiral in the month of Decem-

XXIII -
^^^ber, having on board general Grant, with a large body of

1779 land forces. The British armament, with this accession, sail-

f"of 'tie'" eCl *or ^"uc1e' antl arrived there on the 13th of Decem-

Freneh. ber. D'Estaing now reached Martinique, and being joined

by transports with nine thousand troops on board, conceived

the hopes of crushing the small fleet which Barrington

commanded, and reducing most of the windward British

islands, before admiral Byron could come to their assis

tance : he threatened Barbadoes, St. Vincents, Grenada,

and Tobago ; but learning the unexpected attack that was

made upon St. Lucie, he was for the time obliged to de

range his plans, and confine himself to defence. On the

17th of December, he landed at St. Lucie : the following

day, he assailed the British forces : and, though much

superior in number, after an obstinate contest, was de

feated and obliged to abandon the island, which soon after

r-h6 B"t" surrendered to tne British arms. On the 6th of January,

withstand- Byron's fleet arriving at St. Lucie, rendered our forces

tureiSti- superior to the French ; whereupon D'Estaing now acted

Lucie. on the defensive, and for five months kept himself in

harbour within the bay of Fort Royal. Both fleets re

ceived reinforcements during thewinter ; the English were

joined by a squadron af ships under commodore Rowley,

and the French by an armament headed by count de Grasse.

Byron sails Admiral Byron, on the 6th of Tune, left St. Lucie,

north- ' , . .

wards to to conduct the merchant ships which were appointed to

mercantile assemble at St. Christophers previously to their depar-

?ee*-. , ture for England. In the absence of the British fleet,

In his ab- °

sence, D Estaing commenced offensive operations : a force, con-

capture"8 sisting of four thousand and fifty men, under the command

Dominica, 0f chevalier de Trolong du Romain, sailed from Marti-

cent"s and nique for St. Vincents, where they arrived on the 12th

Grenada. of jLlne ; they immediately effected a landing, and opened

a communication with the Caribbs. The original inhabi

tants of the island, who considered the British settlers as

intruders on their possessions, were ready to join the

French. The garrison consisted of three hundred and

fifty effective men, besides those who were confined by

sickness ; with such a handful of men, conceiving defence

impracticable, lieutenant colonel Etherington, the com
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mander of the forces, and Mr. Valentine Morris, the gov- CHAP,

XXIII
ernor of the island, surrendered St. Vincents on the ^^^^^

same terms which had been granted to Dominica. Rein- 1779

forced by La Motte Piquette, who arrived with troops

and naval stores from Europe, D'Estaing sailed against

Grenada, having twenty-six ships of the line, and near

ten thousand land forces. The fate of the island was

inevitable ; but the resolute defence made by lord Macart

ney, the governor, long protected the settlement, until a

hill that commanded the fort being forced, the British

leader proposed to capitulate ; but the French general

having proposed terms unusually hard, the fort and island

were necessitated to surrender at discretion. The appear

ance of the English fleet, consisting of twenty-one ships

of the line, though too late to save Grenada, interposed

seasonably for the preservation of Tobago, the only pos

session which remained to England of the islands which

were ceded to her at the peace of Paris. A partial en- EnSaSe-

i . i_. t% • mentbe-

gagement followed, in wmch admiral Barnngton, in the tween the

Prince of Wales, with the captains Sawyer and Gardner, fl^t and--

in the Boyne and Sultan, sustained the whole weight of Byron-s

mdecisive
the French van. The action was indecisive ; many of

our ships suffered considerable damage, especially in

their rigging ; and admiral Barrington received a slight

wound. The rapidly successive loss of our three

valuable islands, had greatly alarmed our remaining

West India possessions : but the approach of the hurri

canes, added to the loss of men in the last action, repres

sed any farther attempts of D'Estaing during that season ;

and he soon after sailed for North America.

The contrivers of a project, which, notwithstanding North

the failure of expected success, they still deem practicable, Amenca-

must rest their hopes of ultimate attainment on a variation

of means. Repeated discomfiture did not convince Bri

tish ministers that the colonies were not to be subdued ;

-still our counsellors conceived they might be reduced

through a change of plans, which should be carried into

execution by more skilful and vigorous efforts. Alteration

of schemes was one of the chief characteristics of the belli

gerent policy of government during the contest with Ame

rica, which, in a great measure, was a war of experiments.
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CHAP, The northern provinces had been the first scenes of

XXIII ...
^1^^ hostilities, and afterwards the middle states ; but the

1779. southern colonies, with little interruption, had been ex

empted from invasion. Overthrow in the north and

inefficiency in the middle, government now hoped would

be compensated by victory in the south ; thither it was

resolved to direct our efforts, and during the remainder

of the conflict, Georgia the Carolinas, and Virginia, were

the principal theatres of active enterprise.

Since, indeed, it was resolved to persevere in the

attempted reduction, there were strong reasons for carry

ing our arms to the southern provinces : these colonies pro

duced the commodities which were most wanted, and most

valuable in the European markets. France took off an

immense quantity of their staple products, and the quiet

and security which they had hitherto enjoyed, ad

mitted so vigorous a cultivation, that their export trade

seemed little otherwise affected by the war, than what

it suffered from the British cruisers. Thus, in effect,

the continental credit in Europe was principally up

held by the southern colonies ; and they became the

medium through which they received those supplies, that

were not only indispensably necessary to the support of

the war, but even to the conducting of the common busi

ness and affairs of life. 1 Besides, it was believed, that,

in the provinces in question, a much greater proportion of

the inhabitants was well affected to the British government,

than upon trial had been found among their northern coun

trymen ; and ministers, in spite of experience, received

those rumours as authentic information. It was therefore

resolved to make an essay in the south, and to begin with

Georgia. This province, though in itself neither great

nor powerful, possessed considerable importance as a gra

nary to the invaders, and a road to farther progress. It

was extremely fruitful in rice, and thus could supply pro

visions to the royalists when at such a distance from their

principal magazines ; and being contiguous to East Flori

da, a loyal colony, where general Prevost was stationed

with a body of troops, if recovered, would prove a key to

the Carolinas. These reasons determined the British to

1 See Annual Register, 1779. p. 29.
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undertake an expedition to Georgia ; and towards the CHAP,

close of. the preceding year, the undertaking was com- xx,u.

menced by a detachment from the main army. 1779

The land force destined to execute this project, con- Expedition

sisted of the seventy-first regiment, two battalions of Hes- u^a^co'-*'

sians, and four of North and South Carolina loyalists, Campbell

with a body of artillery, amounting in all to three thou- who re-

sand five hundred men, under the command of lieutenant province6

colonel Campbell. Major general Prevost was ordered to

join the expedition from East Florida, and take the com

mand of the whole ; but so ably did Campbell form his

plans of attack, and so well was he supported by the spi

rit and bravery of his little army, and the cordial and

zealous cooperation of commodore Parker and the naval

forces, that the reduction of the province was completed

before the arrival of Prevost.

Having left New York in November 17T8, the Bri

tish commander arrived, on the 23d of December, at the

mouth of the Savannah river, upon which Savannah, the

capital of Georgia, is situated, about fifteen miles from the

sea. Near the metropolis, but farther down the river,

How, the American general, was stationed with several

regiments, for the double purpose of opposing the landing

of the British, and protecting the town. Not fearing these

adversaries, Campbell, on the 29th, disembarked his troops,

in the face of the provincial musketry and artillery. The

first that reached the land was captain Cameron, with the

light infantry of Frazer's highlanders ; the Americans re

ceived them with a general volley, by which the captain

and a few others were killed. The native courage of the

highlanders, by the death of their commander stimulated

to revenge, hurried on with a force which numbers in vain

endeavoured to oppose, and drove the Americans to the

woods. Campbell, pursuing the dismayed foes, overtook

them at a post near Savannah, which was so strong as to

induce How to risk an engagement. His right was

covered by a thick woody swamp, and the houses of a

plantation filled with riflemen ; his left reached the rice

marshes upon the river ; the town and fort of Savannah

protected the rear ; the artillery was disposed advanta

geously on both sides, and a trench of one hundred yards
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CHAP, wide, together with a marshy rivulet, guarded the front.

J^I!^, The colonists being somewhat more accessible on the left

177g than in any other situation, there they expected the brunt

of the British attack, and thither directed their chief atten

tion and vigilance. The sagacity of Campbell discovered

their opinions and views ; and farther to encourage their

belief, made a feint to send troops in that direction. Mean

while having discovered a private path on the right of the

enemy, he despatched sir James Baird, with the light

troops, to turn the enemy's rear : conducted by a negro

through the secret track, Baird accomplished his object,

and assailed the Americans. Campbell finding that the

stratagem had Succeeded, now bore on the enemy in front,

Thus surrounded, the provincials were completely defeat

ed and routed, with the loss of four hundred men, while

only seven of the British fell. This victory decided the

fate of Savannah, which yielded without farther struggle ;

all Lower Georgia followed its example ; and a great ma

jority of the inhabitants not only abstained from resistance,

but even took the oath of allegiance. The next care of

Campbell was to form regulations for the tranquillity and

government of the province ; which duty he effected with

great policy and ability.i" He now resolved to prosecute

his success by an expedition into Upper Georgia, where

many were said to be well disposed towards the British

government, and only to wait for the support of the king's

troops, that they might with safety declare their attachment.

The march of Campbell, therefore, into the inland country

had a double object ; to establish a communication with

the loyalists, and to reduce the remaining part of Georgia.

Augusta, the second town of the province, lies upon the

southern bank of the river Savannah, and is distant from

the sea coast about one hundred and fifty miles. The pre

vious arrangements necessary for marching through such

an extent of country, in many places thinly and in some

not at all inhabited, were so well adjusted by lieutenant

colonel Campbell, that he met with few interruptions, ex

cept such as arose from the water courses in his way, the

bridges over which were in most places destroyed. Upon

ni Sec Stedman, vol. ii. p. 72.
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his approach to Augusta, a body of provincials, under the CHAP,

command of brigadier general Williamson, quitted the ,J^!!^i

town, and retreated across the river." From Augusta, 1779

Campbell despatched lieutenant colonel Hamilton towards

the frontiers of Carolina, to encourage the loyalists by

assurances of protection.

Alarmed by the rapid advances of the royal troops,

the provincials made dispositions for arresting their pro

gress. General Lincoln, commander of the Americans

in the south, soon arrived on the northern bank with a

great and increasing force. Campbell, not finding

Augusta tenable, retreated down to Savannah ; while

Lincoln marched along the northern banks, with a view to

cross the river and reconquer Georgia. While Lincoln

was thus engaged, general Prevost conceived hopes of

surprising Charleston : on the 10th of May, accordingly,

the British troops reached Astley's ferry in the evening,

and having passed the river, appeared before Charleston

the following day. On the 12th the town was summoned

to surrender, but to no purpose. The general having viewed

the lines, was convinced, that, though unfinished, they

were not to be forced without a loss of men which he

could not spare. He knew that the garrison was more

numerous than his troops, and that general Lincoln,

having heard of his advance, was hastening to its relief

from the back country with a numerous army ; he there

fore retired towards Georgia, took possession of Johns

Island, a place separated from the main by a small inlet

from the sea, and posted himself, until the arrival of am

munition, expected from New York. Hearing that Lin

coln was advancing to Lower Georgia, he departed for

Savannah, in order to place the fort in the best possible

condition of defence ; and left to colonel Maitland the

command of Johns Island, with a garrison consisting of

the first battalion of the seventy-first regiment, much

weakened and reduced in its numbers, a corps of Hessians,

part of the North and South Carolina loyalists, and a

detachment of artillery, amounting to about eight hundred

»ien fit for duty. General Lincoln apprised that the

n Stedman, vol. ii. p. 106.
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CHAP, garrison was in a weak state, projected to cut it off ; and

xx" ' on the 20th of June, he advanced against this handfulr

1779 with about five thousand men. An attack on the British

Maitland's piquets first gave the alarm ; on which colonel Maitland

battle with ... , , ,
Lincoln, immediately ordering his soldiers to arms, despatched two

companies of highlanders to observe the motions of the

enemy, until he should come up himself with his whole

force. The impetuous valour of those brave mountain

eers hurried them on too far, and their indignant courage

forbade them to retreat, when surrounded by superior

numbers : falling in with the left wing of the provincials,

. they commenced an attack against ten times their own force,
Impetuous , . . , , ., . „.

valour of and maintained the contest until all their officers were

highlan- either killed or wounded; of the two companies, only

ders. eleven made good their retreat.1' This partial success

emboldened the Americans to attack the British lines, and

a regiment of Hessians, overborne with the provincial

force, had given away, and were communicating their

confusion to the rest of our troops, when the remaining

companies of the highlanders, by a movement equally

judicious, bold, and rapid, stayed the progress of the

American army, avenged the cause of their fallen coun

trymen, and gave a decisive turn to the fortune of the day.

The heroism diffused itself over the British troops : the

skill of colonel Maitland seized the happy moment, ralli

ed the retreating Hessians, and repelled and routed the

enemy. The Americans dispirited by so unsuccessful

an attack, attempted no farther offensive operations until

the unexpected arrival of D'Estaing reanimated their hopes

of expelling the English from Lower Georgia. Informed

of the coming of so powerful an auxiliary, Lincoln march

ed to join the French forces. Prevost prepared for the

defence of Savannah, and despatched orders to colonel

Maitland to repair thither with all possible haste ; old

fortifications were strengthened, and new works con-

o Among the slain was their brave commander, captain Charles Campbell,

the eldest son and heir of the house of Ardchattan in Argy^eShire, a youth

whom the writer recollects as a classfellow at St. Andrew's college, and of high

promise. His conduct, during four campaigns in America, acquired him great

militarj. reputation, which he was rapidly increasing, when, iu the 24th year

of hiv age, he fell fighting for his king and country.

p See Stedman, vol. ii. p. 117.
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structed, under the direction of a masterly engineer, cap- CHAP,

tain Moncrief. D'Estaing having landed his troops with- XXm-!

out waiting for the Americans, in terms of the most 17y9

boasting bravado and illiberal insolence summoned the D-Hstaing

British general to surrender. Despising the gasconade, force

Prevost considered how he might cfain time until the arri- jfr|Tin.B ln
M o o _ , (,eorgia,

val of colonel Maitland ; he therefore sent a civil answer, invests

desiring a truce for twenty-four hours. The Frenchman, SaTannalu

in the confidence of vanity, doubted not that a surrender

would be determined, and that the period wanted was for

the purpose of drawing up propositions of capitulation :

he therefore complied with the request. Meanwhile co

lonel Maitland, having marched with astonishing rapidity,

reached Savannah ; and thus reinforced, the general noti

fied his resolution to defend the place to the last extremity.

Lincoln being now arrived, the combined armies made Memora-

dispositions for carrying on the siege ; ground was broken fe„ee of

on the 2.3d of September, and the British interrupted the *.a|ht°wn

operations by several successful sallies. On the 4th of British.

October, the batteries of the besiegers being opened, a

request was made by general Prevost, that the women

and children might be permitted to leave the town, and

embark on board vessels in the river, which should be

placed under the protection of the count D'Estaing, and

await the issue of the siege. This request, so agreeable

to humanity, was refused in terms of insulting rudeness ;

which showed that the French commander, having long

proved himself destitute of the honour,* was no less

deficient in the manners, of a gentleman, and that dere

liction of integrity often brings along with it a disregard

for the decencies and proprieties of civilized life. On the

morning of the 9th, D'Estaing made an attack upon the

British lines ; two feigned assaults were intended to

draw the attention of the besieged to the centre and left,

while, in two columns, the main body turning the right of

the British, should attack the rear. The operations be

gan before day-light ; fortunately, one of the enemy's

columns mistaking its way in the darkness, was en

tangled in a swamp adjoining the fortress, and exposed

to the fire of the British batteries. Morning having dis-q He had broken his parole iu a former war.

VoL II. K k
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CHAP,

1779.

The siege

is raised.

Clinton

continues a

war of de

tachments.

covered this division not yet extricated from the morass,

the British commenced immediately so hot a fire, as not

only to prevent the enemy from turning the rear, but even

from forming, and destroyed numbers of their men.

Meanwhile D'Estaing himself, with the other column,

advanced against a redoubt which served as an out

work for the garrison ; the combat became extremely

fierce and desperate ; for a few minutes a French and

American standard was planted on a parapet. The con

test for the possession of the redoubt was long maintained

by both sides ; when lieutenant colonel Maitland, seizing

the critical moment, ordered the grenadiers of the sixtieth

regiment, with the marines, to move forward and charge

the enemy's column, already staggering, under the obstinate

resistance at the redoubt, and the slaughter which had

been made by the artillery from the different batteries, as

well as from the Germaine armed brig. This well-timed

movement decided the fate of the attack : the assailants

.tfere repulsed, driven out of the ditch of the redoubt, and

routed with redoubled slaughter, leaving behind them, in

killed and wounded, six hundred and thirty-seven of the

French troops, and two hundred and sixty-four of the

Americans. The issue of this battle determined the

siege ; the allies separated ; the Americans retreated to

South Carolina, and the French returned to their ships.

Soon after their embarkation, their fleet was dispersed

by a storm ; D'Estaing, with part of the ships, sailed

for France, and the rest returned to the West Indies.

In the northern provinces, the war this year was car

ried on in partial and detached expeditions, but productive

of no important event. Sir George Collier, who succeed

ed admiral Gambier in the command of the fleet, had

been employed on the coast of Nova Scotia ; there, by his

activity, enterprise, and vigilance, he had destroyed num

bers of American privateers, which harassed the coasting

trade of the colonists, and protected the British commerce

to Canada and Nova Scotia, and the Newfoundland fishe

ries. For his services in the station being promoted to

an higher employment, he repaired to New York ; there

sir Henry Clinton and he concerted an expedition to Vir

ginia, not with any hopes of making a permanent impres

sion on that centrical and valuable province, but with a



REIGN OF GEORGE HI.
251

view to impair resources from which the enemy were CHAP,

principally supplied. By the exports of tobacco from the XX,Ir-

Chesapeak, the credit of congress with foreign nations i77g

was chiefly, if not wholly supported ; and, by the inland

navigation of that bay, large quantities of salt provisions,

the produce both of Virginia and North Carolina, were

conveyed to the middle colonies for the subsistence of the

American army. A detachment under general Matthew,

consisting of eighteen hundred men, accompanied by sir

George Collier with a ship of the line and four sloops of

war, made a descent upon Virginia, burnt the town of

Suffolk, took or destroyed an immense quantity of provi

sions and stores at Gosport and other parts on the coast

at Portsmouth, and a great number of merchant ships be

longing either to the Americans or their new allies,

amounting in all to one hundred and thirty-seven. Hav

ing thus annoyed our enemies, and acquired a considerable

booty, the armament returned to New York.r General

Clinton attacked Verplank's creek and Stonev point, two

important posts on the Hudson river, commanding the

passage at King's ferry, which was the most direct and

convenient course of communication between the northern

and middle colonies. On the approach of the British

troogs, the forts were abandoned : major general Tryon

and sir George Collier undertook an expedition against

Connecticut, which, abounding in men and provisions, was

a great support to the American army : they successively

reduced the several towns, took or destroyed the provi

sions, ammunition, stores, artillery, and ships, but respect

ed private property as much as possible, and treated,

the provincials with meritorious lenity.8 General Tryon

and admiral Collier now proceeded to relieve Penobscot,

wherein general Maclean, with a detachment of about six

hundred and fifty British, had established a post, in order

to check the incursions of the provincials to Nova Scotia.

The Americans attempted to surprise this fort, but finding

the British prepared for their reception, made dispositions

for a regular siege. On the 12th of August, Maclean

learned that the next day aa assault was intended. On

r Mr. Belshnm, in his narrative, disapproves of these expeditions as in

consistent with humanity ; as if it were contrary to humanity to impair i&

an enemy the means of doing us hurt ! sSee Steitman, vol. ii. p. 143.
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CHAP, the 13th, however, no attack was made. On the 14th-
VViI■

the garrison early in the morning discovered, to their

1779. great surprise, that the enemy had evacuated their works,

and in the course of the day found the reason of their de

parture, in the approach of Collier's squadron. The

American ships were taken or burnt ; the soldiers and sail

ors endeavoured to save themselves by flight, but many

of them died of fatigue. Collier, on returning to New

York, was superseded by admiral Arbuthnot, and soon

after embarked for England. The Americans surprised

Stoney point some weeks after its capture, and having

taken the fortress by surprise, behaved with the most

laudable humanity to the prisoners ; but on the approach

of a British detachment, again evacuated the garrison.

They also made an attempt on Powles hook, a British post

on the Jersey shore, opposite to New York : Lee, art

American major, had learned that a party from the garri

son had gone up the country to forage. Advancing at

night with three hundred men to the gate, he was mistaken

by the sentinel for the officer who commanded the forag

ing party, and being by that means suffered to pass with

his detachment, seized two redoubts. Major Sutherland,

commander of the post, being alarmed, called together

sixty Hessians, whose vigorous onset compelled the pro

vincials to retire, with about forty prisoners : theilfr* re

treat was by military men reckoned extremely precipitate.

Gaiianiex. General Clinton, informed of the arrival of D'Esta-

theBritish mg m Georgia, and apprehending a descent upon New

tronps, York, withdrew his troops from Rhode Island and other

any impor- detached posts : and concentrating his forces, acted on the

tant result, defensive for the rest of the campaign. Such, in this

campaign, were the exploits of Clinton's forces, whose

efforts and achievements bore fresh testimony to British

valour, but produced no important results. Through

all our exertions, no progress was made towards the at

tainment of the object.

A war of devastation was carried on between the Ame

ricans and Indians ; in which, though the former were

most frequently superior, they by no means subjugated

their enemies.

The Spaniards this year conquered West Florida, and

entirely expelled the British from the Mississippi trade.
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To compensate this loss, commodore Lutterel and captain CHAP

Dalrymple captured fort Omoa, wherein they found two ^^J!^

register ships, estimated at 640,000l. with about a fifth 1779

more in other plunder. France made a successful expe

dition to the coast of Africa, with a strong squadron des

tined afterwards to reinforce D'Estaing in the West Indies.

The British forts, settlements, and factories at Senegal, on

the Gambia, and other parts of ' the coast, being totally

incapable of resisting, each were successively taken.

From distant regions we now return to Europe, where- Europe,

in the combined force of the house of Bourbon was exert

ed to overpower Great Britain on her own element, but

was exerted in vain.

Unwise as Spain manifested herself, in seeking a con

test with England, she had dexterously timed her avowal

of hostile intentions : she had suspended her declaration

until the arrival of her annual treasures from her dominions

in America, and until she was able to join the French fleet

in Europe. On the 12th of June, the armament of France

sailed from Brest towards the coast of Spain ; on the 16th,

the Spanish minister had, as we have seen, delivered the

manifesto; and, on the 24th of the same month, the Span

ish fleet joined the French.

The situation of England at this time appeared pecu- Perilous

liarly perilous. She had formerly coped with the house of g'"^°n

Bourbon, but had not been obliged to encounter its undi

vided strength. Her continental allies, by employing a

considerable part of the land efforts of our enemies, had

prevented their principal exertions from being directed to

maritime operations. It had been often objected to her

statesmen, that they too ambitiously courted foreign con

federacies ; her ministers were now censured for their total

avoidance of continental connexions. She had now to

stand alone against the Bourbon force, joined to her own

revolted subjects ; and while a great part of her power was

employed againat her ancient colonies, a naval armament

in multitude of men, number, and size of ships, unprece

dented in maritime history, prepared to bear down upon

the remainder. Foreign nations, seeing her in such cir

cumstances, considered her ruin as fast approaching : but

the event soon showed, that however unwise it may be in

Britain entirely to renounce alliances with European neigh-
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CHAP, tours, yet in herself, in the resources of her own industry,

^J^!^ ability, and spirit, she possesses the means of repelling

1779. ever>' attempt of her enemies : gigantic as were the efforts,

they did not avail.

Before the commencement of the chief naval opera

tions, a squadron of French made an attempt upon the

island of Jersey. This attack, though easily repulsed, pro

duced important consequences. Admiral Arbuthnot, on

the 2d of May, was proceeding down the channel with a

reinforcement of troops, and a large supply of provisions

and stores, to join sir Henry Clinton, when he received

intelligence that the French were in Jersey ; and, leaving

his convoy at Torbay, he with his squadron hastened to

the relief of the island. This laudable movement, though

executed as rapidly as possible, besides being the cause of

considerable delay in his own voyage, interfered with our

plan for the naval campaign in Europe. It being appre

hended, that as the season was advancing, the Brest fleet

might be out, and attempt to intercept so valuable a con

voy, ten ships of the line, under admiral Darby, were de

spatched from the channel fleet to conduct Arbuthnot be

yond all probable danger. Our principal armament, which

had been intended to block up the French in Brest harbour,

to prevent its junction with the Spaniards, was deemed

inadequate to the service, until it should be rejoined by

Darby. During this interval, the two fleets of our enemies

were enabled to met : when united, they amounted to

more than sixty ships of the line, with nearly an equal

number of frigates ; and soon after their junction, this

formidable armada steered towards the British coasts.

The com- Sir Charles Hardy, with thirty-eight sail of the line and a

fleets pa- smaller proportion of frigates, was cruising in the chops

of the channel, when the combined fleet passed him con

siderably to the eastward, about the middle of August

and proceeded as far as Plymouth. The enemy in their

way took the Ardent, a ship of the line that was sailing

to join the British admiral. They made no attempt to

land but continued in sight of Plymouth several days.

After having paraded there to the great alarm of the peo

ple, a strong easterly gale drove them out to the ocean ;

they ranged about the lands-end, Scilly islands, and adja

cent parts, till the end of the month. On the 31st of Ati

rade in the

channel.
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gust, sir Charles Hardy entered the channel in sight of ChAP.

the combined fleet, which made no attempt to oppose his ^^ji^

passage. The British admiral, like his renowned prede- l77rj

cessor Drake in similar ci: cumstances, endeavoured to TheEiig.

entice the enemy into the narrow seas where they could not endeavour-

have sufficiently expanded their force : but perhaps dread- (jfis'armi^

ing the fate of the former armada, when it presumed to da to the

brave England on her own element, they retired. The "eas. "

enemy accompanied this ostentatious exhibition of their 'H'eene-
-' t l t my re-

fleet, with threats of an invasion by a powerful army. treat.

The northern provinces of France were every where in

motion ; forces were marched down to the coasts of Nor- th™°ten«

mandy and Britanny; the ports in the bay and in the »» inva-

channel were crowded with shipping; and the general

and principal officers were named by the king to command

and act in a grand intended expedition. The British gov

ernment, with suitable vigilance and activity, prepared to

defeat the expected attack. Numerous cruisers were sta

tioned in the channel, to watch the enemv's motions ; the

militia were embodied ; they and the regular troops march

ed to our southern coasts, and cattle, horses, and whatever

else could be conveniently moved, were, by a proclamation,

driven into the interior country. The prospect of such

danger roused the national spirit ; party disputes were by p^'a"*1

the bulk of the people for a time forgotten ; they no longer j^^of

inquired whether North, or Fox would make the ablest all ilarties

minister, but agreed in thinking that Britain, an indepen- th^en?-

dent and free state, was happier, than she could be as the my.

dependent province of an arbitrary monarchy. These

thoughts, and the consequent sentiments, animated every

loyal and patriotic heart. Public bodies and private indi

viduals made voluntary contributions to raise men for the rontribu-*

defence of their king and country. But our exertions ^ons.

were not confined to defence : while this mighty armament

hovered over our coasts, a squadron of ships, under com

modore Johnstone, alarmed the opposite shores of France ;

our cruisers and privateers annoyed the trade of our ene

mies ; our own rich mercantile fleets from the East and

West Indies came safe into harbour, while the Bourbon

armament was at sea. The combined host returned to

Brest harbour, where the bad state of their ships and sick

ness of their crews, confined them to port for the rest of

<
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CHAP, the campaign. Thus the approach of this immense equip-

yJ^!^, ment, and the threatened invasion, proved mere empty

17~g bravadoes. Sir Charles Hardy continued till the begin-

J'hfh"" nlng of November to cruise with his fleet. In spite of

keeps the her combined enemies, Britannia still ruled the waves.

protects '^le or,ly commercial fleet that was in any danger, owed

iur trade, its peril to a private adventurer. Paul Jones, in the end

of July, sailed with a squadron, consisting of a forty gun

ship, a frigate of thirty-six and an another of thirty-two

guns, a brig of twelve guns, and a cutter, from port

]„'Orient, to intercept our homeward bound, fleet from

the Baltic. These merchantmen were under the convoy

of the Serapis, of forty-four guns, captain Pierson, and

the Countess of Scarborough of twenty guns, captain

Percy. On the 23d of September, captain Pierson hav

ing discovered the enemy off Scarborough, made signal

to the convoy to run ashore as soon as possible ; and

when near enough to perceive the superior force of the

enemy, summoned the other frigate to his side. Jones,

trusting to the numbers of his men and guns, offered

battle ; being within musket shot, he attacked the Serapis,

and attempted to board her, but was repulsed, Captain

Pierson, after gallantly maintaining the contest for a long

time against the two largest ships of the enemy, at length

seeing no hopes of success, in mercy to his men struck his

colours. Percy with his twenty gun ship, made a no less

valiant defence against Jones's frigate of thirty-two, but

was compelled to strike. The loss of the British in killed

and wounded was great ; but that of the enemy much

greater. Jones's own ship was so greatly damaged, that

she sunk two days afterwards. In this engagement, two

of the king's ships were lost ; but their resistance saved

the whole convoy, which escaped into different harbours.

Invest- One of the principal objects of Spain was Gibraltar :
ment of l . l J 1 , *

Kibraltar. accordingly preparations were early made tor proceeding

against that fortress. Aware of the natural strength of

the place, of the number and valour of its defenders, lately

reinforced with troops, and supplied with ammunition and

Stores, the Spaniards saw that a siege would be impracti

cable, and that the only means of reduction was blockade :

they therefore, in July, invested it by sea and land, but

made no impression during the first campaign.
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CHAP. XXIV.

Character of a statesman.—General view of Lord North's

administration.—Arduous struggle in which Britain was

engaged.—Her resources grow from her calls.—Her

efforts rise with her difficulties.—Meeting of parlia

ment.—The king's speech.—-Extraordinary amendment

proposed to the address—Views of opposition.—Plan of

gystematic attack on ministers, under three general

heads—to be respectively carried on under the conduct of

Messrs. Burke, Fox, and Dunning.—State of Ireland.—

Alarming associations.—Lord North's plan for afford

ing them satisfaction.—Bills passedfor that purpose.—

Motions in the house ofpeers by the duke of Richmond

and earl Shelburne respecting the profusion of public

money.—Petitions by Yorkshire and London.—Mr.

Burke undertakes the cause ofpublic economy.—Celebra

ted bill of reform.—Motions respecting the increasing

influence of the crown.—Increasing spirit ofpopular as

sociation.—Incident which damped that spirit.—Pro

testant society—extends from Scotland to England.—

Lord George Gordon becomes an enthusiast against po

pery—president of the protestant society.—Petition to

parliament for a repeal of the tolerant law—supported

by an immense multitude that surround the parliament

house.—Firm and manly conduct of the legislature.—

Dreadful riots in London—numerous conflagrations—

tremendous aspect of the burning metropolis—prisons

broken open—bank threatened—attempt to cut the pipes

of the new river—military reinforcements arrive—at

length prove victorious—insurrection crushed—tran

quillity restored—loud complaints against the lord may

or.—Parliament resumes its functions.—Supplies.—Ses

sion rises—Parliament dissolved.

AMONG the various considerations that enter into

our estimates of the conduct and character of statesmen,

there are two to which we may safely resort as just tests

Vol. II. L l

CHAP,

XXIV.

1779.
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GHAP, of executorial ability : the first is general and comprehen-

yj^^, sive, and depends on the principles which direct their

1779 thoughts and actions ; the second is particular, and modi-

Character fled by the existing case. The former of these tests con-

man. sists in the nature and tendency of the objects pursued,

and means employed in the whole system of their policy,

according to the fitness of which we are enabled to charac

terise their administration as a series ; the latter, in the na

ture and tendency of specific ends and measures, which

relate merely to the circumstances of the time : according

to the choice and adaptation of these, we appreciate any

given part of an administration. It would be erroneous

and feeble reasoning, to infer, from the want of one species

of talent, the absence of every other. There have been

ministers, to whose proceedings we could not apply the

first of these standards, as they were evidently guided by

no fixed principles of political science, and directed to no

determinate objects of pursuit, or concerted plan of con

duct, whose actions have been isolated experiments for ex

trication from special difficulties, and not the result of any

systematic policy for general security against evil, or for

the advancement of good. Though such men could not

be consummate statesmen, yet might they exert, in the

invention of expedients, very considerable ingenuity. In

reviewing the policy of the successive counsellors concern

ed in our disputes with America, and considering the

value of the objects, and the efficacy of the means, an

attempt to discover grand, comprehensive, and beneficially

practicable principles and schemes would be vain. Minis

ters had reasoned and acted as political empirics, and had

even evinced themselves deficient in the limited experience

General to which an empiric trusts. Their proceedings not only

lord proved them devoid of political wisdom, but of common

North-s information ; on very obvious cases, which it behoved

admims- , , . , T •

(ration. them to nave thoroughly investigated. It is easy to seethat combined wisdom and magnanimity might have avoid

ed the American war ; by abstaining from imposts less

productive, than advantages which were enjoyed before

their enactment; by concession, when more profitable than

coercion ; bv voluntary grants, more glorious than at-

i.-ni, :fs to exact; or if conciliatory oilers of renewed inter
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course availed nothing, by rather totally abandoning the CHAP,

object, than persisting in it through means to which the XXlv-

value of the end was so little proportionate. By not pre- 1779

venting the American contest, the British government Arduous

afforded an opportunity for the Bourbon ambition to bring whifliBr-U

on the French and Spanish wars ; and thus far a retro- tam w*j

. . . engaged.

spect of ministerial conduct justified a conclusion, that

their policy was, in its, nature, feeble, inconsistent, and

unwise, and in its effect, prejudicial to the country; but

when we trace their counsels and measures after we were

actually involved in those evils, we find that it frequently

possessed the secondary merit of lessening the evils which

had been produced by themselves. In the late campaign,

the most threatening which Britain had ever experienced,

the preparations of ministers had warded off the dangers :

the resistance of Great Britain to a mighty combination,

rilled European spectators with astonishment and respect:

her resources seemed to grow with her necessities, and in

no part of the world was her naval or military glory ob

scured. If many considered ministers as the ultimate Her re-

authors of our miseries, yet not a few of these admitted soul-ees

. _ grow from

their recent exertions tor defending the country to have her calls,

been powerful ; and in viewing our actual situation, great effortsTisE

numbers either overlooked or forgot the cause. Resent- Jih

..... . 6 . , , . ,, difficulties.

ment and indignation against our enemies, absorbed allthoughts of the impolicy which had enabled their malig

nity to operate. Patriotism called aloud, Let us punish

our foes, and defend ourselves ; and prudence said, reflec

tions on the causes of our state are now too late, our first

care ought to be, to discover the means of extrication from

our difficulties. Such were the sentiments which prevailed

in Britain ; and if they implied no strong approbation of

ministers, they contained at least little new reprehension.

During the recess of parliament, some partial changes took

place in the ministry : the earl of Gower, lord president of

the council, resigned that high office, and was succeeded by

the earl of Bathurst ; the earl of Hillsborough was appointed

secretary of state for the southern department, in the room

of lord Weymouth ; lord Stormont for the northern, lately

occupied by lord Suffolk : but the three chief ministers
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CHaP, who presided over the treasury, American and naval

XXIV • •
. _ ' affairs, continued to hold their offices.

177g Parliament met on the 25th of November. The

Meeting of speech from the throne observed, that we were called up-

ment on by every principle of duty, and every consideration of

interest, to exert our united efforts in the support and

defence of our country, attacked by an unjust and unpro

voked war, and contending with,one of the most danger

ous confederacies that ever was formed against the crown

and people of Great Britain. Here our king presented

a description of his subjects, which was applicable to

loyal, patriotic, and magnanimous Britons, then, and in all

The king's ages. " I know the character of my brave people ; the

" menaces of their enemies, and the approach of danger,

" have no other effect on their minds, but to animate their

" courage, and to call forth that national spirit, which has so

" often checked and defeated the projects of ambition and

" injustice, and enabled the British fleets and armies to

" protect their country, to vindicate their rights, and at

" the same time to uphold and preserve the liberties of

" Europe." In exhorting his parliament to persevere in

such efforts as would maintain the defence and security,

and promote the common strength, wealth, and interest of

all his dominions, he particularly recommended to their

deliberations the state of Ireland.

Extraordi- An amendment of a very extraordinary nature was

amend- moved to the address ; its purport was, to contrast the

pOTeVto'" situatlon of this country when his majesty ascended the

the ad- throne, with its present state when the twentieth year of

his reign had commenced ; and in a very copious and

minute- detail, which included the principal events of the

reign, it professed to exhibit the outset, progress, and re

sult, and represented our condition as then prosperous,

but now adverse ; the prospect as then splendid, but now

' gloomy ; imputing the alleged alteration to a change in

the plans of government, it proposed to leave the new,

and return to the old system. Presenting to the sove

reign a dismal picture of his dominions, it declared that,

in the opinion of its proposers, parliament would betray

both their king and country, if they did not distinctly
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state to his majesty, that nothing but new counsels and CHAP,

new counsellors could prevent the consummation of public XX1V-

ruin. In this projected remonstrance, the members of l77g

opposition departed from the tone which they had usually Views of

assumed, and demonstrated that they had now framed opli°3it'0"-

a much more general plan of operations, than in any

oftheir former hostilities against ministers. They perceived

that the public, in contemplating existing situations, began to

forget the series of past events ; and to recal these to the

minds of the people, seems to have been the chief object

of the proposition which they now offered to parliament.

Never was more ability displayed by any parliamentary Fianofsys-

opposition, than in the plan of the minority this session; Jack on mi-

or more judgment, than in distributing the parts of the outers,

execution according to the talents of the principal leaders.

They undertook to prove, first in general principle, and

afterwards in detail, that the system of government was

radically and completely wrong, and that a total change

was necessary for the salvation of the country. The under

changes were proposed to take place in three different ge"

departments, economical, constitutional, and executorial, heads,

The expanded and philosophical mind of Burke was employ

ed in grand schemes of political economy, so much the

subject of analysis and deduction, since the publication of

Smith's profound work ; and of practical comparison,

from the exertions of Neckar in the neighbouring king

dom. The preservation of the constitution, and the cor

rection of alleged abuses in that admirable system, was

the province assigned to him, whose vigorous and acute

mind, enriched with legal knowledge, sharpened by foren

sic contention, and enlarged by senatorial deliberation,

had chosen for its principal object the support of consti

tutional law and practice : to watch the balance of the

orders, to correct the preponderancy in either scale, was

the task assigned to Mr. Dunning: while the powerful to be re-

and comprehensive genius, the penetrating sagacity, the JK^Sum

bold and intrepid spirit, the luminous, forcible and im- under the

pressive eloquence of Mr. Fox, were employed on the Messrs.

executorial conduct of ministers. The efforts, therefore, i*urk?>

. I Dunning,

of opposition, besides various and separate objects of and Fox.

attack, were this session principally directed to political
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1779.

State of

Ireland-

Alarming

associa

tions,

economy, the balance of the constitution, and the conduct

of administration, under three distinguished leaders re

spectively, Messrs. Burke, Dunning, and Fox. The

speeches in support of the amendment, contained outlines

of proceedings, which occupied them during the session.

After exhibiting the present reign in an historical series

to the commencement of the preceding campaign, they

went over the various operations, and endeavoured to

demonstrate, that, in the whole and every part of their

conduct, ministers had shown themselves totally unfit for

their offices. This preliminary debate equalled the high

est oratorial efforts which had ever been employed in the

British senate ; but its result was unfavourable to the

ablest speakers ; opposition were outvoted by a majority

of two hundred a^d thirty-three to one hundred and

thirty-four in the house of commons, and eighty to forty-

one in the house of lords.

After the preliminary contention, the first object of op

position was the state of Ireland. It was understood, thatdur-ing the recess a plan was to have been formed for giving our

fellow-subjects such satisfaction as might equally conduce

to the welfare of the sister kingdom and Britain. Mem

bers of opposition now censured ministers for not having

taken effectual steps to satisfy the Irish nation. They

drew a melancholy picture of the condition of Ireland,

before its first application to the British parliament in

1778: they described the sentiments disappointment had

excited in that kingdom, and the subsequent proceedings

which had resulted from calamity and discontent. Sepa

rated from the exaggerations of orators, the following was

the actual state of affairs : associations against the pur

chase and use of British manufactures, and for the en

couragement, in every possible degree, of their own, had

already taken place. At first these had only been partial,

but now they were become universal, and the nonimpor

tation and nonconsumption agreements included the usual

penalties or denunciations of vengeance, not only against

violators, but against those importers or sellers of the

prohibited commodities who had not acceded to the gene

ral compact : to these had been joined associations of a

very different nature, and to the apprehensions already de
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scribed had been lately added the imminent danger of foreign CHAP,

invasion ; a measure which was evidently intended, if ^-^^

not absolutely avowed, by France ; and this situation was 1779-

the more alarming, as the military force supported by Ire

land had been continually drained off and weakened by

the American war. In order to provide for their defence,-

they said it must be placed in those who were the most

deeply interested in its success. The state was unable,

or unwilling, to defend them effectually ; and the mode

of defence, which was unequal to their protection, might

be ruinous to their liberties. Military societies were re

newed, and their spirit became universal. They declared

that they were designed for the double purpose, of de

fending their safety against foreign enemies, and their

rights against domestic injustice. They affirmed that

they were loyal to the king, and affectionate to Britain;

but that it was with the loyalty and affection consistent

with their own liberty and prosperity. In every part of

the kingdom were seen to arise, as it were by magic, vast

bodies of citizens serving at their own charges, choosing

their own officers, who had been trained to great expert-

ness, and obeving with exemplary regularity and steadi

ness. No nobleman or gentleman could show his face

in the country, who did not fall in (which they did gene

rally, and for the most part cheerfully) with the prevalent

disposition of the inferior and middling classes of their

countrymen. After having provided for their defence

against foreign enemies,1 the Irish began to look towards

their rights, or claims of rights, and in general declared the

authority of the British parliament over them to be a

flagrant usurpation. This state of things was not the

work of a party, or of any particular set of men, but was

produced and upheld by every rank, class, and denomina

tion of people. A free and unlimited commerce with the

whole world was the first, the great, and general object of

redress, for which no compensation could be admitted,

and without which no other concessions or advantages,

however great and beneficial, could afford satisfaction.

This was the si?ie qua 7ion, from which there was no de-

t Sec AnnuaJ Register, 1780.
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XXIV- during the recess of the British parliament, the Irish law-1779 givers showed themselves inspired with the spirit of the

nation. They declared in their addresses to the throne,

that nothing less than a free and unlimited trade could

save the country from ruin. From these facts opposition

in both houses endeavoured to prove, that the deplorable

and alarming condition of Ireland arose from the miscon

duct of ministers, in not having adopted measures for its

relief ; and made motions, charging them with criminal

negligence respecting the sister kingdom. This accusation

was powerfully supported by lord Shelburne and Mr. Fox,

in their respective houses ; ministers, without attempting

to refute the statements, made a very able defence of their

own conduct. They strongly contended that the condi

tion of Ireland was owing to causes over which they had

no control. In this part of the defence, the forcible and

well directed understanding of Mr. Dundas was employ

ed in vindicating administration ; and exhibited a clear

and masterly view of the defective system of our commer

cial policy respecting Ireland, in which her miseries ori

ginated many years before the appointment of the present

ministers, and before the present reign. The restrictions

imposed in the general system of our trade laws were

conceived in prejudice, and founded in ignorance and

impolicy ; but the prejudices were so strengthened by

time, and confirmed by the habits of a century, that they

appeared at length to have become a part of our very

constitution, which affected members of parliament as well

as all ranks of the people ; and thence the attempt made

in the two preceding sessions to obtain only a moderate

relaxation, met with the most determined opposition.

The few who undertook the invidious task, finding them

selves obliged to encounter prejudice without, as well as

petitions and pleadings at the bar, were at length over

borne by numbers. Distresses, which arose from the

frame of our commercial policy, and the errors of public

opinion, it was illiberal and unjust to impute to the ser

vants of the executive government. From the charge of

negligence, in not having formed a plan of relief during

the recess, lord North himself undertook the defence of
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ministry. Notwithstanding the multiplicity of other CHAP,

affairs in which they were occupied, they had actually xx,v.

bestowed much time and attention in collecting informa- 1779

tion, and forming a plan for the relief of Ireland ; in a

week, however, he should be ready to bring forward pro

positions for that purpose. Accordingly, on the 13th of Lord

December, he opened his scheme, and proposed ; first, to j^an'for

repeal the laws which prohibited the exportation of Irish granting

woollen manufactures from Ireland to any part of Europe; tisfac^oii.

secondly, that so much of the act of the 19th George II.

as prohibits the importation of glass into Ireland, except

of British manufacture, or to export glass from that king

dom, should be repealed : and, thirdly, that Ireland should

be suffered to carry on a trade of export and import to

and from the British colonies in America and the West

Indies, and her settlements on the coast of Africa, subject

to such limitations, regulations, restrictions, and duties, as

the parliament of Ireland should impose. The system of

the minister was received with great satisfaction, and even

applause, by opposition.

His introductory speech, with very great ability, ac

curate and extensive knowledge, exhibited a view of the

state of Ireland and its causes, the necessity of amending

its condition, and the principles which he proposed to

apply as most conducive to the purpose. Bills founded fos.

en the two first propositions were accordingly introduced, that pur-

passed both houses without any contest, and received the il0™'

royal assent before the recess. The third, more complex

in its nature, and requiring a great variety of investiga

tion, was postponed till after the holidays ; not only that

time might be afforded for discussion, but that it might

be known how the new measures affected the Irish. It

passed in the month of February, 1780. These acts, ir»o

imparting in so great a degree the benefit of a free trade,

were received with rapturous gratitude by the warm hearts

»f the generous Irish. Instead of being dictated by col

leagues of more imperious dispositions and narrower

capacities, this wise and liberal plan resulted from lord

North's own heart and understanding; and, by restoring

harmony in disputes between branches of the same com-

Vol. II. M m
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chAP, munity, demonstrated that conciliation is much sounder

policy than coercion.

i7so Among the various subjects of animadversion on theconduct of ministry, the waste of public money this

session occupied more than even its usual attention.

Provision for the national service originates in the repre

sentatives of the people ; an inquiry, however into the

application of the sums that have been voted, is certainly

not foreign to the lords, who are a branch of the legisla

ture ; and consist of so great proprietors, proportionably

affected by increase of impost : accordingly, peers in

opposition took a very active share in endeavouring to

Motion* in scrutinize expenditure, and lessen profusion. The duke

of pemby of Richmond and lord Shelburne charged ministers with

the duke the greatest prodigality, and respectively made motions of

mom\ and inquiry, ^tended to be prefatory to others which should

earl Shci- embrace tne whole circle of expenditure. The duke of
burne , r,

respecting Richmond laid down, as the basis of the proposed scru-

frsimtf tlnvt a ^ew strong and comprehensive propositions : that

public by the infatuation of government, we were engaged in

wars which necessarily demanded immense sums of

money ; that ministers ought, by the most rigid possible

economy, to moderate enormous evils of thsir own crea

tion; so far were they from exercising the frugality

incumbent on all managers of the public money, but more

especially on those to whose folly and misconduct the

cost was owing, that unbounded prodigality was evident

in the civil list, the army, the navy, and the ordnance, the

four great sources of national expense; the people groaned

under the burdens imposed on them for a supply to min

isterial profusion : our chief rival was, under her skilful

and upright financier, contracting her expenditure, while

we, under our incapable and corrupt stewards, were

increasing ours beyond all precedents of history, and all

possibility of longer endurance." From these grounds

inferring that either economy or ruin was the alternative,

he proposed to commence the reform with the reduction

of the civil list, and moved an address to his majesty,

praying him to set the example ; representing, that from

u See parliamentary debates for 1780, duke of Richmond-s motion for eco

nomical reform.
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267relieving the miseries of a distressed people, his crown CHAP,

would derive a lustre superior to any which could arise

from external splendour ; and that even after the requested 1780

curtailment, sufficient means would be left for every

rational and beneficial purpose of regal magnificence.

Ministerial peers admitted that there had been some want

of frugality during the present administration ; but what

ever system of economy might be adopted, it should not

begin with the crown, the splendour of which should be

maintained, as including all the dignity and honour of the

empire. It would be inconsistent and unjust in parliament

to withdraw from the king that which had been unani

mously granted. Lord Thurlow, with his masculine force

of understanding, and acuteness of professional habits,

encountered the motion more closely than any of the

other peers. The proposition was founded on the alleged

distresses of the people ; the fact had not been established,

it rested merely on his grace's assertion ; if the miseries

did exist, and did arise from public prodigality, the de

partment in which it prevailed ought to be specified, and

the alleged extravagance proved, that the remedy might

be applied to the actual evil : were the cure to be an ap

plication of the civil list, the motion proposing merely a

reduction, without specifying its extent, was vague and

nugatory; it was impossible to understand its exact im

port ; the house could not vote for an indefinite requisition.

These arguments prevailed, and the motion was rejected

by a majority of seventy-seven to thirty-six. Proceed

ing on the same general principle, the earl of Shelburne

proposed to inquire into the extraordinaries "of the army;

he took an historical view of the sums expended under

that head, of the armies supported, victories and advan

tages obtained, from the beginning of king William's war

to the peace of Paris, and demonstrated that the sums

charged in the accounts of 1779, were one million more

upon that article than in any year of our former wars.

After a detail illustrating ministerial prodigality, he moved

a resolution, that the alarming addition annually made

under the head of extraordinaries, required immediate

check and control ; but the motion was negatived by a

considerable majority,
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CHAP, The issue of these propositions for reducing the

^^^^ national expenditure, caused very great discontents in

1780. various parts of England. The enormous expense of

our establishments, from the war, and from waste, began

to be severely felt in the nation, and awakened the atten-

Petitiotis tion of the metropolis, and the different counties. York-

YoriLhire s^lre and London, the chief districts of landed and

»nd Lon- moneyed property, took the lead in expressing alarm,

petitioned parliament, and were followed by other corpo

rations. The petition of the county of York, compre

hensive in its object, explicit in its avowals, strong though

temperate in its language, constitutional in its principles,

exact and circumstantial in its detail, was the model on.

which other applications were formed. The nation, it

set forth, had for several years been engaged in a very

expensive and unfortunate war. Many of our valuable

colonies had declared themselves independent, and formed

a strict confederacy with our most inveterate enemies ; the

consequence of these combined misfortunes was a large

addition to the national debt, a heavy accumulation of

taxes, with a rapid decline of the trade, manufactures,

and land rents of the kingdom. Alarmed at the dimin

ished resources and growing burdens of the country, and

convinced that rigid frugality was now necessary for the

salvation of the state, they observed with grief, that

many individuals enjoyed sinecure places with exorbitant

emoluments, and pensions unmerited by public service.

They conceived the true end of every legitimate govern

ment to be the welfare of the community, and that the

British constitution, which seeks the public good, peculi

arly intrusts the national purse to the house of com

mons ; and represented, that until effectual measures were

taken to redress these grievances, by suppressing useless

donative^, and preventing unnecessary and extravagant

largesses, the grant of any additional sum of money,

beyond the produce of the present taxes, would be inju

rious to the rights and property of the people, and dero

gatory from the honour and dignity of parliament. This

petition was introduced by sir George Saville, the disin

terested and patriotic member of that great, industrious,

and opulent county. With much good sense, plain and
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perspicuous reasoning, he supported the representation, CHAP,

and urged the necessity of giving it a favourable atten- XX1V-

tion. Ministers did not object to the propriety of receiv- 1780

ing this address ; but, by postponing the consideration of

its complaints, they eventually defeated its purpose.

These discussions concerning public expenditure Mr. Burke

were preludes to the celebrated plan of economical reform the cause03

which was introduced this session by Mr. Edmund Burke. ot Pu,,lic

. , . economy.

Before the recess, this philosophical orator delivered a

speech, in which he exhibited the action and reaction of

public profusion and corrupt influence ; reviewed the

present expenses and general establishments ; stated prin

ciples, and expounded details, in order to ascertain utility.

He intimated, that soon after the holidays, he would bring

forward a plan for the reduction of public expenditure.

Able men of all parties, knowing the immense grasp of

the author's capacity, the extent and compass of his legis

lative views, the fullness aad accuracy of his knowledge,

the variety and novelty of his illustrations, waited with

anxious expectation for the performance of his promise ;

ministers and their friends, anticipated statements and ar

guments which they would not receive with conviction, at

least with pleasure and approbation ; nevertheless, they

assured themselves of philosophy, eloquence and poetic

imagery, which would fill them with delight and astonish

ment. The 11th of February 1780, Mr. Burke presented

his plan, comprehending two objects, the reduction of

expense, and the better security of the independence of

parliament. His introduction stated the difficulties which Celebra-

he must encounter in conducting a plan of reform lessen- reform,

ing private emolument ; by which it was proposed to

sacrifice individual gain from donative, to general good in

the retrenchment of unnecessary cost. In such a case

private feeling was to be overborne by legislative reason ;

a man of long sighted and strong nerved humanity would

consider, not so much from whom he took a superfluous

enjoyment, as for whom he might preserve the absolute

necessaries of life. He laid down the following general

principles, as the basis on which he was determined to

raise his superstructure of reform : that all establishments,

which furnish more matter of expense, more temptation to

oppression, or more means and instruments of corrupt



HISTORY OF THE

CHAP, influence, than advantage to justice or political adminis-

J^JJ^ tration, ought to be abolished : these rules he applied to

1780. certain institutions, public estates, offices, and modes of

disbursement, and proved, by accurate documents and

conclusive arguments, that the inferior jurisdictions an

swered no purpose which might not be better effected by

the supreme character of the sovereign. He proposed,

therefore, that the principality of Wales, the county pala

tine of Chester, the dutchy and county palatine of Lancas

ter, and the dutchy of Cornwall, should be united to the

crown ; and that offices now annexed to these separate

jurisdictions, being sources of useless expense, and means

of corrupt influence, should be abolished. His chief

attention was bestowed on the household : he proposed to

abolish the offices of treasurer, comptroller, cofferer, and

master of the household j the wardrobe and jewel offices,

the board of works, and a great part of the civil branch

of the board of ordnance ; subordinate treasuries, the pay.

offices of the army and navy, and the office of the pay

master of the pensions. These payments, he designed in

future to be made by the exchequer, and the great patent

officers of the exchequer reduced to fixed salaries, as the

present lives and the reversions should successively fall.

A great number of inferior places, too inconsiderable for

historical partieularization, were also to be abolished by

the plan of Mr. Burke. He proposed to suppress the

new office of third secretary of state, as totally unneces

sary ; also to limit pensions to sixty thousand pounds a

year, but without interfering with present holders ; and

concluded his plan of reduction, by recommending the

entire annihilation of the board of trade, as an office totally

useless, answering none of its avowed purposes, merely

providing eight members for parliament, and thereby

retaining their services. To his scheme of reform, he

subjoined a system of arrangement, which he conceived

would effectually prevent all future prodigality of the civil

list. In order to facilitate this regulation, he proposed to

establish a fixed and invariable order in payments, to divide

liquidations into nine classes", ranked respectively accord-

x 1st, the judges ; 2dly, ambassadors ; Sdly, tradesmen to the crown; 4thly,

domestic servants, and all persons with salaries not above two hundred a year ;
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ing to the importance and justice of the demand, or to CHAP.

the inability of the persons entitled to enforce their pre- XX1V-

tensions. Such are the outlines of Mr. Burke's scheme

for economical reform, wherein an impartial examiner

must admit the justness and comprehensivenes of the gen

eral principles of political economy, also the accuracy of

his details of office, and acknowledge that considerable

saving would accrue to the nation from the adoption of

the plan. The utility of economy, however, would have

been much greater to infinitely more momentous depart

ments of public expense, than any within the civil list—to

the ordnance, the navy, and the army. It is probable,

that if Mr. Burke had succeeded in his first project of

reform, he afterwards would have carried his efforts to the

largest sources of expense : all parties joined in bestow

ing the highest applause on the depth of his financial

philosophy, and the profound research and acute discrimi-

Hation which appeared in every part of his scheme ; but,

when the principles came to be applied to the particular

plans of reform, ministers did not accede. Burke grounded

upon his system five bills, which, after much discussion,

were at length severally rejected.

While Mr. Burke was engaged in recommending

public economy, Mr. Dunning was actively employed in

attempting to remedy an evil which he deduced from pub

lic profusion. Petitions, both numerous and strong, were

presented, deprecating the prevalent abuses, and especially

the waste of public money. The principle7 of the several

applications was the same ; that the national revenue ought

to be solely employed for promoting the national benefit ;

that every shilling which was otherwise expended, was

injustice to the people ; and that a great portion of the

prodigality was occupied in extending the authority of the

crown and propping the power of ministers, which they

never could support by wisdom and virtue. On the 6th

of April the petitions were discussed, and a memorable

5thlv, pensioners from the privy purse ; 6thly, holders of salaries above two

hundred a year ; "thly, the whole pension list ; 8thly, holders of offices of

honour about tie king ; 9thly, the lords of the treasury and chancellor of the

exchequer.
y See petitions for York, London, Westminster, and other places, in

«pririg 1 7St*. i
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CHAP, debate ensued, in which Mr. Dunning took the lead in

xxia . favour 0f tne applicants : he exhibited, in a connected

178(J series, the history and philosophy of constitutional law ;

the measures and causes which endangered our rights and

liberties in former times ; presented a glowing picture of

the conduct of ministers ; and endeavoured to prove that

it had a similar tendency to the counsels which had pro

duced so much mischief under the house of Stuart. From

a very extensive, accurate, and interesting detail, in a series

of acute and powerful reasoning, he drew the following

Motion re- conclusion : " that the influence of the crown has increased,

the*in-S " ls increasing, and ought to be diminished ;" and propo-

creasing^n- seci this allegation as a resolution to be voted by the house.

the crown. Such a proposition summoned the chief ability and elo

quence of the house in efforts of either attack or defence.

So strongly did Dunning and his coadjutors impress many

of the conntry gentlemen, that they joined opposition ; and

to the consternation of ministers, and the surprise of their

opponents, the motion was successful. Lord North in a

few days recovered his wonted majority ; but opposition,

elated with their late success, and the circumstances from

which it proceeded, trusting they would be ultimately vic

torious, redoubled their exertions. The petitions were

the subjects of repeated controversies ; in one of which1,

Mr. William Adam, a young member of high promise,

exhibited a very masterly view of the dangers which accrue

from agitating the multitude to an active interference in

the government of the country. This gentleman, son of

the eldest of the four celebrated brothers, was a native of

Scotland, and educated at Edinburgh, at the time that

university, headed by Robertson and supported by Blair

and Fergusson, was at the zenith of literary glory. From

Fergusson his sound and vigorous understanding imbibed

the justest principles of ethics and of politics, and was taught

to cherish and respect mingled liberty and order. His

friend and relation, Robertson, instructed him, while he

valued the rights of the people, to prize also the consti

tutional prerogatives of the crown. On the basis of phi-

z On a motion of Mr. Dunning, April 24th, for an address to his majesty,

deprecating the sudden dissolution or prorogation of parliament.
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losophy, he raised the superstructure of history and of CHAP,

law ; and so founded and prepared, he procured a seat in ^^1^

parliament. Mr. Adam drew a striking picture of the 1780

progress from popular agitation to revolution and anarchy

in the days of Charles I., and allowed that the opponents of

the court began from justifiable and noble motives ; he

marked the movements of so formidable an engine as the

multitude, and followed its progress until its rapidity and

force, becoming totally ungovernable, crushed the consti

tution. The genius of Mr. Fox gave a different inter

pretation to the same period of history, and ascribed the

fate of Charles, and the calamities of his country, to the

weak obstinacy of the king, who, by refusing, in the early-

part of his reign, to gratify the reasonable wishes of his

people, provoked them to a resistance, which brought

destruction on himself. The efforts of opposition, great

as they were, did not, in the present session, recover the

majority of the 6th of April.

A bill was proposed for excluding contractors from

parliament, and by ministers suffered to pass the house of

commons with little opposition, probably from either a

foreknowledge or predestination of its rejection by the

other house. On the general ground of diminishing the

influence of the crown, a bill was introduced for preventing

revenue officers from voting at elections, but rejected by a

small majority. On the 23d of March, lord North inform

ed the commons, that the East India company not having

made such proposals for the renewal of their charter as he

deemed satisfactory, he should move the house for the

speaker to give them the three years notice ordained by act

of parliament, previous to the dissolution of their monopo

ly ; that the capital stock or debt of 4,200,000l. which the

public owed to the company, should be fully paid on the

25th of April 1783, agreeably to the power of redemption

included in the same act. Mr. Fox inveighed against this

measure of the minister, as tending to deprive us of our

India possessions, as he had lost us America. Lord North

answered, that he intended nothing more than to prefer a

legal claim, in behalf of the public, to the reversion of an

undoubted right. The proposed notice did not preclude

any propositions which might hereafter be made by the

Vol. II. N n
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CHAP, company, and did not restrain parliament from accepting

vJ^I^to, any offers which it approved ; it merely intended to pre-

17»0. vent a year of the public right to the reversion of the

company's trade from slipping away without compensation.

The company, as it was now established, was certainly

the best medium for drawing home the revenues from the

Indies ; but if they were either so unreasonable or impru

dent as not to offer a fair bargain to the public, a new

corporation might be; formed, and effectual measures adopt

ed to prevent or remedy the threatened evils. These

representations of lord North were so reasonable, that

his adversaries suffered him to carry his motion without

a division.

On the 5th of May, general Conway proposed a planof conciliation with America, by removing all their justcomplaints, without acknowledging their independence.It was opposed by ministers, as degrading and ineffectual ;and was faintly supported by the chief men of opposition,who thought it totally inadequate to its object. Repeatedmotions were made in both houses, for inquiring into thearmy extraordinaries and different articles of publicexpenditure ; but they were all negatived. Propositionswere also offered for the removal of ministers, but met

Increasing with the same fate. Associations continued to be formed

spirit ot D0th in London and other parts of England, the object of
associa- l of J

tion. which was reform of abuses, with a change of measures

and of men.

Incident While so many, both within and without parliament,

damped displayed enmity to ministers, proceedings took place

that spirit, which damped the spirit of association, suspended all

opposition, and produced unanimity in both legislative

assemblies, in every enlightened well wisher to his king

and country, to whatever sect or denomination he might

belong. Legislature, finding the populace of Scotland so

much averse to the relief of the Roman catholics, had not

Extends extended their system of tolerance to that country. The

fandio'°'" successful resistance of the Scottish zealots encouraged

England, fanatics in England to expect that, by efforts equally

vigorous, they might procure the repeal, on this side of

the Tweed, of the laws which had been prevented on the

•other. A protestant society was formed in England, con
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sisting of members of nearly the same rank and charac- CHAP,

ter which composed the association of Scotland ; persons XXIV.

who, though many of them were well meaning friends to 1780

the protestant religion, were generally uninformed men, Protestant

and estimated popery by its former, not its modern state ; souety'and who were for applying towards papists that intolerant

spirit which constituted one of the worst qualities of

popery during the ages of ignorant credulity and clerical

usurpation. The members of this protestant club had

met, and declaimed, and wrote, and advertised, during

the whole winter, but attracted the attention of neither

ministers nor opposition. Had these humble associators

been left to themselves, their fanaticism might have eva

porated in harmless vanity, gratified by the distinction

which its lowly votaries acquired from seeing their names

in print, as members of committees for watching over

the interests of religion ; but the interference of a nobleman

in their meetings and resolutions, gave a very different

determination to their conduct. Lord George Gordon, Lord

younger brother of an illustrious family, was a youth of Gordon

ingenuity and volatile fancy, but little guided by prudence becomes

and sound judgment: wild and chimerical in his notions, siast

ungovernable in his passions, and excessive in dissipation, agam8t

he was peculiarly marked by eccentricity of conduct. To

such a character the extravagance of fanatical theology

was no less adapted than any other fanciful hypothesis to

dazzle his imagination, or impassioned enthusiasm to

inflame his heart. He was, besides, fond of distinction ;

in the house of commons his lively and desultory sarcasms

afforded relief to serious debate, but he was by no means

qualified for attaining eminence as a British senator.

Emulous rather than ambitious, if he acquired notoriety,

he little regarded either the means or the objects. In

Scotland he had taken an active share in the violence of

the former year, and had corresponded with the most noted

of the fanatical demagogues. In England, he intimated

to the protestant club his theological sympathy ; and

proud of a titled associate, these persons complimented

him with an offer of the president's chair. Behold lord j"',JtlofS"

George Gordon now the chief bulwark of the protestant the pro-

. . testant
faith against the approaches of antichrist ! He entered society.
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the more eagerly into the views of those reforming saints,

because he saw they confined themselves to theological

theory, without scrupulously inquiring into moral prac

tice ; and that if he displayed an ardent zeal against

popery, the president of the protestant association might

pursue his former course of life with as little restraint as

before his conversion.3 His dress, however, and outward

deportment, were formed entirely on the puritanical mo

del : with the fanatical populace he passed for a primitive

saint, and possessed an influence compounded of the

effects of his exalted rank, sanctimonious appearance, and

antipopish zeal. These causes combining with the natu

ral and habitual wildness of his irregular mind, produced

in the end of May propositions of a most inflammatory

nature, which were speedily adopted as resolutions by the

society. On Monday the 29th of May, a meeting was

held at coachmakers' hall, to consider the mode of pre

senting to the house of commons a petition against

Petition to popery. In a most furious speech, lord George endea-

ibr'thenf voured t0 persuade his hearers of the rapid and alarming

peal of the progress of the Romish doctrines; declared that the only

Uw.lant way t0 obstruct their progress, was by approaching parlia

ment with a firm and resolute tone, and demonstrating to

their representatives that they were determined to preserve

their religious freedom with their lives. He would him

self run all hazards with the people, when their conscience

and their country called them forth : he was not a luke

warm man : if they meant to spend their time in mock

debate and idle opposition, they must choose another

leader. A speech so perfectly coincident with the pas

sions and prepossessions of its hearers, was, received with

the loudest applause. The president moved a resolution,

that the whole protestant association should, on the fol

lowing Friday, meet in St. George's Fields, at ten o'clock,

and thence proceed to the house of commons. They

were to advance in four divisions, the protestants of the

city of London occupying the right wing, were to file off

a Mr. 'Wilkes, who had often Leen the companion of lord George's noc

turnal adventures, applied to him, after his regeneration, part of a latin epitaph

on Fleetwood Shepherd, another very zealous religionist of similar habits and

propensities : JVnfla meretrix displicirit, praeter Jlabyltmicam—Except the

harlot of Jiut;jlon, he was a friend to the whole sisterhood.

CHAP,

XXlV.

1780.



REIGN OF GEORGE III.

to London bridge, and to march through the city ; those ChAP.

of Southwark in the centre, were to take the route of v^>r^(,

Blackfriars ; the left wing belonging to Westminster 1780

wheeling to the left, were to cross Westminster bridge,

followed by the presbyterians from Scotland, who were to

cover the rear. The friends of the reformed religion

were to ascertain their attachment to the faith by blue

cockades, bearing the inscription No popery. These reso

lutions and dispositions might have alarmed men, who

considered the powerful operation of religious fury, and

the dreadful effects which it has so often produced; but

ministers appeared to apprehend no danger, and actually,

in the intervening days, adopted no measures for preventing

tumult.

On Friday the second of June, at the hour appointed, Amobsur-

about fifty thousand persons met in the fields, and thence parUament.

proceeded in the prescribed order to the house of com

mons ; having arrived at the avenues to both houses of

parliament, they insulted many of the members who were

proceeding to discharge their senatorial duty. Lord

George repeatedly came from the place which he held

as a senator, and harangued the populace, exhorting

them to persevere in urging their application, so as to

threaten the violation of a senator's privilege. Several Finn and

members expostulated with him on the outrages which o^Smb

his conduct was likely to produceb. The petition being legislature,

presented, was, after very little debate, rejected by a majori

ty of one hundred and ninety-two to six. In the evening

a mob burned the Romish chapels belonging to the Sardini

an and Bavarian ambassadors. On Saturday, the riots Dreadful

partly subsided. Sunday, the zealots again assembled to [^J,j"[,

disturb the tranquillity of their fellow-subjects, to violate

b Lord George still exhorted the mob to persist, and many feared that

the banditti would break into the house; whereupon a gallant veteran, belong

ing to as noble a family as lord George himself, and a member of parliament,

putting his band upon his sword, said, " Lord George, if one man of your

lawless followers enter our house, I shall consider rebellion as begun, and plunge

my sword into you as its leader and 'promoter." This resolute speech restrain

ed Ibe violence of Gordon, and is supposed to have contributed powerfully to

save the house from such audacious intrusion.*

* Of this fact I was informed many years ago, by a gentleman who was

present ; and often have heard it repeated by others. The officer was general

James Murray, uncle to the duke of Athol.
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CHAP, law, order, and justice. Directing their outrages against

^^J^^, Moorfields, where there were many catholics, they de-

1780 stroyed dwelling houses and chapels. On Monday the

rioters again assembled, and were joined by a multitude

of those profligate and disorderly wretches, whom folly

and vice, in the luxuries of a large and opulent city,

impel to supply by depredation the want of industry and

virtue. Lawless atrocity being now united to religious

frenzy, produced more extensive and pernicious opera

tions. They burnt the houses of protestants as well

as catholics, and added plunder to conflagration. A pro

clamation was issued, offering a reward of 500l. for the

discovery of the incendaries, who, the first evening of

the tumults, had set fire to the chapels of the ambassa

dors. Persons charged with this crime were sent to

Newgate, escorted by a party of guards ; and the soldiers

were insulted and abused by the insurgents for perform

ing their duty. On Tuesday, all the troops in town

were distributed to assist the civil powers in protecting

the lives and properties of their fellow-subjects, against

the frantic outrages of temporary insanity, joined to the

skilful and dexterous wickedness of habitual depravity.

But the precautions of ministers had been neither pro

portionate to the danger, nor adopted at the season when

the first appearance of tumult called for vigilance and

vigour. The military force was on that day inadequate

to its purposes, robbery and destruction rapidly increased.

Numerous After burning many private houses, the insurgents pro-

Sons!'Sr* ceeded to Newgate, set that building on fire, and by

releasing the prisoners, acquired a reinforcement of three

hundred ruffians, eager to promote, and ready to execute,

their projects of desperate villany. Instigated and assist

ed by this new band, they directed their attempts against

the magistrates who were most active in apprehending

felons and repressing crimes, and with peculiar exultation

they destroyed the house and eff ects of sir John Fielding.

Resolved to attack justice in every department, thev pro

ceeded from her operative instrument to her supreme and

wisest interpreter, and most vigilant guardian. Hastening

to Bloomsbury square, they attacked thti house of the

illustrious Mansfield, plundered and destroyed the valua-
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ble furniture, the constituents of accommodation and

ornament; pictures, statues, and sculpture, the monuments

of the attic elegance and taste which decorated genius

and philosophy : but they effected a more momentous and

irreparable mischief ; proceeding to the library, they de

stroyed not only the books, but the manuscripts. The

efforts of the highest talents, directed to the most impor

tant objects, with complete and comprehensive knowledge

of the science of jurisprudence, the laws of this country,

the details of cases varying so greatly in the manifold and

complicated engagements of social, civil, and commercial

life, in a great, powerful, and free people ; the judicial

and legislative wisdom of sixty years fell a sacrifice to the

ruffian violence of an hour. When the yell of savage fury

was heard approaching, lord Mansfield and his lady escaped

by a postern, sought and found an asylum from royal hos-

pitality.d On Wednesday, proceeding to Holborn, they Tremen-

set fire to two houses belonging to Mr. Langdale, an emi- Q'^|nespect

nent distiller, which contained immense quantities of burning

spirituous liquors ; here the conflagration was terrible. ""^P°'i*'

Different gangs now undertook and effected the demoli- Prisons

tion of the several prisons. All trade was at a stand, brokea
r open.

houses and shops were shut, dread and consternation

overspread the whole city. Wednesday evening, when

drawing to a close, presented a scene the most tremen

dous and dismal, apparently portending the speedy down

fall of the British metropolis, and the overthrow of the

British government. At the same instant was seen, flames

ascending and rolling in clouds from the king's bench and

fleet prisons, new bridewell, the toll gates on Blackfriars

bridge, houses in every quarter of the town, and especially

the combustion of distilled spirits in Holborn. The ap

proaching night was expected to bring destruction and

desolation, and thirty fires were now seen blazing at one

time in different quarters of the city ; men and women were

running from place to place, trying to secure their most

d Thej- passed the two following days at Buckingham bouse ; where the

sage, after so recent a view of the dreadful effects of unrestrained passion and

triumphant vice entertained his queen with reciting, from the imtructive incul

cations, elegant composition, and impressive eloquence of Blair, the charms of

wisdom and the happiness of virtue.

CHAP,

XXIV.

mo.
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valued effects, and to deposit in safety their helpless chil

dren. Now was heard the fell roar of savage ferocity,

now the reports of musketry, endeavouring by the last

resource of necessity, to repress rebellious fury, but

hitherto with little effect ; and every thing appeared to

menace universal anarchy and devastation. Attempts were

made on the repositories of national treasure. A banditti

of rioters made an effort to break into the pay office,

while the main body directed their attempt against the

bank, and a powerful detachment was sent off to coope

rate with the incendaries, by cutting the pipes of the new

river. But now the career of infatuation and anarchy

was destined to have an end.

The ministers were certainly too tardy in collecting

the armed force of the country, and thus suffered the insur

gents to incur heinous guilt, and perpetrate irremediable

and immense mischief. The chief municipal magistrate,

overwhelmed with the same terror that had seized the rest

of the inhabitants, brought no active or efficient civil force

to assist the military. Though ministers were tardy, yet

they were at length by necessity roused to vigour and ener

gy. They assembled the militia and regulars in sufficient

time to preserve the capital from conflagration, and the

kingdom from ruin. Until Wednesday evening the insur

gents had been paramount, and the soldiers unable to op

pose their outrages ; but they were now assembled in such

numbers and inspired with such resolution, as effectually

to resist, and afterwards to overpower the depredators

and anarchists. The three preceding days and nights had

been to the incendiaries seasons of unresisted victory:

this was a night of contest. The troops at length pre

vailed. The numbers killed in this conflict Were con

siderable : many indeed died of inebriation, especially

at the distillery of the unfortunate Mr. Langdale, from

whose vessels the liquor ran down the street, was taken

up by pail fulls, aud held to the mouths of the deluded

multitude. The soldiers had been so successful during

the night, and received such reinforcements, that on Thurs

day the inhabitants began to recover from their conster

nation. The riots, however, being by no means quelled,

the shops continued universally shut, and no business was
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transacted but at the bank. During this day, the soldiers CHAP,

were so active, that the insurgents were dispersed, and

did not attempt to rally at night; the following day Lon- )780

don appeared restored to order and tranquillitv, lord Ibbuh-cc-

George Gordon being apprehended by a warrant from the erf, af d

secretary of state, and committed to the Tower. Thus restored

ended the tumult of 1780.

In retracing this tremendous insurrection, this horrible

carnage and devastation, through the several causes, more

or less proximate, to the ultimate ; from military execu

tion to rebellious outrage ; English protestant association,

springing from Scottish association ; we find that the series '

originated in the well meant, but misguided zeal of a few

Scottish clergymen, who, contrary to the advice of the

ablest and wisest men of their order, agitated the subject

in the general assembly, and thereby excited a ferment

through the people. So cautiously ought men to investi

gate and appreciate objects, and to consider consequences

before they set in motion such a formidable engine as po

pular enthusiasm. Issuing from impassioned fanaticism,

this insurrection began, most fortunately for the country,

without any concerted plan. Had the bank and the pub

lic offices been the first objects of tumultuous fury, instead

of the houses of individuals, the chapels and the prisons,

there can be little doubt that they would have succeeded

in their attempt. To the lord mayor, government and Loud com-

many others imputed the progress of the riots to such a Pla,.nts

' i agamst the

pitch of atrocity. Very strong and pointed representations lord

from the secretary of state urged him to use every legal may°i--

exertion. These not having produced the desired effect,

were necessarily repeated in the form of remonstrances.

It was alleged, on the other hand, in defence of the ma

gistrate, that the provision of military force in the environs

of London was so little adequate to the exigency of the case,

as to render every effort of civil power unavailing. To

this defence it was replied, that the inefficiency of the civil

power could not be certainly pronounced, as it was not

actually tried ; and that since the soldiers by themselves

prevented the utter destruction of the capital, until the

arrival of sufficient troops from the country, if they had

been assisted by the municipal force, they might have

Vol. II. O o
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much sooner repressed the insurgents, and prevented a

great part of the mischief. Neither duty nor policy, it

was said, can justify the commander of a considerable

force, in the moment of threatened ruin to his coun

try, to withhold his eiforts, on a supposition that

they may not ultimately prevail. Both wisdom and

patriotism dictate resistance, as the only means of

success against the invaders of our law, liberty, and

property.

The effects produced by the riots on the public mind,

are not undeserving of historical notice. Before this pe

riod, an English mob was generally considered as a test of

the public opinion, an effusion of popular energy ; military

interference was reckoned dangerous, if not altogether

unconstitutional. This seemed to be the opinion of the

duke of Newcastle, when he kept a mob in pay, readv

trained and disciplined, to support the recent accession of

the house of Hanover, and to suppress tory tumults ; a

mode of conduct which had a more successful, or at least a

more popular effect, than recourse to military force. But

this conduct of the mob of 1780, destroyed the credit and

consequence of such a body; and the disturbance has been,

upon the whole, deemed fortunate for the internal peace

of the country, as it has taught government to oppose

the smallest beginnings of riot or popular commotion.

On the 6th day of June, during the insurrection, above

two hundred members of the house of commons had the

courage to attend their duty, in spite of the banditti that

occupied every avenue to the senate. They forced their

way through the mob, and having taken their places in

the house, unanimously passed spirited resolutions, becom

ing the dignity of legislators who disdained to succumb to

lawless outrage. The first was an assertion of their

own privileges ; the second, a motion for a committee to

inquire into the late and present outrages, and for the dis

covery of their authors, promoters, and abettors ; the third,

for a prosecution by the attorney general ; and the fourth,

an address to his majesty, for the reimbursement of the

foreign ministers, to the amount of the damages which they

had sustained by the rioters. They afterwards met on the

8th, but judged it expedient to adjourn to the 19th, that
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»rder might be completely restored ; and the house of lords CHAP,

adjourned to the same day.' At their next meeting, his ^^^^

majesty was pleased to come to parliament, in order to 178UL

exhibit to the legislature a general view of the measures

which had been employed during the recent suspension of

regular government. " The outrages," said the king,

" committed by the hands of desperate and abandoned

" men in various parts of this metropolis, having broke

" forth with violence into acts of felony and treason,

" had so far overborne all civil authority, and threatened

" so directly the immediate subversion of all legal power,

" the destruction-of all property, and the confusion of every

" order in the state, that I found myself obliged, by every

" tie of duty and affection to my people, to suppress in

" every part those rebellious insurrections, and to provide

*l for the public safety by the most effectual and immediate

*' application of the force intrusted to me by parliament.

" Though I trust it is not necessary, yet I think it right

*' at this time to renew to you my solemn assurances, that

" I have no other object but to make the laws of the realm,

" and the principles of our excellent constitution in church

" and state, the rule and measure of my conduct ; and I

" shall ever consider it as the first duty of my station, and

" the chief glory of my reign, to maintain and preserve the

" established religion of my kingdoms, and, as far as in me

" lies, to secure and perpetuate the rights and liberties ofmy

" people." All parties agreed in applauding their sove

reign's speech, and in voting a loyal address ; though some

members censured the tardiness with which ministers had

prepared for the defence of the metropolis. The follow

ing day, a committee of the whole house considered the

several petitions, praying for a repeal of the late bill, which

had been made the occasion of so much mischief. No

Tepeal was proposed upon those petitions ; no evil had

actually happened from the relaxation of the single penal

law which had been mitigated, and the consequences ap

prehended from it were considered as improbable and

visionary. The protestant association still continuing to

urge parliament to attend to their application, a bill was

brought in by way of compromise, to prevent Roman catho

lics from teaching protestants; a measure which was sup-
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CHAP, posed to be both conciliatory and innoxious, as very few

of that religion were teachers. The bill having passed the

1780. commons, was carried to the house of lords : several peers,

considering it a great indignity to parliament, and to that

house particularly, to pass a bill which carried all the ap

pearance of being forced upon them by outrage and threat,

opposed its inactment. At length, others being im

pressed with the same idea, it was set aside by the

usual expedient of fixing its farther consideration on

a day after the time when they knew parliament was

to be prorogued.

Supplies. The supplies for the service of the year 1780

amounted to 21,196,496l. The number of seamen em

ployed was eighty- five thousand, including marines, and

thirty-five thousand British troops, including invalids,

besides the forces abroad. No more than a million and

a half of the navy debt was discharged. The extraordi

nary expenses of the army amounted to 2,41 8, 805l. The

new taxes, which had been levied the two preceding vears

to pay the interest upon the money borrowed, were found

to be very inadequate to their object; recourse was there

fore had to the sinking fund to make good this failure.

To provide for these expenses, in addition to the usual

resources of land and malt, exchequer bills were renewed

to the same amount as the former year. The sinking

fund was to provide two millions and a half, twelve mil

lions were borrowed upon annuities, and 480,000l. raised

by a lottery. The annuity bore four per cent. interest,

and a farther annuity of ll. 16s. 3d. for every lOOl. for

the term of eight years, the subscribers to be entitled to

four lottery tickets for every thousand pounds subscribed,

on payment of ten pounds for each ticket. The addi

tional duties were, on malt, low wines, spirits, brandy,

and rum, wines of Portugal and France, and legacies;

on tea, coffee, and chocolate ; and on advertisements in

newspapers. All these taxes were levied from luxuries,

or benefits enjoyed by the persons taxed : but duties on

coals and on salt enhanced the price of necessaries, and

bore heavy on the poor, whom every wise financier en

deavours to press lightly. A vote of credit also for a

million was passed, in addition to these supplies. At the
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conclusion of the session, bis majesty, after having con- CHAP

sidered in his speech the war supplies and other usual

topics, spoke in the following terms, at once generally l780

descriptive of the duties of senators when retired to the Session

sphere of their respective influence, and appropriate to "SeB'the present time and situation : " My lords and gentle-

" men, let me earnestly recommend to you to assist me,

" by your influence and authority in your several coun-

" ties, as you have by your unanimous support in parlia-

" ment, in guarding the peace of the kingdom from future

" disturbances, and watching over the preservation of the

" public safety. Make my people sensible of the happi-

" ness they enjoy, and the distinguished advantages they

" derive from our excellent constitution in church

" and state. Warn them of the hazard of innovation,

" point out to them the fatal consequences of such com-

" motions as have lately been excited, and let it be your

" care to impress on their minds this important truth—

" that rebellious insurrections, to resist, or to reform the

" laws, must end either in the destruction of the persons

" who make the attempt, or in subversion of our free

" and happy constitution." Thus ended, on the 8th of Parii«-

July, a very long and important session ; and two months Jjj^

after the prorogation, parliament was dissolved.

IS
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War. with the French in India—siege and capture of Pon-

dicherry—confederacy against the British interest—war

with the Mahrattas—is concluded by the treaty at Poo-

nah.—Hyder Ally instigates and forms a combination

of native power against British India.—Warren Hast

ings—lofty genius—grand scheme for dissolving the

confederacy—preparations of Hyder Ally to invade the

Carnatic.—Europe.—Admiral Rodney—vindicates the

naval glory of England by a signal victory over the

Spanish feet—important effects of this battle—relieves

Gibraltar.—Spanish and French fleets do not attempt a

Junction.—Capture of the outward bound merchantmen

—admiralty severely blamed.'—America.—Expedition

against Charleston by sir Henry Clinton—strength of

that place, natural and artificial—siege—reduction—

the province of South Carolina yields to the British

arms.—Leaving the government of Carolina to lord

Cornwallis, Clinton returns to New York.'—Wise admin

istration of his lordship—obliged to take the feld

against general Gates.—battle of Camden—lord Raw-

don-*—victory of the king's troops.—Achievements of

Tarleton—of major Fergusson, that able and gallant

officer surprised and overpowered by numbers—death

and character.—Affairs at Nnv York—defection of

general Arnold—character, enterprise, and fate of

major Andre.—West Indies.—Rodney arrives—his skill

draws the enemy to battle—established mode of forming

the naval line—Rodney adopts a ncw plan of attack by

breaking the enemy's line—some captains miscon

ceiving his intention, disconcert the execution—the event

therefore indecisive—partial conflicts, but the enemy,

though much superior in number, will not venture a

close flght.—The enemy are disappointed in their chief

obje(ts of the campaign 1780.
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WHEN Britain and France quarrel, the con- CHAP,

tests of these two boldest, most enterprising, and ablest

of modern nations, affect the remotest regions of the mo

earth. Disputes springing on the neighbouring coasts of War with

the channel, tinge the distant Ganges with blood ; and the ;„ the East

pacific feebleness of eastern Asia mourns the warlike lnd,es-

energy of western Europe.

The English East India company, with a perspicacity

sharpened by private interest, had early penetrated into

the hostile intentions of France, and saw that the sem

blance of peace could not long be preserved, and that no

intermediate state, however coloured or disguised, could

be kept long free from all the consequences of war ; they

were aware that, long before any account of their pro

ceedings in the East could be received in Europe, these

consequences would take such effect as to afford a suffi

cient cover and sanction to their measures. Before the

commencement of the former war, the French had clan

destinely conveyed so great an army to the islands of

Mauritius and Bourbon, as to endanger the destruction of

the British interest in India. Such a force might soon

again be formed in those islands with equal privacy, and

passing to Pondicherry, might enter the company's do

minions so suddenly, as irresistibly to secure their posses

sions. Against so probable a danger, they immediately,

on the delivery of the French rescript, resolved on a bold

and decisive measure ; and numerous as their body was,

thev conducted their plan with such extraordinary secre

cy, that none entertained the smallest idea of the design,

until the effect was publicly disclosed by the accounts

from India. They proposed to undertake the siege of

Pondicherry, the principal possession of the French ; and

fortunately the instructions were conveyed with unusual

despatch to Madras. Major general Munro, early in

August 1778, advanced at the head of the company's

troops to the neighbourhood of Pondicherry. The naval

force of England in those seas was commanded by sir

Edward Vernon, and consisted of the Rippon of sixty

guns, the Coventry of twenty-eight, the Sea Horse of

twenty, the Cormorant sloop, and the Valentine East

Ifldiaman. This small force fearlessly adventured to
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CHAP, attack this strong city of the French. On the 10th of

y^-^-^, August they arrived at this station, and discovered a

1780. squadron, which was commanded by M. De Tronjolly, con

sisting of one ship of sixty-four guns, one of thirty six, one

of thirty-two, and two French India ships armed for war.

A very hot engagement ensued, and lasted above two hours,

when, on the approach of night, the French retreated. Ver

non expected that the admiral of the enemy, trusting to his

superior force, would renew the battle the next morning;

a contrary wind, however, and a northern current, drove

the British ships from their station in the middle of the

night, and they were not able to recover it until the 20th

of the month. Having regained sight of Pondicherry,

they perceived the French fleet in the road : an imme

diate engagement was now expected, and nothing was left

undone by the commodore, in order to close with the ene

my ; but the alternate failure and contrary direction of the

wind rendered all his efforts ineffectual: he trusted, how

ever, that a battle would certainly take place the following

morning. The French commander consulted the preser

vation of his ships more than the defence of the town,

and during the ni^ht abandoned Pondicherry; and so

expeditious was he in his means of escape, that his squa

dron were totally out of sight in the morning. The suc

cess of Vernon, and the departure of the French fleet,

facilitated the operations of the besiegers, and appeared

. to afford a certain prospect of success. On the 21st ofSiege and \ ' l

capture of August, the land forces invested the town and fortress,

fherry. while the fleet blockaded it by sea. Though the fort of

Pondicherry was dismantled on its restoration to the

French by the peace of Paris, yet fresh works had been

since raised ; but the chief strength consisted in the

valour and conduct of its governor, M. de Bellecombe,

and the courage of the garrison, who, nearly cut off from

every hope of succour, persevered to the last extremity

in a determined and gallant defence ; they were opposed,

however, by equal courage and military ability, with supe

rior numbers. On the 18th of September, the batteries

were opened, under the powerful fire of twenty-eight

pieces of heavv cannon, and twenty- seven mortars. The

' artillery of the besiegers soon gained an evident superio
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rity, and they were indefatigable in carrying on their ap- CHAP,

proaches ; but the activity and obstinate defence of the

garrison rendered caution necessary, and, with violent

rains which then frequently fell, could not fail of consi

derably retarding their works. Notwithstanding these

impediments, the siege was so far advanced by the middle

of October, as to render a general assault practicable; and

on the 17th, every thing was ready for beginning the

attack. Aware of the hopelessness of longer defence

against such force, and of the ruin in which an obstinate

and unfounded perseverance would involve his garrison

and the inhabitants, the French commander proposed a

capitulation, which was willingly accepted by the English

leaders. The victorious warriors, with the generosity of

British conquerors, bore the most ample and honourable

testimony to the gallantry of their enemy, and liberally

agreed to every requisition that did not interfere with the

public benefit or security. The garrison were allowed all

the honours of war; and, as a particular mark of atten

tion to M. de Bellecombe, the regiment of Pondicherry

was, at his request, allowed to keep their colours. A

numerous artillery became a prize to the victors ; all pub

lic property underwent the same fate, but whatever was

private was preserved to the owners. The company's

troops employed in this siege consisted of ten thousand

five hundred men, of whom fifteen hundred were Euro

peans ; the garrison of near three thousand, of whom

nine hundred were Europeans. The loss of the British

amounted to two hundred and twenty-four slain, and six

hundred and ninety-three wounded ; and of the garrison

to two hundred killed. Mr. Law, who had seen and

undergone so many changes of fortune in India, was

included in this capitulation, and again beheld the power

of his country annihilated in that quarter of the globe.

Thus commenced our efforts in British India, in the war

against the French.

While our enemy was defeated on the coast of Coro- Confede-

mandel, an extensive and powerful confederacy was form-aS,t ^

ed with our European antagonists by the native powers British in-

of Hindostan. From the decline of the Mogul empire,

the principal state of India within the Ganges, in popu-

VOL. II. P p
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CHAP, lation, valour, and resources, was the Mahrattas empire,

J^^' the original inhabitants of the mountains : hardened by

1790. their situation, and secured by their fastnesses and defiles,

this warlike nation had continued unsubdued by the suc

cessive conquerors of lowland India, and never submitted

to a Mahommedan yoke. Deriving a precarious subsis

tence from pasturage and hunting, these highlauders were

accustomed to supply their wants by depredations on the

agricultural and fertile country, and henceN acquired all the

enterprise and activity which result from an incursive and

predatory life. Though divided into a variety of tribes,

yet deeming themselves sprung from the same origin they

acknowledged one paramount superior to all their separate

chieftains, and had established a system of connexion and

dependence, not unlike the feudal gradations of Europe.

At their bead was Ram Rajah, the descendant of a cele

brated leader. In India, both Mahommedan and Gentoo,

the principal offices of state descend by inheritance, and

official influence, combining with hereditary power, fre

quently renders ministers very formidable rivals to their

sovereigns. A little before this time, Madur Row, the

prime minister, held the reins of government, which his

father having with his assistance seized, had at his death

left undivided to the son. Both the older and younger

usurpers, had exerted considerable ability, and acquired

distinguished popularity. This youth's uncle Raganaut

Row, treacherously procured his assassination, and being

obliged to fly his country, found shelter at Bombay.

The refuge afforded to the fugitive greatly incensed the

Mahrattas against the English. The presidency of Bom

bay concluded a treaty with Raganaut, by which they

engaged to place him in the official situation recently held

by his nephew, while he, on his part, stipulated the cession

of extensive territory to the company, and the British

from this inducement actually commenced a war.

War with By the treaty of 1760, Hyder Ally had stipulated

rattas; with the company reciprocal assistance, it either party

was attacked : he accordingly engaged in the war against

the Mahrattas; but when thus involved, he complained

that the presidency of Madras had not furnished him with

the promised succours. He indeed was reduced to great
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danger, from which having extricated himself with distin- CHAP,

guished ability, he concluded a peace with the Mahrattas ; XXV.

and was the more dissatisfied with the presidency of Ma- B8t

dras, as he imputed the failure of support, not to negli

gence but to design. He was aware of the extraordinary

influence which the nabob of Arcot possessed in the Eng

lish council, and not ignorant of the disposition of that

prince to embroil him and the company, and therefore

began to connect himself with the enemies of Britain. A '

desultory war was carried on between Bombay and the

Mahrattas until October 1 774,when three gentlemen arrived

in Bengal, who, by the act of 1773, were to be assessors in

council to the governor general : these were, general Cla-

vering, colonel Monson, and Philip Francis esquire ; and

their first act was to urge the presidency of Calcutta to

condemn the Mahratta war. The council complied, and

sent an ambassador to negotiate a peace : after a variety « eondu-^

of discussion, a treaty was concluded at Poonah, on the treatyofl6

13th of March, 1776. Poonato

The professed objects of the three new counsellors

were, peace with the country powers, along with an invio

lable observation of the public faith, and a strict attention

to justice in all transactions with the natives. The gov- Warren

ernor at this time was Warren Hastings, a man of lofty Hastlng*'

genius and acute understanding, of a very comprehensive

range, great in his designs, fertile in invention, dexterous

in plan, and firm, bold, and rapid in execution. The death

of colonel Monson in 1776, and of general Claveringin

1777, left Mr. Francis unsupported in council, and placed

Mr. Hastings in a majority. The governor general had

been outyoted in the question respecting the peace of Poo

nah, which was extremely disagreeable to the presidency

of Bombay. That body, knowing the resolution that had

taken place in the council at Calcutta, began to hope for

a revisal of the treaty, and the acquirement of much more

advantageous terms. The governor general appeared not

unwilling to second their wishes : but a variety of complica

ted considerations produced from Hastings a much gran

der scheme of policy, and a more extensive system of

measures, than the council of Bombay had expected, or

even conceived. Ryder Ally, ever since his late peace
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with the Mahrattas, had sought the closest connexion

with that nation, and by his great political abilities, as

well as his high personal character, had acquired powerful

influence in their counsels. He had also, with singular

zeal, assiduity, and success, paid court to the subah of the

Dccan : after the Mahrattas and Mysore, the chief native

powers in the hither Peninsula, a negotiation was also

opened between France, and both Mysore and the Mah

rattas. Informed of all these circumstances, and from

situation and conduct inferring design, Hastings enter

tained no doubt that a confederacy was projected against

British India : though its specific object might not be

hitherto defined, nor its extent ascertained, he had most

probable grounds for concluding that a hostile combination

was formed against those interests, with the advancement

of which he principally was intrusted. He conceived it

his duty to employ anticipatory measures, and began with

a scheme worthy of his towering genius. As the Mahrat-

ta nation would be the most formidable member of the

hostile league, he conceived the project of wresting the

government of that country from the hands that now held

it, and bestowing it on a sovereign, dependent on himself.

The deposed Ram Rajah being dead without heirs, one

of the pretenders to the Mahratta throne was Moodajee

Boosla the rajah of Berer, a considerable principality in

the eastern part of the Mahratta empire, and near the

British territories. This prince was on amicable terms

with the presidency of Calcutta, and at variance with the

Nizam and Hyder Ally, its apprehended enemies : he had

a great army, unimpaired by war. Raganaut was promised

the place of prime minister, when the rajah should be ele

vated to the throne ; and having a considerable number of

partisans in his country, was esteemed an important aux

iliary. Meanwhile the presidency of Bombay having pro

posed conditions to the Mahrattas which they would not

admit, declared that the treaty of Poonah was violated,

and no longer binding on the company. An expedition

being undertaken from Bombay, proved unsuccessful by

the treachery of Raganaut, and a treaty was concluded at

Wargaum, between the presidency of Bombay and the

Mahrattas. Meanwhile preparations were making for
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elevating the rajah of Berar to the throne; but at last this CHAP,

prince himself refused to have any concern in the under- ^^^^

taking, and was gained over by Hyder Ally to take a part 178q

in the confederacy against the English. In 1779, a formal

league was concluded between the four chief native powers

against England ; and to this the inferior princes soon

afterwards acceded. From Delhi to cape Comorin, from

the Indus to the coast of Coromandel, all except Arcot

was hostile to the English name. The first object of attack Prepanh

was the Carnatic, which expedition Hyder Ally undertook Hyder AH.

to conduct ; but as military operations did not begin till ^de the

the latter end of the year 1780, not to break the unity of Caraatie.

that portion of history, I must reserve the narrative of those

transactions until I can carry them to a more advanced

period.

The naval campaign of 1780 opened honourably and Europe,

advantageously for Britain. Gibraltar having been closely

blockaded by the Spaniards, the relief of that important

fortress was intrusted to admiral Rodney, an officer highly Admimd

distinguished for intrepidity, nautical skill, and naval con- Rodney

duct : in his plans and execution he eminently displayed

a boldness of adventure, that befitted a leader of Britons,

who neither feared the dangers of the sea nor the enemy,

and introduced a system of tactics the best suited to the

men he had to command. Having sailed at mid-winter,

he had been but a short time at sea when he fell in with a

considerable convoy, bound from St. Sebastian to Cadiz,

consisting of fifteen merchant ships, guarded by a sixty-

four gun ship, four frigates, and two sloops : the whole

fleet was taken. The ship of war, and some trading ves

sels laden with bale goods and naval stores, he sent to Eng

land ; the rest, whose cargoes were flour, he took with him to

Gibraltar. Proceeding in his voyage, on the 15th of Ja

nuary, he descried, off cape St. Vincents a Spanish squadron

of eleven ships of the line, under the command of don Juan

de Langara. The wind blowing towards the shore, the

British admiral, on perceiving the enemy, immediately kept

to leeward in order to prevent them from escaping into their

ports, favoured by the shortness of the day. The Span

iards in vain endeavoured to avoid a conflict. About four

o'clock in the afternoon the English fire commencing with
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CHAP, the usual energy and rapidity, was returned with spirit and

yj^!^, resolution by the Spaniards. The battle was obstinately

1780. fought: the night soon arriving, was dark, tempestuous,

and dismal, and its aspect was rendered more terrible to

the British fleet, from being involved among the shoals of

St. Lucar, in endeavouring to intercept the enemy from

attaining the shore : but these difficulties and dangers only

stimulated their courage, and invigorated their efforts. The

^ndlcates Spanish ship St. Domingo of seventy guns, with six hun-

giory of dred men blew up, and all on board perished. The English

byaslgiial man of war v,lt^1 which she was engaged, narrowly escaped

victory a similar fate. The action and pursuit continued with a

Spanish constant fire until two o'clock in the morning, when the

fleet. headmost of the enemy's line struck to the admiral.

The Spanish admiral's ship, the Phoenix of eightv

guns, with three of seventy, were taken and carried safely

into port ; the St. Julian of seventy guns, commanded by

the Marquis de Medina, was taken, the officers shifted,

and a lieutenant, with seventy British seamen, put on

board ; but by her running on shore, the victors experi

enced the caprice of war, by becoming themselves prison

ers. Another ship of the same force was afterwards run

upon the breakers, and totally lost ; two more escaped

greatly damaged, and two less injured were sent into

Cadiz. Such was the final disposal of the whole Spanish

squadron. Notwithstanding the inferiority of, the enemy

in point of force, yet, as the British admiral had to

encounter a boisterous ocean, during the storms of mid

winter, and gloomy darkness, with the additional danger

of a lee shore, few actions have required a higher degree of

intrepidity, more consummate naval skill, or greater dex

terity of seamanship.

cffectfot'4 This was a very important victory; besides the great

this battle, damage sustained by the enemy, six ships of the line were

added to the royal navy of England ; and the value of

other prizes, in a public view, was greatly enhanced by

the nature of their cargoes, the critical season in which

they were taken, and the essential service to which they

Gibraltar, were applied. The victorious admiral proceeded to Gib

raltar, furnished the garrison with necessary supplies, sent

also stores and provisions to Minorca, and with part of
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his fleet set sail for the West Indies ; the rest returned CHAP.

with the Spanish prizes to England, under admiral Digby, xxv-

who in his way captured a French ship of sixty-four

guns, one of a convoy to a fleet of transports destined for

Mauritius. The success of admiral Rodney caused great

joy in the nation, for some time disused to tidings of

victory : besides the signal advantage obtained^ they con

sidered it as the general restoration of naval supremacy ;

and the discomfiture of the Spanish fleet off St. Vincents,

had a powerful effect on the operations in other scenes of

naval hostility.

Sir Charles Hardy having died in May, the com

mand of the channel fleet was bestowed on admiral Geary,

who sailed in the beginning of June. The enemy did not

attempt to face our armament, but left their trade exposed

to the British cruisers. In the beginning of July, the

admiral fell in with a rich fleet of merchantmen from

St. Domingo, and took twelve of the number ; the rest

escaped through a thick fog. After cruising for several

weeks longer that commander returned into harbour,

resigned the command, and was succeeded by admiral

Darby. Meanwhile the British commerce received a Capture of

severe blow : an outward-bound fleet of merchantmen for *8e,.("ut.

the East and West Indies sailed from Portsmouth, under bound mer-

the convoy of captain Moutray of the Ramillies, and three

frigates. The Spanish fleet, joined by a squadron of

French, was cruising off the coast of Spain and Portugal,

without venturing to the northward of cape Finisterre.

The convoy included, besides the merchantmen, eighteen

victuallers, storeships, and transports, destined for the

service of the West Indies. One of these was of particu

lar importance, being laden with tents and camp equipage

for the troops that were designed for active service in the

Leeward-Islands : the five Indiamen likewise, besides arms,

ammunition, and a train of artillery, conveyed a large

quantity of naval stores for the supply of the British

squadron in the east. The convoy took a course much

nearer the enemy's coast than was usual, or at least expe

dient. On the 9th of August it met with the enemy's fleet,

and most of the merchantmen were captured. This

oss caused great dejection among commercial men, and
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increased the dissatisfaction which had before prevailed

against ministry. It was alleged by the friends of ad

ministration, that the convoy had pursued that track in

• order to accommodate the merchants and the East India

company, who were taking in wines at Madeira : but it

was replied, that the accommodation of the merchants was

not a sufficient reason for touching at that island, with such

danger of interception ; that a course so near the enemy's

coast was not necessary in order to steer to Madeira : and

that if so easterly a track had been unavoidable, the convoy

of such an immense property ought, instead of a single man

of war and three frigates, to have been the whole channel

fleet. Admiral Darby having been detained by contrary

winds at Torbay, put to sea about the middle of September,

and steered to the coast of Spain. Count de Guichen was

ordered with a squadron to reinforce the fleet in the West

Indies, but finding his ships in a very indifferent condition,

and being informed that the English fleet had sailed, he

resolved for safety to join the combined armament off

Cadiz. The French fleet, commanded by D'Estaing, being

thus reinforced, consisted of thirty-six sail of the line,

which undertook to conduct the West India convoy to the

ports of France. Don Louis de Cordova, the Spanish

admiral, accompanied the French as far as cape Finisterre.

After their separation from the Spaniards, the French fleet

descried admiral Darby, on the 7th of November, with

twenty-two ships of the line, and two ships of fifty guns.

D'Estaing, notwithstanding the great superiority of his

numbers, being incumbered by the convoy, and aware of

the bad condition of his ships, did not choose to hazard an

engagement. Darby, on the other hand, observing the

vast superiority of number on the side of the enemy, did not

think it expedient to venture it battle. Ministers conceived

that in the relative circumstances the most decisive advan

tages must have ensued, and without imputing any blame

to the admiral, expressed their regret that he had not

attacked the enemy. Darby, in the end of November,

returned into port.

The campaign both in America and the West Indies

was much more active and important than in Europe. In

the former year, the arrival of D'Estaing with the French
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force on the American coast had turned the attention of CHAP,

sir Henry Clinton chiefly to defence ; but the defeat and xxv.

departure of that enemy, with the brilliant achievements and 1780

important successes of British detachments, encouraged

him to hope for proportionate advantage from a com

prehensive scheme of offensive operations to be carried on

by his main army. He accordingly, in the close of 1779,

made dispositions for invading South Carolina and besieg

ing Charleston : with this view, leaving general Knyp-

hausen to command at New York, he, on the 26th of

December, sailed from Sandy hook, escorted by admiral

Arbuthnot, and directed his course to Savannah ; where,

from the stormy season, he did not arrive until the end of

January. The ships being considerably damaged, he

deferred his expedition for about twelve days, that they

might be refitted.

Charleston, the capital of South Carolina, is Expedition

situated between the rivers Ashley and Cooper to the Ctariea-

north and south, with a harbour formed by the conflux of Henry8""

those streams, and an inlet of the sea to the east ; com- Clinton,

municating to the west with the main land by an isthmus

between the two rivers, called Charleston Neck, by which

only the town can be approached by land. To these StrengtUot

natural constituents of security, art and skill were not want- natUra! and

ing. The fortifications had been considerably strengthened artificial,

in 1776, to oppose sir Peter Parker : but chiefly on the

side next the sea, whence the attacks had been directed.

The Americans, being now informed of the movements

and force of the British arms, and aware that the town

would be attempted on the side of the land, comprehended

that quarter in their scheme of defence. They constructed

a chain of redoubts, lines, and batteries, extending from

Ashley to Cooper river, upon which were mounted upwards

of eighty pieces of cannon and mortars. In front of the

lines a canal had been dug, which was filled with water,

and from the dam at both ends a swamp oozed to each

river, forming natural impediments where the artificial

terminated. Behind these were two rows of abbattis, some

other obstructions, and immediately in front of the works

a double picketed ditch. The fortifications on the right

and left were not only strong, but advanced so far beyond

Vol. II. Q q
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xxv. almost from one end to the other. In the centre there

^^*m> was a hornwork of masonry, which being closed during

the siege, became a citadel.

Such were the defences of Charleston, on the only.

side on which it could be approached by land ; and towards

the water, numerous batteries covered with artillery for

bade the approach of ships. But besides the security

which Charleston derived from its numerous batteries, it

was still more effectually protected by the bar or sand

bank at the mouth of the inlet from the sea. This bar,

impassable by the larger ships of war, rendered the entry

of others difficult and dangerous ; and just within it, a

five fathom hole, of a sufficient depth of water, furnished

a convenient station for a squadron to command the bar,

and further obstruct the besiegers. This station was

occupied by the American commodore Whipple, with a

squadron of nine sail under his command, the largest car

rying forty-four, and the smallest sixteen guns. After

the perils and difficulties of the bar were surmounted,

before a fleet could reach Charleston, fort Moultrie upon

Sullivan's island was to be passed, the fire from which

had, on a former occasion, proved so destructive to a

British squadron ; and since that period, the works had

been considerably strengthened and enlarged. General

Lincoln trusting to those defences, and at the same time

expecting large reinforcements from the other .colonies,

shut himseJf up in Charleston at the earnest request of

the inhabitants ; and with the force under his command,

amounting to seven thousand men of all denominations

under arms, resolved to defend it to the last extremity.

On the 1 1th of February the fleet sailed, and took pos

session without opposition of the islands of St. John and

of James to the southward of Charleston harbour, while

the army advanced across the country to the bank of

Ashley river. Being at great pains to fortify posts, and

preserve his communication with the sea, Clinton did not

attempt to pass the Ashley until the 29th of March. This,

operation, in itself very difficult, was effected with expe

dition and success, through the skill and activity of captain

Keith Elphinstone, who conduced the passage of the
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troops with distinguished address and ability, Having CHAP,

disembarked on the northern shore of Ashley, the army ^^^^

the following day encamped in front of the American line ; ,780

and on the 1st of April, began to break ground before

Charleston, at the distance of eight hundred yards from ton.

the provincial works. Meanwhile the British fleet

approached the bar, in order to second the operations of

the army. For this purpose admiral Arbuthnot shifted

his flag from the Europa of the line, to the Roebuck of

forty-four guns, which, with the Renown and Ramillies,

were lightened of their guns, provisions, and water ; the

lighter frigates being capable of passing the bar without

such preparation. Yet so difficult was the task in any

state, that they lay in that situation, exposed on an open

coast in the winter season to the danger of the seas and

to the insults of the enemy, for above a fortnight before

a proper opportunity offered : the bar was, however, passed

on the 20th of March, without loss.

The American commodore retired to Charleston;

the British ships emhraced the first opportunity for pass

ing fort Moultrie on Sullivan's Island, and notwithstand

ing a severe and impetuous fire, made good the way. Still

the Americans had preserved the command of the Cooper

river. General Clinton having now ascertained the co

operation of the fleet, and completed his first parallel,

before he opened his batteries sent a summons to the

American general to surrender. Lincoln, trusting to the

strength of the place, and to the supplies and reinforce

ments, which he might still receive by the Cooper, refused

to yield ; and to render the entrance of that river imprac

ticable, ordered a chain of vessels to be sunk across its

mouth. On the 9th of April, the British batteries opened,

with visible effect. Meanwhile a force was detached under

lord Cornwallis, in order to possess the other side of the

Cooper river ; and his lordship, assisted by the enterpri

sing activity of colonels Webster and Tarleton, and major

Fergusson, soon cut off all communication between the

garrison of Charleston and any part of the country.

Completely invested, the Americans offered conditions of

capitulation ; which being much too favourable for the pre

sent state, were instantly rejected by the British com-
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CHAP, mander. Major Moncrieff, who had gained so much

^^^^ honour in the defence of Savannah, acquired no less

1780. applause from the very superior and masterly manner in

which he conducted the offensive operations of the siege.

The second parallel was completed on the 19th of April,

and the third on the 6th of May. The last of these had

been pushed so near to the provincial works, as to be close

to the canal ; and the canal, for a considerable part of its

extent, was quickly drained of its water. On the same

day, colonel Tarleton attacked and defeated another body

of cavalry, which the enemy had with infinite difficulty

collected together. The admiral, who had constantly

pressed and annoyed the enemy, received information which

induced him to attack fort Moultrie on Sullivan's Island :

he therefore despatched captain Hudson of the navy, with

two hundred seamen and marines, to attack the fort by

land, while he with the ships should batter it by water ;

but before the battery was opened, the garrison surrender

ed. After this advantage, general Clinton, wishing to

preserve Charleston from the dreadful effects of a cap

ture by storm, again urged the American general by capitu

lation to avert destruction ; but the provincials not being

sufficiently humbled by their misfortunes, still refused to

comply. The hostilities were recommenced : the batte

ries on the third parallel were then opened, and so great a

superiority of fire obtained, that the besiegers were enabled

to gain the counterscarps of the outwork which flanked

the canal : this they likewise passed, and then pushed on

their works directly towards the ditch. General Lincoln

and the inhabitants, seeing that farther resistance would be

ineffectual, offered to surrender. The British command

ers were not disposed to press to unconditional submission,

an enemy whom they wished to conciliate by clemency ;

they therefore granted now the same conditions which

they had before offered, and the capitulation was accord-

Charfcstnn ingly signed. The garrison was allowed some of the

reduced. honours of war, but neither to uncase their colours, nor

beat a British march on their drums. The continental

troops and seamen Were to keep their baggage, and remain

prisoners of war until they were exchanged. The militia

were permitted to return la their respective houses, as
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prisoners on parole ; and while they adhered to their" CHAP,

engagement, were not to be molested by the British troops : xxv •

and the citizens were allowed the same terms as the mili- 1780(

tia. The loss of the royalists at the siege of Charleston

amounted to seventy-six killed, and one hundred and eighty-

nine wounded. Of the garrison, the number of the killed

and wounded was smaller. The prisoners were, the deputy

governor and the council of the province, seven general

officers, a commodore, ten continental regiments, but

much reduced, three battallions of artillery, with town and

country militia, amounting to more than five thousand

men ; to whom must be added about one thousand Ame

rican and French seamen, and near four hundred pieces

of ordnance, with a considerable quantity of stores. The

commander in chief bestowed the highest encomiums on

the officers and privates in the various departments of ser

vice. The officers most particularly specified were, earl

Cornwallis, major generals Leslie, Hayne, and Kospotch,

and brigadier general Patterson ; lieutenant colonels Web

ster and Tarleton, major Fergusson, and major Moncrieff

of the engineers in the land service j and captain Keith

Elphinstone in the navy.

In the sanguine hopes that spring from unusual sue- The pro

cess, sir Henry Clinton considered the reduction, of south Ca.

Charleston as the completion of the conquest of South r°v'™t

Carolina, and a prelude to the speedy recovery of the the Bri-

southern colonies. He expected, indeed, that the provin- tishar<>ls,

cials themselves would now effectually cooperate in the

reestablishment of their former connexion with the mother

country. Great numbers flocked to Charleston from all

parts of Carolina, to pay their court to the conquerors,

and offer their services in support of his majesty's govern

ment. The general, with exulting joy, transmitted to the

American minister these professions, and attributed to the

affection of loyalty, what penetration might have disco

vered, and experience soon ascertained to be, in most in

stances, the dissimulation of policy, or the extorted

homage of fear. Confident that his projects could be ac

complished by a part of his army, he left a division for

that purpose under lord Cornwallis, and returned with the

rest to New York. Before Clinton's departure, Corn-
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CHAP, wallis had been employed to drive out of the province a

^^^^ body of continental troops under colonel Burford, who

,780 arriving too late to throw succours into Charlestown, had

Leaving posted himself on the northern banks of the Santee. Here

veruraent being joined by those of the American cavalry who had

to{orJ)Una survlv'e^ their last defeat by Tarleton, he made a show of

Comwal- opposition to the British interest, and endeavoured to keep

returns to alive the expiring hopes of the provincials. On the 18th

New York. Df May earl Cornwallis began the pursuit, and on the 1st

of June he overtook the enemy, and gained a complete

victory. Of the Americans one hundred and thirteen

were killed, and two hundred and three taken prisoners,

of whom one hundred and fifty were wounded : Burford

mads his escape on horseback.

The American force being entirely driven from South

Wise ad- Carolina, his lordship directed his attention to the inter-

Son'ofhU nal administration of the province; while he was also

lordship, making dispositions for marching into North Carolina, as:

soon as the heat should be abated, and the harvest being

finished should enable him to form magazines for subsist

ing his troops. He established a board of police for the

administration of justice, until the state of the province

should admit of the regular reestablishment of its former

civil government. He made commercial arrangements for

permitting the inhabitants to export the produce of their

country, enrolled the militia for assisting in defending the

colony, and brought the country to a state of tranquillity

and order ; but these pleasing appearances had no long

duration. Of the persons attached to the American cause,

who since the capture of Charleston had submitted to

the British government, either by taking the oath of alle

giance, or obtaining a parole, some were influenced by the

ruinous appearance of American affairs, the despair of

ultimate success, and a wish to save the remains of their

property that had escaped the ravages and devastations of

war ; and others were determined by the fear of punish

ment. The congress and Washington, well acquainted

with the fallacy of the loyal professions, and with the real

dispositions of a great majority in South Carolina, resol

ved to send a detachment of the grand army to their

assistance. The exertions of Virginia and North Caro
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lina greatly increased the destined force ; and general CHAP,

Gates with a considerable army advanced to the southern XXv-

proviflces. ,780

Informed that the American general was marching He is ob-

towards Camden, lord Cornwallis was compelled to leave take the

the civil arrangements, in which he had been so meritori- fieli? .

° . - against ge-

ously and beneficially engaged, and to resume military neral

operations. On the 10th of August he set out, with fif- Gates-

teen hundred regular troops and five hundred militia j on

his march he was informed that Gates with near six thou

sand men had already entered the province. On the 15th,

the armies came in sight of each other at Camden : both

generals ordered their troops to halt and form ; but it be

ing very late in the evening, they did not engage till the

next morning. Lord Cornwallis was posted on ground

part- llarly advantageous to inferior numbers ; a swamp

on h side secured his army from being flanked, and

nar. ^wed the ground in front, so as to render the whole

multitude of the enemy unable to act. At the dawn of Battle of

the 16th, he made his last disposition far battle. His front

line was drawn up in two divisions, of which the right

was commanded by colonel Webster, and the left was

headed by lord Rawdon.e A second line was formed for

a reserve, and in the rear the cavalry were disposed, being

read)- either to charge or pursue, as circumstances might

require. The artillery was divided between the two lines,

to second and support their respective efforts: the Ameri

cans formed their troops also into two lines. The opposite

armies being thus marshalled, colonel Webster and lord

Rawdon began the charge with such impetuosity as quickly

to throw the provincial line into confusidn ; rallying, how

ever, they made a very gallant resistance, and the second Victory of

British line advancing, the enemy were entirely broken, t^p"'i811

and the cavalry completed their route.

e This young nobleman, the eldest son of the earl of Moira, who posses

sed the advantages of high birth and ample fortune, accomplishments to grace

llie court, abilities to inform the cabinet, to convince and delight the senate, with

taste and learning to charm and instruct the polished and literary circles of the

metroPolis, or to enjoy the calm recesses of rural life ; when his country"s cause

was at stake, sacrificed ease, however elegant, refined, or rationally employed,

to the generous love of glory, and the imperious duties of patriotism : combined

geuius and heroism soon raised him to high command.
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XXV.

1780.

Achieve

ments of

colonel

Tarleton.

The judgment of the general in planning, his promp

titude in executing, antl his coolness and self-possession

during the whole of the engagement, were the themes of

universal admiration and applause. The victory was de

cisive ; the broken and scattered enemy were pursued as

far as Hanging Rock, about twenty miles from the field of

battle ; all their artillery, amounting to seven or eight

brass fieldpieces, with two thousand stand of arms, and

their military wagons, were taken ; about nine hundred

were killed, and a thousand captured ; the general baron

de Kail, second in command, was mortally wounded and

made prisoner. Lord Cornwallis had no sooner over

thrown the enemy, than he prepared to render his success

as beneficial as possible to the cause. Sumpter, an Ame

rican general, had annoyed the royalists, by cutting off or

capturing detached parties, and intercepting convoys.

The British commander, with great prudence, resolved,

before he pursued his victory by marching into North

Carolina, to rid the southern province of this troublesome

enemy ; he accordingly, on the very evening of the battle

of Camden, gave directions to that gallant and enterpris

ing officer colonel Tarleton, to attempt the interception of

Sumpter. The American commander, as soon as he

heard of the fate of his countrymen, retreated with great

despatch, and having proceeded so far as to apprehend, no

dange rof being overtaken, he halted to refresh his fatigued

troops. Tarleton having received his general's orders,

executed them with the utmost quickness : on the lOth of

August he came up with the Americans, and before they

had time to assemble, entered their camp, and cut them

off from their arms and artillery. Being thus surprised,

the provincials were all killed, taken, or dispersed, and

the whole of their stores, ammunition, baggage, artillery,

and one thousand stand of arms, fell into the hands of

the conquerors. ,

The discomfiture of general Gates's army, and the

defeat and dispersion of Sumpter's corps so soon after,

crushed the provincial force in the south : lord Cornwallis

now waited only for supplies from Charleston, before he

proceeded to North Carolina. Until provisions for the

army arrived, he resumed the consideration of civil affairs.
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Finding that many of the Americans, after swearing CHAP,

allegiance to the British government, on the approach of

Gates had revolted, he thought it prudent and necessary ,780

to restrain perfidy, and prevent future defection, by whole

some severity towards the most active and forward in

treachery and violation of their oaths. The estates of all

who after having professed obedience to Great Britain

had joined the enemy, were sequestered ; but in this con

fiscation, separating their innocent families from the traitor* -ous delinquents, hej allowed from the property a liberal

proportion for the maintenance of their wives and chil

dren. Instant death was denounced against those who,

after having taken protections from the British govern

ment should be found in arms for the Americans. Ort

the 8th of September, his lordship marched towards North

Carolina, and as he passed through the most populous and

hostile parts of the province, he sent colonel Tarleton and

major Fergusson to scour the country to his right and left.

Having arrived at Charlotteburgh, and judging that pldce

from its intermediate position between Camden and Salis'-

bury, a favourable situation for farther advances, he pre

pared to establish a post.

While he was making the proper dispositions for

this purpose, the commanders of his detachments were

proceeding in their respective expeditions. Of these the

most signal in its efforts, though fatal in its event, was

the last enterprise of the gallant and meritorious Fergus- Accountof

son. This gentleman had already displayed that combi- major Fer-

nation of intrepid heroism, inventive genius, and sound

judgment, which constitute the valiant soldier and the able

commander. The son, of an eminent Scottish judge/ and

nephew of a nobleman* of great literary talents, he sought

fame by a different direction of equally vigorous and bril

liant powers. In early youth he entered the army, and

while a subaltern of eighteen, in the German war was

distinguished by a courage as cool as it was determined,

his principal object being to become beneficial by profes-

f James Kergiisson of I'itfonr, lord of session and justiciary

g Patrick Murray, lord Klibauk, deenmd by Robertson, Fergusson,

Home, and coteinpoiary sages, in genius <»ud erudition equal to the authors of

the Scottish Augustan age.

Vol. XI. R r
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CHAP, sional skill and effort. The interval of peace be employed,

^J^Z^ by improving himself in military knowledge and science.

1780. When the disputes between Britain and her colonies was

verging to a civil war, the boasted skill of the Americans

in the use of the rifle was exhibited as an object of terror

to the British troops. These rumours operated on the

genius of Fergusson, and his invention produced a new

species of thf rifle, which he could load at the breech with

out using the rammer, or turning the muzzle away from

the enemy, and with such quickness of repetition as to fire

seven times in a minute. The riflemen might meanwhile

be prostrate on the ground, and protected from the shot of

the emmy by the smallest eminence, either natural or

artificial. Fergusson displayed his contrivance to the sa

tisfaction of lord Townshend, master of the ordnance,

and other military men. When the war commenced, his

regiment not being ordered for warlike service, he was ex

tremely anxious to be actively employed for his king and

country. He was accordingly introduced to the com

mander in chief, and appointed to command a corps draft

ed from regular regiments, and to discipline them for the

practice of his new invention. At the battle of Brandy-

wine he presented the first specimen of the use of his

riflemen,1i and obtained great praise for his skill and suc

cessful efforts. In the following year, he was employed

in several of the detached expeditions, which unimpor

tant as they proved in result, yet as we have seen called

forth a great degree of British valour and ability; and

particularly distinguished himself in the incursive war on

the North River, in 1 779. Fergusson being engaged in the

expedition to Charleston, was of very signal importance to

the besieging army, and is mentioned with great praises

by sir Henry Clinton.i Af ter the reduction of that place,

when Cornwallis was attempting by justice and mildness

to restore harmony between the province and the mother

country, he called for the assistance of Fergusson. To

the. valour, enterprise, and invention which were so im

portant in war, Fergusson was known to add the benignant

dispositions and conciliating manners which generate good

h See account of the battle of Brandywinc, this volume, chap. xix.

i See this volume, p. 23'J.
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will and cement friendship in situations of peace. Among CHAP,

the propositions of Cornwallis for the security and tran- ^^^^

quillity of the recovered colony, one scheme was to arm 1780

the well affected for their own defence. Fergusson, now

a lieutenant colonel in America, was intrusted with the

charge of marshalling the militia throughout a wide ex

tent of country. Under his direction and conduct a mi

litia at once numerous and select was enrolled and disci

plined. One of the great tests of clearness and vigour

of understanding, is ready classification, either of things

or men, according to the qualities which they possess and

the purposes that they are fitted or intended to answer.

Fergusson exercised his genius in devising a summary of

the ordinary tactics and manual exercises, for the use of

the militia : he had them divided in every district into

two classes ; one, of the young men, the single and un

married, who should be ready to join the king's troops to

repel any enemy that infested the province ; another, of

the aged and heads of families, who should be ready to

unite in defending their own towns, ships, habitations, and

farms. In this progress among them, he soon gained

their confidence, by the attention which he paid to the in

terests of the well affected, and even by his humanity to

the families of those who were in arms against him.

" We came not," he said, " to make war on women and

" children ;" and gave them money to relieve their dis

tresses. The movements of the Americans having com

pelled Cornwallis to proceed with great caution in his

northern expedition, the genius and rapid efforts of Fer

gusson were required for protecting and facilitating the

march of the army, and a plan of collateral operations was

devised for that purpose. In the execution of their

schemes, he had advanced as far as Ninety-six, about two

hundred miles from Charleston ; and with his usual

vigour and success was acting against different bodies ofthe

colonists that still disputed the possession of the country,

when intelligence arrived from colonel Brown, commander iof the king's forces in Upper Georgia, that a corps of

rebels under colonel Clarke had made an attempt upon

Augusta, and being repulsed was retreating by the back

settlements of Carolina. To this information colonel .
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CHAP, Brown added, that he himself meant to hang on the rear

J^^s of the enemy, and that if Fergusson would cut across his

1780. route, he might be intercepted, and his party dispersed.

This service seemed to be perfectly consistent with the

purpose of his expedition, and did not give time to wait for

fresh orders from lord Cornwallis ; Fergusson yielded to

his usual ardour, and pushed with his detachment, com

posed of a few regulars and militia, into Tryon county.

In the mean time, numerous bodies of back settlers west

of the Allegany mountains were in arms, some of them

intending to seize upon the presents intended for the

Creek and Cherokee Indians, which they understood were

but slightly guarded at Augusta ; others had assembled,

upon the alarm of enemies likely to visit them from South

Carolina. These meeting with colonel Clarke, secured

his retreat, and made it expedient for Brown to desist

from his pursuit, and return to his station at Augusta;

while Fergusson, having no intelligence of Brown's re

treat, still continued the march, which was undertaken at

his request. As he was continuing his route, a nume

rous, fierce, and unexpected enemy suddenly sprung up in

the woods and wilds. The inhabitants of the Allegany

mountains assembled without noise or warning, under the

conduct of six or seven of their militia colonels, to the

number of sixteen hundred daring, well mounted, and

excellent horsemen. Discovering these enemies as he

crossed King's Mountain, Fergusson took the best posi

tion for receiving them that the ground would permit.

But his men, neither covered by horse nor artillery, and

being likewise dismayed and astonished at finding them

selves so unexpectedly surrounded and attacked on every

side by the cavalry of the mountains, were not capable of

withstanding the impetuosity of their charge. Already a

hundred and fifty of his soldiers were killed upon the spot,

and a greater number was wounded. Still, however, the

unconquerable spirit of this gallant officer refused to sur

render. He repulsed a succession of attacks from every

quarter until he received a mortal wound. By the fall of

major Fergusson, his men were entirely disheartened :

animated by his brave example, they had hitherto preserv

ed their courage under all disadvantages. In the resour-

v
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ces of his fertile genius they deservedly placed the utmost CHAP,

confidence, and with him perished every hope of success.

Under such circumstances, the second in command, judg- 17g0

ing all further resistance to be vain, offered to surrender,

and sued for quarter.

From the ability and exertions of colonel Fergusson,

very great advantages had been expected ; and had he not

been surprised and cut off, there is no doubt that every

expectation would have been fully gratified. By his

unfortunate fall, and the slaughter, captivity, or dispersion

of his whole corps, the plan of the expedition into North

Carolina was entirely deranged. The western frontiers of

South Carolina were now exposed to the incursions of the

mountaineers, and it became necessary ibr lord Cornwallis

to fall back for their protection, and wait for a reinforce

ment before he could proceed farther upon his expedition.

On the 14th of October he began his march to South

Carolina : his lordship and his army met with very great

difficulties and hardships ; their provisions were so nearly

exhausted that the soldiers were limited as to quantity,

with hardly any means of cooking ;k the country was

overflowed with incessant rains, they had no tents, and

could rarely find a dry spot to kindle a fire ; but the

soldiers bore their hardships without repining, as they

knew their officers and generals fared no better than them

selves. His lordship himself was taken ill : but never

theless preserved his vigour of mind, and arrived on the

29th of October with his army at Wymesborough, to wait

for fresh reinforcements from sir Henry Clinton. Mean

while the mountaineers had dispersed, but the northeast

part of the province was infested by the depredations of an

enterprising partisan of the name of Marion.

In the northern part of America, operations and events Affai«at

were of much less importance, than in the south. The New York'

force left for the security of New York, appeared adequate

to the defence of that city at the departure of Clinton;

but the extraordinary rigour of the winter soon after

exposed the British garrison to an unforeseen danger.

One of the chief causes of the safety of New York was its

k Sttdman, vol. it. p. 229.
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CHAP, insulated situation, which pave full effett to our naval

.^^^ superiority. The uncommon intenseness of the frost

,780 during the winter of 1779-80, deprived it of this protection.

By the middle of January, the North River was so com

pletely covered with thick ice, that the largest army, with

the heaviest artillery and baggage, might have passed on

it with ease. In other quarters, towards the country,

New York was no less accessible, whilst its communica

tion with the sea was entirely cut off. In this perilous

situation, the veteran general Knyphausen took such pre

cautionary measures as prudence dictated ; the seamen

were landed from the ships and transports, and formed

into companies; the inhabitants were embodied, ofiicered,

and took their routine of duty with the regular garrison.

They were deprived of those supplies which a communi

cation by water would have afforded, and in particular

suffered so severely for want of fuel, that it became neces

sary to break up some old transports, and to pull down

some uninhabited wooden houses, to supply their present

necessities. Fortunately for the British garrison, Washing

ton's army was in no condition to profit by the accessibility

of New York ; it had been greatlv weakened by detach

ments that were sent to the relief of Charleston, was in

extreme want of provisions and other necessaries, and

from that' cause seized with the spirit of discontent almost

arising to mutiny. No attempt was made on the British

garrison, except to straighten its quarters, and to intercept

convoys. In February, m:ijor Matthews having defeated

a party of Americans posted at King's Bridge to interrupt

the communication of the garrison with the country, opened

the way for more liberal supplies. The spring advanced,

, • . and thawing the ice, restored New York to its insular

situation; and the British commander, exempted from the

necessity of attending to defence, made dispositions for

i' offensive measures. Informed of the prevalence of amutinous spirit in the American army, and imputing to

disaffection what really arose from distress, on that

supposition hoping for the cooperation of the Americans,

he attempted to establish the royal standard in the Jerseys;

but he soon found that the American soldiers, though they

repined at their difficulties, persevered in their inveteracy;
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1780.

and finding that, opposed by the provincials, his troops CHaP,

could obtain no footing in that country, he recalled

them to New York. Such was the state of affairs when

general Clinton returned from Charleston, on the 23d of

June. General Washington, expecting the speedy arrival

of a French armament, confined his operations to desultory

and detached excursions. On the 10th of July, the

expected reinforcement reached Rhode Island : it con

sisted of seven ships of the line, some frigates, and a great

number of transports, having on board six thousand troops.

The fleet was commanded by De Ternay, and the troops

by Rochambeau : in order to prevent discussions of rank

in command, and to obviate every difficulty that might

arise from the junction of the French troops with the

American army, a commission was sent to general Wash

ington, appointing him a lieutenant general of France, and

commander of the forces now sent. So powerful a rein

forcement revived the -rooping spirits of the Americans,

and invigorated their exertions to recruit their own army.

The French squadron being superior to that of Arbuthnot,

the British commander thought it prudent to act on the

defensive ; but six ships of the line arriving from England,

they prepared for an expedition to Rhode Island, in order

to act offensively against the French. Meanwhile Wash

ington having his army strongly reinforced, hastened across

the North River, and approached King's Bridge. So

unexpected a movement obliged sir Henry Clinton to

abandon the expedition against Rhode Island, and return

with the troops for the protection of New York, leaving

admiral Arbuthnot to block up the French fleet at sea.

Washington expected the count de Guichen with a fleet of

twenty ships of the line from the West Indies, and enter

tained sanguine hopes that the whole combined force

would overpower Clinton and Arbuthnot, and wrest New

York from the hands of the British : to concert measures

for this design, he left his army, and repaired to the French

commanders at Rhode Island.

While Washington was absent for this purpose, a Defection

:me was formed for delivering to sir Henry Clinton Arnold'

the strong post of West Point in the highlands upon the

North River, the possession of which would have nearly
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CHAP, cut off all communication between the northern and mid-

die colonies. The author of this project was the celebrated

178O. general Arnold. This officer, after the campaign in the

Jerseys, had been appointed commander of the American

garrison that occupied Philadelphia : there he had lived

so luxuriously and splendidly, as to disgust the quakers,

who were the principal inhabitants of that city, and to dis

please the congress, by a conduct so totally inconsistent

with the austerity of republicans beset with danger; he

lived also so profusely as far to outgo his stated income.

To supply his deficiencies he took shares in privateers, and

embarked in other speculations ; but his various projects

proved unsuccessful. He made considerable claims on

the public, but when his accounts were examined by com

missioners, a great part of his demand was refused. He

appealed to the congress, which gave judgment that the

inspectors of his claims had allowed him too much. See- :

ing the embarrassment of his affairs, his creditors became

extremely importunate. Such a situation galled the proud

and irritable temper of Arnold ; who, giving vent to his

resentment, and recapitulating his services, complained in

strong and indignant terms of the ingratitude of congress.

Provoked at the freedom and severity of his expostulation,

that body appointed a court martial, to examine into his

conduct as commander of Philadelphia. He was sentenced

to a general reprehension, and also a reprimand from

Washington, whom he deemed his personal enemy. From

this time Arnold appears to have formed a design of be

traying the interests which he professed to support, and

joining the British ; but to have suspended the execution

until an opportunity should offer, of materially injuring the

cause which he was about to desert, and serving the power

he was about to join. The interval of Washington's ab

sence appeared to him a favourable opportunity for deliver

ing an important post to Clinton. He accordingly opened

a correspondence with the British general; and as he

required a confidential agent to be sent, major Andre,

aid-du-camp to sir Henry Clinton, and adjutant general

of the British army, undertook to confer with him, and

bring the negotiation to a conclusion. This was a gentle

man of very great merit, and rising fast to a high character
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in the army. Though open and honourable, yet sensible chAP.

that, in war, stratagem is no less necessary than military

prowess, he could find nothing in the employment assign- ,780

ed him which was inconsistent with the character of a Character,

gallant soldier. Perceiving that very momentous advan- amffate8of

tage might result to his country from the success of the ^JJjjjj^

scheme, he was by loyalty and patriotism stimulated to '

undertake its execution. Able and ingenious, he was

conscious that he was well fitted to promote its success.

The Vulture sloop of war had been stationed so near gene

ral Arnold's post, as to facilitate private communication

without exciting suspicion. On the 21st of September,

Andre went on board the sloop, and was at night convey

ed in a boat to the beach without the lines, where he met

with general Arnold. Day-light approaching before the

business was finally adjusted, Andre was told that it would

be necessary to conduct him to a safe place, where he

should lie concealed during the day, and return at night

on board the sloop. The retreat to which he was brought

was, against his intentions and without his knowledge, '

within the American lines. Here Arnold delivered to

him various papers concerning the state of the forces, and

other matters, for the information of Clinton, to show that

general the most expeditious and effectual means of getting

the American army into his power. The outlines of the

project were, that Arnold should make such a disposition

of the wing of the army under his command, as would

enable sir Henry Clinton completely to surprise their

strong posts and batteries, and throw |he troops so entirely

into his hands, that they must inevitably either lay down

their arms, or be cut to pieces. Besides the immediate

possession of these strong holds, and the cutting off so

great a part of the enemy's best force without loss or diffi

culty, the consequences would have reached much farther,

for the remainder of Washington's army would then have

been laid open in such a manner to the joint exertion of

the British forces by land and water, that nothing less

than slaughter, dispersion, and final ruin, could have been

the result. With respect to the Americans, such a stroke,

it was conceived, could not have been recovered : indepen

dent, of the loss of artillery, magazines, and stores, a de-

Vol. II. S s
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struction of their whole disciplined force, and of most if

not all of their best officers, must have been immediately.

fatal. While Andre was with Arnold, the Vulture had

shifted her position, in consequence of an attack from some

artillery on shore, and was gone down nearer to New

York ; thence it being impracticable for Andre to return

in the same way that he had come, he was obliged to

proceed by land. Involved in such circumstances without

any fault of his own, necessity compelled him to employ

deception for his extrication. Hitherto he had worn his

regimentals ; now dressing himself in a plain suit, he re

ceived a passport, under the name of John Anderson, by

which he on horseback passed the outposts. Conceiving

himself in perfect safety, he was well advanced on his

return, when three militia men meeting him on the road,

suddenly seized the bridle, and interrogated him whence

he came. Confused at so unexpected an encounter, he

answered from below: he immediately recollected his mis

take, but too late ; the suspicions of his interrogators were

roused, and they insisted on searching him. He offered

his purse and watch, and promised very high rewards if

they would suffer him to depart ; but all was unavailing.

The generous Andre, now regardless of his own fate, had

no anxiety but to save Arnold from the certain destruction

that awaited him when the contents of the papers should

be made known to the Americans. This object he effected

by a dexterous stratagem : producing his passport from that

general, he desired that he might be informed of his sei

zure, and that he himself should be detained in custody

until Arnold's orders were known. The captors comply

ing with this request, a message was sent to Arnold,

which, announcing the detention of John Anderson, indu

ced him, as Andre desired and expected, to seek safety

by flight. He escaped, got on board the Vulture, and re

paired to New York. Andre being informed that Arnold

was out of reach of the Americans, avowed himself under

his proper name and character. Washington having now

returned, Andre wrote to him, detailing the circumstances

of the case. Disregarding every danger, his only con

cern was to prove that he had conducted himself as be

came a man of honour, and had no intention to be withis
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the American lines, nor to act as a spy ; that he was CHAP.

merely the agent of a negotiation, in which neither he nor ^^.^

his employer had practised treachery, or done any thing 1780

inconsistent with the laws of war. He had gone upon

public business under a flag of truce, dressed in his uni

form, to confer with the commander of that post ; and

had, without his knowledge, been brought within the

American lines. His subsequent disguise had been the

result of necessity, not of choice. Washington appointed

a board of general officers to take cognisance of the case ;

and before these gentlemen Andre made an explanation,

similar in substance to that which his letter to Washing

ton had contained, but much more copious in detail. His

enemies heard with admiration a defence, which with a

magnanimous indifference to life admitted the fact, but

with a generous regard to reputation vindicated the mo

tives. The American board, however, confining them

selves to the literal and simple fact of his being in dis

guise within the American lines, instead of taking into

consideration all the concomitant circumstances, doomed

the gallant Andre to suffer death as a spy. The only evi

dence of the fact was Andre's own admission : not only

humanity but justice required, that his own evidence, if

allowed such weight against him, should also be allowed

in his favour; and that his declaration of pure intentions

ought to be considered, as well as his acknowledgment of

an act contrary to the laws of war. At New York, all

ranks, from a sentinel to the commander in chief, felt the

most poignant concern at the situation of the unfortunate

captive, whom they respected and admired as an officer,

and loved and esteemed as a man. Sir. Henry Clinton

employed every effort to save so valuable a life : he open

ed . a correspondence with Washington by means of a flag

of truce, and urged every motive which justice, policy,

and humanity could suggest, to induce a remission of the

sentence. Finding his letters ineffectual, he sent out gene

ral Robertson with a flag, to confer upon the subject with

any officers that should be appointed by general Washing

ton. An interview took place between general Robert

son and general Green, who had been president of the

court martial ; but all efforts to save the unfortunate An-
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CHAP, dre were unavailing. Andre, finding his doom unavoid-

able, wrote a most pathetic letter, praying that he might

1780. not die the death of a common malefactor, but by a mode

i. , more befitting a soldier. Even this small boon was refu

sed to a generous enemy, by the inexorable rigour of

stern republicanism. On the 22d of October, the ill fa

ted hero met his death, with a composure, serenity, and

fortitude, worthy of conscious innocence suffering unme

rited punishment.

Thus fell the gallant Andre, losing his life for loyally

and patriotically endeavouring to serve his king and coun

try. If criminality is to be estimated by intention, he was

put to death without any proofs of guilty design, and with

, the strongest presumptions of innocence. Such relentless

inhuman rigour could answer no purpose of policy, as it

certainly neither enhanced the character, nor promoted the

interest, of the Americans; it was evidently the effect of

revenge, and of revenge foiled in its principal object.

Andre suffered for the defection of Arnold. Had that

general been caught, and undergone the punishment due to

treachery, the impartial reader would not perhaps have

blamed the sentence, and might have considered that as

justice to a traitorous friend, which he must reprobate as

cruelty to a fair and generous foe*1

The death of Andre, which Washington could have

easily prevented, will certainly in future ages be regarded

as a dark spot in the bright character of the American

general. Arnold published a declaration of his motives

for leaving the service of America, consisting chiefly of

invectives against his late associates, which, whether true

or false, had, coming from him, the less weight, that the

character of the Americans, now the object of his repro

bation, was identically the same as before when the object

of his panegyric. Winter now approaching, and the count

de Guichen not having arrived from the West Indies, both

parties, after concluding an agreement for the exchange of

prisoners, retired into quarters. For the prevention of

Guichen's arrival in North America, we are to find the

causes in the transactions of the West Indies.

1 Sttclman, vol ii. p. 253
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Sift George Rodney having, as we have saen, left

Gibraltar in February, and sailed for the West Indies, had y^^^,

arrived at St. Lucie, and taken the command of the fleet 17S0.

upon the leeward island station by the latter end of March. West ln"

Just previous to his arrival, M. de Guichen, with twenty- Arrival of

five ships of the line, and eight frigates, all full of troops, Rodney'

had paraded for several days before that island, with a

view either of surprising or of overwhelming the British

force by their great superiority. The good disposition of

the troops made by general Vaughan, and of the ships by

rear-admiral Parker, however, frustrated their design. Sir

George Rodney, with twenty ships of the line, and the

Centurion of fifty guns, followed the French fleet into

Martinique, and offered them battle ; but the enemy, not

withstanding the superiority of their numbers, would not

venture to engage. To entice the enemy to leave the har

bour, the British admiral retired to Gross Islet Bay in ,St. Lucie, leaving swift sailing frigates to watch their mo

tions, and convey to him intelligence. On the 16th of

April, Guichen sailed with his fleet ; the following day

Rodney came in sight of the enemy late in the evening,

and found them disposed to avoid an engagement. He

watched them with such vigilance as to prevent their

escape. The next morning, the French admiral made

very masterly dispositions for avoiding an engagement : His skill

this the British commander counteracted with equal nau- draws the

i t ... enemy to

tical skill and professional ability, which at last rendered battle,

a battle unavoidable.

In forming the line of battle, the long established Establish-

mode was, when fleets were nearly equal in number, to ^ g

oppose ship to ship, by which means superior force and the naval

seamanship prevailed, without any extraordinary efforts of

naval ability or conduct. Rodney possessed not only that

professional experience, guided by which brave men fight

in the way in which brave men have fought before, but a

comprehensive genius, which could adopt measures to ex

isting cases, and leave precedent when novelty tended

more effectually to secure the object. The enemy being

considerably superior in number, he proposed not to at

tack the whole at once, but with all his force to bear down

on a part of theirs, so that by mastering one division, he
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might easily overpower the rest.™ For that purpose he

directed his van to attack the hindmost ships of the ene

my's centre, and the remainder of his fleet the rear. He

also made a general signal to his ships to lie close to the

enemy, and take example by the admiral. His fleet being

in the proper position for engaging the enemy, according

to the plan which he had arranged, he made the signal for

every ship to attack her opposite, in the enemv's line. The

commander of his van-most ship, a gentleman thoroughly

experienced in the preccdented mode of tactics, miscon

ceived the admiral's meaning, and supposed his orders to

be to steer towards the van-most ship of the enemy. This

misapprehension communicating itself to the succeeding

ships, tended to disconcert the masterly design of the ad

miral. His orders were not fully regarded in another par

ticular : he had given, and had been obliged to repeat his

signal, for lying close to the enemy. Several ships of his

fleet kept at so great a distance, as not to second and sup

port the admiral. The admiral's own ship, however, and

some others, did very great execution ; but the deviation

from his orders, both as to plan and nearness, prevented

a decisive issue to an engagement, for, and in which the

commander had used every effort of design and execution

which could lead to victory.

The French fleet was beaten from the scene of ac

tion : Rodney pursued them as soon as the crippled state

of the ships that had engaged according to his orders, and

the arrival of others in their proper position, permitted.

Such despatch was used to repair the damaged ships, that

on the 20th they again descried the enemy, but not in suf

ficient time to prevent them from taking refuge under

Guadaloupe. In the beginning of May, the French

fleet again sailed ; and on the 10th, it was seen by the

British a few leagues to windward. The enemy having

m The examiner of the naval tactics which Itodney introduced, and

which he himself in the last war, and others in the present, have practised with

such terrible effect and glorious success, will see that it proceeded on the same

principle that regulated the military tactics formed and exercised by the illus

trious Frederic ; and which produced the systems and movements of the Mace

donian Philip, and his preceptor Kpaminondas. The battle of Leuctra was

gained by the masterly skill of the Thehan hero directing his whole force on a

{lartof the enemy's, with such dispofition and compactness us to break their

iue. See description of the battle of Leuctra, Gillics's History of Greece,

vol. iii. p. 308,
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the advantage of the wind, were able either to hazard or ChAP.

to avoid an engagement at pleasure, but chose the latter

alternative. Rodney endeavoured to gain the lee gage, 1780

but was not able to succeed. By feigning flight, on the Thccne-

15th, he had almost drawn the enemy to battle ; but after ^perforin

a partial cannonade between the extreme ships of the re- nu"ll,ef»
l l will not

spective fleets, the enemy retired without a general battle. venture a

On the 19th, admiral Rodney endeavoured to turn the cIosefiSnt.

fleet of the enemy ; and from his movements both parties

became so entangled as to render a conflict unavoidable

between the British van and the enemy's rear. The ene

my having suffered considerable loss, bore away to Mar

tinique. Rodney repaired to Carlisle, Bay in Barbadoes,

to refit his shattered ships. In these conflicts the French

evinced themselves considerably improved in naval war

fare, and our ships were much damaged in the repeated

encounters ; but the very object of their improved attack

manifested conscious inferiority. Their chief purpose was.

to aim at our rigging, and thereby avoid close fight,

WHICH UNIFORM EXPERIENCE HAS TAUGHT EVERY OPPO

NENT OF THE ENGLISH NAVY TO SHUN, IF THEY WOULD

avoid destruction. Spain sent a considerable naval

force to join her ally in the West Indies ; and thus re

cruited, the Bourbon fleet amounted to thirty-six ships of

the line, a force that apparently must be able to overwhelm

the British West Indies ; but this ostensible accession of

strength proved eventual weakness : the Spanish troops

were too much crowded on board their transports : that

circumstance, cooperating with the length of the voyage,

the change of climate and diet, and above all, their pecu

liar laziness and want of cleanliness, the whole of those

combined causes generated a mortal and contagious dis

temper, which first infecting their own seamen, at length

spread, though not entirely with so fatal an effect, through

the French fleet and land forces. The pestilential disease

still continuing, prevented the French from profiting by

their fleet. The Spanish admiral proceeded to the west

ward, and, having parted with the French at St. Domin

go, went on to the Havannah. Besides the infectious dis

order, there appeared to be a want of concert between the

armaments of the two allies, which very greatly obstructed
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CHAP, their schemes for annoying Britain. part of the French

yj^i^, plan of operations had been, after the expected reduction

1780. of tne British power in the West Indies by the combined

forces, that their fleet should proceed to New York, and

in conjunction with the Americans and the French ships

and army who were there before, should capture New-

Theene- York, and drive the British from America. But after

punted ni the first of these vast projects had failed. Guichen consi-

objects'eof Bering nls former disappointments, the present state of his

the cam- army, of his ships and men, found the expedition utterly

,mlgn' impracticable, and proceeded directly to Europe. Rod-

nev, aware of the original design, and on the departure of

Guichen conceiving that he was bound for New York,

sailed himself for the same place, where he thought his

assistance would be so much wanted ; but finding his ser

vices ' not necessary in that quarter, he returned in the

close of the year to St. Lucie. Besides the operations

between the fleets of the belligerent powers during this

campaign, various conflicts took place among single ships,

both in Europe and the West Indies, which did signal

honour to the courage and skill of both parties, but in the

result of every action manifested the superiority of Bri

tain upon her own element.
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CHAP. XXVI.

Proceedings against the rioters.—Lord LoughbvrougWs

charge to the grand jury—difference of opinion on the

construction of Edward IIVs treason statute—legal

authorities not altogether conformable to statutory defi

nition—literal and free interpreters of statutes—lord

Loughborough follows liigh authorities.—No grounds

for the charge of rigorous severity against the rioters.—

Political effects of the riots.— Generalelection—contestfor

Westminster.—Mr. Fox is chosen on the 10th of October,

which thenceforward is consecrated to anniversary cele

bration.—Continental affairs—the character of Joseph

opens—he aspires at the possession of Bavaria—is sup

ported by Frederic—Hostilities between Prussia and

Austria—are terminated by the peace of Teschen.—

Continental powers arejealous of British commercialand

naval greatness.—Conduct of Russia—armed neutrali

ty—real objects of.—State arid interest of Holland.-*-

Hollandfavours the revolted colonies—remonstrances of

Britain.—Discovery of a treaty between the Dutch and

the Americans—rupture with Holland—the Dutch are

the aggressors.—Meeting of Parliament—choice of a

speaker—King's speech.—Mr. Fox's plan of attack

against ministers—he begins with charges against lord

Sandwich—his motion concerning the appointment oj sir

Hugh Palliser.—Mr. Burke resumes his plan of econo

mical reform.—Beginnings of lord Chathain's second son,

Mr. William Pitt.—The celebrated comic poet, Sheridan,

turns his extraordinary talents to politics.—India affairs

are extensively considered in parliament—two committees

of inquiry are appointed—one has for its chairman Mr.

Henry Dundas.~r§>uestions for future deliberation

respecting India, proposed by lord North.—Petitions

from counties for redress of grievances.—Different

opinions of Messrs. Fox and Burke on the marriage

law.—Supplies.—Extravagant terms of the noted loan of

Vol. IL T t
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twelve millions.—LordNorth, incorrupt himself, permits

wasteful corruption in others—ineffcacy, in arduous situ

ations, of talents and benevolent dispositions, -without

firmness of resolution.—-Session rises.

TWO internal subjects principally attracted the

XXvT public attention during the recess of 1780; the trial of

v^v*w the rioters and the general election. Persons accused of

1780. tumults committed within the county of Middlesex and

ingsagsinst the city of London, were arraigned at Hicks's hall ; and

the rioters. |jjl|s bemg found for felony, either in robbery or arson,

they were tried at the Old Bailey. The judge had not

thought it necessary, in addressing the grand jury, to be

peculiarly minute in explaining the law applicable to crimes

which came so frequently under their consideration ; and

though well adapted to his view of the subject, the charge

delivered no doctrines that particularly deserve historical

record. Eighty-five persons being indicted, forty-three

were acquitted, and forty-two capitally convicted ; but of

the condemned, twelve obtained mercy

Lord^ For trying persons alleged to have committed outra-

borough's ges in the county of Surry, a special commission was

the'grand appointed to sit at St. Margaret's hill in the borough ; and

jury. the first nominee was Alexander Wedderburn, who was

recently promoted to be lord chief justice of the common

pleas, and called to the house of peers by the title of lord

Loughborough. The persons here presented were accu

sed of treason, and the judge delivered to the grand jury

a charge, which the magnitude of the crime imputed, the

doctrines promulgated, the high character of the speaker,

and the splendid oratory of this exertion, combined in very

strongly impressing on the public attention.

Difference The learned reader must know that a verv material

of opinion i.i

on the con- difference subsists between the law of treason as it is

Edward" °f expressed by the statute of Edward III. on the one hand,

Hl.'strea- and on the other interpreted by lawyers and judges.0 The

sqa a ate. chief species contained in the celebrated law of

Edward are, to compass or intend the king's death, or to

n See Annual Register, 1780 ; Appendix to Chronicle, p. 271—277.

o See Qjaskstptie, vol. iv. p. 74—83.
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5'evy war against his person and government. But lawyers, CHAP,

partly desirous of paying court to the sovereign, and part- y^^i^

ly convinced that such narrow limitations of legal defini- l780-

tion may often screen enormous guilt, had introduced a

greater latitude. They observed, that if a man should

enter into a conspiracy for rebellion, fix a correspondence

with foreign powers for that purpose, or even plot the

overthrow of the existing constitution, if he was detected,

and no rebellion or insurrection ensued, by the letter of

this statute, he could not be convicted of treason. To

prevent this inconvenience they had commonly laid their

indictment for intending the death of the king, and had

produced the intention of rebellion as a proof of the other

intention, and thus confounded the two species of treason,

which the statute had accurately distinguished ;p whereas

the law had made only one kind of intentional treason,, a

purpose to put the king to death ; the lawyers had made

two, a design to levy war or rebel. It was frequently Legal au.

alleged, that by such an interpretation, lawyers and judges not"toge-

assuming to themselves a legislative authority, which is ther con-

not vested in them by the constitution of their country, to statuto-

exercised it in extending penal law, and rendering designs jjLf*1**"

capital that were not legally criminal. The object of this

constructive interpretation was no doubt so far laudable j

in estimating criminality, they proposed to take into the,

account moral depravity and political mischief, and to pro

vide against new devices of flagitious ingenuity : but, on

the other hand, the admission of such constructions might

be abused to the most oppressive and tyrannical purposes.4

There were always in Romel", and have been and are in Literal

England, two classes of interpreters of law, the literal and fnterpr*.

the free ; or, in the language of professional men, the j^„°f

arguers from law and from equity.9. Persons early instruct-

p Most of these observations are either extracted from, or suggested by,

Hume's account of the trial of lord Kussel.

q The danger of departure from established law, to puni9h even the most

atrocious culprits, is perhaps no wherV more ably exhibited than in Csesar'a

speech on the discovery ofCataline's conspiracy, as presented by Sallust.

r See Gibbon's account of the Sabinians and Proeuleians, in his view of the

Justinian code. Vol. vi.

s In the parting view of the illustrious Mansfield, I endeavour to state the

separate and comparative advantages and disadvantages of these two modes of

interpretation.
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CK.VH. ed in the civil law have more frequently belonged to the

^J^i^ latter class than the former. This was the case with lord

Loughborough, who has, on all great questions, shown

himself a liberal rather than a literal interpreter. He in

rougti foi- this charge proceeded according to the practice of lawyers,

xnthoriUes and op'lI"ons of judges ; and on this sanction he supported

the constructive doctrine, instead of the precise definition,

of legislature. Arguing on the authority of Fortescue,

sir Matthew Hale, and other luminaries of judicial histo-ry, he stated, that every insurrection which, in the judg

ment of the law, is intended against the person of the king,

be it to dethrone' or imprison him, or to oblige him to alter

his measures of government, or to remove evil counsellors

from about him, amounts to levying war within the statute,

whether attended with the pomp and circumstances of

open war or not ; and every conspiracy to levy war for

these purposes, though not treason within the clause of

levying war, is yet an overt act within the other clause of

compassing the king's death. Some lawyers contended,

that it was not consistent with legal propriety, to rest

opinions on the authority of the judges, when they con

travened an express statute ; and that the substitution of a

judge's opinion for the enactment of a legislative assembly,

jvas changing judges into lawgivers.

The judge did not escape without censure for the

doctrines which his address contained ; and persons who

hastily examined his conduct, deemed him severe and san

guinary ; but for that blame just grounds are not to be

found either in his charge or proceedings. Whether it be

constitutionally right that treason is to be ascertained by

judicial interpretation, it is historically true that such has

been the mode usually adopted by the most reputed judges

on criminal trials : lord Loughborough therefore merely

applied the rules and followed the. example of his eminent

No predecessors. As the insurrection had been very atro-

ibr the cious, severe punishment was a requisite sacrifice to justice,

rigoTOui ordei'j and tranquillity ; but so far was the judge from the

•everity superfluous rigour which was imputed to him, that he

rW;"811 6 recommended to mercy such of the guilty as had extenu

ating circumstances in their favour. It may be farther

t Sec charge, Annual Register, 1780, p. 281.
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observed, that whether the construction of the judge con- CHAP,
• r Jo XXVI

cerning the guilt of a conspiracy to levy war were or were y^y^^

not just, no one was condemned who had not been found

guilty of actual insurrection and rebellion against the king

and government. His constructive treason therefore pro

duced no effects to the accused, which would not have

arisen from the most rigid interpretation. Forty-three

were tried, of whom twenty-six were found guilty and the

rest acquitted."

The riots, which were thus effectually suppressed, really

strengthened administration: the scenes of enormity the riots,

which were exhibited in the metropolis struck men with

horror, and by a natural, though an erroneous effect, in

spired a general dread of popular meetings, however legal

or peaceable. These dispositions reached to the country

meetings, petitions, and associations, and consequently to

all applications for redress of grievance, and schemes for

a reform in parliament.

The capture of Charleston, of which the news arrived

soon after the riots, tended to erase the memory of past dis

appointments in the war, and to revive the sanguine hopes

of the speedy subjugation of the colonies. The victory

of Rodney, which had opened the naval campaign, suc

ceeded by the stationary inaction of the French and

Spanish fleets in Europe, joined to the-little achievements

of their mighty force in the West Indies, gratified the

national pride, and cherished the hopes that the house of

Bourbon would severely pay for the temerity of the at

tempt to wrest from Britain the dominion of the sea.

Many who formerly reprobated the war, and condemned

the measures and principles in which it originated, forgot

their disapprobation when they saw or thought that it was

likely to have a prosperous issue ; and the influence and

authority of the crown were more spread, and better fixed

than they had been for several years. In this state of

things, and disposition of the people, ministers conceived

the season peculiarly favourable to a new election. The

parliament had already sitten six years, and if it continued

to the seventh, at the expiration of that time circumstances

might be by no means so auspicious. Having resolved

a See Annual Register, 1780, p. 585—28/.



326
HISTORY OP THE

 

Contest for

Westmin

ster.

Mr. Fox is

chosen on

the 10th of

October,

which

thencefor

ward is

consecra

ted to an

niversary

celebHa-

tion.

Continen

tal affairs.

on the measure, they gave no intimation of their inten

tion until they thought it ripe for execution : hut their

plan being matured, on the 1st of September a proclama

tion was issued for dissolving the parliament. Besides

the prevalence of a spirit so favourable to the ministerial

party, there was another circumstance which tended to

promote their success in the new election : various mem

bers of opposition, tired with long disappointment, began

to consider their efforts useless, and determined to decline

being candidates for again sitting in the legislature. From

these different causes, the election of 1780 afforded much

fewer disputes than any which had taken place from the

beginning of the reign. Among the most warmly con

tested was the city of Westminster, for which two candi

dates contended, lord Lincoln and Mr. Fox, and the great

champion of opposition was elected by a numerous ma

jority on the 10th of October, a day ever since deemed

worthy of anniversary celebration by those politicians who

identify the conduct of the orator with the principles of

the British constitution, and consecrated to remembrance

as an epoch in the history of modern whiggism trium

phant. The new parliament was summoned to meet on

the 31st of October; but before our narrative follows its

deliberations, it must exhibit a short view of foreign in

terests and affairs, which relating to Britain, very early.

occupied its attention and deliberation.

Though Britain, during the American war, had less

connexion with continental powers than at any other pe

riod of this last century, yet her contest with her colonies

was a subject of the most interesting concern to the

neighbouring nations. During a great part of the war,

tranquillity prevailing in the northern and eastern states

of Europe, allowed them an almost undivided attention to

the contest between Britain and America. The only

interruption of the peace of Germany and Russia arose

from a dispute about the electorate of Bavaria. The

king of Prussia had in a few years improved his share

of the Polish spoils to the highest advantage, and greatly

meliorated the condition of recent as well as hereditary

subjects : indeed, though his warmest admirers must ad

mit that his ambition often violated justice in acquiring
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dominions, his severest enemies must allow that he ren- CHAP,

dered his acquisitions more beneficial, and their inhabi- v^-v^O

tants happier, than he found them when they became iygo.

subjects to his government. The emperor Joseph was The cha-

equally ambitious, but much inferior in wisdom of plan, Joseph ot

or in steadiness of execution. On the death of the elec- opens;

tor of Bavaria, this prince attempted to revive obsolete at thevos-

claims to the reversion of his dominions ; and in the ^ss"i|; of

Havana./

beginning of 1778, actually marched troops towards Mu

nich, and dispossessed the elector palatine, the real heir,

of the whole of that territory. Frederic justly consi

dered this step as a violation of the Germanic constitu

tion, and determined without delay to resist such an

encroachment. He knew, that notwithstanding his alli

ance with Austria, cemented by the recent affiance of the

royal families, France would regard with jealousy such

an accession to the emperor's power ; but engaged in

"schemes of maritime aggrandisement, would not employ

any effectual efforts. He himself therefore saw that the

protection of Bavaria must rest chiefly on his policy and

power ; and before he would interrupt the improvement

of his kingdom by drawing the sword, he tried negotia

tion, opened a correspondence with the emperor, and

professed a disposition to listen to his claims, to learn

their extent and validity, and to admit them if they

should prove well founded. The Austrian pretensions

were so very weak, that even the ability of Kaunitz could

not render them plausible, or prevent easy refutation.

The empress queen, evidently convinced that her son's

demands were ill founded, and that assertion would be

impolitic, was pacifically disposed, but her son was

resolved to maintain them by force, and encouraged in

his obstinacy by his ministers, who chose to worship the

rising sun. Frederic engaged the empress Catharine to h opposed

second his opposition to the aspiring views of Joseph, ty*i-?3*"

and convinced her that it was the interest of the Russians *

to hinder the emperor, who was only entitled to be the

first prince in Germany, from governing that great em

pire with despotic authority. Finding that the Austrian

prince had collected large bodies of troops from Italy,

Flanders, and Hungary, into Bohemia, he drew a no less
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formidable force to his own frontiers. Joseph, in a let

ter, endeavoured to justify his claims by arguments; but

soon finding, in the answer of Frederic, that he had to

contend with a logician very superior to himself, he was

mortified, and sent an angry reply, expressing his dispo

sition to take a lesson from Frederic in the art of war.x

To this effusion of galled pride, the hero sent a wise,

temperate, and firm answer ;y and finding hostilities una

voidable, with his usual ability he formed a comprehen

sive scheme to annoy his antagonist in various quarters ;

with his usual rapidity he commenced his operations, and

established a decisive superiority over the arms of Joseph.

Catharine meanwhile, with a view to obtain influence in

the empire by espousing its cause, sent a considerable

body of troops to join Frederic. Maria Theresa strongly

urged her son to peace ; but having conceived the hopes

of rekindling the war between Turkey and Russia, and

thus having himself only to contend with Prussia, he

would listen to no proposals. At last, however, in spring

1779, learning that Russia had entirely composed her

differences with Turkey, and was preparing a greaX army

to cooperate with Frederic, he became accessible to paci

fic propositions. A congress was held at Teschen : Fre

deric, equally triumphant in the cabinet as in the field,

without ostentatiously dictating, actually framed the terms.

Joseph acknowledged the right of the elector palatine as

heir to the sovereignty of Bavaria, renounced his claims.

and virtually confessed that he had been disturbing the

peace of Germany without tenable grounds. Commer

cial advantages in the last century transcended not only

the experience, but even the imagination of former times,

and rendered the formation and extension of mercantile

establishments, and a marine force, one of the primary

objects of policy with European nations : a natural, though

not a wise concomitant of the desire of such a source of

benefit, is jealousy of a state that possesses it in a supe

rior degree. Envying the preeminence of Britain, mari

time potentates anxiously beheld the progress of a quarrel

by which they conceived her naval superiority must be

x Gillies-s Frederic, p. 47fi.

y Frederic-s manifesto, State Papers, July 7, 1778.
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considerably impaired. The most powerful of these CHAP,
« vvvi

states formed the vain hope of dispossessing Britain of

her supremacy, and with that view, by unprovoked ag- 1780

gression, involved us in war. The other naval states did Continen-

not openly combine with • the house of Bourbon, but are^eafous

secretly favoured both those nations, and the colonies ofBlltlsl1

revolted from Britain. Deeply indebted to this country ciaiand

for maritime support and accommodation during her war fatness,

with Turkey, Russia had been among the first to act R°"^ct rf

hostilely herself, and encourage others to enmity.

By. the received law of nations in modern Europe, Ar™ed.t

when a war broke out between any of the powers, on the neutra lty'one hand neutral states were not to be interrupted in their

general trade with the belligerent parties, but on the other

hand were to convey to neither, naval or military stores.

Russia, Denmark, Sweden, and Holland, entered into an

association for promoting a scheme which altered the

public law concerning the right of neutral states to convey

warlike stores. This was the treaty concluded at Copen

hagen on the 19th of July 1780, under the name of the

armed neutrality.2 The professed object of this

combination was to protect, by an armed force, every

species of neutral trade. The treaty set out with decla

ring, that the contracting parties entertained the most

cordial amity for the several belligerent powers, and pro

fessed the strictest impartiality. It declared, they would

carry on no contraband trade ; but narrowed this defi

nition into literal interpretation, and designedly omitted

the spirit and object. They founded the asserted privilege

of carrying what commodities they chose to the warring

powers, not upon the existing law of nations, but

upon natural right : neutral ships were not to be searched

without a material and well grounded cause, of which the

contracting parties were to be the sole judges. The

associated powers engaged to protect neutral trade, and

reciprocally, severally, and jointly, to maintain a force for

that purpose. They declared, that an injury done to any

one of them as a neutral trader, should be accounted an

injury done to all ; and that, both jointly and severally,

z See State Papers, July 17W,

Vov II. U u
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CHAP, unless it was redressed, they should issue orders for repri-

^^^^ sals. The association was to continue during the war,

1780 and should notify to the belligerent powers the existence

of the treaty, its objects, and their resolutions to employ

force for its support. Every person acquainted with the

maritime force and situation of the several nations, clearly

perceived that this plan, ostensibly impartial, was really

meant to injure Britain. As the principle articles of war

like, especially naval, stores, came from Norway and the

Baltic, England, from her local situation, had the means

of intercepting such commodities much more than her

southern enemies ; she had also a superior maritime force ;

a much greater proportion of naval stores could be carried

into Britain in her ships, than to Spain, or even to France,

in their ships : the conveyance of stores, therefore, in neu

tral bottoms, was a greater advantage to her enemies than

to Britain ; they would reap the beneficial fruits from the

neutral association, while Britain would lose in the same

proportion that her enemies gained. The contracting

parties could not but see that this compact was injuri

ous to Britain, therefore their intentions mi]st have been

inimical.

state and Britain considered this cofivention as a proof of

Holland, unfriendly dispositions and designs in all the parties ; but

a variety of other causes combined to aggravate her dis

pleasure towards the United Provinces. That the reader

may have a complete view of the dispute between Great

Britain and Holland, it is necessary to consider, not only

recent, but distant portions of history, as the proximate

causes of quarrel originated in very remote circumstances.

From the first establishment of the Dutch commonwealth,

two parties existed, which alternately predominated. The

one consisted of the adherents of the princes of Orange,

the first champions and successful vindicators of their

rights and liberties ; the other, of those who either by

birth inherited, or by fortune or merit acquired, rank and

influence. Gratitude for recent delivery was about to

confer on William I. prince of Orange, a limited heredi

tary sovereignty, when assassination prevented the design

from being accomplished.* Maurice, his son and suc-

a See Watson-s History of Philip H,
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cessor in the stadtholdership, being then a boy, could not CHAP,

profit by the occasion while it lasted, and notwithstanding ^J^.,-^

the splendour of his subsequent exploits, the servicer ,

which he performed, and the prosperity and glory to which

he raised the republic, was never able to recover the op

portunity. He and his successors naturally looked back

with regret to that sovereignty which they had almost

obtained, and endeavoured to enlarge to the utmost extent

their official powers as stadtholders. The principal citi

zens, on the other hand, who had grown up along with

the fortune of the state, not only opposed their designs,

but endeavoured to limit their power, which they consi

dered as becoming dangerous to public liberty, and inimi

cal to the principles of the constitution. The bitterness

of such a contest soon effaced from the minds of the no

bles all the signal benefits which had been conferred on

the state by the successive heroes of the Orange family.

Great generals seemed no longer necessary in a season of

peace and prosperity ; nor did it follow, because it had

hitherto so proved, that every prince of Orange was to

be an illustrious captain ; therefore the aristocratic party

proposed the total abolition of the office of stadtholder,

and the distribution of its various powers among their

own leaders. Such was the origin and foundation of that

republican faction which is distinguished in the history of

Holland, and whicp, under various denominations, sub

sisted from the days of prince Maurice and Barneveldt

to modern times. It was the constant and obvious policy

of France, to maintain her influence in the councils of

Holland, and, at the same time, to restrain and weaken,

as much as possible, the power and political activity of

the republic. The princes of the house of Orange were

generally inimical to the views of France, and linked by

blood and alliance with Britain. This state of affairs oc

casioned a permanent enmity between France and the

house of Orange, and naturally produced an intimate

connexion between that monarch and the aristocratic

party. France diligently cultivated her influence with

the anti-stadtholderian faction of Holland. William III.

succeeded to the stadtholderate when he was only a child ;

and during his minority, the nobles, under the name of
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CHAP. the Louvestein party, became extremely powerful, and

being headed by the celebrated de Wit, were able totally

j78p- to abolish the office : the violent irruption of Lewis XIV.

into Holland, however, prompted the states to raise to

power the party and individual most inimical to France,

and most able to repress the unjustifiable ambition of that

aspiring neighbour. The delivery of his country by Wil

liam III.; the verv high character and great influence of

that prince, which was increased by his power flora the

time he became king of England; the resentment of the

Dutch against the French, and their alarm from the ambi

tious politics of Lewis; repressed the party which derived its

chief support from Gallic policy. On the death of William

III. the stadtholderate became extinct, the states not choos

ing to renew it in favour of that part of his family which

had succeeded to the title of Orange as well as to the

principal part of his inheritance. Union, however, of

views and interests with England, in repelling the ambi

tion of the French, and opposing the succession of a

Bourbon prince to the throne of Spain, rendered the

states general no less inimical to Lewis, and friendly to

England and the emperor, than they had been when Wil

liam governed both countries : and the ability and address

of Marlborough procured such personal influence with the

states general, that the French party was not able to

defeat the measures of the grand alliance. Towards the

end of queen Anne's reign, the Dutch were closely con

nected with the antigallican party in England ; but during

the peace, which lasted for so many years after the treaty

of Utrecht, the French party in Holland appears to have

gained ground. The cooperation of the Dutch with Bri

tain and the house of Austria in the war which com

menced in 1740, was very inefficient ; and to the influence

of the partisans of France may, in a great degree, be

ascribed that failure of Dutch exertion, which prevented

die extraordinary efforts of the British troops from be

ing victorious at Fontenoy. The same want of cordiality

in the cause was obvious in other actions, particularly in

the battle of Laflelt. In consequence of their victories,

the French penetrated into Dutch Flanders, and prepared

to descend on the island of Zealand. Perceiving the
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danger which impended from the progress of the French, CHAP,

the Dutch determined to have recourse to a measure ^^^^

that had formerly saved them from ruin, and to declare 1780

the prince of Orange stadtholder. In the year 1748, the

office was renewed in full plenitude of power in favour

of the late prince of Orange, with the additional security

of being rendered hereditary not only in the male, but the

female lines of his family. This settlement appeared to

cut off entirely the views of the adverse faction; but

though depressed, or at least withheld from any means of

political exertion, they were still potent and numerous,

and only waited for a favourable opportunity which should

operate as a signal for union and exertion. The prince of

Orange dying in 1751, and. leaving his soo,; the present

prince, a child of three years old, the long minority much

weakened the influence of the stadtholderian party., and

the Gallican faction became powerful. At the com

mencement of the seven years' war, Britain claimed six

thousand men, who had been promised as auxiliaries by a

defensive treaty ; but the Dutch refused to comply, and

became the carriers of contraband goods with impunity,

until Mr. Pitt was raised to the head of affairs. They

even privately cooperated with our French enemies, while

a French party openly avowed its enmitv to this country.

The French interest having rapidly advanced during the

nonage, continued to be very powerful even during the

administration, of the present prince, and used every arti

fice to inflame the jealousy of the Dutch against the great

naval power, and particularly the increase of commerce,

which Britain had attained.

Such was the state of parties and sentiments in Hoi- Holland

land, when war broke out between this country and her the revolt-

colonies. From the beginning of the contest the Dutch edcol°-

° . ° , mes.

had secretly favoured America, but became more open in

assistance as the fortune of England began to decline,

and as her enemies multiplied. Holland protected Ame

rican ships when laden with plunder taken from British

merchants, and even suffered a provincial pirate to take

refuge in the Texel ; in the East and West Indies she

assisted our enemies, and in America our revolted sub

jects. In Europe, contrary both to the general law of
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CHAP, nations and to specific treaties, she conveyed warlike stores

y^^^j to our enemies. Holland had sent an armed force to pre-

1780. vent our sn,ps from acting, according to the law of nations,

and the spirit and letter of particular treaties, in search

ing ships which should be suspected of carrying warlike

stores. Her admiral, count Byland, fired upon British

ships that were sent to examine her vessels in the manner

Itemon- prescribed by the treaty of 1674; and various amicable

BntaiCS°f representations al)d remonstrances were made by Great

Britain,' to the states general, but without effect. Great

Britain, when pressed by so many enemies, demanded the

succours which were stipulated by different treaties, and

especially that of 1716,° but obtained no satisfactory

answer. All these circum,stances, combined with her

' accession to the armed neutrality, not only indicated, butmanifested, in the republic, a disposition hostile to her

natural ally and most liberal benefactor.

Discovery ^N lncident now happened, which discovered to what

oi'atreaty extent the enmity of this pretended friend was carried:

the Dutch Mr. Henry Laurens, late president of the American con-

*Pd Ame' gress, had been appointed ambassador to Holland, and

was captured in a Philadelphia ship in the beginning of

September on the banks of Newfoundland by a British

frigate. The package which contained his papers had

been thrown overboard, but its bulk preventing it from

suddenly sinking, it was saved by the boldness and dex

terity of a British seaman, and most of the papers reco

vered from the effects of the water. Mr. Laurens being

brought to England, was committed on a charge of high

treason. When interrogated, he made no answer to any

question of importance, but his papers were sufficiently

explicit. A treaty of amity and commerce between

,s America and Holland appeared to have been in agitationfor more than two years, and Mr. Laurens was to bring

the same to a conclusion. The negotiators on the side of

Holland, were M. Van Burkel, pensionary and counsel

lor to the city of Amsterdam (an officer of great weight

and power), with other members of the registry, assisted

b See the correspondence between British ministers, the ambassador sir

Joseph Yoi'kcj eiihI thc .Dutch ; State l*apcrs, 1780.-

c See (Jhalmm's Collection of Treaties.
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by some great commercial houses of that city. Sir Jo- CHAP,

seph Yorke, the British ambassador at the Hague, was

immediately instructed how to proceed : he accordingly l7S0

expostulated in strong memorials to the states general,

and represented to 'them the clandestine correspondence

which Amsterdam had long been carrying on with rebels

against a sovereign to whom the republic was joined in

the strictest ties of friendship. He therefore demanded,

in the name of the king his master, not only a formal

disavowal of so irregular a conduct, but insisted on speedy

satisfaction adequate to the offence, and the punishment

of the pensionary Van Burkel and his accomplices, as

disturhers of the public, and violators of the rights of

nations. To this remonstrance an immediate answer not

having been given, its substance was repeated in still

stronger terms, accompanied by the following intimation :

" His majesty, by the complaints made through his am-

" bassador, has placed the punishment and the reparation

" in the hands of your high mightinesses ; and it will

" not be until the last extremity, that is to say, in case of

" a denial of justice, or of silence, which must be inter-

" preted as a refusal, that the king will take them

" upon himself.'"1 Here one nation complained to another

of an injury received from subjects of that other, and

demanded public disavowal and punishment of the

aggressors. It rested with the other nation, either to

disavow the act and punish the actors, or by refusing

satisfaction justify what had been done. The latter alter

native the states general chose ; they did not answer the

memorial, and thus compelled the British sovereign to

seek by force that redress which peaceable application

could not obtain. Sir Joseph Yorke received orders to Rupture

withdraw from the Hague ; and that step was followed, u'nd.Ho1"

before the close of the year, by a declaration of hostili

ties against Holland. Manifestoes followed from both

parties ; but, on considering the whole circumstances of Dntcu

' . • 1 , , the aggies-
the case, an impartial reader can entertain no doubt that boi-s.

the Dutch were the aggressors.

i1 See State Papers from Nov. 18, to Dec. 29, 1780, relative to a rupture

yith Holland.
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XXVI.

1780.

Meeting

of parlia

ment

Choice of

a new

speaker.

The king"s

speech.

On the 31st of October parliament met, and, before

they proceeded to business, ministers proposed a new

speaker. Sir Fletcher Norton had frequently thwarted

and censured administration, and given umbrage to the

court party; but he excited the greatest displeasure in

1777, when, on presenting bills for paying the civil list

debts, he made a speech enlarging on the magnificence of

the commons, and recommending economy in the manage

ment of their gift. Ministers considering such an advi

ser as by no means proper for being speaker of the house,

embraced the earliest possible opportunity of dismissing

him from that office. With this view they praised the

firmness, prudence, and diligence, with which he had dis

charged his laborious duties, but lamented that his ardent

zeal and indefatigable efforts had very much impaired his

constitution : actuated by a grateful regard to the ease

and health of so valuable a member, the house, accord

ing to ministers, ought to relieve him from so trouble

some an employment, and substitute a more able-bodied

man to preside over the commons. They therefore re

commended Mr. Cornwall, as a gentleman in every other

respect qualified for the speaker's chair, and also possess

ing sufficient corporal vigour. Opposition expressed the

greatest contempt for the ridiculous farce that ministers

were acting, and imputed the proposed dismissal to minis

terial resentment on account of sir Fletcher's upright

conduct. On a division, the nomination of Mr. Cornwall

was carried by a majority of 203 to 134.

His majesty's speech, after expressing confidence in

the loyal and patriotic dispositions and wishes of his peo

ple, described the mighty efforts of France and Spain to

support the American rebellion, and destroy the com

merce and reduce the power of Britain ; the glorious

efforts and brilliant successes of the British arms by sea

and land, which had frustrated the designs, and disap

pointed the expectations of our enemies; and his confi

dence, that continuance in these exertions would bring the

war to a happy conclusion.. After the repetition of

reiterated arguments against the origin and conduct of

the American war, opposition descended to the events of

the last campaign, and insisted that, though the victories
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were most splendidly honourable to the British forces, CHAP,

they did not, in the result, advance the ministerial object

of conquering America. They had often predicted, that 1780

certain successful operations would terminate the war ;

but as often as the predictions were made, they were fal

sified. British soldiers and sailors fought valiantly in

the year 1780, as they had always fought; they had

gained battles and taken towns, but to what purpose ?

Could any man say, that the conquest of America was

less distant, than when we had driven Our colonies to

revolt ?

Mr. Fox, resuming his usual function of accusing Mr. Fox-s

ministers, gave notice that he should after the holidays ]^c£f

move, first, for the dismissal of the earl of Sandwich ; against

and then for bringing him to condign punishment : that HeTegiiis

he should found the motions on two different causes ; for with

advising his majesty to promote sir Hugh Palliser to the agaiiSt8

government of Greenwich hospital; and for the shame- l^8*i",-

ful neglect of the navy. Sir Hugh Palliser had not

taken his seat as member for Huntingdon, when Mr. Fox

intimated his intention of censuring his recent appoint

ment ; but being informed of this intimation, he speedily

repaired to the house, in order personally to support his

own cause. The 4th of December being the day ap

pointed to take the navy estimates into consideration, it

was presumed that Mr. Fox would embrace the opportu

nity of attacking the conduct and late appointment of

Palliser ; that gentleman therefore resolved to appear in

vindication of his character. Mr. Fox commenced his

attack : sir Hugh Palliser (he said) had been convicted

of a false and malicious accusation against his superior

officer, and, on charges exhibited against himself, Darely

acquitted by a court martial ; nevertheless, he was pro

moted to a post of distinction and profit, which had

heretofore been held by men of the first naval merit, and

was intended as a retreat and reward to those who had

essentially served their country. This appointment, he

considered, as the highest insult that could be offered to

the navy, and the greatest stigma that could be affixed to

the service. He did not blame the person who accepted

that place, but the first lord of the admiralty, whose con- /

Vol. II. X x
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' CHAT- duct in it ought to be the subject of their inquiry. Lord

^J^Z^, North answered Mr. Fox, and displayed one of his chief

1780 parliamentary excellences, ability and readiness of reply.

The appointment of sir Hugh Palliser (he said) was not

the act of the first lord of the admiralty alone, but of

the other ministers also. Mr. Fox's principal objection

to the nomination was, that the court martial upon admiral

Keppel had imputed unworthy motives to his accuser.

Therein that tribunal had exceeded its jurisdiction ; the

court did not sit on admiral Palliser, but on admiral Kep

pel. They had not heard Palliser in his own defence,

but pronounced an injurious opinion, without establishing

its grounds. The second objection of Mr. Fox was,

that sir Hugh Palliser had been barely acquitted ; but his

interpretation was confuted by the sentence itself, and

especially the following words : " The court having taken

" the whole of the evidence into consideration, both on

" the part of the prosecution as well as in favour of the

" prisoner, were of opinion, that the conduct of sir Hugh

" Palliser, was so far from being reprehensible on the 27th

" and 28th of July, that in many parts it appeared exem-

" plary and highly meritorious." Exemplary conduct

meant such as was a proper example for other officers to

follow, and a fit object for imitation. According to this

natural and true construction of the sentence, the minis

ter contended that sir Hugh Palliser was undoubtedly an

object of requital; and after his conduct had been de

clared highly meritorious and exemplary, administration

would have been criminally culpable if they had neglected

to give a suitable reward. On the 6th of December the

recess took place, and parliament did not again meet until

1781. the 25th of January. Papers respecting the rupture with

Holland were laid before the houses. Ministers entered

into a detailed vindication of their proceedings, to prove

that the Dutch had violated both general neutrality and

particular treaties ; they contended, that as we had applied

in vain for redress, hostilities were therefore unavoidable.

Opposition members, with their usual ingenuity, endea

voured to demonstrate our enemy to be in the right, and the

British government to be in the wrong; and for that pur

pose they contrasted the present system respecting conti
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nental connexions, with the policy of former periods since CHAP,

the revolution. Ministers replied, that their object was

the same as the purposes of William and Anne, to hum- )7gl

ble the house of Bourbon ; but that the Dutch had, con

trary to wisdom and their own interest, changed their -measures, and, misled by a factious party, assisted their

natural enemies against their natural friends. In answer

to fanciful analogies, taken from remote and dissimilar

periods of history, and theories built upon these, they

referred to the existing case, as proved by authentic docu

ments, to evince that Holland was the aggressor, and by

refusing satisfaction had forced Britain to go to war.

On the 1st of February, Mr. Fox, in pursuance of His motion

his notice, moved, that the appointment of sir Hugh Pal- the ap-

liser to be governor of Greenwich hospital, after he had ^rHugh

been declared by a court martial guilty of having preferred ^alliser.

a malicious and ill-founded accusation against his com

manding officer, was a measure totally subversive of the

discipline, and derogatory to the honour of the navy. He

exhibited the whole detail of the proceedings by or con

cerning admirals Keppel and Palliser, with all their conse

quences, real and supposed, in one view, in order to sup

port by his former arguments the present motion. Ministers

having replied by repeating their former reasonings, offered

an amendment destructive of the original proposition, and

carried it in the affirmative by a majority of two hundred

and fourteen to one hundred and forty-nine.

While Mr. Fox was thus eagerly employed in attack- Mr. Burke

ing ministry, Mr. Burke again attempted to introduce his hla^anof

plan for financial reform ; and from the new parliament cconor,'i-
r , cal reform.

professed to expect a support which he had not experien

ced from the former. The bill itself not being changed

since the former year, and the genius of Mr. Burke having

then brought forward every important argument that could

be adduced, the substance of his reasoning on the present

occasion was necessarily similar to his arguments in the

preceding session : the bill was thrown out at the second

reading, by a majority much smaller than for a long time

had usually voted in favour of ministry.

The debate previous to this division is remarkable for

a circumstance distinct from the intrinsic merits of the
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XXVI ment, the genius of Mr. William Pitt, second son of the

1781 illustrious earl of Chatham. At the general election, this

Beginning youth, in the twenty-second year of his age, entered par-

Chatbam-s liament, while the expectations of all ranks and parties

•ecoud Were aroused in his favour. It was publicly known that
son, Mri _ i . J

William his illustrious father had conceived the highest opinion of

' - his talents and acquirements. Lord Chatham had himself

inspected the education of his children ; and though

immersed in public business, under the pressure of age

and bodily infirmity, with anxious delight had tutored,

formed, and directed the opening understanding of such

a promising son. In every stage of his education, young

Pitt impressed all those who knew himwith admiration of

his talents and acquirements. As he advanced in years,

he had progressively risen in estimation, and was chiefly

eminent for masculine strength and compass of intellectual

powers, rapidly mastering the various departments of

knowledge and science, studying as a scholar, comprehend

ing and generalising, as a philosopher ; bold and original

in conception, profound in research, indefatigable in appli

cation, he had a firmness of temper, which steadily pursu

ed what he perceived to be right, and adhered to his own

plans of conduct, undisturbed by the ridicule of frivolity,

and unseduced by the allurements of vice. At the uni

versity, he was deemed far superior to ordinary men, and

as one destined to transcend his contemporaries as much

in the highest deliberative and executive departments of

public life, as he then surpassed them in the erudition and

science of academic retirement. Some of his friends at

Cambridge proposed that he should stand candidate for

representing the university in parliament, but declining

this honour unless unanimously offered, he was returned

for Poole. In the speech which he now delivered, Mr.

Pitt fully justified the anticipations of the public, and was

considered from that time as an important accession to

parliamentary ability. Although the young orator voted

and spoke on the side of opposition, he did not connect

himself with any of its members as a partv, but, like his

renowned father, he trusted entirely to himself, without

seeking emitkince through the collective influence of acorn



REIGN OP GEORGE HI.
341

 
bination. The same session brought another splendid

addition to parliamentary genius : Mr. Sheridan, after far

surpassing all contemporary writers, and indeed all of the

eighteenth century, in comic poetry, first exhibited in the

senate that strong, brilliant, and versatile genius, which

had acquired the dramatic palm merely because its posses

sor had chosen that species of intellectual exercise.

Sir Philip Jennings Clarke, notwithstanding his JJJJ ^-po.

repeated defeats, resumed his design of excluding contract- lltlcs-

ors from a seat in the house. A bill which he brought in

for that purpose, was thrown out by a majority of one

hundred and twenty to one hundred ; and a bill proposed

by Mr. Crewe, to restrain revenue officers from voting at

elections for members of parliament, met with a similar fate.

India affairs now came before the house : petitions India af-

were presented from the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and extensively

Orissa, complaining that the supreme court of judicature ^p8'^;™

established by the act of 1773, had greatly exceeded its ment.

powers; that it extended its jurisdiction to persons whom

it was not the intention of the king and parliament to sub

ject to its decrees ; that it had taken cognisance of mat

ters both originally and pending the suit, the exclusive

determination of which the petitioners humbly conceived it

to have been the intention of the king and parliament to

leave to other courts ; that the judges considered the

criminal law of England as in force and binding upon the

natives of Bengal, though utterly repugnant to the laws

and customs by which they had formerly been governed.

Petitions were presented to parliament by three classes,

who were affected by what they conceived to be an unwar- "ranted assumption of jurisdiction ; first, by the governor

general and council ; secondly, by the agents of the British

subjects ; and thirdly, by the East India company. A

select committee was, at the instance of general Smith,

appointed to consider India affairs, and the proposer was

nominated chairman. To this committee the petitions

were referred : the investigation of their grounds produced

a variety of information, which afterwards extended the

objects of the inquiry to deliberative and executive acts,

as well as judicative, and eventually laid the foundation cf

a very celebrated prosecution. All parties appeared to
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CHAP, agree, that in the imperfect state of their knowledge of

XX^ '- facts it was proper to proceed with great caution and deli-

17gl cacy, yet on a summary review, the chief members ofTwo com- both sides appeared to think, that there were amonef the

raitteesof , rr . . , °

inquiry are company s servants counteracting interests that very mate-

appomted; rjaUy injured the value of India possessions. The select

committee having been appointed in February, had alrea

dy presented a long report, when intelligence arrived of

such a state of affairs in the Carnatic, as induced the min

ister to propose a secret committee, for the purpose of

inquiring into the general management of the state of

affairs in India, including the farther investigation of the

subjects suggested by the petitions. After some objec-

. tions from opposition to the secrecy, the motion was car

ried, a committee was chosen from both sides of the house,

onehasfor and Mr. Henry Dundas appointed chairman. In conse-

man Mr* quence of the report of the secret committee, a bill was

Henry proposed by general Smith, for a new regulation of the

supreme judicature in India, which, after some partial

Questions changes was passed into a law.

dri/bera"6 The minister submitted various propositions to the

tion re- house respecting Indian affairs, but rather as subjects of

d^afpropo- discussion than as measures for adoption. Of these the

ITrtn- l°rd most important were, Whether it would be proper to

throw the trade to India open ; to grant a monopoly to

another company ; or to bestow a new charter on the pre

sent company, and reserve to the public a great share of

their profits ? Whether it would be proper for the crown

to take the territorial possessions and revenues entirely

into its own hands, or to leave them to the management

of a mercantile company ? These topics underwent a

variety of discussion, but without producing any efficient

resolution during the present session. As themes, how

ever, of reflection and argument, they turned the attention

of members to the contemplation of Indian affairs, and

prepared them for understanding the nature and tendency

of such plans as should be afterwards proposed. Lord

North introduced a temporary and short bill, continuing

the company's monopoly for a limited time, until a more

permanent and comprehensive plan should be formed. By

this' bill the company was to pay four hundred and two
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thousand pounds to government, as a share of its past pro- CHAP,

fits, and also an annual sum in future. XXVI.

In the house of lords the duke of Bolton proposed an 1781

inquiry relative to the capture of the East and West India

convoy, in the course of which much censure was passed

on the general conduct of the navy ; but his grace at length

withdrew his motion. Although the riots had damped Petitions

. . . r . r . . .j from coun-
the spirit or association, yet some ot the counties continued ties for the

to associate for the purpose of procuring a redress ofre!lressof
r r r o grievances.

grievances, and appointed delegates to give support and

efficacy to their acts. These, as acting for their constitu

ents, having assembled, prepared a petition to the house

of commons, stating the alleged grievances, and the desi

red redress. There were many who, admitting the exis

tence of them, and the necessity of a remedy, yet totally

disapproved of such a convention. The petition was

therefore subscribed by three several delegates, in their

individual and not their collective capacities. When pre

sented however to parliament, the powers that had been

assumed by delegates were the chief subjects of animad

version by the opposers of the petition, whiclv was reject

ed by a majority of two hundred and twelve, to one hundred

and thirty-five. The house of commons on this occasion

shewed a jealous vigilance of an encroachment on the

established constitution, by discountenancing a representa

tive system which was formed by detached individuals,

and unknown to the laws of the land.

Near the close of the session an inconvenience that

had arisen from the marriage act 1751, produced the cor

rection of a clause in that law. It had been enacted, that

no marriage could be valid unless it was solemnized in a

church or other place wherein the celebration of nuptials

was lawful before the act. A pauper who had been mar

ried in a chapel erected after that period, being sent with

a large family to the parish wherein he conceived himself

entitled to a settlement as a married man, was refused, on

the ground that, not having complied with the terms of

the statute, he was not a married man. An application

was made to the court of king's bench ; and the judges

though they lamented the hardness of the case, yet, in

conformity to the statute, were under the necessity of jus-
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1781.

Different

opinions of

Messrs.

Fox and

Burke on

the mar-

riage 'aw.

Supplies.

tifying the recusants. Through the ignorance or inad

vertency of the parties and the clergymen, many marriages

were in the same predicament, and great numbers of inno

cent children, without any immoral conduct or intention

on the part of their parents were bastardised. Lord

Beaucamp proposed an act of retrospective operation, legal

ising such marriages, and legitimating their issue. So

humane and equitable a bill was unanimously and speedily

passed. The consideration of this particular clause led

many to take a view of the marriage act in general ; and

among others Mr. Charles Fox, who, employing the argu

ments that had been used in opposition to the bill in 1751,

and especially with distinguished ability by his father,

proposed a total repeal of the law, and brought in a bill

for that purpose : but it was rejected without a division.

Mr. Fox on the occasion viewed the subject in a light

rather democratical, considering the inclination of the con

tracting parties as the sole criterion of proper marriages.

His friend Mr. Burke expressed a different opinion, and

contended, that during the nonage of parties, the sanction

of parents or other nearest relations was requisite in that

act, the most irr.portant of their lives, as well as in others

of less comparative moment. The marriage act (he said) -justly hit the medium between close and mischievous

restraint, and the former laxity which had been the cause

of such disorders, and so many just complaints. Con

cerning the control to which natural liberty should be sub

jected for the sake of general expediency, these two illus

trious friends manifested on this incidental occasion, a

diversity of opinion, which was not much regarded at the

time, but from subsequent proceedings and events has been

carefully noted by examiners of the series and system of

their respective principles and conduct.

The pecuniarv transactions of this year were subjects

of the severest animadversion. The supplies were grant

ed without opposition, though not without reproach of

ministers, for the uselessness, through their misconduct,

of the most lavish grants. Ninety-one thousand seamen

were voted, and, including foreign troops, about eighty

thousand landmen. The whole amount required for the

public service was 22,458,3371. To provide so large a
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sum, besides the ordinary means, with the assistance of CHAP.

contributions from the bank and East India company, twelve

millions were raised by a loan. The subscribers to this 17sl

loan, for every hundred pounds contributed, obtained one Extrava-

hundred and fifty in annuities, after the rate of three per of the no-

cent. per annum, and an additional twenty-five pounds in twUv*nfor

an annuity at four per cent. per annum ; which rate of millions,

interest was to be continued until the annuity should be

redeemed. 480,000l. were raised by a lottery, the tickets

in which were distributed among the subscribers in the

proportion of four tickets for every thousand pounds sub

scribed. By comparing the terms of this loan with the

price of thet.several funds on which it was negotiated, it

was immediately seen that subscribers had a gain of more

than ten per cent. besides the current interest, and in fact

the omnium bore an immediate premium of ten per cent.

The bestowal of such very advantageous terms on the sub

scribers to the loan underwent a severe scrutiny. Mr.

Fox inveighed against it, as, in the first place, a much less

favourable bargain than might have been obtained. The ,

minister had been offered money to the amount of thirty-

eight millions, at five per cent. without any premium, and

had chosen to borrow it at sixteen per cent. for the first year,

making near six per cent. for everd, and imposing an unne

cessary annuity on this country, of near one hundred thou

sand pounds. Mr. Fox contended, in very forcible reason-

d Average price of three per cents.

was 58 1-2 therefore 150 was

Four per cents, at 72 1-2, 25 is

Lotteiy tickets at 121. 10s. four for

10001. is 501., for 100

/. I. -«*.

87 15 0

18 2 (

9 0 0

110 17 •

The current interest was for each hundred pounds 41. 10s. in the three per

cents. 101. in the four, and 151. on the lottery tickets ; so that the minister paid a

Premium of near eleven per cent, for borrowing at more than legal interest.

Interest of loan - - 5 5 0

Interest of premium - - 0 10 9

15

1 5s.9d. heyond legal interest on each 1001.

151 9d 12,000,0001. 94,5001.
Thus an annuity of 94,5001. is forever paid by this country more than was neces

sary for the same sum of money, if lord North bad made the best tewns he could

f&r the good of his country.

Vol. II. Y y
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CHAP, ing, that such was not the conduct of a competent and faith-

^J^^ ful steward ; that the minister must either have been grossly

1781. ignorant, criminally negligent, or willfully treacherous" to

his country. He could not be so ignorant as to suppose

it was better to pay six per cent. than five ; neither could

- it be imputed to negligence, because the subscribers were

the minister's own particular friends. His favourite con

tractor, Mr Atkinson, for one, had the disposal of three

millions three hundred thousand, the immediate profit of

which was three hundred and thirty thousand pounds.

The other shares were also distributed among the minis

ter's adherents. Mr. Fox proposed that the lists of both

subscribers and proposers should be laid before the house.

Lord North by no means consented to the application of

this test ; cautiously avoiding a detailed answer to Mr.

Fox, he in general declared that he had made the best

bargain he could, but opposed all inquiry into its circum

stances. Hurtful, Mr. Fox observed, as the financial

waste was to the pecuniary interest of the country, it was

still more injurious to political, by feeding corruption

already so enormous. Mr. Fox so completely discussed

this subject, that though afterwards frequently debated

both by the commons and the peers, no new facts or argu

ments were adduced.

Lord The impartial historian cannot justify the public stew-

corrupt"- ar<^ for so prodigal a waste of the public money ; but must

himself, exhibit the twelve millions loan of 1781 as very inconsis-

wastefui tent with the character of an able and upright minister.

Mothers" ^n tne otner hand, however, he will not hastily impute such

donatives to personal corruption. The individual integrity

qf lord North has never been impeached ; his bitterest

political enemies never alleged that there was any defal

cation of national treasure for his own use ;e but what his

own rectitude prevented in himself, his inattention suffer

ed in others. With great talents, and manifold acquire

ments, of an acute understanding, and benevolent dispo

sitions the minister possessed a constitutional indolence,

'which, when mingled with good nature, often allows to

friends and connexions much more indulgence than the

e Personal enmity, the amiable character of this minister, has, I belie«,

never provoked.
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stern austerity of rigid morality would permit; and in CHAP,

gratifying the wishes, or promoting the interest of the XXVI-

objects of its attachment, frequently transcends the bounds

of duty. From this source probably arose the largesses lneffi«t,

of a minister, than whom no one did more to serve his entfami

friends. At the same time, a considerable portion of his benevolent

^ . . . . . disposi-

donatives must be imputed to political considerations, to tions,with-

the desire of extending his influence, and fortifying him- ness^fre-

self against the formidable host by which he was assailed, so'ation, in

On the 18th of July the session was closed with a situations*

speech from the throne, in which the king thanked his risesT"1

parliament for their exertions during so long and impor

tant a session. He expressed his satisfaction that, in the

midst of the difficulties of so complicated and extensive

a war, the ancient spirit of the British nation was not

diminished. He approved highly of the consideration

that had been bestowed on the affairs of India, and trust

ed the business would be resumed and completed at their

next meeting. " Peace (he concluded) is the earnest wish.

" of my heart, but I have too firm a reliance on the spirit

" and resources of the nation, and the powerful assistance

** of my parliament, and the protection of a just and all

** ruling Providence, to accept in any terms and condi-

" tions, than such as may consist with the honour and

" dignity of my crown, and the permanent interest and,

" security of my people."

1
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East Indies—^Hyder Ally invades the Carnatic.—colonel

Baillie defeats him, but is drawn into an ambuscade,

overpowered by numbers, and destroyed.—Rapid pro

gress of Hyder.—Consternation at Madras'—alarm

reaches Calcutta.—Sir Eyre Coote sent to command in

the Carnatic—comparatively small army.—Plan of ope

rations for 1781.—Successive victories over Hyder.—

Coote restores the British affairs in the Carnatic—

Admiral Hughes destroys Hyder 's shipping on the Ma

labar coast—reduces Dutch settlements.—Europe.—

Plans of the house of Bourbon when reinforced by the

Dutch.—French invade the island of Jersey—are at

first successful, but finally repelled.—Blockade of Gib

raltar—British feet supplies the garrison with provi

sions—Spaniards resolve to attempt its reduction by

. storm—immense preparations for this purpose.—General

Elliot.—Grand scheme for totally discomfiting the ene

my—bold, masterly, and complete disposition—sally of

. November 27th—entirely destroys the enemy's prepara

tions.—Darby endeavours to bring the enemy's fleet to

battle, but in vain.—The combined fleet of forty-nine

ships of the line sails to the channel—British fleet of

thirty ships keeps the sea.—The hostile Armada, not

withstanding its superiority, will not venture an attack

—retires to harbour.—British trade protected.—Admi

ral Kempenfeldt intercepts a French convoy.—War with

Holland.—Action off the Dogger-bank. Commodore

"Johnstone's expedition to the cape ofGood Hope—though

not entirely successful, captures several valuable prizes.

—West Indies.—Tremendous hurricane in the Leeward

Islands—in Jamaica—humane endeavours to alleviate

the distresses.—Campaign opens.—Reduction of St.

Eustatius.—Holland experiences the folly of going to

war with Britain.—De Grasse arrives in the West In

dies with a greater fleet than the British,—Admiral
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ffood, detached by Rodney, offers battle to the French"-*

they will not venture a close engagement, but keep a

running fight.—A French armament invades Tobago—

small garrison there—character and gallant defence of

Governor Fergusson—his judicious and kind treatment of

his negroes—their gratitude, fidelity , and valour—over

powered by numbers, yields by an /honourable capitula

tion.—Rodney endeavours to meet de Grasse, who avoids

an encounter.—Spaniards reduce West Florida.*—Last

efforts of Britain for the recovery of North America-—

general misinformation andfalse conclusions ofministers

—magnify every transient success sanguine hopes

from the reduction of Carolina delusive.—Object and

plan of the campaign 1781.—Lord Cornwallis begins

his march.—Expedition of light troops—defeat of the

enterprising and brave Tarleton—disadvantage to the

British from this disaster.—Battle of Guilford—Corn

wallis successful, but with considerable loss.—Operations

of lord Rawdon in Carolina—enterprise, skill, and ge

nius of that commander, but by great superiority of

numbers is cut offfrom communication with Cornwallis

—returns to Britain—is succeeded by colonel Stewart,

who is obliged to act on the defensive.—Cormvallis enters

Virginia—reaches Williamsburg—opposed by an Ameri

can and French force—establishes himself at Gloucester,

in expectation of cooperation from general Clinton.—

French and American army near New York.—Washing

ton projects to march against Cormvallis, without being

followed by Clinton—dexterous stratagem by which fie

overreaches the British commander—with his armyjoins

the forces in Virginia.—Cornwallis surrounded—expect

ing succours from Clinton resolves to defend himself to

the last—skilful and gallant defence—a French feet-

blocks up the river—our brave general still holds out—

the garrison fast diminishes—<t general assault prepar

ed—finding himself totally unable to resist, lord Corn

wallis at length surrenders.

WE left Hyder AUy preparing to enter the Car- CHA

natic : for this purpose he had collected a mighty army. ^-v-

Tha fiprce pn fhe Madras establishment amounted to ahout 1751
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XXVII. ceSj either in quarters, garrison, or upon various detach-ed services ; part was employed in the Malabar coast,

East and a very valuable detachment was on the Guntoor cir-

Indies. car^ under tne conduct of colonel Baillie. The presiden

cy of Madras was not sufficiently impressed with a sense

of the nature and extent of Hyder's designs, and by no

means employed prudent precautions to secure passes,

Hyder and fortify posts, to prevent his inroads. Hyder having

vades'thc made his way through the Ghauts, on the 22d of July

Camatic. 178O advanced without opposition into the level country,

with desolation and terror, while his son, Tippoo Saib,

was sent to the northern circars. Hyder Ally besieged

the city of Arcot, which its nabob defended in such a

manner as to excite great suspicion of his fidelity. Tip

poo Saib advanced with a great body of cavalry upon the

northern circars, whilst at the opposite extremity differ

ent parties of the enemy were approaching to Madras and

the borders of Tinivelly country. Sir Hector Munro,

the British general, formed the design of compelling

Hyder to raise the siege, and himself effecting a junc

tion with Baillie's detachment, which was marching to

the south. Hyder on the approach of Munro's army

raised the siege, but occupied such a position as intercept

ed the communication between colonel Baillie and the

main army. Baillie, meanwhile, with a force consisting

of above two hundred Europeans and eighteen hundred

Sepoys, encountered Tippoo Saib at the head of thirty

thousand horse and eight thousand foot, at a place called

Baillie de- Perimbaucum/ where he made masterly dispositions to

at Perim- withstand the prodigious superiority of number. After

baucum; a very 5evere action the British gained a complete victory,

but for want of cavalry were unable to preserve their bag

gage. Baillie found that from the intervention of Hyder's

army he could not make good a junction with general

Munro, and at the same that it would be impossible

long to retain his present post foi* want of provisions.

f See Memoirs of the, war in Asia, from 1780 to 1784, by Dr. AVilliam

Thompson.*

* Sec Life of Dr. W. T. in Phillips's Public Characters for 1803.
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He sent intelligence of his situation to sir Hector ; and CHAP,

colonel Fletcher was despatched to his assistance, who, XXV1L

after narrowly escaping being betrayed by his guides, 1781 •

effected a junction with Baillie. Their detachments now

prepared to force their way to the British army. Hyder

pretended a resolution not to oppose them, and to change

his position, but really formed an ambuscade round the but iaroad by which they were to pass ; while a body of his caval- a'i ambus-

ry, by various movements, diverted the attention of the

English camp. On the 10th of September, Baillie's

corps advanced into the toils, and were soon surrounded

by forty thousand men, besides a corps of European artil

lery. Notwithstanding this surprise, the English leader Vafonr of

made a masterly disposition and gallant resistance. The troops'.' '

Mysore troops were giving way in the greatest consterna

tion, and victory appeared to be in the hands of the

British, when a fatal accident reversed the fortune of the

day : the tumbrils which contained the ammunition sud

denly blew up with two dreadful explosions in the centre

of the British lines ; one whole face of their column was

entirely laid open, and their artillery overturned and de

stroyed. The destruction of men was great, but the total

loss of.ammunition was still more dreadful to the survivors.

Tippoo Saib instantly seized the moment of advantage, Overpow-

and attacked the broken column with his cavalry : he was erei1,,,y

i r t r • r numbers.

soon followed by the French corps, the first line of infan

try, and entirely overpowered the Sepoys in the British

service, who, after displaying the most intrepid valour, •were cut to pieces. Baillie himself being dangerously

wounded, rallied his handful of Britons, formed a square,

-and his soldiers, without ammunition, fighting with their

bayonets, repulsed the Asiatic host, until exhausted rather

than conquered they fell, and were trampled by horses

and elephants. Among the killed was the brave colonel

Fletcher j colonel Baillie, and about two hundred Euro*

peans, were taken prisoners, and exposed to every insult

and cruelty that the ingenuity of barbarians could inflict,

while nothing could exceed their sufferings but the mag

nanimous and indignant fortitude with which they were
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1781.

Alarm at

%tadra> ;

CHAP, borne.11 This disaster threw the presidency into great

XXVII. consternation and terror } they considered the Carnatic on

the eve of being lost, and Madras itself in the greatest

danger. Hyder soon resumed the siege of Arcot, took

it by assault on the 3d of November, and, three days

after, the citadel, though capable of a much longer de

fence if the nabob had been resolutely faithful. The suc

cesses of Hyder caused alarm even at Calcutta : the

supreme council placed little reliance on the efforts of the

Madras presidency, but having resolved to assist that set

tlement, and wishing to be assured of the proper applica

tion of their aid, they passed a resolution, entreating sir

Sir Eyre Eyre Coote, a member of their own body and commander

tocom-6"' 'n chief of the forces in India, to take the command of the

niand in army in the Carnatic. The governor general exerted him-

tia. "* self to reinforce the army destined to act against Hyder, and

to provide money for paying and supplying the troops.

It was concerted that general Coote should sail immedi

ately for Madras, while admiral Hughes should direct hi»

operations against the ports and shipping of Hyder on the

Malabar coast. Sir Eyre Coote arrived at Madras at the

close of the year 1780, where he found affairs in a more

dismal situation than he had conceived : Hyder Ally had

taken every measure which could occur to the most ex

perienced general,1 to distress the British, and to render

himself formidable. His military conduct was supported

by a degree of political address unequalled by any prince

or leader that had yet appeared in Hindostan : his army

was now augmented to more than a hundred thousand

Gompara- men, while the force of general Coote did not exceed

sma'u seven thousand. On the conduct of the general, invigo-

airoy. rating and directing this small band, depended the fate of

the Carnatic, and probably of all British India.

Encouraged by his victories, Hyder had besieged

the fortresses of Vellore, Wandewash, Permacoil, and

Chingleput. Having called a council of war, composed

of sir Hector Monro, lord Macleod, and general Stuart,

h See narrative of the sufferings of the officers and man,

War iu Asia, passim.

i This is thi sht-stance of Coote-s first letter from Madras to the India

direotorj-.
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the commander' in chief consulted them whether it would CHAP.

be better to relieve these garrisons, or proceed immedi- xxv".

ately against the enemy's army. The former alternative .

was unanimously adopted, and in a few weeks the British Flan of

general obliged Hyder to raise all the sieges, reinforced forim?*

and supplied the garrisons. The French inhabitants of

Pondicherry, notwithstanding the generous treatment

which they had received from the English, behaved with

the most ungrateful perfidy ; they admitted a garrison in

the interests of Hyder, and collected a large store ..of

provision, evidently intended to support a fleet and army Successive

which were . expected from the Mauritius; but Coote victories

effectually crushed this nefarious project, by taking away inthe

their arms',; .destroying the boats, and removing the Cimiatl&

provisions.

These operations, though attended with success,' sp

exhausted the army of Coote, originally small, as to ren- ^der an immediate attack upon the i army of Mysore ex

tremely imprudent, unless it should prove absolutely

necessarv. Hyder, on the other hand, finding his sol

diers discouraged by the late victories of their adversa

ries, did not deem it expedient to compel the British to

an engagement; and during several months no conflicts

of anv importance took place between the armies. Hyder

at length, being strongly reinforced, made preparations for

the siege of Tritchinopoly. Sir Eyre Coote proposed to

march with the army to Porto Novo, as well that he

might frustrate the design of the enemy, as to repress his

depredation on the side of Tanjore and the southern pro

vinces. The British army Was small, and very indiffer

ently provided;: for the field, but the situation of affairs .

admitted but of one alternative, either southern India

must be abandoned, or an effort must be made for its

preservation; and this was one of the cases which have

often occurred in British history, in which the most

adventurous boldness was the wisest policy.

.Impelled by these considerations, the British general,

with a. small but valiant band, on the 16th of June set

out in quest of the Mysorean myriads, and arrived at

Porto Novo ; thence he made an attempt on the fortress

of Chillumbrum, but was obliged to retire : nevertheless,

Vol. II. Z z
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to battle, to which their commander was now much less

,j-81 indisposed than in the earlier part of the " campaign.

Hyder was so powerfully reinforced, that confident in his

. strength, and elated with the repulse of the English, heresolved to hazard an engagement, rather than relinquish

his design on Tritchinopoly and the adjacent provinces.

Determined to fight, he advanced to meet the English

armv, and chose a very advantageous position within a

short distance of Coote. One of the great difficulties

of the English army was the impossibility of obtaining

intelligence respecting the force and situation of the

enemy. Clouds of Hyder's cavalry hovered round our

camp, and overspread the country on all sides, farther

than the eye coidd reach; therefore it was not only im

practicable to send out a reconnoitring party, but even A

single scout could not escape detection. Several men

were despatched for intelligence, but none returned ; and

the British commander could procure no farther know

ledge of the number and disposition of the enemy, than

the short view from his own advanced posts admitted.'

Thus compelled to proceed in the dark, Coote coul^d form

iio previous plan of action, but was obliged to trust en

tirely to his invention, which must instantaneously devise

plans and expedients, according to the discoveries which

he should make concerning the Mysoreans. Such are

perhaps the most trying circumstances in which a general

can be placed ; they demand not merely courage, nor even

the habitual skill of professional experience framing cus-

tomriry plans for common situations ; extrication and suc

cess were to depend on genius, which . must form and

adapt its combinations to a new case, with a correspondent

.self-possession of faculties, and promptitude', of execu

tion. These qualities the fate of the Carnai-tc required

in the commander to whom it was intrusted, and they

were found in sir Eyre Coote. ...;c. ,.

Battle of On the 1st of July, at five in the morning, the British

Forto drums beat to arms ; at seven, the troops, consisting of

seventeen hundred Europeans, and three thousand five

hundred Sepoys, marched out of the camp in two lines;

the first being commanded by sir Hector Monro, and the
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second by general Stuart. This body of five thousand ^J**"-

two hundred, with a proportionable quantity of artillery, y^-v-w

advanced to meet an enemy of seventy thousand, with a i78t,-

powerful train, directed by European officers. On the

right was the sea; and on the left, numerous bodies of

the enemy's cavalry as before precluded intelligence and

observation. After an hour's march, our troops entered

a plain, skirted by an eminence, on which the army of

Hyder was posted, being flanked on both sides bv strong

batteries of artillery, and vigorously and skilfully fortified

in front. The English general, from this position, saw

that the success of his handful depended on the first im

pression ; the design which he thence formed was to direct

bis efforts against a part, and cause a confusion which

might extend to the rest of the army. With this view Abie plan

he narrowed his front, so arranged his men as to be nearly ^J. the Un

covered from the cannon of the enemy, and assailed their tish gene-

left wing diagonally : this prompt and happy movement

decided the fortune of the day; attacked in such an un

expected manner, the Mysoreans were thrown into disor

der. Hyder dexterously and speedily changed his front, Conduct

in order to encounter the English with his whole force, *j! ihvealour

and attempted at once to separate the British lines, and to enemy,

surround them both. His dispositions for these purposes

were masterly; but the respective efforts of Monro and

Stuart, with the superintending conduct of Coote, proved

invincible. The Mysoreans fought valiantly, but the Complete

British continuing to pursue the advantage which their Jv^bS.

first attack had produced, after an obstinate contest of tish.

seven hours, put the enemy completely to the route, and

obtained a decisive victory. The battle of Porto Novo

will ever be accounted an important epoch in the history

of British India: it broke the spell which the defeat of Ie5gant

colonel Bailie had formed, destroyed the awe that was

attached to the name of Hyder Ally, and by its effects,

both on the relative power and authority of the belligerent

parties, may be considered as the salvation of India.k

" So little," *says the historian of the war in Asia, " can

" human sagacity penetrate into the maze of future events,

k See Thompson-s \V,r in Asia, p. &5—366,
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" that the repulse at Chillumbrum, which seemed preg-

" nant with danger, by encouraging Hyder to venture an

" engagement, changed the whole face of our affairs in the

" Carnatic"

Coote being soon reinforced by a body of troops from

Bengal, reduced Passore, a place of considerable impor

tance, and well stored with provisions. Meanwhile Hyder,

being joined by his son Tippoo with a fresh supply of

troops, hazarded a second battle ; but on the 27th of

August, after displaying his usual skill and intrepidity,

he1 was again defeated. Undismayed by these losses, he

ventured a third engagement on the 27th of September,

in which British prowess continued triumphant. He even

afterwards manifested a wish for a fresh trial, but found his

troops so disheartened as not to second his desire. He

was now compelled to retreat into the interior country, to

abandon the advantages of the -former year, and to leave

the English possessions in undoubted security. Such was

the change effected by the ability and conduct of sir Eyre

Coote in 1781. 1

Meanwhile sir Edward Hughes by his naval efforts

powerfully cooperated in annoying the enemies of Eng

land ; he destroyed Hyder's shipping in his own ports,

and thereby blasted in the bud his hopes of becoming a

maritime power. Informed of the war with Holland, he

immediately attacked the Dutch settlement of Negapatam,

which was defended by five hundred Europeans, seven

hundred Malays, four thousand five hundred Sepoys, and

two thousand three hundred of Hyder's troops. Admi

ral Hughes was in this expedition assisted by a land force

under sir Hector Munro : their joint efforts reduced this

place in three weeks, acquired a very considerable bootv,

and compelled Hyder to evacuate Tanjore. About the

same time} the British factory in the island of Sumatra,

with the assistance of captain Clements and a small squa

dron of ships, subdued all the Dutch settlements on the

west coasts of the island.

In Europe, the Bourbon princes, reinforced by the Dutch,

formed a comprehensive plan of operations ; they propos-

-" 1 Annual Register, 1781.
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ed to subdue Jersey, to attack our naval armaments on CHAP,

our own coast, to invade Minorca, and accomplish the reduc- y^-^^

tion of Gibraltar. In January, the baron de Rullecourt 178,

invaded the island of Jersey, and leaving a small garri- Pji™'16™

son at Grouville, marched to St. Helier. Having besieg- the house

ed the avenues of the town, he surprised the guard in the ^e™'^

dark, and possessed the market place without noise; and forced, by ,

at the break of day, the inhabitants were astonished to The

find themselves in the hands of the enemy. Major Cor- ^j"^^

bet, deputy governor, with the magistrates and principal island of

inhabitants, being brought prisoners to the court house, Atfi«t

the French commander wrote terms of capitulation, by ^"(Tre*"'-

which the island was to be surrendered to France, the finally re-

troops to lay down their arms, and to be conveyed to Eng- pulsul-

land. The lieutenant governor represented, that no act

could have the smallest validity in his present situation,

and that the officers and troops were too well informed of

their duty to pay any regard to his acts while a prisoner ;

but his remonstrance was unavailing, Rullecourt was pe- •remptory in his demand, and Corbet, under the impression

of the moment, too precipitately signed the capitulation."'

The French commander summoned Elizabeth castle to

surrender on the prescribed terms ; but this fortress was

preserved by the conduct and fortitude of captains Ayl-

ward and Mulcaster, who having retired thither at the

first alarm, prepared against a sudden attack, rejected the

summons with great spirit, and peremptorily refused to

pay the smallest regard to the capitulation, or to any

orders which should be issued by the lieutenant governor

in his present circumstances. Meanwhile the alarm ex

tended, and the nearest troops rushed with the utmost

expedition towards the point of danger, and immediately

formed on an eminence near the town, under the conduct

of major Pierson of the ninety-fifth regiment. Rullecourt

required the British commander immediately to yield ;

the gallant officer replied, that if the French leader and

troops did not within twenty minutes lay down their arms

and surrender themselves prisoners of war, he should

attack them the instant that period was expired. Pierson

m Annual Register, 1781.
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CHAP: made a very masterly disposition of his forces, and when

XX\!F. tjje Specifieci time was elapsed, began the conflict with

such an union of impetuosity and skill as soon gained a

decisive victory. The French general being mortally

wounded, the next in command seeing the hopelessness

of their situation, requested the lieutenant governor to

resume his authority, and to accept of their surrender as

prisoners of war. The satisfaction arising from this vic

tory was greatly diminished by the fall of the hero to

whom it was owing ; fighting at the head of conquering

troops, the gallant pierson was killed in the twenty-fifth

year of his age. The redoubt at Grouville was immedi

ately attacked and retaken, and the whole of the French

invading party was either killed or taken prisoners : thus

ended the second attempt of France on the island of

Jersey.

Blockade The blockade of Gibraltar continued, and notwith-

oMjibral- standing the supply of provisions which had been brought

by admiral Rodney in the preceding year, the garrison

began to feel the distresses of restricted food : so early

as October 1780, the governor had been obliged to deduct

a quarter of a pound from each man's daily allowance of

bread, and to confine the consumption of meat to a pound

and a half, a week, which, from being so long kept, was

now scarcely eatable. The inhabitants were redticed to

still greater difficulties ; after the supply which the Eng

lish fleet had brought, and. even earlier, not a single vessel

• arrived with provisions or necessaries, either from the

neighbouring shores of Barbary, or any of the more dis

tant coasts of Africa ; so that, with every other misfor

tune, they were at once cut off from that great and long

established source of a cheap and plentiful market, and

reduced to depend entirely for relief on the casual arrival

of a few small Minorcan vessels, whose cargoes were in

sufficient, and prices immoderate." To this distressing

n The following account, enpiod from the Annual Register of 1710,

and with the usual accuracy of that valuable performance, clearly illustrates the

N . distressed state of the garrison :—" Of the most common and indispensable ne

cessaries of life; bad ship biscuit, full of worms, was sold at a shilling a pound ;

flour and heef, m not much better condition, at the same price ; old dried pease

at a third more; thy worst salt, hall dirt, the sweepings of ships' bottoms and

store houses, at eight-pence ; old Irish, salt butter at half a crown ; the worst
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situation both the soldiers and inhabitants submitted, not CHAP,

only without murmur, but with universal cheerfulness.

In such circumstances, the interest and honour of Britain lm

required, that one of the first measures of the campaign

should be the relief of Gibraltar ; and early in spring,

a great fleet, under the conduct of the admirals Darby,

Ditjby, and sir J. I.ockhart Ross, was fitted out for this

service. The French and Spaniards boasted that they

would, defeat the execution of this design ; thereby con

ceiving a vain hope of deterring Britain from the attempt.

Tlie English fleet consisted of twenty-eight sail of the

line. A French armament of twenty-six ships was ready

at Brest, while thirty Spanish ships were parading in the

bay of Cadiz. France was much more intent on her own

designs of overpowering the British in America and the

West Indies, and cooperating with the native powers of

East, than on seconding the project of Spain against

Gibraltar; instead of seeking a junction with the fleet of

her allies, she sent her principal naval force, under count

de Grasse, to the western world, and a strong squadron

under Suffrein to the eastern. The British fleet left St.

Helens on the 13th of March, and were obliged to delay

some days on the coast of Ireland, waiting for victuallers

from Cork. It had also under its convoy the East and

West India fleets : having conducted these merchantmen

beyond the reach of the enemy's fleets, admiral Darby • <steered for Gibraltar with his naval force, and ninety-

seven victuallers. On the 12th of April he arrived off Jt^^[-

Cadiz, where he saw the Spanish fleet lying at anchor, supplies

and evidently disposed to afford him no opposition. The ^nwitl"-

British admiral having sent forward the convoy under provisions,

cover of a few men of war and frigates, cruised with his

sort of brown sugar brought the same price ; and English farthing candles were

sold at six-pence a piece.

" But fresh provisions bore still more exorbitant prices, even when the

arrival of vessels from the Mediterranean opened a market: turkeys sold at

three pounds twelve shillings a piece; sucking pigs at two guineas; ducks at

half a guinea ; and small hens sold at nine shillings a pfece. A guinea was re

fused for a calf-s pluck ; and one pound seven shillings asked for an ox-s head.

To heighten evapy distress, the tiring was so nearly exhausted as scarcely to af

ford a sufficiency for the most indispensable culinary purposes; so that all the

linen of the town and garrison was washed in cold water, and worn without iron

ing. This want was severely felt in the wet season, which, notwithstanding the

general warmth of the climate, is exceedingly cold at Gibraltar."
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CHAP, fleet off, the streights, in hopes of enticing the enemy to

-^^ ^ hazard an engagement; but the Spanish armament re

mained in its former station. A vexatious, though not

formidable enemy greatly annoyed the British fleet ; dur

ing the siege several gun boats, constructed at Algeziras

on the ' western side of Gibraltar bay, by night crossed

and fired on the town and garrison. When the convoy

was in the bay, about twenty of these boats sailed, under

the benefit of a calm, every morning from Algeziras, and

with a fixed and steady aim regularly cannonaded and

bombarded our .ships ; but as soon as the wind at its stat

ed hour began to spring up, they immediately fled, and

were pursued in vain. These efforts were merely trou

blesome, without effecting any material damage, to the

The Span- shipping, and the garrison was completely supplied. En-

solve to' at. raged at this disappointment of her expectations to reduce

tempt its Gibraltar by blockade, Spain redoubled her exertions for

iiy storm, compassing her object by force. She raised the most stu-

Immense pendous works, and placed on them the most formidable

tions for artillery that had ever been emploved in a siege : a hun-

llose.llU'" dred and seventy pieces of cannon, and eighty mortars,

ca°,SoU't]e poured their fire upon Elliot's brave garrison. This

ami hom- dreadful cannonade and bombardment was continued night

bardment. and jav ror many months, without intermission. No

thing, it was said, and may well be conceived, could be

more terribly sublime than the view and report of this

scene to those who observed them from the neighbouring

hills of Barbary and Spain, during the night, especially in

the beginning, when the cannonade of the enemy being

returned with still superior power by general Elliot, the

whole rock seemed to vomit out fire, and all distinction of

parts were lost in flame and smoke. While the fleet con

tinued in the bay, general Elliot retorted the enemy's at

tack with a prodigious shower of fire ; but as it was a

standing maxim with that experienced and wise com

mander, never to waste, his ammunition, and as the great

and evidently increasing difficulty of supply rendered this

caution still more essentially necessary, he soon retrench

ed in that respect, and seemed to behold unconcerned the

fury and violence of the enemy. It was calculated, that

during three weeks the Spaniards expended fifty ton of
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powder each day : after that time, however, they relaxed chAP.

their efforts, and were more sparing in the consumption of

ammunition. The impression made on the garrison by ,rsl

these exertions was very disproportionate to the labour and

expense of the enemy. The whole loss, from the 12th

of April to the end of June, amounted to only one com

missioned officer and fifty-two private men killed, and to

seven officers and two hundred and fifty-three privates

wounded. The damage of the works was too trifling to

give any concern to the defenders, but the duty and fa

tigue were extremely great. The town suffered dreadful

damage : the inhabitants consisted of various nations and

religions ; the English amounted only to five hundred, the

Roman catholics to near Wo thousand, and the Jews were

little short of nine hundred. Those who escaped destruc

tion from the cannonade and bombardment embraced every

opportunity of leaving so dangerous a situation, and re

moved either to England or to the neighbouring countries.

However the Spaniards found they might destroy the lives

and effects of individuals, they could not advance their ob

ject by all their operose labour, and therefore towards the

close of the summer suspended their efforts.

General Elliot meanwhile appeared to employ General

himself in strengthening his defences, while he was really En**t

meditating a terrible blow on the camp of the enemy.

Having seen that the preparations of the Spaniards were

arrived at the highest possible perfection, he conceived a

project of frustrating all their mighty efforts, by attacking,

storming, and destroying their works. He employed the

greatest part of autumn in making the most complete ar

rangements for executing the whole and every. part of this

grand design. His object was to attack the fortifications

on every side at the same instant : to effect this purpose.

he distributed his various forces where the several parts

could respectively be most efficient, and in such relative

positions as rendered cooperation most easy, expeditious,

and impressive. To fertility of invention, the genius of

Elliot united a comprehensiveness of mind,. which grasped

objects in all their bearings and relations, cool and vigor

ous judgment, and nice discrimination ; with the greatest

exactness het adjusted his plan in all departments, and

Vol. II. A a a
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made provisions for every probable contingency. The

time he fixed for his enterprise was a night during the

darkness of winter. On the 27th of November, at three

in the morning, the British force marched in the follow

ing order : the troops were divided into three columns ;

the centre was commanded by the Hanoverian lieutenant

colonel Dachenhausen, the column on the right by lieuten

ant colonel Hugo of the same corps, and the body on the

left by lieutenant colonel Trig of the 12th regiment; the

reserve was led by major Maxwell of the 73d ; a party of

seamen, in two divisions, was conducted by the lieuten

ants Campbell and Muckle of the Brilliant and Porcu

pine royal frigates ; and the whole body was headed by

brigadier general Ross. In each column there was an

advanced corps, a body of pioneers, a party of artillery,men carrying combustibles, a sustaining corps, and a re

serve in the rear. With such silence did they march,

that the enemy had not the smallest suspicion of their ap

proach, until an universal attack conveyed the tremendous

intimation. The ardour of our troops was every where

irresistible : the Spaniards, astonished, confounded, and

dismayed, fled with the utmost precipitation, and aban

doned those immense works of so much labour, time, and

expense. The whole efforts of Spanish power and skill

for two years, the chief object of their pride and exulta

tion, were in two hours destroyed by British genius direct

ing British intrepidity, ardour, and skill. The most won

derful exertions were made by the pioneers and artillery

men, who spread their fire with such astonishing rapidity,

that in half an hour two mortar batteries of ten thirteen

inch mortars, the batteries of heavy cannon, with all the

lines of approach, communication, and traverse, were in

flames, and every thing subject to the action of fire was

finally reduced to ashes. The mortars and cannon were

spiked, and their beds, carriages, and platforms destroyed,

The magazines blew up one after another in the course of

the conflagration. Before daybreak the British force,

having completely executed their grand project, returned

to the garrison.

Admiral Darby having, in vain, endeavoured to

draw the Spanish fleet to an engagement, after relieving
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Gibraltar returned to protect the channel. Meanwhile CHAP.

monsieur de Guischen, understanding that the British fleet XXvrI-

no longer intervened between Brest and Cadiz, sailed with ,781

eighteen ships of the line to join the Spanish fleet, and to Darby en-

support it in the invasion of Minorca; which, next* to bring the

Gibraltar, was the principal European object of Spanish gn*rJJ Jat -

ambition. They set sail for Cadiz in the end of July, tie, but in

having ten thousand land forces on board; proceeding ™^ oom.

with these to the Mediterranean, they left them at Minor- Mned fleet

ca, and returning to the Atlantic, directed their course to nine ships^

the English channel, with forty-nine ships of the line. ^{J^tjj!

Their reasons for taking this direction were various : they channel,

proposed to prevent succours from being sent to Minorca,

and to intercept our homeward bound fleets, which were

expected at this time to return, and a large outward

bound convoy on the eve of sailing from Cork. So

little had we foreseen or suspected their design, that

the combined fleets had formed a line from Ushant

to the Scilly islands, to bar the entrance into the channel,

before it was known in England that they were arrived in

the ocean. Admiral Darby, then in the channel, had

almost fallen in with the enemy, with only twenty ships of

the line, when the accidental meeting of a neutral vessel

informed him of their situation and force. The British

admiral returned to Torbay to wait for reinforcements,

and instructions from the admiralty. His fleet was soon

joined by so many ships as to amount to thirty sail of the TheBri-

line : he now received orders to put to sea for the protec- Jhirt^rffipil

tion of the homeward bound merchantmen; but, as the of the line

• • Keel)s the
enemy was so much superior, to avoid a close and deci- sea,

sive engagement, unless absolutely necessary for the pre

servation of the convoy. Meanwhile the French admiral

proposed to attack the British fleet in its station at Tor-

bay, but was overruled by his Spanish colleague. That

commander represented the state both of the ships and

men, of whom, especially the Spaniards, great numbers

were sick, as depriving them really of that superiority

which they possessed in appearance. They therefore

directed their attention entirely to the interception of Bri

tish merchandise. But very stormy weather obliged them
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convoy.

CHAP, to return, in the beginning of September, to Brest, where

XX\ H. tne prenck going into port, the Spaniards proceeded to

1781 their own coasts. Darby, after conducting the expected

merchantmen into harbour, returned himself to Plymouth

in November.

The French refitted their fleet with the utmost expe

dition. Notwithstanding the lateness of the season, they

proposed to reinforce count de Grasse with both troops

and ships of war in the west, and to support him with

stores i to reinforce and supply Suflrein in the east ; and

to rejoin the Spanish fleet, that they might prevent Eng

land from relieving Minorca. The several squadrons

. and convoys were ordered to sail together as far as theircourse lay in the same direction. The British admiral

heard of this preparation and its objects, but without

being accurately informed of its force, which amounted to

Admiral nineteen ships of the line. They despatched admiral

Kempen- Kempenfeldt with twelve ships of the line, one fiftv irun
feldt inter- . r , _ . . .r _ J °

cepts a ship, and tour frigates, to intercept the trench squadron

and convoy. The British admiral descried the enemy

on the 12th of December, when the fleet and convoy were

dispersed by a hard gale of wind, and the latter consider

ably behind. He endeavoured to avail himself of this

situation,- by first cutting off the cqnvoy, and afterwards

fighting the fleet. For the intended service, admiral

Kempenfeldt's number of frigates was much too small ;

notwithstanding this deficiency, however, twenty trans

ports and storeships, were captured, containing eleven

hundred land forces, seven hundred seamen, a great

quantity of ordnance, arms, warlike stores, camp equi

page, clothing, and provisions ; many ships were also

dispersed. The French admiral, meanwhile, endeavour

ed to collect his fleet, and form a line, but night came on

before he could accomplish his purpose. Kempenfeldt,

still ignorant of the force of the enemy, made preparations

for fighting the next morning. At daylight, perceiving

them to leeward, he formed his line ; but, on a nearer

•pproach, discovering their strength, he thought it pru

dent to decline an engagement. The enemy did not

appear so confident in their superior numbers as to urge

the British to battle : both fleets therefore parted, as if by
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mutual consent. Valuable as was the capture achieved CHAP,

by Kempenfeldt, yet great dissatisfaction was excited in ^XXVIt-

England against the admiralty, for not furnishing that 1781

gallant commander with a force which might have seized '

the convoy, and vanquished the French fleet : there were

ships, they said, lying idle in harbour, which ought to

have been employed in this service.

The war with Holland required in Europe a con- War with

siderable diversion of our naval force. The Dutch were Ho,lani,-

fortunately very little prepared for hostilities, and ex

tremely deficient in seamen and naval stores, in which

they had heretofore so greatly abounded. The objects

arising from war with them were, by cutting off their

sources of naval supply from the north, to prevent- the

restoration of their marine, to destroy their immense

commerce from those quarters, to protect our own, and

to prevent their intercourse with our enemies in southern

Europe. For these purposes a fleet was stationed in the

North Seas, under admiral Hyde Parker. In the begin

ning of June, the Dutch endeavoured to prepare such a

fleet as should protect their own Baltic trade, and inter

cept ours. On the 19th of July, admiral Zoutman sailed

from the Texel, with eight ships of the line, ten very

large frigates, and five sloops. Admiral Parker was

now on his return from Elsineur, with a convoy under

his protection ; his squadron consisted of six ships of the

line, of which two were in very bad condition, and seve

ral frigates.

Early on the fifth of August, the fleets came in sight Action oft

of each other oft the Dogger Bank ; Parker perceiving the R^k°88"

strength of the enemy, ordered his Convoy to make the best

of their way, and sent his frigates for their protection : the

Dutch admiral having used the same precaution, prepared

for battle and both parties appeared eager for a close en

gagement. They advanced to meet each other in gloomy

"silence, without firing a gun until they were within pistol

shot. The Dutch were superior both in number of ships

and weight of metal ; but the British admiral, notwith

standing this inferiority, made the battle a trial of force,

rather than of skill. Indeed both parties were so extremely

eager to display national valour, as to supersede all deXter-
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CHAP, ityof manoeuvre. For three hours and forty minutes did

they fight without intermission, ranged abreast of each

' other ; the conflict was eXtremely bloody ; of the English

five hundred were killed or wounded, but the Dutch lost

upwards of eleven hundred men. Though the enemy

long kept the sea with astonishing firmness and intrepidity,

yet the English were evidently superior ; one of the best

ships of the Dutch was sunk, and two more so much dam

aged as to be forever unfit for service. Though the British

ships were greatly shattered, yet none of them were hurt

beyond the possibility of reparation. The Dutch convoy

was scattered, and compelled to return home instead of

pursuing its course. The voyage to the Baltic was of ne

cessity abandoned, all means of procuring naval stores were

cut off, and the Immense carrying trade between the north

ern and southern nations of Europe, which, along with

their fisheries, had been the great source of the Dutch

power and wealth, was for this year annihilated. Though

the result of the engagement, on the whole, proved favour

able to England, and the valour, displayed in the action

was highly and generally approved, yet the admiralty was

severely blamed for not furnishing admiral Parker with a

sufficient force. There were as many ships idle, either at

Chatham or in the Downs, as if they had joined Parker,

would have enabled him to bring the Dutch fleet and con

voy into England. The admiral himself appears to have

been by no means satisfied with the support which he had

received ; he resigned his command, and on that occasion

did not conceal his sentiments.0

Commodore Johnstone was appointed to command a

ofconimo- squadron destined to annoy the Dutch in another quarter,
dure .lolin- ' J

stone to by attacking the cape of Good Hope, a settlement extremely

or (food valuable to the United Provinces: thence he was to proceed

Hoiiu; t0 the Spanish settlement of Buenos Ayres, in the Rio de

la Plata of South America, where a dangerous insurrection

had given "great alarm to the court of Madrid. The Dutch,

conscious of their inability to defend the cape, .applied for

assistance to France. The court of Versailles being also

deeply interested in preventing Britain from obtaining so

o Sec Annual Register, 1781.

Expedition



REIGN OF GEORGE HI.
367

important a possession, ordered monsieur de Suffrein, in CHAP,

his way to India, to watch the motions of the British squa- ^^^J

dron. Commodore Johnstone's naval force consisted of a 17S1

seventy-four, a sixty-four, and three fifty gun ships, be

sides several frigates, a bomb vessel, a fireship, and some

sloops of war. The land force was composed of three new

regiments, of a thousand men each : several outward bound

East Indiamen and store ordnance vessels went out with

this convoy ; and the whole fleet, including transports and ,armed ships, amounted to more than forty sail. With

these commodore Johnstone stopped at cape de Verd

Islands, for water and fresh provisions : for collecting these )supplies, a great part of the crews, apprehending no enemy

to be near, were dispersed on shore. The French squa

dron, which consisted of five ships of the line, with a body

of land forces, being informed of the situation of the Bri

tish, expected to take them by surprise. On the 16th of

April, Suffrein leaving his convoy at a distance attacked

the British squadron in Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago.

He advanced as if to certain victory, but was soon taught

his mistake : the British force, though surprised, was so

far from being intimidated, that they not only rallied, but

entirely beat off the enemy, with great loss of men and dam

age to the shipping. Suffrein, disappointed in this attempt,

made the best of his way to the cape, where, by his junc

tion with the Dutch garrison, he knew he should be able

to defend it against Johnstone's armament. The British

commodore, finding on his arrival that success would be

impracticable, forbore the attempt. Soon after, meeting ile cap.

with five richly laden homeward bound Dutch East India- t"Ves ™,u"

* . . able prii.es*

men, he took four, and burnt the other : when, perceiving

that he could not compass the original purpose of his

expedition, he returned to England with his prizes.

The West Indies, after being the theatre of the hos- Westln-

tilities which have been recently, narrated, experienced a Aies~

most terrible enemy in the warring elements. This was Tremen-

a hurricane,far exceeding in tremendous horror and dread- dous !-urri-

ful destruction the usual convulsions of the torrid zone. Leeward

On the 10th of October 1780, this engine of devasta- ls,ands;

tion commenced its fell movements in the island of Bar-

badoes. Thunder and lightning, whirlwinds, earthquakes,
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CHAP, torrents of rain, fire, air, earth, and water, appeared to vieYyvll Tit - * i

N^_>^w wlth each other in rapidity of desolation. The first night,

,7SI Bridgetown, the capital of the island, was levelled with

the ground. Other towns, .as well as villages and single

houses, shared the same fate : plantations were destroyed,

the produce of the earth was torn up, animals perished,

and numbers of human beings fell either victims to the

fury of the elements, or to the downfal of buildings. p

The fear of a pestilence, from the multitude of dead bo

dies in so putrifying a climate, compelled the survivors

instantaneously to bury the dead, without allowing to re

lations and friends the melancholy pleasure of a distin

guishing attention to the objects of their affection. The

negroes by rapine and violence added to the general ca

lamity, and as they were much more numerous than the

whites, might have utterly ruined the island, had not gene

ral Vaughan with a considerable body of troops been

stationed upon it, and awed those barbarians to quietness

and obedience. ' The prisons being involved in the com

mon destruction, the late tenants of those mansions, who

had been confined for violating the laws, joined in the

outrages ; but the prisoners of war, especially a party of

Spaniards, acted with the greatest humanity and honour,

in assisting the distressed inhabitants and preserving pub

lic order. The islands of St. Lucie, Grenada, St. Vin

cents, and Dominica, were also desolated. The French

islands in the same quarter of the West Indies, especially

Martinique and Guadaloupe, suffered no less than the

"Jamaica. English.'1 But a still more direful hurricane, on the Sd

of October, wreaked its vengeance on Jamaica, and espe

cially on the districts of Westmoreland and Hanover, two

of the most fertile spots in the island. The inhabitants

of Savannah la Mar, a considerable trading town in that

quarter, were beholding with astonishment such a swell

p Annual Register. T 781. q It is remarkable, that in the same

month some parts of the country in (he vicinity of Jjondon experienced a tor

nado very unusual in this northern climate. The storm burst On Hammer

smith, Roehampton, Richmond, Kingston, and the environs. At Hammersmith

it blew down a considerable part of the church, though very strongly built, and

VsJth there and at other places damaged a number of houses. The same day a

much more violent tempest raged on the coast of Normandy.—See Chrouiclein

the Annua! Register 1780, aud Gentleman's Magazine for October in the same

vear.
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of the sea as had never before been seen, when, on a sudden, CHAP,

the waters of the deep, bursting through all bounds, over- XXvu-

whelmed the town, and swept man, beast and habitation 1781

in one torrent of destruction. What the waters did not

reach in the higher vicinity, combined tempest and earth

quake finished. Besides present desolation, this dreadful

scourge, by covering the most fertile tracts with sand

and other barren substances, sterilised the ground, and

rendered it unsusceptible of future culture. The loss of

property was estimated at upwards of a million sterling in

two parishes in Jamaica. Their neighbours endeavoured Humane

to alleviate the miseries of the sufferers : but their princi- endea. ,

* vonra to ,I-

pal and most effectual relief they derived from the mother ieviate the

country, in the generous benefactions of individuals, and dlstress*s-

the liberal munificence of the legislature.

Admiral Rodney was fortunately at New York at The cam-

this terrible season, and returned at the close of the year Pai8n V

to the West Indies. Having concerted his plan of ope

ration with general Vaughan, he, together with that com

mander, undertook an expedition for the recovery of St.

Vincents, in the expectation of finding its fortifications

dismantled, and its garrison impaired by the recent hur

ricane. Having however reconnoitred, and finding both

the works and garrison in such force as to require more,

time for reduction than its comparative value justified, he

therefore desisted from the attempt. No sooner had Bri

tain been compelled to go to war with Holland, than min

isters, with a meritorious policy, projected to strike a blow,

•which should prove fatal to the commercial resources of

her ungrateful enemy. The Dutch island of St. Eustatius,

though itself a barren rock, had long been the seat of an

immense and lucrative commerce : it was a general mar

ket and magazine to all nations ; its largest gains were,

during the seasons of war, among its neighbours, as it

then derived from its neutrality unbounded freedom of

trade. The property on a settlement so circumstanced

was known to be extremely great : to the acquisition of

such valuable spoils, therefore, government directed its

views, and sent instructions to the commanders to make

an attempt on the opulent repository. As the place was

naturally strong, witfi the assistance of the French it

Vol. II. Bbb
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CHAP, might have been rendered able to withstand an attack.

xxx " Our commanders, to anticipate reinforcements, and at the

178I- same time deceive the enemy, first pretended a design of as

sailing Martinico ; but suddenly appearing before the island

of St. Eustatius, they surrounded it with a great force.

Capture of The admiral and general summoned the governor to sur-

tiu«EuSta" ren£ler, with which demand that officer very prudently

complied, and recommended the town and inhabitants to

the known clemency of the British couquerors. The

wealth found in this place was estimated on a moderate

calculation at three millions sterling. Soon after, a con-

.voy of Dutch merchantmen richly laden were captured by

three of Rodney's ships, and the prizes estimated at about

six hundred thousand pounds sterling. About this time,

some enterprising adventurers from Bristol, with a squa

dron of privateers, sailed to Surinam, and under the guns

of the Dutch forts brought away every valuable ship from

the settlements of Demarara and Issequibo. Thus Hol

land, in the destruction of her commerce, was taught the

folly of provoking to hostilities the most powerful mari

time state of the universe/

The court of Versailles formed the same project this

campaign, which had been defeated in the preceding, to

overpower the English force in the West Indies, and after

wards compel Britain to relinquish North America. There

were already eight ships of the line at St. Domingo and

De Grasse Martinico, with a considerable body of land forces. On

die We»t the 22d of March, count de Grasse, with twenty sail of

Indies. tlje ijne^ one or fifty-four guns, and six thousand land

forces, sailed for the West Indies, with an immense con

voy, amounting to two hundred and fifty ships, and arri

ved off MarUnico. In the end of April, sir George

Rodney hav/.ng detached three of his ships to escort the

St. Eustatius booty to Britain under commodore Hotham,

had only twenty-one ships of the line, while De Grasse,

being reinforced from Martinico, had twenty-four. Rod-

r Briti'sh merchants being proprietors of some parts of the property cap

tured in the / )utch settlements, considerable disputes arose between them and the

admiral on rhis su'jject. it is remarkable, that in one of the letters written on

this occasioi i, Rodney prophesied that Demarara would in a tew years very far

surpass in 'value the expectations which were then entertained. This predie.

ti»n, though then thought improbable, has been since amply verified.
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ney himself remaining with general Vaughan at St. Eust CHAP.

tatius, sent sir Samuel Hood towards Martinico, in or- ,^^1^

der to intercept de Grasse's fleet and convoy. On the 1781

28th of April, admiral Hood was informed by his advan- Admiral
. r , , .... Hood de-

ced cruisers, that the enemy were approaching in the tached by

channel between St. Lucie and Martinico. The next ^"^i-

morning he descried the fleet before the convoy ; and tie to the

though he had only eighteen ships of the line to twenty- lf,eBeh-four, and the enemy had the wind in their favour, the

British commander determined to hazard an engagement.

With great skill and dexterity he endeavoured to gain

the wind, and come to close battle. De Grasse, how- They do

ever, would not venture a decisive action, and from his "ur/aclose

windward position being enabled to preserve the distance ™^c"

which he chose, began to cannonade so far from the Bri

tish ships as to admit of little execution on either side.

During the first conflict, the British van, however, and

the foremost ships of the centre, after repeated endea

vours, at last succeeded in approaching nearer to the ene

my, and having received a very heavy fire, were consi

derably damaged in their masts, hulls, and rigging, be

fore the rest of our ships came up to their assistance.

Finding his wounded ships in a very shattered condition,

admiral Hood thought it prudent during the night to sail

for Antigua. The marquis de Bouille attempted, in the

absence of our fleet, to reduce St. Lucie on the 10th of

May ; but by the vigorous resistance of the garrison he

was compelled to relinquish the design. Admiral Rod

ney now found it necessary, instead of spending more

time at St. Eustatius, to employ his whole force against

the French armament ; he therefore immediately sailed

to Antigua, and as soon as the ships were repaired, pro

ceeded towards Barbadoes.

On the very day that sir George Rodney with the A French

fleets from Antigua arrived at Barbadoes, a small French invades

squadron, with a considerable body of land forces, under Tobago,

the conduct of M. de Blanchelande, late governor of St.

Vincents, appeared off the island of Tobago. On the

23d of May, the day on which the enemy appeared, Mr.

George Fergusson, the governor, sent the intelligence to

Rodney, which the admiral received on the 26th. The
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CHaP, naval commander imagined the force of the enemy much

y^^s^, less considerable than it was, and on that supposition de-

im stined six sail of the line and some frigates, under admiral

• Drake, with about six hundred land forces, for its relief.

That officer having arrived on the 30th off Tobago, de

scried between him and the land the enemy's fleet, con

sisting of twenty-four sail of the line. Finding it impos

sible to attempt a landing, he retired, and sent the com

mander in chief intelligence of the posture of affairs.

Meanwhile, about three thousand French troops landed on

the island. The defenders, including a few soldiers and

the colonial militia, amounted only to four hundred and

twenty-seven whites ; but they found most faithful and

Character intrepid auxiliaries in their blacks. Governor Fergusson5

and gallant , . , _ . . . . . . - , . r
defence of himself was distinguished tor his treatment of negroes,

Fersusson tlle jonlt result of judgment and humanity, by which hesecured the obedience, while he conciliated the affection,

riousand and established the fidelity of his labourers. His precept

kind treat- an<j example influencing other planters, rendered the con-

mentofhis ....., , r L, ,

negroes; dition of the blacks much more comfortable than in most

of the other settlements, and attached to their masters,

hearts very susceptible of kind impressions. The island,

however, not being far advanced in cultivation, the num

ber of negroes fit to bear arms was but small. The gal

lant Fergusson made a skilful and vigorous defence

against an enemy four times the number of his brave band.

Trusting that his message would bring effectual succour,

he occupied a strong post, and for seven days prevented

the enemy from making progress. The marquis de

Bouille, commander of the invaders, found all attempts to

dislodge his opponents vain; wherefore, to reduce them to

submission, he began to destroy their plantations. The

islanders, seeing the approaching devastation of their pro

perty, were awed to concessions, which the fear of per

sonal danger could not extort, and at last agreed to capitu

late. The firmness of the governor restraining them

from precipitate offers, procured honourable and advanta

geous terms. Admiral Rodney did not escape censure

s Brother to the colonel, who lived and died so honourably.—See tbfs his

tory, chap, xx v.
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for not having adopted more effectual measures for the CHAP,

relief of Tobago ; and it was asserted with some reason,

that the French, without a great superiority of naval force, 178,

had in this campaign acquired a most important advantage overpow-

in the West Indies. From the capture of Tobago in the numbers,

beginning of June, to the beginning of August, de Grasse !^ honour

continued in the West Indies, without being encountered ableca-

by Rodney ; and in July sailed to St. Domingo, where, i"UllatI0n'

after being reinforced by five ships of the line, he escorted

the rich mercantile convoy, with a fleet amounting to

twenty-eight ships of the line. He conducted the convoy /

northwards until they were out of danger, and proceeded

himself to the second object of his expedition. Rodney,

conceiving that his health required an immediate return to

his native country, escorted the West India convoy home,

and sent the greater part of his fleet, under sir Samuel

Hood, to watch the motions of de Grasse.

While these operations were carrying on between the The Span-

French and British among the eastern settlements of the ^eat

West Indies, the Spaniards were not inactive in the wes- Florida,

tern. Elated with their successful attack against the Bri

tish settlements on the Missisippi, they had extended their

views to West Florida. In the year 1 780, they had cap

tured the fort of Bobille, on the confines of Florida ; and

in 1781, preparing a considerable armament from the

Havannah, they resolved to besiege Pensacola. The ene

my on their first departure were dispersed by a hurricane,

but soon refitting, again set sail with eight thousand land

forces, and fifteen ships of the line. On the 9th of March

they arrived at Pensacola. Mr. Chester, governor of the

province, and general Campbell, governor of the town,

with a garrison not exceeding three thousand men includ

ing inhabitants, made the most skilful dispositions for the

defence of the place. The enemy were near two months

employed against Pensacola, before they were prepared

for a general assault ; and though they must ultimately,

from the vast superiority of their numbers, have prevail

ed, yet the courage and activity, of the garrison would '

have withstood their efforts much longer, had not their

principal redoubt been accidentally blown up by the falling

of a bomb at the door of the magazine, which set fire to
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elusions of

ministers.

CHAP, the powder. The garrison now finding that farther de-

^^[^ fence was hopeless, next morning agreed to capitulate,

178l being the 9th of May, exactly two months after the siege

commenced ; and thus the province of West Florida

became a possession of Spain.

Lartefforts The history now comes to the last exertions of Britain

tor the re- for the recovery of North America,---efforts glorious to

North t*le valour of her champions, but terminating in events

America, melancholy to. the national interests. Ministry had uni

formly been remarkable, during the American war, for

misapprehending situations and events, overrating partial

advantages, and conceiving them to be. general and deci

sive. The reduction of Charleston, and compulsory

submission of South Carolina, they considered as certain

indications of her future success, and of the desire of the

colonists to return to their connexion with the parent

Misinfor- country. They received the exaggerations of deserters

nation and r t . . . . . x./
false con- trom America as authentic testimony, and gave to the

effusions of disappointed pride and resentment, a belief

due only to the impartial narratives of truth. The defec

tion of Arnold elevated their hopes of recovering the co

lonies ; they considered his manifesto describing both the

weakness and discontent of the American army, as unques

tionable evidence.' Proceeding on such superficial views

t The following extract from a letter written hy a respectahle field officer

of the guards, dated New York, August the 2ith, 1781, illustrates the opinion

.which was entertained by impartial observers on the spot, concerning the in

formation and conduct of ministry, with prophetic sagacity predicts the event :

" Well, here I am once more, wrapt up in military nonsense ; for what

but nonsense must be the science of destroying mankind, when taylors and

shoemakers start up generals, and dare to oppose us regularly bred practitioners :

however, " ex nihilo nihiljit" and these self.created heroes have the less merit,

as we have learnt to bear and forbear, and even turn the left cheek where the

right has been smitten.

" Now, my good friend, I lament that it is not in my power to send yon

much consolation from here. The strange and unaccountable infatuation that

attends our sagacious ministers at home, (who seem to embrace every phantom,

merely that they may be deceived,) will indubitably assist others on this side of

the Atlantic in bringing this rebellion to a most dishonourable conclusion. To

enter into a particular detail of all our follies, &c. &c. would take up a volume;

but 1 should wish to give you some idea of our present situation at New York.—

.When 1 left England it was confidently . asserted by those who ought to have

known better " that the rebel army was scarce existing ; that the people in

general was in a state of the utmost misery and despondency, their finances to

tally exhausted, without credit, without trade, or the means of procuring the

^common necessaries of life ; and, at the same time, general inclination to submit

'to the mercy of Great Britain."—This was the language on the 1st of last April :

I own that was a day on which it is usual for the unwary passenger to be held np-

to ridicule by much greater fools than himself.
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1781.

and feeble reasoning, they formed their expectations and CHAP,

plans. It was apprehended that general Clinton, from ^^^j

the supposed weakness and disaffection of Washington's 178l

army, would not only be able to afford thr.t body full

employment in the vicinity of New York, but also to

cooperate powerfully with the southern force, overpower

the Americans who were still refractory, and enable the

well affected (according to the ministerial hypothesis so

often disproved by fact, the majority) to declare their senti-

ments,*and assert their loyalty. On this theorv the plan of Object and

. ' ' , ..:, . plan of the
the campaign was constructed : its principal and promi- campaign

nent object was, that lord Cornwallis should pervade the

" With respect to the rebels : at no period of time since the commencement

of this infamous rebellion, have the Americans fitted out so many large ships as

.within these eight months : their success (thanks to our navy) has answered

their most sanguine expectations. Their trade from Philadelphia to the. Ha-

vannah and the West Indies has been very great, although it is in the power of

two frigates to secure the entrance into the river Delaware. The success of the

Spaniards at Pensacola was entirely owing to the constant suppliesof flour they

received from the rebels, without which they could not have subsisted their ar

my. With respectto the misery of the people, I leave you to judge how great

it must be, when beef and mutton sell at the rate of two-pence a pound in the

Jerseys, while we in New York pay two shillings : other tilings in proportion.—

The depreciation of their paper money is now so far from heing a loss to them,

that it is a very great advantage, as, by the constant circulation of many hundred

thousand Aarrfdollars, which they have at length received, their paper curren

cy will be annihilated, so that they are now beginning on a new bank. As to

the despondency of the people, believe it not ; for the spirit of rebellion never

breathed with more rancour than it does at this moment in America. Perhaps

the great successes of our forces to the southward have convinced you by this

time that the Carolinians and Virginians are still unconquered.

" The French and rebel army, united under Washington, consists of near

twelve thousand men, exclusive of militia, who are now called upon to join with

the greatest force they can collect, in the most sacred promise of plunder of this

city. The French fleet from the West Indies is expected in a very short time

with a reinforcement, and then we are to expect to be attacked here. As to the

British army in these lines, small as it is, it is equal, beyond a doubt, to the anni

hilation of the raonsieurs and rebels under the great general Washington, if they

wouTU risk a battle, which we have no reason to suppose they would not do,

as they continue to insult us so unpunished. The conduct of this war has been,

and continues to be, most shameful and unpardonable ; and neither justice nor

common sense is permitted to have the smallest weight in the counsels of our

great men. I'ublic fafrh, once deemed inviolable, is daily sacrificed, and not the

smallest attention is paid to any thing but plunder. The expenditure of publie

money is notoriously committed to the most mean and dishonest of men. There

is not a paltry clerk in one of our departments, who cannot in the space of a

twelvemonth afford to fceep his town and country house, carriage, &c. &c. and

realise thousands. Facts must speak for themselves, and 1 hope they will be re

quired. It is impossible, in short, to suppose that affairs can go as they should

do, when merit is discouraged, infamy rewarded, and the name of an honest

man a sufficient bar to his advancement. 1 am heartily sick of it all ; I wish to

return in peace and quietness to Old Rugland.

" 1 say nothing of myself, but that I am, thank God, in good health, deter^

mined to do my duty in all situations to the best of my abilities ; and let what

happen, sever to sign a (invention with rebels.
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1781.

Lord Corn

-wallis be

gins his

march.

Expedition

of the light

troops.

Defeat of

the gallant

and enter

prising

Tarleton.

interjacent provinces, join Arnold, and in Virginia attack

the marquis de la Fayette, an active partisan of the re

publicans ; while sir Henry Clinton should in the north

oppose general Washington, and count Rochambeau, com

mander of the French troops. Early in the year 1781,

lord Cornwallis taking the field, advanced to the frontiers

of Carolina. Tarleton having been ordered to scour the

.country to the left, pursued Morgan the American parti

san ; that officer retired to the Broad River, intending to

cross it with his troops ; but he found that from a sudden

thaw the waters were so high as to render it impassible,

unless with great danger : being so situated, and closely

pressed by Tarleton, he resolved to hazard a battle. On

the 18th of January, at eight in the morning, Tarleton

came in sight of the enemy ; they were drawn up on the

edge of an open wood without defences, and though their

numbers might have been somewhat superior to his own,

the quality of his troops was so different as not to admit a

doubt of success, which was still farther confirmed by his

great strength of cavalry, so that every thing seemed to

indicate a complete victory. His first line consisted of

the seventh regiment, the foot and light infantry of his

legion ; the second of the first battalion of the seventy-

first while troops of cavalry flanked each line. Morgan

placed seven hundred militia in one line on the edge of

the wood ; the second consisted of regular troops, on

which he had much dependence : these he disposed out

of sight in the wood. The British troops soon broke

the enemy's line, and concluding the victory to be gained,

were pursuing the fugitives, when, on a sudden, the second

line of the enemy, which opened to the right and left to

entice the pursuers, poured in a close and deadly fire on

both sides. The ground was in an instant covered with

the killed and wounded ; and those brave troops, who had

been so long enured to conquest, by this severe and unex

pected check, were thrown into irremediable disorder, and

a total defeat was the immediate consequence : the loss in

killed, wounded, and prisoners, exceeded four hundred

men. Tarleton used every effort that ingenuity could

devise to rally his men, and repulse the American horse,

but his abilities and courage could not recover the fallen
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fortune of the day. The loss of Tarleton's corps, so soon CHAP,

after the disaster at King's Mountain, was severely felt by

lord Cornwallis, to whom, on such a service, and in such ,781

a country, light troops were of the highest importance. J''b^i1™^

Tht American general, Green, who had been appointed to British

watch the motions of lord Cornwallis, was stationed with SiJJJJJ"*

a considerable force in North Carolina. The British gen

eral proposed to cut off the enemy's communication with

Virginia, and at the same time to strengthen South Caro

lina, so that it might not be endangered in his absence :

for this purpose he left a considerable body of forces at

Charleston, under lord Rawdon. Lord Cornwallis first

made an attempt to intercept Morgan, which the dexterity

of that partisan eluded. The British army with much dif

ficulty passed the Catawba, and being informed that gen

eral Green was posted at Guildford, lord Cornwallis march

ed towards that place. Green's force consisted of about

six thousand men, while the British did not exceed two

thousand ; therefore the American general determined to

hazard a battle. The enemy were drawn up in the field, Battle of

with a wood on the right, and other woods both in front

and rear ; consequently the safest point of attack was on

the left wing. At the same time the general was obliged

to act with great caution, lest he should fall into an ambus

cade from the woods, as Tarleton had done in a similar situ

ation. Major general Leslie commanded the right wing,

colonel Webster the left, Tarleton the cavalry, and his lord

ship himself the centre. A party of light infantry was

stationed in the woods to act as occasion might require.

The enemy's first line was soon broken ; the second made

a very vigorous and gallant resistance, but were at length

beaten back to the third line, which was stationed in the

woods : there the battle became necessarily irregular ; the

Americans being more accustomed to such a scene of com

bat, appeared for a short time likely to prevail ; but the

grenadiers of the seventy-first regiment, having by a rapid

movement passed over a deep ravine, charged with such

impetuosity as to break the enemy's line : the confusion

terminated in a total route. The loss on the side of the Jj,°™**"js

British amounted to five hundred men killed and wounded ; but with

among those who died of wounds was colonel Webster, aiiic io^

Vol. II. C c c
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an officer very highly esteemed by the general" and the

whole army for courage, military skill, and ability. The loss

of the Americans was considerably greater, but, when com

pared with their immediate resources, perhaps less in pro

portion than the loss of the conquerors. From Guildford

the British army marched through a wild, inhospitable,

and hostile country, and after encountering the severest

hardships, arrived on the 7th of April at Wilmington in

Virginia. Arnold, meanwhile, made an incursion into the

northern parts of Virginia, and plundered the coast. Being

soon reinforced by general Phillips, they made great havoc

among the enemy, and were not without hopes of effecting

a junction with lord Cornwallis.

General Green, after his defeat at Guildford, spent

some time in collecting reinforcements, which having

arrived, he marched to South Carolina, to cut off the com

munication between lords Cornwallis and Rawdon. The

British force in South Carolina was so small, that their

situation was extremely precarious ; and their provisions

were so much reduced, that their noble general was com

pelled to decline the proffered assistance of a body of loy

alists, from absolute inability to afford them maintenance.

Lord Rawdon was posted at Camden when Green arrived :

his lordship learned that considerable reinforcements were

expected by the American army ; small as his own force

was, our general formed a resolution at once bold and

wise, to attack the enemy, numerous as they were, before

they should be still more powerfully recruited. The

Americans were encamped at two miles distance on the

brow of a rocky steep," known by the name of Hobkirk

Hill, flanked on the left by a deep swamp, and less fortified

on that side, because there they apprehended no danger.

Superior genius here acted on the same principle which in

this history we have repeatedly seen successful, but espe

cially in seeking and seizing the heights of Abraham'-. The

commander attempted the most difficult approach, from

ii ljivd Cornwallis announced the death of this valiant officer to his father.

the late l)r. AVebster of Edinburgh, m a letter, which was published" in the

newspapers, and universally admired.

x See Andrews, vol. iv. ; Stedman, vol. ii. ; and Ramsay.

y Vol. i. u. I.
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the well founded presumption that there defence would be CHAP,

. . . . . XXVll
the least vigilant. At ten in the morning of the 25th of

April, the British troops marched to the enemy round this 17gj

swamp undiscovered, and entered a wood bordering upon ^sthe enemy's left wing. Hence they rushed with such '- .rapid impetuosity as to throw that division of the enemy

into an instant confusion, which communicated to the main

body. The Americans, however, far superior in number,

were enabled to rally, and make a resolute stand : their

artillery arriving at this moment, afforded them powerful

support, and greatly annoyed the British force. The

provincials extended their front to such a length, that lord

Rawdon apprehended the intention of surrounding his

troops. At this instant he conceived one of those happy

designs which the emergencies of war call forth from com

bined heroism and ability ; he ordered his columns to form

one line. Thin as this rank was, they charged the enemy

with such fury, as proved totally irresistible, routed them,

and obtained a complete victory. Whether we consider

the design or execution, no action occurred during the

war which displayed in a greater degree the united talents,

valour, and ready invention, which constitute the soldier

and the general : but little availed military excellence,

when seconded by political weakness ; the reinforcements

intended by ministers to join lord Rawdon, were not sent

in proper time. By the late conflict his small band was

reduced to eight hundred men, while the Americans,

though defeated, were fast recruiting ; our valiant com

mander was thus arrested in the career of victory, and

obliged to act on the defensive until fresh troops should

arrive. At length, part of the expected reinforcements

arrived at Charleston and the British general marched Jeanne-.

downwards to effect a junction. In his absence, Green siegeNme-

invested the strong post of Ninety-six, and at the same time ? "* 'sent a detachment to besiege Augusta in Georgia. Appre

hensive that lord Rawdon would speedily return, Green

attempted to take the fort by assault, but the garrison made

so vigorous a defence that the Americans were compelled approach

to retire. The day after their retreat the British general Sflo'J1

"... Rawdon,

arrived : he soon learned that Augusta was taken, and abandon

that the besiegers had rejoined the army of Green. The tempt!
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CHAP, force of the Americans was now so powerful, that great

^Z^-^, numbers of the provincials, who had professed obedience

l7gl to Britain, threw off the mask, and avowed hostility.

Finding every thing around him full of danger and enmity,

the general perceived the necessity of abandoning Ninety-

six, that he might converge his force for the defence of

the lower province, and especially the capital. On his

march he heard that a detachment of Americans was

posted at Congaree creek, and immediately hastened to

that spot. The enemy, by breaking down a bridge, endea

voured to impede the progress of the British ; but Rawdon

advanced with surprising quickness, a party of his troops

waded through the river, drove the enemy from the bank,

and cleared a passage for the rest of the arm)*. Lord

Rawdon made repeated attempts to bring Green to battle;

but, taught by experience, the wary American skilfully

and successfully avoided an encounter. -

Notwithstanding the enterprise, skill, and genius,

so conspicuously displayed by the brave young Rawdon,

Green on the whole succeeded so far as to recover the

greater part of Georgia, and the two Carolinas ; and had

also entirely cut off communication between the British

eommanders in South Carolina and Virginia. Lord Raw

don having soon after returned to England, the command

in South Carolina devolved on colonel Stewart. Green

having both reinforced his army in numbers, and improv

ed them in discipline, resolved to attack the British forces.

On the 8th of September, he put his design in execution,

and attacked colonel Stewart at the Eutaws. Great num

bers were killed on both sides, without any decisive event ;

the result, however, was on the whole favourable to the

enemy, and the British thenceforward confined their ope

rations to the vicinity of Charleston.

Cernwaiiis Cornwallis meanwhile entered Virginia, and made

enterB Vir- •
ginia, considerable progress near its southern coast. On the

25th of May he joined the body that had been command

ed by general Phillips ; and in the latter end of June, reach-

renches ed Williamsburgh. His lordship considered it of the

burg"an(si highest consequence to command a post on a navigable

establishes river, as thus maritime assistance might cooperate with

Gloucester, his land forces. He accordingly established himself at
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Gloucester and at Yorktown, on the opposite banks of York CHAP,

river. The marquis de la Fayette, together with the

American general Wayne, were stationed with a powerful

body of troops to watch the motions of lord Cornwallis,

and without hazarding an engagement, to restrain their

operations. Having fortified this position, and taken a

general view of the situation of affairs, he formed an opin

ion that a much greater force than that which he possessed

would be necessary for reducing Virginia, and effecting

the object of the campaign. He conceived that there

could be no hopes of ultimate and decisive success, with

out very active cooperation on the part of the commander

in chief.

Sir Henry Clinton appears not to have coincided

in the judgment of the other general : instead of reinforc

ing the army in Virginia, he turned his attention solely

to the defence of New York, against which he apprehend

ed an attack from the combined armies. To confirm him Dexterous

in this apprehension, the genius of Washington devised a °j™yg™

stratagem, which easily imposed on the very moderate ington,

sagacity with which the British commander in chief was overreach-

gifted. General Clinton had intercepted many of the es CUntop.

American letters in the course of his command, and pub

lished them in the New York papers. Washington now

wrote letters to various officers, declaring that the only

effectual mode of saving Virginia was by attacking New

York in conjunction with the French troops ; which, he

asserted, would be soon attempted ; for he was much

alarmed at the success of a general, whom from experi

ence he knew to be so fertile in resources, so vigorous in

decision, and so prompt and expeditious in improving

every advantage. These were (according to the writer's

intention) also intercepted, and completely imposed on the

British commander in chief. To continue the deception,

the two commanders, accompanied by the principal offi

cers of both armies, and attended by the engineers, recon

noitred the island of New York closely on both sides from

the opposite shore ; and to render appearances the more

serious, took plans of all their works under the fire of

their batteries. The arrival of de Grasse was daily

expected by the combined generals, and they resolved to
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- the mass of land and sea forces which would then be uni-

l7gl ted, would overwhelm lord Cornwallis, when unassisted by

Washing- the commander in chief. On the 19th of August they set

the forces out, and Clinton considered their departure as only a feint

m Virginia. to cover their designs on New York : they proceeded to

Virginia, and joined the army of la Fayette. De Grasse

having arrived at the same time, blocked up York river

with his ships, while his land forces effected a junction,

with the Americans. Intelligence had been despatched by

sir George Rodney to admiral Graves, that the French

fleet was destined for the Chesapeak, and that sir Samuel

Hood was on his way to the same place, in expectation of

meeting with admiral Graves and the New York squa

dron. The despatches having been unfortunately captured,

did not reach the admiral. Sir Samuel Hood having arri

ved off the Chesapeak on the 25th of August, three days

before, and being disappointed in his hopes of finding

Graves there, proceeded to New York, which he reached

on the 28th, and three days after the united squadrons

sailed for the Chesapeak, and arrived the fifth of Septem

ber, with nineteen ships of the line, when they discovered

the French fleet at anchor there, amounting to twenty-four

ships of the line. A partial engagement took place, in

which several British ships were considerably damaged,

but without any decisive event on either side. The hos

tile armaments kept five successive days in sight of each

other, but stormy weather having much increased the dam

age of the British fleet, they returned to New York to

A French refit. Meanwhile Barras, who had succeeded Terney in

upethe°ekS commanding the French naval force on the North Ameri-

river. can station, joined de Grasse ; and thus the gallant army

Lord under the brave Cornwallis was inclosed and surrounded by
Cornwallis • , p 1 c ^ . -1
is sur- an immense naval lorce, ana an army ot twenty-one thou-

rounded. sand men, whilst his own corps did not exceed six thousand.

Expecting jjot conceiving it possible that sir Henrv Clinton would

succours i i • /-c •

soon he re- be so completely outwitted, lord Cornwallis expected spee-

defend'° &y succours, and made dispositions for a vigorous defencehimself to until they should arrive ; meanwhile he found it necessary

the last. . . , , • i r - i

to contract Ins posts, and concentrate his detences ; and

the enemy immediately occupied those positions which the
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British general had abandoned. The trenches were open- ChaP,

ed by both armies in the night between the 6th and 7th of XX U.

October; the batteries were covered with little less than lm

one hundred pieces of heavy ordnance, and their attacks

were carried on with formidable energy. In a few days

most of the British guns were silenced, and the defence

rendered hopeless. An express, however, having arrived

from New York, and informed the commander that he

might rely on immediate succours, the general persevered Skilful and

in resistance. Two redoubts on the left of the British tenl.e.' d(J'

greatly impeded the progress of the siege. The second

parallel of the enemy being now finished, they resolved to

open their batteries on these works on the fourteenth of

October. The British forces employed every efforts to

defend the fortifications, but were overborne by the immense

superiority of number. The noble commander saw that

it would be impossible to withstand a general assault. for

which the enemy was now prepared. Finding no succours

likely to arrive, and himself surrounded on every side, he

conceived a design of forcing his way through a part of

the enemy, and making his escape, but found it would be

impracticable. Thus hemmed in by a very superior army,

through no rashness of his own, but in the skilful and

vigorous execution of his part of a concerted plan, this

brave leader had no alternative but the sacrifice of his gal

lant army without answering any purpose, or a surrender. Finding

On the latter step he at last resolved, and on the 19th of abl£ tores.

October yielded by an honourable capitulation. sist, sur-

rcntici's on

At last sir Henry Clinton set out from New York to honour-

attempt the relief of lord Cornwallis, two months after able terra*'

the departure of Washington and Rochambeau had left

him at liberty to proceed to the assistance of the distress

ed army. He brought with him seven thousand land for

ces, with a fleet, which was now reinforced by admiral

Digby, consisting of twenty-five ships of the line. Hav

ing arrived off the late scene of hostilities, they found that

all was over, and that succours so tardily accorded were

equivalent to desertion. The French fleet, though still

superior to the British, having accomplished their purpose,

cautiously avoided any conflict; and the British command-
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CHAP, ers having no longer any inducement to remain upon that

station, returned to New York.

1781 Such was the fate of the gallant southern army and

its valiant commander, from whose antecedent and recent

successes,, sanguine hopes were entertained that the most

valuable of the colonies would be recovered, and that the

cause of Britain would ultimately prevail. In his labori

ous marches through the wild and intricate tracts, his lord

ship received the fullest and most experimental assurances

that the people who were asserted by ministry or their

adherents to be friendly, were generally hostile ; that eve

ry attempt to recover America through the Americans

themselves, was chimerical, as much as every idea of

reducing it by force. The plan he saw had been con

certed upon false principles, and he himself had fatally

learned that though he and his heroic band had done their

utmost, there was almost an equal deficiency of support

and cooperation for its execution. The surrender at

Yorktown was the concluding scene of offensive war with

America. All the profuse expenditure of British wealth,

all the mighty efforts of British power, all the splendid

atchievements of British valour, directed and guided by

British talents and skill, proved without effect ; the

momentous exertions of a war so wasteful of blood and

reasure were forever lost.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

Dissatisfaction again prevails in Britain—enhanced by the

news from Virginia.—Out of parliament, a majority

becomes inimical to the American war and to ministers.

—Meeting of parliament—the king's speech—opposition

inveigh with increased energy against ministers—dexte

rous defence by lord North—preliminary motions against

ministers before the recess—manifest difference among

opposition on American independence.^—General plan of

attack against administration nowformed and matured—

the various parts assigned, while Fox animates the whole.

—Fox's proposed inquiry into the management of the

navy—negatived by a small majority.—Conway's motion

for an address to the king to conclude the American war

—carried by a majority of nineteen.—Ministers still

hold their places.—Lord John Cavendish's motion for

the removal of ministers—the minister skilfully addresses

himself to different sentiments and opinions—carries a

motion for an adjournment—a coalition attempted in

vain—the motion repeated by lord Surry.—Administra

tion resigns.—Character of the North administrationThe duke of Richmond's strictures on the execution of

colonel Haines—acknowledges he had been misinformed,

and makes a satisfactory explanation.—Strictures on the

promotion of Lord George Germaine to the peerage.—

New administration.—The marquis of Rockingham first

lord of the treasury—Mr. Fox and lord Shelburne

secretaries of state.—Avowed plan of ministers.—Ad

justment with Ireland. Independence of the Irish.parliament acknowledged.—Mr. Grattan's address.—

Satisfaction of the Irish nation.—Supplies.—Farts of

Mr. Burke's scheme adopted.—Conduct of Mr. William-

Pitt—connects himself with no party—reckons a chief

advantage in our constitution the equipoise ofthe orders

—projects a reform in parliament—proposes a committee

to inquire into the state of representation—proposition

Vol. II. D d d
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not considered as a party question.—The younger mem

bers the votaries of reform—the older arefor adhering to

the existing constitution.—Argumentsfor and against—

the supporters of reform outvoted.—Overtures of Mr.

Fox for peace with the Dutch.—Premature endeavours.

to pacify America.—Death of the ntarquis of Rocking

ham.—Lord Shelburne made prime minister—enraged at

this appointment, Mr. Fox resigns.—Mr. William Pitt

chancellor of the exchequer—Mr. Fox gives a general

account of the reasons of his resignation.—India affairs.

—-Reports of the committees represent the general system

of government to be erroneous and hurtful, and state

gross abuses to have been committed by the company's

chief servants.—Warren Hastings implicated in the cen

sure.—Exertions of Mr. Dundas Bill of pains andpenalties against governor Rumbold andhis coadjutors.—

Session rises.

CHAP.

XXVIII.

1781.
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DURING the recess of parliament 1781, dis

satisfaction had begun again to prevail, from incidents and

events already mentioned, and especially from repeated

instances of alleged misconduct in the ministerial direc

tion of the navy. That source of dissatisfaction being,

opened, speedily caused others to issue : the immense ex

penditure, the profuse loans, the enormous increase of

taxes, the little avail of all our exertions, presented them

selves to the view, and the public were very differently

disposed towards ministers, on the approach of the second

session of parliament, from what they had been at the

beginning of the first. Both dejected and dissatisfied,

their gloom and displeasure were dreadfully aggravated

by the melancholy news from Virginia. Judging of

ministry under the immediate impression of this calamitous

event, they hastily imputed our misfortunes to a series of

folly, obstinacy and misconduct. Many who had strenu

ously recommended perseverance in coercion, now repro

bated that system which they had most loudly applauded :

a majority out of parliament became inimical to the

American war and the present ministers ; such was the

disposition becoming prevalent, when parliament met on

the 27th of November.
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Hi* majesty's speech somewhat exceeding the usual CHAP,

length in copiousness of detail, imputed the continuance

of the war to the restless ambition of his enemies. He 178l

should not discharge the trust committed to the sovereign Meeting of

of a free people, or requite the constant and zealous ment%nd

attachment of his subjects to his person, family, and jp^J"8^

government, if to his own desire of peace, or to their

temporary ease and relief, he sacrificed their essential

rights and permanent interests. Having mentioned the

favourable affairs in the East Indies, he recommended

farther inquiries into the condition of the dominions and

revenues of that country. His majesty stated to the

house, without palliation or diminution, the unfortunate

event of the campaign in Virginia, but adduced it as a

ground for a firm confidence in parliament, and more

vigorous, animated, and united exertions. The consequent Opposition

address excited a very interesting debate, in which oppo- withfn-

sition sketched the principal topics of the charges which cre,sed

... . energy

they adduced against ministers in the course of the session, against

and of the counsels which they proposed to be substituted. minlst6t-s-

Their arguments were directed to prove the original folly

of the American war ; the madness of perseverance in so

hopeless a contest; the incapacity, negligence, and mis

management of the first lord of the admiralty ; the igno

rance, weakness, and incompetence of administration in

their various departments, as well as general system ; and

the necessity of changing both men and measures. Lord Oexterous

North defended himself and his colleagues, both as to lord North

particular counsels and the series of policy, with a dex

terity and ingenuity that, if it did not convince impartial

readers or hearers, at least impressed them with a high

opinion of the speaker's ability.

On the 4th of December, Mr. Burke proposed an

inquiry into the conduct of the captors of St. Eustatius; a

confiscation of effects, he alleged, there took place contrary

to national justice and to national policy. To prove his

first head, he entered into a very learned and able discussion

of the extent of powers acquired by conquerors over an

enemy surrendering at discretion ; and for this purpose

quoted the authority of the most celebrated writers on the

law of nations, traced the history of these laws, and their
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^^J[^ civilized societies. The feelings of mankind had even

17gl exceeded the theories of jurisprudence in mitigating the

calamities of war : hence he inferred the necessity, in the

present improved state of that code, of interpreting the

maxims of law, even in the most mild and favourable

sense. He therefore contended, that from the moment of

submission, the vanquished parties were entitled to the

security of subjects. Having laid down this proposition,

he proceeded to a detail of the alleged enormities which

he contended to be contrary to every dictate of justice and

humanity, and offered to prove his allegations by testi

mony. Such cruelty and depredation, by exciting the

hatred and enmity of neutral states, were no less impolitic

than unjust. Admiral Rodney, without controverting Mr.

Burke's general principle, totally denied his statement of

the case ; the Dutch were at war with us, therefore it was

perfectly fair, and consistent with the law of nations, that

their property captured without a capitulation should be

confiscated : he had seized the whole, not for himself and the

other captors, but for the crown : he could have no merce

nary views, as he did not till long after receive intelligence

of the king's intention to bestow the booty on the fleet and

army. He knew of no outrage, and never had heard that

any was committed by the conquerors. The charge being

unsupported by facts and documents, Mr. Burke's motion

Prelimina- was negatived. On the ]2th of December, the day

»gainst-""5 appomted for considering the army supplies, a motion was

ministers, brought forward by sir James Lowther concerning the

recess. American war, apparently intended to sound the disposi

tions of the house, and preparatory to more pointed pro

positions. It was proposed to declare, that the war in

North America had been hitherto ineffectual to the purposes

for which it was undertaken ; and that perseverance in it

would be unavailing, and also injurious to the country^ by

weakening her power to resist her ancient and confederated

enemies. On this subject, so often discussed in such a

variety of forms, there could be little novelty of argument

But opposition, in the division, ascertained the point which

they were most anxious to establish : the minority, amount

ing to one hundred and seventy-nine to two hundred and
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twenty, showed that ministers were losing ground. In the CHAP,

course of the discussions which American affairs underwent

before the recess, the difference between lord Shelburne's

connexions and the Rockingham partv, concerning the Difference

independence, became more manifest than on any former among oP!

occasion. Great contests also prevailed in the cabinet, Pos,tio.non

. American

respecting the plan of policy to be adopted in the present indepen-

emergency. Some of the ministers proposed the total dence-

evacuation of America, and the direction of our whole force

against the house of Bourbon ; but the majority still cast

a longing lingering look afttr the object which they had

pursued for so many years. The most sanguine saw now,

that all hopes of reducing the whole of ihe colonies were

for ever vanished, but they still fondly fancied that they

might preserve a part; and it was therefore determined,

that a considerable force should be left at New York.

During the recess, the opponents of ministry were Plan of

employed in forming and maturing a plan of general attack ^Jt™' * "

against administration. The chief conduct was intrusted asamst ad-

° . . mmistra-

to Mr. Fox ; and the various parts assigned to other sen- tion.

ators, were to be directed and supported by this illustrious

leader, so admirably fitted for the warfare which he now

undertook. Indeed, though it would be difficult to deter

mine in what mode such transcendent powers could be

most effectually exerted ; it is certain, as an historical fact,

that the force and splendour of Mr. Fox's genius have

been most frequently displayed, not in legislative invention

or plans of executory policy, but in reprehensive eloquence ;

riot in devising systems and measures for the wise and

beneficial government of the country ; but in contending

that others have planned and acted unwisely and injuri

ously. On the 23d of January, the day after the Christ- 17t2-

mas adjournment expired, Mr. Fox moved an inquiry into

the causes of the want of success of his majesty's naval

forces during the war, and more particularly in the year

1781. For this purpose, he proposed a committee; which

being agreed to by ministers, he, a fortnight after, on the

,7th of February, discussed the subject. He traced the

naval history from the beginning of the war, and exhibited

a summary of the alleged miscarriages of the successive

years. In surveying the events of 1780, he, with pecu-
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CHAP, liar energy, exposed the infatuation which sent ci

Moutray, with the East and West India fleets, so ne'

1782. enemy's coasts. Having reached 1781, he stated five*8tinct charges of misconduct in the naval department yGrasse was suffered to depart for the West

without any effort to intercept his fleet. He had

from Brest on the 22d of March, with twenty- five ship

of the line ; Darby was at sea on the 13th, but instel

being suffered to pursue the enemy, he had been sent

of the way to Ireland. The second charge was, the 1

of the St. Eustatius convoy, which had been capture

its way home ; this might have been easily saved by seing a squadron at the time they were expected.

.•' third was a letter sent by the mayor of Bristol from theadmiralty, in answer to one from that gentleman, request

ing information concerning the combined fleets ; the admi

ralty had misinformed and misled the Bristol merchants,

by intimating that the hostile armament was not in the

channel, when they knew thatit was there, and had thereby

endangered the trading ships of that city. The fourth

charge was on the force sent to cope with the Dutch ;

and the fifth, the inadequate fleet sent out with admiral

Kempenfeldt. The general defence adduced by lord Mul-

grave, in favour of earl Sandwich, was, that he had acted

according to information, moral probability, and the exist

ing circumstances. Mr. Fox made a motion, founded on

his five charges, that it is the opinion of this committee,

that there has been gross mismanagement in the admin-

Is negati- istration of the naval affairs of Great Britain during the

smaiib>ma. course of the year 1781. The question being called for,

jority. Mr. Fox's motion was negatived by a majority of only

two hundred and five to one hundred eighty-three.

•.Conway's Encouraged by the progressive declension of ministerial

" '"(Mrcss majorities, on the. 22dof February, opposition, in a motion

to put ai"5 made oy general Conway, proposed to address the king, to

end to the put an end to the American war. After both sides had

warcar-8" repeated arguments so often employed, the country gentle-

ried. men now leaving ministers, Conway's motion was nega-

. tived by a majority of only one, being one hundred and

ninety-four to one hundred and ninety-three ; and oppo

sition cherished hopes of speedy success. Fully confidefljt
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af victory, Conway, on the 27th of February, proposed the CHAP,

same motion under a different form. The usual arguments

being repeated, opposition carried their motion by amajo- m2«

rity of two hundred and thirty-four to two hundred and

fifteen ; and thus, after a contest of eight years, Mr. Fox

and his party succeeded in their attempt to procure a vote

from the house, for requesting the king to conclude the

American war.

The following motion was accordingly carried

" Resolved, February 27th, in the house of commons,

" That an humble address be presented to his majesty,

" most humbly to represent to his majesty, that the further

" prosecution of offensive war on the continent of North

" America, for the purpose of reducing the revolted co-

" lonies to obedience by force, will be the means of weak-

" ening the efforts of this country against her European

" enemies ; tends, under the present circumstances, danger-

" ously to increase the mutual enmity, so fatal to the inter-

4te6ts both of Great Britain and America ; and by preventing

" an happy reconciliation with that country, to frustrate the

" earnest desire, graciously expressed by his majesty, to

" restore the blessings of public tranquillity." To« this

address his majesty returned the following answer : " Gen-

M tlemen of the house of commons, There are no objects

" nearer to my heart, than the ease, happiness, and pros-

" perity of my people. You may be assured, that, in pur-

" suance to your advice, I shall take such measures as

" shall appear to me to be most conducive to the restoration

" of harmony between Great Britain and the revolted co-

M loniea, so essential to the prosperity of both ; and that

w my efforts shall be directed in the most effectual manner

" against our European enemies, till such peace can be

" obtained as shall consist with the interests and permanent

" welfare of my kingdom."

Ministers had often declared that they would hold Ministers

their places no longer than a parliamentary majority should thei/pli

sanction their system and measures ; it wae therefore expect- ces,

ed that a resignation would'immediately ensue. Lord North

and his colleagues, however, continued to hold their places,

because they said it did not appear, by any vote or reso

lution, that parliament had withdrawn its confidence from
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XXVLH.

1782.

Lord John

Caven

dish-s mo

tion for the

removal of

ministers.

The min

ister skil

fully ad

dresses

Jiimself to

different

sentiments

and opin

ions.

the present administration : confiding in its increasing

strength, the opposite party resolved to bring this question

to immediate issue. Accordingly, lord John Cavindish,

on the 8th of March, proposed resolutions to the follow

ing effect; that, from 1775, the nation had expended

upwards of one hundred millions in a fruitless war : during

which we had lost thirteen colonies, many of our valuable

West India and other islands ; that the rest were in immi

nent danger ; that we were now engaged in an expensive

war with America, France, Spain, and Holland, without a

single ally ; that the chief cause of these accumulated mis

fortunes was the united incapacity and misconduct of

administration. The three first of these resolutions could

not but be admitted as matters of fact : respecting the

fourth, which was an inference from the others, Mr. Fox

contended, that a long uniform series of calamity and dis

grace was a sufficient proof of misconduct : and farther,

that weakness and folly distinctly marked each separate

measure of every minister, as they collectively pervaded

the whole system of administration. Lord North argued,

that it was unfair from misfortune to infer misconduct J

but that even if misconduct existed, it might be in the

ex&ution, instead of the plans. The minister, however,

was' aware, that a direct and pointed answer to the char

ges could be of little avail ; therefore, with his usual dex

terous ingenuity, he shifted his ground. To draw the

attention of the house from the conduct of ministers, the

question at issue, he called on them to consider, if the pre

sent counsellors should be removed, who, probably, would

be their successors. His lordship well knew thai there

were independent members in the house, who, though they

disapproved lately of administration, were by no means

desirous of being governed by a whig combination. By

far the greater number of opposition members either origi

nally were, or had become partisans of that connexion.

He was aware, that not only the Rockingham system of

ruling the nation by a confederacy, but also various opin

ions and measures were by no means consonant to the sen

timents of all who pow voted on their side. Was the

house (he said) prepared to new model the constitution,

to alter the duration of parliaments, and the rights of elec
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tlons ? Would it consent to a violation of the national CHAP,

faith with the crown, by adopting a celebrated bill of reform xxv,u.

in the civil list expenditure ? Would it vote the indepen- ""^^g^"'

dence of America ? on which subject he understood there

was as great difference between the two branches of oppo

sition's between opposition and ministers. Mr. Dundas

eminently distinguished himself, and with his usual strength

of explicit and direct argument urged the house, before

they voted for removing the present ministers and

throwing the government into the hands of their oppo

nents, to have it thoroughly ascertained and accurately

defined, what the objects of these opponents were ; what

Rystem they proposed to adopt, and what measures they

intended to pursue. These considerations had so much

influence, that the supporters of ministers prevailed, and

the resolution was negatived by a majority of ten, and a He oarries

motion was carried for adjourning the house until the 15th. f°™anad-

Many moderate and independent members wished for a j°urn-

ment

coalition, which should prevent the country from being A coalition

entirely governed by any party. Ministers were well

inclined to that expedient, and during the adjournment

made several attempts to give it effect, but to no purpose.

On the 15th, sir John Rous made a motion similar to that

of the 8th ; no less than four hundred and eighty members

were present, when ministers still carried the negative by

A majority of nine. The opposite party immediately

announced, that the resolutions would be again proposed ;

accordinp.ly, on the 20th of March, a very crouded house the motion

. h repeated
attended, and lord Surry rose to make the promised motion. by lord

Before he had begun to speak, lord North rose to commu- Su"7.

nicate to the house information which (he said) would

supersede the necessity of the present motion, and require

an adjournment. Some disorder arose from what was

conceived interruption to lord Surry ; but being quieted, Adminis-

lord North informed the house, that there was no admin- 6;gn,,

istralion, and moved for an adjournment until new arrange

ments should be formed. He then took his leave of the

commons as minister, by thanking them for their honour

able support during so long a course of years, and in so

many trying situations. He expressed his grateful sense

of their flattering partiality towards him at all times, and

Vol. II. E e e
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their forbearance on many occasions. A successor of great

er abilities, of better judgment, and more qualified for his

situation, (he said,) was easy to be found ; a successor

more zealously attached to the interests of his country,

more anxious to promote them, more loyal to his sovereign,

and more desirous of preserving the constitution whole

and entire, he might be allowed to say, could not so easily

be found. He concluded his speech with declaring, he did

not mean to shrink from trial, but should always be pre

pared to meet inquiry, nay, even demanded from his adver

saries the strictest scrutiny.

Thus ended the administration of lord North, a period,

of which the greater part teemed with calamitous events,

beyond any of the same duration to be found in the annals

of British history. A war, with so great, productive, and

important part of our own community, lost thirteen flourish

ing and powerful colonies, the promoters of private and

public wealth, and the nourishers of national force. Hos

tilities, whencesoever they arose, not only subtracted from

us such constituents of strength, but added them to our

inveterate enemies. Year after year our blood and trea

sure were expended to no purpose ; myriads of men were

killed, hundreds of millions were lavished without obtain

ing any valuable object. Temporary gleams of partial

success were followed by the permanent gloom of general

disaster. Were we to judge from result solely, and to draw

a conclusion from the broad principle, that an uniform series

of miscarriages in the natural course of human affairs,

implies a great portion of misconduct, our estimate of this

administration might be easily formed ; but general rules,

applied to the appreciation of conduct, often require to be

nicely modified according to the actual circumstances. I

trust it has appeared to the impartial reader, that the chief

minister possessed very considerable talents and fair inten

tions, though mingled with defects, and acting in such

emergencies as precluded beneficial exertion and conse

quences. But however erroneous and hurtful the series

of measures was during this administration, far is the

blame from being confined to ministers. It indeed belongs

chiefly to parliament, which by its approbation sanctioned

their acts, and to the people themselves of whom the
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greater part was eager for commencing and continuing the CHAP,

war. When the nation censures his burdensome and XXVIII.

disastrous war, productive of such an enormous load

of taxes, they must remember that it originated in

THEMSELVES.

WhiIe the house of commons was engaged in the The duke

momentous discussions, which I have been narrating,

matters of a more personal nature were debated in the °trit^™"g

house of lords. The duke of Richmond moved for an cution of

inquiry into the case of colonel Haines, executed at J^SSm.

Charleston, under the following circumstances. Haines

an American officer, having been taken prisoner at Charles

ton, had demanded his parole, but had been refused, unless

he would take the oaths of allegiance. With this alterna

tive he readily complied, and thus bound himself to per

form the duties of a British subject. On the faith of his

sworn fealty, he was permitted to go and reside on his

estate in the interior country at some distance from Charles

ton ; he there raised two hundred men, attacked the inno

cent inhabitants who would not join his banditti, murdered

some, fired the houses of others, and threatened the lives

of many who fled ; by taking this ungenerous inhuman

advantage of the lenity which he experienced he added

perjury to a breach of trust and aggravated the forfei

ture of his word by the blackest treachery. By the laws

of war as established in the practice of nations, a person

taken in arms against the state under which he had accept

ed his parole was liable to be hanged instantly without

any farther proof than what should identify his person.

Haines was taken in arms ; and, his identity being admit

ted, he was by lord Rawdon and a board of officers sen

tenced to be hanged, and accordingly suffered the punish

ment due to such treachery. General Green had repre

sented this judgment as a transgression of the laws of

nations, and issued a manifesto to that effect, threatening

to retaliate on British prisoners ; but adduced neither argu

ment nor authority to prove his positions. The duke of

Richmond having received some partial account of these

circumstances, described the procedure of lord Rawdon

and the other officers to have been impolitic, illegal, and

barbarous. Lord Stormont and the chancellor stated the ,
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CHAP, actual case, and vindicated the noblemen and gentlemen

in question from so heavy a charge. His grace, on recon-

17g2 sidering the subject, was induced to make a satisfactory

explanation to the young lord whose name had been called

in question, and to declare to the house the high opinion

of that brave soldier's humanity* and just intentions,

though he still doubted whether the proceeding was strictly

Strictures legal. It being understood in the house that a peerage

on lord was aDOUt to be conferred on lord George Germaine, as a

George . . r . . . . .

Ger- mark ol royal approbation for his ministerial conduct,

JU-omohon opposition, not choosing directly to interfere with the king's

to the right of bestowing that dignity, objected to it on a differ-

peel-flife* ii* * * "ill t*
ent ground, that it was inconsistent with the honour of

that house, for a person who had received such a sentence

from a court martial, farther confirmed by his sovereign, to

be raised to the peerage. A motion to that effect being

made was immediately negatived, as a violent encroach

ment on the rights of the crown. Some days after, his

lordship having now taken his seat in the upper house, the

motion was again introduced : viscount Sackville vindica

ted his own character individually as being by the long

confidence af his sovereign purified from the stigma of a

sentence, of twenty-two years before, under circumstances

of very questionable impartiality and equity; and farther

asserted the constitutional right of the crown, to bestow

the peerage according to its judgment and discretion.

New ad- During the adjournment of the house, a new admini-

tfon'^the stration was formed,: the marquis of Rockingham was

marquis of appointed first lord of the treasury ; the earl of Shelbume

ham first and Mr. Fox secretaries of state ; lord Camden president

lordot the Gf the council ; the duke of Grafton privv seal ; lord Tohn
treasurv, _ 1 J J

MrFoi Cavendish chancellor of the exchequer; admiral Keppel,

Shcibornc was als0 creatcd a viscount, first commissioner of the

secretaries admiralty; general Conway commander in chief of the

forces ; the duke of Richmond, master general of the ord

nance ; lord Thurlow was continued in his office of lord

high chancellor, Mr. Dunning was created baron Ashbur-

ton, and made chancellor ol the dutchy of Lancaster. The

v. Lore! l!nwc!on was incliixd In save Haines, had such r:" extension of merer

been consistent with strict justice, aud the examjile to be exhibited to treacherens

violators of their [-,ar(Jlc. - -
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following were understood to be the public measures which CHAP,

ministers undertook to support : peace with the Ameri- <^v^\

cans and the acknowledgement of their independence was 1782

not to be a bar to the attainment of that object ; they were Avowed

to effect a substantial reform in several branches of the minijrtejj.

civil list expenditure, on the plan proposed by Mr. Burke,

the diminution of the influence of the crown ; under which

article the bills for excluding contractors from seats in par

liament, and disqualifying the revenue officers from voting

in the election of members, were included. The house

adjourned for several days at Easter, and did not meet

after the formation of the new ministry, to execute any

business until April. On the 8th, Mr. Eden, who had ^J^4-, j

been secretary to lord Carlisle late lord lieutenant, exhibit- Ireland. "

ed a view of the political history of Ireland, stated means

which were then forming for rendering the country totally

independent of the British legislature, and concluded with

moving for leave to bring in a bill to repeal so much of the

act of the 6th of George I. as asserted a right in the king

and parliament of Great Britain to make laws to bind the

iingdom of Ireland. Mr. Fox informed the house that

Irish affairs had already undergone the discussion of sev

eral privy councils, and that the next day, he would be

prepared to propose a preliminary measure on the subject ;

Eden therefore withdrew his motion. The next day mes

sages were delivered to the two houses, recommending

such an adjustment as would give mutual satisfaction to

.both kingdoms. The duke of Portland, the lord lieuten

ant, sent a similar message to both the houses of the Irish

parliament, in consequence of which an address was mov

ed by the celebrated Mr. Grattan, leader of the popular Mr. Grat.

party. This representation fully and explicitly asserted jre"**

the independent rights of the kingdom of Ireland, and pro

ceeded to state the causes of those jealousies and discon

tents which had arisen in that country ; the act of the 6th

of George I. the power of suppressing or altering bills in

the privy council, and the perpetual mutiny bill. It con

cluded with expressing the most sanguine expectations from

his majesty's virtuous choice of a.chief governor, and their

great confidence in the wise, auspicious, and constitutional

counsels which they had the satisfaction to see his majesty



398
HISTORY OF THE

CHAP, had adopted. On the seventeenth of May, the repeal of

• the act complained of was moved in the hiuse, and passed1782 without opposition ; and the parliament of Ireland was ren-

lmiepen- dered independent on the parliament of Great Britain. I'llthe Irish return for the liberal procedure of the British government

parliament m relinq u.lshincr its claims without stipulation or condition
ascertain- no r

ed. whatever, the parlameht of Ireland immediately voted

100,000l. for the purpose of raising 20,000 Irish seamen

for the service of his majesty's navy.* The new ministers

proceeded to their plans of reform and economy; bills

were passed for disqualifying revenue officers from voting

in the election of members of parliament, and for render

ing contractors incapable of sitting in the house of com

mons. On the 15th of April, a message was brought from

the king, recommending the adoption of a plan for the cur

tailment of expenses through all the branches of public

Part of expenditure. Mr. Burke, now paymaster-general of the

Burke's forcesi revived his plan of reform, and proposed as part

scheme of of it, a bill to enable his majesty to pay oft. the debt on his

adopted'9 c'lvll ''st5 t0 prevent the like in future, and to carry into a

law the retrenchments which his majesty had graciously

proposed to make in his household. Without entering

into the detail of the reduction which was effected by this

bill when passed into a law, it may be sufficient to state in

general, that its annual saving amounted to 72,368l. He

followed the bill by another, for the regulation of his owr

office : the principal object of the latter act, was to prevent

the possibility of any balance accumulating in the hands of

the paymaster-general. On the 3d of May, Mr. Wilkes

having made his annual motion for expunging the famous

resolution of 1769, respecting the Middlesex election, at

List succeeded by a majority of 1 15 to 47.

Conduct of Mr. William Pitt had voted against lord North's

Mr. Wil- , . r t
Ham Pitt; system and measures, but never formed any connexion

hcconneois wjt\l the Rockingham ' confederacy, and accepted no

Inn.seit 0 ... ,

with no place under the new administration. Young as this

party, gentleman was, he had studied moral and political philo-

a The sum of 500,0001 was also voted for purchasing an estate, and erecting

a mansion therein, to l»e settled on Henry Grattan, Ksq. and the heirs of his

body, as a testimony of their gratitude for (he unequalled benefits conferred by

him on that kingdom.
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Sophy more thoroughly, knew them more deeply, radically, CHAP,

and extensively, than most of the ablest men of the time, x^-v^v|,

though matured by experience. He had accurately in- 17gl,

vestigated the history, detail, and spirit of the British

constitution, comprehended its objects, principles, and

actual state : he conceived it to be the highest effort of

human wisdom, and its support essential to the prosperity

and happiness of the nation. He saw that, notwithstanding

the excellence of our polity, various corruptions had arisen,

and various evils had issued from legislature, very per

nicious to the country. Considering one of the chief

advantages of our system to be the equipoise of the

component estates, he imputed recent measures and mis

carriages to a derangement in the proper balance. Like He projects

, r i r • i i i • a reform in
other young men or lolly genius, grand conceptions, habi- parliament,

tuated to scientific processes, and accustomed to generali

zation, but not yet matured in the practice of affairs, in

devising a corrective he formed theories which subsequent

experience could not entirely confirm. There was in many

parts of the kingdom a disposition of election franchises

totally disproportionate both to numbers and to property;

and hence there appeared to be a defect in the representa

tion of the commons of England.' This inequality was

founded neither on alleged merits or property on the part

of the electors. In a considerable number of boroughs,

there was not only a paucity of voters, but the few that

enjoyed franchises were in such a state as to render them

in a great measure dependent on individuals. As there

were evidently very great abuses in the administration of

affairs, as legislature appeared in many instances to have

sanctioned measures very detrimental to the country, it

was natural to impute the conduct of part of the majorities

to the corrupt influence of the crown, and the efficacy of

ministerial seduction. To remove the alleged source of

evil, many patriotic men projected a reform in parliament.

Lord Chatham had been favourable to an alteration in this

department of the constitution : his son formed the .same

general opinion. To the contemplation of nhilosophical

theory it appeared an anomaly in the British polity, that

seven thousand individuals should return three- eighths of

the national representatives, whilst seven hundred thousand
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CHAP. not inferior in property, merit, or any other constituent of

XXVH1. superiority, had not a single vote.b He therefore resolved

v^7^>*"/ to propose some plan for meliorating the representation.Aware, however, of the delicate ground on which he trod,

he proceeded very cautiously ; intending to investigate

facts before he drew a conclusion or constructed schemes,

ami pro- he confined himself to amotion that a committee should

posesaniii- be appointed to inquire into the state of the representation

the state in parliament, and to report their sentiments to the house.

°f utton subject was not then debated as a party question, but

as a proposition of general policy. Of men of talents, the

vounger, such as Messrs. Fox, Pitt, and Sheridan, were

chiefly in favour of the inquiry : the older and more

experienced, such as Mr. Burke, lord North, and Mr.

Dundas, opposed the agitation of topics which they con-

Arguments ceived might excite a ferment in the country. They

against. argued that representation, as it stood, though in theory

apparently irregular, a-Sembled in parliament as much

collective virtue, wisdom, and property, as could he brought

together by any mode that might be adopted ; that parlia

ment by its present constitution, was as much disposed,

qualified, and empowered to answer the ends of legislature,

as it could be rendered by any increase or new modifica

tion of representatives and electoral franchises. Besides,

sentiments had begun to be entertained and inculcated in

certain classes respecting government, very different from

those of the supporters of the present inquiry in parliament.

Doctrines tending to diminish the veneration of Britain for

our constitutional establishments, and to recommend the

visionary theories of democratical republicanism, were pub

lished by men of considerable name and authority, and

rapidly spread among their peculiar adherents. Though

these sciolists were understood to have no connexion with

b It is probable the great manufacturers of Manchester may he more inte

rested in the prosperity of their country than ajourneyman carpenter at Shore-

ham ; tliat Dr. Samuel Johnson, or Mr. David Hume, might he more competent

judges of a lawgiver than a journeyman ropemaker of the same noted rePosi-

tory of electors. The capitalists and philosophers had no vote, the labouring

mechanics have a vote. Still, however, the property of the man of wealth is

protected, and benefits both himself and his country : tho talents of the men of

genius were remunerated, and produced honour and advantage to their country

as much as if they had all possessed a privilege of polling for a member of

parliament.
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the ablest and most -eminent advocates of parliamentary CHAP,

reform, yet it was easily foreseen that they might arrive ^-^^

at great influence over the weaker votaries of political J7Si2

change, in whose undistingui'shing minds their wild and

extravagant theories might pass for the soundest philoso

phy, or the most beneficial lessons of practical wisdom.

From these considerations, the most experienced of our able

senators opposed the motion, which was negatived by a

majoritv of one hundred and sixtv-one to one hundred and *"lle sUP-.

forty-one. On the 18th of October, lord John 'Cavendish reform are-

moved ten resolutions, bv which the house should declare outT°tei1-

the necessity of proceeding early the next session with

those regulations fo7 the reform of the civil list, which ,it

was thought too late to complete in the present. While

such measures were proceeding in the senate, Mr. Fox

commenced the exertion of his talents as a minister, by,,

offering to Holland the renewal of that peace and amity

which had so long subsisted between the respective powers,

upon the terms of the treaty of 1674. In order to effect

so desirable an object, he proposed hostilities should be

immediately suspended : this offer was made through the Overtures

Russian minister, but was very coldlv received by the °< Mr. Box
J for pence

Dutch, who were not disposed to put an end to the war with the

without their allies. He also made overtures for peace premature,

with the Americans : soon after he was appointed minister,

he proposed to recognise the independence of the United

States of America unconditionally, and not to reserve it as

a term of peace. The proposal be ins: agreed- to in council, Heendca-

lord Shelburne officiallv wrote to the commander in chief pacify

to -communicate this resolution to congress, as well as the* euca-

determination of parliament to put an end to the American

war ; but that bodv would not agree to a separate peace.*

Before, however, the resolutions of the provincials on this

subject could be reported to the British government, an

event happened, the consequence of which induced Mr.

Fox and his connexions to resign their places in admin

istration. On the 1st of July- died Charles marquis of jjeitjl°f

Rockingham, first lord of the treasury ; a man of plain and the marquis

sound understanding, unquestioned probity, great benevo- ilam, *.

lev -£•, the most liberal munificence, and patriotic intentions.

He "was a lover of the British constitution, but educated

Vol. II, F f f
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. A he early imbibed and always retained an opinion, that it

was necessarv for the wellbeing of this country, for itsgovernment to be in the hands of a whig connexion. Hisadherents and supporters either adopted or professed toadopt this opinion; the ablest of these, Messrs. Burke and

i Fox, extraordinary as their talents were, appeared to resttheir consequence less on their individual powers than onthe rank, which they held in the whig confederacy. Onthe death of the marquis of Rockingham, the duke ofPortland was esteemed by his party the head of the whigs,and on that account the properest person to be first lord ofLord Shel- the treasury. His majesty, however, using his prerogative

made of appointing his own servants, made choice of lord Shel-

pi.miemi- Durne< Lord John Cavendish and Mr. Fox soon after-
mster. Mr. J

Fox and wards resigned their offices, and were followed by the duke

resign!'l"18 of Portland as lord lieutenant, Mr. Montague from the

board of treasury, lord Duncannon and Mr. J. Townshend

from the admiralty, Mr. Burke and Mr. Lee the solicitor

*Ir. ^''-. general. Mr. William Pitt was made chancellor of the

I ' ! I i ] 1 IlttlS

appointed exchequer, Mr. T. Townshend and lord Grantham secre-

of flwex' taries of state, Mr. Pepper Arden succeeded Mr. Lee, the

cfce(juer. lord advocate of Scotland filled the place of Mr. Barre,

who was removed to the pay-office, and earl Temple was

appointed to the lieutenancy of Ireland. Parliament having

met the 9th of July, for the first lime after this change, Mr.

Fox undertook to explain the motives of his late resigna-

Seral ae- tion. " It had (he said) been understood by lord Rocking-

the reasons " ham's friends, that lord Shelburne had, on coming into

othisi.esig- (i office, acceded to their measures; that he had sacrificed

nation.

" his own opinion respecting the independency of America

" to the sentiments of his colleagues ; but Mr. Fox found

" totally different principles were adopted, which he would

" not then detail, and thought it his duty to resign. He.

" pledged himself, when circumstances would admit of a

, " particular statement of his reasons, to prove that they" were well founded."

Indiaaffairs The two committees continued to bestow unremitting

ofthe cmii- attention on East India affairs. Their reports were

mitteei. voluminous b.jyOnd example, and universally allowed to

be drawn up with the greatest ability and discrimination.

'Mr. Fox

gives a ge
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The first object of inquiry and original cause of its' being CHAP,

set on foot, wasthe conduct of judges : this being investi- ^1^1^

gated, produced a report, of which the following are the lr82.

heads ; it appeared that the English judges had taken cog

nisance of causes between native land holders, not in the

service of the company, consequently, by the act of parlia

ment, not within the jurisdiction of the English courts ;

and had proceeded in several cases to inflict severe penalties

on those who refused to acknowledge their authority. The

most important instances alleged of extrajudicial assump

tion, were in civil actions, the Patna and the Cossijurah

causes, in the first, twonative magistrates, men of rank and

respectability, were imprisoned, and their effects confis

cated by an English sheriff, for their official conduct in a

case which was not under the jurisdiction of the English

tribunal. In the second, the rajah of Cossijurah having

resisted the jurisdiction of the court, the sheriff had des

patched an armed force to compel obedience ; but the

governor general and council ordered a more numerous

body to march speedily, and prevented what they conceived

to be illegal acts. The most noted instance of interference

in extrajudicial causes of criminal process, was the trial

and execution of Nundcomar for forgery. Nundcomar,

a bramin of the highest cast, was tried, condemned, and

hanged on a statute of George II. against forgery, strictly

confined, and appropriated to England and its paper curren

cy. Neither the person accused, nor the person whose name

was forged were subject to the British jurisdiction : by the

laws of India, forgery is not punishable capitally ; thus a

man was put to death by a court to which he was not

amenable, for a crime not capital by the laws to which he

was amenable. On these reports several resolutions were

brought forward by general Smith, some of which were to

censure Mr. Sullivan for neglect of duty in delaying to

transmit the act of regulation to the servants of the com

pany, and instructions to release the unjustly imprisoned,

magistrates of Patna ; and also for restraining one of the

secretaries of the India company, by an oath, from giving

information to the committee. The other motions related

to the conduct of sir Elijah Impey. On these resolutions,

the house addressed his majesty to recal sir Elijah Impey.
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1782.
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The. committee, in discussing the conduct of judicature,

found some proceedings in which Mr. Hastings appeared

to have exceeded the authority vested in the governor

general bv the act of parliament. The chairman, there

fore, proposed that a new act should be introduced to

ascertain the power of the governor general and council

ol Bengal.

The secret committee took a much wider range of

inquiry than the select committee, and extended its investi

gations to the proceedings of deliberative and executive

offices, as well as judicative; and also included the presi

dency of Madras with Calcutta. The vigorous genius

and indefatigable industry of Mr. Dundas produced one

hundred and eleven resolutions, which he arranged into

three classes, each of which consisted of three distinct

heads ; the two first ot public and general nature, the third

of personal culpability. The first class regarded the

general system of our government in India, and included

a severe censure on the conduct of Mr. Hastings and Mr.

Hornsby, with a declaration, that it was the duty of the

directors to recal these officers of the company from em

ployments io which they had been guilty of flagrant mal

versation. The second and third classes of resolutions

respected the affairs of the Carnatic, and contained very

severe animadversions on the general administration of the

presidency, with specific charges of great moment against

sir Thomas Rumbold, late governor of Madras, Mr.

Whitehill and Mr. Perrin, members of the council. Bills

of pains and penalties were passed against these gentlemen,

and the usual regulations annexed, to prevent themselves

from leaving the kingdom, or their effects from being

confiscated.

The supplies of the year were 'one hundred thousand

seamen, with nearly the same number of land forces as in

the former year. The loan this year was 13,510,0001.:

the terms were near six per cent. but as stocks was so low

as fifty-four, and money could not be borrowed at a much

cheaper rate, the conditions underwent little animadver

sion ; the new taxes were on insurances, bills of exchange,

inland ^vat£r carriage and coasting navigation, five per
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cent. additional duty on all excise and customs on brandies, CHAP,

about ten per cent, on the necessary article of small beer, ^^-^

and twenty per cent, on salt and tobacco : imposts so much , .82

affecting the lower classes, were the subjects of loud com- Session

plaint. On the 11th of July his majesty prorogued parlia

ment, and in his speech steered very clear of every allusion

to political changes.
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V

West Indies—French recover St. Eustatius to the Dutch.

—Invest St. Christophers—bold attempt of sir Samuel

Hood to relieve the Island—skilful operations of that

admiral—but for xvant of military force, ineffectual.—

St. Christophers surrenders, and also Nevis and Mont-

serrat.—Apprehensions for famaica.—Sir George Rod

ney arriving from Britain with a reinforcement, resumes

the command.—Objects of the admiral.—De Grasse sails -

from Martinicj.—Rodney pursues the enemy, and over

takes them off Guadaloupc—Battle of the ilth of April

—gallant efforts of the French—at length Rodney breaks

the line—gains a decisive victory—takes or destroys a

great part of the feet.—Principle of naval warfare illus

trated by this victory—important advantages Summary

of Rodney's exploits against our three naval enemies-

created a peer.—North America.—Sir Henry Clinton

resigns the command—succeeded by Carleton.—No activehostilities. East Indies Pecuniarif deficiencies.—

Schemes of Mr. Hastings to procure resourcesfor carry

ing on the war.—The zemindars—tenure of their pos

sessions.—Cheyt Sing—rajah of Benares. Stipulated

subsidy—Mr. Hastings's vierv of Cheijt Singes relalicn

to the company.—Applies for an extraordinary subsidy

to anszver the Company's emergency—granted repeatedly

with reluctance.—Hastings repeats his demand.—Pro

ceeds to Benares to enforce compliance.—Conduct oj

Cheyt Sing and his people—he flies from Benares.—

Alleged disaffection and machinations of the Begur.s.

—At the instance of Mr. Hastings their treasures con

fiscated.—Hastings detaches the Mahratta prince frou

the confederacy of native powers.—Suff-rein expects to

crush the British naval force in India—disappointed.—

Various conflicts between him and sir Edward Hughes—

though not decisive, are favourable to Britain.—Cam

paign of sir Lyre Coote against Under A!-y.—-Cc!inil
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BraithwaWs corps surprised and overpowered by Tippoo

Saib.—Signal victory of sir Eyre Coote at Red-hill—

Hyder Ally completely discomfited—worn out byfatigue,

sir Eyre Coote resigns the command.—Hastings succeeds

in putting an end to the Indian confederacy.—Operations

of sir Edward Hughes.—Expedition against Mysore

from the Malabar coast.—Tippoo Saib surprises general

Matthews in a defile, and captures his detachment.—

Death of sir Eyre Coote, the military saviour of India.

—Hastings the political saviour.—Farther operations

stopt by intelligence from Europe.—Europe.-—Siege of

Minorca by a great armament—the garrison after a

gallant defence capitulates.—Fleets of France, Spain,

and Holland.—Admiral Harrington intercepts part of a

French convoy destinedfor the East Indies.—Exploit of

captain farvis.—Lord Howe prevents the Dutch fleet

from sailing.—Combined fleets sail to the channel—dis

appointed, they return southward.—Loss of the Royal

George and admiral Kernpenfeldt.-Renewed preparationsagainst Gibraltar enormous battering ships-"—large

army andfeet—the besiegers calculate that twentyfour

hours would reduce Gibraltar.—Elliot anticipates their

attack—pours red hot balls on their batteries—again,

destroys their preparations, and shows their hopes to be

groundless they again attempt to blockade. Lord

Howe sails to supply and relieve Gibraltar—effects his

purpose in the face of a much superior fleet—offers the

enemy battle, which they decline.—General purpose of

Bourbon ambition against Britain frustrated.—Britain

maintains the sovereignty of the sea.— The belligerent

powers at length convinced that their hostilities are reci

procally ruinous.—Overtures for a general peace—the

preliminaries signed at Paris.—Independence of Anierica

acknowledged.— Treaties between Britain and the res

pective powers.—General view of this arduous contest.—

Her resistance against such a confederation offoes mani

fested the immense resources—lofty genius and invincible

spirit of the British nation.—Folly of naval states pro

voking to hostilities, the mistress of -the ocean.——

Consequences proximate and eventual to the respective

parties.
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CHAP, IN the close of the year 1781, while the British fleet

was unsuccessfully occupied in attempting to relieve the

1782 army in Virginia, the marquis de Bouille, governor of

West Th Martinico, invaded St. Eustatius with two thousand men,

French re- easily subdued that island, being defended by only seven

Statiusto hundred men belonging to the thirteenth and fifteenth regi-

the Dutch, ments. Besides the inferiority of force, the garrison

having no expectations of such an attempt, were in a state

of security, and indeed oscitancy, which greatly facilitated

the success of their enemies. A considerable part of the

effects captured by the British still remained on the island,

so that it proved a very valuable prize. In the beginning

of January, the French retook the Dutch settlements of

Demarara and Essequibo, and by restoring them to Hol

land, confirmed the amity of the aristocratic party in that

country towards their new ally. The count de Grasse was

now returned from North America to the Leeward Islands,

and commanded a fleet of thirty-two ships of the line.

Sir Samuel Hood was also come back to Barbadoes.

Trusting to their superiority, the French commanders made

an attempt on the valuable Island of St. Christophers.

vest"St.n The land forces under the command of de Bouille, con-

phcrf0" Slsted of eight thousand men, escorted and seconded by

the fleet. On the 11th of Januarv, they effected a land

ing. The British garrison commanded by general Fraser,

did not exceed six hundred men ; taking possession how

ever of a very strong post, the commandant fortified him

self, in hopes of holding out till succour should arrive.

The whole military force of Britain in those islands was

inconsiderable ; notwithstanding this consideration, and the.

Bold at- comparative smallness of his naval force, sir Samuel Hood

!f'n5i "!,„i determined to venture one of those bold measures which

Hood to have generally terminated with victory to British arms,

isjsjnd. and which in her relative situation to her foes, instead of

being chargeable with temerity, are the wisest that can be

pursued. He departed from Antigua, took on board

general Prescot and the few troops that could be afforded,

and immediately sailed to attack the enemy's fleet. The

count de Grasse was much surprised at die appearance of

the English fleet, and expecting to profit by what he

deemed their rashness ; thinking that by an increase of
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XX.X.

1782.

searoom he could the more easily avail himself of his CHAP,

superior numbers, he moved away from shore. Sir Samuel

Hood instantly saw the advantage that might be derived

from the enemv's departure, and while they were forming

their line ahead, pushed into the road which they had left.

The enemy were not only astonished at the ability and

judgment with which this design was conceived and formed,

and the boldness and nautical skill with which it was exe

cuted,' but alarmed at the consequences which must ensue

from its success. They were apprehensive that the British

fleet might cut off the communication between the French

naval and military force. Hoping to overpower our arma

ment by their numbers, they, on the 25th of January,

attacked the rear of the squadron commanded by commo

dore Affleck ; but that brave officer, seconded by lord

Robert Manners and captain Cornwallis (heroes worthy

of the marquis of Granby and earl Cornwallis), and the

other ships of the division, repelled the enemy. The next

day de Grasse made a general attack, but he was again

repelled with severe loss : and sir Samuel Hood retained his Slci.lful °5.e.
r rations of

position between the enemy s fleet and army, without any that ad-

farther interruption. Meanwhile the French general had IU,ral;

made considerable progress in the investment of the fort ;

but from the strength of the place, small as the garrison

was, he found that a regular siege would be necessary.

On the 16th of January he opened the trenches, proceeded

with his works, and mounted his batteries, which soon

played with terrible effect. The British continued to

make the most gallant resistance : admiral Hood sent

general Prescot ashore, in hopes to be able to assist the

besieged ; but finding the attempt impracticable, from the '«it for want

number and disposition of the enemy, reembarked his force, in-

troops. The garrison, after having with the greatest patience eftectual.

and fortitude withstood the host of their enemies, became

every day weaker both in number and fortifications ; and

at last finding all their efforts hopeless, agreed to a capitu- pne^™r?"

lation which was concluded on honourable terms. The renders,

French fleet being joined by two ships, admiral Hood,

now, that the preservation of the island was no longer in

view, resolved not to hazard an engagement until a rein

forcement which was daily expected should arrive from

( Vol. II. G. g g
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England ; he therefore quitted his present situation, and

p retired towards Antigua. The islands of Nevis and

Montserrat followed the fortune of St. Christophers ; so

that of all our former valuable possessions in the West

Indies, Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua, now only re

mained, and affairs wore a very inauspicious aspect to the

Apprehen- British interests. Jamaica, the great object of Spanish

sioiia for ambition, was now proposed to be attacked by the count

Jamaica. ' . .

de Grasse, who was to be joined by a Spanish fleet and

army for that purpose. The Spaniards had stationed at

Hispaniola and Cuba, about twenty-six ships of the line

and a considerable body of soldiers : the fleet, when com

bined, would amount to sixty ships of the line, the troops

to about twenty thousand ; and a great naval and military

reinforcement was daily expected under admiral Guichen.

The land force of Britain, in Jamaica, consisted of six

battalions of regulars, amounting to two thousand four

hundred men, and the militia about double that number.

From the British fleet, so outnumbered, they could have

expected little assistance. The goodness of the troops, the

zeal and bravery of the inhabitants, together with the

natural strength of the country, might have long withstood

so mighty a host, and perhaps ultimately, with the assistance

of the climate so peculiarly fatal to Spanish indolence,

repelled the invaders : but the conflict would have been

arduous, and a great part of the valuable property must

have been destroyed during its operations ; the well

grounded apprehension therefore of such an attempt was

extremely alarming to the islanders themselves, and to all

interested in the fate of so estimable a possession. While

affairs were in this situation, and the hopes and fears of

the contending parties so anxiously aroused, intelligence

arrived that Guichen's fleet and convoy, after their encounter

with admiral Kempenfeldt, had been shattered by succes

sive tempests ; and unable to proceed on their voyage, re

turned to France, and two ships of the line only were

strong enough to join de Grasse.

On the 19th of February, sir George Rodney with

twelve ships of the line arrived from England at Barba

dos, and a few davs after joining sir Samuel Hood, took

command, of the whole fleet before the end of the month;
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being reinforced by two more ships of the line from F.ng- CHAP,

land, the British fleet consisted of thirty-six ships of the xlv

line. Having received information that a second convoy

had sailed from Brest, in order to compensate to a certain

degree the failure of the former, and was conveying pro

visions, naval and military stores, he tried to intercept it

before it reached de Grasse ; but the French convoy found sumes the

means to elude the danger, and to join the admiral on the o"tUt'tt"et.

20th of March, in fort Royal, where he was repairing his

ships with a view of sailing as soon as possible to the

westward : admiral Rodney stationed himself off St. Lucie

to watch his motions. It was the object of the French Objects of

admiral to avoid fighting, until he should join the Spaniards rutS.'

at Hispaniola ; the British commander proposed to pre

vent the intended junction, and to bring the French to a

decisive battle. The fate of the British West Indies de

pended on the success or miscarriage of the admiral's

design; if the two hostile fleets joined, our naval force

would no longer be able to preserve our islands from ruin.

If Rodney could bring de Grasse to fight, the former

having thirty-six ships of the line, the latter thirty- four,

but balancing our superiority of number by size, weight

of metal, and a greater multitude of men, the fleets would be

very near an equality of physical force ; consequently there

could be little doubt that the ability, skill, and prowess of

England would be triumphant. De Grasse was stationed

at Martinico ; admiral Rodney at Gros Islet bay in St.

Lucie, and his fleet ready to sail, the van was commanded

by admiral Drake, the rear by sir Samuel Hood, and the

centre by Rodney himself. Frigates were disposed near

the French fleet to give the English admiral intelligence

if they sailed. Accordingly, on the 8th of April, news De Grasse

arrived that de Grasse had weighed anchor, and in a very j"^^^

short time the same day Rodney began to follow his course.

De Grasse, in order to avoid the British fleet, instead of Rodney

sailing directly westward to Hispaniola, chose a northern {h"8^"

and circuitous course alorjg the coast of Guadaloupe. Had my,

he proceeded in the direct track which was to leeward, he

thought he could not avoid being overtaken by the English,

but by coasting between the islands, as the French were

much better acquainted with these channels, he expected
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CHap, to baffle their pursuit. The British signals, however, were

^^L^^ repeated with such quickness and exactness through the

1782. intervening stations, that the fleet sailed within five hours

of the French, and came in sight of them that very same

night near Dominica. De Grasse, thinking that a distant

and running fight would be unavoidable, formed his line

for that purpose. Early next morning when sir George

Rodney was making dispositions for battle, he found him

self becalmed. A breeze however reached the van between

eight and nine in the morning, without extending to the

centre and rear. The first division of the British fleet

being thus separated from the rest, count de Grasse wil

lingly engaged, hoping by his whole fleet to cut off the

advanced part of ours. Notwithstanding the superiority

of the enemy, sir Samuel Hood made so bold a stand as

to sustain all their efforts, though not without his ships

suffering material damage. At length Rodney himself

being able to come up with part of the centre division, the

battle became less unequal. De Grasse, who from the

command of the wind could either fight closely or distantly,

drew off his fleet, and before the rest of the British arrived,

was entirely out of reach of battle. The next day admiral

Rodney was obliged to employ in refitting the damaged

ships, and transposing the van and rear, as those who had

not been in the late action were the fittest for beginning a

new conflict. On the Uth, the enemy's fleet weathered

Guadaloupe, and got to such a distance that they were

and over- barely perceivable. About noon that day two of the ene-

ofFCuada- tny's ships were seen so much astern of the rest of the

loupe. fleet, that the British had no doubt of cutting them off : a

signal for general ehuce was thrown out. The pursuit

was so vigorous that they would have been undoubtedly

captured had not the whole French fleet returned for their

protection. This movement gave the British commanders

infinitely more delight, than they would have derived from

the possession of the two ships. They perceived that the

enemy could not avoid a close engagement, and during

the night the line was formed in a most masterly disposi

tion. The enemy, sensible that they must now fight, were

also arranged with great skill. The scene of action was

a bason of water lying between the islands of Guadaloupe,
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Dominica, the Saints, and Marigalante ; and bounded both CHAP,

to windward and leeward by dangerous shores. .ylX.

On the 12th of April, at seven in the morning, the ,r82

hostile fleets met upon opposite tacks. The signal for close Battle of

righting was thrown out and punctually observed, the line April,

was formed at only a cable's length distance, our ships as

they came up ranged slowly and closely along the enemy's

line, and under their lee, where they gave and received fi

tremendous fire. Admiral Drake, who now commanded

the van, began the battle with the greatest gallantry ; receiv

ed, and with the most efficacious energy returned, the shot

of the whale French line. His leading ship the Marlbo

rough, commanded by captain Penny, was peculiarly dis

tinguished, received and returned at the nearest distance

the first broadside of twenty-three French ships of war,

and had the fortune only to have three men killed, and

sixteen wounded. As the ships were so near, every ball

took effect, and the French ships being very full of men,

great numbers were slain. The French made a most gal- ({siinnt

lant resistance, which they were enabled to do the more t|'™'ts of

effectually as the British rear was long prevented by a calm French,

from taking any active share in the battle. They had fought

five hours, before the British, though evidently the more

forcible, had gained any decisive advantage ; when between At length

twelve and one o'clock, Rodney, with four ships, bore ^Iks'the

athwart the enemy, and broke their line ; being admi- ,iue.

rably supported by his division, he doubled upon them,

separated their force, and threw them into irrecoverable

disorder. As soon as he had effected this movement, he

threw out a signal for the van to tack ; admiral Drake

instantly complving, by this means got to windward of the ,enemy, and completed the general confusion. The French

van bore to leeward in an attempt to restore their broken

line, but could not succeed. Meanwhile sir Samuel Hood

had reached the scene of battle with part of his division,

and contributed to crush the enemy. Even after all order Gains a 4c

and connected system was entirely destroyed on the part ™*"e Tle.

of the French, their ships singly and severally fought with

the most inflexible courage. De Grasse himself, in the

Ville de Paris, after the route became general, made a

most obstinate resistance, but at last struck to sir Samuel
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Hood. The Hector, the Glorieux, the Csesar, of 74 guns,

the Ardent of 64, were also captured; the Diadem was

sunk ; three thousand of the enemy were killed or drown

ed, and six thousand were wounded, and about two thou

sand taken prisoners : most of their ships that escaped

being taken or sunk, were so damaged as to be unfit for

service. The loss on the side of the English was about a

thousand killed and wounded .: among the slain was captain

Blair, who eminently distinguished himself on that glorious

day, and also had acquired great renown the year before,

in the Dolphin man of war. Among the wounded was

lord Robert Manners, brother to the duke of Rutland ;

thfc brave young nobleman. though not twenty-seven years

of age, had acquired distinguished glory in the Resolution,

a seventy-four gun ship, during a series of brilliant actions,

which he crowned in the last conflict. His wound proved

mortal, and deprived the country of his virtues a few weeks

after the victory.

Naval critics, in reviewing the operations which ter

minated in so brilliant a victory to Britain, have adduced,

or at least confirmed general principles of the highest

importance to the service. In the first place, they observed

it illustrated the wise policy of a commander of British

ships and British sailors being adventurously bold. If

admiral Rodney, when he found the rear division becalmed,

had endeavoured to avoid battle, the enemy might have

escaped ; it also showed, that in close fight British ships

and seamen possess a very great superiority, and that the

increase of their advantage in proportion to their close

ness, renders it generally expedient for British command

ers to break the enemy's line. The consequences of this

victory were important and extensive, thirty-six chests of

money, destined to pav the army and fleet in the West

Indies, were found in the Ville de Paris. b

The day after the battle admiral Rodney endeavoured

to pursue the remains of the French fleet, but was becalm-

b This ship hud a hundred sind ten £iins, and no less than thirteen hundred

men, including soldiers, on hoard. She had been a present to Lev. is XV. rroiu

the city of l*aris, during the low state of the French navy resulting from the

last war in which that prince had been engaged with England. She had cort

time hundred and seventy -six thousand pounds beflre she was titled lor sea, aiid

was lite Only first rate uua of wur that had ever bjcu captured.
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ed for three days at Guadaloupe. Sir Samuel Hood, CHAP,

having been but a short time in the fight, was fitter for XX,X-

pursuit than the other ships, the admiral therefore des- 178.,

patched that commander in hopes of overtaking or inter

cepting the remains of the enemy. On the 19th of April

he captured two ships of the line in the Mona Passage,

b -twcen Porto Rico and Hispaniola. Admiral Rodney

proceeded with the disabled ships and prizes to Jamaica,

was rejoined by sir Samuel Hood off cape Tiberoon, in .•

St. Domingo ; and in the end of April having arrived at

the place of his destination, was received by the grateful

islanders as their glorious deliverer. Rodney indeed had

been the most brilliant promoter of naval glory, the effec

tual supporter of naval power, and beneficial protector of

commerce and wealth to this country, of any personage

whose actions reflected a lustre on the annals of the Ame- Summary

rican war ; in two years and a quarter he had struck a „e?sex-

severe blow against each of our three European enemies. Ploi.ts

In his victory over the Spaniards, he broke that naval three naval

force which some months before ostentatiously paraded on eitcmies- >

our coasts ; reducing the Dutch, he deprived them of the

chief sinew of war; by the discomfiture of the French he

completely overthrew all the mighty projects of the Bour

bons for exalting themselves by ruining our plantations

and marine force. He showed himself a gallant and skil

ful sailor and an able commander, that could direct all the

excellence of British ships and British seamen. Such a

commander supplied with- a force equal to the enemy, was

successful, and always must be successful. This victory

not only secured our West India possessions, but in a

great degree ended the West India war, as no operations

of any importance were afterwards undertaken in that

part of the world. Soon after sir George Rodney had so

essentially served his king and country, intelligence arri

ved that the new administration had resolved he should

serve no longer, and had appointed admiral Pigot to take

the command in his stead. Whatever that gentleman's

talents might be, his situation had never afforded him

opportunities of such exertion or display as to demonstrate

the policy of the minister, who, to avail himself of Mr.

Pigot's professional efforts, superseded admiral Rodney.
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Our gallant veteran relinquished a command in which he

had now left so little undone, and returned home. to enjoy

the gratitude of hjs king and country, and the honours

which had been conferred by his sovereign. The victo

rious admiral was called to the house of lords, because he

had made the best of a force intrusted to his command,

by conquering the enemy and discomfiting their designs.

Sir Samuel Hood also, who next to admiral Rodney had

so eminently distinguished himself, was promoted to the

well earned honour of an Irish peerage. Messrs. Drake

and Affieck for their respective services were created

baronets.

In North America sir Henry Clinton having resigned

the command, was succeeded by sir Guy Carleton, but no

military transactions of any importance took place in this

campaign. The resolutions against the American war,

and the negotiations lor peace, although they did not induce

the provincials to a separate treaty, yet in a great measure

suspended hostilities. The armies, indeed, were nearly

equal in strength, Carleton had no motive to attack the

enemy lor the sake of advancing in a country into which

all progress was now renounced, and Washington had no

inducement to assail a force which was still very formida

ble. The Spaniards finding all their hopes of important

conquest in the West Indies disappointed, employed their

armaments in less considerable enterprises. The governor

of Cuba, with five thousand men, made an attack on the

Bahama islands, which being defended by about two hun

dred only, capitulated. The French, with the remainder

of their beaten fleet, concerted a predatory expedition

against the property of the Hudson's Bay company, and

acquired a considerable booty. On the other hand, the

English made a successful excursion to the Musquito shore,

and captured fort Dalin, with a great number of Spanish

troops.

In Africa the Dutch was dispossessed of most of their

settlements, except the cape of Good Hope ; but they were

still able to retain this important key to India.

While in the Carnatic those warlike preparations

Were carrying on which are narrated among the transac

tions of 1780 and 1781, the governor general was not
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inactive in Bengal. Aware of the dispositions of the CHAP,

native powers to join in the confederacy against British

India, it was an important part of his duty to counteract 1/gg,

their designs. He had also the task of providing resources

and means of defence against both treacherous friends and

professed enemies. The expenses of the present war, in Pecuniary

which all the English presidencies were so deeply, and u.efician-

one at least dangerously involved, rose to such a height,

that even the finances of Bengal proved unequal to their

supply. It was therefore necessary, not only to be very

strict in exacting the revenue, but either to create new

sources or to relinquish the defence of our possessions in

India. The governor general anxiously desirous of secur- Schemes

ing such valuable interests, appeared to think that the pre- Hastings to

servation of British India might justify measures that P™"k

nothing hut political necessity could sanction. The Indian for the

land holders are called zemindars, and the chief zemindars ^e Ze

are called rajahs. The great estates appeared to have min.iars,

held of the mogul, as lord paramount of the soil : the infe- tenureof

rior zemindars to have held of the rajahs. A doubt was their po»

alleged, whether the tenure of the zemindars was stable

on the performance of certain conditions, or dependent on

the discretion of the superior in the various degrees, from

the lowest tenant to the emperor. The former mode would

unquestionably be the most consonant to the ideas of free-

born Britons, but the latter was no less agreeable to the

analogy of Mahsmedan despotism. Whatever power the

emperor himself possessed over the lands or effects of the

zemindars, he delegated to the collectors of revenues, and

consequently had transferred to the India company over

the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, by the treaty

-concluded in 1764. The extent and limits of the juris

diction which by this treaty the company acquired over

either the lands or effects of the inhabitants, were to be

defined not by any reference to British rules of property,

but by the usage and laws of India. Lord Clive, at the

treaty of Illahabad, had guaranteed to Buhvart Sing, the

zemindary of Benares, subject to the payment of the for

mer revenue to the nabob of Oude. The guarantee did

not extend to the rajah's family, and on the death of Buhvart

Sing, in 1770, it appeared that the zemindary of Benares

Vol. II. H h h
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CHAP, was riot hereditary, as Cheyt Sing, the late rajah's son,

y^^I^, paid to the nabob a fine of two hundred and fifty thousand

,782 pounds, with an increase of rent of three hundred thousand

CheytSiug pounds, in order to be admitted to his father's tenements.0

The nabob afterwards endeavoured to extort one hundred

and twenty-five thousand pounds more from his vassal,

which, though prevented by the interference of Mr. Hast

ings, afforded a presumptive proof of the discretionary

tenure by which the zemindary was held. In 1775, under

Sujah Dowla, the nabob of Oude, the sovereignty of Bena

res was transferred to the company, and thus Cheyt Sing

became vassal to that body on precisely the same tenure

as he had before been to the nabob of Oude. Mr. Hast

ings, soon after this agreement, authorized his resident to

assure Cheyt Sing of the company's approbation of his

conduct, and on that account that he should be allowed to

occupy the zemindarv on the same, conditions as before,

and at the same time recommended him to raise a body of

Mr. Hast. two thousand horse. Mr. Hastings from the analogy of

ipgss views jnd;an tenures, considered Chevt Sinff as a tenant at will,

of the ra- t 1 ".. .

jah's reia. with a general promise of holding his lands during good

company, behaviour, and thought himself the Stewart of the proprie

tor, entitled to interpret the goodness of the tenant's con

duct, by the fidelity and gratitude which he should mani

fest towards the proprietors, from whose bounty he was

allowed to retain his lands.d The requisite exertions

might be greater or less according to circumstances : it

was evident that the terms on which he held Benares were

extremely advantageous, and as obviously Mr. Hastings

appeared to conceive that his tenure was good conduct and

attachment to the company. His dispositions, the state

of affairs soon put to the test : intelligence being receiv

ed of the war with France, and a variety of circumstan

ces having intimated the design of a native confederacy,

it was determined by the governor general and council, in

the month of July 1778, that the rajah Cheyt Sing should

be required to contribute an extraordinary subsidy of five

lacks of rupees towards the expenses which this new exi-

c Annual Register, irS3, chap. I. d This may ho gathered from his de

fence, and the writings «f bis friends.
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gency would impose on government during the current CHAP,

year. The -rajah paid this advanced rent with great XXIX-

unwillingness ; the next year he testified much stronger t782

reluctance, although the increase of hostilities rendered A subsidy

supplies still more indispensably necessary ; and though with great

known to be extremely rich, pretended to be in the most relucta["!e-

distressing poverty. Mr. Hastings found him so slow in

his payments, that he sent two battalions of seapoys to

Benares to be paid and subsisted by the rajah, until he

made good the required sum. The third year he made

still stronger professions of poverty, and the subsidy was

procured with greater difficulty. In 1781, when the

designs of the confederacy had not only unfolded them

selves, but in the Carnatic were carried into successful exe

cution, the same additional subsidy was demanded, and

also the two thousand horse which he had been desired to Hastings

keep in readiness when protection was promised him by ^s^'1

the company on his first having become their vassal. It-

is to be observed, that the whole amount of the extra

ordinary subsidy imposed, from so urgent a necessity, on

this tributary, was only one-fifth of his yearly rent ; that

he was extremely rich, and could well afford the addition,

which was much less than his former superior, or any

other native chief acting upon the discretionary principles

of Asiatic governments, would have exacted. Even after

paying the demand, he was not in a worse, but in a better

situation as the tenant of the company, than that in which

he would have been as the tenant of Oude, or any other

oriental state. The rajah baffled the demands by repeated

evasions, and at this time (the beginning of 1781), when,,

the possessions of the company were in the greatest dan

ger, and her want of assistance both in men and money

most urgent, Cheyt Sing much more manifestly displayed

his reluctance to contribute aid than in preceding years6.

All the countries adjoining the rajah's territories were

either openly or secretly engaged in the combination ; from,

that circumstance, together with the rajah's unwillingness

to support the cause of the company, the governor general

suspected Cheyt Sing to be connected with the hostile con-

e See Artnual Register, 1783, c. i. ; aiul ThOmitson-s War In A-5a.
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CHAP, federacy. Various accounts, both from English residents at

^^^^ Benares and the neighbouring countries, confirmed the

1782 suspicion. Mr. Hastings now being extremely straitened

from want of money for paying the company's troops and

other services, and farther desirous of exploring the inten

tions and designs both of the rajah and others who pro

fessed amity, resolved to make a progress into the upper

country. Impressed with an opinion of the rajah's culpa

bility, the governor general had privately resolved that, if

on examination he found him really hostile, the punish

ment of treacherous designs to injure the company should

be such a fine as would relieve their present exigencies.

proeeefis Accordingly he proceeded to Benares : the rajah met him

to Benares on the frontiers, expressed his complete submission, made

compli- protestations of the most zealous fidelity and attachment

*nce- to the company, and declared that his zemindary and all

his possessions were the gift of the company, and at their

command. Mr. Hastings little moved with these general

professions of friendship, after arriving at Benares, made

specific charges of infidelity and disaffection to the English

government from which he held his zemindary ; of inter

nal tyranny and oppression, contrary to the tenure of his

vassullage ; and of evasion respecting the payment of sub

sidies. The rajah denied these charges, and endeavoured

to refute them, but not to the governor's satisfaction : to

make him more compliant, he put Cheyt Sing under an

Conduct of arrest. The inhabitants of Benares rushed in great num-

Chevt bers upon a small party of two companies which guarded

pj".8 * pe°" Sing's person, cut them to pieces, and rescued the rajah.The governor himself was in considerable danger, having

but a small body of attendants in the midst of a hostile

multitude. Finding the disorderly spirit of the people,

he sent for troops from different quarters to come to Bena

res ; the rajah fled to a distant place of refuge, from thence

he sent a suppliant letter, to which Mr. Hastings made

no answer. A war broke out in Benares ; the gov

ernor soon subdued that country, and took possession of

the treasures of the rajah. Immense sums were found in

his treasury, which proved that his excuses of poverty

were totally unfounded. Cheyt Sing published a mani

festo addressed to other rajahs* in which he attempted to
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justify himself, and stir up his neighbours against the CHAP,

British name, and immediately afterwards retired into

banishment. i782-

Mr. Hastings considering this insurrection at Be- Jle

nares as a rebellion, deemed it part of the great combination nares.

against British India. It appeared to him that Cheyt Sing (^'!a'(feec^i°>

had been warmly supported by the neighbouring province and machi-

of Oude, especially in the countries that were governed by the be-

the begums, or dowager princesses, who according to the Sum8,

customs of India had, forthe support of their widowhood,

the investiture of certain demesnes and treasures under

the name of jaghires. The begums of Oude were the

mother and grandmother of the reigning prince. The

nabob came down to Chunar, with the professed intention

of paying his respects to the governor general, accompa

nied with a considerable number of troops : Mr. Hastings

by no means approved of this visit, he had no occasion for

the nabob for quelling the commotions in Benares, and

was not without suspicions of the treachery so incidental

to the feeble and timid characters of oriental despotism;

not, however, choosing to communicate to the nabob his

distrust, he expressed his acknowledgments for his kind

attention, and at Chunar they met. Mr. Hastings being

well informed of the proceedings of the begums, consulted

with sir Elijah Impey, whether, they being in actual re

bellion, the nabob might not confiscate their property ; sir

Elijah answered in the affirmative. Fortified with this

authority, Mr. Hastings appeared to entertain no doubt of

the legality of the principle ; but it was necessary to the

purposes of equity and justice to examine the fact ; in this

investigation he requested the assistance of the judge,

who undertook to collect testimonies, and the result was,

that the begums had abetted the rebellion of Cheyt Sing. •Having ascertained this fact to his satisfaction, and also

that they were hostile to the government of the nabob him

self, he entered into a treaty with that prince ; one arti

cle of which was, that as great distress had arisen to the

nabob's government, from the military power and domin-'

ion assumed by the begums, he should bi permitted to

resume such of their lands as he might deem to be neces

sary. As the nabob acknowledged a great debt to the
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CHAP, company, the proceeds of the confiscation were to be ap-

^J^^ plied to liquidate that demand, and consequently to in-

i7g2 crease the pecuniary resources of the company when sup

plies where so much wanted. The nabob having returned

to Oude, and not having immediately proceeded to the

forfeiture stipulated in the treaty, was strongly urged not

only to seize a part, but the whole of the effects as con-

Atthein- fiscated in consequence of the rebellion : that prince at

M™cHa°t- last enforced the act, and dispossessed the begums of all

ingt, then. their treasures/ Such was the procedure of Hastings

ti'cttsurcs .

are cimfis- respecting Cheyt Sing and the begums, which the narra-

cated. tor considers, with its ostensible reasons, as part of the

series of British affairs in India that it is his duty to re

late, though he conceives it unnecessary to canvass all

the assertions and attempted arguments, all the replies

and attempted refutations, that arose from this subject.

Leaving the moral rectitude and judicial legality of Mr.

Hastings's conduct with the appropriate tribunal by which

it has been already discussed, the history proceeds to the

political effects of the expedition. It afforded the com

pany the means of paying their troops, increasing their

resources, and redoubling their exertions against the corn-

Mr. Hast- bined enemies. It prevented the native powers from

tachetthe effectually joining the confederacy, and served also to de-

Mahratta tach one important sovereign, Moodeiee Sdndia, the
prince . i ? J '

from the Mahratta prince, from the alliance. A peace was conclu-

confedera-
cyofoa™" ^e(^ in October 1781, between him and Mr. Hastings;6

tivepow- so that, on the whole, the measures of Mr. Hastings, at

ls this time very essentially served the British cause.

Suflrein The French, we have seen, had formed expectations

expects to 0r ,.uining the British interests, through themselves and

crush the ° - - ' °

Hritish na- the confederacies which they instigated in the eastern as

vai force. we\\ as the western world; and with that view sent a

squadron with a powerful body of forces, under monsieur

Suffrein, to India. Sailing from the cape of Good Hope,

Suffrein joined monsieur de Orves at the island of Mau

ritius : the French commander, with a fleet of ten ships

of the line, one fifty gun ship, several large frigates, and

f Annual Register, 1783, chap. i.

g Ibid, and Thompson's War in Asia.
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a multitude of transports and store vessels, having on CHAP,

board a numerous body of land forces, sailed in January xx,x,

1782, for the coast of Coromandel : M. de Orves dying ,.g2.

on the passage, the sole command of the fleet devolved

on M. de Suffrein. A British convoy, under general

Meadows, was proceeding with troops for India, and two

ships of the line and two fifties ; the Hannibal, one of the

latter, was taken by the enemy ; but the rest of the fleet

reached Madras, the place of their destination. On the

31st of January sir Edward Hughes was obliged to sail

from Trincomale for Madras, to procure a supply of

stores and provisions, and refit his ships. At his arrival

on the 8th of February, he was informed by lord Ma

cartney, the new governor, that a French armament

amounting to thirty sail had been seen on the coast, and

was supposed not to be above twenty leagues to the north

ward. Admiral Hughes had only six ships of the .line,

with the crews in a very iudifferent condition, when he

was the following day reinforced by the two ships of the

line and one of fifty guns, which were just arrived from

England. Sir Eyre Coote with great alacrity and expe

dition assisted him in manning his ships from the land

forces ; and having now his stores and provisions on board,

on the 15th of February he saw the French fleet bearing

directly to Madras, with ten sail of the line, two fifties,

and six frigates. Suffrein had expected to find only six

English ships of the line, and hastened, in all the vivacity

of French fancy, hoping to overpower the English fleet,

and thereby cooperate so effectually with Hyder Ally as

to reduce Madras ; and by a little farther extension of the

imagination, anticipated the speedy ruin of British India.

The pleasing reverie of Suffrein met with a disagreeable

interruption in the view of nine ships of war prepared to

obstruct his progress : on this discovery he immediately

stopped, and soon after drew off his fleet to the southward.1*

Admiral Hughes immediately followed, and the next day is disap-.

descried the French ships of war to the eastward : while p°lntert.

the convoy escorted by frigates was steering south towards

Pondicherry, the British admiral threw out a signal for

]i Annual Register, 1783
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XXIX.

17852.

CHAP, chase, with the double view of capturing the convoy and

inducing the French admiral to return to attempt their

relief. In the course of the pursuit the British ships re

took five English prizes with their crews and cargoes,

and captured a sixth, that proved to be a very impor

tant advantage : she was a large French transport of

thirteen hundred tons, containing a considerable train of

artillery and a great quantity of gunpowder and other

military stores for Hydtr Ally, with three hundred soldiers

on board. Meanwhile the French fleet endeavouring to

assist the convoy, obliged the British admiral to recal the

chasers; and having ordered the prizes to be sent to Ne-

Various gapatam, he prepared to iorm the line of battle. On the

conflicts 1 7"th of February, earlv in the morning, the admiral threw

between . re"- •

him and sir out the signal for lormir.g in a compact order, so as to

lluXot] prevent the enemy from profiling by their superiority ; but

the weather was extremely unfavourable to the collection of

his ships. The enemy perceiving the British squadron,

notwithstanding every effort of both commander and officers,

to be still dispersed, attacked the rear, while the rest were

hy a calm prevented from taking a share in the action.

The British ships that were engaged were much shattered

and in danger of being entirely wrecked, when a favour

able wind rising, enabled the others to bear down on the

enemy with force and effect, but darkness intervening pre

vented the battle ; and during the night the French fleet

sailed away to the northeast. In this unequal contest,

though the event was not decisive, two English captains

were killed ; Stevens of the Superb, and Reynolds of the

Exeter ; and these two ships were so much damaged, that

Hughes found it necessary to proceed to Trincomale for

repairs. There he expected to meet a convoy with troops

and stores from England, which he intended to escort to

Madras : he however found only part of the convoy i but

was joined by two seventy-four gun ships. Having

refitted his squadron, he coasted southwards, and, on the

8th of April, saw the French fleet to the northeast, but at

a considerable distance: in three days he arrived off the

coast of Ceylon. The enemy meanwhile having gained

the wind, and knowing the bav to be extremely rocky,

rts.olvcd to attack the British under the disadvantage of a
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lee shore and a very dangerous road ; and on the 12th of CHAP,

April forming their line with superior numbers, favour- y^^l^,

able wind, and situation, they prepared for the onset. The i782

English admiral under these disadvantages arrayed his

fleet ; the battle began about noon ; both sides fought with

great fury ; and the French finding, notwithstanding their

multiplied advantages, they could make no impression on

the British, drew off their ships. Although these actions though n«t

decisive
were not decisive, yet they proved very beneficial to the prove fa-

British. Hyder Ally had entered the Carnatic in full ^British

reliance that the naval force of France would crush the interest*

English, that thereby he should capture Madras, depose

the nabob of Arcot, and place his son Tippoo in his stead.

Expecting the promised and destined squadron, he had

•with the prospects of 1782 consoled himself for the dis

appointments of 1781 ; but on finding the French with so

great a superiority of numbers repeatedly retiring, he began

to be convinced of the vast superiority of British prowess,

and to despair of accomplishing his favourite objects.

"The other Indian powers received the same impression m.

a greater degree, and became less disposed to hostilities,

which they now apprehended would be ultimately

unavailing. '

Sir Eyre Coote's plan of the campaign was to Campaign

divert Hyder's force, into detached operations, while he ^^eEyTe

himself pressing on him with the main army, should against

oblige him to evacuate the Carnatic. Major Abingdon at Any?1

the beginning of the year arrived in Tillicherry, then

blockaded by a considerable part of Hyder's troops ; by

a bold and well conducted sally, he entirely defeated the

Mysorean, and compelled him to raise the blockade and

retreat from the coast. Another British detachment was

stationed to protect Tanjore, to repress the designs of

Hyder Ally and the French on that side of Pondicherry,

and to cooperate from the south with the main army. This Colonel

body, consisting of two thousand foot and two hundred ^fte"T

and fifty horse, commanded by colonel Braithwaite, was corps^sur^

posted on the river Coleroon ; and in consequence of the defeated

recent defeat of Hyder's troops at Tillicherry, was not g^i^

apprehensive that the enemy would approach the seacoast.

Tippoo Saib understanding the security of the English

Vol. II. I i i
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CHAP, detachment, formed a plan for surprising and surrounding
xx the corps, with about four hundred French and twenty

1782.
thousand native troops. He was but too successful, and

though the British force made the most skilful and gal

lant resistance, they were overpowered by numbers. The

humanitv of the French commander saved the remains of

the British troops from being massacred by Tippoo's bar

barians ; but those who survived the defeat were obliged

to undergo the miseries of a long and cruel imprison

ment. By this disaster the southern parts of the Carnatic

were exposed, and the arrival ot a considerable bodv of

French troops from the Mauritius made the state of the

English more critical. These forces, joined by a numer

ous body from Mysore, besieged Cuddalore, and soon

compelled it to capitulate ; while Hyder Ally watched the

motions of sir Eyre Coote. After this capture thev made

an attempt upon Vandiwash. Sir Eyre Coote marched

to its relief, both to protect an important post, and in the

hopes that Hyder Ally, trusting to the efficacy of his

European auxiliaries, would hazard a battle; the M\so-

rean, however, cautiously avoided an engagement, and

relinquishing Vandiwash, retired backwards two days

march, and posted himself in a very strong situation at a

Signal Vic- place called Redhiil. General Coote pursued him thither,

Kvre° Sir attacked h1m on tne 2d of Junei defeated him, put his

Coote at troops to the route, killed great numbers, and would have

Efdhill. ga;ne(j a much more decisive victory had he possessed

cavalry to pursue the fugitives. The battle of the 2d of

June obliged the enemy to retire far into the interior coun

try, and completed the discomfiture of Hyder's designs.

This aspiring adventurer, with a comprehensiveness of

genius, a firmness, and magnanimity of mind, not unwor

thy of the highest European capacity and heroism, had

projected to become master of the Indian empire ; and for

that purpose, to make tools of the French and native pow

ers, in a confederacy for expelling the English, the great

obstacles to the accomplishment of the loftv projects of his

ambition. In the scenes of his personal enterprise, he and

his European auxiliaries were counteracted and baffled by

British prowess directed by the skill and abilities of a

Hughes and a Coote, while in the more distant regions of
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his political operations, he had to contend with the pene- CHAP,

tntting sagacity, profound and powerful genius of a Hast- ^J^.!^,

ings. He was already apprised of the successful efforts 1782

of the governor general in impairing; the confederacy, by Hyder

, • i- tr i ii- f .• • AI'v com-
reducing disaffected allies, and persuading opposite states pietehdis-

to a separate p. ace. He was apprehensive that the same corafiteil-

energetic character would finish the enmity of other pow

ers, and that the force of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay,

might ultimately be exerted against Mysore alone. These His deatllv

disappointments of past hopes and fears of future evils

preyed on the mind of Hyder Ally, affected his health,

and spread a langour over his subsequent measures and

actions : he withdrew to his capital, where some months

after he died. The constitution of sir Eyre Coote was so Worn out

greatly affected by the fatigues which he had undergone, ^ f?y^e-

that he was unable to keep the field any longer ; he there^ Coote re-

tkir i i i i - signs the

fore retired to Madras, leaving the command to major command?

general Stuart. The enemy cautiously abstaining from

battle, and the British commander not being able to com

pel an engagement, no event of much importance happen

ed by land during the rest of the campaign. The French

fleet having refitted in the island of Ceylon, returned to

the coast of Coromandel ; and understanding that a rein

forcement was daily expected to join the English squa

dron, sailed to Negapatam before the supplies should arrive.

Hughes, immediately on descrying the foe, formed his line

of battle ; the contest began ; the enemy were thrown into

disorder ; several of their ships were greatly disabled,

and they expected a cornplets defeat, when an unfavour

able wind prevented the British from reaping the fruits of

the victory, or retarding the retreat of the French. During

the battle, a French ship of the line struck her colours, but

afterwards, in defiance of the established laws of w#r and of

nations, when the British ship trusted to the surrender of

her antagonist. fired into her ; and the unfavourable wind

unfortunately kept the British captain from punishing the

infamous treachery. Suffrein retired to Cuddalore to refit :

fresh troops having arrived from France, with two more

ships of the linf, he with his fleet and land forces sailed to

Trincomale, which they took by surprise. Both sir Eyre

Coote and sir Edward Hughes were very anxiaus far the*
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CHAP, preservation of this important possession, and the admiral

^J^I^ immediately sailed to its relief. A fourth naval action

1782. took place in which the English, though still inferior in

force, after a very hard fought battle, again compelled the

enemy to retreat with great loss of men, and their ships

very much disabled. This was the last conflict between,

the two fleets in the campaign of 1 782.

Hastings ^N northern India, Mr. Hastings was successfully enga-

succeedsin ged in detaching powers from the hostile combination,

end'to'the Having by colonel Muir concluded a peace with Moodajee

federacy ^india, ne procured the mediation of that chieftain to nego

tiate a treaty with the Mahrattas, which was concluded by

Mr. Anderson as envoy of the governor general and coun

cil. The Mahrattas engaged to suffer no Europeans but

the English to establish factories on their coast ; to have

no intercourse with any others, except the Portuguese

anciently settled in those countries, and to join in compel

ling the prince of Mysore to restore whatever possessions

he had wrested from the English or their allies.

Operations SrR Edward Hughes having returned to Madras,

ward Ed was exposed to great danger from a hurricane : fortunate-

Hughes, ly his fleet escaped without loss, but much damage was

suffered by mercantile ships. The larger part of the crop

of rice being destroyed, produced a famine which cut off

great numbers of the natives ; but the vigilant attention of

the governor general and the council of Calcutta tended

powerfully to alleviate the calamity. There being no naval

dock on the coast of Coromandel, sir Edward Hughes

sailed round to Bombay, to be thoroughly repaired : there

he was joined by the long expected squadron under sir

Richard Bickerton. The councils of Calcutta and Bom

bay, now freed from the Mahrattawar, directed their views

to Tippop Saib, and proposed to make a powerful diversion

on the Malabar coast. To enable the government of

Bombay to carry on the war with vigour and effect, the

supreme council sent them fifteen lacks of rupees from the

treasury of Calcutta, which was now by the policy of Mr.

Hastings well supplied ; and, instead of wanting money

for that settlement itself, was. able to assist the other

presidencies.
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In the close of 1782, colonel Humberstown, with a CHAP.

considerable body of troops, was despatched to the Mala- 1J^i^^

bar coast ; and after having made progress in the mari- 17fa

time parts, ventured to penetrate into the interior coun- Expedition

try, where he was repulsed with loss, closely pursued, and sft'mre,

involved in a very dangerous situation. Tippoo Saib, j™9™*e

informed that the British commander was so far advanced, coast,

hastened after him, but Humberstown by forced marches

reached Paniary, where colonel Macleod was just arrived

from Madras with a body of troops. Tippoo Saib imme

diately followed, and invested the town, of which Mac

leod, as elder officer, took the command : the bravery of

the British compelled Tippoo to raise the siege, and he

returned with great expedition to the Carnatic. General

Matthews having been sent from Bombay to the relief of

colonel Humberstown, received on his way intelligence of

Tippoo Saib's discomfiture and retreat. Encouraged by

this information, he attacked the city of Onore, the capital

of Bednore (called also Canara) j he took it by storm,

nor was he able to prevent the outrages incidental to that

mode of capture. Matthews penetrated into the country,

took other towns and fortresses by assault, and though the

detail of his operations be not accurately known, yet it

would appear from the general outlines communicated to

the public, that very unnecessary, and consequently very

unjustifiable cruelties were committed. About this time Death of

died sir Eyre Coote, who had rendered such very impor- CooteTthe

tant services to the British interests in India. Having rail.itary

ssiviour OF

found the company's fortune at Madras at the lowest ebb India,

in 1781, he, with a very inferior force, that year effectually

checked the progress of the Indian conqueror ; and in the

next entirely overthrew his projects. He indeed, second

ed by sir Edward Hughes, may be considered as the imme

diate military saviour of the Carnatic, in cooperation with Hastings

Mr. Hastings, the political saviour of India. cat saviour

Sift Edward Hughes arrived at Madras with his

fleet in April 1783, and on the 2d of May set sail in quest

of the enemy. His strength was considerably weakened

by sickness ; they, however, sought an action with the

enemy, who gave them battle on the 20th of June, in which

the French, having the advantage of the wind prevented a
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CHAP, close engagement. Sir Edward Hughes returned for sup-

XXtX. piies anc\ provisions to Madras ; but before he was ready

i;;82 to sail again, intelligence arrived from Europe which stop

ped his intended operations.

Tippoo Tippoo Sultani having surprised, and by superior

prises gen- numbers overpowered Matthews' band, and retaken some

thews'*'" o^ tlle towns which that general had captured, turned the

s'u ge of the rest into a blockade. General Stuart, now

commander in the Carnatic, made it his chief object to

expel the French, who were reinforced by a fresh body of

soldiers under the marquis de Bussy, and assisted by a

detachment of Tippoo's troops. After he had evacuated

Mysore himself with his main army, he sent colonels Long

and Fullerton to invade the southern parts of Tippoo's

dominions ; and these commanders overran the whole

Coimbatour country. The French were strongly fortified

at Cuddalore : this town Stuart determined to besiege ;

and having spent the month of Mav in making prepara

tions, he marched in the beginning of June. On the

' . 7th, seconded admirably by all his officers and soldiers,
Farther ' • , ' . r .

operations and natives, he carried the outworks of the enemy ; some

Fntei'u-dby days after? repulsed a very vigorous and well conducted

genee sally, and made such approaches as were likelv to ensure

from Eu- ' . , r „
rope. success, when orders lrom Europe put a stop to hostilities.

Siegeof The first scene of warlike operations in Europe in

Minorca the year 1782, was Minorca. The Spaniards had made

arniameut. very great preparations to recover this ancient possession :

thither were sent sixteen thousand land forces, with a train

of artillery, consisting of one hundred and nine pieces of

the heaviest cannon, and thirty-six great mortars. The

English garrison amounted to only two thousand six hun

dred and ninety-two men ; and the whole force of Britain

was so appropriated to various services, that no addition

could be spared for the .relief of Minorca. The fortress

was in some respects very strong, but its works were so

numerous and extensive, as to require at least six thousand

men for effectual defence, so that the present number was.

totally inadequate. Notwithstanding the vast advantage

i He assumed the title of Saltan on the death of his father. Sec Anaofl

Register, 17SS.
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possessed by the enemy, their king endeavoured to increase ChAP.

it by instigating treachery ; a bribe was offered to the

governor, general Murray : the gallant veteran treated the 17g2-

attempt with the generous indignation of a man of integ

rity and honour, solicited to become a villain. The enemy

finding their insidious proffers rejected with merited scorn,

proceeded to invest St. Philips. In August 1781, they

had cut off all communication between the fort and the

country ; and though there was no want of other provi

sions, thev were debarred from supplies of vegetables.

This privation was the more severely felt, as they were

obliged to live on salted meats : the scurvy soon began to

rage, and was accompanied by a putrid fever, which car

ried off great numbers of the garrison, while others were

daily falling by the cannonade of the enemy. Notwith

standing these multiplied evils, the defenders displayed

the utmost valour and constancy, and made several suc

cessful sallies. Though by their artillery they daily

impaired the numbers of the British, the enemy employed

five months in constructing their works. In the beginning

of February, the garrison was so much reduced by sick

ness, that there were only six hundred and sixty men left

who were in any degree fit for duty ; and of these, all but

one hundred were so far tainted with the scurvy, that the

physicians and surgeons declared they could hold out only

a very few davs before they must be sent to the hospital ;

they likewise affirmed, that longer perseverance in defence

must prove the inevitable destruction of the remains of that

brave garrison. There was, they said, no possible remedy

for the sick, nor means even of keeping the greater part of

them much longer alive, but by a speedy relief of whole

some air, aided by an abundant supply of vegetables. It

was also apprehended that the enemy, knowing the weak- ^

ness of the garrison, would now, that their works were gHihnt (le.

finished, attempt to carry it by assault. From all these fe"c? the
1 m l J J garrison

considerations, the governor thought it necessary to capitur capitu

late, and obtained the most honourable terms. s^S' Fe^

Meanwhile preparations were making on both sides Pj.^eof

for the nava! campaign. The arma:nents which France, Spain, and

Spain, and Holland, had equipped to act against Great HolUlld,

Britain on the European seas, contained seventy ships of
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CHAP, the line. As our force for the home service was very

inferior to the fleets of the enemy if united, the object of

1782. the first importance was to prevent their junction, and

weaken them by separate attacks : the second was to pro

tect our numerous convoys, without departing so far as to

leave our coasts unguarded ; and the third, to relieve

Barm^ton Gibraltar. On the 13th of April, admiral Barrington,

intercepts with twelve ships of the line and several frigates, sailed

convoy0 towards the bay of Biscay. On the 20th, he descried a

forthed Aeeti that proved to be a convoy destined for the East

East,Indies. Indies, to supply the loss incurred by the dispersion and

capture of the former transports. They had sailed from

Brest only the day before, escorted by the Protecteur and

Pegase of seventy-four guns, the Actionaire of sixty-four,

and a frigate. The British admiral having made a signal

Exploit of for general chase, captain Jervis, of the Foudroyant of

Jems" seventy four guns, so far outstripped the rest during the

night, that in the morning he was out of sight of the fleet*.

The French commander ordering the convoy to disperse,

and the Protecteur having a large sum of money on board,

it was agreed that the other two ships should keep the

enemy employed, while she made the best of her wayl In

a short time captain Jervis overtook the Pegase, both ships

were fresh from the harbour, and were nearly equal in

force. A very fierce action ensued, in which, notwith

standing the most valiant efforts of the enemy, British sea

manship and discipline so completely prevailed, as that

near a hundred of the French were killed, and a much

greater number wounded ; though not one Briton was

killed, and but very few wounded : after a conflict of an

hour, the French ship surrendered. The Pegase Being

extremely disabled, captain Maitland of the Queen took

her in charge, while the Foudroyant proceeded in the

chase. Captain Maitland having taken three hundred of

the prisoners out of the Pegase, sent lieutenant Bisset with

a party on board to guard the rest, and take direction of

the prize. Immediately after, a French ship of war

appeared, which he understood to be the Protecteur, he

ordered the lieutenaift with a cutter that was in company,

to conduct the Pegase into an English port, while he him

self, incumbered as he was with prisoners, pursued the
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enemy. A chase of fourteen hours brought him up with

the Frenchman, when, after the first broadside, she, to his

.great surprise, struck her colours, and proved to be the j-8a

Actionaire, having on board two hundred and fifty seamen,

and five hundred and fifty soldiers. The other pursuers

were also successful, and took twelve ships of the convoy,

having on board about a thousand soldiers. After this

very successful cruise, extremely boisterous weather obliged

the admiral to return to port, where he arrived in the end

of the month. Captain Jervis was immediately after made

a knight of the bath, an honour destined to be prelusive to

a more splendid mark of his sovereign's favour, earned by

the exertion of the same heroic qualities on a much wider

field. Intelligence being received that the Dutch fleet was

preparing to come out of the Texel, lord Howe sailed with

twelve ships of the line to the coast of Holland, either to

intercept or confine the enemy ; but finding they were not

disposed to venture to the North Seas, and that the com

bined fleets of France and Spain had set sail, he returned

to join admiral Kempenfeldt at Portsmouth. In thebeein- Combined

. fleets sail to
uing of June, Guichen, who had been some months thechaariei.

stationed at Cadiz, and don Louis de Cordova, sailed with

twenty-five ships of the line, and in their progress north

ward were joined by about twenty more. With this

mighty force, steering to the channel, they intercepted part

of a Newfoundland convoy ; but the most valuable portion,

together with the escorting ships of war, escaped. The

enemy being now in the mouth of the channel, great appre

hensions were entertained concerning a homeward bound

fleet of merchantmen from Jamaica, protected by only

three ships of the line, under sir Peter Parker. Lord

Howe sailed in the beginning of July, accompanied by thft

admirals Barrington, sir John Lockart Ross, and Kem

penfeldt. This fleet amounted to no more that twenty-

two sail of the line : therefore the object was to receive

the Jamaica fleet, and baffle the attempts of the enemy,

without being forced to an engagement with so very supe

rior an armament. The abilities and professional skill of

Uiis great man, so well seconded, very dexterously and

completely accomplished these purposes. The combined

fleets neither intercepted our trade, nor could effect a

Vol. II. K k k
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CHAP, junction with the Dutch : and, finding they could derive

SJ^J^/ no advantage from continuing in the channel, retired from

17g„ our coasts. The British fleet having returned to Ports-

Disappoint- mouth, an accidental calamity befel one of our ships,

turlfsouth- involving in it circumstances that caused a deep concern

ward, throughout the nation. While other ships were receiving

Loss of the some necessary repairs, the Royal George., of one hundred

George, guns was found to require a slight species of careen, which

Kempen""*' can ^e execute<l by laying a vessel, in a certain degree, on

feldt. her side, without the trouble and delay of taking her into

dock. On the. 29th of August this business was under

taken ; the ship was crouded with people from the shore,

especially about three hundred women, besides about nine

hundred of the crew. The carpenters had moved the ship

a kreake more on her side than was intended ; when, about

ten o'clock in the morning, a sudden squall arising, threw

her fatally upon her side, and her gunports being open,

and the motion of the cannon increasing the violence of the

shock, she was almost instantly filled with water, and went

to the bottom. The admiral, with a considerable number

of his officers, and about nine hundred of the crew and

visitors, perished at this melancholy moment. The Royal

George was the largest and strongest ship in the British

navy ; had been the seat of command under most of our

distinguished admirals, especially lord Hawke, in his cele

brated battle with Conflans. Admiral Kempenfeldtk was

very eminent for professional science, knowledge, and

judgment, and deemed unrivalled in the art of manoeu

vring ; being besides amiable and estimable as a man, he

was universally lamented.

Renewed Having protected our coasts and our trade, and pre-

,pt*cpsxr3"

lionsagainst vented the junction of the Bourbon fleets with the Dutch,

Gibraltar. .gritain now directed her naval attention to the relief of

Gibraltar. From the surrender of Minorca, the king of

Spain hoped the key of the Mediterranean would be the

the next acquisition. The duke de Crillon, a French

nobleman, who had commanded at Minorca, undertook

the supreme conduct of the siege : he was assisted by a

great number of the best officers of both countries, and

It, He was son to colonel Kempenfeldt, exhibited by the Spectator, under

the name of captain Sentry.
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particularly of the most skilful engineers and artillerists of CHaP,

his own. An immense increase of land and sea forces

was brought both from France and Spain to aid the troops 1782

already before Gibraltar; and many of the nobility from

both countries came to serve as volunteers. Two princes

of the blood royal of France, one of them the king's own

brother, the count d'Artois, sought glory by combating the

brave British garrison and its illustrious commander. In

the spirit of loyalty which was then diffused through the

French soldiers, the presence of their princes excited an

enthusiastic desire of distinguishing themselves before so

adored witnesses : the same spirit pervaded the Spaniards,

and both became impatient for action. The besiegers had Enemy's

prepared new and extraordinary machines ; battering ships, jjj^"*

which, though of an astonishing bulk, could go through all

their evolutions with the ease and dexterity of frigates.

Twelve hundred pieces of heavy ordnance were to play

from land and sea, besides a large floating battery, and five

bomb-ketches. The land and naval troops by which these large army

, . , i ' r i aIlQ fleet.
operations were to be carried on, amounted to forty thou-

men, besides the combined fleet of fifty ships of the

line, that was to cover and support the attack. While dis- Thebe-

positions were making for so tremendous an assault, the cuiltTthat

besiegers amused themselves with calculations of the twenty-four

exact time in which Gibraltar would be taken ; some said re.

the garrison would hold out twelve hours after the onset duceUib-

° raltar.

commenced; other, less sanguine, thought it would last

sixteen ; and some, though very few, allowed, even twenty-

.four for the completion of the conquest.1 . ,

Elliot, without precisely knowing what the inventions Elliot anti.

.bf"the enemy were, had a general idea that their disposi- ^lea

tions were both mighty and extraordinary, and with com- attack;

prehensive wisdom and magnanimity prepared against

every species of attack. Perceiving their works on the ^°"",[ed"

land side to be nearly completed, he determined to try how their bat-

far a vigorous cannonade and bombardment with redhot terie,:

i, carcasses, and shells, might operate to their destruc-

On the 8th of September, at seven in the morning,

he commenced a firing so powerful, and so admirably

1 Annual Register, 17S2, p. 232.
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CHAP, directed, as to commit considerable devastation on the ene-

m) *s works. Enraged at this loss, the besiegers hurried on

ir82 their grand attack. On the 13th of September, this tre-

again (ie- mendous operation commenced both by sea and land : the
atroys their . r . « . *

prq.ara- various parts being very skilfully adjusted, their batteries

proves"1 appeared to have prodigious effect ; their battering ships

their hopes especially, so formidable for offence, durinpr several hours

groundless. ' * °
seemed exquisitely adapted for defence, and invulnerableto the red-hot balls that were pouring from the garrison.

The execution of these terrible instruments, though not

instantaneous, was nevertheless effectual : about two

o'clock, the admiral's ship was seen to issue smoke, at

night she was in flanus, and several others on fire ; soon

afterwards the conflagration was general over the battering

ships, and the sole endeavours of the enemy were exerted

•in. .saving the, men. . T:he small naval force employed in

the garrison of Gibraltar, was commanded by captain

Curtis ; that brave. officer and his sailors had, in the pre

ceding attacks from the garrison, performed very difficult

and important services by land ; now an opportunity

occurred for exerting themselves cn their own element.

During the confusion and distress of the enemy hurrying

from the burning battering ships, captain Curtis, with

twelve gunboats, flanked their dinei raked them on one

,., 4. -' side, whilst the garrison was destroying them from another.The Spanish beats durst no longer attempt to assist the

battering ships ; and, when daylight appeared, the assail

ants who had been stationed on those were seen perishing

in the flames, or endeavoui incr to escape, overwhelmed by

the opposite element. The British now seeing that they

had completely destroyed those formidable batteries^ with

characteristic humanity ,endeavoured to rescue the remain

der of their defenders:; and captain Curtis: and his gallant

band, through great danger to themselves, saved the lives

of about four hundred. Such was the signal and complete

defensive victory obtained by a comparatively small hand-

full of heroes, over the combined efforts and united powers

by sea and land, of two great, warlike, and potent nations,

who, sparing no expense nor exertion of art for the attain

ment of a favourite object, exceeded all former examples

as well in the magnitude as the formidable nature of their
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preparations. The enemy being so totally disappointed in CHAP.

their sanguine expectations of taking this fortress by

assault, now rested their sole hopes on the resumption of 1782

blockade, by preventing lord Howe from bringing the ex- They again

pected ammunition and provisions. They professed ardently blockade,

to wish for the arrival of the British fleet, and assured

themselves of compensating their direful disasters by bril

liant victory. On the 9th of October a violent storm dis

persed the combined armament, and exposed them to

imminent danger. Lord Howe having been retarded by ^"emptsTo

contrary winds, did not arrive at the straits until the 11th supply and

of October : during the night a considerable part of the raitar :

fleet having missed the bay of Gibraltar, entered the Me

diterranean, and the next day the admiral followed to

assemble the scattered! ships, having left the Buffalo of

sixty guns to collect the storeships as they arrived in the

bay, and also the Panther of the same force in the straits.

On the 13th the combined fleet passed the straits with about

forty-seven ships of the line, three of their men of war

having been disabled by the tempest, and discovered lord

Howe with thirty-two ships of the line off the coast of

Grenada ; next morning, however, they were out of sight.

The British admiral now sailing westward, sent his convoy effects kis
. ° 7 J purpose in

safe into Gibraltar ; it contained a reinforcement of troops, the face of

with plentiful supplies of ammunition and provisions of pj^g^,"

every sort for the garrison., The enemy did not make

their appearance until after this great object of the expedi

tion was completely effected. On the 19th of October,

when lord Howe, being joined by the Buffalo and Panther,

was with thirty-four ships entering into the gut of Gibraltar,

he descried the enemy sailing from the northeast towards

the straits, with the wind blowing fair from the Mediter

ranean. He thought it would be extremely imprudent,

with so inferior a force, to hazard an engagement in a

dangerous road, well known to the enemy, but not to his

fleet ; he therefore proceeded to the open ocean. On the *Ie on*er6

~. r n i i i -ii r,i • i- the enemy
21st or October, he descried the enemy following him at battle,

about five leagues to windward, and immediately formed a Je^."^*''

line of battle. The enemy having the wind in their favour,

had their choice both of the time of action and the distance

from which they should engage. At sunset the combined
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CHAP, fleets began a cannonade, which the British returned with

such effect as to produce considerable damage and to throw

17g2 their antagonists into evident confusion. The French and

Spanish admirals drew off their ships about ten at night ;

and in the morning they were seen at a great distance

sailing away in the direction of Cadiz. Several conside

rations prevented lord Howe from pursuing the enemy ; he

had effected the principal purpose of his command in re

lieving Gibraltar ; he had been ordered to despatch eight

of his ships, after the relief of the garrison, to the West

Indies : the force of the enemy was so superior as to ren

der the issue of a battle extremely doubtful ; and even if

he should succeed, he was to expect his ships to be so

much damaged as to disable them from proceeding to the

other destined services. Lord Howe was too wise to

fight merely for the sake of battle, and to incur certain

danger without any definite object. He therefore pro

ceeded to England, where, after having on his way

detached part of his fleet to the West Indies, he arrived

in safety with the rest. Thus in the protection of her

coasts and trade. preventing the junction of the Dutch

with the Bourbon fleets, and the relief of Gibraltar, Britain

effected the three great objects of the campaign 1782 in

General Europe. In the East and West Indies the schemes of

6ottrbon°f our enemies had, as we have seen, proved equally abortive,

ambition A confederacy extending from the north sea to the
frustrated ; „, .. • . . . . ,

Britain re- Mediterranean, containing the three greatest naval states

tains the and aimost aH the maritime force of continental Europe,
•overeignty - t . 1 •

of the sea. found their mighty efforts against the navy of Englandrecoil on themselves. . -«, ' '-....

'l'lle belli- The various contending parties at length began to see,

powers are that whatever partial advantages might be gained, the con-

wmvinc^d test m wnich they were engaged tended to the general

that hostili- injury of all the belligerent powers. France had succeed-

c'iprocaiiy6 ed in separating the American colonies from Britain ; but

had been foiled in her principal purpose of obtaining naval

and commercial supremacy. Her operations had been

carried on at an enormous expense, which not only anni

hilated all the recent savings of her reforming economist,

but infinitely exceeded her revenue, and overwhelmed her

with new debt. The war which caused such unprece
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dented expenditure, had been far from producing any CHAP,

advantage likely to secure an eventual equivalent : her J^^Ji^

expectations of compensating present embarrassment, were 1782

becoming daily more hopeless. The confederacy in India

was crumbling to pieces, and British superiority was again

manifest : all her sanguine projects against the West Indies

had fallen under the victorious arms of Rodney ; and Ame

rica impoverished by her long and arduous struggle, was

more likely to drain than to supply the treasure of her

allies. Spain had engaged in the war as the tool of French

ambition, which artfully playing on the weakness, personal

prejudices, and vanity of the prince, dazzled him by splen

did promises of Gibraltar and Jamaica, and thereby blind

ed him to his real interests, to which nothing could be

more contrary than either the encouragement of revolt in

American colonies, or hostilities with England. All her

mighty and costly preparations against Gibraltar had fallen

under Elliot's redhot balls. From Rodney her schemes

against Jamaica received a decisive defeat, her hopes

of naval and commercial aggrandizement through the

depression of England had perished, her ships had been

captured and her fleets overthrown. In four years, all

her extraordinary exertions, all her waste of blood and

treasure had conquered a defenceless province,"' and cap

tured an hospital." America had succeeded in the con

test, and attained the objects for which she fought ; but

she prevailed by efforts which drained her resources, by

labours that required a respite as soon as it could be pro

cured consistently with her public engagements. During

her short warfare, Holland in the loss of her settlements,

the seizure of her treasures, and the destruction of her

trade, learned how dangerous it is for a state deriving its

subsistence from commerce to provoke to war a neighbour

that rules the ocean. Britain for the last five years had

been engaged in a war to defend her maritime sovereign

ty ; . great as had been her collateral losses, she had on the

whole maintained that grand object ; but her defence,

though manifesting her energy, had drained her resources ;

ber expenditure was enormous, her debts and taXes had

M Wnt Florid*. • Minora.
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XXIX. politicians ; trade was interrupted, difficulties and distress

1719 poignant and alarming ; increasing demands, appeared to

portend the derangement of her finances, and the downfal

of her credit. From all these circumstances it was the

interest of each party separately, and all jointly, to con

ciliate peace.Overtures The determination lately avowed by England to

for a gen- acknowledge the independence of America, removed the

era! peace. . . , . .
mostostensive obstacle to an accommodation, as the discom

fiture of their designs dispelled the real objections of our

European enemies. The empress of Russia and empercr

of Germany, finding a pacificatory disposition in the bel

ligerent powers, and that circumstances now admitted of

its being carried into effect, offered themselves and were

accepted as mediators. Soon after lord Shelburne became

prime minister, the British government had sent Mr. Wil

liam Windham Grenville, brother to the earl of Temple, to

Paris, to pave the way for opening a negotiation in the

Thepre- proper form. These preliminaries being settled, Mr. Fitz-

L'rticieiMire nerDertt envoy at Brussels, was appointed plenipotentiary

signed. to negotiate and conclude a peace with the ministers of

France, Spain and Holland. He accordingly proceeded to

Paris in the beginning of November ; Mr. Oswald, a

merchant, was likewise despatched to the French metropo

lis as commissioner from his Britannic majesty, for treat

ing of peace with John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John

Jay, and Henry Laurens, four of the commissioners nom

inated for the same purpose on the part of the United

Theinde- States of America. On the 30th of November, provi-

penfienee s-,0narv articles were signed as the grounds of future peace :
ofAmerica - a ° i

is aekuow- by ihis treaty, the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of

legged. tn£ tnirteen United States was individually by name, and

in the fullest and most express terms acknowledged, and

every claim to their government, property, and territorial

rig'ats lor ever relinquished by the crown of Britain. To

prevent all future disputes about boundaries, several lines

were drawn, which it is unnecessary to follow with geo

graphical minuteness j it is sufficient to say that Britain

retained Canada r.nd Nova Scotia ; and acknowledged all

the territory southwards to Georgia inclusive, westward to
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the Ohio and Missisippi, and eastwards to the Atlantic CHAP,

ocean to be independent : to the United States, so defi-

ned, she granted an unlimited right of fishery on the banks i7S„.

of Newfoundland, in the gidf of St. Lawrence, and all

other places where both nations had heretofore been accus

tomed to fish. American creditors were to recover fair

debts in sterling money : congress engaged to recommend

to the legislators to restore all estates, rights, and proper

ties, belonging to real British subjects, which had been

confiscated ; also of other loyalists who had not borne arms

against the United States, and to treat with mildness all

descriptions of loyalists. Congress farther engaged, that

after the conclusion of the treaty, there should be no fu

ture confiscations, or prosecutions for having joined the

British.

By the treaty with France, England extended the pri- Treaties

rilege of the French to fish on the banks of Newfoundland, Britainand

and likewise ceded the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon therespee-

live pow.

in full right to France, and consequently without any ers.

restriction in point of fortification. In the West Indies,

England restored to France the island of St. Lucie ; and

ceded and guaranteed to her the island of Tobago. On

the other hand, France restored to Britain, the island of

Grenada, and the Grenadines, with St. Vincents, Domini

ca, St. Christophers, Nevis, and Montserrat. In Africa,

England ceded to France the river of Senegal, with the

forts and dependencies ; and also the island of Goree.

France guaranteed to England the river Gambia, and fort

St. James. In India, England restored her acquisitions

during the war ; in return for which France, having made

no conquest, could not give an equivalent in that country,

and none was required in any other. In Europe, England

agreed to the abrogation and suppression of all the anticlef

relative to Dunkirk, from the treaty of peace concluded at

Utrecht, in 1713, inclusively to the present time.

By die treaty with Spain, Great Britain ceded not only

Minorca and West Florida, but also East Florida ; and

Spain on her part restored to Britain the Bahama Islands.

The preliminaries between Britain and Holland were not

immediately signed, but until these should be adjusted a

suspension of arms was established. It was afterward*

Voi* II. L l l
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442 HISTORY OF TUBCHAV. agreed that, with regard to the honours of the flag, the

^J^!^, same custom should be respectively followed as was prac-

1782 tised before the war ; the captured ships from each nation

should be restored ; and there should be a general resto

ration of all places taken, except Negapatam, which was

to continue in possession of his Britannic majesty, until

the Dutch should offer an equivalent. The Dutch enga

ged not to obstruct the navigation of British subjects on

the eastern seas ; and whereas disputes had risen between

the African companies of. the respective nations, it was

agreed these should be referred to commissioners.

1783. The preliminaries between Britain, France, and Ame

rica, were signed on or before the 21srof January 1783 ;

and as an armistice soon after followed by a treaty of

peace, was at the same time established between Britain

and Holland, we may from this time consider the war as

finished.

General Thus ended the American war; in which all the

view of this

arduous nations that contended, however potent their exertions or

brilliant their several successes, yet were very great suf

ferers by the events. The American colonies, indeed, so

far succeeded in their object as to render themselves an

independent and separate community. . The real advan

tage to accrue from this dismemberment was problemati

cal and contingent; to depend upon not only physical and

moral causes, of which the operation and effect might be

doubtiul, but on a variety of circumstances and incidents

which could not possibly be foreseen. One fact they could

experimentally ascertain ; their revolutionary efforts had

empoverished, devastated, and unpeopled the country.

This was a notorious and glaring evil, present, seen, and

felt, the good was doubtful, and hitherto to be found only

in anticipating imagination. Waving the question of

abstract right, and considering only expediency, concern

ing the resistance of the Americans situated as they had

been relatively to the mother country ; policy and prudence

could justify their repugnance to the acts of the British

government, only on the supposition that these tended to

change their former happy situation, and to deprive them

of their rights as freemen and British subjects. In this

case, refusal to comply would not be a measure of choice,
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but to generous and magnanimous minds a dictate of neces- CHAP,

sity. There not only might be, but were many who con- ,^1^^

Geivedthe Americans driven to hostilities at first, yet cen- 1783

sured the unaccommodating spirit which refused the prof

fers of returning amity ; and lamented the separation

between children of the same origin. Britain was a great

er loser by this contest than by any in which she had ever

been engaged : thirteen provinces, before the unhappy

dispute rapidly increasing not only their own prosperity,

but the individual and national wealth, the defensive and

offensive force of the parent state, were severed from it

for ever. Through her quarrel with America, Britain had

been involved in a complication of the most expensive; and

formidable wars ; and a few years, nearly doubling her bur

dens, almost equalled the cost of a century. So far were

these enormous sums from being expended in the reason

able hope of future indemnification, that they were a sacri

fice of a great part of the public capital to preserve the

existence of the nation. Heretofore Britain had fought

for victory., now she contended for bare life ; but all her

dangers, difficulties and distresses from the European con

federacy had their origin in the contest with the American

colonies ; and .here impartial history, without either

impugning or supporting 'the alleged right of the Ameri

cans to tax themselves, justifying or condemning the policy

of the principle and mode of asserting that right, must

exhibit one general series of facts, tending to impeach the

wisdom of British counsels ; every coercive measure, from

the stamp act downwards, produced a directly contrary

effect to that which its abettors sought and proposed. The

only soothing and conciliatory schemes adopted before the

rupture, the plans of the marquis of Rockingham and

lord North, in 1766 and 1770, in a great degree removed

the evils which projects of imperious exactiou had gene

rated through most of the colonies ; they restored the

harmony which imperious dictation had disturbed ; and.

the repeal of imposts reproduced that revenue which

attempted taxation destroyed. Thus experience the imost recent afforded strong reasons to conclude, that, to

preserve the attachment of America, and profit by her

industry, prosperity, and riches, the imposition of taxes.
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CHAP, must be laid aside. Strong, and general, and uniform, as

the colonial expression of repugnance to taxation had been,

1783 and was, the British ministers conceived a notion that it

was confined to the influence of a few factious dema

gogues :° such reports indeed they received from their

own partial and interested adherents ; on these they acted

in the face of the plainest evidence of universal associa

tion ; which to abhorrence of British taxation sacrificed

every predilection of taste and habit for British commo

dities ; and manifested individual, corporate and confede

rate reprobation, both in word and deed, of pecuniary con

tribution without their own consent. Ministers still

thought that the majority of the colonies was favourable to

British impost. And here it must be admitted, that the

abetto*rs of the project as a scheme of beneficial policy,

with the means of being thoroughly informed, were really

ignorant of the state of the case concerning which they

professed to reason and to plan. Originating in misap

prehension, their conclusions Were false, and their mea

sures unwise and pernicious. The most partial admirers

of lord North's administration would find it impossible to

prove, or even plausibly to contend, that his schemes

respecting America were founded in adequate knowledge,

just deduction, or wise policy. But his enemies on the

other hand must allow, though the propositions might be

his, the enactment belonged to the whole legislature. The

same imperfect information that marked the senatorial

motions of ministers affected also their executorial plans

and directions. In addition to their favourite theory of

the general attachment of the Americans to British supre

macy, they adopted another hypothesis, that the colonists

were cowards. On this speculation they formed their

military arrangements, and to repress hostile resistance

sent a very inadequate force. Their tardy projects of

partial conciliation, and retained coercion, encouraged

colonial confidence, without removing disaffection and

resentment.

When war was inevitable, or at least could be avoid

ed but by such concessions only as they deemed it incom-

o See vol i. passim.
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patible with honour and duty to grant, its management CHAP,

became the object of consideration. Here ,the censure

bestowed upon ministry so lavishly, after the first cam- 1783_

paign, admits considerable modifications. The armies

sent, and generals employed, afforded a moral probability

of success. Sir William Howe was a man of high mili

tary character ; nor was it possible for government to

select an officer from whom all ranks and parties could

entertain more sanguine expectations. The troops in

number, kind, and strength, were such as any statesman,

reasoning from general principles and experience, com

pared with the hostile force, might very fairly infer to be

adequate to the purpose. If the event of Howe's com

mand proved very different, the detailed narrative must

have shown that it arose from causes not all chargeable

on ministers. The substitution of Burgoyne in the place

of Carleton, was a preference which had no foundation

in their respective military characters. Whatever Bur-

goyne's talents might be, Carleton's opportunities of eXer

tion, especially in that country, had been greater, and

were crowned with success. The disasters of Burgoyne

may certainly be charged, in a considerable degree, to the

American minister, whether the failure was in the plan or

the execution. Indeed the design of penetrating into

Albany appeared to arise from a very general source of

miscarriage in all the British schemes respecting Ame

rica,—unfounded hopes of loyal cooperation. On the

return of sir William Howe, the appointment of sir

Henry Clinton was a measure that appeared fair and rea

sonable according to the usual course of military promo

tion. His character as an officer was unobjectionable,

and he had been second in command. He was brave, .perfectly acquainted with the details of tactical evolution,

and the routine of military duty. How far he had genius

adequate to the great and comprehensive schemes, rapid

invention, and energetic operation, requisite in a com

mander in chief on a momentous service, may be fairly

questioned. He certainly, on a very important occasion/

manifested a want of that sagacity which penetrating the

p See this vol. p. 3il.
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CHAP, design of an antagonist, can anticipate and disconcert his

XXIX. plans, and baffle his efforts. Though prescription might

^r^^ point to Clinton as a successor to Howe, reason would

have conferred the command upon lord Cornwallis. When

war commenced with the house of Bourbon, the primary.

object of Britain was her navy. The cond'uct of this

department, though branded by opposition with every

reproachful epithet, whether considered in particular

detail, or general result, appears not to deserve such

unqualified censure. The great and broad fact is, the

house of Bourbon directed their chief efforts to naval

v operations, and were joined both by recent subjects and

former allies of Britain ; yet all this confederated force

could obtain no superiority over the navy of England.

The fleet first furnished against France, equal in number,

and consequently, according to the estimate of uniform

experience, a match for the enemy, and the commander

employed , high in professional reputation, afforded well

grounded expectations of success. The disappointment

which ensued could not be imputed to the want of a suffi

ciently powerful force. The escape of the French arma

ment probably brought on the Spanish, and afterwards the

Dutch war ; and though in some particular instances trade

might have been better protected, and certain warlike

operations might have been more seasonably conducted,

yet in general the commanders employed, and the arma

ments equipped, were adequate to the purposes of defence

and protection, which against such an host of foes, was

nearly the whole that could be expected.

In the conduct of the war, neither military or naval

plans, operations, or results, were so deserving of blame

or regret, as the enormous profusion of the public money.

, If indeed we compare the expense, not with result of ope

rations, but with the true measure, the means required

and exerted, the end sought and attained, we find the ex

cess of public money expended beyond public service

done, to have been so enormous, as tb afford probable

grounds of suspecting, that the minister employed corrupt

donative to purchase that parliamentary influence which

he could not command by his abilities. Great however

as were the burdens entailed upon Britain by the Ameri
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can war, the efforts which she exhibited when urged by ChAP.

necessity, manifested the extent and depth of her resour- XXIX.

ces, the ability, skill, and valour of her national defend- |7gs

ers, and the force of her national character. The Ame- Our resis-

. . . . . , r tance to
rican war, in its origin, was unwise; in its conduct ot a such a con-

very mixed character ; in its progress, frequently disas. J^'Jj^^

trous ; in its result, injurious, but not dishonourable. the im.

The struggles to ward off calamity, the exertions to de- sources'^

fend independence, manifested qualities, which, under Britain,

. . . r , her lofty

wise direction and more invigorating energy, were fitted genius aud

and destined not only to restore the national power and sp™jtclble

splendour, but to extend it far beyond the most glorious

experience.

Holland, misled by a French faction to provoke war Folly of

with a view of increasing her commerce, far from sue- "^*'!'?te8
o t ' provoking

ceeding in her object, was deprived both of her actual to hostiii-

trade, and a great portion of its former gains. When, mistressoT

according to her mercantile character, she struck a ba- thc °«c»".

lance, she found the whole war account to be loss.

Spain, in the midst of silver and gold, poor, be

cause void of industry, with every natural advantage of

situation, soil, and climate, and the adventitious profits

from her colonial possessions, being in that condition of

dependence on her inventive and energetic neighbour,

which indolence, listlessness, and inaction, in nations as

well as individuals, must yield to ingenuity, activity, and

enterprise ; was by the war loaded with debts, to her

overwhelming, because she had not in her character and

spirit the means of extrication.

But the most momentous evils of the American Conse-

war have been experienced by France. That great and proximate

powerful nation has ever been a sufferer by wars with *ndeven-

• fir tualtothn

England : whatever special causes may have at different respective

periods embroiled the two mightiest states of modern his- Partu;s,

tory, in the union of resources and character ; the gene

ral principle on the side of the French has been maritime

and commercial competition. In every one of these wars

she has been disappointed, her existing navy and com-

rnerce impaired, and her naval and commercial resources

diminished ; the exertions intended to injure Britain fail

ed : whereas, equal efforts of that ability and energy
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CHAP, which she possesses in so eminent a degree, if employed

in the peaceable improvement of her various resources,

1783 without wasteful expenditure, would have produced the

commerce and opulence which she in vain sought by bur

densome and ruinous wars. When at peace with Eng

land, she has flourished ; when attempting by war to

achieve maritime superiority, she was discomfitted, and

not only expended the treasure of past peaceful industry,

but anticipated future gains. Experience might have

taught her, that the attempt to be the first in naval power

could never be successful. Reflection might have con

vinced her, that without maritime supremacy, she, from

her situation and character, might possess such an extent

of commerce as would fully employ that department of

national industry, and a sufficient naval force to protect

it against the whole world, if she did not interfere with

England. If she were susceptible of instruction from

the lessons of experience, never could the hopelessness of

seeking naval supremacy be more strongly impressed on

her than by the American war. Never had Britain

fought with so many disadvantages and impediments, yet

she had retained the empire of the sea. The history,

both of Spain and her own country, might have taught

France the certain loss accruing to the maritime states

from a contest with England. Provoking the naval efforts

of this kingdom, Philip wasted much of that strength

which had descended to his dominions from Charles V.

and left his successors an easy prey to the efforts of

France, who was then at peace with England, and exert

ed her forces where she was prepollent. Lewis XIV. had

rendered himself dictator of Europe, until he ventured a

naval contest with England. La Hogue avenged Rocroi

and the Downs : the victories of Conde and Turenne pa

ved the way to Lewis for governing the christian world

by his armies, if his fletts had avoided an encounter with

Russel. As a naval war had always been injurious to

France, her extraordinary efforts in that which was just

ended exhausted her treasury, and deranged her finances

much more than was immediately suspected ; but fiscal

embarrassments, great as they were, proved eventually

only instrumental to much more formidable evils which
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' accrued to France from the part that she acted in the CHAP,
a • .. .. . XXIX
American war. The principles which intercourse with

American republicanism nourished, were much more mis- 17i3

chievous to the French monarchy, than all the expensesand losses which she had incurred ; and cooperating withdoctrines before industriously spread, had a powerfulefficacy in overturning the established constitution. Thefall of the French monarchy, aristocracy, and hierarchy,if not caused was rapidly accelerated by the AmericstR

war.

Vol 11. M m m
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Administration of lord Shelburne—deficient in strength.—.

State ofpoliticalparties.—Meeting ofparliament.—Un

usual length andparticularity of his majesty's speech.—

Mr. Fox details the reasons of his own resignation*—

His party and lord North's concur in censuring minis

ters—their attacks indicate a concert of counsels—both

reprobate the peace.—Ministers defend the peace as ne

cessary in the exhausted stale of our navy, army, and

finances—and the terms the best that could be attained.'—

Famous coalition of lord North and Mr. Fox.—The co

alition considered relatively to its leaders.—Vote of cen

sure passed against ministers.—Great clamour against

the coalition.—Ministers resign.—Ministerial interreg

num.— The coalition come into office.—Duke of Port

land first lord of the treasury.—Lord North and Mr.

Fox secretaries af state.—Revival of commerce niith

America.—Mr. William Pitt proposes a specific plan of

parliamentary reform.—Motion of the duke of Rich-mond respecting the great seal—combatted by lord Lough

borough.—Minute economical regulations.—George,

prince of Wales—abilities and opening character—a se

parate establishment appointedfor his highness India

affairs—committee continues its investigations.'—From

the mass of evidence Mr. Dundas exhibits a comprehen

sive statement of the situation of affairs, and of execu

torial conduct—proposes a billfor the regulation of Bri

tish India—-for the present postpones his plan.—Indian

affairs first displayed the force and extent of Mr. Dun-

das's talents—which were before but partially known

and comprehended.—Supplies.—Nevo taxes.—Internal

state of Britain at the peace.—Continental occurrences.

CHAl'. FROM the resignation of Mr. Fox and the

adherents of the marquis of Rockingham, the classes

1783. which, though differing in certain opinions, had coincided
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in opposition to lord North's ministry, were now conceiv- CHAP,

ed to have become inimical parties. Lord Shelburne, the

prime minister, was a man of considerable political know- irg;J

ledge, and particularly distinguished for his minute and Adminis-

detailed acquaintance with foreign affairs. He was how- lord shei-

ever, more noted for extent and exactness of intelligence, bmnel

than for the formation of able and beneficial plans from

the result. He was therefore, perhaps, less fitted for the

supreme management in so trying and critical a situation,

than for some secondary department, in which, from his

abundant stores, he might have supplied materials for the

operation of more energetic and less experienced genius.

In that view had he continued a member of the cabinet of

which Mr. Fox was really the head, there is little doubt

Britain would have possessed a ministry that, whatever

its character might have been in other respects, at least

would not have failed in efficacy. Lord Shelburne had

attached himself to the illustrious Chatham, and after his

decease was considered as the leader of his friends and

connexions, but did not greatly increase the number by

his own personal influence. Far from overbearing party

by genius like Chatham, he was not like many other min

isters propped up by a confederacy. Lord Camden, lord

Temple, and Mr. Dunning (now lord Ashburton), joined

rather than followed Shelburne ; lord Thurlow and Mr.

Dundas took the same side, but to support government,

more than from any approbation of its present chief min

ister. Mr. Dundas indeed had taken a grand and com

prehensive view both of the country and political charac

ters ; reduced to distress by the timidity and weakness of

mature years, Britain he conceived must seek restoration

from youthful wisdom. He very early supposed Mr.

Pitt to be the man who must save his country as prime

minister : Mr. Pitt himself was officially joined with lord

Shelburne, but appears to have attended to the duties of

his own department without entering into party projects

and intrigues. Neither the number of those who sup- "deficient

ported the minister, nor the motives by which some of

them were actuated, afforded a probability of permanen

cy to lord Shelburne's administration. There were two

other parties, both powerful and well compacted. The
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CHAP, benevolent disposition and social qualities, the brilliant

Wlti pleasing humour, and engaging manners of lord

,783 North, had cooperated with political motives in attaching

Sute of great numbers to his person and interests. No man had

parties. exerted himself more uniformly and effectually to serve

his friends, and though not from all, he from many ex

perienced that gratitude which was so pleasing to his be

nignant and affectionate heart. His party no longer pos

sessed the masculine force of Thurlow, the close, power

ful, and direct efforts of Dundas ; nevertheless in lords

Stormont and Carlisle, lord Loughborough and lord

Mansfield, Messrs. Courtney, Anstruther, Adam and

Eden, and lord North himself, besides many others of

respectable talents, he retained a formidable host of po

litical strength. A less numerous, but still stronger and

better compacted body, was that which the philosophic

genius of Burke guided and instructed, the rapid and

powerful energy of Fox invigorated and led : here shone

deliberative and judicial eloquence in their most brilliant

lustre; here even Messrs. Erskine and Sheridan acted

only second parts. There was besides this constellation

of talent. the weight and interest of the whig aristocracy.

Lord Shelburne was conscious that, without some acces

sion of political strength, he would be incapable of retain

ing his situation, and despaired of a reunion with those

from whom he had so lately separated ; he therefore made

overtures to the party which he had uniformly opposed.

Mr. Pitt candidly bestowed a just tribute of praise on

lord North, but declared his determination never to be a

member of a ministry in which that statesman should

bear a part. It may indeed be fairly inferred from the

conduct of Mr. Pitt, that he thought it wiser to stand

upon political talents and character, than to seek the props

of coalitions and combinations. The intrinsic strength of

lord Shelburne, however, was not so great as to preclude

the necessity of extrinsic aid ; the application therefore

in him was commensurate in prudence with the desire of

continuance in office, but it proved unavailing. Various

reports were now spread concerning the intentions of both

the respective parties and individual members, and all

eyes were turned to the approaching meeting of parlia
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ment, wherein it was eXpected that the several objects and CHAP,

designs would be unfolded. XXX.

On the 5th of December 1782, his majesty opened m3

the session in a speech of very great length, and compre- Meeting of

hending an unusual extent, variety, and particularity of unasuaf"'

political disquisition. The introduction stated, that since ^§^"4.

the close of the last session, his majesty had been con- t^ofthe

stantly employed in the care and attention which the im- ^Im

portant and critical conjuncture of affairs required,; he had

put an end to the prosecution of offensive war in America,

and had entered into provisional articles for declaring the

colonies independent. " In thus, (his majesty said) admit*

"ting their separation from the crown of these kingdoms, I

" have sacrificed every consideration of my own to the wishes

" and opinion of my people. I make it my humble and ear-

" nest prayer to Almighty God, that Great Britain may not

" feel the evils which might result from so great a dismem-

" bermentof the empire, and that America may be free from

" those calamities which have formerly proved, in the

*' mother country, how essential monarchy is t© the enjoy.

" ment of constitutional liberty." He went over the princi

pal operations of the campaign, and bestowed the merited

praise on the defence of Gibraltar, and other glorious and

beneficial efforts. He mentioned the advanced state of the

negotiations for peace, at the same time the necessity of

being prepared, lest from any unforeseen cause they might

be frustrated. To the house of commons he particularized

a variety of economical regulations in the expenditure of

the army and the civil list, and other reductions: and re

commended to parliament an attention to the price of corn,

that year unusually high. He extolled the liberality with

which the rights and commerce of Ireland had been esta

blished, and advised a revision of our whole trading system

upon the same comprehensive principles ; and lastly, urged

some fundamental regulations of our Asiatic territories.

Though no opposition was made to the address in either

house, yet severe animadversions were passed upon the

speech in both. The recognition of American independence

was censured upon two very opposite grounds. By the sup

porters of lord North it was severely condemned as having

done much more than was necessary ; and by Mr. Fox's
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CHAP, party, as not having done enough. Lord Stormont reprobated

an unqualified surrender of the whole, without obtaining a

1783. truce, or even a cessation of hostilities, as the price of so

lavish a concession. In the most abject and unfortunate reign

that Spain ever knew (that of Philip III.), the negotiators of

that prince retained ten out of seventeen of the revolted

provinces, and detached the rest from their alliance with

France ; yet by Britain the whole had been conceded,

without any attempt to procure more favourable terms.

Mr. Fox censured ministers for having made the inde

pendence of America conditionally to depend on a conclu-

Mr Fox sion of a p^ace with France, instead of being absolute. A

details t^e dispute on this subject, he informed the house, was one of

his late re- the reasons which had compelled him to resign his late

sanation; office. It had been uniformly his opinion, that the uncon

ditional recognition of independence was the interest of

Britain, because such an acknowledgment would dispose

America to end the war as speedily as possible, and would

tend essentially to accelerate a general peace. Finding

himself outvoted in the cabinet on this question, he had

thought it his duty to quit his situation, Mr. Fox's expla

nation of his reasons for retiring from office were bv no

means satisfactory to the public : it was not considered

the part of a patriot to withdraw himself from the service

of his country, merely because a measure proposed by him

v/as not adopted ; it was conceived, that his extraordinary

abilities, employed in the cabinet, might have rendered

essential service to his country, whether the recognition of

American independence were conditional or absolute. The

real motives of his conduct were very generally construed

to be dissatisfaction with the appointment of lord Shelburne

to that office which he wished to be held by a distinguish

ed member of the whig party.

Until the recess, the attention of both houses was

chiefly employed in motions for the production of papers

respecting the negotiation, which were negatived on the

ground of being premature until the treaty should be

brought to a close.

Parliament mn after the christmas holidays, on the

21st of January 1783: the preliminary articles of peace

between Great Britain and France having been signed at
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Versailles, were laid before legislature on the 27th of Tanu- CHAP,

ary, and the 17th of February was appointed for taking them y^^y^

into consideration. Lord North and Mr. Fox had both l783

very frequently censured administration : their anhnadver- hkpwty

sions had arisen from professedly different principles : there North's

had been no appearance of concert either in their attacks "ensuring

upon ministers or any other measures. The discussion of. ministers;

the peace manifested a systematic regularity of procedure, attacks in-

a selection of parts in the debate, and a concurrence of ^on^eet of

principles of reasoning and of particular arguments, which counsels:

were too striking to be the result of accident, and obviously

intimating a concert between two parties so long totally ini

mical to each other. Mr. Thomas Pitt moved an address to iloth r(-.pro-

his majesty, expressing a high approbation of the peace. p*^*0

Lord John Cavendish, as speaker for the whig party, pro

posed an amendment, which should contain no opinion on the

merit of the peace, but declare their resolution to bestow on *it that serious and full attention which the importance of the

subject deserved ; but pledge themselves, whatever conclu

sion they might draw from the investigation of the terms,

that they should invariably adhere to the articles which his

majesty had stipulated. Lord North moved a second

amendment, expressive of the regard due from the nation

to the loyalists who had suffered so much in supporting

the cause of Great Britain. The ministerial speakers de- Ministers

„ , , . ,. ... defend the
fended the peace ; first, as necessary in the circumstances peace as

of the country ; and, secondly, as favourable in point of ^^f^,,.

terms. Our finances, our navy, and our army, they con- of the

tended, were in so deplorable a state as to render the con- na^'and

tinuance of the war ruinous. To maintain this position re- finances ;

specting pecuniary resources, they entered into a detailed

account of incumbrances and expenditure. The national

debt, funded and unfunded, amounted to upwards of two

hundred and fifty millions. The annual interest, together

with the necessary expense of a peace establishment, was

fully equal to all the revenue which the people, groaning

already under the load of taxes, could afford. Our navy,

so far from being adequate to the purposes of offensive

competition with the combined fleets of Europe, was

scarcely sufficient for effectual defence. Our fleet did not

exceed a hundred sail of the line, while the armaments ot
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France, Spain, and Holland, amounted to a hundred and

seventy sail of the line. By continuing merely defensive

war we could gain nothing, and consequently could not

expect by another campaign to obtain a better peace. The

army was still more inferior to the armies of our enemies,

and totally inadequate to farther contest. These general

positions they illustrated by a detailed account of our force

in various parts of the world. Our most brilliant succes

ses had been merely defensive, and only enabled us to

retard the progress of the enemy. From this view of total

inability to engage in another campaign with a prospect of

bringing it to a more favourable conclusion, it was argued,

that peace, on any terms, would break the powerful con

federacy, and give us time to recruit our wasted strength;

and therefore was preferable to a continuance of the war.

But it was further contended, that the conditions of the

peace were advantageous. One of the chief objections to

the treaty was the participation allowed the French in the

Newfoundland fishery ; but this, called by opposition a

cession, was by ministers argued to be only the definition

and limitation of a right which always had been exercised

by France, and formerly, from being indefinite, was the

source of perpetual contention. The space to which France

was now limited, was very inconsiderable both in extent

and productiveness in comparison of the coast which

Britain possessed. The islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon,

ceded to France, were only a restitution of what had

belonged to her before the preceding war ; and so far were

these places from admitting fortifications that could annoy

our fishery in a future war, the most skilful engineers had

certified, that neither island would admit the construction

of a fortress which could stand the attack of the smallest

of our frigates. During the detail of the various cessions

in the West, Africa, and the East Indies, they endeavoured

to prove that they were really of little importance. The

articles of the treaty of Utrecht, respecting Dunkirk, had

never been enforced, and were not now designed to be

executed : their abrogation therefore could not be detri

mental to England. France desired their suppression as

a point of honour ; and by compliance we gratified the

other party, without incurring any loss ourselves. East
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and West Florida and Minorca, which were now yielded CHAP,

to Spain, had already cost this country much more than

they brought, and were besides balanced by the restitution 1783.

of the Bahama islands and Providence. The article most

strongly censured was, the terms procured for the loyalists.

In answer to those, it was said, that congress was invested

with no power over the property of the several states : a

recommendation to the provincial assemblies was all which

their constitutional authority permitted them to undertake ;

but whatever weight could be justly allowed to any of the

objections against the concessions, the supporters of the

peace contended, that either severally or jointly, they were

of no moment when balanced with the evils of continuing

the war. Having endeavoured to defend the peace, both

on the grounds of general expediency and particular con

ditions, they next proceeded to the motives of their oppo

nents ; they asserted, that an union of professed tories and

professed whigs, who for so many years had been abusing

and reviling each other, must arise from some different

reason than mutual agreement of political opinion. The

following was the account which they gave of this unex

pected confederation: lord North's party had long experi

enced the advantages of office, but at the same time had

been exposed to the forcible attacks of Mr. Fox, and the

whig confederacy of which he had become a member ; they

now sought to regain the benefits without suffering the

annoyance ; Mr. Fox and his coadjutors conceived that

their favourite plan of governing by a combination was

more certainly practicable by extending its objects ; and

both parties found it expedient to sacrifice all animosity

and professed reprobation to reciprocal interest ; the peace

was merely a pretext for joining the parties, in order to

force their way into administration. The event so far

justified this interpretation, that the new confederacy out

voted ministers, and the amendments were carried in the

house of commons by a considerable majority.

When this coalition was reported abroad, it was first Joa'lition of

received with a mixture of doubt and astonishment. Many J°wl ^j£rtlv

of the sanguine admirers of Mr. Fox, who had been ac- Fox.

customed to receive his orations, not merely as effusions

of genius, but as oracles of truth, conceived lord North to

Vol. II, N n n
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^J^^ the rapidity of invention, prompted by passion, and borne

1783 away by fancy, chose to represent his antagonist. These

could not at first believe that he associated with a man

whom he taught them to consider as a weak and wicked

minister ; but when they found that a coalition had taken

place, they turned, against the late object of their idolatry,

The coaii- a resentment proportioned to their recent adoration. Dis-

deredreia- cernlnS an(i impartial men, estimating the merits of a

tively to its coalition in such circumstances, laid little stress on the

leaders and . • . ..... r . •
subjects, violent expressions which, in the paroxysms 01 impassion

ed eloquence, Mr. Fox had employed ; but they examined

the history of his planned and deliberative proceedings.

The principal points of difference between lord North and

Mr. Fox were not speculative opinions, but practical con

duct. He had for a series of years declared the measures

and policy of lord North to be such as to demonstrate

incapacity, corruption, profligacy, and every quality in a

minister that was ruinous to the country over which he

presided. He had not confined himself to imputation of

folly and weakness, but had alleged the highest criminal

ity. With lord North, whom, in 1782, he had declared,

deserving of death for the wickedness of his administra

tion, Mr. Fox, in 1783, declared himself ready to coope

rate in administration. If Mr. Fox represented lord

k North as the weakest and blackest of men, believing himto be otherwise, what confidence was to be reposed in any

of his future declarations ? If he before believed him to

be so bad as he represented, what had happened in that

short time to change his opinion ? What had lord North

done when out of office to approve himself to Mr. Fox

fit for being minister, when, in office, declared by him to

be fit only for the block ? These were questions which

impartial men naturally asked, in order to determine how

far it was proper to receive the professions of Mr. Fox.

Equal blame was by no means attached to lord North;

he had never declared any opinion against the political

talents or character of Mr. Fox. There was, therefore,

no inconsistency in coalescing with him as a statesman,

provided the objects to be sought, and the means to be

employed by that combination, were meritorious ; and
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these soon appeared, though not in their full extent. A CHAP,

very short time manifested the intention of the coalition ^J^->^/

to be, through their paramount influence in the house of 1783.

commons, to dictate to his majesty the choice of ministers,

which is left by the constitution of the country to his own

discretion. This purpose was much more incompatible

with the long professed principles of lord North, than with

the recent principles and doctrines of Mr. Fox. Indeed,

lord North and Mr. Fox, able as they were by nature,

and conversant from experience and situation in the poli

tics of the country, appeared to have considered the con

stitution partially rather than completely. They could

neither be said to be supporters of the whole system, nor

of the balances on which its perfection depends. Lord

North was a partisan of the monarchical, and Mr. Fox of

the popular, department. The former, however, now

joined with the latter in extending the power of the com

mons, by reducing the power of the crown. Thus a coali

tion with lord North, for any purpose to be effected

by political abilities and INTEGRITY, was totally

inconsistant with the very often repeated professions of

Mr. Fox. This specific object of the coalition was no

less incompatible with the uniformly declared principles

of lord North. Mr. Fox could not, consistently, coalesce

with lord North as a statesman ; lord North could not,

consistently, coalesce with any man to reduce the kingly

prerogative.

Having rejected the motion for approving the peace, The coali-
, ... J . . rr . ? tion con-

tlie coalition party next proceeded to a positive censure, troverts

On the 21st of February, it was moved, that the conces- the arg«-
J " - t ments of

sions granted by the peace to the enemies of Britain, were ministers

greater than either the actual situation of their respective °f{he°ur

possessions, or their comparative strength, entitled them peape.

to receive. In support of this proposition they followed

the order of their adversaries, and endeavoured to prove

by detailed accounts, that the finances, the army, and navy,

were not in the reduced state alleged by ministers; that

the cessions were much more important than they pretend

ed; and also, that they might have been prevented. In

speaking on our financial situation, Mr. Fox, with great

force and effect, exposed the absurdity of economists
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CHAP, supposing specific limits to our national credit. " Specu-

" lative politicians (he said) have in all times been fond

of circumscribing the bounds of public credit, and draw-
1783

Grand " ing a line beyond which they imagine it cannot be stretch-

i'o"on " ed; but repeated experience has shown, that such ideas

public ere- u arCi for the most part, imaginary and chimerical. Nation-

" al. credit is relative to the result of private and public

" ability and industry. It is impossible, therefore, to fix

" the line beyond which it cannot extend, without, at the

same time, marking the bounds of that ability and indus-

*' try." The navy Mr. Fox declared to be in a flourishing

, • state, and to have been competent in the late campaign to

every purpose of offence and defence. It was, however,

the same that had been equipped under lord Sandwich ;

and for the ruinous state of which this orator had attacked

the first lord of the admiralty, the year before, with such

bitter severity. His general arguments against the present

ministry proceeded on an assumption, that our resources

were in a flourishing state : we certainly were neither

richer nor stronger within the last ten months; his reason

ing, therefore, contained a virtual admission, that his

charges against the former ministry of having utterly ruin

ed the country, were totally unfounded. Mr. Fox display

ed skilful dexterity in his defence of the coalition : he kept

aloof from the principles and objects of the present combi

nation, and exerted his eloquence in impressing a general

position, that union between individuals and parties for

merly inimical, was often meritorious ; and that such junc

tions frequently had been effected in this country, to the

very great advantage of the nation. Impartial observers

saw that the obvious truth of this general assertion proved

nothing respecting the merit or demerit of this particular

The com- coalition. The question being called for, the motion for

mons pass ... . . . . . • .
a vote of censuring ministry was carried in the affirmative, by a»

majority of two hundred and twenty-four to two hundred

and eight. In the house of lords a similar proposition wasnegatived.Ministers In consequence of the censure of the commons, lord

resign. Shelburne resigned his office. The chancellor of the ex

chequer declared publicly in the house that he only held

his place until a successor should be appointed. During

censure on

ministers.
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the whole month of March there was a ministerial inter- CHAP,

regnum : the reasons which the one side alleged for this yjj^^,

delay were the mutual jealousy that still subsisted between ,783

the coalesced parties, and the difficulties which they found Ministerial

in adjusting their several pretensions ; others asserted that ^m™8"

the court wished to retain the abilities of the lord chancel

lor, and that Mr. Fox's party insisted on the exclusion of

that illustrious character. The adherents of the coali

tion professed to think that the sovereign was endeavour

ing to use his own prerogative, by forming a ministry

without regard to the newly established connexion. Dur

ing this time the kingdom was without any responsible

government ; with the finances neglected, the military

establishments unreduced, and the negotiations with for

eign powers, which the critical conjuncture of affairs

rendered peculiarly important, entirely at a stand. Dur

ing this interval, various inquiries were made in the house

concerning pensions which had been recently granted. On

discussing the particulars, however, the coalition members

found that no plausible objections could be maintained to

the several grants of the late ministers. Mr. Coke, mem

ber for Norfolk, gave notice that he meant in the course

of the following week to move an address to his majesty

to urge the formation of a new ministry. The king'

ordered the duke of Portland and lord North to lay be

fore him a sketch of their proposed arrangements; but

nothing conclusive having been determined, ,Mr. Coke,

on the 24th, made the promised motion, in the discussion

of which there was a considerable degree of personal

invective. The opposite party, comprehending several

independent country gentlemen, attacked the coalition. '

One gentleman proposed to add to the address the exclu

sion of all those who had been comprised in Mr. Fox's

motion in the former year, declaring the incapacity of his

present associates ; " that his majesty should please not

" to nominate or appoint any person or persons to fdl up

" the vacant departments, who by their mismanagement

" of public affairs, and want offoresight and abilities,

" when they were in office, had lost the confidence of the
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CHAP, " peopled The coalition retorted these sarcastic attacks,

XXX. ^ repeating the vote of censure on the late ministry ;

j783 they also revived the charges against secret advisers of

the crown. To these Mr. Fox imputed the delay in

forming the new administration ; and became so pointedly

personal, as to call up Mr. Jenkinson, who acknowledged

that'he had been in conference with the king more than

once : as a privy counsellor, he was bound to give his

advice when asked ; he had done so to the best of his

judgment, but never had obtruded his counsel. The

proposed address was carried; and his majesty answer

ed, that his earnest desire was to do every thing in his

power to comply with the wishes of his faithful com

mons. On the 31st of March, Mr. Pitt informed the

house that he had that day resigned his office ; but no

new minister having been appointed, the coalition pro

posed fresh motions in order to hasten the completion

of the arrangements.

niecoali- On the 20th of April, a new administration was an-

3nto office nounced, of which the following were the principal mem-

The duke bers : the duke of Portland was first commissioner of the

Sand isfirst treasury; lord North, secretary of state for the home

treasur*6 department; Mr. Fox, secretrary for the foreign; lord

Jovd North John Cavendish, chancellor of the exchequer ; lord vis-

Vm are count Keppel, first commissioner of the admiralty; lord

recretaries viscount Stormont, president of the council ; the earl of
of state. , ' r

Carlisle, privy seal : the great seal was put into commis

sion, the first in the nomination being lord Loughbo

rough ; the earl of Hertford was appointed chamberlain,

and the earl of Dartmouth steward of the household ;

lord viscount Townshend was made master general of

the ordnance ; Mr. Burke, paymaster general ; Mr.

Charles Townshend, treasurer of the navy ; Mr. Fitz-

patrick, secretary of war ; Mr. Wallace and Mr. Lee

had the offices of attorney and solicitor general ; and

the earl of Northington was appointed to the lord lieu

tenancy of Ireland.

The first business that engaged the attention of the

• new ministers was to open a commerce with North

q The words inserted in italics arc extracted from a motion of Mr. Foxj

in 1782, against lord North and his colleagues.
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America. By the prohibitory acts which had been CHAP,

passed during the revolt, all communication with that

country, in the way of trade, was entirely precluded ; ,783

it was the prevailing opinion in parliament, that those Revival of

• 11 i i . i , ii i- commerce
acts were virtually repealed by the acknowledgment ot with Ame-

the independence of the United States ; nevertheless in nca"

their new character they became subject to other restric

tions which it was necessary to relax and modify. A bill

for this purpose had been brought into the house of com

mons by the late ministry, but during the great variety

of discussions which it underwent, difficulties of such a

complicated and important nature had arisen, that it never

got through the committee. In the mean time, no regu

lations whatever having been stipulated by the treaty of

peace, the commercial interests of the country were suffer

ing very materially ; for not only a great number of

vessels richly freighted for America, were detained in

the harbour, but there was a considerable danger of

having the market preoccupied by our rivals. In this

emergency, the new ministers thought it most advisable

to drop the whole bill for the present, and to pass two

short laws, one to repeal all the prohibitory acts, the

other to remove the necessity of requiring manifests or

other documents, and to lodge in the king and council,

for a limited time, a power to make such regulations

as might be expedient.

On the 7th of May, Mr. William Pitt made amotiqn Mr.Wil-

respecting the reform of parliamentary representation; the pj^^f,

mode intended last year of examining the subject by a specific

committee was accounted too general, he therefore de- [own. ** "

§igned to bring forward specific propositions. The object

of the first was to prevent bribery at elections, the second

proposed to disfranchise a borough which should be con

victed of gross corruption 5 but that the minority of voters

should be entitled to a vote for the county in which such

boroughs should be situated ; his third proposition was,

that an augmentation of the knights of shires, and repre

sentatives of the metropolis, should be added to the state

of the representation. He left the number for future dis

cussion, but said he should recommend one hundred.

The arguments both far and against a parliamentary
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CHAP, reform were nearly the same as in the preceding session,

XXX- but the supporters constituted a smaller proportion ; the

,783 majority against the reform were two hundred and ninety-

Motion of three to one hundred and forty-nine. On the 8th of June,

Richmond the duke of Richmond introduced a motion respecting the

the'great6 great sea^ being put into commission. The appointment

seal, of judges (he alleged) commissioners, with large salaries

and perquisites dependent on the will of the crown, tended

to invalidate acts for securing the independency of the

judicative officers : to ensure this great object it was

necessary, he contended, first, that the tenure of their

i offices should be certain ; secondly, that the amount of

their salaries should be ascertained, and thus the tempta

tions arising from fear of removal, or hopes of greater

gain, would be prevented. His grace, by a metaphysical

disquisition on the nature of the passions, showed that

hope and fear were such powerful affections, as often to

overcome justice and rectitude ; and having argued in

support of his motion concerning the great seal, he pro

ceeded to some general observations on the incompati

bility of the situation of a judge and a statesman, and

endeavoured to support his reasonings by the authority of

writers on political government. . From his arguments

and authorities he inferred, that neither the lords chief

justices, nor lords chancellors, ought to sit in the house

is combat- of peers. Lord Loughborough replied to his grace in a

Jjaugitbo"1 speecn which was esteemed equal to any that ever was

rough. delivered, even by its author himself. The motion, he

argued, proceeded on a visionary speculation, the mover

had stated no actual grievance ; but had proposed redress.

The best and only test of political truth was experience ;

the practice had often obtained of putting the seals into

commission ; the judges had long sitten in parliament, no

evil or inconvenience had been experienced in the adminis

tration of justice from their voice in the legislature, and

most important benefit had accrued to parliament from

their legal and judicial ability and knowledge. These

were strong and striking facts not to be controverted by

vague observations on the nature of hope and fear ; such

disquisitions belonged to the schools ; legislatures rarely

or never adopted them, but contented themselves with the
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application of law to any ill habit of the mind, as it be- CHAP,-

caine predominant, and inconvenient to the just and rational

ends of government. A theory, professing to have for its l7s3

object a practical corrective and improvement, should show

what is amiss, and point out the manner in which it is to

be reformed : on these grounds the motion was rejected.

During this session a bill passed both houses for removing

and preventing all doubts which had arisen, or might arise

concerning the exclusive right of the parliament and courts

of Ireland in matters of legislation and judicature; and

for preventing any writ of error or appeal from any of

his majesty's courts in the sister kingdom from being

received, heard, and adjudged in any of his majesty's tri

bunals in Britain. Before the judicial and legislative in

dependence of Ireland had been recognised, it was usual

to remove causes by a writ of error from the Irish courts

to the British. An appeal of this sort was before the court

of king's bench when the last settlement was made ; the

chief justice considering it necessary to proceed with pend

ing suits, had given a judgment: this procedure, though

unavoidable on the part of his lordship, had excited violent

clamours in Ireland. To pacify these they proposed the

present bill, though really implied in the general arange-

ment of the former year. A variety of economical regu- Mionte re

lations took place, more numerous than important. The fjjjjjjjj£

objects, indeed, were the minute departments of public

offices, such as salaries of clerks and their deputies, but no

plan was proposed for diminishing the momentous depart

ments of national expense.

George, prince of Wales, had now reached the years George*

of manhood ; and his age and dignified rank called for a ^jj" of

separate establishment, as a measure agreeable to the uni

form practice respecting the heir of the crown, while his

personal character, his talents and accomplishments, ren

dered ^it additionally desirable that he should be placed

in a situation in which he could more fully exhibit the ele

gance of his taste, the dignified and engaging gracefulness

of his manners, the beneficent generosity of his disposi- abilities

tion, his liberal patronage of merit, and his many other ^rot*r*S"

princely virtues. His highness in his early youth had at-

jtended little to party distinction, but gay and aqimated^

Vol. II. O o o
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CHAP, a motion for postponing the consideration to a period

^-^^ when he knew parliament would not be sitting; and thus

I7»a virtually abandoned the charge. In this session he pro

ceeded to his second great object of more permanent

consequence, the formation of a plan for the better man-

sesibu''°" agement of tne government in India, and brought in a

for the re- bill lor the puspose. The principal objects of this propo-

SriUshlu- Slil0Il were, to invest the governor general with a discre-

<1,a. tionary power to act against the will of the council,

whenever he should think it necessary for the public

good ; to allow the subordinate governors a negative on.

every proposition, till the determination of the supreme

council should be known ; to secure to the zemindars or

landholders of Hindostan, a permanent interest in their

respective tenures ; to cause the debts of the rajah of

Tanjore and of the nabob of Arcot to be carefully exa

mined j to put an end to the oppressions of the latter, and

the corrupt practices of his creditors, by securing to the

rajah the full and undisturbed enjoyment of his kingdom;

lastly, to recal governor Hastings, prevent the court of

proprietors from acting in opposition to the sense of par

liament, and to nominate a new governor general: For

this important office Mr. Dundas recommended the earl

For the Cornwallis. Ministers intimated their disapprobation of

postpones some parts of this scheme, and also declared an intention

ms plan. cf proposing a plan early in the fallowing session ; where

fore Mr Dundas did not urge his bill.

Indian af- The consideration of Indian affairs first afforded to

displayed Mr. Dundas an opportunity of completely exhibiting the

the force powers and habits which combine to render him at once
and extent r , .....

of Mr. great and beneficial. During the administration ot lord

talents8 S North, his abilities were but imperfectly known, because

.which wer« occasion had admitted of only partial exertion. He was

hetore but . ... , . ,.- . r ., ,

partially distinguished as a clear, direct, and forcible reasoner;

eo'r,pre!nd out ne ^ad not >-et s'lown his abilities as a statesman. In

hended. the Indian inquiry, h« manifested the most patient, con

stant, and active industry to investigate : penetrating

acuteness to discover the nature and situation of affairs ;

enlarged views to comprehend their tendency ; fertile

and energetic invention to devise regulations both for cor

rection and improvement. Mr. Dundas,.indeed, when in
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opposition to ministers whose means of procuring their CHAP,

offices he did not approve, was far from considering in- XXX-

vectives against administration as the chief business of a ,,g3

member of parliament. He planned and proposed himself

much oftener than he censured the proposition and schemes

of others.

The supplies of this year having been voted before Supplies,

the reduction of the army, were nearly the same as in the

former year : twelve millions were raised by a loan, the

terms of which were severely censured by opposition, and

defended by ministers on the ground of necessity. The New taxes,

new taxes were additional duties on bills of exchange,

probates of wills, and legacies on bonds and law proceed

ings, and on stage coaches and diligences ; also new im

posts on certificates of marriages, births, and christenings ; ,

licenses for vending medicines, wagons and other com

mercial and agricultural carriages, on turnpikeroad and

inclosure bills, on agreements and awards. The most

important in its effects upon public opinion, and the pop

ularity of ministers, was the receipt tax. This duty was There-

perfectly agreeable to the principles of revenue, as it levied cell)ttax-

money in proportions founded on the extent of pecuniary

transactions, by which it was to be presumed, the parties,

if they acted judiciously, were deriving a benefit which

could afford the respective rates. It was approved by

able and candid financiers of all parties, both in and out

of parliament : yet applying to transfers and other mer

cantile concerns that were recurring every day, hour, and

minute, contravening former habits and constant practice,

it was infinitely more disrelished by the people, than a

partial, oppressive, and exorbitant impost, that would

have been raised at stated and distant periods, and thus

not perpetually press itself on the recollection and senses.

A session, much more remarkable for debate than The ses-

enactment, was terminated on the 16th of July, by a nates?""'

speech shorter and more general than usual. The com

plicated discussions between the late belligerent powers

had prevented the definitive terms of peace from being

finally settled : but his majesty had no doubt of their

speedy conclusion. The affairs of the East Indies would

require their eatly meeting in the following season.
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xxx" their influence in their respective districts in promoting

17S3 a spirit of industry, regularity, and order, as the true

internal sources of revenue and power to the nation.

Britain at ' The events of Britain, either foreign or domestic,

the peace, during the recess of 1783, were of little importance com

pared with those which the history has presented in re

cording the struggles of an arduous contest ; the energy

of war had ceased, the industry and enterprise of peace

were not begun. The nation in the interval of action,

seemed to be in a state of languor, from which it could

be roused only by very strong stimulatives. Trade was

stagnant, taxes, compared with the supposed resources of

the country, enormous ; the national debt doubled in eight

years, appeared overwhelming. Depression of situation

and spirits, reciprocally increased each other, by action

and reaction ; distress encouraged despondency, des

pondency precluded exertion and enterprise, . the only

effectual means of alleviating and removing distress. Oc

cupied chiefly by party contention, the legislature l had,

in the late session, devised no effectual means for the

improvement of the peace : the present administration,

however able many of its members actually were, did

not possess the confidence of the majority of the people ;

and extrication from melancholy circumstances was not

expected from their counsels. To these political causes

of gloomy retrospect and forebodings, the present, though

temporary, pressure of scarcity added its distresses. The

crops of 1782 had been extremely deficient in all parts of

these realms, and having been also unproductive on the

continent, had much diminished the usual sources of im

portation. The wants of the poor concurring with so

many other incentives to discontent, produced great dis

turbances and riots in various parts of the country. In

several places, especially puritanical districts of Scotland,

enthusiasm contributed its share to the disorders. The

anti-popish societies still continued to exist among the

very lowest orders ; in the abhorrence of the Romish church

great numbers of mechanics and manufacturing journey

men avowed their displeasure against that government by

which they affirmed popery to be impiously protected.
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They insulted and outraged the magistracy, attacked the CHAP.

military, and even killed several soldiers. Their zeal X*X.

becoming more eccentric and extravagant, they branched ^I^^

out into various sects, which, whatever might be the pe

culiar chimeras of their phrensy, concurred in disavowing

allegiance, every moral obligation and duty, if they con

ceived them to interfere with their theological notions.S

One sentiment they appeared to have borrowed from the

fifth monarchy men of Cromwellian celebrity, that all

things are laluful unto the saints. A relaxation of order

manifested itself in a variety of crimes, especially around

the metropolis. Theft and forgery were extremely fre

quent, robbery became more daring and atrocious, mur

der and barbarity, formerly so rare among English depre

dators, now abounded; the increase of depravity was great

and alarming.

The national and public acts of the country at this" Settlement

season, were chiefly the evacuation of America on the 3d ofOene-

of September; and the preliminaries between Britam and grants*

the states general were also subscribed the same day.

This yeaa. a commotion in a distant state produced a con

siderable accession of arts and industry to his majesty's

dominions ; certain alterations having been proposed in

the constitution of the illustrious though small republic of

'Geneva, a great proportion of the inhabitants were so

averse to the changes, that they determined to emigrate,

and appointed commissioners to collect information con

cerning asylums wherein they might enjoy the greatest

security, and be able to improve to the best advantage

their resources of property and character. In the beginning

of 1783 these commissioners arrived in Dublin, and were

received with affectionate kindness by the hospitable and

generous Irish. The delegates of the volunteer corps of

the province of Leinster, unanimously resolved, that the

inhabitants of Geneva, who sought refuge from oppression

and tyranny, deserved the highest commendation; and that

such of them as established themselves in that country

s The reader will find in the Gentleman's Magazinc,'and other periodical

.works for the year 1783, details ;(hd documents which frilly authenticate and

support this general account ; especially Gentleman's Magazine, p. 249 and 340 ;

Loudon Magazine, p. 8S ; and Morning Chronicle, repoateBty, nniet the sig

nature of a Scotch Wighj!A»der.
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should always receive the warmest support. The com

missioners applied to government for its. sanction to the

desired settlement ; and the lord lieutenant was empow

ered by his majesty to signify not only his royal approba

tion and assurance of protection and regard, and the

enjoyment of such privileges as would contribute to their

welfare and prosperity ; but to promise also pecuniary

assistance to enable them to execute the projected emi

gration and establishment. Their commissioners were

requested to detail the privileges and regulations which

they wished to be granted to .their intended place of resi

dence ; and were told, that after being approved by his

majesty's law servants, they should be extended into a

charter. It was recommended to the commissioners to

examine, with all expedition, a situation for their new

town ; and further, to establish in it an academy on the

principle of those of Geneva, through which the youth of

all countries in Europe had derived such important benefit.

The commissioners chose the county of Waterford as the

scene of the proposed colony. Of these gentlemen,

the most active was Mr. D'lvernois, since so well

known in political literature, by the title of sir Francis

D'lvernois.

While on the northern confines of the Alps, the

dissensions of man were producing political separation ;

in that delightful country, which stretches from their

southern frontiers, the discord of the elements caused a

most tremendous natural convulsion. The portion of

Italy which, from being a principal scene of Grecian colo

nies, was anciently known by the name of Grecia Magna ;

and in modern times bears the appellation of the Two

Calabrias, suffered a succession of earthquakes, the long

est, most dreadful and destructive to the face of the coun

try, and to mankind, that was ever experienced in those re

gions. The first shock happened about noon on the 5th

of February ir83, and was of all the most fatal ; it came

on suddenly, without any of the usual indications ; it was

about the Italian time of dinner, when the people were in

their houses ; but beyond all, the motion of the earth in

that shock was vertical, rising suddenly upwards from its

foundations, and as suddenly sinking again. By this
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fatal motion the greatest buildings, villages, towns, and CHAP,

entire cities were instantaneously involved in one common

destruction ; nothing remaining to be seen but vast heaps mm.

of undistinguishable ruing, without any traces of streets

or houses. One of the towns and cities where the great

est devastation took place was Casal Nuova, in which the

princess Gerase Grimaldi, with more than four thousand

of her subjects, perished in the same instant. At Bagua-

ra, above three thousand of the inhabitants were lost,

Radicina and Palma counted their loss at above three

thousand each : Terra Nuovo at about fourteen hundred ;

and Semina at still more. The greater mischief was in

Calabria Ultra, the extreme province of Italy next to Si

cily. The inhabitants of Scylla sought refuge on the cele

brated rock from its vicinity to which the town was de

nominated ; and following the example of their prince,1

descended to a little harbour at the foot of the hill, where

getting into boats, or stretched upon the shore, they

thought themselves free from danger. But in the course

of the night, a stupendous wave, which is said to have

been driven furiously over land, upon its return swept

away the unfortunate prince, with two thousand four hun

dred and seventy-three of his subjects. The northeast

angle of Sicily, including the city of Messina, were like

wise in a considerable degree victims of that shock. 'But

the greatest violence of its exertion, and its most dread

ful effects, were in the plain on the western side of the

Appennines ; mountains were rent, valleys closed ; the

hills that formed them being thrown from their places,

and meeting their opposite* in the centre, the course of *rivers was necessarily changed, or the waters being entire

ly dammed up, they were turned into great and increa

sing lakes."

The earth in all that part of Italy continued for

many weeks in a constant state of tremor j and several

t Many of the barons of the kingdom of Naples have the title of princes.

u The whole of the mortality, according to the returns made to the secre

tary of state's office in Naples amounted to 33,56/. These returns, drawn up

in the confusion and misery that prevailed, could not be accurate ; and it was

supposed by the best judges, that the real loss, including strangers, amounted

at least to io,000. These estimates only take in immediate victims to the earth

quakes ; those who perished through want, diseases, anguish, and every species.

of subsequent distress not being included.

Vol. II. Ppp
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CHAP shocks with different degrees of violence, were every day

^s^j feh, so that the unhappy people, already worn down with

1783 calamity and grief, through the loss of their property and

of their dearest relations, were still kept in a continual

state of apprehension and terror. The king and govern

ment of Naples employed every possible means for both

affording immediate relief to the sufferers, and assistance

towards their recovery from the loss of their property.

The archbishop of Reggio particularly distinguished him

self for benevolence and charity. He disposed of his

own furniture, equipages, and most productive moveables,

and employed all the money he could raise to alleviate

the distresses of his flocks. Having exhausted his pecu

niary resources, he still, by infusing the cordial balm of

sympathy, allayed those miseries which he could not re

move. This truly christian pastor is not unworthy of be

ing ;ranked With the celebrated bishop of Marseilles, as

one of the numberless instances of the beneficent purpo

ses to which recently reproached hierarchs applied their

possessions. i' *:, .. • ' '•. •; • -••..' •
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CHAP. XXXI.

Constituents and strength of the coalition ministry.—

Combines genius, political experience, and aristocratical

influence. Meeting of parliament. His majesty's

speech—recommends to their consideration Britishlndia—

commerce and revenue.—Mr. Fox-s East India bill—ob-ject, to vest the whole affairs of the company in certain

commissioners to be appointed by parliament, and admin

ister commercial as well as territorial concerns.—Argu

ments for the bill.—The company is in a state of bank

ruptcy, and unfit to manage its own affairs.—The enor

mous abuses of its servants, and the distresses of India.—

The bill is opposed by Mr. Pitt.—Arguments against

the bill, that it is an infringement of chartered rights,,

without the justification of necessity—and theformation

of an influence dependent on the present ministers.—By

Mr. Dundas.—He charges Mr. Fox with aspiring at

perpetual dictatorship.-—Burke's celebrated speech on the

extent and bounds of chartered rights.—Allegations

against Mr. Hastings.—Petitions of the India compa

ny.—Bill passes the commons by a great majority.—-

Other corporate bodies petition against the violation of a

charter.—Bill becomes obnoxious to the public.—Bill

rejected by the lords.—Causes assigned by ministry for

the rejection of the bill.—Alleged to be disagreeable to

his majesty.—Reported interference through earl Temple

canvassed in the house of commons.—Ministers dismissed

their offices.—Character of Mr. Fox's East India bill—

whether right or wrong, decisive and efficient—tho

roughly adapted to its end, whether good or bad—tended

to secure Mr. Fox's continuance in power, however that

power might be used.—General outcry against Mr.Fox.—

Impartial estimate of this political scheme.—Mr. William .

Pitt prime minister, with a minority in the house of com

mons.—Unpopularity ofMr. Fox and the coalition par

ty—Mr. Pitt's Fast India bill—rejected.—^testion n»
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dictation to the, crown by the commons in the choice of a

minister.—King, peers, and the public favourable to Mr.

Pitt.—Attempt of independent gentlemen to effect an

accommodation between the ministerial and opposition

party.—Meetingfor thatpurpose.—Correspondence with

the duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt.—Design proves

abortive.—Display of Mr. Pitt's talents and character

in resisting such a confederacy of genius and power.—

Public estimation of the contending leaders.—The king

declares his intention of taking the sense of his people.—

Dissolution andcharacter of this parliament,

'xxxl THE season now approached for the meeting of

v^vw parliament: in the last session ministers had done little more

1783. than procure their appointments. They had proposed no

important schemes of policy to ascertain their collective

character : the public might conjecture what they would

Constitu- be, but could not yet know what they were. The coali-

strengtb of tlon administration, it was obvious, had many symptoms

the coaii- 0f strength superior to that which was possessed by anv

tion rami*. .. . . . -

trv. ministry since the commencement of this reign. It com-

Une^cn-l" bined tne leading members of both parties that prevailed

Jus, poiiti- during the American war; united philosophy and genius

cnce, and with official experience : and to consolidate parts formerly

ftAuence'0 heterogeneous into one mass, a great weight of aristocratic

influence was superadded. Lord North retained many of

his numerous supporters : Mr. Fox had a less numerous,

but a still more able band of friends. The result of this

union of genius, experience, rank and property, Was a

majority seldom seen in favour of ministers from the time

of the illustrious Pitt. The friends of this ministry con

ceived it to comprise all that was requisite to heal the

wounds and restore the prosperity of their country. Its

opponents, from the character of its principal members,

and especially its acting head, equally expected boldness,

decision and efficacy ; but a mischievous, not a beneficial

efficacy. They conceived the leaders of the two com

ponent parties, by their extraordinary junction, to have

sacrificed all public principle at the altar of ambition.

They apprehended, that by forcing themselves into the

counsels of their sovereign, they had thereby infringed the
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Having so interpreted the views and conduct of admini- XXXI.

stration, they inferred, that their measures would be direct- ^y^^

ed to the preservation and extension of their own power,

instead of the good of the country. , -

Parliament assembled on the 11th of November, and Meeting oi

soon afforded an opportunity of considering the schemes J™*"

of administration. His majesty's speech was short, but Hismajes-

extremely comprehensive ; the de6nitive treaties of peace reeorof60-''

had been concluded ; the important and extensive inqui- mends to

ries long carried on respecting India affairs, were pursued side-ration

with diligence, and the fruit of them would he expected in ^"^^otn""

the provisions of parliamentary wisdom, to maintain and meree,

improve the valuable advantages which we derived from j^e,"^67

our oriental possessions, and to promote and secure the

happiness of the native inhabitants of those provinces. ,The seasjon of peace would call for their attention to every

possible means of recruiting the strength of the nation,

after such a long and expensive war. One of the first

objects of deliberation was the security and increase of the

revenue in the manner which should be least burdensome

to the subjects. Dangerous frauds had prevailed, and

daring outrages were committed respecting the collection

of the public revenue : and to prevent the continuance of

such depredations, it would be necessary to adopt new

provisions. The house of commons were informed of the

reduction of all the establishments as far as prudence would

and admit, of the closing expenses requisite at such a time,

reminded of the necessity of supporting the national credit.

The primary importance of these objects was undeni

able ; and an address consonant to the speech was unani

mously passed in both houses. Mr. Pitt expressed his

high approbation of the ends proposed by government,

though he made some animadversions on the tardiness of

ministers, in not having been farther advanced in measures

for the accomplishment of such momentous purposes. On

all these grand subjects, he counselled them to bring for

ward great, efficient and permanent systems ; as he highly

applauded the ends which they professed to seek, he trust

ed the means which they would devise would be equally

meritorious ; in which case, tbey should have his warmest
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XXXI. jyjn p^t's talents, declared, nothing could afford him more

J783 satisfaction as a minister, or proud exultation as a man,

than to be honoured with the praise and support of Mr.

Pitt." He expressed very high approbation of the general

principles which he had briefly sketched concerning the

objects of their intended deliberation. He acknowledged

that India affairs could ill brook delay : through the

industrv and ability of their committee, however, the time

which they had occupied was the means of affording par

liament the most accurate and complete information ; bo

that no assembly could be better acquainted with the sub

ject on which they were called to deliberate : he concluded

with announcing, that, on the 18th of November, he should

propose a plan for the government of India.

East India ^N the day appointed, Mr. Fox moved the house for

Fol°' Ml leave to bring in a bill for vesting the affairs of the East

India company in the hands of certain commissioners, for

the benefit of the proprietors and the public ; and also a

bill for the better government of the territorial possessions

and dependencies in India. In the former of these pro

positions, a preamble stated, that disorders existed and

increased in the management of the British territorial pos

sessions, revenues, and commerce, in the East Indies ;

which diminished the prosperity of the natives, impaired

and threatened with utter ruin the valuable interests of this

Object to nation. The government of the present directors and pro-

whoit^af- prietors was to be suspended ; they were to be deprived

fairsofthe0f the whole administration of their territorial and com-

in "certain mercial affairs ; of their books, papers, documents, and

sionersw tnelr house in Leiidenhall street. The total direction of

be appoint- all their concerns, mercantile, financial, and political, was

fiamentTl henceforward to be vested in seven commissioners ; name-

and to ad- j„ William earl Fitzwilliam, the richt honourable Frede-

mimster * 7 .

eommer- ric Montague, lord George viscount Lewisham, the hon-

astetrit»n ourable George Augustus North, sir Gilbert Elliot, sir

rial con- Henry Fletcher, and Robert Gregory, esq. These com

missioners were to be appointed for the first time by the

whole legislature ; but afterwards by the crown : they

x Parliamentary debates, 1783.i.
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were to hold their offices by the same tenure as the judges ChAP.

of England, during their good behaviour, and to be remov

ed only by address from either house of parliament : they

were to be assisted by seven directors ; who should each

possess at least two thousand pounds India stock, and have

no mercantile concern with the company. The first seven

were named in the bill : vacancies were to be supplied by

a majority of the proprietors, on an open poll. Any or

all of the assisting directors might be removed by five of

the commissioners ; and thus the commissioners were to

hold the supreme direction and exclusive patronage of

all India affairs. In the exercise of this immense power,

they were required to come to a decision upon every ques

tion within a limited time, or to assign a specific reason

for their delay. They must submit, once in every six

months, an exact state of their accounts and establishments

to both houses of parliament ; they were never to vote by

ballot, and must enter upon their journals the reasons of

their vote. Such were the outlines of this celebrated bill.

The proposed plan appeared to combine efficiency in the

powers intrusted, openness in the required progress of its

exercise, and responsibility that it should be employed for

the intended purposes. If therefore, the objects were bene

ficial to our Indian interests and to the whole British

empire, and the persons chosen were completely qualified

for executing the trust reposed, there can be no doubt that

their powers were fully sufficient. This bill for the general

management of Indian concerns, was accompanied by a

second bill, the professed object (jf which was, to prevent

all kinds of arbitrary and despotical proceedings from the

administration of the territorial possessions ; it defined the

authority of the governor general, suppressed all power of

acting independently of his council, proscribed the delega

tion of any trust, and declared every existing British ser

vant in India incompetent to the acquisition or exchange

of any territory in behalf of the company ; to the conclu

sion of any treaty of partition ; to appoint to office any

person removed for misdemeanor; to lend to native pow

ers the company's troops ; and to hire out any property to

any civil officers of the company : it voided all monopo

lies, and declared every illegal present recoverable by any
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ChAP, person for his sole benefit. One part of the second bill

particularly respected the zemindars or native landhol

1783. secured to them an estate of inheritance, without an alter

ation of rents ; and endeavoured to preclude all vexatious

and usurious claims ; to forbid mortgages, and to subject

all doubtful demands to the examination and censure of

the commissioners. It prescribed a mode for terminating

the disputes between the nabob of Arcot and the rajah of

Tanjore ; and disqualified every person in the service of

the company from sitting in the house of commons dur

ing the continuance of his employment, and for a certain

specified term after his dismission. As the scheme of Mr.

Fox proposed to take away from the India company the

management of the whole and every part of their own

commercial affairs, as well as the territorial possessions,

Arguments its author drew his arguments to support it from two sour-

forthe bill. ceg . embarrassed state of the company's finances ; the

durable and comprehensive abuses which had prevailed in

the government of India. The distressed situation of the

company's affairs he endeavoured to prove from the fol

lowing circumstances : they had applied the preceding

year to parliament for pecuniary assistance ; they bad ask

ed leave to borrow five hundred thousand pounds upon

bonds: they had petitioned for three hundred thousand

pounds in exchequer bills ; and for the suspension of a

demand upon them, on the part of government, for seven

hundred thousand pounds due for customs. By an act of

parliament, the directors were prohibited from accepting

bills beyond three hundred thousand pounds, drawn in

India ; yet, at this very time, bills to the amount of more

than two millions were on their way from India for accep

tance. Their actual debt was eleven millions two hundred

thousand pounds ; and they had stock in hand, towards

paying this immense incumbrance, only to the amount of

about three millions, two hundred thousand pounds. The

result of this comparison was a balance against them of

eight millions ; a deficiency which was extremely alarming,

when compared with the capital of the proprietors. He

would not hesitate to declare the company actually bank

rupt : if they were not assisted, they must unavoidably be

ruined ; and the fall of a body of merchants so extensive
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in their concerns, and so important in the eyes of Europe, CHAP,

must necessarily give a very alarming blow to our national ^^^^jcredit. Parliament must permit the acceptance to be made, ,-83

and interfere for their support; but it would be absurd in The com-

itself, and unjust to the nation, for legislature to grant state of

them succour, without taking for the public security the ^n^™put„.

total direction of their pecuniary affairs. This was an fit tor man.

interference not only wise but absolutelv necessary. Con- ownakVs,

cerning the abuses that prevailed in the government of ^J^,6^"

India, he began with the conduct of the company at home, ses of its

the nature of their connexion with their officers abroad, and^is?

the conduct of the servants in general, and of Mr. Hastings J^3aes°f

in particular, elucidated from the reports of the committee.

The plan which he proposed would, he contended, prevent ,the recurrence of such abuses, promote the prosperity of

the British interest, and change the condition of the natives

from oppression and misery to security and comfort.

The first, most strenuous and powerful opposer of the The bill is

bill was Mr. Pitt. The reasons which he urged against Mr^PTtt!^

it were reducible to two general heads. " The proposed

" scheme," he said, " annihilated chartered rights, and

" created a new and immense body of influence, unknown

" to the British constitution." He admitted that India Argu-

wanted reform ; but not such a reform as broke through ™^?nst the

every principle of equity and justice. The bill proposed Mi, that it

to disfranchise the members, and confiscate the property Joa of

of the East India company ; it required directors, trustees ^il^ttserei1

chosen by proprietors for the behalf of those constituents, without

and under their control, to surrender all lands, tenements, catioiTof "

houses, books, records, charters, instruments, vessels, necessity,

goods, money, and securities, to persons over whom the

owners were to possess no power of interference in the

disposal of their own property; on what principle of law

or justice could such a confiscation be defended ? The

rights of the company were conveyed in a charter express

ed in the clearest and strongest terms that could be con- 'ceived. It was clearer, stronger, and better guarded in

point of expression, than the charter of the bank of England ; the right by which our gracious sovereign held the

sceptre of these kingdoms, was not-more fully confirmed,

nor farther removed from the possibility of all plansible

Vol,. II. Q q q
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question. The principle of this bill once established,

what security had the other public companies of the

kingdom ? What security had the bank of England ?

What security had the national creditors, or the public

corporations ? or, indeed, what assurance could we have

for the great charter itself, the foundation of all our

privileges, and all our liberties ? The power indeed was

pretended to be created in trust for the benefit of the pro

prietors ; but, in case of the grossest abuse of trust, to

whom was the appeal ? To the proprietors ? No ; but to

a majority of either house of parliament, which the most

drivelling minister could not fail to secure with the patron*

age of about two millions sterling given by this bill. But

the proposition was still more objectionable in another

way, it was calculated to increase the influence of the min

ister to an enormous and alarming degree. Seven com

missioners chosen ostensibly by parliament, but really by

administration, were to involve in the vortex of their autho

rity tKe whole treasure of India. These poured forth

like an irresistible torrent upon this country, would sweep

away our liberties and all we could call our own.

Mr. Dundas argued, that the immediate tendency of

the bill was so far from being to increase the influence of

the crown, that it must inevitably overbear its power : it

created a fourth estate, which would overturn the balance

of the three established by the constitution. The opposers

of the bill proceeded to attack its author's motives. Mr.

Fox was a man of the most splendid ability, the most

intrepid and daring spirit, and unbounded ambition. He

professed himself a party man, and it was a leading article

in his political creed, that Britain ought to be governed by

a party : to perpetuate such a government was the design

of the present scheme. This bill exhibited all the most

prominent features of its author's character and sentiments :

its end was perpetual dictatorship to himself ; the projected

means were the whole influence of India possessed and

exercised by the members and agents of a party which

were totally at his devotion. The motives of the coalition

were before easily divined ; new success encouraged them

to unfold their intentions, and their designs became fully

manifested. To force his way to the supreme direction of
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those statesmen whom he had uniformly professed to CHAP.

reprobate ; he headed them in censuring that peace, which, , * *in less trying circumstances, he uniformly professed to 17g3

recommend : and thus found an opportunity of attaining the ."

power which he through that coalition sought. His views

extending as he advanced, he now proposed to make his

power perpetual and uncontrolable. Such was the opinion

which Messrs. Dundas and Pitt, and their supporters,

delivered concerning Mr. Fox's East India bill.

The combined force of philosophy, eloquence, and Burke-s ee.

poetry, was employed by Mr. Burke in supporting this speech on

grand project of his friend. A considerable portion of his ''^^HeI"J#

own reasoning was exerted to controvert the arguments ofcharter-

drawn from the annihilation of the company's charter : he 6(1 r'sllts-

admitted, to the fullest extent, that the charter of the East

India corporation had been sanctioned by the king and

parliament ; that the company had bought it, and honestly

paid for it ; and that they had every right to it which such

a sanction and such a purchase could convey. Having

granted this position to the opponents of the bill, he main

tained, that notwithstanding that sanction and purchase,

the proposed change ought to take place. He proceeded

on the great and broad grounds of ethics, arguing that no

SPECIAL COVENANT, HOWEVER SANCTIONED, CAN AUTHO

RIZE A VIOLATION OF THE LAWS OF MORALITY J if a

covenant operate to the misery of mankind, to oppression,

and injustice, the general obligation to prevent wickedness

is antecedent and superior to any special obligation to per

form a covenant : parliament had sold all they had a right

to sell-—an exclusive privilege to trade ; but not a privilege

to rob and oppress ; and if what they disposed of for the

purposes of commerce was made the instrument of oppres

sion and pillage, it was their duty, as the guardians of the

conduct and happiness of all within the sphere of their

influence and control, to prevent so pernicious an opera

tion. After laying down this as a fundamental principle,

he proceeded to argue, that there had been, and were, the

most flagrant acts of oppression in India, by the servants

of the company ; that the whole system was oppressive

from the beginning of the acquisition of territorial posses

sions : he entered into a detail of the principal instances of
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CHAP, his majesty's government, Mr. Fox had coalesced with

yJ^jO^ rapine, violence, and tyranny, which were attributed to the

,783. English ; and dwelt with superior energy and pathos on

AlL'gationi) those acts of which he alleged Mr. Hastings to be guilty.

against Mrf , . • • i-

Hastings. .No one undertook to deny, as an abstract proposition, that

charters or any covenants contravening the principles of

morality, and bringing misery on mankind, ought to be

annulled ; but the allegation was denied respecting the

charter of the East India company. The bill, it was

affirmed, proposed confiscation without proof of

Petitionsof delinojjency. The proprietors and directors petitioned

the India tne house that their securities and property might not be

forfeited without evidence of criminality. They desired,

" that before the house passed a bill which would act as a

condemnation, they should prove the guilt. One reason

adduced by Mr. Fox for the proscription of their rights

was, that they had mismanaged their own affairs, and were

insolvent ; - they denjed the alleged bankruptcy, and offered

to prove by a statement of their demands and effects, that

though somewhat embarrassed, their assets far exceeded

their debts ; and prayed their situation might be fully in

spected before a bill, proceeding on an assumption of their

being bankrupts, should be passed. Let not, they said,

A PARLIAMENTARY DOCKET BE STRUCK WITHOUT GIVING

US AN OPPORTUNITY OF CONVINCING EQUITY THAT WE

CAN PAY EVERY CREDITOR TWENTY SHILLINGS IN THE

pound. The remonstrating entreaties of the company, and

The bill all the opposition in the house of commons, were unavail-

Soramons lng: on tne 8tn o* December, the bill passed the house by

by a great the large majority of two hundred and eight to one hun-

maj ty dred and two.* The next day Mr. Fox, attended by a

great number of members, presented the bill at the bar

of the house of lords. When it came to the peers, it met,

if not with an abler opposition, with a much more nume-

y In the closing debate on this bill in the house of commons, Mr. Flood, a

very eminent orator in the Irish parliament, lately chosen a memher for Win

chester, first spoke in the Oritish parliament. Emphatic in his deliver}., both

pompons and vehemonl in his maimer, he appeared rather to demand than to so

licit the attention of the house. Snob a mode of elocution, however valuable the

matter might he, and oogent the arguments, certainly exposed the speaker to

ridicule This engine was very happily played upon him in the poignant wit,

keen and strong satire of Mr. Courtney ; who, without invalidating his oppo

nent's arguments, sikaecd the oratory ol- Sir. Flood in the liritish house oj-

common*.
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rous in proportion to the number of the assembly. Great CHAP,
• XXXI

force of eloquence 'and reasoning were exerted on both ^^^^

sides ; rarely indeed was there a fuller attendance, and 1783

perhaps never did a greater assemblage of ability display

itself in our house of lords, than on so momentous a ques

tion, that engaged, on the one side, an able body of peers

headed by lord Thurlow and lord Camden ; on the other

a no less able body, headed by lord Loughborough and

lord Mansfield. In the house of commons, however, the

arguments on both sides had been so completely exhausted,

that little novelty appropriate to the question could be

brought forward even by such powers of genius. Lord

Thurlow spoke to the attack on Hastings, which had been

repeated in the house of peers. If (said he) he be a depo-

pulator of provinces, if he be a plunderer, and an enemy

to the human race, let his crimes be dragged into the light

of day, and let him be punished, but not condemned with

out a trial.1 Meanwhile, the bill had begun to produce a

considerable alarm in the country. Other bodies now Other cor-

followed the example of the East India company, in peti- (iieS peti

tioning against a measure which they considered as an fh°" y£Ja-lst

atrocious violation of private property. In the house of tionofa

peers the opponents of the bill proposed to defer its con

sideration for several days, until they should have time to

receive more adequate information ; its supporters were

very urgent for the speedy completion of the scheme ; but,

the former prevailing, it was deferred. The bill was now

become extremely obnoxious to the public ; the majority of

z Mr. Hastings (he said) was one of the most venerable characters that this

country had produced : he had served the Kast India company for thirty.three

years, and twelve years as president at Bengal. He possessed a most extensive

knowledge of the languages, the manners, the politics, and the revenues of In-

dostan. He was a roan whose integrity, honour, firmness of mind, and perse

verance, had encountered difficulties that would have subdued the spirit of any

other man, and had surmounted every obstacle ; no impediment, no opposition,

could have been more formidable than that of the commission, which seemed to

have been sent out for the express purpose of thwarting and opposing all his

. measures. When he considered the scene of confusion that euifttea, the factious

and personal spirit by which these men had been animated from the hourof their

landing, he sincerely wished they had died before they had set foot in India.

But Mr. Hastings had been able to overcome so arduous a trial, and such was the

vigour of our government in Bengal ; such were the regulations for the adminis

tration of justice in the provinces, and such the economical arrangements

formed by the civil and military departments, that he did not believe it would be

in the power of the folly and ignoracce of the most favourite clerks Mr. Fox's

directors could send out, to throw Bengal into confusion in the term that was

assigned for the duration of his bill. riee Parliamentary Debates, Dec. 1783.
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the house of peers exhibited the sentiment of a much

greater proportion of a majority of the nation. The people

appeared to have adopted a totally different opinion from

the house of commons.* The motion for a second reading

took place on the 15th, and the house being adjourned to

the 17th, the question was put for the commitment, and

carried against the minister by a majority of ninety. five to

seventy-six ; and thus Mr. Fox's celebrated India bill,

after passing the house of commons, was rejected by the

lords. The conduct of the peers which, in voting contrary

to the house of commons, concurred with the popular

voice, was represented by the ministerial party as arising

not from conviction, but an extrinsic influence. His

majesty, on investigating the nature, tendency, and pro

bable consequences of the bill introduced by Mr. Fox, was

understood to be inimical to its adoption. It was con

ceived, that the more our king reflected on the subject, he

was the more deeply impressed with the mischievous

effects of the scheme in question, that he thought it would

overturn the balance of the constitution ; and that under

such an impression, he very freely delivered his sentiments

to counsellors whom he did not think members of the

coalition confederacy. Among those who enjoyed the

greatest degree of the royal confidence was earl Temple, a

nobleman of considerable talents, high character, and an

ample fortune ; totally unconnected with any party junto,

and thereby not only capable, but most probably disposed,

to give the best advice. A report prevailed, that in a

private conference with his majesty, this nobleman, with

the candour and honesty of a faithful and conscientious

counsellor, had delivered his sentiments to the king ; and

that they coincided with those which the illustrious person

age himself entertained. The report farther added, that

the opinion of his majesty having been communicated to

various pe had influenced their votes. The clamour

against such advisers was revived by ministry ; and it was

asserted that, but for these, a majority in the lords would

a See a periodical paper of those times, entitled the Political Herald, which

^.as edited by the elegant pen of (iodv.'in, but supported by the abler pen of Gil

bert Stewart, and frequently invigorated by the masculine strength of William

'lhomson. - -
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have fofwarded the bill proportionate to that which had CHAP.

carried it through the house of commons. This rumour ^^^^

respecting the interference of the sovereign, was never 17g3.

authenticated ; it however was believed by the supporters

of the bill, and deemed the means of its rejection. The

reports were considered by the coalition party of so great

importances, as to be the foundation of several resolutions.

On the 1 7th of December, the coalition speakers expatiated is canvas-

• n i-i i- i • 1 .- b sed in the
on secret influence, which, according to their assumption^ house of

still existed. Mr. William Baker made a motion, seconded eoiamoas-

by lord Maitland, importing, that it was now necessary to

declare, that to mention any opinion, or pretended opinion

of the king, upon any bill or other proceeding in either

house of parliament, with a view to influence the votes of

the members, was a high crime and misdemeanor, derogatory

to the honour of the crown, a breach of the fundamental

privileges of parliament, and subversive of the constitution

of the country. Mr. Pitt argued on the impropriety of a

legislative assembly proceeding on unauthenticated ru

mours ; that monster, public report, was daily fabricating a

thousand absurdities and improbabilities ; and it was the

greatest sarcasm upon every thing serious and respectable

to suffer her to intrude on the national business, and for

the house to follow her through all her shapes and extrava

gancies. He was asked, how ministers were to act when

circumvented, as they complained of having been, by secret

influence, and when the royal opinion was inimical to their

measures ? In his judgment, their duty, in a situation thus

dishonourable and inefficient, was obvious and indispen

sable ? The moment they could not answer for their

measures, let them retire : the servants of the crown were

worse than useless whenever they were without responsi

bility. Mr. Fox endeavoured to prove, that the present

resolutions were necessary to mark the independence of par

liament; and to decide whether it was to be governed by

the wisdom and free choice of its members, or by the

dictates of the crown. Taking for granted the existence

of secret influence, he exercised his eloquence in des-

b Authentic and impartial history must oonsider the assertion concerning

Secret influence, as an sssutoptien. because the allegation was neither admitted

jior proved
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cribing the evils which it would produce. We are

(he said) robbed of our rights, with a menace of imme

diate destruction before our face : from this moment

farewell to every independent measure. Whenever the

liberties of the people, the rights of private property,

or the still more sacred privileges of personal safety, are

vindicated by the house, the hopes of the public, anxious,

eager, and panting for the issue, are to be whispered away,

and dispersed to every wind of heaven, by the breath of

secret influence. A parliament thus fettered and controled,

instead of limiting, extends beyond all limit and precedent

the prerogative of the crown, and has no longer any use

but to register the degrees of despotism, and the arbitrary

mandates of a favourite. Thus, according to Mr. Fox,

the constitution of England was to become despotical, if

the house of commons did not reprobate a secret influence

which rumour0 only alleged to exist. A majority of one

hundred and fifty-three to eighty voted for the resolution.

The conduct of his majesty evidently demonstrated

that he was not only extremely averse to the East India

bill, but highly displeased with its author. On the 18th

of December, at twelve at night, he sent a message to the

two secretaries of state, intimating that his majesty had

no farther occasion for their services, and directing that

the seals of office should be delivered to him by the under

secretaries, as a personal interview would be disagreeable.

Ministers Early the next morning letters of dismission, signed

aed.d'Snm" Temple, were sent to the other members of the cabinet.

Immediately the places of first lord of the treasury, and

chancellor of the exchequer, were conferred on Mr. Wil

liam Pitt ; lord Temple received the seals as secretary of

state ; and carl Gower was appointed lord president of the

council. On the 22d lord Temple resigned the seals of

his office, and they were delivered to lord Sidney, as secre

tary of state for the home department ; and to the marquis

of Carmarthen for the foreign. Lord Thurlow was appoint

ed high chancellor of Britain ; the duke of Rutland, lord

c The report was, that a circular card, supposed to have been written by

lord Temple, had been transmitted to various peers, purporting his majesty's

disapprobation of Mr. Fox's bill,'as subversive of the power and dignity of the
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privy seal ; lard viscount Howe, first lord of the admrraiW CHap^

ty ; and the; duke of Richmond, master general of the

ordnance Mr. William Grenville, and lord Mulgrave^ 17&3^

succeeded Mr. Burke in the pay-office ; and Mr. Henry

Dundaa ^ was appointed to the office of treasurer of the

navy. « , tj • . : »• »v .v* (•. >» - •.»l

Taws terminated the coalition administration, owing Character

its downfal to Mr. Fox's East India bill. In whatever "fM,r. .

light we view this celebrated measure, we must allow it td ludiabiii:be the effort off an expanded and towering genius. Whe- whetherther the object was beneficial or injurious, the means were ^on^'de.

great, comprehensive, and efficacious. If, with its framer eisivc and

and supporters, we consider the East India company as

guilty of the grossest misconduct in the administration oftheir affairs ; as having brought themselves to a state ofinsolvency, and thus rendering it necessary for their prin1 ,cipal creditor to interfere for his own security, and toprevent them from utterly ruining themselves, the planwas efficient : the company could no longer mismanagetheir affairs, for Mr. Fox left them none to administer*What the author said of the whole bill, applies to it withgreat truth : it was no half measure. If the territorial thoroughlyconcerns of the company had been so madly, wickedly, ^end*1 t°

and destructively administered by the company's vveakness whether

. . . . . , good or
and corruption, and the vices ot its servants, the powers bad..

proposed by Mr. Fox to be conferred upon his seven

friends, rendering them sole, supreme, and complete direc

tors of British India, were thoroughly adequate to every

purpose of correction of misconduct. prevention of abuses,

and punishment of malversation ; his provisions for the

zemindars tended most effectually to give to those land

holders the security of British subjects. The opponents

of the bill, while they reprobated its tendency and design,

fully admitted that extraordinary exertions of genius had

been employed in adapting it to its end. Considering it fitted to se

as intended to make its seven executors lords of so great "P^x conti-

a part of the British empire, and its inventor imperial imanoe la
■ . . . . power,

master of the whole, they allowed, that in its general prin- however

eiple, and in its particular provisions, relations, and depen- ^ht'be61'

dencies, it was mos4 skilfully, ingeniously, and completely unfitted to establish in these realms, the government of an

Vol. II. R r r
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CHAP, oligarchical confederacy, headed by Charles James FoX.

Impartial history, without entirely adopting the opinion of

i783 either party, must see and exhibit in this plan a most for

cible efficacy, that might operate in two ways : on the one

hand, as its supporters asserted, it was thoroughly calcu

lated for preventing the recurrence of such evils as had

been recently prevalent : and on the other, it was no less

obviously and directly fitted to confer on Mr. Fox and his

connexions, a power new in the British constitution, far

surpassing that which had before belonged to any body or

estate under our polity, and without that control on which

has depended, and depends, the integrity and efficacy of

our several establishments and our political system. Con

cerning Mr. Fox's motives, the historian, like every other

observer of human conduct, will infer intention according

to the nature and tendency of the measure, compared with

the circumstances of the case, and character of the agent.

Examining the scheme, knowing that the ambition most

frequently prevalent in great minds occupied no inconsi

derable share of Mr. Fox's heart, and perceiving the bill

so well framed to gratify that passion, he will not hesitate

to assign the love of power as one of the motives. Aware,

however, that an inventor, ardent in the promotion of a

scheme which has occupied his affections and faculties,

and engaged in contemplating its direct and immediate

adaptation to proposed ends, may overlook more indirect

operations, or more distant consequences ; he may conclude,

that Mr. Fox did not view, in their whole extent and force,

the effects which, unless arrested in its course, the project

might have produced. The most probable account which

impartial candour can present concerning this important

subject of history, appears to be the following : Mr. Fox

had acceded to the whig doctrine of governing this coun

try by an aristocratical confederacy. Conscious of his own

extraordinary talents, and desirous of that power which

would have employed and displayed them, he expected

and sought to be leader of an administration which should

be supported by such a combination. The sovereign he

well knew was averse to a party government. The mis

fortunes of the war having rendered the ministry of lord

North very unpopular, the whig combination came into
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power. Finding, in the promotion of lord Shelburne, a CHAP,

deviation from the plans which the whigs had delineated,

Mr. Fox and his party resigned. Their own combination 1783.

not being sufficient to secure them the direction of public

affairs, the whig party joined another, before hostile; and • .-.from their combined powers, forced the practical adoption

of their maxim of ruling by a confederacy. Aware of the

disagreeableness of such a ministry to him in whom the

constitution vested the choice of executive servants, and

naturally apprehending that he would avail himself of ari

opportunity to exert his own free choice, Mr. Fox, in

framing his bill, appears to have endeavoured to guard

against the probability of such an event. The permanence

of Mr. Fox's connexion in administration, would evidently

be a morally certain effect of his bill ; and, therefore, may

fairly be assigned as one of its principal objects. Mr. Outeqf

Fox's opponents illustrated their conceptions of his scheme, ^"fJqj

by comparing him to Oliver Cromwel, Julius Caesar, Cati

line, and other celebrated projectors of usurpation. But

an attentive consideration of his character, dispositions,

and habits, and, above all, his uniform conduct, by no

means justifies the charge of solitary ambition. Social in

private life, Mr. Fox has always courted association in

politics ; ambitious of sway, he has sought not only to ac

quire it by, but to enjoy it with, a party. Besides, had he

been ever so desirous of the solitary dominion of protector

or dictator, he must have known, that in Britain he never

could have attained so uncontrolled a power. His saga

city would not have suffered his designs so very far to

outgo every probability of success. Confining the proposed

schemes of this great man somewhat near the bounds of

probable execution,- the historian may fairly venture to

affirm, that he intended, by his India bill, to secure the

continuance of power to himself, his whig confederacy,

and their new allies : and that the whole series of his

conduct was a practical adoption of the doctrines of his

friend Mr. Burke, in his " Thoughts on the Discontents,"

exhibiting all the beauties of poetry and depth of phi

losophy, to minister to party politics, and applying

the energies of his genius, the stores of his wisdom,

aad the fascination of his fancy, to show that Britain,
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ChAP, disregarding the choice of the king, or the talents of the

subject, ought to be governed by a whig association. On

1783. the whole it is evident, that one of the chief objects of

Impartial the coalition was, to establish the united parties in the

estii..a'( ot ' - ' , ,
this poiiti.- management ot government. It is do less manifest, that

oaibcheme. ^ £ast India, bill both tended, and was designed to se

cure to the confederacy the continuance of power. So

far impartial history must concur with the opponents of

the illustrious Fox. But the reasonableness of the cen

sure, and even obloquy which he thereby incurred, is

much more questionable. That Mr. Fox loved power is

very obvious, and abstractly neither deserving of praise nor

censure. There is little doubt that he was not the minister

of the' king's predilection and personal choice.; The ap

pointment of his executive servants is certainly by the

s, .. • constitution vested in his majesty; but various cases have

,jj '. occurred in the history of England, in which, it. was sot

only requisite, but necessary, for the king, in the. .exercise

of his prerogative, to sacrifice private prepossessions to

general good : such an, event has happened, and, always

may happen under a free constitution, of which the object

is the welfare of the community. The court doctrine at

this time, that 'Mr. Fqx and his adherents merited the

severest reprobation, because they wished to administer

the government contrary to the inclination of the king, is

by no means obviously true. The unbiassed historian

must consider the question on the broad grounds of expe

diency. Had or had not Charles James Fox, in his par

liamentary and executorial conduct, shown such intellec

tual talents, such force, energy, and decision of mind, as

would have rendered him a momentous accession to

the counsels of the nation, when the state of affairs re

quired the exertion of the greatest abilities which it con

tained. Those who thought that he had manifested such

talents and qualities, were, by patriotic duty, bound to

support the continuance, or attempt the restoration of his

power. Mr. Fox, though not thirty-five years of age,

was an old senator : for ten years his wisdom, viewing

situation and conduct, had predicted events and results

with an accuracy almost prophetic. His . lessons as a

statesman, he had received from moral and political sci-
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tace, thorough conversancy with the British constitution, CHAP,

government, and interests, impressed more forcibly on his

mind by practical contemplation of the errors of systems, 1783

the insufficiency of plans, and the imbecility of execution,

followed to their fatal effects. For only eleven months

and a, quarter, if* two cabinets, had he been minister.

With the marquis of Rockingham, he, in four months,

had pacified and enfranchised the discontented and op

pressed Irish ; he had prepared for terminating a ruin

ous war ; and had promoted retrenchment of the expendi

ture, which was so burdensome to the nation. In the

coalition ministry, he had persevered in promoting econo

mical regulations, which were so much wanted ; and had

begun successfully to move stagnant commerce. His In

dia bill, even if admitted to be wrong in its object and

principle, yet was certainly grand, comprehensive, and effi

cient. If there was error, it arose, not from the defect of

weakness, but the excess of strength. It displayed a

range of survey, a fertility and force of invention, a bold

ness and decision of plan, an openness and directness of

execution, that stamped its author as a man of sublime

genius, who fearlessly unfolded and published his concep

tions. The impartial narrator, using the best of his judg

ment, must disapprove of the infringement of charters,0 at

least till proof was established that their objects had been

violated, or deem the new power created greater than was

either necessary for its purpose, or consistent with the ba

lance of the constitution ; but must acknowledge, that its

territorial operation would have been thoroughly and im

mediately efficacious. The perspicuity of the whole, and

every clause, manifested the extent and bounds of the

delegated power, defined the mode of its exercise, and

the open responsibility under which the trust was to be

discharged ; and in marking the line of duty, showed the

unavoidable consequences of transgression ; by precluding

the probability of unpunished guilt, it tended to prevent

o I have been informed by a member of the party that some very eminent

senators belonging to it, especially a gentleman who has since risen to be one

of its heads, privately advised Mr. Fox to leave the commercial management to

proach would have been prevented, and Mr. Fox might have continued Jto he
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securing the rights of property, it would stimulate indus-

j783 try» ano< render British India infinitely more productive to

the proprietors and nation, besides diffusing comfort and

happiness to the natives, so long the objects of

an iniquity which was disgraceful to the British name

These were the benefits which must have obvious

ly resulted from the plan of Mr. Fox. The confiscation

of charters could only be defended on the ground of ne

cessity, and Mr. Fox had not evinced that necessity, and

was therefore precipitate and blamable in proposing to

proceed upon an assumption, in a case of so high an im

portance both as to policy and justice. But his proposi

tions on this part of the subject did not necessarily imply

unfair intentions. The influence which must have ac

crued to the confederacy might have been formidable to

the constitution, but if it proved so, its dangers must have

arisen from the legislators, the guardians of our polity,

as to these the proposed commissioners were to be amen

able. The new influence might increase ministerial ma

jorities in parliament, but great means of such an aug

mentation must have arisen from any plan for taking the

territorial possessions under the direction of the British

government. His East India scheme, both in itself and

in combination with his other acts, and the series of his

conduct, displayed those talents and qualities, which,

when joined, place the possessor in the highest rank of

statesmen, and show him fully competent to render to his

country the most momentous services. The plan itself is

of a mixed character, and liable to many strong objections,

yet the impartial examiner will not easily discover, in the

whole of this scheme, reasons to convince him, that, because

Mr. Foxproposed this planfor governing India, it was bene

ficial to the country to be deprived of the executorial efforts

of his transcendent abilities. The historian, unconnected

with party, and considering merely the will and power of

individuals or bodies to promote the public good, must la

ment what truth compels him to record, that a person

age equalled by so few in extent of capacity and force of

character, in fitness for benefitting the nation, during a

(political life cl" thirty-five years, should have been enjoy
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ed as a minister by his country only oncefor three months

and a half, and again for seven months and three quarters.

The situation of the empire required the united efforts of

the greatest political abilities, but Britain was not destined

to possess the executorial exertions or both her most con

summate statesmen.

By the dismissal of ministers the country found itself jMfe Wil-

in a new situation, about to be governed by an admini- prime

stration, which a very powerful majority in the house of PJ'"^.^.

commons thwarted. The new prime minister was a young rity of the

man in the twenty-fifth year of his age, supported by no commons ;

family influence, or political confederacy ; having no adven. ^^"f re

titious props ; resting solely on his own ability ; aided by flee, his

those whose admiration and confidence his intellectual and fa'je^u'anil

moral character had secured ; without any means of extend- ^^^er

ing his influence or increasing the number of his friends, suiventi-

but those to be found in his own head and heart. If tal- uous *"*

ents, integrity and conduct, could not create a general con

fidence and support, which might overbear a particular

combination, he must fall. The splendid fame of the

father, it is true, had spread an early lustre round the son ;

but hereditary glory would have little availed against such

a host, without similar virtues. Able individuals sup

ported him, but against so compact and strong a phalanx,

little would have been their weight, unless invigorated,

directed, and led by extraordinary talents. The majority

in the house of commons was very great, and there was

little prospect of its being materially reduced. It was

obvious that no ministry could be of long duration, with

out the support of a house of commons : it was readily

perceived, that either ministry or parliament must be dis

solved. The consequences of a dissolution depended

simply upon the prevailing sentiment throughout the nation.

Mr. Burke has remarked that the house of commons ought

to be an express image ef the opinions and feelings of the

people. If in the present case such a sympathy existed

between representatives and constituents, dissolution could

answer no purpose, as a majority friendly to the coalition

must be returned ; but Mr. Fox's party appeared not to

entertain sanguine hopes from such an appeal.
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CHAP, Having endeavoured to the best of my judgment to

Vj^^w, exhibit the conduct of Mr. Fox and his supporters as it

1783 really was, it is necessary, or order to show the connexion.

Unpopuia- of events, to exhibit the impression which it had made on

rity of Mr. . .. .. i ' i. • •
Fox and the majority ot the people ; as that impression, much more

than the real merits of their policy, produced their perma

nent exclusion from the councils of their sovereign. A

comprehensive biographer, who should view the whole

conduct and character of Fox, estimate excellence and

defect, and strike an impartial balance, after allowing

grounds of censure, must unquestionably perceive that there

remained an immense surplus of subject for transcendent

admiration. But perhaps there never was an eminent man

whose actions and character, viewed in partial and detach

ed lights, could lead an observer to grosser misconception

of the whole. Both his private and public life were of a

mixed nature. The most sublime genius, the most sim

plifying and profound wisdom, did not preclude the indul

gence of propensities, and the recurrence of acts, diame

trically opposite to reason and sound judgment. Ardent

benevolence and patriotism did not prevent the encourage

ment, by both precept and example, of practices and habits

injurious to the individual, and, according to the extent

of their influence, prejudicial to the public welfare. Just

and honourable himself, his amusements and relaxations

promoted vices tending to render their votaries unjust and

dishonourable. In every part of his conduct, Mr. Fox

was extremely open ; if there was ground of blame, it

must be known, as no endeavours were used for conceal

ment. His supereminent excellencies could be apprehend

ed but very vaguely and indistinctly, unless by compara

tively few ; but his faults were obvious to the most vul

gar examiners. As the multitude of all ranks and denom

inations were incompetent to form a judgment of such a

man themselves, they took up their opinions upon the

report and authority of others ; these were favourable - or

unfavourable according to the sentiments and wijhes of

their authors. • Where his enemies were the teachers of

the opinions, in partial views of his conduct, they found

plausible grounds of censure and obloquy. Besides the

foibles of his private life, his public conduct afforded ample
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1783.

materials to advocates, who chose to assail his reputation. CHAP,

From the time that the American war, by the losses which

it produced, and the burdens which it imposed, brought

home to the experience and feelings of the people, became

unpopular, the most ardent and powerful promoter of

peace was regarded as the patriot who was to extricate his

country from impending ruin. His popularity became

still higher, as he procured a vote for the discontinuance

of the war, and expelled the obnoxious ministers from the

councils of the king. Under the government of the whigs,

the people expected the empire to recover its ancient splen

dor, and themselves their former comforts and prosperity.

The reforming and improving acts of the Rockingham ad

ministration confirmed this opinion. When, on the appoint

ment of lord Shelburne, Mr. Fox withdrew his abilities

from the councils of his country, many began to be stag

gered in their conviction of his patriotism : but when the

coalition took place, the gross and undistinguishing multi

tude was satisfied, that a junction between two parties and

two men formerly so hostile, must be bad and mischievous

in itself. Its able opponents saw, that the mere junction

was neither good nor ill, but that the justness of censure

must depend on the objects and subsequent conduct of the

confederacy ; yet aware, that this reasoning was too refined

for the comprehension of the multitude, with great skill,

dexterity, and effect, they reechoed, " the monstrous incon-

" sistency of the coalition and when its members came

into administration, impressed great numbers of the people

with a belief, that a ministry so formed must be unprinci

pled and worthless, however able and powerful. The

receipt tax drawing hourly on their pockets, though in so

petty sums, teased and fretted their minds already sore.

The East India bill, in its objectionable parts, the infringe

ment of charters, and the forcible interference in the admin

istration of a mercantile company's affairs, was perfectly

intelligible to the most common apprehensions ; shocked

the idjfas of a trading people, and suggested probable cases,

which by obvious analogies could be brought home to their

own feelings; whereas the benefit that might accrue to

British India and its native inhabitants, much less attract

ed their attention, affected their imaginations, or interest-

Vol. II. S s s
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CHAP, ed their passions. A plain farmer, manufacturer, or

^J^l^, tradesman, could easily conceive the hardship of having

17S3 his affairs subjected to trustees not chosen by himself, when

he knew or believed himself to be solvent, and competent

to the administration of his own concerns; while the bene

fit that might accrue to the inhabitants of Hindostan were

not likely to make a very deep impression on his mind.

In Mr. Fox's East India bill, the real or probable evils,

like the defects of his general character, were manifest to a

common understanding ; but its real or probable benefits,

like the excellencies of his general character, required com

prehensive views, penetrating sagacity, and great abilities,

to estimate and appreciate. Mr. Fox himself, and his

supporters, ardent in pursuing their great scheme, though

they anticipated, and, at least, with uncommon ingenuity

controverted in parliament,i1 the principal objections that

were urged ; yet they did not sufficiently regard the impres

sion made out of parliament by these objections, until it

was too late. Mr. Fox in this as in many other measures,

attending to what was great and momentous, overlook

ed various particulars which, though apparently little,

were really important. His enlightened mind valuing

the literature for which he himself and many of his sup

porters and coadjutors were so eminently distinguished,

and aware of the importance of the press as a political

engine, had secured the ablest contributors to periodical

publications."

Classes But these efforts of genius were not directed to thehostile to objects wherein assistance was chiefly wanted : they were

addressed to scholars, statesmen, and philosophers, instead

of the great mass of the people, among whom an alarm

against the coalition was spreading itself so widely. The

opposite party, with more dexterous skill, disseminated

writings which simplified arguments or allegations to the

comprehension of the multitude, and impressed their feel

ings. In running the race of popularity, the anti-coali

tionists, by skilful direction to the goal, surpassed the

forcible and energetic movements of the coalitionists

deviating from the course. Many of the independent

(1 See Burke's speech on chartered rights. e See the magazines and

■ewsuapecs of the titue, and also the Political Herald.



ItEIGN OF GEORGE IH.
499

land holdersf, merchants, and manufacturers, partook of the CHAP,

alarm, and tended to increase it through the nation ; that

great and opulent body, the dissenters, were, with few 17g3>

exceptions, inimical to the coalition, and this their princi

pal scheme. All those who were privately or domesti

cally dependent on the king, attached to his person, and

desirous of gratifying his wishes ; all who by habit, pre

dilection, or office, were more connected with the splendor

of the court than the politics of the cabinet, were inimical

to a party which they conceived or knew to be disagree

able to the sovereign. But the principal source of popu

larity to the anti-coalition party, was the character of its

juvenile leader, who was conceived equal to Mr. Fox him

self in talents ; known to be so much superior in moral

habits ; free from the imputation of vice or political incon

sistency ; and presumed, from his character and conduct,

more likely to apply with undeviating constancy to public

business, and with more steady patriotism to seek the

national good, than a personage whose extraordinary abil

ities might be interrupted or perverted by his foibles and

propensities, the connexions and associates which theae

generated. The character and habits of Mr. Pitt were

much more favourable to the promotion of confidence

among the moneyed men than those of his opponent, and in

his late defence of chartered rights he was regarded as

the champion of mercantile corporations, which enhanced

his popularity among individual capitalists. There was a

class of men distinguished by the title of the king's friends,

emanating, according to the whig hypothesis, from the secret

influence junto, which during so great a part of the reign

had been conceived to exist, and to direct public and more

ostensible politicians. To these the Rockingham party,

which they considered as a hostile phalanx, was much

more disagreeable than the band which after the death of

Chatham, was headed by earls Temple and Shelburne.

Mr. Pitt, as a member of the Temple party, was much

more agreeable to these courtiers than Mr. Fox, member

of the whig party. He had not joined the whig admini-

f A treatise by sir William Puiteney, very vigorously written, was power

fully efficacious in impressing on the public a detestation of the plan, and a tlretf*

ef its author.
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CHAP, stration of 1782, and in 1783 had spoken and voted with

^1^-^ those that were understood to occupy the greatest share of

ir83. royal favour. Pleasing and engaging as Mr. Fox's man

ners are, yet his character is too open, and perhaps too

unguarded, for the reserve and caution indispensable at

courts, where a Mrs. Masham may overturn a Marlbo

rough. Mr. Pitt resembling Fox in the highest talents

for the great politics of the cabinet, somewhat surpassed

him in the secondary politics of the court. Though too

independent and dignified for the habitual suppleness of a

mere instrument of splendor, yet prudent as well as able,

he had the address and concealment of a skilful courtier.

To this statement of comparative personal virtues, a

retrospect of their fathers, allowing the. just merit to the

one, but attributing unproved demerit to the other, produ

ced, with the multitude, a great additional influence in favour

of Mr. Pitt.8 From all these causes, the tide of popularity.

ran so high in favour of the new ministers, as to render an

appeal to the nation desirable to them and hurtful to their

adversaries. But such a measure was not immediately prac

ticable with safety to the country ; supplies were urgently.

wanted for the public service, and could not be deferred till

the meeting of a new parliament. The majority in opposition

could refuse the supplies, in order to retard dissolution.

The land tax bill was then pending ; the 20th of Decem

ber, the day after the change of ministry, had been appoint

ed for the third reading; the majority, however, agreed

to put off its consideration. On the 22d, the house sat as

a committee on the state of the nation : a resolution was

moved by Mr. Erskine for an address to his majesty, to

state the alarming reports of a speedy dissolution ; men

tioning the territorial and commercial affairs of the India

company as requiring their immediate attention ; and pray

ing his majesty to suffer them to proceed on the important

business recommended to them in his speech from the

throne ; to hearken to the voice of his faithful commons,

and not to the secret advices of persons who might have

g The two pair ofportraits, by Mr. Horne Tooke with the greatest pun-

fency and force converge this kind of argument ; but in point of justness, resem-

le tlie labours of an arbitrator, who debiting one side without allowing any

credit, and crediting the other without charging any debit, should publish the

result as an award exhibiting a fair balance of accounts.
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of their own, separate from the true ad-

ing and his people. His majesty's answer,

delivered on the 24th of December, admitted the urgency

of the subject stated in their address, and pledged the royal

promise, not to interrupt the house, either by prorogation or

dissolution. The majority was not satisfied with this answer

of the king, which appeared to them to afford no certain

prospect that his majesty would long abstain from exerting

the prerogative vested in him by the constitution. They •therefore proceeded with precautions against this event :

by an act of parliament, the lords of the treasury were*

empowered to permit, at discretion, the directors to accept

bills from India : the house of commons passed a resolu

tion to prohibit the lords of the treasury from accepting

any more bills from India, till the company should prove

to that house that they had sufficient means for their pay

ments, after having discharged their current demands, and

the debt due to the public. The amount of this prohibi

tion was, that the house of commons assumed to itself the

power of suspending an act of parliament. On the 26th,

the house adjourned to the 12th of January : during the ir84.

recess, each party was employed in strengthening itself,

and in forming its political measures. When parliament

was assembled, Mr. Fox moved, that the committee on

the state of the nation should be resumed. After several

subordinate motions, a resolution was proposed, that, in

the present situation of his majesty's dominions, it was

peculiarly necessary there should be an administration

which had the confidence of that house and the public.

In this motion his majesty's name had been omitted. Mr.

Dundas, in order to point out the real spirit of the reso-

as well as the actual state of the case ; and, that

: confidence of one branch, but the whole legisla

ture was requisite to ministers ; proposed an amendment,

substituting, instead of the words confidence of this house

and the public, " confidence of the crown, the parliament,

" and the people :" the amendment was rejected, and the

original resolution was passed. Another proposition was

immediately adopted, to the following purport : " that the

" late changes in his majesty's councils had been preceded

" by dangerous and universal reports, that the sacred name
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CHAP. " of the king had been unconstitutionally used to effect

XXXI •
^^s^j " the deliberations of parliament ; and that the appoint-

1784. " ments made were accompanied by circumstances new

" and extraordinary, and such as did not engage the con-

" fidence of that house." This resolution manifestly refer

red to the report concerning earl Temple : it occasioned a

very warm debate, which contained much personal invec

tive, and repeated all the arguments for and against both

parties : the resolution was carried in the affirmative.

Mr. Pitt's On the 14th of January, Mr. Pitt, notwithstanding

East India tije majority in favour of opposition, introduced a bill for

the better government and management of the affairs of

the East India company. His scheme proposed the appoint

ment of commissioners by his majesty, from the members

of his privy council, who should be authorized and empow

ered from time to time to check, superintend, and control,

all acts, operations, and concerns, which related to the

civil or military government, or revenues, of the territorial

possessions. Two members of the said board should be

the chancellor of the exchequer and the secretary for the

home department ; the board should have access to all

the papers of the company ; and the court of directors

should deliver to the board copies of all the proceedings

of both courts of directors and proprietors ; copies of all

despatches received from the company's servants in India,

and the instructions sent and proposed to be sent to India,

relating to the civil or military government, or revenues

of the British territorial possessions. The court of direc

tors should pay due obedience to the orders of the board,

respecting civil and military government and revenue ; the

board, in a limited time, were to return the copies which

were received, with their approbation, or disapprobation,

of the proceedings communicated ; or proposing amend

ments if they found them unsatisfactory. The board was

fully to state their reasons, and also their farther instruc

tions, to be sent to India without delay. Should the

directors conceive any of the orders of the board to be

extra-official, in not relating to the civil, military, and

financial government of India, to which the bill was limit

ed, they should apply, by petition, to his majesty in coun

cil, concerning such injunctions ; and the decision of the
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council thereon should be final and conclusive. The nomi- CHAP,

nation of the commander in chief should be vested in his XXXI-

majesty, and that officer should always be second in coun- 17Si

cil. The king should also have the power of removing any

governor general, president, and members of the councils

of any British settlements in India ; all vacancies in their

offices should be supplied, subject to his majesty's disap

probation, that might be repeated until one was chosen

whom he should approve. No order or resolution of any

general court of proprietors should have power to revoke

or rescind, or affect any proceeding of the court of direc

tors, after his majesty's pleasure should have been signifi

ed upon the same. Such are the outlines of Mr. Pitt's

scheme for the government of India. A great and lead

ing difference between this project and the plan recently

rejected by the lords is, that the former left the charter

untouched, and the commercial concerns of this corpora

tion of merchants under the sole management of the

proprietors themselves and the directors of their choice.

The company itself was so thoroughly convinced of their

charter not being wantonly infringed, that they approved,*1

as proprietors and directors, both of its principle and regu

lations. By the former bill, the entire transfer of the

company's affairs to commissioners nominated in parlia

ment, and the permanent duration of their authority for a

term of four years, had occasioned great alarm, as crea

ting a new power dangerous to the constitution. The

object of the present bill was merely control. In sup

porting his own proposition, Mr. Pitt expressed his high

admiration of that part of Mr. Fox's scheme which re

spected the zemindars, but he disapproved general indis

criminate confiscation. He proposed, therefore, that an

inquiry should be instituted for the purpose of restoring

such as had been irregularly and unjustly deprived, and

that they should be secured against violence in future.

These last provisions were not included in the bill which

he had prepared for the consideration of the house, but they

formed a part of his general ide&s f or the reformation of

India. Mr. Fox argued against this bill, as inadequate

h See proceedings of (he courts of directors and proprietors, in January

1784.
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CHAP, to the correction of the enormous abuses which pervaded

the administration of British Indostan. The bill, by con-

1784j tinuing the powers of the court of directors, and render

ing them dependent for their existence upon the proprie

tors, had no tendency to eradicate any mischief, or to

obtain any valuable improvement ; the connexion between

both and their servants abroad, that had been the source

of so many evils, would still continue. The governor

general was to have the same powers of internal regulation

as before, and which had produced so great and manifold

abuses. But this bill provided the remedy of recal : and

of what value was this remedy ? Did not all the officers of

state, whether political or military, depend upon the gov

ernor general ? Would they not regard him therefore as

one in whose official existence they were peculiarly inter

ested ? Would they not, if he should choose to be refrac

tory, strengthen his principles' of disobedience? The

governor general must be more than man to withstand so

potent a temptation, surrounded and fortified by a variety

of individuals in every department of life, who owed their

existence to him ; it was not the orders of a body of men,

however respectable, that were in a great measure uncon

nected with the country wherein he resided, that could

control his conduct. Mr. Pitt's scheme would throw a

great mass of patronage into the hands of the crown. It

tended (Mr. Fox said) not to remedy any of the evils

which had subsisted for so long a time, or to put a period

to those barbarities which had stigmatised and rendered

infamous the character of Britain in the annals of India.

If adopted, the company might, as in former instances,

replenish their letters with moral precepts, but our eastern

possessions Would be irrecoverably lost to this country.

To these objections it was replied, that Mr. Pitt's bill

had all the efficiency necessary to correct abuses, prevent

their recurrence, and improve our interest in India, with

out infringing the rights of private property, or creating

.a new power in the empire inconsistent with the establish

ed constitution. Acknowledging the defects of the present

government of India, it was intended to lodge a principal

share of the executive power where it ought to be vested.

It showed the utmost tenderness to the privileges of the
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company, and would produce, that happy and desirable CHAP.

mixed government, which every friend to the immunities

of a great commercial association, and every supporter of l7si

our free constitution, would cheerfully welcome. Though

it attributed new powers to the monarchical branch of our

polity, yet were they so circumscribed, that they could

not, in the hands of the most abandoned prince, be con

verted into instruments of mischief and oppression; these

arguments did not avail, and Mr. Pitt's bill was rejected by

a majority of two hundred and twenty-two to two hun^ is rejected,

dred and fourteen. '

Meanwhile addresses were pouring in from all Addresses

quarters to the sovereign, to testify the highest satis- 3tionhe

~ faction at the dismission of the coalition ministry, and Party.

the appointment of the administration headed bv Mr.

Pitt. The coalition party, the more they heard the

voice of the public, the more they laboured to retard

an event which would be an appeal to the opinion and

sentiments of their constituents. While Mr. Pitt's India

bill was pending, Mr. Fox proposed to defer the second

reading of the mutiny bill until the 23d of February, and

thus procure a respite for a month ; and the motion was

adopted. It was immediately followed by another, which

asserted, that the continuance of the present ministers in

trusts of the highest importance and responsibility, was

contrary to the principles of the constitution, and inju

rious, to the interests of the king and his people. In Question

support of this motion, the coalition leaders did not Soi»to't£e

attempt to establish delinquency : the arguments pro- crown by

ceeded from an assumed principle, that a minister ought monsln"

not to continue in office -without the support of the house l*le choice

• • minis*.

of commons: this was the basis of their reasoning, and ter.

unless it was firmly founded, all the superstructure must

fall to the ground. If the position was true, its truth

was to be ascertained either by positive law, or by gen

eral and admitted practice. By the constitution, the king-

has the power, as chief executive magistrate, of choosing

his own officers (unless under specific disqualifications,

not imputed in the case in question) for performing the

several branches of the executive duties. The house of

commons has a right to impeach, on the ground of mal-

Vol. IT. T t t
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CHAP, versation in office, any of the ministers ; but not to pre-

y^—^ scribe to the king in his choice of a minister. As the

i784- majority of the commons did not attempt to prove that

they possessed a constitutional right of dictation to the

crown respecting the choice of its officers, the weight of

their arguments rested entirely on the authority of the

superior numbers of commoners.

Thekintf, It may be proper to estimate the exact amount of

thep'ubl'ic tnls authority, in order to ascertain how far it was right

are favour- or wrong, Wise or unwise in government, to admit or

Pitt. - reject it as a rule of conduct, when unsupported by law

and precedent. Of the commons, two hundred and five

against a hundred and eighty-four, voted that the minister

ought not to continue in office. because he was not trusted

bv the house of commons. The house of lords, on the

4th of February, took this business into consideration ;

and the earl of Effingham moved two resolutions.; the

first referring to the proposition of the house . of com

mons, prescribing the restriction of the lords of the

treasury from consenting to the acceptance of bills from

India; secondly, to the vote of January the 16th, against

the continuance of the present ministers in office. His'

lordship proposed, that the house should resolve, first,

that an attempt in any ojie branch of the legislature to

suspend the execution of law, by separately assuming to

itself the direction of a discretionary power, was uncon

stitutional : secondly, that by the known principles of

this constitution, the undoubted authority of appointing

to the great offices of executive government was solely

vested in the king; and that that house had every rea

son to place the firmest reliance in his majesty's wisdom

in the exercise of this prerogative. The lords in oppo

sition endeavoured to justify the interference of the house

of commons, on the ground of expediency, founded on

particular circumstances of the case which the act of

parliament could not' foresee. It was, they said, intend

ed to prevent the India company from contracting engage

ments for two millions sterling, to the prejudice of the

public, their principal creditors. Lord Thurlow insisted

that this was a peremptory order, which the house of

commons had no right to issue in contravention of the
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law of the land. If he had been a lord of the treasury cHAP.

he would not have obeyed the resolution of the house of

commons ; and would have refused compliance on this 1784

plain principle, that nothing short of an act of parlia

ment, formallv passed by the three states of the realm,

had the power of suspending any part of the statute or the

common law of England. The chief subject of contro

versy was the second resolution. The supporters of Mr.

Fox deprecated the dissension which the proposed inter

ference must excite between the peers and commons ; jus

tified the commons on the ground of general expediency ;

and insisted that the house of commons, by the spirit

of the constitution, had a right to control the choice of a

minister. The ministerial lords, especially the chancellor,

denied the existence of any such right, and challenged its

assertors to establish it by proof. In this attempt their

arguments not being satisfactory, a majority of a hundred

to fifty-three of the peers voted for lord Effingham's reso

lutions and consequent address. The majority of the.

peers consisted of almost two to one in favour of the

kingly prerogative of choosing his own servants. The

majority of the commons, for rendering the exercise of

that executive power dependent on the arbitrary will of

one branch of the legislature, was only about ten to nine. •The nation in general manifested its wishes in favour of

the minister chosen by the crown. Thus, if the autho

rity of opinion was to determine whether the present

minister should or should not continue in office, (and

the house of commons adduced no other argument),

there was on the one hand the opinion of a small majority

of the house of commons, on the other the opinion of a

great majority of the house of peers, and evidently of by

far the larger portion of the nation, and the choice of the

king. While, however, there was a majority of the house

of commons, that majority, be it ever so small, was the

house, and no minister could retain his situation thwarted

by the house. The king, ministry, and public, saw that

the present majority in the house of commons did not

represent the opinion, sentiments, and wishes of their

constituents. It was resolved not to succumb to dicta

torial mandates that could not be enforced : Mr. Pitt,
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1784.

CHAP, on the 18th of February, informed the house that the

king had not, in compliance with the resolution of the

commons, dismissed his ministers, and that the minis

ters had not resigned. Mr. Fox, persisting in his assum

ed principle, contended that by retaining the ministers after

the disapprobation of the house had been signified, the

crown had degraded the representatives of the people to

" the lowest insignificance. Mr. Pitt insisted that there

was no attempt to degrade the house of commons, or to

infringe any of its rights ; but merely an endeavour to

prevent it from usurping the right of another branch of

the legislature. It was apprehended that opposition,

finding no other hopes of success, would refuse the sup*plies : but Mr. Fox, bold and adventurous as he was,

appears to have been averse to a measure which would

throw the country into such disorder.

Attemptof While the opposite parties were engaged in conten

ded gen- tions so detrimental to public business, impartial men desi*

tlemen to d coalition which should comprehend ihe chief talents
ettect an _ r _

accommo- of both sides, and produce a sacrifice of private compe-

tween the tition to the public welfare : retain the abilities of Mr. Pitt

ministerial an(j jord Thurlow in the councils of their countrv, and join
and oppo- t • J

sition par- with them the abilities of Mr. Fox and lord Loughbo-

^e8- rough ; and disregarding either court predilections or whig

confederacies, should choose for the various offices men

most qualified and disposed for discharging their respec-

Meeting tjve duties. With this view, a considerable number of

purpose, independent gentlemen met at the St. Albans tavern on

the 26th of January, and drew up an address recommend

ing an union of parties. This being signed by fifty-

three members of the house of commons, was presented by

a committee to the duke of Portland and to Mr. Pitt.

The duke of Portland answered he should be happy in

obeying the commands of so respectable a meeting, but

that the greatest difficulty to him was Mr. Pitt's cor.tinu-

Correspon- ance in office. Mr. Pitt expressed his readiness to pay

dence with . i r .. i_i
the dnke of attention to the commands ot so respectable a meeting,

andMr*1 ani* cooperate w1tn then* wishes to form a stronger and

t-fit, more extended administration, if the same could be done

consistently with principle and honour. In the farther

progress of the discussion, the duke of Portland proposed
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as a preliminary step, that Mr. Pitt should resign in com- CHAP,

pliance \v ith the resolution of the house of commons. Mr. XXXI-

Pitt declared that it was inconsistent with his principles 1784

and sentiments to resign his ministerial capacity in the

present circumstances. The duke of Portland proposed

the same preliminary repeatedly in different forms ; but

Mr. Pitt still declared it inadmissible, and the duke of

Portland insisted on it as an indispensable step ; the nego

tiation, therefore, was suspended. Mr. Fox and Mr.

Pitt expressed their sentiments to the house : both appear

ed impressed with a sense of the benefits that might accrue

from an united administration, but neither would relin

quish their respective principles. Mr. Fox insisted, that

it was unconstitutional in Mr. Pitt to hold his place after

such a vote of the house of commons ; that therefore he

must resign. Mr. Pitt insisted, that it was not uncon

stitutional, and would not consent to resign : resignation

would be the virtual admission of a control in the house

of commons, which he denied them to possess. The

reciprocal communications between the duke of Portland

and Mr. Pitt had been hitherto carried on through the

committee at the St. Albans tavern. Still anxiously

earnest to compass the desired union, these patriotic mem

bers proposed that his grace and the minister should have

a conference ; and that his majesty should send a message

to the duke desiring that he and Mr. Pitt should have an

interview for the sake of forming a new administration.

A message was accordingly sent to the duke of Portland,

intimating his majesty's earnest desire that his grace

should have a personal conference with Mr. Pitt for

the purpose of forming a new administration on a wide

basis, and on fair and equal terms. Before his grace

would agree to the proposed meeting, he required an

explanation of the term equal. Mr. Pitt replied that a

personal conference would best explain specific objects ;

but the duke of Portland not being satisfied with this

answer, refused to confer, and his refusal put an end to Thedesign

negotiation. §ZL.

The address for the removal of ministry was present

ed to the king on the 25th of February. His majesty in

reply declared it to be the object nearest his heart, that the
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CHAP, public affairs should be conducted by a firm, efficient, uni-

ted and extended administration, entitled to the confidence

1784. of his people, and such as might have a tendency to put

an end to the unhappy divisions and distractions of this

country. He had employed very recent endeavours to

unite in the public service, on a fair and equal footing

those whose joint efforts he thought the most fitted for

producing so happy an effect : his endeavours had failed :

he should be happy to embrace every measure most con

ducive to such an object, but could not perceive it would

be forwarded by the dismission of his present ministers.

His majesty observed, that no charge or complaint was

suggested by the house against those officers of the crown,

whose removal they solicited ; that no specific objection

was made to any one or more of his servants ; that great

numbers of his subjects had expressed their warmest

satisfaqtion with the late changes made in his councils : in

these circumstances, he trusted, his faithful commons would

not wish the essential offices of the executive government

to be vacated, until there was a prospect that the desired

plan of union could be carried into effect. The commons

repeated their address in a more detailed form, and with

still more urgent solicitation for the removal of ministers.

His majesty's reply contained opinions and sentiments of

the same important tendency as his former ; and in the

same temperate, firm, and dignified spirit, repeated the

cogent and unanswerable argument; " You require, the

" removal of my ministers, without alleging any charge of

" delinquency." Finding every attempt unavailing to

induce the sovereign to sacrifice his choice of servants

highly approved of by his people, to the mere will of the

coalition party, unsupported by any constitutional reason-

• ing, Mr. Fox proposed what he termed a representation,

but really was a remonstrance to the sovereign ; stating

the privileges and power of the house, and the ancient prac

tice of withholding supplies until grievances were redress

ed ; and explaining the evils that would accrue to the

country, if they exercised this right ; that necessity only

could justify its exertion ; that such a necessity, arising

from his majesty's advisers, did exist ; and that the mea

sures originating with these advisers, were altogether con
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trary to the principles and maxims by which the illustrious CHAP,

house of Hanover had reigned over this free country, in ^^^^

such harmony with the people, such prosperity and glory : ' l7i±

for whatever consequences might result from the necessity

imposed on the house of commons to assert its own rights,

the advisers of the crown were responsible. The commi-

nation intimated, in this statement being carried only by a

majority of one, opposition did not think it advisable to

contend for the refusal of the supplies. Their superiority

had been gradually decreasing, and they saw that if they

attempted so strong a measure, they would be outvoted,

and that the house of commons would at last concur with

the- majority of the nation. They became more and more

sensible of their great and increasing unpopularity ; and

from this time, on the 9th of March, they appeared to

have considered themselves as conquered. The opposi

tion leaders had proposed, as a preventive of a dissolu

tion, to move a short mutiny bill; but this design they now

relinquished, and suffered the act to pass for ( the usual

term ; and all parties prepared for a speedy dissolution of

parliament.

Thus terminated a contest between a powerful con- Display o[,

federacy in the house of commons, and the executive gov- talents and

ernment. supported by the confidence which the nation ?hl«-acter
' ' J ... in resisting

reposed in the talents and character of the principal min- suchacon-

ister. The coalition party defended the ground which it gen1uTan°ii

had assumed, and attacked administration with a force, power,

impetuosity, concert, and perseverance, which must have

overborne any minister, who did not unite abilities to see

the means of defending a constitutional tenure, skill to

apply them, and firmness to persist in maintaining what he

conceived to be right against any combination of adversa

ries. A minister less powerful in reasoning, would have Public cs-

yielded to allegations so confidently urged, to sophistry so tbTcon-

plausibly supported, or even to the very authority of such {^™|

illustrious names. A minister, however endowed with

intellectual superiority, unless also resolutely firm, would

have rather conceded what he knew to be right, than

maintained a contest with so numerous, forcible, and well

disciplined a host, though he knew them to be wrong. «Without a third advantage, a high degree of estimation
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XXXI. the 0f ]yjr# pox there were consummate ability, intre-

^^v..^"' pid boldness, fortified by a special confederacy. On the

i7Si' side of Mr. Pitt, there was consummate ability and firm

ness, and unquestioned character, which was fortified by

no special combination, but increased, extended, and

enlarged that general connexion which wisdom, virtue, and

appropriate fame rarely fail to attach to a senator or states

man among an informed, distinguishing, and free people.

Mr. Fox, though transcendent in genius, sought power by

means which, during the two preceding reigns, had exalted

several ministers of no genius. Mr. Pitt secured pub

lic confidence, and acquired power, by personal quali

ties. But every impartial wellwisher to his country,

while he rejoices that Britain acquired the executorial ser

vices of a Pitt, must no less regret that she lost the

executorial services of a Fox. : .' - '.

t . While the chief attention of parliament had beenoccupied by these momentous subjects, several matters of

subordinate importance were transacted. The receipt tax,

meritorious as a financial measure, and productive with

out being burdensome, was, notwithstanding, very unpo

pular ; and amotion was made for its repeal. Several

substitutes were proposed ; and among the rest, sir Cecil

Wray moved a tax on maid servants, which produced

laughable strictures rather than any serious consideration.

The receipt tax was continued, and new penalties were

annexed to enforce the imposts. A committee was

appointed for inquiring into illicit practices to defraud the

revenue ; and Christopher Atkinson, esq. having been

convicted of perjury was expelled the hduse of commons.

The king Previous to the dissolution of parliament, his majesty

r "'3ten judged it expedient, in the particular circumstances of the

ti™ of case, to announce his intention of recurring to the sense

senseot'his of tne people, and the reasons in which that intention was

people. founded. His speech, as compressing the sentiments,

opinions, objects, and motives of our sovereign, respecting

the momentous subjects of the narrative just finished, is

highly deserving of full citation: it was to the following

effect : " My lords and gentlemen, on a full consideration

" of the present situation of affairs, and of the estraor
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" dtnary circumstances which have produced it, I am indii- CHAP,

" ced to put an end to this session of parliament. I feel XXXI-

" it a duty which I owe to the constitution and to the ,-84

" country, in such a situation, to recur as speedily as pos-

" siple to the sense of my people, by calling a new parlia-

" ment. I trust that this means will tend to obviate the

" mischiefs arising from the unhappy divisions and dis-

" tractions which have lately subsisted ; and that the vari-

" pus important objects which will require consideration,

" may be afterwards proceeded upon with less interrup-

" tion, and with.happier effect. I can have no other object,

" hfti to preserve the true principles of our free and hap-

" py constitution, and to employ the powers intrusted to

";rne;by law for the only end for which they were given, .

"-/So the go<?d of my people." On the 24th of March, Dissolution

parliament was prorogued, and the next evening it was

4Usc4v%4 by proclamation. ,,j •• , .... ..,

, , ;^pps,!lepded, in its fourth year, a parliament, than and cha-

w.hjfihrfev nassemblies either witnessed more changes in this parlla-

t^ff eX^fiufi-ve administr;itiontpr exhibited a greater change ment-

o{ jpplUical character. The members had been elected at

a;(Se,aBOjn, whenvthe repent, disturbances of 1T80 repressed

the;.spirit, ;of opposition to government, fr0m the appre

hension, that if suffered to prevail, it might generate a

discontent, eventually productive of similar outrages ; and

at a time when the sanguine hopes from unusual success

obliterated former miscarriages. Disappointed expecta-tion soon revived dissatisfaction, and the parliament which

had been most devoted to lord North, became eager and

active to drive him from his ministerial situation. The

administration of lord North had been followed by the

appointment of a set of men, from whom many of their

countrymen expected the nation would derive singular

benefit ; but these hopes were overturned almost as soon

as they were raised : the untimely death of lord Rock

ingham, and the unhappy misunderstandings that succeed

ed, speedily demolished the fabric. The administration

of lord Shelburne passed almost entirely during the recess

of parliament. It fell unfortunately to his lot to nego

tiate the terms of the general pence, which was signed at

Versailles on the 20th of January 1783. Upon the assem-
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