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PREFACE.

TO enlarge on the magnitude of the subject

on which I have adventured to write, would be unne

cessary, and might be unwise. Every reader must

know, that the era is eventful and interesting : an ex-

patiation, therefore, on the greatness and importance of

the theme, would only manifest the imprudence of the

choice, should the execution prove inadequate. I am

fully aware, that many votaries of historical literature

deem it more difficult to write a history of present

times, than of remote transactions : experience, how

ever, does not confirm the opinion, as some of the most

authentic and impartial works have recorded events

which passed during the lives of the authors. Citation

of instances would be superfluous, both to classical and

modern readers. The writer who is competent to the

task of composing a history, may execute the work on

a cotempornry subject, as easily as on any other. The

peculiar difficulty belonging to a performance of this

kind, is to avoid prejudice and partiality ; yet it is no

more impracticable for an historian to deliver the truth

respecting living characters, than for a witness to deliver

faithful testimony according to the best of his know

ledge. An ardent partisan of any of the great political

leaders, might find it impossible to render impartial jus-

ticc in ?, narrative which includes their conduct ; but a
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PREFACE.

writer that is totally unconnected with the parties, has

no motive to distort truth for the sake of either the one

or the other. I conceive, therefore, that no valid ob

jection can lie against the choice of the theme, except

such as may refer to the competence of the author.

On this subject it would ill become me to speak ; in a

few words, however, I shall mention the reasons which

determined me to engage in the presait undertaking,

hoping they may serve as an apology to those who may

think that I have made an essay beyond my strength.

Having devoted the chief part of my literary attention

to biographical and historical studies I conceived an idea

many years ago of writing a history, choosing for my

subject the transactions and events with which I was

chiefly conversant, and by which I was most deeply in

terested and impressed. Britain, from the revolution

to the present time, appeared to me to afford a scope for

narration and reflection, equal to any that had hitherto

been treated in history ; and I cherished a hope of being

able, some time or other, to complete a narrative oi

that period.

COMMENCING literary adventure with more mode

rate pursuits, progressive encouragement emboldened

me to attempt the Life of Burke. The subject natural

ly called my attention to more recent transactions and

events than those which I had originally proposedfirst

to narrate ; and with proud pleasure I contemplated

the efforts of my country, displaying in arduous strug

gles the exhaustless abundance of British resources, and

the invincible force of the British character ; still more

strikingly manifested in the times in which I live, than

even those which had immediately or shortly preceded.

TH E reception which that work met from the public,

a'nd from all the reviewers at the time, of whatever

party or political sentiments, inspired me with hopes
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that I might be enabled to execute a work not uninter

esting or unimportant to others, on a subject the exam

ination of which was so pleasing and instructive to my

self. Other gentlemen, I was aware, had handled the

same period ; but, without discussing the literary merits

of either Messrs. Macfarlane or Belsham, I readily saw,

and knew the world believed, that both these gentlemen

were rather repeaters of party notions and reports, than

original composers of authentic and impartial history ;

the ground, therefore, did not appear to me to be pre

occupied.

FOR materials, besides examining all the periodical

and occasional narratives of the times, I carefully inves

tigated state papers, and many other written documents,

with which I had been liberally furnished by private

communication. For political, commercial, naval, and

military information, I applied to men who were most

conversant in these subjects, and fortunately never ap

plied in vain. By conversation with intelligent and ex

perienced gentlemen both in the land and sea service, I

acquired as much knowledge of their respective pro

fessions, as enabled me to comprehend the general tac

tics and discipline, their progressive improvements,

and actual state ; and thus, in every particular action,

to trace the cause and operation whence the event re

sulted. The financial history and situation of the

country, I studied in the most approved works ; and in

official documents, for access to which I am indebted

to the private friendship of a member of the legislature.

Where my subject required legal investigation, in ad

dition to reading, I had recourse to eminent counsel

lors ; and to a gentleman, who is now about to leave a

country adorned by his genius and erudition, I am pe-

uiliarly indebted for many of the ideas that will be found

in the parting view of lord Mansfield. In short, on
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every topic that required either narrative or discussion,

I have consulted the most authentic evidence, and the

best approved judges.

IN the disposition of my materials, I have adopted

the following plan. Previous to the commencement of

the History, there is an Introduction, which traces the

progressive improvements of England, in internal pros

perity and strength, as well as in estimation and impor

tance among foreign powers, from the earliest times to

the beginning of the war 1756. A preliminary chapter

contains the causes and outline of hostilities, with the

internal transactions and state of the country during the

last years of the late king ; in order that the reader, hav

ing before him at the accession of his present majesty,

the outset of national affairs, foreign and domestic, may

more easily perceive progression and result. Both in

the Introduction and History, it has been my endea

vour to place in a just and striking light the force of

the British character, formed and invigorated by the

British constitution ; and to demonstrate that Britain,

cither in peace or in war, prospers and conquers, be

cause she excels in wisdom and virtue. This is the

moral lesson which my narrative attempts to inculcate ;

;mcl if I do not succeed, the deficiency is in myself, and

not in my subject. It is possible that my narrative may

be charged with national partiality : I confess I love my

country, and hate her enemies; and if this be a crime,

I must plead guilty. I trust, however, that notwith

standing my warm affection for Britain, and my admi

ration of her stupendous efforts, I shall be found, even

in reciting the contests with her foes, to have rigidly

adhered to historical truth, and done justice to the ex

ertions of her enemies ; who, in disciplined valour,

genius, and power, far surpassed any foes that were

ever opposed to the heroes of ancient Greece or Rome.
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IT was my intention to have extended the work to

the peace of Amiens ; but the recent rupture, with the

official exposition of its causes, having shown that one

of the parties regarded it merely as a temporary truce,

the cessation of hostilities appeared to me to form a

more proper epoch, than the conclusion ofa treaty which

the conduct of our enemy has proved to have been re

garded by him as no treaty.

SUCH is the object, plan, and distribution of this

present History ; and if its execution be received with

equal favour as my former labours, it will answer

most sanguine expectations of the author.





INTRODUCTION.

Progressive Improvement of England—in Internal Pros

perity and Strength—in Estimation and Importance

dmong Foreign Powers.

ANCIENT writers agree, in supposing that the pint

first inhabitants of Britain migrated from the continent.

This opinion is founded on their language, manners, insti

tutions, religion, and complexion ; in which they closely

resembled the neighbouring Celts. Their governments,

though monarchical, were free ; they were under the gui

dance of juridical superstition ; their only records were

the songs of their bards. They were divided into a num

ber of petty states, inspired with mutual jealousy, and

respectively agitated by internal dissentions : but though

similar to the continental Gauls in civil and religious estab

lishments, and in general character, yet being farther

removed from the centre of civilization, they were still

more barbarous in their manners. Their possessions and

their wants were equally limited ; they were ignorant of

the refinements of life. Subsisting by the chase, by pas

turage, and imperfect agriculture ; clothed with the skins

of beasts which their fields and forests supplied, and dwel

ling in huts raised in their woods and marshes, they neither

sought nor knew the pleasures of foreign luxury. In this

uncultivated state, they discovered that masculine boldness

and strength of character, by which their successors have

been distinguished in all the stages of progressive im

provement. Ready and willing to contribute whatever

efforts their country might require, they spurned at com-

VOL. I. B
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pulsion. The commons retained a greater degree of

power than among their Gallic kinsmen. Like all Euro

pean barbarians warlike and ferocious, they exercised their

prowess in insular contentions, without attempting to in

terfere in the affairs of the continent. Their military

force consisted in their infantry, which wanted only disci

pline and skill to have opposed with effect even the Roman

legions. Intestine divisions facilitated the progress of

the enemy's armies under the conduct and wisdom of

Agricola. '' Chased from the verdant and fertile fields of

southern Britain, liberty sought, found, and preserved an

Effects of asylum in the bleak and barren fastnesses of Caledonia.

conquest!"i The victor, in conformity to the Roman system, having

subjugated the defenders of their country, from mildness

of disposition and soundness of policy endeavoured to ren

der the chains which he had imposed easy and agreeable.

He taught them the Roman language and manners,

instructed them in letters and science, and inspired them

with a relish for the accommodations and luxuries of

polished life. That both the new acquisition, and the

legions which defended it, might be secure from the

northern incursions of the unconquered mountaineers, he

formed a line of posts along the Scottish isthmus. De

fended by these and subsequent fortifications, protected by

the conqueror's forces, acquiescing willingly in the domin

ion of their masters, more effectually and durably sub

dued by their arts and their arms, the once bold, hardy,

and independent Britons became the timid, effeminate,

and servile subjects of the Roman empire. Detached

from the continent, this province enjoyed profound tran

quillity, long after the irruptions of northern barbarians

had pervaded the other parts of the empire. The skilful

avarice of its conquerors discovered many of the advan

tages of Britain ; the general fertility of its soil; the

richness bf its pastures ; the abundance of its flocks, secure

from wild beasts and venemous serpents; the value of its

minerals; the number and conveniences of its harbours,

• equally adapted to commerce and defence. From her

civilized subduers, Britain first learned the powers which

she possessed, and which, inspired by liberty, and enliljht
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ened by knowledge, she has since carried to so unparal

leled an extent.

THE progress of northern invaders at length compelled Romans

the emperors of now enervated Rome, to recal their Briuia.

legions from distant frontiers, that they might defend the

metropolis. Valuable as Britain "was, they were necessi

tated to evacuate that island for ever. Debilitated by long

peace, and dejected by long slavery, the southern Britons

had now to encounter ferocious foes, against whom the

strength of Roman fortifications, and the dread of Roman

discipline, had hitherto afforded them sufficient protection.

The Picts and Scots, who dwelt in the northern parts be- Piets And

yond the wall of Antoninus, made incursions upon their

peaceable and effeminate neighbours ; and beside the tem

porary depredations which they committed, these combined

nations threatened the whole province with subjection, or,

what the inhabitants more dreaded, with universal plunder

and devastation.3 Unable to defend themselves, the Bri

tons applied for assistance to their late masters. A single

legion sent to their succour, freed their country from its

desultory invaders ; and, having effected its deliverance,

again returned to the continent. The Britons were once

more exposed to the- inroads of their impetuous neigh

bours. Still too little inured to war, to recover the valour

of their ancestors, they again sought security from foreign

protectors.

STRETCHED along the coasts of northern Germany, Sriions

and opposite to Britain, were the Saxons, one of the

fiercest and most warlike tribes of their nation. Hardy

and intrepid in every kind of warfare, from their mari

time situation they were peculiarly addicted to nautical

expeditions. Originally fishermen, they had become

pirates ; they possessed arms and ships, the art of navi

gation, and the habit of naval war. Invading and des

poiling the neighbouring coasts, they had gradually ex

tended their depredations from the German ocean to the

British channel and the bay of Biscay. The Romans had

been frequently successful in repelling these piratical

efforts,b but they could not prevent them from being

a See I ruinc, vol. i. p. 10. b Gibbon, vol. "IT. p. 20.
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renewed with increased force. The dissolution of- the

Roman power encouraged the Saxons to repeat their incur

sions into southern Europe ; they were a terror to other

nations.

SUCH was the people to whom the Britons applied

for aid. Hengist and Horsa, the most celebrated war

riors of the time, easily persuaded their countrymen to

engage in an enterprise which appeared to them to pro

mise a favourable opportunity of displaying valour, and

acquiring plunder. Preparing a considerable force, they

landed in the Iste of Thanet, and immediately marched to

defend the Britons from the Picts and Scots. They were

speedily successful against the ravagers of southern Britain.

Rescued from their enemies, the Britons now expected to

enjoy tranquillity, under the protection of their warlike

allies. They soon found, however, that a state cannot

long enjoy independence and security, that trusts to any

efforts but its own. The Saxons seeing, in the facility

with which they overthrew the Picts and Scots, how

easily a people could be conquered that were unable to

resist such feeble invaders, soon formed the project of

subjugating the Britons themselves. They were allured

by the fertility, verdure, and riches of the country ; and

inflamed with the desire of exchanging for it, the barren,

bleak, and indigent regions of uncultivated Germany. Of

these advantages they informed their countrymen, and

soon received reinforcements, which enabled them easily

to subdue that part of the country which they had first

known and attempted. The ready establishment that the

Saxons acquired in Kent under Hengist and Horsa, invited

other hordes to invade different parts of the island. The

Britons by degrees recovered that valour0 which their

ancestors had exerted against the conquerors of the world :

the contest became arduous and bloody : many deeds of

heroism were performed by the defenders of their liber

ties, as well as by ambitious aggressors. The fame of

prince Arthur, though the theme of chivalrous mythologyd

and poetic fiction, is allowed by our historians to have its

c Gibbon places the courage and perseverance with which the Britons

resisted the Saxons, in a more striking light than any other historian. Sec

History, vol. vi. p. 385. to 393' 0 See Don Quixote:

I
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,

foundation in truth.* In the darkness of barbarity, as

well as in the light of civilization, Britain wanted not

leaders and soldiers to combat the assailants of her inde

pendence. The natives, however, were yearly decreasing

in numbers, while the losses of the Saxons were supplied

by recruits from the continent. After a hundred and

fifty years, the Germans fully established themselves, by

exterminating the ancient possessors. The Saxons, in

forming their heptarchy, having extirpated the Britons,

introduced into this island the manners and institutions of

their native land, and effected a revolution more complete

than that which conquest has usually produced/ The

elegance and refinement which had begun to spread

through Britain while a Roman province, were now

totally overwhelmed' by barbarity.

BUT, uncouth as their manners were, the Saxons Character

possessed vigorous understandings, undaunted courage,

supported by great bodily strength, and inspirited by an

ardent love of liberty. Their several systems of policy,

formed upon the principles of their ancestors, as conse

crated to immortality by the pen of Tacitus, uniting

kings, chiefs, and commons, were the rude but strong

foundation of thtit constitution, which their descendants,

inheriting the force of their character, now enjoy and

preserve. When they had settled themselves beyond all

question and dispute as masters of southern Britain, the

Saxons soon discontinued intercourse with their German

countrymen, and maintained little connexion with any

foreign country. Adhering to the superstition of their

forefathers, they had broken one powerful tie, by which

many of the Britons were attached to christian Europe.

Having, in the products of their new possession, supplies

for their wants, they rarely attempted to cultivate the

knowledge of other countries for the sake of commercial

benefits. From their insular situation, together with the

state of their continental neighbours, who were chiefly

occupied in disputes with adjoining principalities, or inter

nal arrangements, they had no hostile interference with

foreign countries ; neither religion, traffic, nor jarring pre-

e Hume, vol. i. p. 21 ; and Gibbon, vol. vi. p. 390; v.ith their resji'eti'e

authorities f Raberuon'i Ckades T. vol. i. p. 19T
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tensions, engaged them in amity, nor involved them inwar, with the nations of the continent.Small con- SINCE the invasion of Julius Csesar, Britain waa

wlthThe never so detached from external politics, as during the

continent, first aRes of tne Saxon heptarch}-. Religion restored the
.luring the . f» ,.,,,,-,,• • i ,, • •

heptarchy, intercourse which had formerly subsisted between Britain

Religion and the continent. The conversion of the Anglo Saxons

a^ommu-* to christianity, beside the important effects which it was

nicatiou calculated to produce upon the morals and dispositions of

with . .' , «.,.-,

southern its new votaries, proved the means or opening a political

K«rope. connexion between this island and less barbarous regions.

Coincidence of theological opinion gradually introduced

communications upon other subjects j the kingdoms of the

heptarchy began to interest themselves in the affairs of

their southern neighbours, and to conceive that a naval

force was the most effectual means of defence and security

Caxonsbe- to islanders. Though the internal contests between the

del-standi" several princes had prevented this newly discovered policy

the impor- frotn being carried into extensive execution, yet one prince

naval force (Offa of Mercia) set the example ; and, when France under

eoftuucrcr. Charlemagne had risen to a great pitch of power and opu

lence, encouraged commerce, and formed a navy, as the

certain security of this country against the conquerors of

the continent.1* Offa perceived the advantage to be deri

ved from foreign trade being carried on by his own sub

jects, and for that purpose concluded a commercial treaty

with the French monarch.

WHEN the heptarchy was consolidated under Egbert

into the kingdom of England, circumstances became more

auspicious to the commercial and political aggrandizement

of the country. This revolution favoured internal trade,

by putting a period to intestine wars, and rendering the

communication between the several parts of England more

secure and free : it was friendly to external commerce, by

making the English monarchy a greater object to for

eign merchants, and the English monarchs of greater con

sideration in foreign countries. Still the Anglo Saxons

were defective in that nautical power, which their situa

tion required, and its resources admitted.

g Henry's History of Great Britain, vol. iv. p. i&.
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DEPREDATIONS committed by a new e^emy, ^yho inva- Danes

ded the coasts, convinced the English of the necessity of

equipping a maritime force. The Saxons, who had

remained in Germany when their brethren established

themselves in Britain, continued to maintain the char

acter, and follow the pursuits of their ancestors, being

distinguished for naval power, and becoming, from its

exertion in piracy, formidable to all the southern coasts.

As they still adhered to the pagan superstition, Charle

magne undertook their conversion by means more agree

able to the violent bigotry of the benighted ages, than to

the generosity, magnanimity, and wisdom of his own

character. In the progress of his conquests having sub

dued northern Germany, by the most rigorous edicts

against paganism he endeavoured to establish christianity,

and severely punish the transgressors of his decrees, in

many instances decimating the refractory.1i Some of these

pagans complied with the imperious mandates of the con

queror ; while others, more intrepid and independent,

refused to yield to injunctions so cruelly enforced, and,

to avoid the fury of the persecution, retired into the

adjoining peninsula of Jutland. Meeting there with

inhabitants of similar manners, institutions, and reli

gious faith, they easily coalesced with the ancient posses

sors, and having assumed a common appellation, the

Saxons and J inlanders, under the name of Danes, about

the end of the eighth century, commenced a very exten

sive system of maritime invasion ; in the course of which invude

they were induced to visit England, at that time unpro- Enslan<*-

tected by an adequate naval force. In their inroads they

showed that, though barbarians, they were not destitute of

judgment or prudence. Learning that the natives were

as valiant soldiers as themselves, they trusted chiefly to

their skill and activity as sailors; and having previously

explored the state of the coasts, they landed in the most

defenceless and fertile parts ; which having pillaged before

an English force could assemble, they retired to their

ships ; and soon after descended, in a similar manner, and

with similar success, on other parts of the coasts. These

h Hume, vol. i. p. 57.
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enterprises harassed the vigorous reign of Egbert, who

had not acquired the only force by which they could have

been effectually repressed. Elated with their success, and

farther encouraged by the feebleness and inaction of the

superstitious Ethelwolf, they enlarged their schemes, and

formed the project of subduing the whole of that country,

with the devastation of whose coasts they had hitherto

been contented. During the reign of this weak prince

and his elder sons, the Danes made rapid strides to the

attainment of their object : when the genius and wisdom

of his youngest son, Alfred, not only extricated his coun

try from present danger, but established the most effec

tual means of future security and aggrandizement to the

kingdom.Alfred dis- HAVING restored his country from a state of humilia-

thT'aecuri- t*on an<* subjection, to honour, independence, and glory,

ty and ag- the illustrious Alfred turned his philosophic mind to a
grxndize- . <• • it

inent of comprehensive survey or its situation and circumstances,

Kngfemt anj ;ts Cation to foreign powers. He saw that the safety

must unse rt-ii i • n j , •

from her 'and greatness of England must chiefly depend upon mari-

nav}' time effort. To promote trade, and to establish a navy,

after the expulsion of the Danes, was a principal object

of his renowned administration. For the attainment of

these purposes, as well as to gratify the inquisitive spirit

incident to genius, he cultivated an intercourse with for

eign and even remote countries. His agents not only

explored the shores of the Baltic and the White Sea, but

investigated the state of Asia, from the Mediterranean

to the Persian and Arabian Gulf. He introduced new

manufactures, which furnished many articles for expor

tation, as well as for consumption within the kingdom.

By his inventive talents, he made great improvements

in the art of shipbuilding. The vessels constructed under

his direction, were much superior to any that were known

in the northern or western seas, in the three important

qualities of celerity, force, and facility of management.'

As the founder of English jurisprudence, and the estab-

lishcr of internal security and tranquillity, Alfred is not

more deservedly celebrated, than as the founder of Eng-

»• Henry, vol. it. p. 221.
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Hsh navigation and commerce, and the establisher of ex- Alfred

ternal security and greatness. This extraordinary prince ^"'jj^' °*

so clearly demonstrated and vigorously pursued the real rispru-

interests of his country, that other Anglo Saxon kings, v^'ation™"

according to their adoption or neglect of the policy of ail(l eOI*-

Alfred succeeded in resisting the efforts of foreign aggres

sors. The abilities and vigour of the English sovereign*

for several generations maintained a powerful navy, which

prevented the northern plunderers from seriously infesting

a country so strongly secured, and impelled them to seek

pillage and settlement among our continental neighbours.

THE weakness of Ethelred in the neglect and misman

agement of naval affairs, manifested in its effects the wis

dom of Alfred, as clearly as it was shown in the able

measures of his immediate successors ; for when the system,

of defence, which Alfred by his precept and example in

culcated, was either abandoned or feebly executed, the

evils recurred, which he had so vigorously repelled and

afterwards prevented. But, though the invasions of the

Danes impressed the English with a high idea of the

importance of commerce, it was rather with the view of

affording the means of defence, than of being productive

of prosperity and civilization. Export traffic, so much

interrupted by northern cruisers, did not, in the time of

the Saxons, rise to that magnitude which Alfred had pro

posed and expected. The total subjection of England to

the Danes was salutary to the commerce of the kingdom,

by putting an end to those bloody wars between the two

nations, which had raged about forty years with little in

termission. Canute the Great, a wise as well as a warlike

prince, endeavoured to gain the affections of his English

subjects, by affording them the most effectual protection,

and every encouragement in his power. He employe4

the influence which his high reputation, extensive domin

ions, and mighty force had obtained, among foreign prin

ces, to procure favours and privileges from them to his

trading subjects. From his time, during the reign of his

sons, and after the restoration of the Saxon line, the navi

gation and commerce of England continued comparatively

flourishing till the conquest. The Danes, having betaken

themselves to cultivate the arts of peace, no longer dis-

VOL. I. C
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Contest turbed their neighbours by piracy. By the contest with

maritime l^e northern navigators, the Anglo Saxons were losers in

depivda- the interruption of agriculture and of internal improve-

tors benefi- , • a • • « . «

ciai to ment, but gamers in acquiring naval power, commercial

England, ideas, and promoting an intercourse with the continent.From the accession of Canute, when the internal disadvan

tages ceased to be felt and the external advantages increa

sed, the benefit which they now derived, exceeded the lossthat they had formerly incurred. Though England, fromreligion, had hitherto some intercourse with southernEurope, her chief political connexion was with the north.She had very little acquaintance with her adjacent neigh-

Norman bours the French. The conquest of the kingdom by

i-nipti , -yyj11jam of Jformandy, made a most important change,both in her internal state, and in her relation to the

continent.

COMPLICATED as the feudal system was in its nature,

and extensive in its subjects, it was extremely simple in

its principle, and confined in its original objects : it was

a policy, which, overlooking ever}7 other consideration,

narrowed its provision to national defence ;k and was

merely a reciprocal guarantee of acquisitions proceeding

from conquest. The leaders and officers among the

northern subduers of middle and southern Europe, in their

respective tribes and divisions, entered into agreements to

prevent themselves from being dispossessed of their lands

by other invaders. The insulated state of the Anglo

Saxons rendering them less exposed to ambitious depre-dators than their continental neighbours, the feudal system

had not been established in England. The people had

lav.s, and retained more of the ancient German libertv than on the

manners of . . ... " „

England, continent, where an enslaving aristocracy .was generally

prevalent. Hence was preserved that spirit of freedom

which the most aspiring monarchs could never thoroughly

subdue, and which has rendered this comparatively small

territory, this " little body with a mighty heart !" the

admiration and terror of most extensive and powerful

empires. The manners of the Saxons, though rude and

unpolished, were frank, manly, and independent ; totally

k Babertsoa'a Charles V. vol. 1. p. 13.
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void of that servility and submissiveness which charac

terize the subjects of either monarchial or aristocratical

slavery : they were barbarians, it is true, but bold and

generous. The conquest of the kingdom by the Normans

effected a considerable change ; though by no means, like

that by the Saxons, a complete revolution in laws and

manners. William attempted to model his new dominions

according to the feudal system, with partial, but imperfect

success. The Saxon spirit of liberty continuing, extended

to the Normans, with whom, in a few ages, the former

inhabitants became entirely intermixed ; and obtained,

from the prudence of wise,1 or extorted from the fears

of weak,0i princes, the revival, and even the improvement, of

the Anglo Saxon constitution. Still, however, the Nor

man laws and establishments subsisted in a considerable

degree, and long continued to affect the condition and

manners of the people."

THE changes produced by the Nerman conquest were Inter-

still greater at the beginning, and eventually more perma- £°"™

nent in other respects, than in our laws and establish- Europe,

ments. Hence is to be dated the commencement of our

intercourse with middle and southern Europe, and espe

cially with France, which has formed so important a branch

of our political history. From that growing intercourse

with continental Europe, proceeded also, in the progress

of time, the beginning of our commercial efforts, and the

revival and extension of our naval force. From the pos- Origin of

session of Normandy by the English princes, proceeded "£Jn

those wars which so long raged between France and Eng- England

land to their mutual detriment. The crusades at certain

times, by giving them identity of object, produced alli

ance ; but this was soon after followed by hostilities.

The weakness and wickedness of John abroad as well as

at home, produced most beneficial effects to his country.

The murder of prince Arthur excited a war, which,

terminating in the conquest of the English dominions in,

France, extirpated the principal cause of dissension ; while

the weakness of Henry 111., and the wisdom and good-

1 Henry I. and Henry II. m John and Henry lit. See Hume, vol. n.

«nd Blackstonc, veil iv c 33. n Blnckslor.e, vol. iy. e. 93. aa tt« K«sel

Progress, Olid Completion ul the UnuJi LousutuliuB. .
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ness of Lewis IX., maintained a long peace between the

respective kingdoms.Civil and THE lofty genius, comprehensive wisdom, and intrepid

ShWi^of •pirit of 'he first Edward, were chiefly occupied with two

grand objects ; the establishment of a perfect system of

jurisprudence in England, and the consolidation of Great

Britain into one kingdom. Engaged so deeply within

the island, he was involved in no lasting or important

hostilities with the continent. In the unfortunate reign of

Edward II., the feebleness of the son in Britain, undid a

great part of what the abilities of the father had effected ;

and with the continent he had established no material

connexion- The ambition mingled with the extraordinary

qualities of his celebrated son found a new ground of con

test with France, which caused great disasters to both

kingdoms. Unwise as the policy was which prompted

Edward III. to seek the sovereignty of a kingdom in

opposition to its established laws, and contrary to the

interests of his own country, his measures for executing

the undertaking were concerted with an ability worthy

of his character. To make a powerful impression, he

formed an extensive confederacy with continental states,

and laid the foundation of a much wider intercourse with

the Low Countries and Germany, than had ever existed

before. The first important consequence resulting from

Edward's alliance with the Netherlands was, that his

attention was thereby directed to naval affairs. After the

revival of commerce, first by the Italian states in the

south, and afterwards by the Hanseatic league in the

north of Europe, centrical position, maritime situation,

fertility of soil, and 'industry of people, being fostered

•under a government of less feudal,. aristocracy and more

•enlarged freedom than prevailed in France and Germany,

Tendered Flanders the medium of commercial commu-

DKiuion between the coasts of the Mediterranean and the

Baltic. It rrearly monopolized that intermediate traffic,

for its neighbours of France and Britain made no attempt

•to improve their respective opportunities for trade. Eng

lish materials indeed were the principal subjects of Flemish

skill ; from the raur produce of the farms and pastures of

England, Flanders derived the staple of her flax and
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woollen manufactures. An emporium of merchandise,

she acquired wealth and force ; and was particularly dis

tinguished for naval power. Resorting to Flanders to Edward

promote the purposes of the military alliance, Edward Flanders

was not slow in observing the political state of that coun- j^,c°™"r

try. His perspicacious mind discovered the cause to be, tance of

its commerce and manufactures. He endeavoured to J^*™ "^

excite among his own subjects, that spirit of industry, commerce.

which he found so beneficial to its votaries; and to direct

it to those objects in which he perceived its efforts to be

most productive. He invited Flemish artisans to settle

in his dominions, and commenced the woollen manufac

tures in his own kingdom. Knowing his people to Direets the

have genius, enterprise, and perseverance, he first turned ^English

those qualities towards the arts which have raised England JjjJ£|c^a

to be the foremost among commercial nations. As jeets.

Edward I. formed and digested English jurisprudence, so

admirably fitted for rendering to every man his right, and

guarding his property ; Edward III. laid the foundation

of that skill, and those efforts, which have acquired to

Englishmen so much property to secure. From his

engagements with Flanders originated naval victory/ which

united with his commercial views to impress on his mind

the importance of maritime power. The splendid achieve- Raises

f^ in"* i i • !• i Kncrland to

merits at Cressy and Poictiers, so glorious to English jnatence

valour, and to the courage and conduct of Edward and j-^

his renowned son, combining with the admired talents and Europe.

character of both, gave to them and their country a weight

to. other European kingdoms, which England had never

before possessed. The irritation of the contest produced

a spirit of hostility, between the two first nations of the

modern world. Frequent wars impeded the advances of

both to an opulence and power suited to their respective

genius and character. The reign of Edward III. may be

considered in English history, as the great epoch of com

mencing manufactures and commerce in this nation ; as

die period when England began to have an extensive

influence in the affairs of the continent ; and when a spirit

of regular and permanent hostility first broke out between

England and France.

p OffSIuise, June, U4P.
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Causes THOUGH the basis of British commerce and naval

t«r!i™"the Power was so ably at|d skilfully laid by Edward, yet

operation general causes and particular events long retarded the

wnrd's pol- superstructure. The martial spirit prevalent in England,

iey- when intermingled with the pride of feudal aristocracy,

represented the manufacturer and merchant as despicable,

in comparison to the soldier ; and while the warlike char

acter of the times depreciated in the public opinion the

estimation in which those peaceful professions were held,

and precluded from them the votaries of honour and fame,

the violence and turbulence of those rude ages diminishing

the security of property, often tended to obstruct the

Feudal votaries of interest in their mercantile adventures. The

aijd'ch™^ character and circumstances of the succeeding sovereigns^

aeter. and the contests about the throne, promoting for a cen

tury military energy, and not restraining turbulent vio

lence and injustice, interrupted the natural progress of

Edward's plans.

Richard II. THE feebleness of a long minority, the frivolity and

profligacy of Richard's personal character, the jarring

interests of the princes of the blood, and their respective

pretensions to that power which the incapacity of the

sovereign was so little qualified to hold, prevented any

advances from being made in great schemes of policy.

When Richard's sceptre was wrested from his weak hands

by the skill and force of a powerful usurper, there still

continued in the kingdom grounds of feud and discord

Henry IV. very unfavourable to national improvement. Henry IV.

provident, vigilant, and wise, comprehended the great

importance of commerce, and promoted it to the utmost

of his power. He formed a commercial treaty with the

Hansetown merchants ; and promoted the settlement of

mercantile foreigners within his own kingdom. He

devised and encouraged the formation of English facto

ries in foreign parts ; a proposition, which, as our know

ledge of the globe enlarged, and our intercourse with

remote countries extended, has in subsequent times been

expanded into a grand and valuable system of colonization.

He, like his grandfather, saw how necessary superiority at

sea was to the security and prosperity of England, and

made it one of his chief objects to maintain a formidable
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navy.9 He encouraged artisans and mariners, and incul

cated industry; but the various insurrections by which

his reign was disturbed, though all successfully quelled by

his courage and conduct, interrupted the execution of his

commercial schemes.

THE extraordinary genius of Henry V., equally fitted Henry V.

for the field and the cabinet, directed its exertions chiefly

to military superiority ; but he was impressed with the

importance of naval strength to England : he was as victo

rious at sea as at land ; and in his reign the fleets of Eng

land rode triumphant in the channel. Eagerly intent, Attempted

however, on conquering France, he could not bestow an "°lii"est °*

adequate regard on the commercial advancement of his

kingdom. After this great prince was prematurely cut

off, the first years of his son's reign were employed in Henry VI.

attempts to preserve and extend his father's conquests in

France ; but the succeeding part of his reign, replete with

discomfiture abroad and discontent at home, lost the

national superiority both by sea and land. The renowned Wars of

earl of Warwick, indeed, recovered to England her mar- ^"y^

itime dominion ; but the discords in which he soon took interrupt

so active a part,, and which terminated in such bloody and gl'.essive

destructive civil wars, impeded industry, commerce, and ^*"^-"

all the peaceful arts, and involved England in grievous England,

calamities. The duke of York, lineal heir to the crown, UJld'c'ter-

induced by the imbecility of the reigning prince, with pro- n;4l-

bable grounds for expecting success, attempted to finish

the usurpation which the talents and character of the two

preceding monrirchs appeared to have firmly established ;

and though he himself did not live to attain the wished

for dignity, yet, seconded and supported by the illustrious

Warwick, he paved the way for the speedy accession of

his son.

EDWARD IV. to dissipation and profligacy joining Edward

great vigour of character whenever occasion required its 1V-

efforts, exerting the maritime superiority of England with

considerable success, invaded France with a powerful fleet.

But the civil wars that recurred during the greater part of

his reign, together with the indolence that marked his con-

rj Henry's History, vol. x. p. 243.
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duct when not stimulated by imperious and immediate

necessity, prevented the promotion of commercial schemes

in proportion to the resources of the country ; of which

the state at that time, exhausted by long wars and general

devastation, was extremely unfavourable to the success of

arts and of commerce. The short and cruel reign of

Richard Richard III., principally occupied in endeavouring to

ul- remove the consequences of one crime by the commission

of others, was too much engaged in massacre and proscrip

tion to afford him leisure and attention for supporting the

internal prosperity or maritime force of his country. The

recent discomfiture of the English in France, added to

their own internal dissensions, occasioned great distress,

depopulated the kingdom, retarded agriculture and manu

factures, and increased the ferocity of manners ; while

the profligate character of the princes of the house of

York, and the wickedness which they excited or directed,

introduced flagrant depravity. Edward having obtained

possession of the throne by military force, however well

founded his right, very frequently violated the constitu

tion of his country, and tyrannised over the lives, liberty,

and property of his subjects. His courtiers and favour

ites imitating his example, carried cruelty and oppression

against their adversaries to a still greater pitch than even

Civil-wars Edward himself. The ancient nobility of England were

feudal* no"-6 "lmost entirely annihilated by the dreadful contests. Her

We*. own fatal dissensions, added to her recent discomfiture in

France, had lessened the influence of England on the

continent. During the greatest part of the fifteenth cen

tury, her progress in point of internal civilization and

prosperity as well as of foreign influence, was little pro

portioned to her intrinsic powers. Still, however, if her

advances were obstructed, they were not altogether impe

ded. Learning raised her head, though mingled with the

superstition of the cloisters, in which she had been che

rished and preserved from total extinction. Various col

leges were founded and institutions promoted, which

proved ultimately favourable to the advancement of know

ledge. The cultivated taste of polished ages, or the

enlarged moral and political science of enlightened philo

sophers, were not to be expected in a state of society
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clouded with darkness, and fettered with superstition ; yet

some of the seeds were now sown, which afterwards

ripened into literature.

THE efforts of reviving learning, though not very Efforts of

judiciously directed, were by no means feeble. The reviving
J ,.,,,,-ii, - learinng.

metaphysical theology 01 the schools, originating in mis

apprehension concerning the most profound of philoso

phers,i" was not devoid of Grecian acuteness ; and if its

discoveries did not greatly expand the understanding, or

its spirit liberalize, the sentiments, yet its contentions, by

sharpening and invigorating the faculties, paved the way

for intellectual and moral improvement. Increased saga

city began to produce discussion of authority in matters of

thought and reasoning : the bold doctrines of Wickliffe,

though chiefly opposed by menace and persecution, still

excited a few of the clergy to employ more rational argu

ments. Cotemporary or collateral heresies moved some

ecclesiastics to prepare, by literary effort, for the defence

of the existing superstition ; while they disposed and

formed others for attack. But erudition, narrowly as it

was still diffused, was not entirely confined to the church.

Humphry of Glocester was a prince of considerable learn

ing ;' Anthony earl of Rivers and John earl of Worcester,

in the reigns of Henry IV. and Edward, were eminent

for literary knowledge.' Gallant and meritorious as were

many of the nobles, who perished in the wars between

Lancaster and York, their fall tended ultimately to the

reduction of the feudal aristocracy, which, though never

so entirely predominant in England as to stifle all remains

of Saxon liberty, was yet so prevalent as greatly to en

croach on the constitutional rights of a free people.

Generally bloody as were the wars, the animosity of con

tending chieftains, and the resentment, rapacity, or jealous

fears of the successive conquerors, rendered the propor

tion of grandees either killed in battle, or massacred by

cruelty, much greater than that of the gentry, yeomanry,

traders, and subordinate orders. The rising conse

quence of the great body of English commons, eventually

r Sec in Dr. <iillic's Preface to his translation of Aristotle, his account of

the difference between Aristotle's text ainl the comments of his professed

interpreters. s See Hume's History of England, rol. iii. p. 2.

t Henry's History, vol. x. p. 14".

VOL. I. D
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saved their country from the absolute monarchy which

overwhelmed the neighbouring nations.Different SIMILAR indeed, in calamitous circumstances at dif-

of*Ktatland ferent lnouSn near periods of the fifteenth century, but

and of dissimilar in the original institutions and in the ranks and

France. Or(1er9 of men wm'cn these generated, France and England

were destined to experience very unlike systems of policy,

at the time they both advanced in civilization and know

ledge. When the French nobility, after being so much

exhausted by internal dissensions and the wars with Eng

land, were farther impaired by the crafty, unfeeling, and

oppressive policy of Lewis XI. ; there being no interme

diate orders between them and the labouring people, who

were actually slaves, all ranks were involved in one vortex

In England of arbitrary dominion. France became a simple- monar-

dUnechiss cnY > while England, by rearing and cherishing a middle

preserve* class, which augmented in force as spreading industry and

erj' increasing knowledge enlarged the means of acquiring

moderate independence, was improved into a free consti

tution, providing equally for the governing and governed,

and proposing the general welfare as the only legitimate

object of political establishment's and national conduct.

Henry VII. To the promotion of these beneficial purposes, no sov-

'mJnta'un- *rc'g^ was more instrumental than Henry VII. : though

der him his measures originated in the peculiar circumstances of

his situation, rather than in liberal policy ; yet, without

allowing either wisdom or goodness the full credit of the

beneficial effects produced, an impartial examiner of his

actions, and their evident consequences, must see, that he

promoted the prosperity and meliorated the condition of

England. He, indeed, was the first who carried effectu

ally into execution the great plans of improvement devised

by the genius of his illustrious predecessor Edward III.

Contracted in sentiment, covetuous rn disposition, and sus

picious in temper, Henry did not always propose the most

benevolent ends. Vigorous and penetrating in intellect,

cautious in deliberation but decisive in conduct, he both

devised and employed the most apposite means. Appre

hending the adherents of the house of York to be inimical

to his own doubrful title, if he did not create, he probably

brought into action, discontents which might have lain dor
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mant , but when dissatisfaction rose to revolt, he with firm

ness and prudence suppressed repeated rebellions. Expe- Hereduces

riencing or suspecting the principal enmity to subsist Jjj'j^"1

among the higher ranks, he was anxious to weaken the cj-,

order of nobles : he permitted the barons to break theentails of their estates, and made laws to prevent themfrom retaining large bodies of clients, which renderedthem formidable and turbulent." He encouraged agricul

ture and commerce, perhaps with a view (as our great his

torian conjectures) oi' gratifying his avarice by filling hiscoffers from imposts ;v and he concluded several very use

ful commercial treaties, which, though somewhat narrowin their principles, were in their operation lucrative. Hebestowed great attention on the promotion of navigation;as, before his time, foreign trade had been chiefly carriedon in foreign bottoms, he endeavoured, with considerablesuccess, to procure to English ships the carriage of ourown exports and imports.

DURING this reign a spirit of maritime adventure for the and en-

purposes of discovery and commerce arose in several parts

of Europe. The invention of the compass encouraged an(1 nauti-

, i , r • i i T- cal disco-

navigators to explore oceans before untried by Europeans, very.

Venice and Genoa had hitherto monopolized the traffic of

the Western world to India. Portugal, in the fifteenth

century, was governed by a succession of courageous, able,

and enterprising princes ; who, perceiving the advantages

accruing to the Italian republics from a trade with India,

attempted to employ their maritime situation in profitable

traffic. Nautical adventurers, directed by the princes of

that country, proceeded gradually along the coast of Africa.

At length, they extended their voyage to the southern

promontory of t han immense peninsula : to which, forsee-

ing it would open a passage to the East Indies, they gave

the name of the Cape of Good Hope ; and a few years after

arriving on the Malabar coast, showed to western Europe,

that India was more easily accessible to its commercial

adventurers, than to its eastern neighbours ; and that ori

ental riches were no longer to be exclusively acquired by the

coasting traders of the Mediterranean, but to be shared by

u Robertson's Charles V. TOl. i. p. JOT. v Hume, vol. iii. p. Cnfi
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Sebastian

* L

import"6

ance of

among

the bold essayers of unknown oceans. But while Vasquez

di Gama found out an accessible though circuitous course,

from the shores of the northern Atlantic to the southern

regions of Hindostan, Columbus, by the force of his genius,

conceived, and by the boldness of his enterprise and per

severance discovered, to the inhabitants of Europe, much

nearer to their own coasts, a new world, replete with incen

tives to commerce and navigation ; and abounding not only

with materials for riches, but with subjects of reflection,

and means for enlarging human comprehension and enjoy

ment. Soon after the illustrious Florentine found the

West Indies, Americas Vespusius, in prosecution of

Columbus's plan, arrived at the southern continent, and

gave his own name to a quarter of the globe discovered

by another. Accident, and not the parsimony of Henry,

prevented England from enjoying the honour of this signal

discovery. He soon fitted out a squadron, which sailed

to the west, in order to explore unknown regions in lati

tudes more contiguous to his own kingdom, and seek a

nearer passage to India than by doubling Africa. Sebas

tian Cabot conducted the enterprise, and arrived at a coast

to which he gave the name of Newfoundland. Steering

along to the southward as far as that part of the coast

which has since been named Virginia, he ascertained that

there were large tracts of land adjacent, convenient for

naval enterprise upon the Atlantic. Though Henry did

not attempt to establish a settlement on this coast, yet the

enterprise was of the highest importance, as it stimulated

England to farther nautical adventure. A spirit of navi

gation, commerce, and discovery was excited by Henry,

which afterwards generally diffused itself, and called into

action the maritime exertions of these islands, improved

by all the sagacity and energy of the national character

when employed in the most beneficial direction.

^UT wnlle Henry thus promoted the commerce, navi-

gallon, and internal prosperity of his country, he extended

her influence among foreign states. He loved peace, with-

out fearing war. Though by no means comprehensive

in his views of European policy, he understood sufficiently

the relations, objects, and condition of other kingdoms, to

provide for the security and defence of his own dominions.



STATE OF ENGLAND. 21

He was courted by cotemporary princes in every part of

Europe, and the English nation was never so closely inter

woven in continental affairs as during his reign. Other State of

circumstances concurred with the personal character of tur°l**

Henry, to extend the intercourse between England and the

nations of the continent. Previous to the fifteenth century,

little political connexion had subsisted between the neigh

bouring states of Europe; their reciprocal hostilities were

rather the effect of passion and personal animosity, than of

any well digested system of policy. Their means of recip

rocal annoyance, occasional impost, and temporary militia,

though sufficiently adapted to the desultory conflicts of the

pride or resentment of rival chieftains, were little fitted for

the purposes of systematic war. When England, under

Henry V., and in the posthumous execution of his great

and ambitious projects, had almost overwhelmed France,

the neighbouring principalities of Germany and Spain

bestowed no attention on an event menacing the security

and independence of Europe." The contests between the

several kingdoms of Spain, evidently tending to unite that

part of the continent into one great empire, were regarded

by the rest of Europe with equal indifference. Princes

were little affected by remote or eventual danger. This

inattention did not entirely arise from the want of sagacity

to foresee distant contingencies, but proceeded in a consid

erable degree from the condition of their dominions, which

called their consideration to present and proximate objects.

The power of the barons under the feudal system, often

either distracting the public tranquillity by the feuds of

rivalry, menacing the sovereign by rebellion, or by oppres

sion driving the populace to insurrection, with the imper

fections of the civil government, so fully occupied the

sovereigns, as to leave them little leisure to survey foreign

affairs. This was especially the situation of France, the

most compact, centrical, and populous kingdom of Europe ;

and the best fitted from the advantages of her situation,

the number and character of her people, if internally well

governed, either to secure herself, or to protect or disturb

her neighbours. The fiefs into which that kingdom waa

x See Kobertein'a Charles V. vol. i. p. 89 The same initli may li

from Uuae's history of those wars, though it is net so e-viij(:ssly stated.
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divided, weakened the force of the monarchy ; but from

the destruction of the nobility in the wars with England,

the rapacious policy of Lewis XI., and the reannexation

of the English possessions and detached principalities to

the crown, government was rendered almost simply mon

archical. This event was accelerated at home, and its

influence extended abroad, by another effect of the wars.

These generated standing armies, which, being now first

employed by Charles VII. to preserve his crown, and after

wards maintained by him to humble the remainder of his

barons, were now enlarged by his son, and exercised in

crushing the ancient nobility, and seizing the territories of

his neighbours.

1'iinces CHARLES VIII. the son and successor of Lewis XI.

become in- found the nobility incapable of opposing the will or pro-

strong, jects of the prince, and a powerful army, with little to

employ its force but the resumption of Britanny. He

effected this purpose partly by war, and finally by marriage.

The monarch of France, now no longer occupied at home

by the English or his barons, from efforts commencing in

successful defence and progressively extending to internal

usurpation, began to prepare measures of offence against

independent states, which had given him no provocation.

For the execution of such designs, he possessed subjects

whose energy of character rendered them formidable and

efficient instruments against all with whom they were at

war, either justly or unjustly. Having invaded Italy with

a powerful force, he first presented France as the distur

ber of Europe ; a character which she has so often resumed

in the three following centuries, with strength of opera

tion, and vicissitudes of event; not rarely with injustice

of principles, impolicy of object, and pernicious result.

Charles overrun Italy from the Alps to the southern

extremity, and possessed himself of the city and kingdom

Begin vigi- of Naples. Neighbouring nations were now acquiring

observe similar efficiency of force will- France by similar means ;

(VacVofi" kv llle rcduction of the nobles, the consolidation of princi-

their palities, the reunion of fiefs under the lords paramount,

. and the employment of a standing army. Exempted from

constant anxiety and apprehensions from their own subjects,

they were enabled to watch the conduct of their neighbours ;
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and, in observing their motions, to view distant probabili

ties as well as immediate effects. The most powerful

prince of the continent after Charles of France, was Ferdi

nand of Arrogan, who was now, by his marriage with Isa

bella of Castile, actual sovereign of Spain. This prudent

prince, alarmed at a progress which endangered the safety

of his dominions, combined with the Italian states and

Maximilian of Austria in forming a confederacy to repel

the prosperous aggression of France, and confine the inva

der to his ancient dominions. The object and principle Balance of

of this alliance form an epoch in political history, as the pow"

first effort of moderny times to maintain a balance of power ;

which is merely self-preservation in a community,dictating

plans of policy, to provic'e against circuitous injury and

annoyance, as well as against direct attacks. To this Weight ai

... i , i /-. , TJ -,rT» England in

treaty, which was concluded at Cambray, Henry VII. the wale.

acceded ; and, though his general caution, and distance

from the scene of hostilities, did not suffer him to take an

active share in the war, yet his junction in the alliance is

an epoch in the history of England ; because England then

first joined in a continental confederacy to repress the

offensive measures of France.

THOUGH the reign of Henry VII. conduced eventually Effect*; of

to political as well as commercial and naval improvement, r^t7on

yet the extension of freedom, far from being Henry's object, J.he EnS- .

, i • i- n- n • "Lm llsh eOnitl-

was by no means the immediate effect of his measures. The tution,

aristocracy was reduced, but the people were not yet risen

to such strength and importance as to oppose a sufficient

bulwark to the augmented powers of the crown. Twenty-

eight temporal lords only formed the first house of peers

after Henry's accession ; and the order was soon found to

have decreased in authority, as well as in number and

j From history it appears, thst the sagacious Greeks very early discerned

the necessity of resisting efforts against others, which might c-\tcnd to themselves.

Animosity, ambition, and pride, were not the sole causes of the Peloponnesian

confederacy against Athena ; but, in a considerable degree, the apprehension of

irrowing power. When the Spartans became in their turn predominant, a

similar confederacy was formed, to reduce the excess of their power; an objeet

to which the Athenians adhered with such nicety of discrimination, that wlien

they found the scale preponderate in favour of the Thchans, sacrificing all ani

mosity to sound policy, they joined the Spartans in order to preserve the balance

of power. See (Sillies, vol. ii. chap. 5. vol. iii. chap. 27. and 30 ; but mostly in

the last. Other Histories also illustrate this observation respeeting Ihe tireek«,

whose policy was so contrary to that of other ancient nations, especially Uio vic

tims of progressive Roman conquest.
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possessions. In the interval between the fall of the barons

and the rise of the commons, the power of the crown was

much greater than in former reigns. Henry VII. may

justly be termed an absolute prince. His government was

arbitrary, both in the scries of his acts, and the general

regulations or laws which through him were established.1

In his time the authority of the star chamber was revived,

and in some cases confirmed by law, and armed with pow

ers the most dangerous and unconstitutional over the per

sons and properties of the subjects. Informations were

allowed to be received, instead of indictments, in order to

and gene- multiply fines and pecuniary penalties. A tendency,

oflthepc™ directly or indirectly, to augment the emoluments of the

pie. exchequer, was the general character of his laws. Ambi

tion in Henrv, descending from its lofty rank, became the

humble minister of avarice ; but the joint effects of both

passions, though hurtful at the time, were destined by

Providence to be beneficial to posterity.

Hrnry HENRY VIII. was disposed to promote the commercial

*"• improvements which his father had begun ; but the know

ledge which either he himself or his ministers possessed

of the subject, was extremely imperfect. On the whole,

all the direct acts and immediate consequences of his gov

ernment were inauspicious to nautical discovery, and the

extension of commerce. Navigation and trade were indeed

advanced during this period, but rather by the efforts of

private adventurers, than the policy of either the sovereign

or the legislature. The first part of Henry's reign was

chiefly occupied at home in pleasurable dissipation, and

courtly splendour, under the magnificent and ostentatious

ministry of Wolsey ; wasting in sumptous entertainments

and costly pomp, the riches which the avarice of his father

had acquired. The luxuries of the court requiring foreign

supplies, stimulated private adventure, and, without any

meritorious plans of the sovereign or his counsellors, encou

raged the importation of commodities from distant, and even

newly discovered countries. The spirit of maritime enter

prise excited lly the last king, though little promoted by his

•L Hlnckitonc's commentaries, vol. iv. clmp. 33. on the projre*s of the 1". up

law-i a'nl coustilujion.
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son, operated on the nation, and the circle of trade was grad

ually enlarged in various quarters of the world.

THOUGH no English colonies were yet settled in any

part of the new world, their merchants carried on a trade discovery.

with the islands in the West Indies which had been seized

and settled by the "Spaniards : they had agents residing in

some of these settlements, particularly in the great island

of Cuba, for the management of their trade. Mr. Thorn

of Bristol, one of the greatest merchants and boldest adven

turers of the age, established a factory at Cuba ; and was

the first Englishman who set the example of a commercial

settlement in the new world. Employing the opportunities

he thereby acquired, not only for the purposes of present

traffic, but for discovery and future extension of commerce,

he sent agents to the Spanish fleet, furnished with grtat

sums of money, to bring exact charts of the seas, rivers,

and lands, which they visited, and as accurate a descrip

tion of the accessibility, state, and productions, of the sev

eral countries, as they could procure." The spirit of dis

covery in private adventurers was no less ardent, than the

desire of trading with countries already known. Henry,

in the beginning of his reign, appeared eager to promote

inquiry into new regions, and fitted out ships for explor

ing the southern ocean. But the expedition by some

misconduct or mischance having failed,b the king, from a

fickleness incident to violent minds, and the prominent

feature in his character, totally abandoned all thoughts of

such undertakings. Merchants and mariners, however,

persevered ; and though some of their voyages appear not to

have been lucrative, yet, by adding to the national stock of

nautical science, and extending the sphere of English

navigation, they produced important advantages.

Two ships destined for South America were commit

ted to Cabot, which visited the Brazils. The knowledge

of that coast, and its great projection into the Atlantic,

being acquired, Hawkins, father to the renowned voyager,

directed his course to the same country, and having open

ed a traffic with the Brazilians, crossing over to the oppo-

wte promontory, was the first Englishman who surveyed

a Hackluyt, vol ii. p. 726. b Henry, vol. xii. p. 397.

VOL. I. E
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the coast of Guinea. With their progress in gain, the

desires of English mariners increased ; and, their ideas

expanding with the advancement of knowledge, they direct

ed their thoughts to Indian opulence. In their voyages

to the Mediterranean, having traded to its eastern coasts,

they received accurate information concerning the riches

of Hindostan, which before were only imperfectly known

through distant and uncertain report. In their intercourse

with Portugal, they beheld with envy the vast wealth that

flowed into that country from the regions of the east."

Attempts Conceiving with Columbus, that the islands which he first

a°north°u discovered lay contiguous to the vast continent compre-

•*est pas- bended under the general name of India, they hoped tQ

find a more compendious passage, through which, by easily

outstripping the Portuguese and all southern .Europe, they

might acquire the principal share of the treasures of India.

Unsuccessful as the attempt proved to discover a north

west passage, and unfortunate as the adventurers were,

yet the undertaking showed a bold spirit of commercial

enterprise. Notwithstanding partial discouragements and

failures, the general result of private maritime pursuits in

Henry's reign, was a great accession of trade and riches

to the country. Under this monarch, from the progres

sion of causes that began to operate through Europe in

his father's reign, the interests of European powers be

came more involved and intermixed, than they had been

at any former period.

Cotitinenr HENRY attained with the continental powers a very

of Henry, Kreat degree of influence: he indeed held the balance,

but turned the scale according to present impulse and

passion ; being more frequently actuated by the sug

gestions ef his proud, ambitious, and resentful favourite,

than either by equity or sound policy, When he ascend

ed the throne, the power of France, superior to any

other nation on the continent, the hostile jealousy between

that country and England, and the connexion and affinity

between Henry and Ferdinand, concurred in rendering the

English king inimical to the French.

LEWIS XII. was eager, like his predecessor, to con

quer Naples ; but the opposition of Ferdinand, joined to

c Robertson's posthumous Americ^.
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the treachery of that crafty and unprincipled monarch,

prevented his success. A new field, however, was soon

opened for the ambition of Lewis. Julius II. like many

of his predecessors on the papal throne, instead of promo

ting the meek benevolence of the christian religion, was

the incendiary of unprovoked and iniquitous war. By his

intrigues, a partition treaty was framed between the

three great powers of Austria, Spain, and France, for

dismembering the dominions and dividing the riches of

the illustrious republic of Venice. A league was formed

at Cambray for this nefarious purpose ; and it was stipu

lated, that the pope, who instigated the robbery and pro

jected the plan, should have a considerable share of the

plunder acquired by more powerful and efficient perpe

trators.d Such confederacies, composed of jarring mate

rials, contain the seeds of their own dissolution. The

rapid successes of French energy filled the allies with

jealousy and alarm. The pope, who had first planned this

alliance of the great powers, anxiously sought to excite

discord among the several members, involving tliem in

mutual quarrels, that he might expel them successively

from Italy, and enjoy without control the sole direction

of that country.* He detached Ferdinand from the

league, and endeavoured, through that prince and his own

influence, to excite Henry to war with France. The saga-

eious prelate, thoroughly knowing the characters with

which he had to deal, made suitable applications : he first

addressed himself to Ferdinand's interest ; then to Henry's

love of distinction, national animosity to the French, and

passionate zeal for the catholic religion ; in which, as in

every thing else, his ardour was violent, and spurned at

all contradiction. He persuaded Henry, that in attacking

France, he should fight the cause of the church, which

Lewis was most profanely defying ; he Hattered and pro

moted his ambassador ; and led Henry to expect, that

the title of the Mont Christian King; so precious an orna

ment to the French monarchy, should be transferred to

the English sovereign. To fix the impression of his reli-d See the outlines of this confederacy and its operations, in Robertson's

Charle« V. veil i. n. 117 to ICO ; and Hume, vol. iii. p. 2(1) t.) *l For the de-

Mil, «e 'Jukciar lioi ; and I' Abbe du Bos, lliktoire de la LJSJuu d« Cambraj. J

« tiiucciurdini, lib. viii.
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gious authority on this devout monarch, he sent him asacred rose, perfumed with musk, and anointed with

vigorous chrism.' Inspired by devotion, impatient for displaying
but unwise. ,-. • , . . . . . IT ,

to Europe his power and importance, and reviving the

ancient claims upon France, Henry engaged in a war,

which was neither necessary to the security, nor condu

cive to the interests, of his kingdom. Chivalrous impo

licy engaged the romantic James in the contest, and

kindled a war between Scotland and England. The disci

plined valour of the southern Britons overcame the impetu

ous rashness of northern heroism, and obtained a victory,

fatal to the vanquished, and brilliant but useless to the

conquerors. English courage and military prowess were

again displayed in France with splendid achievements,

and signal success, but followed by no important advan

tage : and all parties perceiving the unavoidable necessity

of putting an end to the calamities of war, a treaty of

peace was concluded, which comprehended all the belli

gerent poxvers.

AFTER peace and tranquillity had continued for several

years, a new state of European affairs gave a change to the

scale of power, and to the policy that was expedient for

maintaining the balance. Charles of Austria had now

succeeded to all the inheritances and acquisitions of his

paternal grandfather and grandmother in Germany,

Italy, and the Low Countries ; and to all the inheritances

and acquisitions of his maternal grandfather and grand

mother in Spain, Italy, Africa, and the new world.8

Francis, the first of that name, had ascended the throne

of France on the death of his cousin Lewis. The rela

tive position' and state of their territories led these two

princes to political rivalry, while other causes concurred

in inflaming their competition. They were both young,

and succeeded to their respective possessions about the

same time ; both were endued with great abilities, though

of dissimilar dispositions ; and both became masters of

very extensive resources. Beside so many general grounds

of emulous animosity, they had a special source in their

respective application for the Imperial diadem. The ap-f See Hume, rot. iii. p. 259. £ Robertson's Charles V., vol. it p. I

to 26.
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pointment of Charles, and rejection of Francis, called

immediately into action those causes of hostility which

must have soon operated from their reciprocal situation

and respective characters. Between these two mighty

monarchs, Henry of England only, by the greatness of

his power, was fitted to hold the balance. Quick in per

ception, and vigorous in capacity, he readily saw the

general policy of preserving an equipoise ; and, devoted

to the honour of his country, as well as to his own glory,

he valued himself on being the umpire of Europe. But

though his talents were considerable, his judgment was

not proportionally sound ; at least, its exertions were too

easily swayed by the impulse of temper and passion.

THE accumulated possessions of the emperor Charles Political

V. rendered him manifestly superior to Francis; political, tnTprmcir

security therefore, the principle of English interference j!1"!1 tnfi'

in continental affairs,* required that Henry should lean fercnecin;

towards France ; but he cherished the ancient English

enmity to an opposite neighbour. Francis, who resembled

Henry in many of the accomplishments on which he greatly

prided himself, and in some parts of his character, (though

much superior on the whole,) was the object of his per

sonal rivalry. Henry was moreover governed by his

favourite Wolsey, whom Charles courted, and bribed most

lavishly for the present, flattering him with the hopes of

being raised to the papal dignity, at that time the highest

in christendom. Instigated by this imperious counsellor,

the English king adopted a policy totally inconsistent with

the interests of his kingdom ; made war with France, and,

Ky weakening that country, rendered it more easy for

Charles to increase his already overgrown power. When

Francis, defeated and a prisoner, was reduced to the low

est pitch of distress, Henry's motive of interference was

much less the necessity of repressing Charles, than the

persuasions of Wolsey j who, disappointed of the expected

promotion, (most fortunately for the independence of Eu

rope,) became as violent against the emperor as he had

g See lord fJrcnvillc's speech on llir Rusuan armament in 1791 ; Mr. Pitt'j

«peech on the negotiation with Buonaparte ; Mr. I' A' , speeches on llie conti'

itcnUl connexions which Kngland ought to pursue; Mr. Pitt's applying ih'-

V.H' principle to our ullitmce with Holland and lYu -M ; and parliamentary*

hn on the object and grounds of (he late war.
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been before in his favour. Henry's conduct towards

Catharine widened the breach between him and her nephew ;

so that, during the rest of his reign, he was, with very

few intermissions, closely connected with Francis, and

Charles was prevented from endangering the liberties of

Europe.

Henry ful- THE part which Henry took in the aflairs of the conti-

ed ?hullsy" nenti though far from being uniformly wise, or even, when

English right, proceeding from reasons of sound policy, was gene-

tljwiSof- rally efficacious. It demonstrated the force and weight of

oiousj'^di" *^K English power, though not always wielded by the king

reeled. from the best motives, or for the most useful purposes.

The reign of this monarch, the first period of active and

uniform interference in the transactions of the continent,

showed that England was at least an efficient member of

the great European republic ; and that her relative power

being once ascertained, its utility to herself or her neigh

bours would depend upon the wisdom or folly, the justice

or injustice, of her directors.

The r«for- THE most momentous event by which Henry's reign is

nation. distinguished, is the reformation ; a change accelerated by

particular incidents, collisions of passion, and individual

circumstances, but originating in general causes. Among

these, on the one hand, were the scandalous profligacy of

the clergy, the grasping rapacity of their avarice, the

enormous usurpations of their ambition, the overweening

insolence of their pride, and the gross ignorance of the

great part of that immense body, multiplying the absurdi

ties of superstition, which had overwhelmed the wisdom

and benevolence of the christian religion ; and on the other,

the progressive expansion of the human faculties, from

that contracted state into which they had been confined

about the expiration of the tenth century,h and from which,

though slowly at first, they had since gradually extricated

themselves. The understandings of men, enlightened by

knowledge, became more acute and vigorous by exertion,

and their moral discernment more just. That great engine

of intellectual communication, THE PRESS, was now invent-h See llohertson's Charles V. vol. 1. j and Hume's general oWrvation« OB

the prcdectWJlK of Henry VU. at the coudusion of ill. reigu u( Uieiiaril 111.
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ed; men began to read, and to reason on what they did

read. The bible, which had been so studiously Concealed

by the priesthood, was discovered and perused. Penetra

tion, now assisted by learning, found out that many of the

articles of faith, and injunctions of both ritual and moral

practice, were not only incompatible with conscience, rea

son, and common sense, but opposite to genuine christi

anity as contained in the scriptures.

FINDING so many defects in the superstructure, men

gradually began to examine the basis. Such was the

course which the renowned Luther pursued : who, per

ceiving the absurdity and wickedness of selling indulgen

ces to vice and profligacy, and demonstrating what he

perceived, proceeded from one step of discovery to ano

ther, until he found that the whole system of papal super

stition was raised upon an hypothesis totally inconsistent

with history, experience^ and reason ; that its principle was

the infallibility of a human being, which was obviously

false, and consequently that the whole train of deductions

depending upon this principle, were inadmissible on its au

thority. With the intrinsic absurdity of papal supersti

tions, which diffused reason and knowledge tended to dis

pel; with the profligacy of the clergy, which conscience

prompted to reprobate and oppose ; the policy and pas

sions of princes and other individuals, no doubt, concur

red in promoting the reformation commenced by Luther.

Revived learning, however, raising human intellect to its

real dignity, and through the press spreading its influence

much more extensively than even in the enlightened ages

of antiquity, soon destroyed ecclesiastical thraldom, and

dispelled gloomy superstition. The metaphysical subtle

ties of one set of reformers might be different from those

of another; but THE MOST ESSENTIAL AND VALUABLE

PART OF THE REFORM, THE EMANCIPATION OF HUMAN

REASON FROM THE CHAINS OF HUMAN AUTHORITY,

sprang from the efforts of that reason, and was the source

of the principal advantages, religious, moral, civil, and

political, which resulted from this great revolution in the

church. These changes, though operating chiefly in the

country where enfranchised genius and learning had arrived

at the highest pitch, were not confined to nations which
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form.illy protested against the authority of an Italian cler

gyman, but extended to countries where the pope's

supremacy was still acknowledged.

IN protestant states, however, besides this great and

general advantage from the overthrow of papal authority,

many other more important benefits accrued, especially in

England. Immense sums and demesnes, the tributes of

superstition and credulity to hvpocrisy, fraud, and impos

ture, or the exactions ol tyrannic violence from the ter

rors of weakness, which had been employed in fostering

sloth, idleness, and sensuality, Were now amalgamated into

the mass of nation;i.! property, encouraged rising industry,

Effectsofit an(l improved the public revenue. The reformation tended

jniTcLT"''' to Promote agriculture, trade, manufactures, and private

pcuiticui, and public opulence, the means ol national defence, secu-
an(! moral • • , , ri v i

chin-.ie.ter rity, prosperity, power, and glory. Inus it revolution at

°f KaS- first sight theological, became a most important event in

the commercial history of Britain. It tended also to the

improvement of English jurisprudence.; by removing from

that admirable system, all those pernicious incumbrances,

which had "been imposed on our laws by clerical artifice

and usurpation, to shelter crimes.'

BY the reduction of the clerical aristocracy, the still

enfeebled state of the lay aristocracy, and the hitherto slow

progress of the commons ; the abject servility of parlia

ments; the vigorous talents, inflexible temper, and violent

passions of the sovereign; this reign, though ultimately

conducive to liberty, was more absolute than any recorded

in the English history. Though the open, liberal, and

intrepid mind of the monarch, never exercised his autho

rity in the treachery, dissimulation, and baseness, so

prevalent in despotic courts, yet the ungovernable fury of

his affections, the profusion and rapacity of his disposition,

and the violence and capriciousness of his inclinations,

with the fickle bigotry of his everchanging theology, ren

dered him unjust, oppressive, tyrannical, and cruel. Un

der the sanction of those pusillanimous parliaments, the

encroachments of monarchical power were established by

on

jieuryi Blnckstone, vol. iv, e. 16 and 18. on the benefit of clergy ; «hd chap. 33.

flie (irt'ima of Uie law and tonaLUuliou of England, fourth p-i x.il, under

•ury Vlfi.
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law. But the political evils of Henry's reign which

resulted from individual character and special circumstan

ces, were only temporary ; the good arising from the

general causes, was permanent, and contained in itself the

means of progressive improvement.

THE short reign of Edward VI. tended in many Edward

respects to extend the advantages, and correct the mis- Vl'

chiefs, of Henry's government. Commerce and discovery

made considerable advances at this period. The trade of

England had hitherto been carried on chiefly by foreign

ers, especially by a corporate company from the Hanstowns,

called the merchants of the Steelyard. In former reigns,

these had engrossed a great part of the traffic with foreign

countries, and employed German or Flemish shipping.

This establishment, which was encouraged by Edward III.

and succeeding princes, in order to teach the English

commercial lessons, and excite mercantile emulation

among them, had been long extremely useful. The coun

cil of young Edward perceiving that the reasons for en

couraging these foreigners no longer existed, and that a

spirit of mercantile adventure being now raised among the

natives of England, such privileges enjoyed by aliens inter

fered with the national interest, found it necessary to

annul them, and place all foreigners on an inferior footing

to native subjects. This change contributed greatly to Edward

the advancement of commerce and navigation :k and a ^^"l"

commercial treaty was concluded with Sweden, on the solid and c°m-

principle of reciprocal exchange of superfluity to supply

mutual want.1 The great fishery on the banks of New

foundland became an object of attention, and was prosecu

ted with activity and success."i The English still cherished

the idea of opening a communication with eastern riches,

by a more expeditious course than the Cape of Good Hope.

Cabot, so renowned for naval enterprise, urged the Eng

lish, instead of steering towards the northwest, which had

proved unsuccessful, to attempt the discovery of the de

sired passage by the northeast. At his instance, and under

his direction, several noblemen and persons of rank, toge

ther with some principal merchants, having associated for

k See Hume, vol. iii. p. 449. 1 Ibid. p. 450.

m Robertaon's potahumoiu America, p. 16. ; and Hackluyt's voyages, passim.

VOL. I. F
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this purpose, were incorporated by a charter, under the

title of the Company of Merchants Adventurers for the dis

covery of regions, dominions, islands, and places unknown.

Two ships and a bark were equipped for this service ; and

though they failed in the great end of their expedition,

one ship and the bark being lost, yet the other effected

very important discoveries. An intercourse with the

vast empire of Russia, before unknown to English adven

turers, was opened ; and, on the return of this ship, a

mercantile company was formed for trading with Mus

covy. Attempts were now made to open a communication

with India and China by land, through the new connexion

with Russia, by Astracan and the Caspian sea ; and

though the adventurers did not penetrate so fur as they

intended, yet they acquired a knowledge of the countries,

commodities, and inhabitants of Turkey ; which, combined

with the maritime enterprises in the Mediterranean, laid

the foundation of English commerce with the Ottomans.

A commercial intercourse was also opened with the west

ern coasts of Africa ; while the traffic begun with Barbary

was considerably extended in the reigns of Edward and

Mary.

THE war with Scotland, in which Henry had left his

kingdom engaged, together with the factions which pre

vailed under the protectorship of Somerset and the admin

istration of Warwick, prevented Edward from possessing

on the continent that influence which his father had main

tained. The distractions of English councils, and the con

nexion with Scotland, now so closely united by the

affiance of the dauphin with the infant queen, encouraged

and stimulated the French monarch to attack England in

war; and though hostilities were soon ended by a peace,

the English, torn by dissensions, were losers by the treaty ;

nor did this kingdom afterwards, in the course of Ed

ward's reign, interfere with effect in continental politics.

The internal part of Edward's history is of the highest im-

nnd ahro- portance. The first session ot his parliament repealed all

f™mi'vd *ne ^aws enacted through the arbitrary violence of Henry,

iawsofhii which had tyrannically extended the crimes of treason and

felony, and made heresy a capital offence.
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THE protestant religion was fully established, and

though the reformation might not extend to every princi

ple and doctrine which unfettered reason could impugn,

yet it proceeded as far as the sentiments, knowledge, and

character of the nation could bear. The reform was great,

though less violent and more gradual than in some other

countries, where they laid the whole hierarchy prostrate ;

yet from its moderate and progressive nature it was the

more likely to be durable. While it humbled the pride

and ambition of the clergy, and restrained their avarice

and profligacy, it left them rank and property, to maintain

the dignity conducive to the purposes of their office, in a

country where great diversity of rank and property pre

vailed. Abolishing much useless pageantry, the English

reformers, aw.are that men are as frequently led by their sen

ses and imaginations, as swayed by their hearts and under

standings, left a sufficient degree of pomp, ceremony, and ac

companiments, to amuse the fancy, and please the eye and

the ear, without substituting idolatry for real devotion.

THE leading features of Mary's character were, an Mary,

ardent and boundless zeal for Romish bigotry, and an

ungovernable love for the man whom she married. These

passions, enhancing and inflaming each other, account for

the most important transactions of her short and detestable

reign. At once a religious and an amorous devotee, she

persecuted and butchered protestants, to please herself and

her bigotted and cruel husband ; while to gratify his wishes,

and secure a greater portion of his company and love, she

oppressed and exhausted her people, and engaged in a

most impolitic and destructive war.™ Humanity, patri

otism, justice, every duty of morality and genuine chris

tianity, were sacrificed to the violence of her affections.

Many beneficial laws, however, were enacted in her reign, Herreign,

which, though proposed by Mary to reconcile the people ra°"ieal,y~

to her schemes of restoring the Romish faith and hierar- productive

r i-ii of bene-

chy, and to her extortions ot their money to lavish on her

husband, produced permanent good, while the evil of

being governed by the tool of such infuriating passions,

was a temporary evil, and, fortunately for the kingdom,

m See Hume's History «f Marr, patsim
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of short duration. The gloom was soon dispersed, and

followed by the most resplendent brightness.

Elizabeth THE reign of Elizabeth, so auspicious to the prosperity

and happiness of her subjects, was extremely favourable to

the rising spirit of navigation, discovery, and commerce.

The peace, foreign and domestic, which her wisdom and

firmness preserved with little interruption for almost the

first thirty years of her reign, notwithstanding the hostile

jealousy of surrounding nations, the furious passions which

agitated the continent, and the discontent which bigotry

and rivalry kindled or fanned in her own kingdom, were

peculiarly conducive to the enterprising efforts of able,

comTcroe ^o^' an<* adventurous Englishmen. Strict and vigilant

and discov- economy exempted her subjects from the burden of taxes

crjr' injurious to trade ; the popularity of her administrationamong the greater part of her subjects, overawing disaf

fection and preventing commotion, left her people full

liberty to pursue nautical and commercial enterprise.

Undisturbed by the factions of a turbulent minority, or

the cruel persecutions of frantic bigotry, the sagacious

Elizabeth, like the greatest of her predecessors, saw that

the security of a kingdom environed by the sea must

depend on its naval force.and forms OtiE of the first acts of her government was to increase

the English tne number and strength of her navy. Before her reign,

the English had commonly been supplied with large ships

by foreigners. The queen, desirous of having the re

sources of strength and the vehicles of riches furnished

within her own kingdom, filled her arsenals with naval

stores promoted shipbuilding, and encouraged her subjects

to bend their attention to pursuits which were destined to

render themselves and their posterity eminent among

nations. With this view she built several ships of great

force and versatility; and as the skill of artificers impro-

,,. ved, the number of sailors increased ; and from the reign of

„ Elizabeth may be dated the first regulation of the English

navy. Her patronage and example stimulated and invig

orated the efforts of her subjects in shipbuilding and

nautical expeditions. Carefully examining the advances

made under her predecessors, she improved their discov

eries and acquisitions; cultivated and extended the connex
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ion formed with the Russian sovereign ; secured to her

subjects the continuance of their exclusive and lucrative

trade with his dominions ; and encouraged the incorporated

body of merchants enjoying that trade, to resume their

endeavours of penetrating by land into eastern Asia.

Their efforts were at length successful in opening a lucra

tive trade with Persia, which manifesting to her subjects

the riches of the east, produced a resolution of resorting to

these countries by sea.

As the English advanced in the knowledge of Asia Voyagoeto

and its productions, their ardour increased to discover a Alllcriea-

short nautical course to these opulent regions. Their

disappointments in the northwest and the northeast, did

not entirely chill their hopes : they still flattered themselves

that they might discover an outlet which had hitherto baf

fled their inquiries; and Frobisher, in three successive voy

ages, explored the coasts of Labrador and of Greenland,

but without discovering the northwest passage. Though the

disappointment was sensibly felt, yet English courage and

enterprise rose superior to disappointment. Sir Francis Sir Francis

Drake, so renowned in naval history, determined to sail round the*

round the world ; an undertaking hitherto achieved by uorlu-

Magellan only. Having successfully finished this formid

able voyage, and acquired an accurate and distinct con

ception of the commodities both of the east and west, he

inspirited his countrymen to bolder and more comprehen

sive schemes of naval and commercial -enterprise, than any

which they had hitherto attempted. The English had -formerly seen and acknowledged themselves far surpassed

in seamanship by the Flemings and Italians, and recently

by the Portuguese, who were the first for naval reputation

in the annals of history. They now rivalled that country

in its most splendid enterprise : and having rapidly risen

from inferiority to equality, they doubted not soon to

attain a striking superiority. Having confirmed their

skill, they felt their force ; and perceived that the sur

rounding ocean, so long neglected, was an Englishman's

element, on which he was destined to excel. They formed

a. notion eventually true, bold, and beneficial, that no

object attainable by human ability exerted in maritime

effort, is beyond the reach of English seamen ; a nautical



38 VIEW OF TUB

and commercial enthusiasm, therefore, diffused itself

through the country.First sveils ENGLISH adventurers, having hitherto confined their

tioru efforts to visiting foreign and remote regions, and satisfiedwith present discovery and traffic, had made no attempt to

form new settlements. Sir Humphry Gilbert, a gentleman

of ingenuity and learning, enthusiastic for discovery, pro

posed to conduct a colony to America ; and, having applied

to the queen, obtained the first charter for a colonial estab

lishment." The charter authorized him to discover and

take possession of all 'remote and barbarous lands unoccu

pied by any christian prince and people; vested in him

and his heirs the property of the soil of such countries,

with the legislative power, and the civil and criminal

jurisdiction over those who should settle in the new plan

tations. The laws and their administration Were to be

conformable to the polity of England, on which the new

colony was still to depend. Arbitrary as the powers thus

confirmed were, such was the spirit of adventure now pre

valent., that many agreed to conform to the conditions,

Walter and became Gilbert's associates. In his undertaking he

*"a'• Was assisted and accompanied by his half brother Walter

Raleigh, afterwards so renowned in political and literary

history. Two expeditions which Gilbert conducted to

Newfoundland and cape Breton ended disastrously. In

the last, the li-ader himself perished. The undaunted

spirit of Raleigh, not disappointed by this miscarriage,

projected ti new scheme of colonization. After procuring'

a similar charter from the queen, adopting his brother's

ideas, but avoiding his errors, he resolved to steer a much

more southern course, and also to send trusty officers to

explore the country, before he should attempt a settlement.

On their return they reported, that they had found in

southern latitudes a most beautiful country, distinguished

for fertility of soil, and mildness of climate; of which

they had taken possession in her majesty's name, and

called it Virginia, as a memorial that this happy discovery

had been made under a virgin queen. Raleigh accordingly

fitted out a squadron, and planted in that country the first

n Robertson's posthumous America, p S3.
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colony ever established by Englishmen. The new col

onists, however, in the eagerness of their search after the

precious mines with which they supposed the new world

in every part to abound, neglected the means of subsistence.

Being on the point of perishing with famine, they returned

to England. Raleigh made a second attempt to establish

a colony; but he and other patrons of the settlement being

called to defend their country against the invasion of

Philip, this colony also failed. Vigorous, beneficial, and Wise in

glorious as the administration of Elizabeth proved, it was J^™

not very favourable to schemes of doubtful and contingent qiicen.

advantage, or to what in modern mercantile language are

called speculations ; and plans of new establishments were

in her reign carried on at the expense and risk of indi

viduals. Besides, the wisdom and felicity of her internal

government promoted agriculture,° manufactures, com

merce, the means of subsistence, convenience, and comfort;

and as it bestowed security on her subjects for the enjoy

ment of their manifold advantages, was not favourable to

emigration. But though the first attempts to plant colonies

were unsuccessful, the spirit of colonization excited in the

reign of Elizabeth, continuing to prevail and increase

afterwards, produced in colonies most abundant sources of

British opulence and power. Eager as Elizabeth was for

the encouragement and extension of trade, in order to

cherish it in its infant state, she granted many monopolies ;

which, though probably necessary at the time, would, if they

had continued, have proved destructive to that commerce

they were intended to promote. p The principal companies

o \ law was. made in the fifth of Elizabeth, allowing Tor the first time the

exportation oi" corn. To this enactment, Cainden imputes the great improve

ment of agriculture.

p Our great commercial philosopher in a few words states the reasons for-

monopolies so clearly and strongly, and illustrates them by such apposite anulo-

Cics, as to present at one view the extent and bounds wnioh policy allows and

prescribes to trading corporations. " When," says lie," a company of mer

chants undertake, at their own risk and expense to establish a new trade with

same reropte and barbarous nation, it may not he unreasonable to incorporate

them into a joint stock company, and to grant them, in case of their success, a

monopoly of the trade fora certain number of yearn. It is ilu- easiest ainl most
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Commer- established by Elizabeth, were the Russian and the Turk-
(•];.'. conr

jiauics.
ish, and one which was destined far to surpass either inthe momentous interests that it involved. Near the close

of this long and illustrious reign, John Lancaster propos

ing to measure part of the course of sir Francis Drake,

undertook a trading expedition to India. A charter was

granted to the adventurers at whose expense the enterprise

Kut India was undertaken, and they were formed into a corporation,

under the name of the East India Company. The first

attempt by Englishmen to participate in the trade of India

being eminently successful, encouraged future adventurers.

Thus the reign of this princess very strongly and effectu

ally promoted agriculture, internal and foreign trade,

maritime skill and enterprise, the means of subsisting,

enriching, and aggrandizing the people intrusted to her care.

UNDER this extraordinary personage, nautical effort

was not merely encouraged as the means of opulence, but

of defence, of security, and of power. France, at this

time engaged in intestine wars by the bigoted frenzy of

furious religionists, and with all her resources possessing

scarcely any commerce, was totally deficient in naval force.

Philip, who included in his dominions the experienced

sailors of the Low Countries and of Italy ; the Spaniards,

who from their intercourse with the new world were

inured to nautical exertion and enterprise ; and by recent

usurpation, the Portuguese, who far surpassed all their

neighbours in naval fame, appeared undoubted master of

the ocean, and able to crush at a blow every opponent.

This mighty engine, which, if moved and directed by

wisdom and skill, would have been so efficient and formid

able, in the hands of bigotry, superstition and impolicy,

wns at once enormous and inert. Part, indeed, of the

machine, torn from the rest by tyranny, recoiled upon its

former owner. Philip's civil and ecclesiastical despotism

rendered the bold and skilful sailors of the Low Countries

eagerly hostile to a power which attempted to overwhelm

their rights and liberties. The gloomy zealot, enraged

against Elizabeth for protecting her own religion and that

of her people against his superstition; the imperious tyrant

enraged against Elizabeth as the protector of freemen who

durst vindicate their own rights, though contrary to a
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despot's will ; meditated a blow, by which he expected to

subjugate England, and to involve the country and it*

allies in civil and religious thraldom. For this purpose Spanish

he equipped the Armada, which he vainly fancied anddenominated Invincible. Elizabeth, in preparing and Kiiza-

strengthening a navy, had not been guided solely by the ^'Jj'"^'*"

general policy which dictated maritime force as the means magnanf-

of defence in insular situation; but having discovered the "" *'

purposes, motives, and plans of her most potent neighbour

and rival, she had recently directed her peculiar attention

to the increase of a fleet. In this pursuit, she was seconded Loyal and

by the efforts of her subjects, who were inspired with that enthudam

patriotic loyaltv, which the wisdom and virtues of a sov- pf her sub-
r " ice Is

ereign exerted for the public good, choosing ministers and

other executorial officers according to their fitness to pro

mote the national welfare, and actually effecting the ease

and happiness of the people, never fail to produce among

Englishmen. These dispositions, guided by private and Armada

individual skill, combining with armaments prepared by

her foresight and headed by commanders selected by her

sagacity, discomfited the operose equipment of her foe.

From that time, England became mistress of the ocean ;

her sailors thenceforward conceived themselves superior to ^ar'?. ,

1 Knglish

those of all other nations. The conception powerfully navy po»j

contributed to the attainment of reality. Since that time, amouilt.'

defeat, disaster, and disgrace, have never failed to follow

those who have presumed to brave England on her own

element. The same reign witnessed the first regular for

mation of an English navy, and its supremacy over all other

naval powers. So eminently and decidedly successful in

defensive effort, the English undertook repeated expedi

tions to the coasts of their enemies ; and though the issue

of them was not always, it was generally prosperous.

Spain was humbled, and England was exalted.

RESPECTING foreign politics, Elizabeth was placed in a Contineo.

situation of infinitely greater difficulty thau her father, -or l*J p°|lcy

any of her predecessors. Religious bigotry was the chief beth.

spring which moved the most powertul princes on the

continent ; their very ambition was subservient and

instrumental to their theological fanaticism. France,

instead of watching the motions and repressing the en-

Voi. I. G
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croachments of the house of Austria, devoted her

cipal attention to the persecution of heretics, and joined

in all the dark and nefarious designs of the pope, Spain,

and the emperor. According to the sentiments and

opinions of popish sovereigns and people, Elizabeth was

not the rightful sovereign of England, because she was

not approved of by an Italian priest. The legitimate

successor to the crown, according to popish interpretation,

was the queen of Scotland, a bigoted catholic, and a near

relation of the ablest and most ferocious champion of the

catholic league. Elizabeth was not, like her father, se

situated, as to trim the balance between the rival poten

tates of France and Austria, and to turn the scale accord

ing to her judgment or choice. Much more difficult

was her part, to secure the independence of her people,

and of others whose interests were closely connected with

theirs, against a general confederacy of priests and arbi

trary princes, of bigotry and despotism, bandied. in atro-

. rious barbarity, in order to disseminate articles of theo-

Supports logical belief. In the time of Henry VIII. England

pendencc showed she could maintain the balance of power. Under

Elizabeth, in -preserving that balance, England assumed

the character which she has, except in the reigns of the

Stuarts, ever since maintained, of supporting the rights

and independence of Europe against the powerful dis

turbers of its tranquillity. Such was the relation In

which Elizabeth stood to foreign countries. Too vigorous

in understanding and profound in wisdom to be a bigot,

or to estimate modes of faith by any othc-r test than their

ccnduciveness to private and public welfare, in her choice

of religion she was guided by prudent policy, founded in

her own situation, and the sentiments and interests of the

greater part of her people." It was expedient that she

should be at the head of the protestants. Fortunately, in

the two countries, more contiguous to her kingdom, and

of which the sovereigns, both from joint and separate

motives, were well disposed to give her disturbance, the

number of protestants was very great ; so as in France to

afford sufficient employment to the popish combination at

home, and in Scotland to be fully established, and totally

q Sec Hume's account of Elizabeth's reasons for reestablishing the protes-

•fknt religion, vol. v. p. 5.
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paramount to the party which from theological sympathy

was favoured by the sovereign. So thoroughly wise and

prudent was Elizabeth, that for twenty-nine years she

discomfited all the designs and conspiracies of popish 'devotees against her person and kingdom ; supported the

protestants in France, Germany, and the Low Countries *

and furious, implacable, and savage, as was the hatred of

the confederate princes to every supporter of the pro-

testant cause, and above all to Elizabeth, she never invol

ved herself in hostilities ; but when the aggressive invasion

of Philip rendered war unavoidable, she showed that the

same wisdom and strength of mind which had maintained

peace so beneficial to rising industry and commerce, could

carry on war with effect when necessary for the security

of her country. In her latter years, policy as well as Security

kindred genius, and wisdom allied her to the illustrious of Ki'iia^1

Henry of France. The catholic league being now broken, fceth's

and the power of Philip reduced, there being no longer a

popish pretender to the crown, the chief difficulties of

both her internal and foreign relations ceased; and the

queen and country, which in such trying circumstances

had arisen to a pitch of high importance, were regarded

by foreign states with an admiration that never before had

been so universally bestowed upon the efforts of England. Ecclesias,

IN her ecclesiastical conduct and establishments, Eliz- "^{ c^".

abeth, guided by policy, and not stimulated by bigotry, was li»hm«ntai

usually moderate, but on certain occasions led to acts of

intolerance. As long as the Roman catholics confined

themselves to their own theological doctrines, and did not

disturb her government, she permitted them to enjoy

their opinions without molestation ; but when she found

them engaged in conspiracies against her life, she and her

parliament enacted very severe laws respecting a system

of faith producing plots for treason and assassination.

These laws, though intended chiefly to operate for the

discouragement of popery, afterwards applied to other

dissenters from the established church. A sect was now

rising in England, composed of those who thought the

reform as established by Edward and restored by Eliz

abeth inadequate to the corruptions of the church, and

who, professing to seek a greater degree of purity, were
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Par-Hans, thence called Puritans. Beginning to seek civil as well

as ecclesiastical liberty, they were by no means agreeable

to Elizabeth, whose notions of kingly prerogative, being

formed when the power of the crown, from the depression

of the aristocracy and before the elevation of the com-

^nons, was so predominant, were extremely lofty. For

the repression of puritanical doctrines, she established the

court of ecclesiastical commission ; a most arbitrary tri

bunal, which, in the powers vested, the jurisdiction con

ferred, the modes of process established, and the punish

ments prescribed, was not less iniquitous 'than the popish

inquisition, though, from the wise moderation of Elizabeth,

much more mildly exercised than by a Philip or an Alva.

Elizabeth's IN her government, Elizabeth, like all the princes of

tuafjy0"i *he house of Tudor, was extremely absolute. A spirit of

friwidiy to liberty, however, had begun to rise, which, though fos

tered by the wise and beneficial conduct of Elizabeth, was

certainly not intended by her to be cherished. The

industry and enterprise which she encouraged and pro

moted, diffused property among the commons ; that pro

perty nourished independence, and joined with advancing

reason and knowledge in disseminating a spirit of freedom.

The government, however, of the queen, though, impe

rious, yet generally lenient, did not irritate this new spirit

Popular by particular acts of oppression, tyranny, or cruelly. Her

«iul'pe™ conduct, steadily and wisely directed to the interests of

sonal au- her people, rendered her extremely popular. Her man-

thoritr. . i • • • « i i- ' ,
ners, engaging and insinuating, increased the attachmentof her people. From her character and situation, the

greater number of her subjects considered her welfare as

identified with their own. The most strenuous votaries

of liberty were the most inimical to popery, against the

approaches of which they considered Elizabeth as the

strongi-st bulwark. From attachment to a sovereign in

whom they experienced so many excellencies, and also

from awe of so very resolute and intrtpid a character, they

yielded a submission to the authority of Elizabeth, which

they by no means thought due to the mandates of kingly

power.

Lit(!raijJ« THE literature which Elizabeth encouraged, tended

7.abe*." also to promote the spirit of freedom. The writers of
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Greece and Rome, inculcating so strongly and impres

sively the principles and sentiments of liberty, were now

very generally read among the higher and middling ranks*

Genius, no longer fettered by priestly enactments, soared

aloft ; and though not immediately directed to political

discussion, yet by enlightening and invigorating men's

minds, prepared them for just notions respecting their

rights, and bold and manly conduct in asserting their liber

ties. The reign of Elizabeth, though like her father's

manifestly arbitrary, has in its ultimate tendency and

effects, proved favourable to freedom. Thus in the vari

ous constituents of internal prosperity and happiness, and ' «

in estimation and importance among foreign powers, Eng

land never made such advances as under the very long but

much more glorious reign of Elizabeth. Considered as a Result of

rational being, placed in authority and intrusted with the

government of mankind, examined according to the cir

cumstances of her situation, the duties required, her dis

charge of those duties, and the result in the condition in

which she FOUND AND LEFT her subjects, (the true crite

rion of a ruler's ability or weakness as a SOVEREIGN/ no

prince that ever filled a throne surpassed Elizabeth.

DIFFERENT as was the character of James from that Jame'si.

of his illustrious predecessor, his reign was in many" res

pects conducive to industry, commerce, and the internal

prosperity of the kingdom, though it generated disputes

which were eventually productive of the most fatal conclu-

sionsi Endued with scholastic learning and pedantry,

fitter for being a Latin lecturer on controversial divinity

in a sequestered college, than for being the ruler of a

great, bold, and enterprising nation, James possessed two

qualities often resulting from literary seclusion : he was

extremely indolent, and extremely timid ; and therefore a

lover of peace. The pursuits of his subjects rendered his

pacific character beneficial.

THE spirit of industry, adventure, and trade, being

uninterrupted by foreign wars, greatly increased in the

prosperity

r This is the light in which the expanded mind of Hume considers our

illustrious queen; disregarding such tbibU-s, as, though they mijjlu mark n part

«f her charaeter, did not interfere with her administration" of affairs, powerful.

irtmsUnt, 3F,,i successful promotion of tbo public goad.
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reign of James. The traffic with the East Indies was now

entirely established, the stock of the company was consi

derably enlarged, and its profits became every year more

extensive. The trade of Turkey was advantageous ; a

lucrative commerce was opened with Spain, and the mer

cantile intercourse with Russia and other northern coun

tries increased in productiveness. The export trade greatly

surpassed the import, which, though no certain criterion

of a flourishing commerce," proved that English commo

dities were numerous and valuable. James perceived the

hurtful tendency of monopolies, and considerably lessened

their number and importance. Manufactures advanced hi

a similar proportion, and especially woolen commodities.

/ The king eagerly promoted English cloths, and labouredto prevent the exportation of raw materials, to be manu

factured in foreign countries for English consumption.'

Hnntntion IN a commercial view, this reign was chiefly distin-

af oglomus. gushed by the colonies which were planted, and estab

lished on principles the most beneficial of any recorded in

the history of colonization. The pacific disposition and

conduct of James were favourable to new plantations.

The planters were not interrupted in their settlements by

foreign enemies, and the force sent for their establish

ment was not obliged to be recalled for the defence of the

mother country. Bold and enterprising adventurers, who

languished in inaction during the. peace,- found in colonial

projects a new field for active exertion. A most strenu

ous promoter of plantations was Richard Hackluyt, emi

nent for commercial and nautical knowledge. That he

might stimulate his countrymen to new efforts, this expe

rienced navigator published a collection of voyages and

discoveries made by Englishmen : he comprehended the

proper objects of inquiry and research concerning new

countries, understood the fresh information that arrived,

and saw to what purpose it might be most usefully applied.

In the last year of Elizabeth, by Hackluyt's suggestion,

Gosnold undertook a voyage to America, and pursued a

direct and middle course between the northern route ol sir

s See Wealth of Nations; nn'l the inurqnis of l.ansilovvu'i speech, on the

commercial treaty with France, in answering liisKoji Watson. t Jiuinc, *oi.

v. p. t6. and 185. r r
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Humphrey Gilbert, and the southern circuit of sir Walter

Raleigh. Gosnold having reached a country called Mas

sachusetts Bay, coasted to the southwest, landed on the

continent, traded with its inhabitants, and having ascer

tained the fertility of the country, returned to England.

Having learned these particulars, he combined them with

what was before known concerning Virginia ; and, after

consulting with other men of ability and enterprise, pro

posed an association for establishing colonies in America.

The king, being petitioned, sanctioned the project with his

authority. Informed of the extent, and in some degree of

the value, of the American lands, he divided into two

districts the portion of the continent which he intended to

plant: the first to be called, the South Colony of Virginia;

the second the North Colony of New England. The pro

jected plantations were intrusted to the care of exclusive

companies ; a system conducive to the protection of infant

colonies ; though adverse to the prosperity of settlements

arrived at mature vigour. Associated under the name of

the London Company, Hackluyt and others received a

grant of lands, and were authorized to settle a colony in

Virginia. Several gentlemen and merchants of the west

of England, incorporated under the name of the Plymouth

Company, obtained a similar grant and authority for colo

nising New England. On each were bestowed charters,

which, though inconsistent with the enlightened and gene

rous spirit of liberty that since has prevailed in this coun

try, were by no means deficient in security to property,

and encouragement to industry. The southern colony

was first established in the early part of James's reign.

Having left their country before the disputes between

kingly prerogative and popular privilege were publicly

agitated, the new planters carried with them notions,

opinions and sentiments, favourable to the church and

monarchy, and transmitted them to their posterity.

THE first attempt to colonise the north proved unsuc- Germs ui

cessful, nor was the settlement finally effected till near the rcP."bl'-.

7 f - r cninsm m

end of the reign, when great dissensions began to prevail. New En^

The planters of New England were chiefly men, who, dis- gan '

contented with the established church and monarchy, sought

for freedom in the wilds of America. Afterwards receiv-
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ing accessions of voluntary exiles from the persecutions

of narrow and impolitic bigotry, they formed a colony,

which was inimical to kings and bishops, and preserved

that character to the present age.

DIFFERING in pursuit from the Spanish conquerors of

the New World, the English settlers sought and acquired

property, not from the bowels of the earth, but from the

surface of the soil, and the bounties of the ocean liberally

rewarded the efforts of active and enterprising industry.

The spirit of their institutions joined with the productive

ness of their situation in rapidly promoting colonial

prosperity.Settlement To the policy of James, the nation is indebted for the

oi Ireland. reguiation of Ireland. His measures amended and secured

the tenure of property, established the administration of

justice, stimulated industry and the arts, and constituted

an important branch in the progressive improvement of

the British dominions.

Continen- %*> his intercourse with foreign nations, this king was

ta.i,i)ilnc)- far from preserving to his country that weight and consi-

Ot .'Uiues, ... " .

tii.j'l,iiut deration which his predecessors hnd acquired. Though

not hurtiul. t1ie feelj1e amj 1nactive hands of the English sovereignwere not qualified to hold the balance of Europe, yet the

state of affairs rendered his inertness safe to his own coun

try, and not injurious to the independence. of other nations.

Favoured Henry IV. had harmonized his kingdom, lately so dis-

of Europe! cordant ; and turned to arts and industry those bold and

active spirits that had been recently actuateu by religious

frenzy, and rendered France a sufficient counterpoise for

the unwieldly greatness of Spain. After the death of her

renowned monarch, from her own strength, and the ability

of her minister, she fully maintained her weight in the

scale. The conquest of the Palatinate, deemed so dis

graceful to James, was too distant an event to affect the

political interests of England, and the forbearance of the

king might be justified upon principles of prudent policy.

But as his motives were presumed to be his constitutional

and habitual indolence and timidity, his conduct was ex

posed to mortifying contempt. He almost daily was trying

treaties to obtain the reestablishment of the elector, but

without displaying that firmness and force which most
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effectually promote English negotiations for repressing

ambition.

In the political government of his kingdom several

errors of the understanding, and weaknesses rather than

vices of the heart, combined with the circumstances of the

times, and produced dissatisfaction and discontent very

troublesome to himself, and fatal to his son. James enter- Lofty ideas

tu'med lofty ideas of kingly prerogative, totally incompati- ^lrerosa-

ble with the real purpose of any delegated trust, and much

beyond the limits prescribed by our fundamental laws, but

perfectly conformable to the practice of the house of

Tudor. He did not perceive the great difference of the

case, both as to the characters of the princes, and the

opinion and power of the subjects. The Tudors were nnsuitable

more fitted to secure submission by cool, stern, and deter-

mined policy ; to terrify resistance by energetic, though character

. . j • i i • • • andestima-

capricious and violent command ; or to exact obedience, tion,

and ensure compliance, through the awe, veneration, and

attachment entertained by subjects for the magnanimity,

wisdom, and patriotism of the sovereign. A great class

of men had now arisen, not only disposed, but able to

question any branch ot the asserted prerogative, which

they considered as unnecessary or injurious to the only

legitimate object of government. In his disposition and

administration James was neither tyrannical nor imperious,

but delighting in discourse and speculative dissertation,

he talked much more about the divine right of kings, than

all the princes of the house of Tudor, who had contented

themselves with exercising absolute dominion without

searching into political metaphysics. James provoked and und totto

accelerated discussions about prerogative, to which the f™,^t"of

commons were already sufficiently prone, and which his liberty

indolent, irresolute, and timid character farther encour- wiiijuoB*.

aged. The king's theology concurred with his political

sentiments in promoting discontent. From the study of

polemic divinity, he was, the sincere votary of the high

church doctrines, and a zealous advocate of hierarchy.

The strenuous friends of liberty were inimical to popery,

which they accused the king of regarding too favourably.

His refusal to reduce the power of the high commission

court, whilst he granted every indulgence to eatholics,

VOL. I. H
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being construed into a predilection for the Romish doc

trines, and n hatred of the puritans, exasperated the spU

fit of liberty, already so strong in the commons. Another

feature in the king's character, by helping to disgust his

subjects, conduced to the depression of the kingly name:

his indiscreet and boundless attachment to frivolous and

contemptible favourites ; and the promotion of the minions

of his childish fondness, to offices for which they w-ere to

tally unfit. The people very naturally and reasonably

concluded, that a person can prove no divine right to go

vern a kingdom, who showed himself so very deficient

in wisdom, as in choosing a minister of state, to consider

merely personal graces, and courtly manners. Contending

with such a prince, the commons were both emboldened

and empowered to show him, that absolute power had no

longer subsisted in England ; that they were prepared to

vindicate the rights and liberties of freemen ; and that his

boasting claims would only challengfe stronger confutation,

and his eag«r but feeble opposition produce farther demands.

Absurd and extravagant as their theological cant and pre

tensions might be, the puritans were hitherto actuated by

an elevated and noble spirit of civil and political freedom,

which every Briton who justly appreciates the blessings of

the present constitution must acknowledge with veneration

and gratitude. Their talents and conduct were well fitted

for promoting the attainment of liberty ; they proceeded

cautiously and gradually, and enlarged their views, and

systematized their plans, as their cause became popular

and the opposite obnoxious. The king employed rash

and violent letters and speeches," to which they opposed

prudent, vigorous and decisive conduct. The course o£

between contest produced the celebrated manifesto in which the

aiulcoin. commons of England first boldly, openly, and precisely

mom, declared, that the representatives of the people held cer

tain liberties, franchises, and privileges, not as grants of

the king, but as the rights of freeborn Englishmen.

Though Jnmes expressed great rage against the contents

and authors of this paper, yet he was afterwards obliged

to court his parliament, to gratify them by passing seve

ral popular laws, and by bis concessions to acknowledge

a lee Hame'i History, >nl Ui. p. 311.
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king's, and arising from the strength of the people. The Commons

latter end of James's reign is a most important epoch in Jf,etr

the constitutional history of England, as then first the "s'''1-

commons proved their own force.

JAMES educated and formed his son, Charles, in the Charles I.

same political and theological sentiments and doctrines

which he had himself maintained, professed, and incul

cated. Notwithstanding his ownexperience ofthe change of

public opinion and of political power, he had taken no pains

to model the prince according to the present dipositions

and character of the people whom he was destined to gov- trea(lj ;„

ern. . Young Charles very naturally imbibed his father's l"a fi«iher'«

instructions, and conceived the kingly prerogative to be

such as James represented and argued, and as Elizabeth

had exercised. Sincere in his profession, this prince was ^ 8ine(?re

a zealous votary of the high church ; directed in his opi- a"d zealous

nions and doctrines by prelates, and especially by Laud, man.

he was confirmed in his notions of the divine right of

kings, and the inseparable connexion between episcopacy and

monarchy. With such principles and sentiments, so very

contrary to those of a great, powerful, and increasing body

of his countrymen, on the death of his father, Charles

mounted the throne.

THE unlimited power of Buckingham, James's minion, claims and

baring overborne the pacific maxims of the king, and J^**L

involved him ia hostilities with Spain, Charles at his acces- mom.

sion found himself engaged in a war. As the contest was

professedly popular, he reasonably expected the support of

his people and parliament; but the supplies voted were

very inadequate to the expenses requisite for the arduous

undertaking. The leaders of the commons determined to

persevere in the establishment of a free constitution, con

sidered the necessities of the prince as conducive to their

purpose, and resolved to grant no subsidies without a

redress of grievances, and concessions favourable to civil

liberty. Amiable and affectionate, Charles was warm and

steady in his attachments, though not proportionably judi

cious in the selection of objects. Thence he had maintained

Buckingham in the high favour and trust little deserved

by his talents and virtues, and obnoxious to the parliament
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and public. He not only protected this minister against

the just resentment of the commons, but, instigated by his

councils, he adopted iniquitous measures for extorting

loans, and invading the property of Englishmen without

their own consent. A series of acts, flagrantly violating the

privileges of Englishmen, alarmed and roused the commons.

Petition of OPPOSING firm and profound wisdom to the desultory

"g u' and illegal oppression of the court, their strong, discri

minating, and bold remonstrance procured, in the petition

of right, a demarkation of the limits by which liberty and

property were secured. Notwithstanding the king's en

gagement, incurred by his consent to the petition of right,

he for many years continued regularly and systematically

to transgress the established laws of England ; to imprison,

fine, and corporally punish men, without the judgment of

their peers ; to deprive them of their property, and com

pel them to pay subsidies without the consent of their

illegal and representatives ; and by manifold unconstitutional, lawless,

^"ji^"" and* tyrannical acts, to oppress his subjects." Virtuous

Unions. in his domestic and private life, Charles, in relation to his

kingdom, disregarded justice, and the rights of the people?

as much as if ht; had been wicked and tyrannical.

Chiefin- His chief instruments of oppression were the star

of oppri-s* chamber, which subjected liberty and property to the privy

«imi, tla- council, instead of the peers of the accused ; and the high

sfur cham- ' ..',..... ,

her, and court ot commission, subjecting liberty, property, an«

oicomm'i* "'e' to an arbitrary body, also not constituted of the

sion. defendant's peers. Though these tribunals subsisted in

the time of Elizabeth, they were not only contrary to the

great charter and other fundamental laws of England, but

totally inconsistent with the principal clauses of the petition

of right, as admitted by Charles himself. The chief

agents in this oppressive violation of the constitution were

and Laud. Strafford and Laud. The vigorous ability and stern im-

periousness of the one, and the narrow bigotry and

priestly tyranny of the other, instigating the pliant Charles,

produced iniquitous judgments and punishments, and

unconstitutionally extorted money by arbitrary violence,

but eventually hastened the vindication of rightful liberty.

X Sc« Hume's History, vol. v. chap. S3. ' • . • * . • «rf
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monies, though in itself merely laughable, yet indicating

a predilection for popery, added to the alarm of the

reforming party, and their impatience under the lawless

acts of this domineering ecclesiastic.*

THE usurpations of Charles and his ministers were,des- Series of

lined to have a speedy end. Goaded by oppression, JJi'™^™

liberty rushed forward with an overpowering force, aistance.

Hampden, with manly breast resisting exaction unauthor- Hampden.

ized by the law, roused the votaries of freedom through

the nation. Charles's unbounded love of liturgy, excited

from the north fresh enemies to his administration. Ne

cessitated to call a parliament, the unhappy prince found Meetiag*t

that the members brought with them a much stronger spirit j^'"~

of opposition and resistance than had prevailed among

their predecessors. In their very first acts they boldly Claims of

showed, that the commons of England were determined the com"

' mons.

not only to restrain, but to abolish iniquitous tribunals,

however sanctioned by precedent ; to punish tyrannical

violators of the rights of the people, however supported

by court favour ; and to enforce the redress of grievances

in church, and state. So far as these votaries of freedom First pro-

intended to limit the boundaries of kingly power according "j^J^^

to its legitimate object, the public good, and to prevent a manly as-

. . r i • i r . sertion of

repetition ot tyranny, their purpose was beneficent, patn- tilcir

•tic, and meritorious. The legislative and political trans- r'gh£s-

actions of this memorable parliament, during the first

period of its operations, entitle its members to the highest

praise and gratitude from the lovers of liberty, and all the

mbjects of the British constitution. These intrepid vota

ries of freedom, these resolute opponents of kingly and

priestly tyranny, saved their country from civil and eccle

siastical thraldom, which Charles's priests and ministers

were so rapidly imposing. Had it not been for them,

England, like France, would have been a simple despo

tism, subjecting the rights and happiness of a whole

people to the arbitrary will and caprice of a single

individual.

v See Hume* account of the couiecratiou »{ St. Catharine's church, by

hunl, v«) v. p. i7S.
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Spirit of WITH this generous zeal for liberty, was joined a

become* repugnance to all authority, however salutary and cxpe-

dient; a spirit of demotratical and puritanical enthusiasm,

seeking to level all ranks and distinctions, however neces

sary to the stability and well-being of society. Actuated

by these principles and sentiments, the opponents of the

king did not rest satisfied with measures and acts which

restrained the monarchical and clerical power from being

oppressive and tyrannical. No sooner had they accom

plished that important and valuable purpose, than they

proceeded to reductions preventing them from being active,

Commons efficient, and useful ; and alter their first year, the parlia-

a«t repub- ment (especially the commons) became turbulent and

fiean. republican. In resisting ship money, abolishing the star

chamber and high court of commission, circumscribing

executive power within the bounds of law and the rights

and welfare of the people, the commons were the pro

tecting guardians of British liberty ; but when, in their

second year, they sought and attempted to grasp the chief

provinces of the exeoutorial power, they became enemies

o! the constitution. In their judicial proceedings, the

popular leaders, patriotically and justly attacked the coun

sellors and ministers of tyranny ; but in the mode of pro-

Tynmti- secutiogand trying Stratford and Laud, the accusers chaTg-

entioiis*of lt*S' anc^ 'ke judges admitting, acts to be treason, which

Straiibni were not treason bv the law of the land, both commons
and Laud. • ,. , , ,.and peers were guilty of much greater and more irreparabletyranny, than any against which they had so properly and

strongly remonstrated. From their meeting in 164O t»

the close of 1(l41, they vindicated and secured the consti

tutional and beneficial rights, privileges, and liberties of

English subjects : in 1642, they attacked no less constitu

tional and beneficial powers delegated for the national-good

lo an English king ; and demonstrated how natural it is

for wise and able men, ardent in pursuit of an object good.

within certain bounds, to transgress those limits; and after

having begun, with what was right, useful, and even necessary,

toend-in what is wrong, hurtiul, and pernicious. Notonljr-

the particular acts, but the general Conduct of the king,

during the first fourteen years of his reign, recoiled dread

fully on himself, and showed how dangerous it is lor Uie
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chief executive magistrate of a free people, by galling

pppression, to drive liberty to energetic resistance.

THE civil wars, and their dismal catastrophe in regi- civil ware.

eide, democratic anarchy, and military despotism, mani- {^'"'Jj'jj*"

fest the direful effects of popular and prevalent enthusiasm, destroys

even though it may have originated in the noble spirit of m""^,^.

liberty. Lawless oppression drove a free, hold, and gen- andtermi-

crous people, to defensive efforts, at first lawful and gicide and

laudable.1 In their progress, their measures became ag- d™,!,'^^

gressive, and in their success, levelled monarchy with the

dust ; and instead of rational and modified liberty,

established a boundless license, terminated by military

despotism.

LEFT to private enterprise, commerce increased and Advaneeof

flourished more than at any former period. The trade to ™"!'™';^c*

the East Indies and to Guinea became verv considerable, gatnn un-

The commerce to Turkey and the Mediterranean, was charle*.

also greatly enlarged. With Spain, inimical to Holland,

England now enjoyed almost the sole traffic. Under the

«ommonwealth, the prevalence of republican principles

engaged country gentlemen to bind their sons apprentices to

merchants, and commerce has ever since been more hon

ourable in England than in any other European kingdom.

Trade received great interruption from the civil wars ; but

nnder the republic and the protectorate, it revived with

augmented vigour. The war with the states general, car

ried on with sueh energy, distressed the commerce of the

Dutch, and promoted the trade of England, their only

formidable commercial rival. The exclusive companies,

which formerly confined trade, were never expressly abol

ished by any ordinance of parliament, during the common

wealth ; but as men paid no regard to the prerogative,

whence th?ie charters of these companies were derived, the

Monopoly was gradually invaded, and comaierce increased

by the increase of liberty."

z This opinion in sanctioned by the authority of Afr. Hume, vol. iv. n. IT.

Mr. Hume, indeed, though called* an apologist for the Stnurts. merely stntes-

il. conduet to be natural, u it hunt vindicating it ;;s ju- 1. or entitled to the • ,-b-

missive acquicscenee of their subjects. See the history nf those rri^i.s, pn^im :

on the other band, while be exposes Ihc evils oi political tauaticiam, he allow*.

ti'u i- f* be the saviours of Kng'lish liberty.

Sue Home's History of Kngland, vol. vi p. 333.
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Progress THE colonies also now afforded a considerable vent

•Set'VirlT ^or English merchandise. Virginia, strictly subject to an

n». exclusive corporation, experienced the various impedi

ments necessarily resulting from the selfish and monopo

lizing views of such companies ; but by the advantage of

its soil and climate triumphed over these obstacles. Its

colonists found it peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of

tobacco, a plant for which the relish was becoming very

general throughout Europe. The Virginians rendered

this their staple commodity. Having purchased some

negroes from a Dutch ship, which visited them Irom the

coast of Guinea, they found the natives of the torrid

zone, so much more capable of enduring fatigue under

a sultry climate than Europeans, that they afterwards

increased their number by continual importation.

NewEng- NEW ENGLAND received in the time of Charles I.

taat' numerous additions of emigrants, and increased in popu

lation and power. Paying little regard to the royal char

ter, by which they were first associated, these planters

considered themselves as a society voluntarily united ; and ,

choosing a constitution framed on the model of England,

they formed four colonies into confederated states, and

asserted that they should be bound by no laws to which

they themselves did not assent, and subject to no taxes

imposed in an assembly wherein they were not repre

sented. Within a few years of their plantation, the colo

nists of New England manifested the same spirit, and

vindicated the same rights, which a century and a half

afterwards produced a refusal of British taxation, and

independence on the British crown. The coincidence of

their sentiments with those of the English republicans,

rendered the New Englanders particularly favoured under

the commonwealth. Unfettered in their industry and

pursuits, they grew in internal prosperity and strength,

and promoted the trade and navigation of the mother

country. To secure to Britain the commerce of her

rising colonies, as well as to extend her general trade,

nautical exertions, and naval power, was the great object

Navigation of the navigation act, the most important and memorable

of commercial statutes. This act, and subsequent regula

tions, originating in the same principle, but comprehending
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greater varieties of articles and details, secured to England

an exclusive commerce with her colonies ; and formed and

methodized the monopoly into a regular and complete

system. It farther, in imposing a necessity of employing

British sailors, very powerfully increased our best means

of security and defence. With trade, the naval force of

the kingdom improved. The ship money, so illegally

levied by Charles, was applied to the professed purpose.

The English fleet in his time was powerful, though not

employed in war. Cromwell, energetic and efficient in

every object which he pursued, had a navy, as well as an

army, superior to all his enemies.

DURING the reigns of both James and Charles, Eng- Sta*e of

land appeared to have almost totally forgotten the affairs

of the continent, though requiring her watchful attention.

Spain, under a succession of weak princes and incapable Decline of

ministers, was fast declining in power. The German rl!,'"of ""'

branch of the house of Austria was reduced and humilia- France,

ted by the heroic Gustavus, and his gallant Swedes. The

bold, vigorous, and intrepid Richelieu, operating upon the

French character, was fast raising his country in power

and energy. The great objects of that celebrated minister

were, to render the monarchy internally and externally

efficient. He proposed to effect these purposes, by sub

duing the Hugonots, frequently rebels against the estab

lished government; by humbling the princes and nobles,

who often opposed the power of the crown ; and by curb

ing the house of Austria, the chief enemy of French

greatness. His consummate ability, directing the councils

and efforts of his country, accomplished these object^ He

conquered the protestants, disconcerted and overcame the

grandees at home, and rendered France a monarchy en

tirely absolute. Abroad, he made very considerable pro

gress in his scheme of humbling the house of Austria. In

his time, France resumed her station, and was the most

powerful empire on the continent. Cardinal Mazarine,

succeeding Richelieu not only in his ministry but in his

designs, discomfited the factious princes and nobles, and

completed what Richelieu had so far advanced. Every

year aggrandized France, and reduced the power of Spain

and the emperor. The French generals and soldiers

VOL. I. I
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acquired daily a greater ascendant over the Spaniards.

Almost constantly victorious in a long war, and having

detached from her rival, by revolt, dominions so produc

tive, France was now become obviously and eminently

preponderant in the scale of Europe. Such was her

situation, when Oliver Cromwell became supreme director

« "po'ii'cy'of of English affairs. The character, efforts, and achieve-

uiiver ments of this renowned usurper commanded from foreign,

powers an admiration and deference bestowed on no Eng

lish ruler since the time of Elizabeth. The belligerent

nations saw, that England, directed and invigorated by

Cromwell, could give victory to whatever party he chose

to embrace. Each courted him with the most flattering

and humble solicitations. If Cromwell had thoroughly

understood and regarded the interests of his country, he

would have supported the declining fortunes of Spain,

against the dangerous ambition of France ; and preserved

the balance of power, on which the greatness and security

of England so much depended. Allured, however, by

the prospect of conquest and plunder among the Spanish

settlements in the New World, and their ships on the

intervening ocean, he threw his weight into the scale

which was already preponderant, and contributed his

powerful efforts to the exaltation of an empire most for

midable to England.

English FROM the time of the reformation, England had been

literature . .... . , . ,, , , . 7 „• r

and sci- eminently distinguished lor the very highest efforts or

literary genius. Among many writers more remarkable

for sublimity and force than beauty and elegance, she had

to boast a philosopher, whom Aristotle himself did not

surpass in extent of knowledge and depth of investigation,

in expansion of views, power of invention, and importance

of discovery; an epic poet, whom Homer did not excel in

sublimity, in pathos, and in force of character; a dramatic

poet, whom not any, nor all the illustrious xvriters for the

ancient stage, exceeded or equalled, in the knowledge or

exhibition of man. A very considerable degree of learn

ing was diffused, mingled with an incorrect taste, and

tinctured by either the superstitious bigotry, or the puri

tanical fanaticism, so generally prevalent. The predomi

nant enthusiasm formed characters great and energetic,

euce.
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but not pleasing and beneficial. Gloomy in its tenets,

visionary in its fancies, austere in its observances, and

dismal in its external appearance, it effected a very strik

ing change in the national manners ; but the alteration Manner*?

was only temporary. Doctrines and notions so totally

inconsistent with vigorous and distinguishing good sense ;

sentiments so contrary to humanity and liberality ; demea

nour so repugnant to frankness, sincerity, and candour, .could not be durable among Englishmen. The ferment

of passion cooled ; the frenzy of boundless innovation at

length gave way to sober reason and experience. Men

saw that the liberty which they had pursued beyond all

useful limits, had terminated in slavery ; they wished for

the reestablishment of a monarchy properly circumscribed:

favourable events seconded their desires, and with general

acclamation Charles II. was restored to the throne of his Re*torv

tiou.
ancestors.

DURING the period between the restoration and the

revolution, commerce and navigation rose to a pitch never

before known in the annals of England. The two Dutch

wars, by disturbing the trade of Holland, promoted the

trade of this island ; and the peace which prevailed during Rapid «d-,

tKe rest of Charles's reign, however censurable on political commerce

grounds, and however unfavourable in its ultimate effects am! ™vi'

to the balance of power and independence of Europe, under'

rapidly and powerfully contributed to the opulence of ^

England. Both the fortunes and views of mercantile

men were greatly enlarged. There were more merchants

on London 'change at the end of this time, worth ten

thousand pounds ;b than at the beginning, worth one

thousand. With riches, ideas of accommodation and

ornament diverged, manufactures were also very conside

rably improved. The general spirit of progressive indus

try was assisted by favourable incidents : the bigoted and

tyrannical impolicy of Lewis IV. revoked the edict of

Nantz, and drove from their country great numbers of

his most useful snbjects. He thereby furnished neigh

bouring states with arts and manufactures, and was pecu

liarly beneficial to England. The revenue rose with trade,

its various branches were much more accurately regulated,

fc Sec sir Jnsiali Child's Triof oliwM-vations'
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especially the customs,c the species of tax most connected

with commerce. The excise, tending so much more

effectually to prevent frauds, was improved, the principles

of finance began to be understood. Left chiefly to their

own industry and skill, the established colonies increased

in prosperity, and new settlements were either formed or

acquired.Extension NEW YORK and New Jersey were ceded by the Dutch;

rion°l°n"a" Pennsylvania and Carolina were planted; the first by qua-

kers, who fled from the persecutions to which, by the

intolerance of Charles's government, sectaries were expo

sed ; the second, by persons well affected to the king.

These carried to their respective settlements their politi

cal sentiments, and transmitted them to their posterity.

The persecutions also drove other emigrants to those

established colonies which coincided in their opinion.

Thus, from New Hampshire to South Carolina, the Ame

rican coast was colonised by England. The northern

settlements cherished a spirit of republicanism, the south

ern a spirit of monarchical loyalty. Rapidly prospering

under the system of polity that had been embraced, they

were adding proportionably to both the export and import

trade of the mother country. The shipping of England,

in twenty-eight years, was more than doubled :d James

and Charles both vigorously promoted the increase of a

navy, which, though misemployed fcy the corrupt and

pernicious policy of Charles, yet showed itself efficient

and fit for defending the country and her allies, whenever

the sceptre of England should be placed in hands both

able and disposed to wield it for the national good.Arbitrary CHARLES'S principles and schemes of government

conduet of • i * • . • • • * i i !•• i«i

Charles, were unquestionably inimical to civil and religious liber

ty; and though the bold and generous spirit of English

men prevented his designs from being fully accomplished,

yet many of his acts, even in England, were extremely

tyrannical. His arbitrary measures would have justified

a much more forcible resistance than they met ; and were,

probably, by the recent experience only of the miseries

of civil war, prevented from recoiling on himself. In

r Sec Wealth of Nations, vol. iii. p. S47.

'! See Davenant's Discourse un the Public Revenues.
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Scotland, the constant and regular plan, as well as the

particular acts of his government, merited and excited

abhorrence. His iniquitous conduct, at once unjust and Excite the

profligate, caused great but only temporary evil, while the £fp"rlia™

remedies which it suggested proved a durable good. His mentto

attacks on the liberty of the subject raised bulwarks of ury«n(?u~

defence of the strongest materials, to last many ages after lmP°rtaBt

he and his tyrannical efforts had perished for ever. His

formation and increase of a standing army gave rise to a

law, that a standing army was illegal, and made the na

tional force dependent on the guardians of national liberty ;

unjust and unwarrantable imprisonments produced the ha

beas corpus act, which completed the security of personal

liberty : the vigilant patriotism of the legislature abolished

military tenures ; the prerogatives of purveyance and pre

emption ; and the capital punishment of heretics. It

established triennial parliaments ; and the test and corpo

ration acts ; and enacted many other laws which improved

the security of liberty and property.

HOSTILE as was Charles to the freedom and rights of andtothe

the people, yet in his reign the constitution of England, momentum

in its progressive state, arrived at mature vigour; the true mcntofthr

balance between privilege and prerogative was established,

By the LAW, now ascertained and fixed, the people had

nearly as large a portion of liberty as was necessary to

their security and happiness ;e though fresh restrictions

were still wanting to ensure its operation, without inter

ruption from the pretended prerogatives of arbitrary prin

ces. The tyrannical proceedings of Charles formed the

opponents of his pretensions into a firm, well compacted,

and powerful body. By promulgating the doctrines of -

passive obedience, so contrary to the rights and liberties

of Englishmen, to common sense, and to common feeling,

the king, his ministers, and churchmen, united the suppor

ters of opposite sentiments, under the appellation of whigs ;

a name important and venerable, while it signifies cham

pions of constitutional freedom, without extending to inva

ders of the no less constitutional prerogatives of the crown.

Carrying their opposition to the measures and designs of

e Sec Biackstone's last chapter
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Danger of Charles farther than prudence admitted, the 1'riends of

premature freedom, in their discomfiture, near the close of the reign,

resistance. ,,,.,. . - , n- t i v r

and the death of magnanimous patriots on the scanold, left

to future votaries of liherty a warning lesson of the danger

of premature resistance, even in the best cause. The same

principles which influenced the internal government of

Charles, directed his foreign politics.

LEWIS XIV. was absolute and unlimited sovereign of

t'ie exter>sive, well compacted, and fertile empire of

tinental France, peopled with inhabitants, eminently ingenious,

" industrious, and energetic. Ardent, violent, and exces

sive in every pursuit, his subjects were devoted to the will

l)angcrons of their prince, and to the promotion of his glory. The

Downfall of the Spanish monarchy, and the triumphs of

the French arms, so gratifying to the national pride,

invigorated the military spirit of Frenchmen. Zealous

attachment to their young monarch, and the desire of

extending his greatness, stimulated and encouraged their

farther efforts. The resources of the country were exten

sive and increasing ; the armies were numerous, well

disciplined, and commanded by consummate generals.

The officers, in all the various ranks and gradations, were

prepared for their profession by regular and systematic

tuition, and thoroughly fitted for executing the plans of

their commanders, by the skilful and masterly performance

of every subordinate duty. Gay and dissipated in pri

vate life, they were in public service strict, vigilant, and

efficient. Military stores abounded, and nothing was

wanting to render the land force of France organized and

formidable. The rising spirit of navigation and trade ;

the maritime opportunities ; the example of their neigh

bours, so successful in acquiring opulence and strength

ening security ; stimulated France to navul effort. The

extension of commerce and navy became grand objects of

French policy, and made considerable advances. So

situated in the youthful vigour of his life, enterprising,

both ambitious and xrain, desirous of power for ostentatious

display as well as solid possession, Lewis had strong

incitements to attack and disturb his neighbours. The

enfeebled and exhausted princes of Austria were little able

to oppose this potent monarch. The whole continent was
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incapable of preserving the balance of power j England

only could hold the scale.

SKILFUL industry, possessing plenty of materials, State of

desires peace : the result of industry, skill, and materials, udrely to"

is property. War may be necessary for security ; but on the «°nti-

i " i • t • i nent-
any other ground, must, to a commercial nation, beunwise. As prospective policy guards against circuitous,

as well as direct aggression, it becomes the interest of an

industrious and mercantile community to watch the progress

of ambitious neighbours. Britain, flourishingand opulent,

had no inducement to offensive war, since continental acqui

sition could add nothing to her commerce and riches ; but

had frequently strong motives to resist the offensive wars

of her neighbours, to preserve the balance of power,

which if overturned, would endanger herself. The aggres

sive character of France, cooperating with her own cir

cumstances and situation, necessarily imposed upon Britain,

her most potent and efficient neighbour, the contrary charac

ter, of being for her own ultimate security the protector of

continental independence. Such has been the relation in

which from the reigns of Charles and of Lewis, the British

and French empires have stood to each other, and to the rest

of Europe. The arbitrary designs and profligate views of

Charles, united in driving him to the treacherous and fatal

policy of promoting, instead of opposing, the excessive

power and boundless ambition of France. Through Lewis,

he hoped to establish in England his favourite despotism

and policy, the engine of civil slavery. From Lewis, he

received the means of wallowing in debauchery : a king

of England betrayed his country for bribes from the king

of France, to be squandered on prostitutes, and worthless

minions ! From a combination of motives, unconstitutional

and profligate, Charles II. abandoned his duty to these

realms, joined with their most dangerous enemy, attacked

our protestant ally, and powerfully assisted in raising

France to such a pitch of dangerous greatness.

AVOIDING the gloomy austerity of the puritans, and Manners

influenced by the example of the king and court, English and lltera~

manners now ran into the opposite extreme of licentious

ness and profligacy. Many ingenious and able men fell

into infidelity, immorality, and impiety, and infected the

lure.
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Juucsli.

Foliy and

infatuHti'in

ofniscnn-

dnet. literature of the times. A relish for grossness and inde

cency mingled itself with composition the most witty,

humorous, and impressive, especially dramatic produc

tions. This alloy to very great literary excellence long con

tinued, until progressive refinement and delicacy removed

the abuse. Writers in the lighter kind of compositions,

who designed to exhibit the manners of the times, and

represent them truly, drew them much more minutely

than was necessary ; and more favourably than they

deserved. One writer, however though often chargeable

with the indelicacy of the times, often hasty and incorrect,

remains the third of English poets, and almost the first of

English critics. In higher departments of intellectual

effort, depending on general views of ethics and divinity,

on the investigation and comprehension of physical pheno

mena and their laws, English genius rose to great and

beneficial exertions ; talents and erudition supported natural

theology, christianity, and the protestant faith ; and from

these, inculcated religious and moral duty/ In the more

profound and abstruse studies of mathematics and nat

ural philosophy, several sages attained very high eminence.

One reaching the zenith of scientific discovery, invention

and deduction, equalled the very deepest and wisest philo

sophers of all ages or countries.

JAMES II. much inferior to his brother in talents, a

zealous, ardent, and priest-ridden bigot, considered the

supreme good of mankind to be a belief in the Romish

faith. Imperious, tyrannical, and cruel, contrary to the

most obvious observation of his own early and recent ex

perience, this prince conceived that Englishmen would

yield to any mandate which he, in the insolence of lawless

sway, should dare to offer. Arbitrary power was princi

pally desired by this infatuated and contemptible zealot, to

make converts in theology. Neither, like his brother,

treacherous or corrupt, though not without a sense of the

national honour, nor a jealousy of the power of France,

yet he sacrificed all considerations to his darling popery.

His priests and his rituals, his masses and his mummeries,

he preferred to the welfare of his people, and the security

f Mkrrow, Til'olsw, uinl other endnent clergymen.



STATE OF GREAT BRITAIN. w

of his throne. Uniting against him tories, churchmen,

parties and classes most zealous for monarchy, as well as

whigs and votaries of liberty ; his- conduct was more for

tunate for the country, than if less completely odious : it

facilitated the success of our glorious deliverer. The very

madness of this poor infatuated zealot was extremely be

neficial to his country, by withdrawing from him all confi

dence and support, and effecting a bloodless revolution, in

driving him from a throne, which he was totally unquali

fied to fill. His conduct brought the question between Cause and

liberty and prerogative to a crisis : it showed English principle

L- " L L L • r • • , of lh" re'

kings, that by abusing, for arbitrary and iniquitous purpo- volution,

aes, powers vested in them by the constitution to promote

the public good, they soon should have no prerogative to

exercise.

NECESSITY compelled a deviation from the rules of Kxtentand

hereditary succession to the throne of England; the same boin"ls of

, ,. thr change

necessity that dictated the exception, defined its bounds, in the suc-

The disqualification of James had arisen from his arbitrary uus!lloa-

principles and conduct, chiefly originating in popish doc

trines, and exercised to promote popish notions and gov

ernment. The next protestant successors not only pre

sumed, but known to be the enemies of civil and ecclcsiatical

tyranny, were substituted, on their agreeing to condiiiuns

necessary for the security of liberty and religion.

THE revolution having been thus produced, and the \vniima

terms prescribed on which the new sovereign was to reign, lU.

foreign politics became the most urgent consideration.

The overgrown power of Lewis rendered a confederation

of other states necessary for their joint and separate secu

rity. Having heroically defended and protected his coun

try from the unprovoked invasion and usurping ambition

of Lewis, William bent the principal force of his genius to

the repression of France. Much less efficacious in power,

and less splendid in character, than the monarch of Paris,

the stadtholder of the Hague had a more solid, forcible,

and inventive genius, creating and acquiring resource*

that rendered him ultimately equal to his foe. By deliver

ing his own country from impending thraldom to France,

William was enabled afterwards to effect the delivery of

England. His successful accomplishment of this momen-

VOL. I. K
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Confcde- tons object, produced the adoption by England of thatsys-

r*fy tern of foreign policy which the state of Europe required.

Fraiu-e for Blamable as were Charles and James in so many parts ot

^"ami'in-' their administration, yet they had both applied with great

de-pen- vigour and effect to the increase of the navv, and left to a
deuce of . •.

Kuropc. successor, seeking the real interest or his kingdom, a for

midable engine to be employed against the friend and allyFrench of their mischievous counsels. Lewis had acquired a con

siderable naval force, and was not without the hopes that

France would obtain by sea the same supremacy which she

had established by land. Some partial successes in the

beginning of the war against England, encouraged thiscrushed at expectation. But at length, exerting the full force of her

fleet, England, at La Hogue, crushed the navy of France;

and again taught her enemies that she was still to be mis

tress of the ocean. During the rest of the war, though

detached ships might be troublesome and vexatious, no

French fleet was powerful or formidable. The army which

Charles and James had levied and maintained for wicked

ends, under the guidance of William, was conducive to

salutary purposes. Inspired by the national spirit which

supported the protestant asssrters of their rights and liberty

against the popish tyrant, they performed feats of magnani

mous valour8 and discomfited all the invading projects of

the deposed tyrant. They could not prevent him from

perpetrating horrid cruelties, but they hindered his blood

thirsty murders from promoting his permanent interest.

They at length manifested to the world, that no person

proscribed by the choice of Englishmen, could attain do

minion over them by force. They also showed to their

French invaders, that an attempt to subjugate any part of

this island by a foreign power, must ultimately recoil on

the invaders. On the continent, the weakness and distrac

tions of the allies, and the immense land force of the ene-

tinentai my prevented the confederates from obtaininc complete

vnr« " .success ; but the efforts of William were strenuous andimportant. Without gaining splendid victory, he pre

vented consummate generals, numerous and disciplined

veterans ot the enemy, from obtaining any signal or mate-

g See defence of Londonderry, in Smollct's contimiution of Hume, vol. i

chap. 1. and the whole narrative, of the war iu Ireland.

con-
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rial advantage. Jarring parties, and treacherous conspi

racies, frequently disturbed the internal tranquillity of

William's reign ; but the greater number of his people,

awake to the national honour and interest, desired to pro

secute a war with vigour, which was necessary to repress

the ambition of France.

THE exertions of the nation and parliament to humble England

the foe of British independence, exhibited that combined efficient

magnanimity and wisdom, which bears great inconvenien- &?,"[h

ces, in order to repel much greater evils. They induced cncrouefr

Lewis to listen to much more reasonable terms of negotia- mentl

tion, than in the days of British supineness he had been

accustomed to dictate, and showed the direct tendency of

warlike strength and effort to produce peace to an intrepid

and mighty people. In the detail of battles, Lewis was

the conqueror; yet, in the result of success, prosperity,

and power, the ambitious and (imperious monarch of

France found, at the treaty of Rhyswick, his dictatorial

command limited and circumscribed. He there was taught,

that the most formidable foe of Gallic encroachment is

England. Deprived by a contest with Britain of that Folly of a

naval power which it had been one of the chief objects of ™*£|"g

his loner reign to raise and extend, France might have maritime

,i • . . i , • • !• power m

learned, that a nation which seeks maritime aggrandize- attacking

ment by warring against a nation much more powerful at ^{Jf^"^,,

sea than herself, onlv labours to defeat her own purpose, over-

., . . . '. ii- • • i- whelm all

From his continental successes, and his maritime disas- nrlvai op-

ters, Lewis might have learned, that while she directed

her principal attention to armies, France might gratify her

unbounded ambition ; but that her marine exertions to

cope with England, brought a reduction of her strength.

THE policy of France under her vainglorious despot

disturbing hei*.ieighbours, unjust in principles, and barba

rous in operation, was in its events ruinous to the country

which that despot governed. Fitted, from climate, soil,

situation, and the genius of her people, to acquire, enjoy,

and preserve riches, and all the comforts of life ; she, un

der the splendid but destructive domination of Lewis, ex

perienced poverty and misery. The wars occupied num

bers of the hands which the welfare of the people required

to have been employed in cultivating the ground. The
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imports of corn wanted to supply the deficiencies, were

intercepted by the naval armaments of her overpowering

enemy. Multitudes perished by famine. The pompous

pageantry of triumphant rejoicing for useless victory, could

not prevent the melancholy spectacles of wretches starving

with hunger. The impious strains of pretended gratitude,

attributing to the divinity the successes of unwise injus

tice, were followed by the groans of subjects dying in the

streets, because the infatuated ambition of their prince

preferred ruinous wars to beneficial peace. These, toge

ther with the depopulation of his kingdom by narrow bigo

try were among the glories of Lewis's aggressive policy.

By his external politics, he reduced the internal prosperity,

which the physical and moral resources of his country,

the talents and skill of his ministers, had so rapidly ad

vanced. The commercial and maritime improvements,

rising under the superintending wisdom of Colbert in their

salutary tendency to the happiness of the people, received

effectual checks from Lewis himself. This view ot" the

consequences of his wars might have taught that king, that

his projects led only to splendid misery. His apparent

moderation at Rhyswick afforded some grounds for expect

ing, that, for the future, h« would pursue a system more

wise and magnanimous, and would sacrifice the tinsel of

false glory to the real benefit of his country. But those

who fancied that the experienced errors of past counsels

and conduct would produce a change of object and princi

ple, gave him credit for a wisdom and greatness of mind

which he did not possess. His object continued the same,

he only varied the means : by a negotiation, and a disso

lution of the defensive confederacy, he sought that rapaci

ous encroachment, which he found to be no longer attain

able by force. The peace of Rhyswick was intended t»

facilitate the accession of a Bourbon prince to the throne

A French of Spain. Crafty in design, and dexterous in address,

nrise(fto arousi»g tb« allies by partition treaties, Lewis overreached

thcthrone the sounder and more vigorous understanding of William,

pam' and raising his grandson to be monarch of Spain, rendered

a kingdom, so long the rival, at length the appendage of

France. This new act of ambition, so dangerous to the
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independence of Europe, produced a new confederacy to

avert the danger by removing its cause.

THE overgrown dominion of France demanded an

expense unknown in the history of our wars, and very

heavily felt by the nation. To lessen the immediate bur

dens of the people, a scheme'was proposed, and adopted,

for answering a great part of the exigencies of war, by

anticipating the products of peace and prosperity. To English
• . I c • » c . , finance.

supply the deficiencies ot present income, sums were to be

borrowed, on the probable expectation that the finances

would increase in tranquillity and flourishing commerce,

and afford a surplus beyond the expenditure. The debts

contracted were to be guaranteed by the public faith, and

to be discharged from the public savings : hence first

arose, in England, the funding system. At its outset, the

national debt was incurred under an idea of certain and

even speedy liquidation. The security was chiefly an

assignment of specific taxes, which was supposed, by an

hypothetical calculation, sufficient to pay principle and

interest in a few years. A national bank was established, The bank

for extending the credit and security of government, and ej

for facilitating commercial intercourse and exchange. A

mercantile joint stock company was, with that view, incor

porated, under the name of the Batik of England. This

body, composed in 1694, advanced the sum of twelve

hundred thousand pounds, at eight per cent. constituting

their first capital, and repayable at the option of govern

ment in 1705 ; but the debts incurred both to that corpo

ration and other bodies and individuals, greatly increasing

during the war, a system of perpetual funding was deemed Funding

expedient. In 1697, the debts of Great Britain, funded *ystein'

and unfunded, amounted to 21,515,7421. 13s. ,S.];1. incum-

bering the productive industry of the country with an

annual burden ol nearly one million seven hundred thou

sand pounds for interest, at the rate of eight per cent. then

paid by government.

To this system of supplying national exigencies, several Argu-

strong objections were made. It was alleged, that the ag^i'u8t it..

incumbrance would be an oppressive weight upon produc

tive industry ; that it was a temporary prop to national

credit, which ought to be supported on the solid basis of
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economy ; that neither economy nor prudence justified the

contraction of certain and great debts, upon uncertain and

contingent means of repayment ; that by this mode, the

state resembled an improvident spendthrift, who, from his

prodigality, being unable to wait for the regular payment

of his revenue, and exceeding in expenditure the amount

of his income, was obliged to borrow on usurious terras,

and thus to impair his fortune. Enabled to borrow upon

extravagant interest, ministers -and princes would have

internally the means of corruption, and obtain by influence

what they coald not enforce by power. The restriction

imposed upon kingly prerogative, would be really una

vailing. The king might make wars, not conducive to

the defence or security of his people, and therefore inju

rious. The treasury, from borrowed money, affording

funds for bribery, might, in the hands of an artful and

corrupt minister, win a majority in parliament to support

pernicious measures of the crown. The facility of raising

money would incline and encourage the executive govern

ment to promote wars, and other expensive and useless

undertakings. All the funds for paying national debt

being transferable, and fluctuating in value, would intro

duce a system of stockjobbing, and withdraw capitals

from agriculture, manufacture, and commerce, to be

employed in speculations in the public funds. Instead of

seeking riches, as traders, by the progressive efforts of

industry and skill, many would become money-brokers

and gamblers. Individuals, without ability, beneficial

enterprise, and effort, would accumulate fortunes, from

the exorbitant profits allowed by government; and the

public would be empoverished in the same proportion. A

system of borrowing unnecessarily, like every other pecu

niary profusion, would increase by indulgence ; the debt

would not be temporary, as its authors asserted, but per

manent and progressive, until it ended in bankruptcy.

Such were the principal disadvantages which the adversaries

of the funding system anticipated 'from its adoption.1i

h See Smollett's History of William, passim. From various political wri

ting, us well as I lie histories of the times, this was generally the opinion of the

torics uini the hiinlcd interest, as thi' contrary was the opinion of the whigs and

moneyed interest, Kinuily to the lumtiin; system, thouph not necessarily con

nected vvilli tury priueinlcs, was, tVom extraneous circumstances^ a mark of

torvism.
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ITS supporters alleged, that the loans were not upon Argo-

the principles of a spendthrift, squandering without any ."lent**"'

prospect of return ; but in the true spirit of enlightened

merchants, diminishing the pressure of payments neces

sarily made for the attainment of beneficial objects. As a

merchant would, without hesitation, borrow money at a

great interest, by which he had a moral certainty of either

preventing a greater loss, or acquiring a greater gain ;

government borrowed, for the defence of the country

against the enemies of the constitution, and for the secu

rity of our national independence against Gallic ambition.

Agreeably to the soundest principles of mercantile policy,

the public, when straitened for ready money, had incurred

future and distant responsibilities, at seasons of more

convenient liquidation. The efforts made through the

loans, and which but for them would have been imprac

ticable, would extend the greatness, prosperity, and opu

lence of the country. The establishment of this system,

including the national bank, would revive and confirm

public credit, and extend circulation. Increasing currency

would, by competition, lower interest, enhance, the value

of land, promote the spirit of manufactures and commerce,

facilitate the annual supplies, and augment the means of

private wealth and public revenue.- The scheme would

attach the national creditors to the recent establishment,

from which the security of their loans was derived ; and

find, in the private interests of moneyed capitalists, a strong

bulwark against the house of Stuart: commercial men, a

class of subjects already numerous and important, ami

zealous supporters of a free government, would be firm

friends to the revolution.

As the funded system was an anticipating tax on future Impartial

and contingent, though probable industry, its efficiency v'cw'

towards the proposed discharge of debt, was necessarily to

depend upon the amount of that industry, and conse

quently on the existence or continuance of circumstances

favourable to its exertions. It was a burden upon future

effort, the disadvantages of which were immediately felt,

were pecuniary, and could be instantly appreciated by tho

most ordinary capacity. The advantages, commercial .

and political, could not be so obvious ; and to be under-
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stood, required extensive knowledge and enlarged compre

hension ; and, though understood, to be relished required

a wisdom and firmness which would encounter a smaller

but present and certain inconvenience, to attain greater

but more distant and eventual benefit. The new taxes

imposed tor liquidating the debt, were immediate deduc

tions from either the profits or enjoyments of the payer.

If the system was necessary, justice demanded that it

should be adopted no farther than the necessity required;

and that money borrowed on the national faith, to be paid

from the national industry, should be employed for the

national security, honour, and advantage. During the

peace, the debt contracted by government was, in four

years, reduced to sixteen millions, the reduction being

upwards oi five millions.!

Progress THE wars in which William was engaged, considerably

mercedu- distressed mercantile adventures, by the capture of their

rms;thia ships. Unable, after the battle of La Hogue, to meet the

English navy, France directed her chief maritime atten

tion to the annoyance of our commerce. These depre

dations, producing individual loss, and consequently

diminution of public revenue, caused great clamours

against government ; and the disaffected party represented

our trade as having greatly decayed in the time of William.

An impartial examination of commercial history leads to

an opposite conclusion. Lewis's attempts to destroy the

comni rce of England, liku those against her navy, recoiled

on himself. Precluded, during hostilities, from traffic

with France, the English began to seek from their own

industry manufactures, which before they had imported

from that country. Cut off from traffic with her southern

neighbours, she encouraged and stimulated the manufac

turing skill of the protestant refugees, whom the tolerating

spirit of William protected from the persecution of Lewis.

This liber.il and enlightened policy, cherishing such useful

preceptors, tended eventually to render the scholars supe

rior to their masters. Affording security to artisans, the

free constitution of England applied the strongest motivei

to the exertion of industry. France lost her exports of

/i Two millions of this sum were advuuord by the new F.nst India company,

constituted ill 165)8 : see Anderson's History of Commerce, vtil. U. p. 597-
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linen, by which before England had been chiefly supplied;

Various articles of hardware, her silk manufactures, and-

many other commodities, that these realms, taught to pre

pare for themselves, were soon able to furnish for other

nations. Though not without a share in the calamities of

war, the American colonies continued rapidly progressive

in prosperity. The West Indies were now cultivated in

the manner which rendered them most eminently lucrative.

Sugar occupied the chief care of the planters, though,

without excluding in the appropriate soils the cultivation

of other productions. Barbadoes and Jamaica, especially,

had obtained very great population and prosperity at this

period. The African and Turkish trade was considerably

extended ; the northern was risen in a still greater pro

portion, as William, from inclination, vicinity, and com

mand of the north seas,k was closely connected with the

northern powers. With Spain and Portugal, from political

as well as commercial relations, England enjoyed the

principal "share of commerce. Even in the East Indies,

notwithstanding the misconduct of the first company, and

its contest with its competitor, the mercantile spirit of

England overcame the disadvantages of a corporate mo

nopoly. The renovated and improved system of polity

which the revolution confirmed, secured property, and its

general operation promoted the spirit of commerce. The

acts, both for extending national and mercantile credit,

stimulated commercial adventure and enterprise, by facil

ity of accommodation, increase of currency, and an enlarge

ment of that confidence on which mercantile transactions

principally rest. The subsequent means for supporting

the bank, also tended to the unprecedented extension of

trade. Very favourable to the promotion of the same

object, was the principle of recoinage, adopted by Mon

tague, in the depreciated state of the existing coin. By

subjecting the public, and not individual holders of current

coins, to the loss accruing from the diminished weight, he

confirmed national credit. The recoinftge of silver, on

terms so liberal anil wise, was one of the most beneficial

measures by which commerce was advanced in William's

k See Andersou't History of Commerce, vol. ii.

VOL. I. L
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reign.1 In the four peaceful years of William's reign,

English commerce very far surpassed any former efforts

and success.

^ CONDUCIVE as the counsels and acts of this illustrious
^

prince were to the prosperity of England, there were

reasons, not destitute of plausibility, for imputing to him

partiality to his native country, whenever her interests and

those of his kingdoms came into competition. The Scottish

projects of establishing a colony on the isthmus of Daricn,

in order to trade with the South Sea from its western to

its eastern boundaries, having been first countenanced and

afterwards opposed by the king, his disapprobation of the

scheme was imputed to the jealousy of the Dutch. In

his continental politics, he was represented by the disaf

fected in England, as mindful chiefly of the interests of

the states general. According to detractors, English

blood and treasure were sacrificed for an ideal balance of

power, not necessary for the security of these islands.

English interference in continental polities might be useful

to the Dutch, but was hurtful to this country. Bending

our chief efforts to our navy, we, surrounded by the ocean,

could defend ourselves against all foreign attempts, and

therefore ought not to waste our strength in foreign dis

putes. The burden and expense of continental war were

owing either to the impolicy or injurious designs of

William. Such were the virIvs of the tories ; who, be

cause unfavourable to William individually and his

schemes, became inimical to the interference of Britain as

a principal party in the contests of the continent. The

whigs, friendly to William, and hostile to Lewis, whom

they deemed the great protector and abettor of arbitrary

1 The following remark by Mr. Anderson, after his acronnt of the sum

nibficribcd by (he second Kast India company, .strongly illustrates both the

increase and actual state of commerce at tin- conclusion of William's war.

"After so long, ami such an expensive war, which was now but just elided ;

wherein, nlso, there had been very grrat losses, hv captures of so many of our

rich merchant ships, it gave foreign nations a high ides of the wealth and grau*

dcur of England, to see two'millions sterling money subscribed for in three daj^

time, and had live book* b*!cli kept open longer, there were persons ready to

hate subscribed as much more ; for although, higher proofs have since appeared

of the great riches of the nation, because onr wealth is visibly and much increased

since that time, vet till then there had never been so illustrious nn instance ul

England's opulence. This, however, via undoubtedly owing, in a great mea

sure, to the illegal establishment of our free constitution, by the accession of

king William and queen Mary to the throne ; by which a Einu couiijeutc ia

the public frith was established cm a solid basis."
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power, ardently promoted the most active efforts of Britain

against France. These distinctive and opposite plans of

policy respecting the continent, commencing at the end of

the seventeenth century, lasted through the eighteenth.

Both parties have professed to seek security. The one

has deemed naval effort sufficient for guarding the British

isles against every danger ; the other, either more com

prehensive or more fanciful, has extended its vigilance

against contingent as well as impending danger ; and, for

that purpose, has promoted powerful continental efforts, as

the wise policy of Britain.

THE constitution of England, having been ascertained Pntitrof

at the commencement of William's reign, assumed nearly ^"^fbT

the same appearance which it has since worn. The doc- *!"•• nsvoiii.

trine of resistance to an executive magistrate, violating

our laws and constitution, was confirmed and exemplified

in awful practice. The laws having been before defined

with accurate precision, the power of dispensing with

them was for ever terminated. Prerogative was com

pletely circumscribed, that no king could of his own will

act contrary to the interests and liberties of his subjects.

From that time, if the counsels or measures of the sov

ereign were either arbitrary, or injurious to his people,

they must be so through the neglect of the people them

selves, or their chosen representatives in parliament ; and

not from any power lodged in the king. If the influence

of the crown and its ministers has ever produced noxious

measures since the revolution, the people must blame

themselves for appointing delegates, either not qualified,

or not disposed to promote the welfare of their country.

The people and parliament may, either immediately or

speedily, control and prevent .-very act of the crown

which they do not approve. The liberty, property, and ac-"ires lib-

life of a Briton cannot be invaded, but by his own act, p'eAy,Paraj

either through himself or his representatives. If, there- life'

fore, since the revolution, liberty, property, or life, has, in

any one instance, been unjustly attacked, the injustice is

chargeable to the whole body of the people, and 'not to

the existing polity. Increased in prosperity, the means

of subsistence, accommodation, and security ; in riches

and power; in invention, sagacity, enterprise; in aggre-
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Grand gate industry and skill; in physical resources, and th«

nation*?*' character of her inhabitants ; Britain brings undoubted

prosperity, evidence to show, that a system producing such a multi-

giory*'*" plicity of" advantages must be wise and good.

Aetofset- THE same modified principle of hereditary succession,

tlem«nt which had dictated the substitution of William and Mary

for the lineal monarch, on the death of the princess Anne's

son, suggested the act for setting the crown on the next pro-

testant heir. Princess Sophia, grand daughter of James I.,

was his nearest descendant, not disqualified for the ihrono

by the declared resolution and act of the English law

givers. The act of settlement was, a corollary from the

act of the convention parliament, which had settled the

crown in 1 089. The political doctrine established in both,

was simple and explicit : in the mixed monarchy and free

government of England, an hereditary line of princes is

the most expedient, and conducive ^o the tranquillity and

welfare of the people. But if the lineal heir, or even pos

sessor, be under disqualifications incompatible. with the

good of the nation, the next in the line, not disqualified,

s,hall succeed. These were the grounds on which Anne

ascended the throne, to the exclusion of her brother, the

sop and repre^entive of king James.

English FROM the revolution, and through the reign of William,the political parties were, in principles and objects, three.

I YVhig«; The first, the W.higs, who supported the new establishment

li ' .in the love of liberty, as well as enmity to popery and

the French influence. The whigs were inimical to the

extensive, power of the clergy, as incompatible with the

freedom which they adored. Their doctrines, civil and

ecclesiastical, were extremely disagreeable to those who

abetted passive obedience, either to the monarch and his

! . servants, or the church, its bishops, and its convocations.In theology, as well as politics, the whigs estimated the

importanqe of doctrines, by their tendency and effects upon

civil society, and little regarded the contentions of meta*physical divinity. Friendly to toleration, they reckoned

the criterion of its extent and bounds, political expediency;

and proposed, that all sects should be unmolested, who

did not disturb the public tranquillity, or the constitutional

rights of English subjects. They patrop.is.ed and encoui>
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aged the protestant dissenters, a very powerful body, and Dissenters;

firm friends to the revolution. On the side of the whigs,

many votaries of the church of England were ranged :

these were persons who venerated the 'established church,

as the promoter of true christian piety and morality ;'" but

who, not desirous of exalting either kingly or priestly

power beyond constitutional bounds, were denominated the «ud imr

low church. church'

THE second party consisted of the Tories, votaries of II. Tories;

passive obedience, and staunch supporters of the church.

These, being inimical to popery, thought the revolution

necessary for the preservation of the protestant religion,

3nd considered the popery of James and his son as the

sole reason for excluding them from the throne. The

tories reprobated the political doctrines of the whigs, and

the theological opinions of the dissenters ; and exalting the

pretensions of the priesthood, thereby acquired the denom

ination of high church. According to these, prophaneness and high

and impiety were the distinguishing characteristics of c "" '

William's reign, and were bringing the nation fast to

destruction."

THE third party was the Jacobites ; who though tories in. jaco-

in many of their principles and sentiments, exceeded them *"te*'

in the practical adoption of passive obedience, and main

tained the iniquity of resistance to the hereditary prince,

whatever his conduct might be, and sought the restoration

of James to the throne. The two former parties had

been alternately opponents to king William j but the whigs

bad most frequently supported his political measures.

The jacobites, from their principles and objects, had been

uniformly inimical to our deliverer, but varied their mode

of hostility according to circumstances. Sometimes they

tried rebellion, sometimes conspiracies ; but, finding their

treasonable efforts unsuccessful, during a great part of hia

reign, they confined their attempts to the diffusion of

discontent.

DIFFERENT as the three parties were, and in many AH concur

respects opposite, yet they concurred in supporting queen 1"^1^"

Anne. The church party knew that her majesty was a Allnc-

m To this cluss of whiffs, belonged Burnet, TilloUou, IIo;i(!lcy, and Addiaon.

* Si.- Pope's Kwpy on Criticism.
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sincere and zealous member of the church of England,

and trusted that she would support the ecclesiastical estab-

Respecthc lishment and doctrines : they expected, that, through her

and mo- protecting influence, the high church would triumph over

**"*' sectaries, schismatics, heretics, presbyterians, and whigs,over low churchmen and lukewarm friends of the hierar

chy. The jacobites, conceiving her majesty attached to

the hereditary line, hoped that, having no issue alive, she

would attempt and effect the restoration of the lineal heir.

Aware that the queen held her throne upon their princi

ples, the whigs doubted not that, from prudence and self-

interest, she would rest chiefly for support on the most

strenuous adversaries to the claim of the pretender. They

knew that Anne, a personage of very moderate intellects,

Mariiio- was entirely governed by the countess of Marlborough,

and through her, by the consummate talents of the earl;

and that the whig plans of policy were the most consonant

to the interests and views of this celebrated hero. Hav

ing succeeded to the crown with the favour of all the

jarring parties, Anne, on her first appearance in parlia

ment, declaring her sincere attachment to the church,

gratified the tories ; and testifying her resolution to main

tain the laws and liberties of her country and the protes-

tant succession, and her determination to adhere to the

counsels and engagements of William, satisfied the whigs.

England, again the protector of European independence,

and the provident guardian of her own security, went to

war with France, the encroaching disturber of Europe.

Confedera- The succession war originated in the same principles as

*^e former confederacy of William. Agreeing in the

necessity of hostilely opposing France, the tories wished

Britain to act only as an auxiliary ; but the whigs, if not

more patriotic in intention, at least more comprehensive in

view, saw that partial and secondary efforts from Britain

would not effectually answer the purpose of her interfer

ences : a mere maritime and defensive war would be only

a half measure, of short-sighted and inefficient policy.

The whigs succeeded, in procuring the adoption of their

plan to be carried into execution under a renowned gene

ral, now at the head of their party. The powerful efforts

«f the free states imparted to their allies a portion of their



STATE OF GREAT BRITAIN. .

spirit, as well as a considerable share of the manifold re

sources whicb liberty formed and nourished. The dis-

comfiture and destruction of his bravest troops whenever war'

they faced an Eugene or a Marlborough ; Turin, Ramil-

lies, and Blenheim ; the annihilation of his navy, and the

ruin of his commerce, under the resistless navy of Eng

land ; the impoverished state of his finances, and the

bitter miseries of his subjects ; afforded to the aged viola

tor of justice an awful lesson, that the wise policy of

France, fertile, strong, internally secure, improved and

improveable, is not, by disturbing her neighbours, to dis

tress and empoverish herself; but by peace, and the arts

which peace promotes among so ingenious a people, to

cultivate and extend her immense resources for her own

comfort and happiness. What peace had done for her Peace Ule

prosperity, war had as uniformly undone. The combina- esf dt'te'

tion begun, and long employed for maintaining the balance Vrauee.

«f power, and ensuring future exemption from disturbance,

had completely accomplished its object. But the confe

derates, in the exultation of victory, forgot the actual and

the only wise purpose of the war. Not contented with

the king's dereliction of Spain, they sought the subjuga

tion and dismemberment of France itself; disdained the

very ample and momentous concessions offered by Lewis,

under the dejection of continued defeat ; and drove him,

through indignation and despair, to efforts which in any

other circumstances he would have never attempted. His Mode***

people, enraged at the haughty and unrelenting severity of ^"."wise"

the confederates, and interested for the glory of their P°li)•'y-

monarch and the defence of their country, made exertions

that amazed both their enemies and themselves. The

impolitic refusal of victors to grant favourable terms to

foes defeated but not subdued, inspirited the vanquished,

and enabled them to make head against the combination,

until the jealousies incidental to such alliances, and other

favourable circumstances, produced its dissolution. The

confederates learned, when it was too late, that having in

decisive victory the means of concluding honourable and

advantageous peace, which would have fully effected the

wise and meritorious purposes of the war, they ought to

have embraced the propitious moment. Intestine divisions'
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had not then withdrawn the most efficient member of the

alliance. The intriguing artifices of an inferior court

servant,° the bigoted declamation of a hot headed zealot.'

had not displaced the first general of his time, or detached

England from a confederacy for preserving the balance of

power. If they had subdued Lewis as completely, as by

continuing the war they proposed, Britain and Holland, in

rendering Austria predominant, would have" totally over

turned the balance which' they had been fighting to estab

lish.9 The objections of the confederates, from a professed

doubt of the sincerity of the French sovereign, were by

no means consistent with the sagacity of that consummate

politician, who guided the counsels as well as led the armi

of the allies/ The penetration of Marlborough might

have seen the probability of the sincerity of Lewis, in his

situation and conduct. An interest, almost amounting to

necessity, rendered peace upon humiliating terms desirable,

in the ruinous and miserable state of the French kingdom.

The party which, in England, was supreme in power, could

have dictated a peace that would have fully separated

Spain from France ; repressed Bourbon ambition ; con

firmed the independence of Europe, the protestant succes

sion, and the security of Britain ; and obtained every

national object for embarking in the confederacy. If they

desired more, they desired too much. Prolongation of the

war, therefore, was unnecessary, and consequently unwise

and hurtful. In the changes of political rulers, extrava

gant concessions completed the evils of impolitic rigour.

The precipitate advances of the tories yielded to Lewis

infinitely more, than, when offered, the repulsive haughti

ness of the whigs had refused. The terms were far from

corresponding with the objects for which the war had been

undertaken ; and very unequal to the success with which

it had been attended, and the force which the allies still

possessed tor its%larther prosecution. But if the whigs

most justly and severely censured the peace of Utrecht,

impartial examiners must admit, that its evils might have

o Mrs. Manlinm. p Sachevercl. q Sec Somc-rrille's Hist

queen Anne, JJasam. Smoilct's History, IKIsMIa. r Sec l)r. Somc

wrwitit nf the negotiations at the Hupue in 1709; and :*t (.iLMtruydenb

inn. Cunningham's history ; also the Memoirs oS'Torcy, and the severa

tiator*.
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been prevented at the Hague, or Gertruydenburg. Ox

ford and Bolingbroke could not have concluded an inade

quate peace, unless Marlborough-had three years before

rejected conditions, not only adequate, but highly honour

able and advantageous for Britain and her allies.

THE parties, from which sprung this great diversity Parties bt.

in plans and measures of foreign politics, in their long 5°™^°''"

and violent contentions, became more determinate in their ate in their

principles, more definite in their character, more uniform and*ob^™

in their views, and more methodical in their plans, than Je(st"-

during the preceding reign. In the first years of Anne,

the lories, always much more agreeable to the real inclina

tions of the queen, were apparently superior in the house

of commons and nation. But the use which they made of

these advantages, manifested no great depth of policy, and

tended little to secure the continuance of their power. The

principal object of the tory majority in the first parliament

of queen Anne, was to promote high church doctrines, and

to restrict the dissenters. To effect their purpose, a cry

was raised, that the church was in danger.

THE prudence and expediency of exciting an alarm, Fluciua-

in order to secure political influence, depends, in a free p°j^,°o^

country, on the exact state of popular opinion. At "ion du- ^

the end of William's reign, when discontent had been so

studiously spread against the king, and all those whom he

favoured, many conscientious members of the church

really believed that conspiracies were forming by republi

cans and schismatics, to overthrow the ecclesiastical

establishment. To its well meaning votaries, the church

was then the chief subject of anxiety and alarm. But

though they were churchmen, they were Englishmen and

protestants ; and if they hated presbyterians much, they

hated Frenchmen and popery more. The war breaking

out, occupied their attention, and engaged their passions.

The grand and comprehensive scheme of operations pro

moted by the whigs, proved successful. If they regarded

the tories as the protectors of the church, they considered

the whigs as the vanquishers of our most inveterate

enemies. Their fears for the church were forgotten in the

triumphant joy for the glory of their country. Dissenters

were not the only enemies of the church. Conspiracies in

VOL. I<. M
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favour of the pretender, revived their fears of popery ;

and turned their favourable attention to those whom they

considered as the champions of the protestant succession,

The house of lords, averse to the bigotry and violence by

which the commons were actuated, strenuously opposed

their bill against occasional conformity, and other mea

sures of impassioned persecution, tending to oppress the

dissenters. Defeating these illiberal propositions, they

exhibited that moderation which so peculiarly becomes

the intermediate body, that the constitution intends to

hold the balance between popular intemperance and mon

archical encroachment, and afforded a striking and salutary

instance of the wisdom and utility of the controls

established by the British constitution. From these causes,

the tide of popular opinion began to flow for the whigs.

With a support so very momentous to a political party,

, other circumstances cooperated : the whig system of

continental policy rendered our allies peculiarly friendly to

that party, because, urging the most extensive and vigor

ous efforts : they were closely connected with the moneyed

interest, that could and did contribute most powerfully to

the immense pecuniary exertions requisite in the present

scheme of war. If inclination, therefore, attached the

queen to the tories, policy impelled her to support and

employ the whigs. The interest and ambition of Marl-borough directed him to join that party, as his transcend

ent abilities placed him -at tbe head of any set of men

with whom he united. His duchess, by her uncontrolled

power over the queen, strongly assisted in rendering her

majesty (though in her heart a zealous tory) in her conduct

a most active and effectual instrument under the direction

of the whigs. Though there were among the tories, men

of considerable abilities, yet in the aggregate of talents,

\Vhigs, a the whigs were greatly superior. The men of the highest
compact, . ° . , , / r , ... , .- , .

firm, and estimation in church, state, and literature, were or their

powerful s1je . notoniy favourable circumstances, but continuance inoffice, mutual intercourse, and coincidence of views andinterests, rendered the whigs a closely compacted body,

r Atterhurv was not yet known. s Haeley, Hm-conrt, and St. John,

li ill nutjuincil i in- lories. t Swift was cnuneeird will) Addison, Huliiu,

Kinl other illustrious w-higs. Pope was not yet known
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capable of acting very powerfully in concert. Their

principles of conduct and bond of union were such, as

they durst openly avow ,; a firm attachment to liberty, to

the British constitution as recently ascertained and estab

lished, and to the protestant succession as preserving and

securing our rights and polity. Hence they were eager

promoters of every scheme that tended to ensure the settle

ment of the crown, and closely connected themselves with

the family of Hanover ; which from their principles,

protestations, and conduct, regarded this body as its most

assured friends, and indeed the bulwark of the expected

accession.

THE able and enlightened politicians of that party

strenuously promoted literary effort : some of them were

themselves men of taste, erudition, and philosophy : those

who were not scholars, possessing vigorous understand

ings, knowing mankind, and the state of society in Eng

land, liberally and wisely patronised learning. Many Whig lite-

works were published in favour of general freedom, ra ure'

and particularly the whig acceptation of freedom, by

the disciples of the celebrated Locke. Intending the

ijTeate.it perfection of polity, and the highest happiness of

mankind, but accustomed ,.<> metaphysical disquisition in

speculating upon government, this renowned philosopher

rather contemplates his own abstractions, then considers

man as he is found by observation and experience. Taking Political

their tone from this extraordinary man, other whig writers S^ake"

on political subjects, recurring to his metaphysical princi- the tone of

pies, drew from them subtle inferences, leading, if admit

ted, to republicanism, democracy, and even to equality

of rank and property." This was also the kind of doctrine

often advanced in the senate, where there was a great

predilection for abstract reasoning on politics. Neither

speakers nor writers appeared aware of the consequences

of such theories, if practically adopted ; and though it

was very evident they were far from desiring to carry them

literally into execution, they however afforded a handle to

their opponents, to charge them with an inclination to over

turn the church and monarchy. The lories represented their

n S<« Headley, TiiuW, and man) other literary supporters of the whig*
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Praetical adversaries as republicans, and endeavoured to impress

conduct. fae queen with the same idea, and to revive among the

people an alarm that the church was in danger. Estab

lished with the people by a series of victory and glory,

with the queen by the applause of the country, the splen

dor and success of their achievements, and the influence

of the Marlborough family, with the destined successors

to the crown by their exertions in their favour, the whig

party numerous, able, compact, and skilful, had probable

grounds for conceiving that its power would be lasting.

This expectation, however, proved vain : soon after their

power had reached its highest zenith, it was overthrown by

trifling instruments. An inferior menial first broke one

great tie by which the queen was bound to the whigs, and

through them to the continental confederacy : and was

the means of conforming her political conduct to the

wishes of the tories, by disposing her to abandon the

whig administration, and its political plans. She was

soon impressed with an opinion, that the church was

endangered, from the prevalance of the whigs, and their

friends the dissenters. Meanwhile, the high church party

was extremely active in inciting the people against their

adversaries : they represented the war, which had brought

very heavy and oppressive burdens on the public, as car

ried on now for the interested purposes of the ministers.

According to the tories, the increasing taxes, and the loss

of so many countrymen and relations, were now no longer

undergone for the security and glory of England, but to

gratify the ambition and avarice of an interested faction.

Besides the horrors of a now unnecessary war, the whig,

counsels, (they asserted,) and measures, were prenicious

in peace, and tended to overthrow government and reli

gion. The whigs were schismatics, infidels, republicans,

and levellers. The church was in the most imminent dan

ger, and must perish, unless the people were roused to

overwhelm! the whigs and dissenters. Eagerly urged by

clerical demagogues and other ardent partisans, these

topics now spread the alarm which had in vain been

attempted some years before. The train having been

thus laid, a person was not long wanting to light the

match. Sacheverel, a furious adventurer in high church
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doctrines, without ability, learning, or eloquence, directed For a time

the opinions, and guided and stimulated the conduct, of h^,*l^1

the majority of the people throughout England. His church en-

j. " .. , . . , . thusiasm.

discourses, contemptible in themselves, were venerated

and adored, for the reason which has so often procured

currency and admiration to frivolous nonsense or inflam

matory fanaticism; they declaimed for the popular preju

dices which then happened to be afloat. The fumes of

bigotry which he blew up might have evaporated, had not

the whigs, by a trial, taken the most effectual means to

give him and his inculcations importance. Exalted by a

well deserved but ill judged impeachment, Sacheverel iafforded a lesson to future statesmen and politicians, of the

inefficacy of persecution to remove popular delusion. The

extravagant ravings of this infuriated bigot were received

through the kingdom as oracles of wisdom. Imbibing

the general sentiment, the queen became eagerly desirous

of being freed from the whig administration. Addresses,

drawn up in the moment of enthusiasm, were represented

as the dictates of conviction and solid reasoning. During

the popular ferment, parliament being dissolved, the elec

tions (as might have been with certainty foreseen) proved

decidedly favourable to the promoters of the ferment ; the

whigs were dismissed. Mr. Harley professed to desire a

coalition of parties ; but the means that were employed by

those whom he now headed, being very inimical to such a,

junction, the tories held the offices of administration which

had been forcibly wrested from the whigs, and these two

parties became irreconcilable adversaries. As the tories

had represented their party as the only friends of the

church and monarchy, the whigs declared themselves the

only supporters of constitutional liberty and the protestant

succession ; and imputed the peace to a partiality for .i

Lewis, as the supporter of arbitrary power and the pre

tender. With a resolute firmness, adhering more closely

to their principles and party than even when in office, the

whigs were a very powerful body to promote or thwart any

political measure. Both principle and interest bound them Whip

to the house of Hanover ; they impressed that family "pl,^'"

with the persuasion, that both the internal and foreign the v*°-

... f - . , , , , , , e ? t«".a«t

politics of the tories were intended and calculated tor the secession
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restoration of James Stuart ; that the queen eagerly desi

red that violation of the parliamentary settlement; that

the whigs, and they only, were securing the throne to the

protestant succession ; and thus, that when the Hano

verian prince should be called to the crown, he would find

his subjects divided into two parties ; the one his friends,

and the other his enemies. Successful in conveying to the

court of Hanover this opinion, they gave to its princes a

bias, which lasted long after their accession to the British

throne.

FROM zeal for the protestant accession, as well as from

sound and comprehensive general policy, proceeded a mea

sure, which, though opposed by narrow views of national

prejudice and pride, has been momentously beneficial to

the two countries that formerly constituted separate king-

Union with iloms in the island of Great Britain. The union forever

'"" ' put an end to those internal wars which had formerly oc

casioned the desolation of both. It detached Scotlandfrom a connexion with France, not less hurtful to herselfthan troublesome to England. It prevented the crownsfrom being separated," as would have most probably takenplace, had the two kingdoms continued in a state of poli;

tical disunion. It delivered both nations from the im

pending evils of a controverted regal succession, and thefears which were justly entertained for the protestant re

ligion and civil liberty- Preserving to both countries theprotestant faith and a free limited monarchy, both in ec

clesiastical and civil concerns, it left to each party theforms, articles, institutions, and laws, to which they weremost accustomed and attached, which were interwovenwith their manners, their sentiments, their opinions, theirproperty, their domestic and civil engagements, and their

« g^ml duties. Both Scotland and England could now impart tosource of eac1" other, their respective advantages, and both were

miuiexicr-- gainers by the participation. Of the two, the party which

"oboth"efit laboured under the greatest wants, no doubt, acquired the

kingdoms, greater advantage by a copartnership, which afforded themeans of supply ; but the benefit which Scotland derived,

u See proceedings in tin- Scottish parlismrnt ainl nation, from tlie Erst ye«K

of quern Anne till (lie union; ainl llie views not only of the Jacobites, bvit <•

the [iresbj terutts. Nee Somerville, Cuuuingham, Smolltt, fce.
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being still dependent on her own industry and skill, she

by those very qualities promoted the interest of England.

Without minutely scrutinizing the comparative emolu

ments of both, we evidently perceive, that England and

Scotland, in the means of subsistence, accommodation,

defence, riches, power, comfort at home, and respectabili

ty abroad, are both severally and jointly beyond all calcu

lation benefited by the UNION.

COMMERCE continued in this reign to increase in en- ,,
•ii r Commei'ee

terprise, skill, and success: the views 01 merchants were andna?iga-

enlarged, as their importance so greatly rose in the com- q™^i e'

munity. The war, no doubt, interrupted trade, by the Anne,

capture of ships ; this evil, to a certain degree unavoida

ble, was heightened by the inattention of the admiralty

to the important department of its business, which should

provide convoys. The near relation of the lord high ad

miral to the sovereign, through delicacy prevented so close

and vigorous an investigation into the conduct of naval af

fairs, as the interests of commerce and the good of the

country required. But notwithstanding these disadvantages,

manufactures and commerce were extremely flourishing.

Civil and religious liberty invited many industrious and skil

ful foreigners into this country; while others fled thither from

the horrors of war. The enlarged policy of the whigs, who

saw the advantages that had resulted, and were resulting,

from the emigration of ingenious and industrious refugees,

and who knew that the wealth and power of the nation rises

with the number of capable and active inhabitants, in or

der to attach the late emigrants completely to the country,

proposed that they should be naturalized, and a law was

actually passed for that purpose ; which, lasting till near

the end of the reign, was extremely favourable both to

trade and public credit. The refugees promoted manu

factures and merchandise, and were also purchasers to a

very considerable extent in the funds. One very convincing

proof of the increase of commerce during this reign, was the

rise of public credit ; the ease with which very large* sup

plies were raised for the use of government ; and the readi

ness with which loans were obtained at six per cent, instead

x According to the value of money and estimation of expenses in those

times.
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of eight, amounting to upwards of three millions annually,7

besides the yearly taxes. Our North American colonies

continuing to experience that wise and benignant policy,

which, satisfied with affording protection and claiming ge

neral allegiance, left internal efforts and industry to their

own course, was the most important and rising market

for British manufactures and commerce.2

THE trade of the West India colonies was also now

of considerable importance. The East India traffic, small

as it was, compared with present times, yet notwith

standing the cessation of competition by the union of the

two companies into one, was making a lucrative accession

to British opulence. Our trade with Spain almost ceased,

during the war concerning its crown ; but our traffic to

other parts of Europe, and to Africa, was, from our mar

itime strength and the weakness of our enemies, propor-

tionably enlarged. Exerting our naval force in annoying

the enemy, and (though not uniformly) in protecting our

own commerce, we fully taught contending nations a les

son, which they might have partially learned before, that

if weaker commercial naval powers are fighting with a

stronger, while the inferior loses his mercantile gain, the

superior, by commanding the seas, promotes his trade.

Principles Of commercial treaties concluded in this ix-iirn, the con-ot political . • i T« i ii /• • i 7 •

economy vention with Portugal proved beneficial to this country,

rmiKhT though it showed that the principles of commercial philos-

under- ophy were not yet thoroughly understood. The revered

authority of Locke had impressed statesmen with a very

erroneous principle in political economy, that national

wealth consists in the quantity of gold and silver which a

country possesses ; that therefore the chief object of a

commercial statesman is to increase these precious metals.

The professed object of Mr. Methven's treaty with Por

tugal, was to procure for our commodities, gold from the

Brazils ; a purpose which might have been effected with

out any treaty, while Britain could supply such articles as

the possessors of gold wanted. The interchange has, on

y The national debt, which, at the commencement of Anne's reign, was

16,394,7011. 10*. 7 14d, at the end of it amounted to 5:5,681,0761. 5s. 6 1-Sd.

As by far tile greater part of this debt was owing; to British subjeets, it is a

proof how much commerce and private riches must have been augmented.

z See the statement quoted by Mr. Itnrke from official documents, in hii

• Ji. March 22d, 1775, on conciliation with America.
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the whole, proved more lucrative to the Portuguese, than to

the British : still, however, though the balance of trade may

have been against us with Portugal,* it has been advanta

geous as a source of traffic, of revenue, and a nursery for

seamen. The chief objections to the commercial treaty of

Utrecht, were founded on the same erroneous system.1" It

was alleged, that a treaty with France, by interfering with

our treaty with Portugal, would diminish our imports of

Brazil gold.

ANNE'S reign, notwithstanding a war of eleven years, dimeter

was favourable to commerce, and the prosperity of the JJ^"^^

country. In her external relations, Britain made much reign,

greater and more extensive efforts on the continent, than

at any former period, though she was precipitate and

impolitic in the negotiation at Utrecht, and thereby yielded

much too advantageous terms to the aggressor, whom she

had vanquished ; yet, in the misery of his people, the

bankruptcy of his finances, and the discomfiture of his

force, she evinced to Lewis, that the unjust ambition of the

French sovereign which compelled Britain to arm against

him, rendered that fine country wretched, 'which might

have been happy.

WHIL* the parties, that raged with such violence

from the dismissal of the whig ministry, were increasing

in mutual hatred and inveteracy, the death of Anne called

a new family to the throne.

GKORGK, elector, of Hanover, a prince of a solid and

vigorous capacity, well skilled in the history of politics

and interests of the different European powers, a brave,

prudent, experienced general, was in the prime of life,

when, as next protestant heir of the royal line, he became

by the rule of inheritance, as it had been modified by the

ling and parliament, sovereign of these realms. In his

person, hereditary succession was as closely adhered to as

was compatible with liberty and religion : the direct and

next presumptive heirs having chosen to disqualify them

selves, the next who had not disqualified himself suc

ceeded. George, a great grandson of a king of England, George I.

a See Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. p. 325.

ii Tout a trade uutj be udvautugeuus to a party, sgiuust v horn the balance

is, i* now very evident ; as may be clearly «een in the Wealth of Nations, and

alioin the marquis of JUaiudewu's speech on the commercial treaty with France.

VOL. I. N
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sprung from that king's daughter, came to the throne;

instead of James, another great grandson of the same

king, sprung from his son. Hereby the extent and limita

tions of hereditary succession to the crown were ascer

tained : the lineal heir was to succeed, unless, by refusing

to comply with the conditions required^ he himself should

virtually renounce the inheritance,

FITTED by his talents, dispositions, and character, to

govern his new kingdoms suitably to their interests and

views, George's administration gave much satisfaction to

those who had stood forth as the champions of civil, reli-

tttached to gious, and constitutional liberty. Policy as well as incli-

' " nation attached him first and chiefly to the whigs, the

strenuous supporters of himself and his family. The tory

leaders in the last ministry of queen Anne, had gone such

lengths in opposing the whigs, as to be deemed inimical

to the succession of the house of Hanover. If they did

not design the restoration of the lineal heir, their actions

had appeared conducive tO' that purpose. They had cul

tivated a close intercourse with Lewis, the great patron of

the pretender; promoted known jacobites to civil and

military offices ; and dismissed from the army whig offi

cers, to make room for persons attached to the house of

Stuart. At the election, jacobites had- been countenanced

and chosen, through the influence and patronage of the

auspicious tory party.' The ministers had effected the repeal of the

barrier treaty, which bound the states general to guarantee

the protestant succession ; were extremely cold to the

Dutch, the zealous friends of that settlement; and encou

raged invectives against king William, its framer, and all

its principal supporters.. The tories encouraged writings

and writers inimical to the protestant succession. The.

high church, so much venerated by the tories, abetted the

doctrines of indefeasible hereditary right,, and were ardent

in inculcating intolerance to dissenters, the warm friends-

of the revolution and protestant succession, and enemies of

jacobitism and the principles by which it was upheld.

While the tories st> acted, as to exhibit a probable appear

ance of a friendly disposition to the Jacobites, they stren-c See Somerville'a Dissertation on the Danger of the ProtesUnt.Succcssioa.

at the end of bis history, ilussiin. Cunningliam s history.
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uously opposed every measure desired by the friends of

the house of Hanover as conducive to the security of the

protestant succession.1* Although the concurrence of so

many circumstances did not positively prove the tory

leaders to have formed a design against the Hanoverian

succession, and though they all might have arisen from

different causes, yet they together constituted such a

degree of probability, as to render it prudent in the king

to repose his •first trust in the whigs, and to 'be cautious

and circumspect in bestowing high offices on any of the

active tory leaders until he had investigated their inten

tions. But, perhaps, it might have been practicable for

the king to have gradually conciliated the greater number

of the most active lories. His promotion of whigs exclu- Employs

sively, and dismission of tories indiscriminately, from the

recent conduct of both respectively, was* natural, though a 17-

more comprehensive scheme of policy would have been

wise. At the time of the accession, the passions and

prejudices of both sides were extremely high. The cool

and impartial examination of a discerning and unbiassed

stranger must have seen, that there were on both sides

great abilities and great virtues, mingled with the violence

and excesses^ of party zeal; and that the leading and

acting men on both sides might be rendered useful in vari

ous departments of public service. But George, though

discerning, was not unbiassed; though calm in his own

temper, judicious in his opinions, and temperate in his

conduct, yet, from his situation, and the connexions which

it had dictated, he was become the member of a party;

and ascended the throne of England, on the one hand,

with the liberal and enlightened principles, but on the

other with the prejudices and passions, of an English whig.

Choosing from that party his ministers and confidential

advisers, he not only, by this first measure of his govern

ment, disgusted the tories, on account of the exclusive

preference of their adversaries, but imbibing the resent

ments of the whigs, too readily and hastily countenanced

their prosecutions. The intemperance of ministerial pro

ceedings exciied great displeasure among the friends and

4 See Swifl'i Thoughts on the .present State of Affairs, passim.
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Intempe- supporters of the prosecuted leaders, and giving particular

li«nce'of umbrage to the high church party, inspired the jacobites

the whig*, with a notion, that the disapprobation testified or disco

vered on account of these acts, and the partiality of the

king to the whig party, indicated a general dissatisfaction

with the whole system of his new government. From this

misapprehension, they conceived the opportunity favour

able to the pretender. Hence, together with the instiga

tions of the old tyrant of France, arose the rebellion of

1715. The comparatively small number of those who

joined in this insurrection, and the vast majority which

adhered to king George, to civil and religious liberty,

proved, that though certain counsels of ministry were not

agreeable to the whole of the nation, yet the house of

Hanover was firmly established on the throne. The

trifling attempts that were afterwards made in the same

reign, being so speedily discomfited, confirmed the same

position. Indeed it was evident, that the good sense of

the British, their firmness and patriotism, would stren

uously and successfully resist every future attempt to

deprive them of the blessings which they enjoyed under

the house of Hanover. It was farther obvious, that the

security of the king and the existing establishment rested

solely upon his subjects themselves, as by those only the

disturbances were quelled. But though the number of

those who actively rose against the king was but small,

very many continued dissatisfied with the monopoly of

favour and confidence enjoyed by the whigs. That policy,

justifiable only if necessary, maintained a very great

division in the kingdom, and precluded the nation from

the services of many brave, able, and enterprising men.

Frosecu- The prosecutions against the tory leaders very strikingly

•OD*' manifested the injustice and oppression arising from a

violent spirit of party. The most arbitrary ministers

could not have wrested facts and circumstances more, to

give a plausible colour to tyranny, than the professed

champions of liberty in their constructions of lord Oxford's

acts : in their endeavours to impute treason* to Boling-e Swift's account or the mode proposed in the academy of projectors, for

discovering plots and conspiracies, was not a much overcharged satire adjust

the whig deviators from the salutary strictness of Edward III.'i definitions of

treason.
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broke and Atterbury, and in compelling the most illustrious

and able men, without any evidence oi guilt, to seek

refuge in exile.

THE, first years of the whig administration being

employed chiefly in reducing their adversaries, they after

wards proceeded to a system of general policy. Their

professed objects were, to secure the protestant succes

sion, and to promote the financial and commercial pros

perity of the country. The real tendency of their conduct,

however, in a great degree, was to extend the influence of

ministry over the moneyed interest and the legislature.

The first parliament which met after George's accession,

being elected when the whigs had just recovered their

superiority, consisted in a great measure of members of

that party. Before the three years had expired, ministry

had declined very much in popularity. The nation, though

it had shown itself firmly attached to the establishment,

did not approve of the exclusive government of one class

of men. There was much reason, therefore, to expect,

that a new election might return many representatives not

friendly to the whig monopoly. To prevent so probable

an obstruction, the whig leaders formed a very bold and

effectual project : this was to procure an act establishing

septennial parliaments instead of triennial, and prolonging

the present for four years. The amount of this act was,

that delegates, chosen by their constituents for three years,

voted without the consent of these constituents, that the

trust should last for four years longer than it had been

coaferred by the owners. The alleged reason was, the

prevalence of disaffection and jacobitism, which the fer

ment of a new election would stimulate and promote.

Triennial parliaments served to keep up party divisions :

a longer term would contribute powerfully to the evapo

ration of discontent and factious passions, Und secure the

protestant settlement and the tranquillity of the country.

The opponents of the change insisted, that on the same

principle by which trustees continued their office beyond

die appointment of their employers, they might render

their power perpetual, and cease to depend on those em

ployers ; that so long a duration would afford to ministers

an opportunity of systeniatising corruption, and establish-
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ing by its means an influence over the legislature, which

might render that body merely instrumental in the hands

of the executive government ; that the will of the king and

minister would be the sole rule of legislative as well as

executorial conduct ; that the power of the crown would,

through the whigs, be rendered really much greater than

the tories had ever wished to establish or support.

Crowthof JT is certain, that ministerial influence in this reign,

influence, whether from the long continuance ol parliament, or other

causes, became much greater than at any former time.

Corruption had been carried to a considerable length by

the whigs, in the time of queen Anne, on particular occa

sions : but it was reserved for Walpole to establish it as a

methodical and regular engine of government; and to bribe

in a dextrous and circuitous manner, which might not only

escape detection, but in some degree even impose on the

receiver, and which might make him suppose that to be

the reward of merit from his country, which was really

the wages of service to a minister. Closely connected

with stockjobbers, and other adventurers, in projects for

Walpole. the acquisition of money, Walpole found, through loans

and similar government transactions, various opportuni

ties of bestowing indirect donatives. Nor was he sparing

in direct presents. He appears to have been the first

minister who thoroughly understood the mode of manag

ing parliaments, and making law-givers willing tools in

the hands of the court. He first completely succeeded in

identifying, according to the apprehension of the majority,

compliance with ministers, and patriotism ; opposition to

ministers, and disaffection to the constitution. George's

reign is an epoch in parliamentary history, as, since that

time, whether ministers have been able or weak, wise or

foolish, they have rarely failed to have the cooperation of

parliament in their projects, whether useful or hurtful.

The influence of the crown was established on the most

solid basis by the whig party, and the whig leader, sir

Robert Walpole.Relation of THE relative state of Britain and foreign powers,

fun-fgij l° did not require from this country any great efforts. Lewis

poucrs. XIV. after for sixty years disturbing the tranquillity ofEurope, was at length dead. During the minority of bis
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successor, the regent of France, fortunately for his coun

try, from private and personal ambition, cultivated amity

and intercourse with England, in hopes that should the

young king die, Britain might assist him in succeeding to

the throne, in exclusion of the still more nearly related

Philip Bourbon of Spain. These selfish views long cher

ished peace and alliance between the two chief powers of

the world. France being pacific, none of the other nations

could afford any serious ground of alarm. The menaces

of Charles XII. or the displeasure of the czar of Mus

covy, excited little apprehension. The repeated attempts

of Spain to promote the claims of the pretender, and to

disturb the peace of Britain, unassisted by France, were

easily crushed or prevented. A signal defeat at sea effec

tually convinced the Spanish king of his impolicy in pro

voking the attack of an English fleet. The harmony i«cacc be.

which prevailed between France and George I. though f"^°e

arising from temporary coincidence of views in his ma- and Bri-

jesty and the French regent, rather than from an enlarged interest nj

comprehension of solid and permanent interests, was bene- both-

ficial to both parties ; by allowing the two countries in

tranquillity to recover from the evils of the dreadful wars

which had occupied the two preceding reigns, it manifest

ed to both, that sound policy dictated agreement, and not

discord, to the two first kingdoms of the universe. The

ling, in his negotiations and engagements with France and

with other powers, intended to strengthen the security of

the protestant succession : that was the chief object of the

greater number of the treaties in which his history so very

much abounds. Large and numerous subsidies were paid

to purchase assistance, or to buy off apprehended or threat

ened hostility/

THE party in opposition to ministers asserted, that as

die various attempts made in favour of the pretender, had

been crushed by British pariotism and energy, the recourse

to foreign assistance was totally unnecessary. Experience

had shown, that a great majority of the people was disposed

and able to support the constitutional establishment.

f See the treat}- concluded with the bug of Sweden, in 1717.
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While British subjects were attached to their sovereign,

he wanted no foreign props to his throne.

King'spar- IT was extremely natural for his majesty to retain a

bji'uutive Partia^ty for his native country, and under that partiality to

dominions, blend and identify interests that certainly had no real

connexion. Some of the treaties concluded, and subsidies

paid by Great Britain, were, on very probable grounds,

alleged to be employed in promoting the advantage of Han

over, without affording the smallest benefit to this country.

The balance of power in the two former reigns, so neces

sary an object of attention, and so wise a ground of con

federacy, though under George I. it produced a multipli

city and variety of alliances, yet really, while France

remained quiet, appears to have been in no danger.' The

foreign policy, however, of the first George, though, per

haps too minute and busy in detail, was, on the whole, fit-

led to maintain the rank and respectability of his kingdoms

among the continental powers. If Britain in his time did

n»t rise in dignity, at least she did not fall.

THE connexion between the whigs and the moneyed

interest, produced acts and consequences that make a memo

rable part of this reign. Commerce had opened the way

to riches; riches acquired, stimulated accumulation; or

contemplated, excited enterprise and adventure. The

gains of merchandise are commonly progressive. The

high interest paid, or the donatives granted by government

, on loans, enabled many individuals to acquire fortunes'"

An cntlm- much more rapidly until trade could admit. The fluctu

ating credit of the national funds opened a source of haz

ardous gains, by dealing in stock ; or, to use the appropri

ate term, stockjobbing. This kind of traffic, that had been

rising in frequency as the national debt increased, was

become extremely prevalent, and was indeed very much

encouraged by the successive ministers of George ; who

•eeing that jobbing kept up the price of the stocks, con

sidered it as a very beneficial practice. There seemed,

indeed, to be a kind of enthusiasm of avarice throughout

maritime and commercial Europe at this lime, no less vio-'• It -.1 • ;IM 1:i the anxiety of tlie British government about the relative strength

of i's n(-ijMli..ir», that the "author of the lint'iry of.lolin Hull introduces his hero

a> !. i ,'iu0 a jlaa- ui sieclyarila in trcijjh hii neighbours
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lent than the religious or political enthusiasm of other

periods. Money was the supreme object of their thoughts ;

they considered projects of new banks ; new schemes of

administering or employing established funds ; and new

modes of traffic, as the means of miraculous accumulation.1i and stimu.

On the phrenzy of covetousness which impeded the use of votaries to

sound reason, and generated the most visionary fancies, ™,"^u"

the deep and designing villany of ministerial projectors wres.

contrived the famous South Sea bubble, that burst with South Se»

such destruction to its deluded votaries. Notwithstanding bul)ble-

the ruin which overwhelmed so many from this specula

tion, there continued a strong propensity to wild and fan

ciful adventures, for many years afterwards. Stockjobbing

very naturally promotes other species of gaming,' either to

increase its gains, or compensate its losses. Gambling

became much more frequent than it had been in former

times.

THE liberal principles and sentiments of the whigs,

extending toleration to the various sects of religionists,

continued hateful to the high church ; nor were the whigs

behind in enmity ; their aversion to bigotry carried them

into the opposite extreme. Many of them are justly Religious

chargeable with infidelity ; and their leading politicians, if lun<lelity-

not unbelievers, were indifferent about religion, and great

patrons of infidels. The court, in general, was very luke

warm in religious matters. With the minister, himself,

his supporters and favourites, articles, of faith, the church,

and clergy, were most frequent and acceptable subjects of Immo-

merriment and raillery. Impiety was extremely fashion-

able in the various gradations of society, to which the court

example did not fail to reach. Corresponding to such a

state of religion, there was great laxity of manners. To

this evil, the conduct of the court had its share in contribu

ting. George, though by no means profligate in his own

character, yet tended to encourage licentious gallantry:

according to the mode of debauched courts on the continent,

the king's mistresses made their appearance regularly among

h Besides the famous South Sea scheme, there was tlie Mississippi plan of

Mr Law, and numberless others on the same visionary principle, thougn less ex''

tensive in influence and importance.

i s..c I,, i,- of Budgell, in Hisset's edition (if the Speetator.

VOL. I, O
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the nobifity,k were visited by women of the highest rank

and fashion, and even introduced to the young princesses

his grand daughters. The minister, and all who possessed

or sought favour, paid the most submissive attention to

the royal favourites. Where such persons presided, mod

esty and chastity could not be expected greatly to prevail.

Decency and morality were by no means characteristics of

George's court.

Advances THIS reign was favourable to commerce and finance,

mcj-c™"ainl espfccla^y after the appointment of Walpole, to be prime

llr(oi.cTlty minister. The policy of this statesman, constantly and

tJcor^e, steadily pacific, was, by that single but momentous qua

lity, conducive to private and public opulence. Raised

to office immediately after the failure of the South Sea

scheme, he. studiously and earnestly endeavoured to repair

the mischiefs produced by that celebrated fraud, and was

successful in his efforts. Having settled the business of

the South Sea. and restored public credit, he directed his

attention to manufactures and trade, and showed that his

views w«re both liberal and extensive. He found the

foreign trade shackled with numerous petty duties and em-

poverishing taxes, which obstructed the exportation of our

manufactures, and lessened the importation of the most

JLiilcrn!po- necessary commodities. He framed the beneficial plan of
liey of . J .

Walpole. abolishing all these restrictions, and giving freedom to the

most valuable branches of our external and internal com.-merce.1 At his instance, a' bill was passed for that pur

pose. By his persuasion also, a law was enacted for

encouraging the importation ot naval stores from North

America. Since these commodities were necessary for the

navy, he thought it much wiser to he supplied from our

own plantations, especially as we could be furnished at a

cheaper rate, and as our colonies took our own manufac

tures in exchange. Besides, should England be at war

with Russia, that source of naval stores might be closed ;

by Walpole's regulation, another was opened. The pru-

inotion of commerce was one great object of his pacific

dispositions : he was very averse to hostilities with Spain

when threatened in 1726, through the unnatural union

k Sec Lord Orforrl's Reminiscences.

I §p.e (Joxe's Memoirs of sir Uobert Walpole, p»rti. p. 1H.
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between Philip and the emperor. The commerce with

Spain was very extensive and important to Great Britain.

Such a source of revenue and riches he was unwilling to

obstruct by precipitate war. His views of the benefits His views

arising from our foreign settlements, just and sound, pre- of co*°QleS:

sented a lesson of colonial policy, which it would have

been fortunate for Britain if his successors had always

followed. A speculative projector having proposed, that

the American plantations should be subject to taxes, Wal

pole, with a discriminating and comprehensive idea of

their real utility, saw that without impost, by their indus

try and prosperity, they were rapidly promoting the pri»vate wealth and public revenue of Britain, and totally

rejected the advice.

IN the contests between king George and his son the.

prince of Wales, Walpole, though he could not avoid

giving some umbrage to the heir apparent, yet impressed

both him and his princess Caroline with a very high opi

nion of his political talent. When, on the king's death,

George II. ascended the throne, Walpole was continued

in his office, because their majesties m thought no other

person could be found so well qualified for directing the

helm of public affairs.

GEORGE II., a prince of upright intentions and the George IT.

strictest honour, but of moderate talents, and inferior to

his father in force of understanding, adopted his political adopts the

... . , ° , V. \ , internal

notions and prejudices ; considered the whigs as the only !ind foreign

subjects, to be trusted ; entertained groundless alarms of {^''^jj^,

the designs of the jacobites ; and renewed or formed nu

merous alliances for securing the protestant succession."

He was anxiously and incessantly busy with engagements

and projects for preserving the balance of power, and very

partial to the interest of his German dominions. The minis

ter, adhering to his pacific plans, gratified his master by pro

moting German alliances and subsidies, but prevented the.

i

m From lord Orford's Reminiscences, it appears thnt the king intended lo

chouse a new minister ; but that the queen, greatly his superior in abilities, and

aho governed his majesty, though she appeared to be implicitly submissive to

him, induced him to continue Walpole in office.

n The prince of Hesse, the duke of Wolfenbuttle, and other petty princes of

Germany, gravely undertook to guarantee the throne of Britain, and received

subsidies fur their notable services ! See Smojlet, paanm ; su« aho the «nn>

m«nu ef Ae Ci.nrftsroan ; and Tog's Jonnrtl.
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nation from being embroiled in war. Some of his treaties

were deemed very impolitic, especially the treaty of Seville,

by which Britain introduced a branch of the house of

Bourbon into Italy, and depressed the house of Austria,

the natural ally of England.

SKILFUL as he was in forming productive schemes of

finance, Walpole's public economy was by no means equal

to his invention or discovery of pecuniary resources.

Expense There was, indeed, a profuse waste of the national trea-

«r/u-ca- sures. Trade had greatly increased, and many new taxes

tie>- had been imposed ; yet in so long a period of profound

peace, which underwent no material interruption from the

treaty of Utrecht to the commencement of the war 1739,

the whole sum paid off was no more than 8,328,3541. 1 7s.

Uisd. and the capital of the public debt at that time

amounted to 46,954,6231. 3s. 4-rid. A great source of

expenditure was what the minister called secret service

money, by which he professed to mean sums required for

discovering the secret intentions of neighbouring powers.

This fund, according to the minister's account, was ex

tremely useful in enabling him to discover and disconcert

the wicked projects of jacobites, and their friends, in for

eign countries. Another great source of expense, the

subsidies to German principalities for watching over the

safety, interest, and established government of Great Bri

tain, was also, by the minister's account, to be reckoned a

premium paid for ensuring the kingdom against jacobites.

The balance of power also had its share in exacting sub

sidies from England. The- British statesmen at that time,

indeed, appear to have considered the maintenance of an

equipoise, as the supreme and constant END of our foreign

politics, instead of a means sometimes necessary for the

security of Britain, and only when necessary, wisely em

ploying British efforts. Although by the act of settle

ment it was provided, that Britain should not be invol

ved in any engagements on account of Hanover, yet

various treaties and stipulations were made, by which

expense was incurred by these realms on account of that

electorate. The protestant succession, and balance of

power, were also ministerial reasons for the regular and

constant maintenance of a much greater number of troops
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within the kingdom, than the apparent state of internal

tranquillity and foreign politics rendered necessary. Car

dinal Fleury, as pacifically disposed as the British minister,

and having unlimited control over the weak and incapable

Lewis XV.Cultivated a friendly intercourse with England.

The emperor found it his interest to resume his connex

ions with Great Britain, in order tp secure, the pragmatic

sanction, by which his hereditary dominions were guaran

teed to his daughter, his only issue. Spain interfering

with certain parts of our trade on coasts to which she pre

tended an exclusive right, employed no efforts which a

naval force, vigilantly exerted and judiciously stationed,

might not have prevented. Other states were either too

inconsiderable, or too remote, to give any alarm to Great

Britain, or to render any unusual military exertions neces

sary. The taxes required by the minister for defraying

expenses, deemed by a considerable part of the nation use

less, were felt as severe grievances. The regular and 'ngthe

, j v i j • i longpcacd

increasing pressure, however, caused much less displeasure

and alarm, than one of the modes proposed for levying the

imposts ; this scheme of establishing an excise on wine

and tobacco, though if the assessments were at all neces

sary, as productive, and as little burdensome° a means of

collection, as could be adopted in such subjects of revenue ;

yet, from party ardour and misrepresentation, combined

with the interest of smuggling merchants, raised such a

clamour as would have driven him from his office unless

he had abandoned his proposition.

THE opponents of his administration, or any of his State of

counsels, the minister affected to consider as enemies of

the state ; and succeeded in impressing that opinion on

many patriotic and loyal subjects, and also on the king

himself, who, possessing honest intentions and not great

sagacity of understanding, was credulous, and easily duped

by the professions of those whom he regarded as' his

friends. The ability of Walpole did not only convince the

king, that the adversaries of the minister were the enemies

of the house of Hanover, and of the protestant succession

but even imprinted the same notion on the superior pene

tration of the queen. Caroline, indeed, as is now well

• Sec Wealth Of Nations, vol iii. * 358
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known, was the chief supporter of Walpole, as she was the

supreme director of his majesty.1' But, with the address

of a stronger mind governing by influence a weaker, she

cautiously concealed 1'rom the king himself her power over

his public measures. Walpole established with the court

party the following doctrine : " Whoever opposes this

" whig administration is a tory ; aU tories are jacobites ;

" every one, therefore, that opposes the minister, is a

" jacobite." So much is the generality of mankind gov

erned by words instead of precise ideas, that many

expressed their approbation of secret service money, for

eign subsidies, the increase of the army, and frequent sus

pension of the habeas corpus, to demonstrate that they

were not jacobites. The minister, indeed, was supported

by the principal whig families, by those who, styling them

selves the whig connexion, have professed to think that

they, and they only, supported the principles of constitu-

ae.!'ion*°"" ti01™! liberty and the protestant succession ; and, there

fore, that they only ought to be intrusted with the adminis

tration of affairs under the house of Hanover. This com

bination was strengthened and consolidated by domestic

affinities. The great whig houses, by an extensive chain

of inter-marriages, formed a kind of family compact, sub

servient to their political schemes for governing the state.

Walpole held his office by various tenures : his own abili

ties, and his declared attachment to whig principles and

the protestant succession ; his efforts for keeping out the

pretender, and supporting the moneyed interest ; for extend

ing commerce, and improving revenue, and maintaining the

balance of power : he was farther strengthened by the whig

junto, guided by his talents and address ; the high opinion

and attachment of the king and queen, and the conviction

of both that his counsels chiefly and most effectually secu

red them on the throne. He rivetted the confidence of

George, by the zealous promotion of his electoral and

subsidising projects. He possessed many personal friends,

whom he had attached to himself by his conduct, the ap

parent openness and familiar ease of his manners, by accu*

mulated benefits, and especially by a liberal and judicious

p Set- Kxml Orlbnl's lleinimsccncc*, and Coxc's Memoirs ilf sir Robert

Wal|iole, ilt*K$im.
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distribution of secret service money. He had also, through

the last mentioned means, a very numerous body of sup- lltcnu'J
* r * supporters*

porters in LITERARY MEN, at least in writers, who in vari

ous departments of composition, historical,"1 political, theo

logical, in lyric and dramatic poetry/ praised the ministe

rial plans, and vilified the opponents of government. Per

haps, indeed, in the history of literature, never had so

many pens been employed in panegyrising a court or minis

try, as while sir Robert Walpole directed the helm of affairs.

WITH such intrinsic and extrinsic power, Walpole

continued longer in office,sthan any minister since the Ce

cil of Elizabeth. In all that time, he had experienced

great opposition, and uniformly resisted attacks with an

ability and address that very dexterously adapted them

selves to the changing nature and mode of political enmity

which he had to encounter. Though the minister endea

voured to represent the opposer of his schemes as the sup

porter of the pretender, he very thoroughly knew that the

greater number were not friends to the house of Stuart.

The adversaries of Walpole consisted of different, and in- Opposition

deed heterogeneous, classes of political men. First, there pole,

were discontented whigs, who disapproved of his measures,

and repined at the preference given to sir Robert Walpole

over themselves : secondly, the tories, who were dis

pleased at the exclusive promotion of the whigs, but not

inimical to the house of Hanover : and thirdly, the jaco

bites. Though these last were unfriendly to the family

on the throne, many of them contented themselves with

wishes, and appeared nowise disposed to hazard their own

lives and fortunes in order to elevate the pretender to the

throne. They adhered to the tories, in hopes with them

to foment and increase national discontent. Expectations

had arisen on different occasions, that the minister's down-

fal approached : the tories and the opposition whigs re

spectively hoped to succeed, but both were disappointed.

The splendid genius of Bolingbroke, now pardoned and Bolin*-

returned from exile, animated and directed the tories ; broke-

while the acute and strong understanding, brilliant wit,

*I Tindal, Oldmixon, he. r F.usden, Gibber, &e. Of pamphlets, peri-

4dical journals, arid politic:*! sermons, there was a vast multiplicity of writers.

« From liii, second appointment in 1720, to lih dismission in 1741.
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Puiteney vigorous and impressive eloquence of Pulteney, headed

the disaffected whigs. Different as these two classes were

in abstract political opinion, yet they concurred in present

object and proximate motive : they both desired to over

throw the minister. The jacobites were no less desirous

of the dismission of the whig connexion, and Walpole in

dividually. A coalition was now deemed expedient : and

the antiministerialists, with Bolingbroke and Pulteney at

their head, became one united body; the former being the

chief framer of their schemes, the latter the most active

and efficient agent in parliament. Their plan of operations

was, by the union of parliamentary and literary talents and

their combined influence, first to sap, and then destroy the

The power of Walpole. In the execution of their plan, they

Craftsman. set on foot tne celebrated Craftsman, which, with great and

comprehensive ability, viewed the various causes of dis

content, and, with versatile ingenuity, adapted itself to the

numerous classes of the discontented. This paper attract

ed high churchmen, by ridiculing and satirising low

churchmen, whig bishops, and particularly Hoadley. Re

probating the impolicy and iniquity of continental alliances

and subsidies; secret service money, taxes, and stock

jobbing; the mischiefs that arose from a funding system,

the anticipation of future industry, and the immense mass

of corruption which ministers had established through the

command of so much national treasure ; and the evils of

the South Sea scheme, cotemporary and subsequent bub

bles, all which originated in the national debt; it gratified

the lories. To please the jacobites, it exposed the expen-

pensive inconvenience and uselessness of engagements in

curred by Britain for the sake of Hanover ; and exhibited

the present government as in its conduct- totally opposite

to the principles and stipulations of the act of settlement.

To the whigs it appealed, upon their own genuine and

original doctrines and sentiments. The present adminis

tration had, by unexampled corruption, established an in

fluence more despotical, than the power which the most

tyrannical of the Stuarts ever sought. Through corrupt

legislators, the influence of the crown invaded our property

by exorbitant taxes, totally unnecessary for the security of

the country, and employed the money, either for bribery,
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the increase of a standing army, or some other means of

giving efficacy to ministry, at the expense of British liberty

and property. The promoters of boundless kingly power,

by whatever means, direct or indirect, must be vigorously

opposed by every real whig: the supporters of ministry

were only nominal and pretended whigs, whose great

object it was to extend the influence of the executive

government. These varied reasons, addressed to different

political classes, the ablest men of opposition, both in par

liament and the Craftsman, as well as in subordinate publi

cations, adapted to particular subjects, occasions, and

circumstances. Accommodating their strictures to the po

litical diversities of Englishmen, they spoke also to princi

ples in which they were very generally agreed. They

addressed their mercantile and warlike spirit; they in

veighed against the depredations of the Spaniards, as inju

rious to our national interest; and our long and tame

sufferance of these, as incompatible with national honour.

At last they succeeded in driving the nation to war with War with

Spain, and compelling Walpole to retire from the adminis- SP|UB'

tration of British affairs.

THAT dexterous politician, knowing the nation to be Walpole

incensed against him, when he saw that it would be impos- res8n*

lible for him any longer to retain his office, found means

to secure an indemnity and a peerage ; to divide the party

that had exerted itself so long, eagerly, and strenuously,

against his measures ; and to form a coalition with a con

siderable body of his adversaries. By this means, he en

sured the undisturbed enjoyment of his riches and honours.

The people thought themselves betrayed by the late

declaimers against ministerial corruption ; and in their

resentment toward those whom they branded as apostates

from patriotism, forgot their rage against sir Robert Wal

pole. The administration that was now formed consisted

chiefly of whigs, with some tory converts. They engaged

warmly in continental politics, and, in a great degree,

merely to gratify his majesty's electoral prepossessions,

involved the nation in war much farther than was neces

sary for the security of Britain.* They encouraged trea-

t See SmollaU, vol. i. chap. ". passim.

VOL. I. P
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tics and subsidies for purposes totally useless to the coun

try, though requiring immense sums of British money;

and they supported the introduction of foreign mercena

ries for guarding and defending England.

FRANCE having, by long peace and prosperous com

merce, repaired the strength that had been exhausted by

the splendid but infatuated ambition of Lewis XIV., re

sumed her usual character, and disturbed the tranquillity

of the continent. The death of the emperor afforded her

a favourable opportunity of interfering in the affairs of

Germany ; and, notwithstanding her accession to the prag

matic sanction, of endeavouring to wrest possessions from

the queen of Hungary. The critical situation of the house

of Austria rendered it expedient for Great Britain to

employ a considerable force to prevent Maria Teresa from

being overpowered. From the loyal and patriotic zeal of

her gallant subjects, together with the contributions of

Great Britain, the Austrian dominions were soon deliver

ed from the impending danger. Thus far impartial poli

ticians approved of British interference ; but when vast

sums of money were expended for adjusting disputes in the

north of Germany, by which it was impossible the interest

of Britain could be either directly or indirectly affected,

British in- very great discontents arose. Under the pressure of enor-

inGenntn mous ta*es, the people grievously complained, that a great

politic*, portion of the fruits of their industry were employed to

promote the interests of Hanover, and afforded the contri

butors no advantage in return for their contributions. In

the ardour of continental projects, the British government

bestowed very inadequate attention on the chief bulwark

of British power. Our commerce was much more annoyed

than at any former period, even while we had to contend

with Spain only as principal. France having soon without

provocation taken a part in the war, our trade was exrtremely distressed. The merchants loudly complained

that their interests were neglected, and joined in an out

cry against the electoral prepossessions of the king, to

which they said our commerce and navy were sacrificed.

The employment at this time of a great body of Hanove

rian troops within this island, added to the dissatisfaction

of the nation ; and the Hanoverians became extremely
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unpopular. The jacobites, seeing the prevailing sentiment,

earnestly promoted the discontent ; but conceived it to be

much greater than it eventually proved. They exaggera

ted the displeasure which was excited by the king's sup

posed preference of Hanoverian to British interest, and

construed it into a dislike of the house of Hanover, in

hopes that the dissatisfaction might pave the way for the

reestablishment of the house of Stuart on the British

throne. Foreign powers conceived the same idea, and

France attempted an invasion. The naval force of Eng

land, however, begun now to be better directed, and easily Hostilities

crushed every open attempt of the enemy. France.

THE arrival of the young pretender the following year, IT±5

proved that royalty and patriotism in British hearts, when Attempt of

. i • i iii i ii -ii- the young

the king and country are attacked, absorb all partial dis- Pretender,

•contents. The young adventurer, supported by a strong

band of heroic though misguided votaries," found that

every attempt was and would be unavailing, to ascend

a throne which was confirmed to another by the free

choice and interest of the people. Common danger abol- un;te* au

ished all distinctions ; whips and tories, churchmen and parties in

,. . . , i • L L j supporting

dissenters, united against an inroad which threatened the king

the subversion of the constitution and the plunder of pro

perty. Government experienced from the funded system

one of the chief political advantages which its first authors

had predicted. The great numbers who were interested in

supporting national credit, vigorously exerted themselves to

support the cause with which they considered private and

public prosperity as identified. In opposing rebellion, and

supporting their lawful and constitutional king, they knew

and felt they were supporting their liberty, their property,

their families, and themselves. The rebellion in 1745

proved a most favourable crisis to the house of Hanover.

It marked the difference between disapprobation of certain,

measures of his majesty or his ministers, and disaffection

to the title and government of the house of Brunswick.

Britons saw, regretted, and censured, the king's predilec

tion for his German territories, and the expense and trou

ble in which they involved this country ; but they dis-

See Home's History of the Rebellion in
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ccrued that this was only a temporary inconvenience, aris

ing from George 1 1. individually, as it had from his father,

but not likely to descend to future representatives of the

family of Hanover. The reigning king was not only born

in Hanover, but educated there in all the notions and sen

timents of the country, and had never left it until he pass

ed his thirtieth year ; a period at which the characters of

Natural for men are formed, matured, and ascertained. It was therc-

ttfbe't.Kil1 ^orc natural for George to cherish Hanover, once the only

tiai to the object of his expected inheritance, and to attend to its in

terests much more than was wise and politic in a king of

Great Britain. The whigs, whom he had long considered

us the props of his kingly power, and who had, from the

time of William, been favourable to continental connex

ions, readily coincided in his electoral projects, and en

couraged his costly scheme of subsidizing foreign states

to fight their own battles, or the battles of other powers

whose success was not necessary to the security of Bri-

Fn-derick. tain. Frederick prince of Wales, heir of the crown, was

Prince ot a child,v when his grandfather ascended the throne of

. ' Britain. Having earlv imbibed English ideas, he was
resol vcsto ,

employ la- inimical to such a multiplicity of continental engagements

merit'w'jui- llnc^ expensive subsidies, and averse to that policy of his

out res- father and grandfather which conferred offices of high

peetoiuar- ° . . . „ . °

tjr. trust on one party exclusively. Hence it was expected

that when providence should call him to the throne, he

would be less partial to his Hanoverian dominions, and

less disposed to an interference in German politics. The

prince had a numerous family, who, being all natives of

England, were brought up from their infancy in the opin-

«nd instiu lons an(^ sentiments of Englishmen. Eminent for do-

ina stini- mestic virtues, his highness and his princess directed their

prince ' chief attention to the tuition of their children, and espe-

Leorge. ciaily to initiate their heir in the opinions, principles, sen

timents, and dispositions, befitting a personage destined to

be sovereign of Great Britain. The rebellion also demon

strated that the house of Brunswick was not supported by

a party only, but by the British nation; and probably ad-

v He WM born January 1707 ; and vv «3 in the eighth year of his ngc at tht

ate; siou, Aug. lit, 1714.
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ded strength* to the former conviction of the heir of the

•vrown, that a king placed on the throne of Britain should

rule for all his subjects, and choose servants according to

merit, and not party creeds ; and confirmed his determi

nation to infuse the same doctrine into his eldest son.

THE measures speedily adopted for preventing future

rebellion, effected a most important and happy change in

the northern part of the united kingdom. The overthrow

•f aristocratical tyranny in the abolition of hereditary

jurisdictions, established law and order, extended constitu

tional liberty, secured property, stimulated industry, and

contributed powerfully to civilize the Highlanders, and

turn to beneficial efforts that bold energy of character

which had hitherto been chiefly exerted in depredations,

feuds, and insurrections. So strongly exhibiting the strik

ing and prominent virtues, the intrepid courage, the inde

fatigable activity, the invincible hardiness, the unshaken

fidelity," and ardent attachments of those generous moun

taineers, actuated by a mistaken principle, pointed them

eut, when they should be better informed and more for

tunately guided, as powerful contributors to the benefit,

honour, and glory of Britain."

IN her continental exertions, Britain in this tedious

war displayed her usual courage, and incurred enormous

expense, without accomplishing any purpose tending to

compensate her profusion of blood snd treasure, her brav

est soldiers, betrayed and deserted by faithless allies,

were far outnumbered by their enemies ; but, though fre-

v Ncrer did thjs quality appear more conspicuously eminent and honourable, than in the escape of the unfortunate chevalier ; which we cannot better

mark than in the words of Smollett : " He (Charles Stuart) was obliged to trust

hit life to (lie fidelity of above fifty individuals, und mxny of these were in the

lnacst paths of fortune. They knew that a price of thirty thousand pounds was

rttupoti hia head ; and that, by betraying him, they should enjoy wealth and

affluence : but they detested the thought of obtaining riches on such infamous

terms ; and ministered to his necessities with the utmost zeal and fidelity, eve»

«t the hazard of their own destruetion." Vol. iii. p. 9.

x As various Highland chieftains were at this time favourable to king

fieon,;e, iheir respeetive claim rendered important services in the course of tlie

the rebellion. Selected companies had been already formed into a regular

ro.'ps; and at Fnntenoy, where they fiwt saw an enemy, the forty-second regi

ment began the tenour of heroism, uhirh through four successive wnrs theyhavu

so uinformly and illustriously displayed, fruni Fuuteuoy to Alexandria.
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VIEW OF THEquently worsted, they never received a complete and de

cisive defeat.7

ON their own element, Britons, totally unencumbered

with allies, could exert and direct their most valuable

force ; and although by the remissness of ministers, and

the negligence, incapacity, or quarrels of commanders,

they performed few brilliant or important exploits in the

first years of the war; yet, through the remainder, they

were victorious in every quarter, and showed the house of

Bourbon, how vain and pernicious to themselves were their

attempts to cope with the navy of England.

THE peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, concluded on the gen

eral principle of reciprocal restitution, without any indem

nification to either party for the immense expense and se

vere losses which the belligerent powers respectively in

curred, demonstrated that the two principal contributors,

France and England, had grievously suffered by the con

test. To the national debt of England, a war of nine

years had added 31,338,6891. 18s. 6£d. ;z so that the

whole debt at this time amounted to 78,293,3131. Is. 10yd.

The addition to French debt, no less considerable, tend

ed to prove, that a war producing such an incumbrance,

besides the interruption of commerce and bringing no

equivalent, was extremely hurtful to both panics, to the

aggressor as much as the defender.

THE commetcial j nius of England rose superior to

all interruptions nnd disadvantages from her political plans.

During the last five years of the war, trade had made ex

traordinary advances ; money poured into the kingdom,

and private enterprise and public credit rose to an unpre

cedented height. Mr. Pelham, now chief minister, pos

sessing great industry and financial skill, very zealously

and successfully promoted the extension of national credit

and commerce. Aware of the benefits resulting to Bri

tain from trade with Spain, he cultivated an amicable and

close intercourse with that country. He encouraged fish

eries, manufactures, and colonization,* the bei.efits of

y Even «t Fontcnoy, the French killed and wounded considerably exceed**

the number t.f the BritUh j and our urmv was nlilc to make an orUcrl) retreat;

without tin' lo«* of their camp See Smollett, vol. 'a•!l• MO.

z See JWIuI-s l'osllellnvaite*s History oft|ie Public Revenue.

.. See .- !.,o;Vii vol. ill. in. in i. 05 ul I. y.
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which have ever since been felt. But the measure by

which his administration is principally distinguished, was cre«se°f

the reduction of the public interest, with the consent andpros-

and approbation of the creditors, from four to three per thTbi^a-"

cent. His scheme for this purpose, which would have '"8s of

been totally impracticable unless commerce had been flou

rishing, money abounding, and the funds very high, was

executed with great ease and popularity. The greater

number of creditors, having the option of being paid the

principal or lowering the interest, chose the latter alterna

tive. Mr. Pelham, indeed, though not distinguished for

force or brilliancy of genius, was upright in intention, and

indefatigable in application, always} directing his under

standing to subjects and exertions within the compass of

his abilities. Though bred up in party notions, being

candid and moderate he employed coadjutors and agents

without regard to their political party, and was one of the

most useful ministers that ever improved the blessings of

peace to an industrious and commercial people. This

peace, however, was destined to be but of short contin

uance ; for Europe was soon engaged in a war, more

general and extensive than any in which it had ever before

been involved.

THE origin, proximate causes, principles, plans, events

and results, of this war, to the accession of George III.

with the state in which they placed Britain, are particu

larly detailed in the first chapter of this History.
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CHAP. I.

Progress, Operations, and Results of the -war 1 756,

to the accession of George III.

A LIBERAL and expanded policy would have CHAP.

suggested to France, which experienced so little advan- '

tage from her wars and ambition, the wisdom of perma

nent peace. She might thus have cultivated the arts of

which her country was so susceptible, and by an inter

course with England, might have improved her commerce

and her naval skill. She might have raised herself by in

dustry and beneficial enterprise, instead of seeking to

humble her neighbours by efforts at once ineffectual against

their object and ruinous to herself. But if she did pre

fer aggression and war to peace and prosperity, she might

have learned from awful experience, that her success had

arisen, and must arise, from continental effort, in which

she might be and was superior to any power ; instead of

maritime effort, in which she was and must be inferior to

one power.

ANOTHER scheme of policy remained; which was, to Schcmesol

direct her chief attention to commerce and navigation, in F™"t'the

order to rival and surpass England. She saw that colonial British co-

establishments very extensively and powerfully promoted

our commercial and naval preeminence. Her statesmen,

confounding effect with cause, supposed our prosperity to

have arisen from our plantations : whereas those flourish

ing settlements, with many other constituents of opulefcce

VOL. I. Q
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America.

ITS*.

and power, were really results from skilful industry, ae-

qu'ying capital under fostering freedom, and thus rapidly

increasing and extending its .power of operation. They

concluded, that the effectual means of out-rivalling Bri

tain, was to reduce her colonial possessions. This object

count de Maurepas the French minister proposed ; and

for this purpose formed a plan, which, ever since the

peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, operated in various parts of the

world, but first and chiefly in North America.

DURING the seventeenth century neither France nor

England was sufficiently acquainted with the geography of

America, to ascertain with precision the limits of their

respective claims. In treatiesl" between the two crowns,

after general stipulations to abstain from encroachment, the

adjustment of bounds had been intrusted to commissioner*.

Even at the peace of Aix la-Chapelle, the American limits

were stiil left to be settled as before, and thus a ground

remained open for future contention. Though the line of

demarcation had never yet been ascertained on the frontiers

of British America, yet, rapidly flourishingon the coasts, the

colonists sought a new source of wealth Irom the remotely

interior country. They cultivated- the Indian trade, for

which their navigable lakes and rivers opened an easy and

expeditious conveyance. Extending to the west of the

Allegany mountains, our planters conceived that we had

a right to navigate the Mississippi, opening another com

munication between English America and the urcan.

With these views, a company of merchants and planters

obtained a considerable tract of land near the river Ohio,0

but within the province of Virginia ; and were established

by a charter, under the name of the Ohio Company, with

the exclusive privilege of trading to that river. This was

a measure by no means agreeable to the court of Ver

sailles : the French had projected an engrossment of the

whole fur trade of the American continent, and had

already made considerable progress, by extending a chain

of forts from the Mississippi, along the lakes Erie and

h See the treaties of Uliyswick and Utrecht

c So fur back as I7ld, the pivernor 'u° Virgin::! hud formed a projevl of a

mercantile company to be e«iai -liilterl on the Ohio; but the relative politics of

(i.VOc-b'u I. «nd IJicduku of Oilcan'r, prevented ihe king from grauting u cliaru-r.
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Ontario, to Canada and St. Laurence. Incensed at the CHAP.

interference of the English in a traffic which his .country- '

men purposed to monopolize, the governor of Quebec

wrote letters to the governors of New York and Pennsyl- 'Encroach•

vania, informing them, that as the English inland traders

had encroached on the French territories and privileges,

by trading with the Indians under the protection of his

sovereign, he would seize them wherever they could be

found, if they did not immediately desist from that illicit

practice.*1 A denunciation of punishment for the infringe

ment of an alleged right, neither admitted nor proved,

met with no attention from the English governors. The

Frenchman, finding his complaints disregarded, next year 1753.

ordered three of the British traders to be seized and car

ried to Quebec. He confiscated the goods of the accu

sed, and sent the men to Rochelle in France, where they

were detained in confinement. The earl of Albemarle,

ambassador at Versailles, remonstrated to the French

ministry on the unjust confinement of British subjects,

and procured their release, with promises from the French

ministry, that no grounds of complaint should be suffered

to continue ; bi^t the insincerity of those professions was

soon manifested by the conduct of their servants, which

was afterwards commended and justified by the court.

Meanwhile the French, pursuing their plan of encroach

ment, built forts on the territories of Indian tribes in

alliance with Britain, at Niagara, on lake Erie, in the back

settlements, o'f New York and Pennsylvania. The gover

nor of Virginia, informed of these depredations, sent

major George Washington, since so illustrious, with a

letter to the commandant of a French fort recently built

within the confines^of his province. The encroachments,

he said, were contrary to the law of nations, repugnant

to existing treaties between the two crowns, and injurious

to the interests of British subjects. He asked by whose

authority the territories of his Britannic majesty were in

vaded, and required that he should evacuate the country,

and not farther disturb the harmony which his sovereign

wished to subsist between himself and the French king.

4 See Smollett, voff in. p. an
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CHAP. The French commandant replied, that it did not belong

'• to him to discuss the right of his master to the territories

*^~*^* in question ; that he commanded the fort by ordc- r of his

general the marquis du Quesne ; that he would transmit

the letter to him, act according to his directions, and

maintain the fort, unless commanded by his general to

relinquish possession. The English governor now pro

jected a fort to be built on the Riviere Aubeuf, in the

neighbourhood of that which the French had recently

erected; and the Virginians undertook to provide the

stores, and defray the expense.

IN more northern parts of British America, the same

schemes of encroachment were carried on, with a consis

tency of design, and perseverance in execution, which

evinced that both emanated from one uniform and vigorous

plan.Settlement AT the peace of Utrecht, Acadia had been ceded by

bcotta™ ^ Frencn to tne English ; but before the peace of Aix-

la-Chapelle it had turned to very little account. During

the administration of Mr. Pelham, so auspicious to com

merce and revenue, a scheme was formed for rendering

this province a beneficial acquisition. An establishment

was proposed, which should clear the improvable grounds,

constitute communities, diffuse the benefits of population

and agriculture, and promote navigation and the fisher)'.

The design having been approved by his majesty, the earl

of Halifax, a nobleman of good understanding and liberal

sentiments, and at that time president of the board of

trade, was intrusted with the execution. Officers and

private men, dismissed from the land and sea service, were

invited by offers of ground in different proportions, accor

ding to their rank, with additional considerations accor

ding to the number and increase of their families. A

civil government was established, under which they were

to enjoy the liberties and privileges of British subjects.

The settlers were to be conveyed to the place of destina

tion, and maintained for a year at the expense of govern

ment. From the same source they were to be supplied

with arms and ammunition for defence, as well as with

materials and utensils for agriculture, fishery, and other

means of subsistence. It May 1749, the adventurers set
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sail from England, and in the latter end of June arrived CHAP.

at the harbour of Chebucto. This port is at once secure

and commodious ; it has a communication with most parts ^fa

of the province, either by land carriage, navigable rivers,

or the sea, and is peculiarly well situated for fishery.

Here governor Cornwallis pitched on a spot for a settle

ment, and laid the foundation of a town, the building of

which he commenced on a regular plan, and gave it the

name of Halifax, in honour of its noble patron.

THE actual advantage to accrue from the colonization

of Nova Scotia, which must be contingent or at least dis

tant, appears to have had less share in inducing Britain to

make the establishment, than the desire of securing it from

being repossessed by the French ; as they, if again masters

of the country, might very much annoy the more southern

colonies, which were then rapidly flourishing. The French, jcalousy-of

regarding the new colony with jealousy and displeasure, p',^.

as promoting the advantage of Britain, and counteracting

their own views, did not themselves at first disturb the

qew settlers, but instigated the Indians to give them every

annoyance.

WHEN Halifax was built, the Indians were spirited to

commit hostilities against the inhabitants, some of whom

they murdered, and others they carried prisoners to Lou-

isburg, where they sold them for arms and ammunition.

The French pretended that they maintained this traffic

from motives of pure compassion, in order to prevent the

massacre of the English captives j whom, however, they

did not set at liberty, without exacting an enormous price.

These marauders, it was found, were generally headed

by French commanders. When complaints were made

to the governor of Louisburg, he answered, that these

Indians were not within his jurisdiction.

THE commissioners appointed to ascertain the limits

of the two powers met repeatedly ; but the preten

sions of the French were so exorbitant, and so totally

inconsistent with the letter and spirit of treaties, and the

generally understood description of the countries, that

they plainly perceived that every attempt to establish

amicably a fair demarcation would be vain.* The governor

e Smollett, vol. Hi. p 211.
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CIIAP. of Canada detached an officer with a party of men to for-

" tify a post in the bay of Chenecto, within the English

...„ Nova Scotia, under the pretence of its constituting a part

of the French territory. Besides being a palpable inva

sion of a British possession, this was productive of a two

fold evil to the new colony. When Acadia had been ceded

to the crown of England, Annapolis was the chief town,

and indeed continued so till the building of Halifax.

Many of the French families that inhabited the town un

der- their native government, were suffered, and chose to

continue in it, and in fact became British subjects. Not

a few, however, still retained their predilection for

their mother country, were closely connected with the

French establishments in Cape Breton and Canada, and

were active partisans in instigating the Indians to

molest the English colonists. Encouraged by the vici

nity of the fort novvraised, they became openly rebellious.

By the fortification of the same post, the Indians also

acquired an easy access into the peninsula, to annoy, plun

der, capture, and massacre the subjects of England.

IN spring 1/50, general Cornwallia detached major

Lawrence with a small body of men to reduce the Anna-

politans to obedience ; but at his approach they burnt their

town, forsook their possessions, and sought protection

from monsieur la Corne, who was at the head of fifteen

hundred men, well supplied with arms and ammunition.

Major Lawrence, knowing that he was unable to cope

with such a force in the open field, demanded an in

terview with the French commandant, and asked on what

principle he protected the rebellious subjects of Great

Britain ? La Corne, without entering into any discussion,

merely replied, that 'he was ordered to defend that post,

and would obey his orders. The major found it neces

sary to return to Halifax, and lay the proceedings of the

Moralities French before the governor. The Annapolitans, bettev

Fmirh known by the name of the French Neutrals, in conjunc-

Noutrais tiou with tho Indians, renewed their depredations upon

•iiatjs the inhabitants of Halifax, and of other settlements in

the province. Incensed at the ingratitude of the French

Neutrals towards that country which for near forty years

had afforded them the most liberal protection, general
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Cornwallis determined to expel them from a country CHAP.

which they now so much disturbed. He accordingly de- '

tached major Lawrence with a thousand men, attacked

the Neutrals and Indians, routed them, and killed and

wounded a considerable number, until they took refuge

with M. la Corne. This gentleman, an officer under the

French king, and commanding that monarch's troops,

gave shelter and assistance to rebels against the British

government, then at peace with his sovereign. The Eng

lish built a fort not far from Chenecto, called St. Law

rence, after its founder, and this served in some degree

to keep the French and their auxiliary barbarians in check.

Still, however,' the Indians and Neutrals' were able very

often to attack the English in the interior parts of the pen

insula. During the years 1751 and 1752, the Indians-

and their coadjutors continued to disturb, plunder, and

butcher the new colonists. In th&ir expeditions they were

countenanced and supported by the French commanders,

who always supplied them with boats,arms and ammunition.

While the French thus stimulated and assisted the ene

mies of our country, they were no less active and perse

vering themselves in encroachment, and continued to

erect forts within the English limits, to secure their own

inroads and aggressions. They projected, and in a great

degree finished, a chain of posts in the north, as they had

erected and were erecting a similar chain in the south.

It was obviously the intention of the French to command French

the whole interior country from the river St. Lawrence to

the Mississippi, and thereby to prevent intercourse be

tween the Indians and the English colonies : in peace to

command all the Indian trade, and in war to enable them

selves to make continual inroads upon the English, and

to have the whole assistance of the Indians to annoy and

devastate the British plantations. Thus they proposed to

surround our settlements by a strong and comprehensive

line on every side but that next the sea, so as not only to

contract our bounds and reduce their productiveness, but

f At the cession of Acadiu to England, a considerable numVer of its French

coloinsts had, as we have before obsrrved, been permitted to remain in the

e'iMntnr, on enpajfittgtrr yield allowance to Britain, and undertaking to be neu

tral in any subsequent dispute between Britain and France ; and thence they re-

ceited the uame of Neutrals.
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CHAP. to have the means of progressively advancing to the coast,

'• and depriving us of our most valuable possessions. This

1753 was tnclr Srand scheme of territorial and commercial

Operation acquisition in North America; in which they had made

" very considerable progress, before Britain took effectual

steps to check their encroachments. Such was the state

of affairs in 1753.

1754. THE British government, by repeated representation*,

Tcrmm-nt*" was made sensible that the encroachments of France were

demands extremely important ; and it was soon discovered, that.

satisfaction •..,,,, ... . , '

of France, besides the other advantages which would accrue to that

nation from the transfer of so much of our American

trade, and the enclosure of our colonies, she would rapidly

enhance the value of her West India islands. A reference

to treaties proved, that these pretensions were as contrary

to justire, as the resources of the country demonstrated

them to be hurtful to our interests. Unwilling, however,

to have recourse to hostilities without previously demanding

satisfaction, George instructed his ambassador at Versailles

to state the grievance, and require redress. The ambas

sador accordingly represented the injuries which had been

sustained by British subjects, through the instigation of

the French, and the aggressions made by their governors,

in entering our territories and building forts within British

limits. He demanded the indemnification of the sufferers,

the punishment of the aggressors, and the transmission of

orders8 to prevent future violence and invasion, and to

Rectivts demolish the forts already erected. The French court

answer, e gave general promises of sending such instructions to its

and re- officers in America, as would preclude every future cause
solves to ' ' •

repel force of just complaint. So far, hoxvever, was that court from

OT"e' being sincere in its professions, that de la Jonquiere, com

mander in chief, proceeded more rapidly than before to

extend the encroachments. Britain, finding how little the

conduct of France tallied with her professions, resolved

to assume a different tone, and despatched orders to the

governbrs of America to repel force by force, and to form

a political confederacy for their mutual defence.

IT was an important object to England, to detach the

Indians from their connexion with France, and procure

g Smollett, vol. Hi. p. 205.
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their cooperation with the British settlements. The gov- CHAP.

ernor of New York was directed to attempt the atcom- '

plishment of these purposes. The undertaking was diffi t7s±

cult: the French were . employing every art which their
... . u j • • I , , tioni of

versatile ingenuity could devise, to win the attachment ol Britain

the Indians. The English governor, however, made *''l.' 'h*

overtures to the chiefs of the Six Nations ; and, by the

promise of valuable presents, prevailed on them to open a

negotiation. A congress was accordingly appointed at

Albany, whither the governor, accompanied by commis

sioners from the other colonies, repaired. By the few

Indians who attended, the proposals of the English were

received with evident coldness. They, however, accepted

the presents, professed attachment to England, and decla

red their enmity to France. They even renewed their

treaties with Britain, and demanded assistance to drive the

French from the Indian territories. To avail themselves

of these professions, the British governors sent major

Washington, with four hundred Virginians, to occupy a

post on the banks of the Ohio. That officer erected a

fort to defend himself, until an expected reinforcement

should arrive from New York. De Villier, a French

commander, marched with nine hundred men to dislodge

Washington ; but first summoned the Virginians to evac

uate a fort, which was built, as he asserted, on ground

belonging to the French, or their allies. Finding his inti

mation disregarded, he attacked the place. Washington,

though inferior in force, for some time defended himself

with great vigour; but was at length obliged to yield to

superior numbers. He surrendered the fort by capitula

tion, stipulating the return of his troops to their own

country. The Indians, notwithstanding their recent pro

fessions and contract, attacked and plundered Washington's

party, and massacred a considerable number.

AFFAIRS were now drawing to a crisis between Eng

land and France. The French were persevering in a

system of encroachment, which the British were deter

mined no longer to permit. It now therefore remained

for France, either to relinquish her usurpations, and

make satisfaction to the injured, or to support injus

tice by force. As she appeared evidently resolved to

VOL. I. R
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embrace the latter alternative, both nations considered a

rupture as probable, and began to prepare for hostilities,

France sent reinforcements of troops to America, and

England directed her colonies to take proper measures to

prevent or repel the inroads of the enemy.

IN the internal state of British America there were

circumstances favourable to the progress of the aggressors.

Each settlement had separate interests, and was internally

divided into different factions. Some unseasonable dis

putes between the executive government and popular

speakers in the assemblies, occupied the time and attention

which the mutual interest of all parties required to h:\ve

been devoted to the common defence.

WHEN the British parliament met in 1754-5, his ma

jesty's speech,1i without expressly mentioning the probable

approach of hostilities, evidently implied a conviction that

they were sufficiently probable to call for vigorous precau

tionary measures. The king declared, that his principal

view was, and should be, to strengthen the foundation and

secure the continuance of a general peace ; to improve

the present advantages of tranquillity for promoting the

trade of his subjects, and protecting those possessions

which constituted one great source of their wealth and

commerce. In voting the supplies, parliament made

provision for more than the peace establishment of land

and sea forces. Meanwhile preparations were making at

Brest, and other ports of France. A powerful armament

was equipping, and acknowledged to be intended for

North America, though the French government continued

to make amicable professions. • •

1755. ON the 25th of March a message from his majestyfrom his informed parliament, that the present situation of

parHa^ lo affairs rendered it necessary to augment his forces by sea

mept and land ; a^nd take such other measures as might besttend to secure the just rights and possessions of his crownin America, as well as to repel any attempts that shouldbe formed against his majesty and his kingdoms. A loyaland suitable address was returned to this message, and asupply voted for the purpose recommended. The French

l) See State papers for that year
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still offered the teost solemn assurances of intended amity, CHAP.

and adherence to treaties. With such artifice and dupli- lcity did the court of Versailles conduct itself, that even 17S5

the instrument of these professions, the ambassador at the

court of London believed his employers to be sincere ;'

and, on discovering his error, repaired to his own country,

and upbraided the French ministers with making him the

tool of their dissimulation.

PERSEVERING in deceit, the court of Versailles ordered

him to return to London, and give fresh assurances of its

peaceful intentions. Undoubted intelligence now arriving

that a strong armament was ready to sail from Rochfort

and Brest, afforded proofs of the little confidence due to

the French professions of pacific intentions. The court of

London in vain applied to France for redress, and finding

her fleet destined for the scene of her continued aggression,

naturally and justly concluded her intentions to be hostile,

and sent a squadron under admiral Boscawen to watch the

motions of the enemy's fleet. Having sailed toward the Prepara-

end of April for the American seas, to intercept the arma- ^"*

ment, he reached in June the coast of Newfoundland.

The French squadron arrived about the same time at the

mouth of the river St. Lawrence. The fogs so prevalent

on those coasts, prevented the fleets from seeing each

other. A great part of our rival's armament escaped up

the river;- but the Alcide and Lys, two ships of the line,

with land forces on board, being separated from the rest

of the fleet, fell in with two British ships,k and after a vig

orous engagement were captured.

THIS was the commencement of maritime hostilities; Com-

and, were we to overlook preceding acts of the French, it "'^f

might appear to be an aggression on our part ; but the naval hos-

fact, as we have seen, was, that they had for several years

encroached on our American territories : we had repeatedly

applied for redress, but in vain ; for they continued and

increased their invasions. Thus they had commenced

hostilities, while w,e had only used force in our own

defence, to weaken an armament which was destined to

support and extend their acts of injustice. It is as evident

i See Smollett, vol. iii. p. 15. k The Dunkirk, rapt, (late eail) Howe,

«nil ilie Defiance, capt. Andrew.
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CHAP. a principle as any in jurisprudence, that injuries attempted

^^-v-^ may be prevented; and therefore, that war to hinder an

1755 attack, is as lawful as war to repel or punish an injury.

Francethe The French, however, had done more than attempt, they

*ggr*"or. had inflicted injury, and were continuing in the same

course ; satisfaction having been demanded, they gave no

redress; therefore force on our part was not only justi

fiable, but necessary. Hostilities being on the side of

England just, the conduct of France from the peace of

Aix-la-Chapelle, especially her schemes of naval aggran

dizement, and the vast increase of her marine, rendered it

expedient that we should endeavour chiefly to weaken that

part of her power by which we might be most annoyed.

Policy coincided with justice in dictating an attack upon

her ships ; this was really no more than making reprisals

at sea, for her aggressions on land. -As the provocation

of the French justified reprisals, prudence required that,

in order to weaken the enemy as well as indemnify our

selves, they should be as extensive as possible. The court

of London formed a very vigorous and bold resolution : it

i^uc-d, orders, that all French ships, whether outward or

homeward bound, should be seized and brought into

English harbours. To execute this plan, admirals of the

highest celebrity were chosen, and English cruisers were

judiciously disposed in every station. Though our squa

drons had not the good fortune to fall in with the enemy,

our frigates and .sloops were so successful in annoying the

French trade, that before the end of the year, three hun

dred of their merchant ships, many of them from St.

Domingo and Martinico, extremely rich, and eight thou

sand of their sailors, were taken. These captures not

only deprived the French of a great source of revenue in

the property which they contained, but of a great body of

seamen, and thus were extremely advantageous to this

country. They also afforded a lesson to a power seeking

commercial and naval aggrandizement, that no policy

could more effectually obstruct such an object, than a

hostile attack on Great Britain.

THE English and their colonies began regular hosti

lities in America, to repel the invasions of the French,

and to dispossess them ol their unjust acquisitions. In the
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|)lan of operations for the campaign 1755 in North Ame- CHAP.

rica, it was proposed to attack the enemy on the confines '

of Nova Scotia in the north, their forts on the lakes in the ,..r
I / *> J «

west, and on the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia

in the southwest. Early in the spring, a body of troops ,was transported from New England to Nova Scotia, to as

sist in driving the French from their encroachments on

that province. Colonel Monckton was appointed by the

governor to command in this service. Three frigates and

a sloop were sent up the bay of Fundy, under the com

mand of captain Rous, to second the land forces. The

British and provincial troops, attacking a large body of

regulars, Acadians, and Indians, compelled them to

fly. Thence Monckton advanced to the fort of Beau-

scjour, which the French had built on British ground.

Investing it on the 12th of June, he in four days forced

it to surrender. Changing the name to Cumberland,

he secured the possession by a garrison. On the 17th,

he reduced another fort ; a valuable acquisition, as it

w.is the chief magazine of the enemy in that quarter.

Cuptain Rous, no less successful, obliged the French to

tv.icuate a fort which they had erected at the mouth of the

river St. John. These successes secured to England the

entire possession of Nova Scotia, which had been so long

disturbed by the enemy.

BUT the most important object of the campaign was,

todrive the French from their posts on and near the Ohio.

The strongest fort for securing iheir settlements was Du

Quesne, against which an expedition was projected, to con

sist of British and provincial troops under general Brad-

dock. This commander arrived in Virginia with two

regiments in the month of February. When he was rea

dy to take the field, he found that the contractors had pro

vided neither a sufficient quantity of provisions for his

troops, nor the requisite number of carriages. This de

ficiency, however, might have been foreseen, it proper

inquiries had been made into the state of that plantation.

The Virginians, attending little to any produce but tobacco,

did not raise corn enough for their own subsistence ; and,

being most comrnodiously situated, tor water carriage, they

had very few vehicles of any other kind. Pennsylvania, on
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the other hand, abounded in corn, in carts, wagons, and

horses ; that, therefore, would have been the fitter colony

i'or forwarding military operations. Besides it would have

afforded a shorter route, by equally practicable roads, to

the destined place. The choice of Virginia considerably

delayed the expedition. From Pennsylvania the com

mander was at length supplied, and enabled to march ; but

a fatal obstacle to success still remained in the character

of the general. Braddock, bred in the English guards,

neral was well versed in established evolutions. Of narrow un-

derstnnding, though sufficiently expert in customary de

tails, he had never ascended to the principles of military

science. Rigid in matters of discipline, but fully as often

for the display of command as the performance of duty,

he was very unpopular among the soldiers. Positive and

self-conceited in opinion, haughty and repulsive in man

ners, hft closed the avenues to information. Brave and

intrepid, he, with his confined abilities, might have been

fit for a subordinate station, but evidently had not the

power, essential to a general, of commanding an ascen

dency over the minds of men. The creature of custom

and authority, he despised all kinds of tactics and warfare

which he had not seen practised. He did not consider,

that the same species of contest may not suit the plains of

Flanders and the fastnesses of America. The duke of

Cumberland had written his instructions with his own

hand, and had both hi word and writing cautioned him

strongly against ambuscade. The self-conceit of his con

tracted mind suffered him neither to regard these counsels,

nor to consult any under his command respecting Ameri

can warfare. The Indians, if well disposed, would, from

their knowledge of the country and their countrymen, haxre

rendered essential service. Disgusted, however, by his

overbearing behaviour, most of them forsook his army.

On the 18th of June he set off from fort Cumberland, and

marched with great expedition through the woods ; but,

though entreated by his officers, neglected to explore the

country. On the 8th of July he arrived within ten miles

ol fort Du Quesne, still utterly regardless of the situation

or disposition of the enemy. The following day, about

noon, as he was passing a swamp between a lane of trees.
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he was suddenly attacked on both flanks by bodies of CHAP. ,

French and Indians concealed in the wood. The general, l

in his dispositions for resistance, showed the perseverance 1755

of his obstinacy. He was advised to scour the thicketswith grapeshot, or with Indians and other light troops ;but he commanded his forces to form in regular order, asif they had been advancing against an enemy in an opencountry. His soldiers, perceiving themselves misled intoan ambuscade, were seized with a panic, and thrown intoconfusion ; which was soon increased by the fall of mostof their officers, at whom the dexterous Indian marksmenhad chiefly aimed. The general fought valiantly; butreceiving a shot, was carried off the field, and expired

io a few hours : an awful instance, how little mere courageand forms of tactics, without judgment and prudence, canavail a commander in chief when he is employed on 'animportant service. The provincial troops advancing fromthe rear, and engaging the enemy, gave the regulars timeto recover their spirits and ranks, and thus preserved themfrom total destruction. Notwithstanding this support,more than half the troops were cut to pieces. The remainsof the army made a masterly retreat to Virginia undercolonel Washington, to whose skill and conduct it wnschiefly owing that they were not overtaken and destroyed ;but they thus necessarily left the western frontier exposedto the French and Indians.

THE same general object was attempted from the more

northern provinces : thence it was proposed to dispossess

the French of the cordon of forts erected between and \Jtcs.

along the lakes. General Shirley, who had succeeded

Braddock, ordered the surviving troops to march from

Virginia to New York, that they might join the north

ern forces. An expedition was accordingly undertaken

against two of the principal forts ; one at Niagara, between

lakes Erie and Ontario, and the other at Crown Point,

near lake Champlain. General William Johnson, who^

having long resided in the interior parts of the prov

ince of New York, had learned the language and gained

the affections of the Indians, was appointed to com

mand against Crown Point. On the 18th of August

the general began his march, and was by the Indians
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CHAP. exactly informed of the disposition of the enemy. He

.^v-x^ found baron Dieskau proceeding against him with a

1755 strong body of troops. An advanced party of Britishprovincials and friendly Indians, being attacked by theFrench, suffered considerably before the rest of the armyarrived ; but Johnson, having come up with the mainbody, engaged and completely defeated the French forces,of whom almost one thousand were killed.

AUTUMN being now far advanced, it was considered

as too late in the season to attack Crown Point, and the

troops retired to quarters.

SHIRLEY himself headed the expedition to Niagara;

, butthe defeat of Braddock had damped the spirits of the

provincials, and even of the British troops, so that not a

few deserted. It was the middle of August before he

conld collect a force sufficient for his purpose ; and he was

obliged to leave a number of his men to guard the fort of

Osvvego, on the western confines of New York, lest the

French should seize it, and intercept his return. There

also he was obliged to wait for provisions till the 29th of

4k September. The autumnal rains being now set in, many

of the Indians deserted the army. It was determined in

a council of war, that under all these disadvantages they

should dtfer the projected expedition till the following

season. Shirley, therefore, leavit g a garrison of 7OO

men at Oswego, returned to Alban' .

THUS, in the campaign 1755, the gen. -rat object was,

to dislodge the French from their usurp.- 1 possessions in

America. This purpose was attempted on the side of

Nova Scotia with success ; against the French chain of

forts with partial advantage, but without ultimate or ma

terial effect ; and against their encroachments on the con

fines of Virginia, not only without success, but with griev

ous disaster : and, on the whole, this campaign of Ame

rica was unfortunate to Britain. Our losses on that

quarter of the world, however, were amply compensated

by the decisive blow which was struck in Europe, against

the trade and shipping of the enemy.

XegntU- MEANWHILE, the contending parties were actively

t>ou employed in interesting neighbouring princes in their re

spective causes. France, in conformity to her general
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plan of naval aggrandizement, bent her most strenuous CHAP.

efforts to inspire Spain with a jealousy of the English, and y^^^

to render her inimical to this country ; but Spain was at ,755"

this time peculiarly well affected to Britain. Ferdinand

VI. was chiefly desirous of cultivating the arts of peace ;

of rousing his people from the lethargic indolence under

which they had so long laboured ; of propagating a spirit

of industry, and encouraging manufactures and commerce.

His ablest and most confidential adviser in these projected

improvements, was Don Kicardo Wall, a gentleman of

Irish extraction, respected for political ability, and from

the conclusion of the peace, Spanish ambassador at the

court of London. This minister bestowed great pains in Friendly-

learning the nature and processes of the manufactures and of'^pai,',°"

merchandise which had so much aggrandized England l

and communicating his various observations to his

master, convinced the monarch that, commercially and

politically, an amicable intercourse with Britain was,

and would be, most conducive to the best interests of

Spain. These were sentiments which the catholic king

continued to cherish ; and when hostilities broke out, the

French ministers professed to Ferdinand a desire of an

accommodation, but insisted that a suspension of arms in

America should be a preliminary. The Spanish king ap

peared not averse to the office of mediator ; but the Bri

tish minister stated, that, however willing his majesty

might be to accept of Spain as an umpire, he could not

agree to the proposed preliminary, without hazarding the

whole British interests in America. Wall, thoroughly

acquainted with the real state of affairs between the two

powers, seconded these arguments, and Spain resolved to

observe a strict impartiality in the contest.

WITH other powers the negotiations of France were

more successful. Overtures were made to German princes

for succours, which implied an intention of attacking the

electoral dominions of the king of England. Hanover had

evidently no concern in the disputes between the bellige

rent powers, and was, respecting France, in a state of ab

solute neutrality. The design of invading that country

was obviously unjust, and contrary to the law of nations.

The French, however, knowing the predilection of

VOL. I. S
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CHAP. George for his native dominions, thought that, to protect

'' them, he would make great sacrifices of the British claims

175, in America. Aware of their designs, his Britannic ma-

Subsidiary jesty concluded a treaty with the landgrave of Hesse Cas-

ireaucs, ^ ^ ^ empiOyment of eight thousand troops in the

service of the king whenever they might be wanted. An

alliance was also concluded with Elizabeth empress of

Russia, by which she was to hold fifty-five thousand men

in readiness for the service of his Britannic majesty.

1756. WHEN these treaties came before parliament, they un-

in'piiri'w- derwent a very able discussion. The parties in parlia

ment nient were at this time three : the first consisted of the

Newcastle interest ; the second was headed by Mr. Fox,

with powerful connexions, which were formed and com

bined by the solid and masculine ability of that statesman.;

Mr. Pitt, and the third was led by Mr. Pitt, who rested for sup

port on superior genius, splendid eloquence, a bold and

intrepid spirit, and the exalted character and extensive po

pularity which these qualities commanded. Ever since the

final downfal of the pretender^ hopes, and the discomfi

ture of the jacobites, the chief offices of government had

been bestowed less exclusively upon whigs, than during the

first thirty years of the house of Brunswick. Since the

death of Mr. Pelham, Mr. Fox had been secretary of

state, Mr. Pitt paymaster general of the forces, and Mr.

Legge, Mr. Pitt's friend, chancellor of the exchequer ;

so that the whig connexion, though the duke of Newcas

tle was prime minister, did not monopolize administration,

and the other servants of his majesty did not always coin

cide in his grace's political measures. The treaty with

Russia was very severely censured by Pitt and Legge, as

. • producing an enormous expense, from which Britain could

derive no benefit, since the efforts of Russia could not be

employed against the French in North America, where

only they were invading our rights and possessions.11 The

Newcastle party, however, argued, that this danger of

Hanover was incurred from her connexion with Britain,

without any act of her own; and that it was therefore

k There is A very Hnimnted description of this delmtc in a Ivltcr from lord

Orford. See Horace VValpole to grnrrul Conwro, daU'il Muveinbcr 15, 17?$

Orford'c Works.
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equitable and just that Britain should contribute towards CHAP.

her defence. On this ground, the treaty was approved by

a great majority, and Legge and Pitt resigned their offices. 175&

Vigorous preparations were now making for war. la

France, several bodies of troops moved towards the nor

thern coasts, and excited in England an alarm of an

intended invasion. Ere long it appeared, that the sole

design of France was to divert our attention, while she

meditated a blow in another quarter.

THE French had prepared an armament in the Medi- Expedition

terranean : at Toulon, twelve ships of the line were ready "LanstMl-

in April 1756, and conveyed an army of eleven thousand n°r«k.

men to Minorca. Landing there, they invested fort St.

Philip on the 25th of April. The ministers and consuls

of England, residing in Spain and Italy, had repeatedly

sent intelligence to government of the. armament preparing,

and that they apprehended Minorca to be its object. In

this opinion they were confirmed, by certain information

that the fleet was victualled with only two months provi

sion, and consequently could not be designed for America,

or any distant expedition. General Blakeney, governor of

Minorca, under the same conviction, repeatedly represented

to the British ministers, the weakness of the garrison of

St. Philip, which was the chief fortress of the island. No

steps, however, were taken to reinforce the general, until

the French were about to invade Minorca. Convinced at

length of the danger, ministry attempted measures of de

fence ; which were neither effectual in force, nor as it

afterwards appeared, in the commander who was intrusted.

The French fleet now consisted of fifteen ships of the line,

well equipped and manned. Ten only were despatched Byngsent

from Britain, and under the conduct of admiral Byng, who

had never acquired a character sufficient to justify so im

portant a trust. On the 7th of April they sailed from

Spithead for Gibraltar. The admiral, being instructed to

inquire whether the French fleet had passed the Streights,

learned at Gibraltar that the enemy had actually descended

upon Minorca. He wrote to the admiralty, that if he had

been sent in time, he could have prevented the French

from effecting a landing. He complained that there were

no magazines in Gibraltar for supplying his squadron with



132 RlSrOUV OF TIIE

CHAP. necessaries ; that the careening wharfs, pits, and store

houses, were entirely decayed, so that he wouk. have the

1756 greatest difficulty in repairing his ships ; that it would be

impolitic to attempt the relief of St. Philip, as it could not

be saved but by a land force Strong enough to raise the

siege ; and that a small reinforcement would only increase

the number of men who must fall into the hands of the

enemy. This letter, implying a charge of culpable negli

gence against administration, and also anticipating the

miscarriage of his enterprise, was very unpleasing at home,

and rendered Byng odious to government.

THE admiral, reinforced by a squadron under Mr.

Edgecumbe, left Gibraltar on the 8th of May.1 Arriving

off Minorca, he attempted to send intelligence to general

Blakeney. The French fleet now appearing, he formed

his line of battle. In the evening the enemy advanced in

order, but tacked about to gain the weather gage. The

next morning both advanced to the conflict. Kear-admi-ral West, second in command, attacked the enemy with

such force as soon to drive them out of their line ; but he

declines an was not supported by admiral Byng's division. The adini-

memSw"itb ra'> though his own ship had 90 guns, and was well

theFrench manned and equipped, kept aloof. His captain exhorted

him to bear down upon the enemy ; but he declared his

resolution to avoid the error of admiral Matthews, who,

in the preceding war, by pushing too far forward, had

broken the line, and exposed himself to the enemy's fire.

Such precipitation Byng was determined to avoid; and,

indeed, so resolutely did he adhere to his cautious plan,

that he really did not engage. The French admiral, not

wishing to compel a closer fight, took advantage of Mr.

Byng's avoidance of rashness, and retreated. Calling «

council of war, Byng stated his own inferiority to the

enemy in weight of metal and number of men ; with his

opinion, that the relief of Minorca was impracticable, and

that it was safest to retire to Gibraltar. The council having

concurred hi these sentiments, he accordingly did retreat

to Gibraltar; and Minorca thus deserted, after a very

gallant defence of nine weeks by general Blakeney and his

I Se« Smollett, vol. iii. p. 280
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valiant band, fell into the hands of the enemy. The admi- CHAP.

rally, informed of this conduct, was extremely enraged

against Byng. How, they asked, could he ascertain the

impracticability of defending Minorca, without trying the

experiment ? Was the impression made by West, a proof

of the inferiority of our naval force ? Had not the English

generally prospered from adventurous boldness ? Where

was the danger of seconding, instead of abandoning, the

other division, when it had broken the enemy's line ? Was

it by such avoidance of contest, that England had attained

the highest pitch of naval glory ? These sentiments ex*' ^.tended from the admiralty over the whole nation. A vio- popular in-

1i -rt T-L- j • .. ilignntion

lent popular rage arose against Byng. 1 his predominant

passion, said by the historians of the timei" to have been

cherished by ministers, in order to divert the public atten

tion from their own supineness, naturally overlooked the

circumstances of the case. Presuming him guilty, without

ascertaining the grounds of the alleged guilt, the nation,

by anticipating, perhaps in a certain degree produced, the

sentence which he afterwards underwent. Byng, having

been superseded, was brought home under arrest, and com

mitted close prisoner to Greenwich hospital. He was Byngtried,

tried for cowardice, treachery, and not having done his

utmost. Acquitted of the two first charges, he was con

demned on the last. Great intercessions were made in his

favour, and even by the court which sentenced him, to

procure the royal mercy. The applications, however, were

unsuccessful; though respited for a time, he was shot on andexfr

the 14th of April 1757. Many, who did not pretend to

vindicate Byng from the charge of misconduct, considered

his fall as a sacrifice to the numerous, but now feeble junto,

which supported the measures of the duke of Newcastle.

Indeed it is evident, that, whether Byng's conduct, (if he ,had a sufficient force) arose from timidity, professional

ignorance, or gross error of judgment, it was such as

demonstrated him unfit for the office with which he was

intrusted, and consequently was disgraceful to those minis.ters who had selected him for that employment. As he

never had established a high character as a naval com-

m See Smollett, rol. iii. p. 34C.
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.—^^, eminent distinction, it was alleged that the choice of Byng

•756. arose from political conexion, and not from personal cha

racter. His trial and execution, however, if they for a

time diverted the public attention, did not continue to

abstract it from the conduct of administration.

NEGOTIATIONS had still been going on between the

courts of London and Versailles ; but the king of Eng

land, from the invasion of Minorca, considering France as

Deeiara- determined to reject all amicable overtures, declared war

1 in May 1756, and published a manifesto stating the ground

' both of its justice arid necessity. In the following month,

war was declared by France against Britain.

THE transactions in America in the campaign 1756,

were neither advantageous nor honourable to England.

The British plan was, to attack the fort of Niagara, in

.order to cut off the communication between Canada and

Ontario ; to reduce Ticonderago and Crown Point, that

the frontiers of New York might be delivered from the

danger of invasion, and Great Britain might become master

of lake Champlain ; to detach a body of troops, by the

river Kennebec, to alarm the capital of Canada ; and to

besiege fort Du Quesne and other fortresses on the Ohio."

The preparations, however, were by no means adequate

to sucli numerous and extensive objects. There was great

tardiness in despatching troops from England. The earl

of London, appointed commander in chief, arrived so late

with his armament, that it was useless for the whole year.

Thus the enemy were enabled, not only to be better pro

vided against future attacks, but even then to act on the

offensive. The French and Indians continued to molest

the British settlements with impunity. Encouraged by

the inactivity of the English forces, they attacked the

fortress of Oswcgo, and made themselves masters of it,

though strongly garrisoned. The earl of London, finding

himself unable to act offensively that year, employed his

time in preparations for beginning the following campaign

early, and with great force. No action of importance

distinguished the naval history of this year. Single British

n See Smollett. vol. iii. p. C98'.
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ships took Merchantmen and ships of war belonging to the CHAP.

enemy, but the fleets were not engaged after our retreat .—>r^.

from Minorca. The most important acquisitions to this 175t

country were attained through privateers, which consider

ably distressed the enemy's trade.

IN the hostilities between Britain and France, other Affairs on

countries now became involved. His Britannic majesty nJltc

had, as we have seen, formed a treaty with Russia, in

order to preserve the neutrality of Hanover, and to employ

a great portion of the French forces. Circumstances,

however, speedily gave a total change to this system of

alliance, and effected a confederacy between the king of

Britain and the Prussian Frederic, who was the opponent

of Russia. These engagements, and their objects, neces

sarily demand a short review of the progress and state of

the Prussian power under that extraordinary man, who

then held the sovereignty.

IN the seventeenth century, Brandenburgh was a prin

cipality of little importance in the politics of Europe.

Towards its close, its sovereign became an elector ; and

in the beginning of the last century, a king. Frederic Frederic

William, the second monarch of Prussia, with a view to J|j° r(ft"

increase the power and importance of his kingdom, devo

ted his attention almost exclusively to his army. He

established a military force, much superior to any that

had been on foot under his predecessors ; and formed an

army, with the most perfect discipline, according to the

existing rules of tactics, but far inferior in number and

itrength to the forces of the neighbouring potentates.

Indeed, his dominions could not supply, much less main

tain, a very powerful army. His soil was unfruitful, his

population was scanty, his people were poor, and his

revenue was inconsiderable. These were the narrow

resources which, on the death of Frederic William, fell

into the hands of his son and successor° Frederic II.

But Frederic had in his genius and spirit resources which

supplied the political and physical wants of his kingdom :

he was a man born to render a small state great.

THE house of Brandenburgh had ancient claims to

the two principalities of Silesia, almost as great in^extent,

o See Gillies's Frederic, p. 02
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CHAP. and fuHy equal in value, to half its dominions. The

i^^^ claim was itself intricate.-. Austria asserted with truth,

1750. that Brandenburgh had yielded Silesia for an equivalent ;

but Frederic denied that his predecessor possessed the

power of ceding that territory ; alleging besides, that no

equivalent hud been received, and that the consideration

given, was totally inadequate. As Austria altogether

reprobated this construction of the treaty, Frederic had,

on the death of the emperor Charles VI., invaded Silesia ;

the queen of Hungary, who was then engaged with so

many enemies, and unable to defend Silesia effectually,

had ceded it at last, by the treaty of Breslaw, to the

Prussian king. Hostilities being again renewed between

Maria Teresa and Frederic, a second peace was concluded

at Dresden in 1745, in which the king of Prussia dictated

the terms, and Silesia was renounced more solemnly than

before. The empress queen,1" considering the valuable

province of Silesia as not restored by her justice, but

extorted from her weakness, had scarcely settled this

peace, before she began to project schemes for its recov

ery. In 1 746, she formed with the court of Petersburgh

a treaty which was ostensively defensive, but really offen

sive. By a secret article it was provided, that if his

Prussian majesty should attack the empress queen, the

empress of Russia, or the republic of Poland, the aggres

sion should be considered as a breach of the treaty of

Dresden ; the right of the empress queen to Silesia, ceded

by that treaty, should revive ; and the contracting parties

should mutually furnish an army of sixty thousand men to

reinvest the empress queen with that duchy. Poland,

without actually signing this treaty, was understood to

accede to its conditions.

Maria Tc- AFTER the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the empress
iTaaof ' . ,r . . . "

Austria, queen had devoted great attention to the internal improve

ment of her country, especially to the increase of her

military strength. This engine of power she promoted

by a judicious choice of officers, liberal encouragement to

her troops, and, above all, by her rare and happy, talents

of exciting in those who approached her person, zeal,

rv >"rancis Stephen, her husband, had been then just choseu ewperor



REIGN OF GEORGE HI.

emulation, exertion, and a resolution to encounter every CHAP.

risk in order to obtain her favour.*3 She rendered her y-^^,

army much more perfect and formidable than any force 1?5&

had before been under the house of Austria : and while

thus making preparations at home, she was not idle

abroad, she employed her utmost efforts to embroil the

king of Prussia with the court of Petersburgh, and made

rapid though secret progress in her undertaking. The

politics of Maria Teresa were at this time chiefly directed

by count Kaunitz, who for so many years served the

house of Austria with distinguished zeal and ability.

Kaunitz, anxious to gratify his mistress by the recovery Kaunitz

of Silesia, was aware that the loss of that province, and

the aggrandizement of Frederic, had been materially pro-

mote'd by the war between Austria and France. While

the courts of Versailles and Berlin continued connected,

it would be very difficult for the empress queen to execute

hrr designs of humbling Frederic and exalting herself.

Investigating the history and interests of Austria, Kaunitz

saw that her dissensions with France, her most powerful

neighbour, had been the greatest obstacle to the grajifi-cation of her ambition. He knew also, that the house of

Austria had been the chief obstacle on the continent to the

aggrandizement of France. The French and Austrian

•overeigns had been rivals from the time of Francis I.

and Charles V. Kaunitz projected a sacrifice of ancient

rivalry to present interest, by effecting an alliance with

France. Having impressed on the empress queen the

justness and force of his views, he was sent as ambassador

to the court of Versailles. Qualified by the depth of his

genius for conducting any great or difficult business, he

was by other qualities as well as his ministerial talents

peculiarly well fitted to acquire ascendency at the court of

France. Versatile, capable of accommodatiag himself to

any characters or humours which it suited his purpose to

conciliate, he greatly resembled a French courtier. In

his taste and manners as trifling, as he was in his under-

Handing and political views profound, he could match a

Frenchman in either his frivolity or strength. Having

(I Gillies's Frederic, p. 207.
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1755

Alliance

jfrUainan

Prusaia: established his influence at Versailles, he employed it in

promoting his grand project of confederacy. He repre-

sented to the French ministers, " that the time was now

" come, when the French ought to emancipate themselves

" from the influence of the kings of Prussia and Sardinia,

" and a number of petty princes, who studiously sowed

" dissension between the great powers of Europe, in order

" to benefit themsrlves. Excited by their artifices, the

" courts of Versailles and Vienna were continually con-

" trivyig schemes hostile to each other, and hurtful to

" both; whereas, in conformity to the rules of just policy,

" they ought rather to adopt such a system of public con-

" duct, as would remove every ground of difference or

" jealousy, and lay the foundation for a solid and perma-

*' nent peace."1" The novelty of this plan of politics at

first appeared extravagant to the court of France, which

had been long accustomed to consider the houses of

Austria and Bourbon as rivals; but, on maturely weighing

the. propositions, they became more disposed for their

reception. Besides the many continental advantages

which Kaunitz from time to time stated as about to

accrue from this plan, they would be able, by amity with

Austria, to direct the principal part of their force against

Britain.

MEANWHILE, France urged the king of Prussia to

assist her in invading the electorate of Hanover. King

George applied to the empress queen to send to the Low

Countries a certain number of men stipulated by treaty,

which she declared it was impossible for her to spare for

that purpose, as she was apprehensive of the designs of

the king of Prussia. Alarmed for the safety of his elec-

torate, our king proposed to Prussia a treaty for preser-

ving the tranquillity of Germany. Frederic thought

this proposition more advisable than a renewal of the

alliance with France which was then on the eve of expi

ration. A treaty was accordingly concluded between

Britain and Prussia on the 16th of January, 1756, by

which the contracting parties bound themselves' not to suf

fer foreign troops of any nation to enter or pass through

r Pee GUIio's Frederic, p. 209. « Paper Office, vol. i. p 39.
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Germany, but to secure the empire from the calamities of '.CHAP.

war, and to maintain its fundamental laws and constitu- l

tions. The court of France appeared to believe that the 1758>

king of Prussia was a subordinate prince who was bound

to execute the mandates of Versailles. Informed of Fre

deric's treaty with England, the French courtiers and

ministers were so arrogant and insolent, as to charge

him with defection from his ancient protector.'

KAUNITZ saw that this was the time for obtaining the between,

desired alliance with France, and accordingly the treaty and"A

was concluded on the 9th of May 1756. This famous ttm-

confederacy, announced as the union of the great powers,

coatained a mutual prorrtise between the contracting par

ties, of reciprocally assisting each other with twenty-four

thousand men, in case either of them should be attacked.

The czarina, being applied to by the now allied powers,

readily acceded to a confederation calculated to promote

the projects formed between her and Maria Teresa ia

1746. As the depression of the power of England was

the object which France sought by her encroachments

in North America, and the cause of the war between

these two nations, so the depression of Prussia was the

object that Austria sought through her alliances with

the other great empires, which involved in war the whole

continent of Europe. The elector of Saxony, (king of

Poland,) though he professed neutrality, really joined in

the designs against Prussia. Frederic, one part of whose

policy it was to keep in pay spies at every court whose

designs it imported him to know, was accurately inform

ed, not only of the objects, but the plans of the allied

potentates, and made vigorous preparations for defending

himself and his kingdom.

MARIA TERESA collected magazines, and assembled

two armies in Bohemia and Moravia. The ki.ig of

Poland, under pretence of exercising his soldiers, drew

together sixteen thousand men, and occupied the strong

post of Pirna in Saxony. The Russians formed a camp

of fifty thousand men in Livonia. Perceiving these hos

tile preparations, Frederic demanded categorically of the

t King of PrtissVs History of the Seven Ycsfs \Var.
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empress queen, whether she meant to keep 8r t» violate

the peace. If she meant the former, nothing would sa-

"icsc tisfy him, but a clear, formal, and positive assurance,

that she had no intention of attacking him either this

year or the next. He declared that he should deem an

ambiguous answer a denunciation of war, and attested

heaven that the empress alone would, in th»t event, be

responsible for the blood spilt and all the dismal conse

quences. To this demand, requiring so short and direct

an answer, a long, indirect, and evasive reply was return

ed by Kaunitz. The evident intention was, to compel

Frederic to commence hostilities.0 Seeing war unavoid

able, the Prussian hero resolved 'to strike the first blow ;

but, before he proceeded, intimated to Maria Teresa,

that he considered Kaunitz's answer as a declaration of

war.

Frederic To cover Brandenburg, and carry the war into Bohe-mia, it was necessary to secure the command of Saxony ;

because, unless he became master of that electorate, its

sovereign might intercept the free navigation of the Elbe,

cut off his intercourse with his own dominions, and dis

comfit his expedition. Frederic, accordingly, in August,

entered upper Saxony, and took possession of Dresden the

capital. He had already, through his spies, procured

copies of the negotiations between the king of Poland and

the two Imperial powers ; but, wishing to manifest their

designs to the world, and aware that they would declare

the alleged papers to be forgeries, he was particularly-

anxious to find the originals. For that purpose, he care

fully ransacked the Saxon archives, and at length found

the desired documents." Having thus procured the most

authentic evidence of the intended partition of his domin

ions, Frederic published them to the world, to expose the

designs of his enemies, and justify his own conduct. The

Saxon army being so strongly posted at Pirna that Fred

eric saw it would be impossible to force their lines, he

u See OilW« Frederic, p. 216.

vlt was here that Frederic found the secret articles of the treaty of Peters-

burgh, which I Iiu* r already mentioned as concluded hetwecn Austria and Russia

against Prussia, soon alter the peace nl" Dresden ; willi a reference to a paitition

treaty made between the powers before that peace ; which treaty ot 1'etersr

burgh was in eft'eet acceded to bj the king ot 1'elaud.
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Mocked them up with one division of his army, and with CHAP.

another marched against the Austrians, who were acivan- .—^^^.

«ing to their relief under general Braun. He attacked lr66

them on the first of October, though greatly superior in

number, at L,owositz on the left bank of the Elbe ; and,

completely defeating them, forced them to abandon all

hopes of succouring the Saxons. Frederic, with his vic

torious troops, returned to the blockade of Pirna. The

Saxons, being in great distress for want of provisions, and

now deprived of all hopes of assistance, resolved to attempt

their escape ; but in making the experiment, being sui-rounded by the Prussians, and finding it impossible to

force their way through the enemy, they were compelled

to lay down their arms, and surrender themselves prisoners

of war. Having thus defeated the intentions of the enemy

for this compaign, and the season being far advanced,

Frederic placed his troops in winter quarters.

IN Great Britain, the people were very much dissatis- Diseon.

fied with the campaign 1756. The loss of Minorca, Britain!

followed by the inactivity in America, excited general

indignation. Addresses, praying a strict inquiry into the

causes of our misfortunes, were presented to parliament

from all parts of the kingdom. Ministers were loudly

accused, as being, by their incapacity and disunion, the.

sourer of our disgraces and disasters. It was certain that

great discord prevailed in the cabinet. Though the duke

of Newcastle found it necessary to have the assistance of

Mr. Fox's abilities, he by no means regarded him with

confidence and favour. Mr. Fox, on the other hand, far

from approving the particular measures, and farther still

the general conduct of his colleagues, disdained to con

tinue the tool of so feeble a junto, and resigned his em

ployment. The public loudly called for sacrificing an

inefficient combination to the highest individual genius,

»nd for bringing Mr. Pitt, into office. The duke of New

castle resigned. Mr. Pitt, in November 1756, was Mr- P'«
.... ,. »» i , aill)')i"ted

appointed principal secretary of state; Mr. Legge, chan- minister.

cellor of the exchequer ; and the duke of Devonshire, first

lord of the treasury.

His nvijesty, desirous- of making great efforts in Pa••'•a-

Germany, in his speech to the house took notice of the """*'
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CHAP. unnatural union between France and Austria, which he

" considered as threatening the subversion of the empire,

,756 and the destruction of the protestant interest on the con

tinent. He called on parliament to enable him to use

effectual efforts against such pernicious designs. Soon

after, Mr. Pitt delivered a message to the house, of which

the substance was, " that, as the formidable preparations

" and vindictive designs of France were evidently bent

" against his majesty's electoral dominions, and the territo-

" ries of his good ally the king of Prussia, his majesty con-

" fided in the zeal and affection of his faithful commons, to

<k assist him in forming and maintaining an army of obser-

" vation for the just and necessary defence of the same, and

" to enable him to fulfil his engagements with his Prussian

" majesty, for the security of the empire, and the support of

" their common interests." In the house of commons, when

this message was discussed, strong objections were made

to an interference in continental politics. It was asserted,

that it was neither the duty nor interest of England, to

exhaust its blood and treasure in defence of Hanover;

and that Austria herself, notwithstanding her recent alli

ance with France, would not suffer that power to acquire

a permanent footing in Germany. Mr. Pitt, viewing the

course of French policy, showed that the main object of

France had long been the depression of England. Per

ceiving distant as well as immediate consequences, he con

tended that continental acquisitions, by increasing her power

and revenue, would ultimately render her more dangerous

to this country. He had disapproved of various treaties

and subsidies that had been formed and granted in the pre

sent reign on account of Hanover solely, and without any

advantage to Great Britain; but the treaty with the king

of Prussia had for its object the balance of power, now en

dangered by the confederacy between France and the two

empresses. Adherence to it was absolutely necessary for

the security of England. Hanover was endangered, on

account of Britain ; it was therefore just that from Britain

she should receive protection. Besides by employing the

forces of France in Europe, we weakened her exertions in

America. Such was the reasoning by which Mr. Pitt

supported the request of the message ; it was received by
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the majority of the house with great approbation, and CHAP.

suitable supplies were voted. \^-v->»>

THOUGH parliament had shown itself eager for the 17,;

vigorous prosecution of the war, and had in its votes li««''nsiona

,i-ii • • r I '" llie catl-

made very liberal provisions for the year ; yet there was inet.

still a want of harmony in his majesty's councils. The

whig confederacy sought an exclusive direction in the

administration of affairs. Mr. Pitt would not sacrifice

his own opinions and measures to those of the party.

The Newcastle combination was most agreeable to the

king, and willing to go the greatest lengths in gratifying

his electoral partialities. Mr. Pitt, in his principles and

system of continental interference, considered the dignity

and interest of the British crown and nation,™ and not the

prepossessions of the elector of Hanover.* He did not at

that time conceive that so great a force was necessary to

act in Germany, as the king and the Newcastle interest

thought requisite. Being inflexible on this subject, he Mr Pin

and his friend and supporter Mr. Legge, were dismissed

from their offices. During several months there was no

regular administration. A coalition was proposed between

Mr. Fox and the Newcastle party ; but in the present

state of public opinion it would be evidently ineffectual.

The Newcastle adherents saw, that they could now only

possess- a share of the government, by suffering the chief

direction of affairs to be vested in superior ability. Num

berless addresses were presented to his majesty, beseeching

him to reinstate Mr. Pitt. Party spirit appeared extin

guished ; all voices, without one dissonant murmur, were

united in his praise. Mr. Fox, in this state of circum

stances, knowing it would be vain for him to contend with

the general voice of the people, which was engerly and

loudly soliciting the sovereign to place Pitt at the head of

his councils, with much prudence and judgment advised

the king to comply with the public desire. Mr. Pitt

IT Smollett, vol. iii. p. 383.

x This is a difference very evident hctwecn (lie rnntiucntnl engagements

advised by Mr. Pitt, and many of those encouraged, or at least agreed ro, ttv

former ministers, both of Ueorge II. and liis lutlier. The rarl of Samlerlaml,

arR«bert Walpole, earl (iranvillo, and the ihike of .Newcastle, eouclndiri

treaties, the exclusive objects of which were, German politics, nnd the security

of Hmiover. Mr. Pitt's policy, though it emijrneed flandver in its compass, yet

had for its objeet the humiliation of France, and the prosperity of England.
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was again made principal secretary of state, and now

became prime minister of England. This appointment

of a chief minister, is an epoch in the history of the

Brunswick administration of Britain. From the accession

of the house of Hanover, the highest offices of state ha4

been uniformly held by members of the whig party- Mr.

Pitt, a friend to the constitution of his country, and

favourable to the genuine principles of original whigs, was,

not a member of any confederacy, and owed his promotion

to himself only. He commanded party. His elevation

manifested the power which the people never fail to pos-*sess in a free and well constituted government. Personally

disagreeable to the king, unsupported by any aristocratical

confederacy, he was called by the unanimous voice of the

people, in a situation of great danger and difficulty, to be

the chief manager of British affairs. His appointment

was also an epoch in the history of the war; as from the

time that he was firmly established in office, and his plans

were put into execution, instead of disaster and disgrace,

success and glory followed the British arms.

JN the campaign 1757, however, the wisdom and
(••»«•'

energy of Mr. Pitt were employed too late to operate

effectually. This summer, the earl of London, instead of

attacking Crown Point, as had been expected, undertook

an expedition vo cape Breton against Louisburg. Admiral

Holbourne arrived at Halifax on the Prh of July, with a

squadron of transports for conveying the troops, consisting

of about twelve thousand men. Small vessels, which had

been sent to examine the condition of the enemy before

the armament sailed, brought the unwelcome intelligence,

that ten thousand land forces, of which six thousand were

regulars, were stationed at Louisburg; that seventeen

ships of the line were moored in the harbour ; and that

the fortress was plentifully supplied with provisions ancj

military stores. Informed of these particulars, lord Lou-don resolved to postpone the expedition ; so that in fact

5* Mr. !jeppe was restored tohi« office of chancellor of the exchequer; the

dnke of \eweastlc was again made first lord of the treasury j lord Anson wiui

placed at the head of (lie adndralty ; sir liolicrt . lenley wns made keeper of

the groat «-al, in the room of lord ilnrdwirke ; and Mr r'oj was appointed to

thje subordinate, but lucrative office, of paymaster general of the ..i my
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nothing was either effected, or even attempted, that year, CHAP.

by the army under his lordship's command. v^-v^/

WHILE London was absent at Halifax, Montcalm the nyj.

French commander in chief, extended the enemy's posses

sions in the back settlements, which it had been their prin

cipal object to increase. He attacked and captured fort

William Henry on the southern shore of lake George;

and by this accession to their former advantages, the

French acquired the entire command of the extensive

chain of lakes that connects the two great rivers St. Lau

rence and Mississippi, and that forms a grand line both of

communication and division between the northern and

southern parts of this vast continent. Thus in 1757 the

interests of Great Britain in North America continued to

decline.

ADMIRAL HOLBOURN, with fifteen sail of the line,

appeared off Louisburg ; and, being reinforced with four

more, attempted to draw the French to battle ; but the

enemy were too cautious to venture an engagement. The

English fleet, after cruising in those seas till the middle of

September, was overtaken by a storm, which wrecked one

of the ships, and damaged the greater number ; and they

returned to England in a very shattered state.

THE king of Prussia, having wintered at Dresden, Affairs of
published a manifesto, setting forth the conduct and de- erma"3r'

signs of the Imperial powers and of Saxony, and asserting

that he himself had proceeded on principles of self-

defence. Meanwhile the combined powers were making

great preparations ; and France by a subsidy prevailed

on the Swedes to join in the confederacy. Maria Teresa

exerted herself with great zeal and success ; she per

suaded the empress of Russia, that the invasion of Saxony,

a country guaranteed by Elizabeth, was an insult to her

dignity. Besides addressing the czarina's pride, she

tempted her avarice by a subsidy of two millions of

crowns, and added considerable bribes to her ministers.

With the Germanic body her exertions and success were

similar ; and it was proposed, that the electors of Bran

denburg and Hanover should b.e put to the ban of the

empire. The king of Prussia in these circumstances had

recourse to his only powerful ally George II., and pro-

VOL. I. ' W
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CHAP. posed a plan of cooperation more extensive than the

^_ ' - British sovereign deemed necessary. George confined

,757 his plan to the defence of the eastern bank of the Weser,

while Frederic wished that of the Rhine to be the prin-

i cipal station, as, from the depth and rapidity of the river,

it was much more tennble than the Weser, which was

fordable in many places. An army of Germans in British

pay was formed on the plan of king George, and the corn-

Operation* mand intrusted to 'the duke of Cumberland. In July

of Cum- 1757 his royal highness took the field on the eastern bank

bcrinnd. of the \veser. The French commanded by marshal

d'Estrees, as Frederic had foreseen, easily passed that

river, and proceeded to Munster. On the 25th of July

they attacked the duke in his intrenchments at Hastenback,

and seized one of his batteries. The hereditary prince of

Brunswick,1 then only twenty-one years of age, regained

the battery sword in hand ; and, to use the words of a

respectable historian, " proved, in the first exploit, that

" nature had formed him for a hero.'"1 At the same

time, a Hanoverian colonel, with a few battalions, pene

trating through a wood, attacked the French in the rear,

put thenl to flight, and took their cannon and colours.

The main body of the enemy, however, being in posses

sion of an eminence that. commanded and flanked both

the lines of the infantry and the batter)- of the allies, the

duke of Cumberland thought it impossible to dislodge

them from their posts ; and commanded his forces to

retire towards Hamalen. Marshal d'Estrees had formed

so very 'different an opinion of the issue of the contest,

that he was actually ordering a retreat himself, when he

perceived, to his great astonishment, the allied army

withdrawing.1" The duke having evacuated Hanialen,

retreated to Nienbergh, then to Verden, and at last to

Staden ; and thus abandoned the whole country to the

French, without any farther contest. The duke of Rich-

lieu, successor to d'Estrees, pursued his highness, and

reduced him to a distressing dilemma : before him was

the ocean, on the right the Elbe, on the left the Weser,

became deeper as it approached the sea ; behind was the

7. Nrnv ilnki .of Brunswick, a See Gilliei's Frcdepc, p. 247.

li iiilHcs's r'rc-dcrie, Ii, ^7.
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enemy. Nothing remained, but either to fight their way CHAP.

through the hostile force, which they considered as impos

sible, or to surrender themselves prisoners of war. Accor- 17sr

dingly, the duke capitulated with his whole army, and

concluded the noted convention of Cloister-seven, in Conven-

September 1757. By this treaty the troops of Hesse and ci'ojstcr-

Brunswick were to return to their respective countries ; seven,

the Hanoverians were to remain at Staden, in a district

assigned them, and no mention was made of the electorate,

which was occupied by the French. This unfortunate

event was imputed to two errors ; one in the original plan

of the campaign, in choosing a weak line of defence on the

Weser, instead of a strong line on the Rhine ; another in

the execution, by the order for retreat when there was a

probable chance of victory. It was also said, that if the

allied army, instead of retiring to a narrow angle, had

proceeded towards Prussia, they might have been easily

covered by the Prussian forces. His royal highness hav

ing returned to England, and not finding his conduct

received with that approbation which he expected, resigned

all his military employments. The kingdom being now

under the administration of Pitt, in order to cause a diver

sion of the French force favourable to the allies in Ger

many, he planned an expedition to the coast of France ;

and a formidable armument was equipped wilh surprising

despatch. c The fleet was commanded by sir Edward

• Hawke, and the army by sir John Mordaunt.

ON the 23d of September, the fleet anchored off the Expedition

,,. , i i i i /- « • • i • • tothecoMt

. river Charente, and took the Isle ot Aix, with its gnrnson. of France.

It was proposed to attack Rochfort. Sir Edward Hawke

was eager for this measure, but sir John Mordaunt deemed

it too dangerous an attempt. After continuing in the

river, and reconnoitring the coasts for many days, it was

resolved in a council of war that they should return to

England. The nation was disappointed, and enraged, at

n instance of the vigorous boldness and decision
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1757.

Plans and

exploits of

the king of

Prussia.

the failure of this expedition. All were sensible that the

minister had done every thing in his power, and were per

fectly satisfied with the conduct of the admiral. The

blame was thrown upon the general. He was tried by a

court martial, and acquitted. His exculpatory sentence,

however, did not alter the public opinion.

DURING these disasters of his ally, the king of Prussia

having to contend against five great powers, was in the

most perilous circumstances, which only served to display

the extraordinary vigour of his genius, the wisdom of his

councils, and the magnanimity of his disposition. From

his winter quarters at Prague, he in the beginning of

April took the field. Pretending to design only a defen

sive war, he fortified his camp at Dresden, and made some

feeble incursions into Bohemia. The Austrian general,

conceiving him to intend nothing beyond these petty enter

prises, was lulled into security. Frederic ordered his

troops to assemble by different routes at Prague on the

5th of May, where general Brown was posted with a con

siderable force. The king, knowing that his enemies

expected a great reinforcement, determined to bring them

to battle before fresh troops should arrive. He attacked

them without delay, forced their intrenchments, and

gained a complete victory.*1 The Austrians took refuge in

-Prague. Frederic summoned that city to surrender ; but

marshal Daun, hastening to its relief, encamped at Kolin

upon the Elbe. The king of Prussia, on the 18th of June

1757, having attacked his intrenchments, was repulsed

and defeated with great loss ; and in consequence of this

disaster, raised the siege of Prague. If marshal Daun

had been as active in pursuing, as he was skilful in obtain

ing his victory, he might have prevented Frederic from

retreating with the remains of his troops. From Prague,

the king retired into Saxony. The Austrians recovered

the whole country of Bohemia, and advanced in pursuit

of Frederic. Meanwhile the Russians ravaged Prussia,

and the Swedes entered Pomerania. To increase the

multiplied dangers of the Prussian monarch, the conven

tion of Cloister-seven had deprived him of his only ally ;

Defeated

at Prague

by i he

Aujtrians.

Perilous

situation,

Btimulatus

hi1 genius

find eour-

Urr*
V- •

'J Nineteen thousand wore' killc-d, and five thousand taken prisoners. The

loss of ilie comincrors v, as also very considerable.
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and the French forces were now at liberty to direct CHAP.

against him their whole efforts." This hero was always more

energetic and formidable than ever, alter a defeat. Instead 17S7

of yielding to difficulties, he was the more strongly incited

to extraordinary exertions. With a small body of men he He gains *

marched against the French, and the troops of the Circles, f^™';,™'

posted at Rosbach, near Leipsic, in Upper Saxony, He Hosbach,

, • r /-IWT N -i i-ii over l"e

drew up his forces ^November 5th, 1757) with such skill, r,.,..(, i

that he overcame a great army. Ten thousand of the

enemy were killed and wounded, and seven thousand

taken prisoners. Having thus overcome the French, he Proceeds

marched with the utmost expedition against the Austrian jhi?Austri-

army, now assembled in Silesia. The Prussians had lost a"*l

almost all the towns of that country, and at last Breslaw

itself, the capital. Frederic in the end of November

arrived in Silesia with an army of thirty-three thousand

men. He found the Austrians posted at Louther, being sixty

thousand in number, under marshal Daun. By the mere andgjimsa,

force of military genius, he gained a complete and decisive victory,

victory, having: killed or taken twenty-one thousand men/

Frederic, who knew how to use as well as to gain a vic

tory, retook Breslaw, and recovered Silesia. In the

midst of such numerous and complicated operations, Fred

eric's genius-exerted itself in policy as well as in arms.

The Russians were so powerful in Prussia, that his troops

contended against them in vain. Frederic, by his emis

saries, entertained a secret correspondence with Peter tht

Great, duke and heir apparent to the throne of Russia, who

was well affected towards the Prussian king. The chan

cellor Bestuchew, prime minister, in order to gratify Peter,

e At this time'lhc king of Prussia thus expressed himself in a letter to his

friend earl mareschal : " What say you of this league, which has only the mar

quis of Brandenburg for its object} The great eleetor would lie surprised to see

his great grandson at war with the Russians, the Swedes, the Austrians, almost

aU Germany, and a hundred thousand French auxiliaries. I know not whe

ther it will be disgrace in me to submit ; but I am sure there will be no glor) in

vanquishing me."

f Dr. Gillies, who displays great military science in his account ofthe engage

ments of Frederic, shows, thnt in this battle he adopted both the disposition and

movements of tpamimmdas at the battle of JLeuetra. He directed his main

attact against one part (the left wing) of the enemy's troops, and by worsting

them, threw the rest into confusion. One of his evolutions was by marshal Dflun

mistaken for a retreat ; which secured the victory to the Prussians, as a similar

nuMuprehension of the enemy had done tu llie Theban hero. GillieVs Frcd-

erie, p. IG'2.
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likely soon to be his master, gave orders to the Russian

troops to retire towards Poland. Marshal Lehwald, who

had commanded against the Russians, freed from their

formidable army, marched against the Swedes in Pomera-

nia, defeated them, and drove them out of that province.

Frederic, before he went into winter quarters, reduced

Leibnitz, the only fort in Silesia, and so recovered from

the Austrians the whole of that province, on account of

which they had begun the war. Thus did this extraor

dinary man, deserted by every ally, with a comparatively

small number of forces, make head against the most for

midable combination recorded in the annals of Europe ;

defeat their several armies, distinguished for valour and

discipline, and commanded by the most skilful generals ;

dispossess them of all their acquisitions ; and, though

fighting against almost the whole continental force of

Europe, evince his superiority over all his enemies.

THE principal object of British preparations, and the

chief theatre of war, was North America. The earl of

London being recalled after the unsuccessful campaign of

1757, the chief command devolved on general Abercrom-

bie. Next in authority was major general Amherst.

Admiral Boscaweu having arrived early in the year, the

forces, including provincials as well as regulars, amounted

to no less than fifty thousand men. The generals and

admiral concerted the plan of the campaign; the objects

of which were, the reduction of Louisburg, and the cap

ture of the French line of forts. General Amherst, sail

ing with ten thousand men under convoy of Boscawen's

fleet to cape Brtton, anchored on the 2d of June in sight

of Louisburg fortress, which a few days after was regu

larly invested. After standing a siege of seven weeks, it

was compelled to surrender on the 27th of July. Besides

the conquest of the whole island, six ships of the line

and five frigates were either taken or destroyed by the

English.

GENERAL ABERCROMBIE himself, with the main body

of the army, undertook the expedition against the forts.

His first attempt was ugainst Ticonderoga, a fort situated

between lakes George and Champlain, surrounded on three

sides with water, and in front secured by a morass. It
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was defended by a breastwork and intrenchment, and gar

risoned by five thousand men.8 The badness of the roads

had prevented the artillery from keeping pace with the

army, and it was not yet arrived. Notwithstanding this

material want, the general determined to attack the fort ;

but, though the troops behaved with great gallantry, they British

were repulsed with considerable loss ; two thousand being ir™}% saunrd"

killed or taken prisoners, and the number of the latter was defeated.

comparatively few. The general made a hasty retreat to

a camp on the southern banks of lake George. Notwith

standing his loss, being still superior in force to the ene

my, his retreat I^as censured by military men as precipitate.

It was alleged that he ought to have waited for the arrival

of his artillery., and, being so supplied, to have proceeded

in his operations against the fort. Abercrombie detached nevmhe-

.1 considerable corps under colonel Bradstreet against fort J^c*^,

Frontignac, situated at the entrance of the river St. Law- Frontignac

rence from lake Ontario ; and another body of troops q",e*ue.

against fort Du Quesne, under general Forbes. Both

these expeditions were successful. Fort Du Quesne being

now a British possession, was called by a British name,

and thenceforward denominated Fort Pitt.

IN consequence of these advantages gained by the Result of

British troops, the Indian nations between the lakes and th? ""I""

, . Ilalt)a tion-

the Ohio very readily entered into a treaty with Great ourabl*

Britain. Thus, notwithstanding the repulse at Ticonde-

roga, the campaign of 1758 in America was very advan- Utitain-

tageous to the British interest, and very honourable to the

British nation ; as Louisburg had been reduced, the forti

fied line pf communication in the back settlements broken,

the Indians in consequence reconciled, the British terri

tories freed from the danger of invasion, and the French

obliged to confine themselves to a defensive plan, whilt:

this country could now project offensive operations.

AMHERST, encouraged by his own successes, and the

general'superiority of the British arms, projected the en

tire conquest of Canada in one campaign. He proposed,

as soon as the season should admit, with the principal

K In a skirmish uhich took place on tliuir march, the Uritish army und

peerage suffered n p-eut loss b)' the fall of lord Howe, a young nobleman 'Jt the

premise, lie wa» elder brother to the late earl Howe.
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CHAP army to reduce the forts from the river St. Lawrence along

r the lakes still in the possession of France ; to send a large

body of land forces, and a strong squadron of ships of

war, to undertake the siege of Quebec, the capital of

French America ; that he himself, after reducing the

forts, should besiege Montreal, sail down the river, and

undertakes join the besiegers of Quebec. In July 1759, he arrived

t\"n to'ca- at Ticonderoga, which, strong as it was, the enemy aban-

inula. doned, and retired to Crown Point. This post they also

evacuated, and the fort of Niagara was captured. The

projected siege of Montreal was for this year obliged to

be postponed.General THE command of the forces sent to Quebec was in-

W'-;'K:*ent truste(j to brigadier general Wolfe, an officer who, though

yuebee. young, had acquired a high reputation, and had distin

guished himself particularly at the capture of Louisburg.

The conquest of cape Breton, by giving us the command

of the entrance to the river St. Lawrence, enabled us to

have the cooperation of ships of the line up to the very

walls of Quebec. A fleet, consisting of seventeen ships

of the line with frigates, accompanied by an army of

eight thousand men, sailed up the river. The fleet was

commanded by admiral Saunders, with admiral Holmes

second in command. The next in military authprity to

general Wolfe were brigadiers Monckton and Townshend,

elder son to the lord of that name,h and brigadier Murray,

brother to lord Elibank.

ON the 26th of June, the armament prepared against

Canada arrived at the island of Orleans, formed by the

river St. Lawrence very near its northern bank, and extend

ing to the mouth of Quebec harbour. The town is situ

ated at the confluence of the rivers St. Lawrence and St.

Charles. It consists of an upper and lower town. The

lower town is situated upon a plain along the banks of the

river ; the upper on a bold and lofty eminence, that runs

westward behind the plain, and parallel to the river. On

the east is the river St. Charles, and on the north were

deep woods. The French army, under the marquis of

Montcalm, was posted on the eastern bank of the river

}i Now marquis Townshend. |
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St. Charles, extending to the Montmorenci, with thick CHAP.

woods to the north. From the strong situation of the .-^^

city, the English general was aware that nothing but a i;59

decisive victory would procare him success. He endea

voured, therefore, to induce the French to come to battle.

Montcalm, able and cautious, would not relinquish his

advantageous post. Wolfe, therefore, determined to

attack him in his intrenchments. On the 31st of July, he Aetion

landed his forces, under cover of the cannon of his fleet, [}ee.r

near the western banks of the Montmorenci, and gave

orders to his troops not to advance till the whole army

was formed. The British grenadiers, notwithstanding

these orders, rushed on to the attack, but were soon

thrown into confusion by the enemy's fire, and compelled

to retreat. The general advanced with the rest of the British re-

army ; but the disorder occasioned by the retreat of the Pulsed-

grenadiers, entirely disconcerted the plan of the attack,

and general Wolfe was obliged to repass the river to the

hie of St. Orleans. Our g:illaut general had, as we have

already said, expected the cooperation of Amherst; but

the career of that great officer, though successful, had nwt

been so rapid as to enable him to proceed to Quebec. -

General Wolfe, in his despatches .to England, manifested Difficulties

that he knew and felt the difficulties of his situation,

" We have '(said he} almost the wfiole force of Canada to

u oppose. In such a choice of'difficulties, I own myself at

" a loss how to determine. The affairs of Great Britain I

" know to require the most vigorous measures ; but the

" courage of a handful of brave men should be exmed

" only where there is some hope of a favourable event.i*

The repulse at Montmorenci made a deep impression on Anxiety at

the English general. He had a very high sense off

honour, and an ardent desire of military fame ; he was

aware that men judge of conduct from the event, much

oftener than from the circumstances, intentions, and plans

of the agent. Inferior as his force was, destitute of the

expected aid, great as was the strength of the enemy and

of the country \vith which he had to contend, he well

knew that if unsuccessful, he should incur censure and

reproach. These considerations operated so powerfully

on the susceptible mind of Wolfe, that it affected bis con-

VoulL X
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CH.VP. stitution, naturally delicate and irritable, and produced *

.^^!.^. fever and dysentary, Feeble and distempered as he was,

1759 he determined either to effect his enterprise, or die in the

Plans the attempt. He formed a design manifesting great boldness
•«urpri«; of r * . , . , , . , .

the for- or conception : this was, to land his troops above the city

tre*: on the northern banks of the river, at the base of theheights of Abraham which covered the 'town, to scalethose precipices, and gain possession of the eminence, inreliance on which the city was on that side but slightlyfortified. Having communicated his scheme to admiral

Saunders, it was concerted that they should sail up theriver, and proceed several leagues farther up than the spotwhere they intended to land, with a design of returningdown during the night. They fell down soon after it wasdark (Sept. l«th), and accomplished their disembarkationin secrecy and silence. Captain Cook, afterwards sofamous as a circumnavigator, commanded the boats that

pins the were employed to land the troops. They proceeded to

Abraham^ the Preclp1ce i colonel Howe,k with the light infantry andhighlanders,1 ascended the rocks with admirable courageand activity, made themselves masters of a defile, and

- dislodged a guard that defended "a small intrenched nar

row path, by which alone our forces could reach the suni-

.m.i lend* mit. The heroic general, regardless of the distemper

bjutie"^ '° wnlcll preyed on him, led up his troops, and arrayed themon the heights. With such despatch was all this achieved,that the besii^ed were ignorant of the attempt until it wascompletely effected. Montcalm being informed that theenemy had possessed these commanding heights, deter

mined to hazard a battle, by which only he concluded thetown could now be saved. He passed the river St. Charles,

*nd advanced intrepidly to meet the English. GeneralWolfe, perceiving the approach of the enemy, formed his

Intrepid line of battle. Montcalm attempted to flank the left of

jj,e' the English, but was prevented by the skill and activity

breach, of brigadier Townshend, who presented a double front tothe eriemy. A very warm engagement took place. Gen

eral Wolfe, standing in the front of his line, inspired anddirected his valiant soldiers. At 'this time the French

k Afterwards- sir William. 1 The forty-second regiment.
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had begun their fire at too great a distance to do much CHAP .

execution. The British forces reserved their shot until ,~^~^,

the enemy were very near, and then discharged with the 1739"

most terrible effect. The whole army, and each indivi

dual corps, exerted themselves with the greatest intrepi

dity, activity, and skill. They had just succeeded in overpow.

making an impression on the centre of the enemy, when E™glisJ

their heroic general received a wound in the wrist. Pre- heroism,

tending not to notice this, he wrapped his handkerchief

round it, and proceeded with his orders, without the

smallest emotion. Advancing at the head of his grena- Thegene-

diers, where the charge was thickest, a ball pierced his d^jT°un"

breast. Being obliged to retire to a little distance, when

his surrounding friends were in the utmost anxiety about

his wound, his sole concern was about the fate of the

battle. A messenger arriving, he asked, " How are our

" troops ?" " The enemy are visibly broken." Almost

faint, he reclined his head on the arm of an officer, when

his faculties were aroused by the distant sound of " They

" fly I" Starting up, he called, " Who fly ?"—" The

" French."—u What (said he, with exultation) do they

" fly already ? then I die happy." So saying, he expired dies in th«

in the arms of victory.™ Generals Monckton and *™orr.

Townshend, after the death of the commander in chief,

continued the battle with unremitting ardour. Monckton

being wounded, the command devolved upon Townshend.

Though the English were greatly superior, the battle was

still not completely gained. The British tropps being

somewhat disordered in their successful pursuit, the gen

eral marshalled them with great expedition. Montcalm

having exerted every means that could be employed by a

skilful general and valiant soldier to rally and animate his

troops, was mortally wounded. The French fled on all

sides, and the British victory was complete. Quebec Quebec

capitulated to general Townshend. Sen?""

SOME writers have endeavoured to attribute the suc

cess of this celebrated enterprise, in a considerable degree,

m The circumstances of his death, so picturesque and glorious, naturally

wegests to the historical reader a comparison with the death of Kpaminondas at

Muitiuea, and of Uustavus Adolphus ; and produced some pretty aftecting

fKmtin the English and Latin languages, both on the death of Wolfe, and Hi

resc-mWante to tiial of the other heruei.
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to accident. There were, said they, sentinels disposed

along the river, who might have discovered the approach

of the British troops to the precipice of Abraham, and if

they had made the discovery, could have given the alarm

in time to prevent success. The amount of this reasoning

is, that when a purpose is to be effected by despatch, se

crecy, and surprise, if these be not employed, the attempt

eauscsof will not be successful. The success of this design was

achieve!*l owing to its probable impracticability. The enemy were

ment. not alarmed for the safety of a post which they deemed

impregnable. The sagacity of our general penetrated into

their sentiments, and he formed his project on the moral

certainty of their secure inattention to that quarter. His

reasoning was fair and just, in the circumstances of the

case : the design originated in military genius : it was a

very bold, and even a hazardous undertaking ; but such

attempts, the general history of wars, and of British wars

?n particular, would teach us to encourage ; because,

on the whole, they have been oftener successful than

otherwise.

THE news of this glorious victory and important acqui

sition excited the most lively joy in England. Every hon

our was bestowed on the memory of the hero who had

achieved the conquest, and the warmest thanks were given

to the generals and admirals who had been instrumental

to its execution.

BY the great and rapid successes of 1759, joined with

and proceeding from the advantages of 1758, France had

not only been driven from her encroachments in North

America, but deprived of her most valuable original pos

sessions. Montreal and the rest of Canada stiil remained

under h«r power, after the capture of Quebec.

1760. IT* the following campaign, the efforts of the French in

Campaign t]jat quarter of the globe were directed to the recapture of

tie*. Quebec, which they determined to attempt early in the

season, before the river should be open for the admission

of the reinforcements about to arrive from England. Gen

eral Murray, then governor of that city, took every pre

caution to maintain so important an acquisition. As the

x French approached, being advantageously posted in the

Neighbourhood of Quebec, he determined, though inferior
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m number,- to risk an engagement ; hoping, through the CHAP.

bravery of his troops, for a success which would damp the ,^-JX^

spirits of the enemy; and knowing that, if disappointed, ,7,-,a

he could securely shelter himself in Quebec. Berncr un- 2,'he ,

r i • , t • i - , . ,. i French

successful, he retreated to that city, which was immediately attempt to

invested by the er*my. "

K|T being now the month of May, and the river open,

intelligence arrived that the British fleet and troops were

sailing up to Quebec. The French raised the siege with and are re-

great precipitation, leaving their provisions, stores, and

artillery, in the hands of the British. The governor gene

ral of Canada now centered all his hopes in the defence of

Montreal ; which, concluding that it would be attacked by

general Amherst, he strengthened with new fortifications ;

at the same time raising new levies of troops, and collect

ing large magazines of military stores. The English gene

ral, as the French governor apprehended, undertook the

siege of Montreal ; and, to facilitate his operations, redu

ced several small posts up the river. Having arrived at General

Montreal, he was soon joined by general Murray from eoropuLs

Quebec, and invested the place in September 1760. The the con-

French governor, despairing of relief, capitulated ; and all Canada.

Canada surrendered to the British arms. Thus did the

ambition of France, after compelling this country to go to

war by its unjust aggressions- in North America, during

the first years of hostilities, while the convulsions of our

councils prevented effectual measures on our part for its

suppression, prove successful ; but when dissension yielded

to unanimity, when incapacity gave way to genius, when

wise counsel selected for the execution of its plans the

iblest agents, and prompt and decisive vigour afforded the

most effectual means of execution, the ambitious enemy

was not only checked, but overthrown ; France was

deprived of her unjust acquisitions, and bereft of her most

valuable ancient territories, which, but for her own aggres

sion, she might have enjoyed unmolested. Such was the Result of

change effected during the three years that Mr. Pitt had ^"tT

presided at the helm of affairs ; and such was our situa- ca> in Oc-

tion in America in October 1760. ireo.

IN Europe, though the first operations projected by Affair* of

Pitt had been unsuccessful, the disappointment was by all Bur°Pc-
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CHAH. acknowledged not to have been owing to the want of

-^-J^ adequate preparation, and the succeeding plans were

17BO attended with no less success than in America. Early in

Expedition 1758 a new expedition was projected against the coast of

to the coast .„ , , .' r , . , ,

af Nor- r ranee, the object 01 which was to destroy the maritime

mainly. power of the enemy. By the latter end of May two squa

drons were ready ; one consisting of eleven ships of the

line, under lord Anson and sir Edward Hawke, to watch

the motions of the Brest fleet; the other consisting of four

ships of the line with seven frigates, commanded by

commodore Richard Howe, to convoy the transports

that carried the land forces, consisting of sixteen bat

talions, and nine troops of light horse, destined for the

coast of Normandy, under the command of Charles

duke of Marlborough. They sailed from Portsmouth on

the 1st of June,* and landed on the 5th in Castle Bay, on

the coast of Brittany; thence they marched to St. Maloes,

the principal harbour on the channel for privateers, and

which greatly distressed the English trade. Finding that

place too strong to be taken by assault, they contented

themselves with setting fire to about a hundred sail of

shipping, the greater number of them privateers, and to

several magazines filled with naval stores. From the coast

of Brittany they sailed across the bay towards Normandy,

but were prevented by a violent storm from effecting a

landing. They returned to St. Helens to rtfit; and, the

duke of Marlborough being called to another service,

general Bligh was appointed to command the land forces.

In August the armament again sailed to the coast of Nor

mandy, and anchored before Cherburg. This place, in

the midst of the channel, well situated for protecting the

commerce of France, for annoying that of England, and

even for facilitating an invasion, had been strongly forti

fied. The English armament attacked and captured the

town, destroyed the harbour and bason, (a work of much

ingenuity, charge, and labour,) razed the fortifications,

and took considerable quantities of ordnance, and na

val and military stores. Again attempting St. Maloes,

n A day, thirty-six years after, so auspicious to the na«al gloc-j of England

and Howe.
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the English army met with a check at St. Cas, on which CHAP.

they returned to England. "

THE naval operations in Europe in 1758 were not |7fi()

decisively important, though Britain had a manifest supe- Nav«i

riority. Sir Edward Hawke and lord Anson almost anni- J™,"™*'

hilated the French trade on the western coasts. In the

Mediterranean, admiral Osborn dispersed the French fleet

off Carthagena, and established the superiority of the Eng

lish in that part of the world. This year the English

navy was also successful in Africa. Mr. Gumming, an

African merchant, of the sect of quakers, presented to the

minister a plan for the reduction of fort Lewis on the river

Senegal. This project being approved, a small squadron

was equipped under the command of commodore Marsh.

Mr. Gumming° went on board that officer's ship, in order

to forward and guide the expedition. Some armed ves

sels that opposed the British at their entrance into the

river, dispersed ; and the fort and adjoining factory sur

rendered. In the latter end of the year, a British squa

dron, commanded by commodore Keppell, made an attack

on the island of Goree, situated southward of the Senegal,

and compelled it to surrender, notwithstanding its being

defended by two forts, and batteries amounting to above a

hundred pieces of cannon. During the attack, the Afri

can shores were covered by multitudes of the natives, who

expressed by loud clamours and uncouth gesticulations,

their astonishment at the terrible effects of European

artillery.

In 1759, greater naval preparations were made than in

the former year. Admiral Boscawen, being now returned

from America, was appointed to command a British fleet in

the Mediterranean. The French had prepared powerful

armaments both at Toulon and Brest. Boscawen blocked

up the enemy's fleet at Toulon ; b,ut, being obliged to

return to Gibraltar to refit, the French took the opportu

nity of putting to sea, hoping to pass the Straits, and join

the Brest fleet. Admiral Boscawen, having now re-fitted

his damaged ships, prepared to meet the enemy. On the

o Mr. dimming defended hi" conduet a* perfectly consonant to his religi

ous principles, nffirmin); himself to have been previously pemuaded that it would

a bloodless coi
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CHAP. 1 8th of August, having come up with them off cape La

gos in Portugal, he entirely defeated the hostile fleet ; and

17CO four ships of the line surrendered to the British.

Signal vie- THE French were making great preparations, with an

intention, it was thought, of invading either Britain or

Ireland. Intelligence being received that a number of flat-

bottomed boats were ready at Havre de Grace, for the

purpose, as it was conceived, of landing their troops,

Admiral Rodney was sent, in the beginning of July, with a

squadron of ships and bombs to the coast of Normandy.

Anchoring in the road of Havre, he commenced the bom

bardment, burnt a considerable part of the town, destroyed

many of their boats, and consumed a quantity of their

stores.

THE principal preparations, however, were making

at Brest, where a formidable fleet was equipped under

admiral Conflans. Against that force the chief fleet of

England was directed, under sir Edward Hawke ; who

arrived on the coast of France before the Brest fleet had

left the harbour, and blocking them up, long prevented

them from sailing.

IN the beginning of November, the British fleet was

by stress of weather driven from the coast of France, and

compelled to anchor at Torbay. The French admiral

seized the opportunity of sailing from Brest, with twenty-

one ships of the line and four frigates. Informed of their

departure, Hawke sailed in pursuit of them, and arrived

in Quiberon Bay, which the enemy had then reached.

The French admiral -retired close to shore, with a view to

draw the English squadron among the shoals and islands,

on which he expected they would be wrecked ; while he

himself and his officers, perfectly acquainted with the

navigation of the place, could either stay and take advan

tage of the disaster, or, if necessary, retire through chan

nels unknown to the British pilots. The days were now-

very short, the weather was extremely tempestuous, and

there was the farther disadvantage of a leeshore. Admi

ral Hawke, not deterred by a leeshore even during the

storms of winter, pursued, and at three in the afternoon,

attacked the enemy with that adventurous boldness which

has generally marked British warriors, .and been so often
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productive of British success. Sir Edward, in the Royal CHAP.

George, ordered the master to bring him along side of the

French admiral, who commanded on board the Soleil 17flo

Royal. The pilot remonstrated on the danger of obeying

the command, as there was a great probability that they

would run upon a shoal. " You have done your duty

" (replied the admiral) in showing the danger; now you

" are to comply with orders, and lay me along side of the

" Soleil Royal." The command was obeyed and the battle 'became general. Four of the French ships were burnt or

sunk during the action, and one was taken ; the interven

tion of night only prevented the destruction of the whole

French fleet. The next day another ship, being stranded

on the shoals, was burnt. This victory gave a finishing

blow to the naval power of the enemy, and prevented them

from making any important attempt during the remainder

of the war.p

IN 1700, admirals Hawke and Boscawen were alter

nately stationed in Quiberon bay and the adjacent coasts,

thereby employing a great body of French forces, under

the idea that an invasion was intended ; and several advan

tages were gained. Admiral Rodney destroyed a consi

derable quantity of shipping, both mercantile and warlike ;

but as the enemy had only an inconsiderable fleet, no im

portant exploit was achieved in those seas. The most

noted enterprises in the channel, or adjacent oceans, in

the year 176O, were those in which the famous Thurot

headed the army. This bold and enterprising adventurer, Thurot.

in the beginning of the war, had been master of a Dun

kirk privateer. In 1758, he had with his shipq done great

execution in the north seas ; had taken numbers of mer

chantmen ; and had once maintained an obstinate engage

ment against two English frigates, and compelled them to

desist from their attack. Becoming known to the court of

Versailles, he was in 1759 employed to command a small

armament, fitting out in the harbour of Dunkirk. Toward

p The English, from the beginning of the war, had already taken and destroy

ed twentv-seven French ships of the line, and thirty-one Irigates ; and two of

their great ships with four frigates, perished ; so that their whole loss, in this

particular, amounted to sixty-four ; whereas the loss of Great Britain did not ex-

reed seven sail of the line, and five frigates.

q Called the BelUisle, and carrying forty-four guns.

VOL. I. Y
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the end of that year he sailed, designing to invade Scotland

or Ireland, as opportunity might serve. Commodore Boys

pursued him to the north seas, but was obliged to put into

Leith for a supply of provisions, during which time Thu-

rot escaped his reach. Being overtaken by a storm, he

parted company with one of his thirty gun ships, and was

driven into Bergen, where he was detained by stress of

weather nineteen days ; after which time he sailed for the

western islands of Scotland, with a view to proceed to the

north of Ireland. The weather, however, again becom

ing stormy, he parted from his twenty-four gun ship ; and

being entreated by his officers to return with his now

diminished force, declared that he would not again show

himself in France until he had struck some blow for the

service of his country. Landing in the island of Isla,

one of the Hebrides, he behaved with much moderation

and generosity, paying a fair price for cattle and other

provisions which he found there. Meanwhile this adven-

tun-r had alarmed all the coasts of Britain and Ireland.

Regular troops and militia were posted in various places,

where it was thought that he would most probably attempt

a landing. Commodore Boys pursued him round the

Orkneys, while ships of war were ordered to scour St.

George's Channel, in order to intercept his return. In

February 176O, sailing from Isli,. he proceeded to the

bay of Carrickfergus. On the 21st of that month, he

effected a landing, and attacked the town, which colonel

Jennings, with a force greatly inferior, defended with intre

pidity and skill, and made an obstinate resistance; and

even after the enemy had taken one part of the town,

continued to defend the remainder/ but was at last obliged

to yield to the force of the enemy. He surrendered by

capitulation, by which he preserved the castle from attack.

Meanwhile, the Irish militia assembling from all the

neighbouring districts, Thurot found it necessary to depart.

r The fol|oa ing note, which I transcribe from Smollett's history, will, I doubt

not, be acceptable to my readers, as a striking instance of the union of courage

and humanity. " While the French and Kuglish were hotly engaged in one (if

the streets, a little child ran playfully between them, having no idea of the

danger to which it was exposed : a common soldier of the enemy, perceiving

the life c^f this poor innocent at stake, grounded his piece, advanced deliberately

between the lines ofthe fire, took up the child in his arms, and conveyed it to a

place of safety ; Ihea returning to hi* place, resumed Uis musket. and renewed
Jhs hostility,i'
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AT this time captain John Elliot, a young officer who CHAP.

had already greatly distinguished himself by acts of valour,

having sailed from Kinsale with three frigates, was on his

way to meet Thurot. On the 28th of February he des

cried him off the Isle of Man, and immediately gave sig

nal for battle, in which Thurot very readily engaged.

Both sides fought very valiantly, but the Britons carried

the day. The adventurous hero was killed, and his ships

surrendered themselves to the conquerors. The name of

Thurot had become so terrible to merchants, that th«

defeat and capture of his squadron were celebrated with

as hearty rejoicings as the most important victory could

have produced.

THE West Indies, at the commencement of the war, \V.

had been but little attended to by an administration,

equally narrow in its views as feeble in its resolutions.

Commodore Frankland had been sent, in 1755, with four

ships of the line; and admiral Coats had, in the beginning

of 1757, taken the command : but nothing material had

been done. Toward the end of 1757, a British squa

dron, much inferior to the French in point of force,

engaged them off cape Francois, and forced them to

retreat in a scattered condition. Several other actions

took place, but these were unimportant in the result.

THE comprehensive genius of 'Mr. Pitt was directed

with vigour and effect, not to a part, but to the whole inter

ests of his country. He attacked the enemy in every

quarter where they could be annoyed by attack. He

proposed, in 1758, to send an expedition against the

French settlements in the West Indies, and a strong

armament was equipped under general Hobson and com

modore Moore, who commanded the land and sea forces.

They arrived in the West Indies at the latter end of 1758,

Martinico was the first object of their destination ; but,

finding that island very strongly defended, they proceeded

to Gaudaloupe, thirty leagues to the westward. Arriv

ing there on the 23d of January, they made a general

attack upon the citadel, the town, and the various batte

ries by which it was defended. The enemy made an

obstinate resistance ; but their cannon being at last silen

ced, the British troops were enabled to land ', on which



164 HISTORY OP THE

CftAP. the French abandoned the town and its fortifications. In

l the interior parts of Gaudaloupe a vigorous resistance was

,7JQ made, but at length proved ineffectual. The whole island

was conquered, and the neighbouring islands of Deseada

and Marigalnnte surrendered themselves to the British

arms. Though, in 176O, the operations of Britain in the

West Indies were not so splendid as in the preceding

year, they were far from being unimportant. A danger

ous insurrection took place among the slaves in Jamaica,

which was suppressed, not without great difficulty. The

British completely protected the trade of their country,

annoyed that of the enemy, and destroyed or took numbers

of French privateers, and several ships of war. On the

whole, they had in that quarter gained valuable acquisi

tions from the enemy, and so completely established their

superiority, as to have paved the way for future conquest.

Ea?t in- THE same general policy which directed France to her

*'«a• encroachments in America, had also extended to India;

but, that we may have a clear view of the operations and

i events in that quarter, it is necessary to consider the stateof our settlements and those of the French, at the time

when our narrative begins. Immense have been the acces

sions to British power and influence in that country, during

the period of which our history treats ; but of both pro

gress and results we can judge only by first taking a view

of the outset.

AT the conclusion of the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,

the possessions of the English in India were merely com

mercial factories, guarded by forts near the seacoast, or

on the great navigable rivers. They had penetrated very

little into the interior parts of the country, except on the

banks of the Ganges. At this time, England had, on

the Malabar, or western coast of the peninsula, possessed

Surat, at no great distance from the mouth of the Indus,

and the most northern settlement on that coast. Proceed

ing southward, their next factory was Bombay, situated on

a small island. After that came Tillicherry, fifteen leagues

from which was Calicut. The last and most southern settle

ment which they possessed on the Malabar coast, was An-

jengo. Doubling cape Comorin, and coming to the coast of

Coromandel, the first English establishment that met the
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sailor, was fort St. Davids. Farther to the northward, was CHAP.

the principal possession on the eastern coast, fort St. t--^J,

George, called Madras, from its contiguity to that city,

which, with several villages in the vicinity, was purchased

in the last century, by the East India company from the

king of Golconda. Still farther to the northward, was the

chief British settlement in India, fort William, close to

the town of Calcutta, situated in the kingdom of Bengal,

on the Hoogley, a branch of the Ganges. Beside these

settlements, the English had several interior factories for

the purposes of trade, which were secured by forts. They

had also settlements at Bencoolen, and other parts of India

beyond the Ganges.

THE principal French possession was the city of Pon-

dicherry, on the Coromandel coast, between forts St. *n(t P1"0;

David and St. George. This was a large and populous of the

town. On the Malabar coast they had also established *ren(*-

factories at Surat and Calicut, and at Rajapore. On the Gan

ges they had a factory at Chandernagore, above Calcutta.

WHEN peace was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, M. Du-

pleix was the French governor general in India. He was a

man of great ability and soaring ambition, who projected

the establishment of the empire of France in Hindostan.

For that purpose he embraced the same policy which had

been adopted by his countrymen in America, of stirring up

the natives against the British settlers. All the provinces

and kingdoms of Hindostan had belonged to the empire

of the mogul; but his power had been so much reduced

by Kouli Kkan, that he was not able to assert his former

authority over such extensive dominions. The princee

that had been tributary, and even the subahs and nabobs,

who had been governors appointed by him, his own offi

cers and servants, now refused to acknowledge his supe

riority, and asserted their independent supremacy ovef

their respective territories. These princes or chieftains

very often quarrelled with one another, and naturally soli

cited the assistance of European settlers in their neigh

bourhood ; while the Europeans, on the o'.brr hand,

endeavoured to interest the native princes in their contests.

Dupleix, seeing that they might be useful tools in the

execution of his project, paid great court tr> these chiefs,
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CHAP. especially such of them as showed themselves bold ani

L^r*,^ unprincipled adventurers. Nizam Amuluck, the subah or

1760. viceroy of Decan-, having officially the appointment of a

nabob or governor of Arcot, had nominated Anaverdi

Khan to that office. The viceroy dying, was succeeded by his

son Nazirzing, whom the mogul confirmed. Between the

subah and the English at fort St. George, there was an ami

cable intercourse. Dupleix supported a pretender to the

office, Muza Pherzing, cousin to the other; and found means

to engage Chunda Saib, an enterprising adventurer, in favour

of the pretender, against the legally constituted viceroy.* A

body of English troops advanced ; the French, afraid of an

engagement, retired. The' pretender, abandoned by his

own army, threw himself on the mercy of his cousin,

who spared his life, but for his own security kept him in

confinement. Dupleix, disappointed in his project of

raising by his own force an usurper who would be subser

vient to hisdesignsj formed a conspiracy against the vice

roy's life. The chief conspirators were his prime minister

and two of his nabobs. Encouraged and stimulated by

the Frenchman, they murdered their master, and, releasing

the cousin, proclaimed him viceroy of Decan. The

usurper associated M. Dupleix with himself in the govern

ment. In the tents of the murdered viceroy they found

an immense treasure, of which a great share fell to

Dupleix, the promoter of the crime. The usurping

colleagues in the viceroyalty attacked the nabob of Arcot,

who was legally appointed by the royal viceroy, and under

the protection of the English presidency at Madras.

They dispossessed him of his government, and appointed

Chunda Saib, their own agent, nabob of Arcot. The

English, considering these proceedings as an aggression

on their ally, and as tending to raise the French influence

to a very dangerous height, sent a considerable force te

repel the usurper and his French auxiliaries. The Bri

tish troops were commanded by the celebrated Clive.

Clive. This gentleman entered into the service of the East India

company as a writer j but being formed for more arduous

situations, and desirous of a military life, he had offered

s Sec Smollett's Continuation, vol. in. p. 304.
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his services in that capacity, and was employed to com- CHAP.

mand in this expedition. With such resolution, secresy, s^rv^s

and despatch, did he proceed, that the enemy knew nothing ,7M

of his approach until he was actually before their capital ;

and the capture of Arcot, an important acquisition to the

British interest, was farther memorable, from being the

first occasion in which Clive displayed his extraordinary

talents. Meanwhile, the usurper of the Decan having

been murdered, Sallabah Sing, the younger of the two

brothers of the former viceroy, was proclaimed by M.

Dupleix, in opposition to the elder, who had been

appointed by the mognl, and supported by the English.

The usurper, finding means to cut off his brother by poi

son, and considering himself as undoubted viceroy, made

a grant to M. Dupleix of all the English possessions north

from Pondicherry, consequently including Madras. Du

pleix was, in 1753, preparing to avail himself of this

grant, when he was recalled to Europe, and a suc

cessor appointed. Sieur Godeheu, the new French gov

ernor, being of a less daring character than Dupleix, did

not venture to carry his designs into execution, but pro

ceeded more secretly against the English interest, by

stimulating the native princes to hostilities. While he

was pursuing these measures, he professed the most paci

fic intentions, and even concluded a provincial treaty

with the presidency of Madras. War, however, soon

commenced in the Carnatic ; and there the English, com

manded by general Stringer Lawrence, were on the whole

successful. But a severe blow was struck against them

in another quarter of India, a blow which may be traced

to the artifices and intrigues of the French. Alii Verdi Capture »

Khan, subah of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, a man of CalcuU«i'

great abilities, having died in April 1756, was succeeded

by his adopted son, Sou Rajah Dowla, a young man weak

in his understanding, violent in his passions, and profli

gate in his morals. The old vic-eroy on his deathbed,

had exhorted Dowla to bend his principal attention to the

reduction of the English. Impressed with these ideas,

the young subah, soon after his accession, marched to

Calcutta, and summoned the fort and city to surrender.

Mr. Holwell the governor, with a few officers, and a very
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Olive re-

terest.

feeble garrison, maintained the city and fort with uncoin-

mon resolution and courage, against several attacks, until

he was overpowered by numbers, and the enemy had

forced their way into the castle. He then submitted, the

subah having promised, on the word of a soldier, that no

injury should be done to him or his garrison. Neverthe

less, they were all driven, to the number of a hundred

and forty-six persons of both sexes, into a place called

the Black Hole prison, a cube of about eighteen feet, in

which there was hardly any current of air. Here they

were exposed to a scene of as cruel distress as can be con

ceived ; most of them died in the greatest agony, but Mr.

Holwell and a few others came out alive.

COLONEL CLIVE was at this time employed in the

company's service in another part of India. On the

Malabar coast, he and admiral Watson reduced Angria,

a piratical prince, who had been extremely formidable to

all those countries. Returning in triumph to Madras,

they concerted measures for the restoration of the British

affairs in Bengal. On the 1st of January 1T5", the com

pany's armament arrived off Calcutta. The admiral, with

two ships, attacked the town, and, though opposed by the

enemy's batteries, in two hours silenced their guns ; on

which, as fast as posssible, they abandoned the place and

fort. Colonel dive attacked the town in another quarter,

an^ ^V *"s intrepid conduct facilitated the reduction of the

settlement. Soon after he attacked and took Hoogley, a

city of great trade, and containing immense stores, maga

zines, and riches, belonging to the sabah. The viceroy

of Bengal advanced with an army of 20,OOO horse and

J 5,OOO foot, being resolved to expel the English out of his

dominions. On the 2d of February, he arrived opposite

the English camp, within a mile of Calcutta. Clive, being

reinforced from the fleet, drew up his army and attacked

the enemy so vigorously, that the viceroy retreated with

the loss of a thousand men killed or taken prisoners, and

a great number of horses with all their spoils. Intimidated

by his defeat, the viceroy, on the 9th of February, made

a peace, the general principle of which was, that the fac

tories and possessions taken from the English company

should be restored ; that their losses should be completely
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compensated; that whatever rights and privileges had in CHAP.

any former time /been granted by the mogul, should be

confirmed and established for the future; and that the

English should have the liberty to fortify Calcutta in any

manner which they should judge expedient. Having con

cluded this treaty with the viceroy, colonel Clive and admi

ral Watson turned their victorious arms against the French,

and attacked their fortress and factory at Chandernagore,

situated farther up the Ganges than Calcutta, strongly for

tified, and the most important settlement of the French at

Bengal. It was garrisoned by five hundred Europeans

and twelve hundred natives. Clive, now reinforced by

troops from Bombay, invested the place on the land side ;

admirals Watson and Pococke attacked it on the Ganges ;

their united efforts soon compelled the enemy to submit,

and the place was surrendered. The ammunition, stores,

effects and money, found in Chandernagore, were very

considerable ; but the chief advantage of the conquest

arose from depriving the enemy of their principal settle

ment on the Ganges, which had greatly interfered with

the English commerce on that river. The viceroy was

far from being pleased with the progress of the English.

He, indeed, discovered a great partiality towards the

French, and evidently showed an intention of joining them

as soon as he should be prepared for hostilities. He

evaded the performance of the articles of the treaty which

he had so lately signed, and concerted with French agents

to attack the English, while they promised him the assist

ance of such a body of European troops as would enable

him to drive them out of his vicinity. Mr. Watts, a man

of ability, was then English resident at the viceroy's court,

and possessed considerable influence with the subah's

ministers. He not only learned, and was able to commu

nicate to the council of Calcutta, the intentions of the

subah, but found means to form a party against him in

his own country. The subah, by all the arrogant insolence

of a mean and despicable mind in high power, had pro-voked the enmity of the chief men in his court and army.

A plan was concerted for depriving him of his power, and

conducted by Meer Jaffier Ally Khan, his near ally by

marriage, prime minister, and chief commander of the

I. Z
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CHAP. army. The project being communicated to Mr. Watts,

1 r he sent intrlligence of it to the company^ and by the com-

17C() pany's authority concluded a treaty with the malcontent*

for depriving Dowlah of a power which he was trying to

Clire takes render destructive to the English interest. Colonel Clive,

the field. strongly urged by Jaffier, took the field to assist the mal

contents. The English commander, with a handful of

troops, began his inarch. Crossing the Ganges, he advanced

to Plassey, within one day's march of Moorshedabad, the

capital of Bengal. There he found the viceroy encamped

with seventy thousand men, in all the feeble magnificence

which eastern effeminacy has in all ages brought against

European hardiness, courage, and resources of intellect.

The elephants, with their scarlet housings, the rich and

variegated embroidery of their tents and standards, the

glittering parade and costly decorations of their cavalry,

their gilded canopies, equalled any of the pageantry which

a Persian satrap or king ever brought against the wisdom,

strength, or valour, of Greece or Macedon. The subah,

as weak and timid in difficulty and danger, as insolent and

overbearing in safety and prosperity, now courted the for

giveness and friendship of Meer Jaffier ; and, believing

that he had prevailed, gave hinv^the command of his left

Battle of wing. Colonel Clive, with about three thousand two

Mse^' hundred men, advanced against more than twenty times

that number. Jaffier took no part whatever in the action ;

Vietory of the rest of l^e Indian troops were completely defeated,

tflpEi4g- with the loss on the side of the conquerors of only seventy

men. Colonel Clive, with wise policy, forbearing to

Express any resentment against the part which Jaffier from

indecision and double treachery had acted, saw that he

Voulii be a useful tool in the hands of England. He

saluted him sabah of the three provinces, and exhorted

him to pursue his march to Moorshedabad, engaging to

Revolution follow him immediately with his army. Arriving at the

imri "affic-r capital, colonel Clive deposed Surajah Dowlah, and with

mmieitoe. great solemnity substituted in his place Jaffier, who was

'' '• acknowledged by the people as viceroy of the

(provinces of Bengal, Bah:tr, and Orissa. Jaffier put to

dc:i'.l' -his predecessor, and grantc-d to his allies and sup

porters the English, all dwr conditions on compliance with
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which they granted his vice-royalty. He paid into the CHAP.

treasury of the company a crore of rupees,' as an indemni

fication for their losses at Calcutta, and ceded to them a 1760

considerable territory in the vicinity of that city. Thus,

in the space of fourteen days, a great revolution was

effected, and tha command of a country superior in extent,

fruitfulness, riches, and population, to most European

kingdoms, was, by a handful of troops, who were headed

by an officer bred to a civil profession and not instructed in

the art of war, transferred to a company of merchants

residing in one of the most remote corners of the globe.

Thus ended the war with Surajah Dowlah, in which the

viceroy of Bengal was not only the agressor, but had to

the utmost extent of his power perpetrated the most atro

cious cruelties. The subsequent conduct of Clive was

necessary to procure justice to his injured country. After

the subah had concluded a peace, .which restored to the

English their rights, and indemnified them for their wrongs,

he immediately entered into a concert with their enemies'

for violating the peace, and depriving them -of their long

established possessions and privileges ; but being as weak

as wicked, he fell a sacrifice to his own ill conducted

rillany.

WHILE the northern provinces of India engrossed the

principal attention of the company's council and officers,

the French took advantage of the temporary absence oi'

their forces from the coast of Coromandel, and attacked

Ingeram, Vizagapatam, and other settlements in that

quarter.

IN 1758, large reinforcements arrived ander M. Lally,

with a strong squadron under M. d'Apche, and the enemy

projected the entire conquest of the English possessions on

that coast. They invested fort St. Davids in the south

part of the Carnatic, and, before an English force could

arrive to its assistance, compelled it to surrender. Lally

also attacked Tanjore, because the rajah had distinguished

himself as the zealous and faithful ally of the English.

The French general demanded of him a sum of money

t A rupee is about 2s. fid. ; a lack is 100,000 rupee*, thati ir aVntr I l.flO/*. ; «

f!fn B n '•.•milrr.l htfci j eonsEqornflv, l ,25Ii,fWinT
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CHAP. which would have amounted to 81O,OOOl. Being refused,

v^r^r>^ he invested the city ; but the rajah's native troops, assisted

i7ou by British engineers, made so vigorous a defence, that

the French general was repulsed with loss, and obliged to

raise the siege. Retreating northwards from Tanjore, he

took possession of the city of Arcot, and made prepara

tions for the siege- of Madras. The English were at this

time so much surpassed in land force, that during the

remainder of the campaign they acted on the defensive.

"Naval ope- THE same year admiral Pococke succeeded to the

tliVin'diau command of the British fleets in India, on. the death of

seas. admiral Watson. On the 26th of March, he came upwith the enemy's ships in the road of fort St. Davids,

and attacked them in the afternoon. D'Apche having

fought warmly for two hours, in the evening retreated.

The misbehaviour of three of his captains" prevented

Pococke from a successful pursuit. The next day he

learned, that the enemy had lost a ship of the line, which

had been damaged in the engagement. About five hun

dred oi the enemy were killed or wounded, and scarcely

one hundred of the English. This was the first action

ever fought between a British and French fleet in the Indian

seas ; and, notwithstanding the disadvantages under which

admiral Pococke laboured, it was auspicious to England.

ADMIRAL Pococke having gone into harbour, to repair

the damage incurred by his fleet ; as soon as he was refitted,

set sail again in quest of the enemy. Having cruised for

several weeks, he found them on the 27th of July at

anchor in Pondicherry road. On descrying the English

fleet, the French unmoored and fled, Pococke closely pur

suing the enemy, could not come up with them till the 3d

of August, when having obtained the weathergage, he bore

British down on them in order of battle. The engagement began

with great fury on both sides; but in a short time the

French retreated towards Pondicherry. Night intervening-,

they escaped ; but their ships were so much damaged, that

they were obliged to sail to the Mauritius to refit, and thus

leave to England the sovereignty of the Indian seas.

« Ta-o of Ilie Kuglish captains being tried, were dismissed (lie service ; and

'be third was deprived of his rank aa post eaptain for "nc year.
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BUT the completion of British victory over the French CHAP.

in India was reserved for the glorious 1759. In the

month of December 1758, Lally began his inarch towards I7fi(j

Madras, and in the beginning of January commenced the

investment of that important fortress. The besieged,

though inferior to him in strength, made a gallant de

fence. The event was for some weeks doubtful ; but a

considerable reinforcement of troops and stores arriving,

conducted by captain Kempenfelt, M. Lally raised the

siege, and retreated to Arcot, extremely chagrined at his

ill success.

ABOUT the same time a detachment under colonel

Ford dispossessed the French of Vizagapatam and Masu-

lipatam. The subah of the decan, who had been favour- - *able to the French as long as they appeared superior,

finding the English now so powerful in his neighbourhood,

proposed a treaty to the government of Madras.- An

alliance was accordingly concluded, by which he renounced

all connexion with France, and ceded the entire circar of

Masulipatam to the company; who, on their part, engaged

not to assist or countenance the subah's enemies.

COLONEL COOTE now commanded the English forces

in the Carnatic, and, being able to act on the offensive,

proceeded against Lally. Having gained several advan

tages over the enemy, he endeavoured to bring him to a

general engagement, which he effected at Wandwalsh. In

this battle" the English gained a great and important

victory, which decided the fate of French India on the

Coromandel coast. Lally, with the remainder of his

troops, retired to Pondicherry. The British general

recovered Arcot ; and, except Pondicherry, the French

had now no settlement of any importance in the Carnalic.

THE conquest of Arcot finished the campaign.y Conquer

Admiral Pococke, during the same campaign, again de- Arcot-

feated the French, and compelled them to leave those

seas. On the Malabar coast, a squadron of English,

i From the detail of this cnpigement, to be found in Smollett, it appears,

that great valour was displayed on both sides ; but that llie I rench general was

rssli and impet'ious ; and that the victory of the English was owing to colonrl

Coated superior skill.

J The campaign somewhat exceeded the boundaries of 175li. A root being

iaken in Uie begiuuiog of February 176{t.
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under captain Richard Maitland, made themselves masters

of the factory of Surat.

THUS we have seen French aggression, after being

for a time successful, rousing British energy, and pro

ducing British victory ; we have seen her attempts to

exalt herself by humbling England, lead to her own

humiliation, and the aggrandizement of her rival ; and we

have seen her unjust and unwarrantable ambition discom

fited. Such was the state of affairs where Britain was

engaged for herself solely ; we must now follow her, to

TransM- her cooperation with allies. We left Frederic in winter

tions in ,. , ... i1-

Kuropcof quarters, alter the campaign of 1757, that glorious era in

mlth'her ^l8 history. In England, the king of Prussia, since the

a!iii •». dissolution of his political connexion with France, and his

alliance with this country, had become a very popular

character. This predilection rose to enthusiasm, on his

gaining the victory at Rosebach over the ancient enemy

of Britain. The union of the two catholic powers was by

many considered as a confederacy to oppress and subvert

the protestant interest in Germany. The English ap

plauded and extolled Frederic as the protestant hero, and,

anxious for his success, were willing to contribute toward

Compre- nis support and defence. Mr. Pitt, having taken a view

hensire ' ' • '• . .

awl ener- of the state of affairs on the continent, as well as the

oy'ofSSr" wnole operations of the year, saw that the strenuous

rut. efforts of Britain were necessary to preserve the balanceof power; and that exertions in Germany, by employing

the strength of France in that quarter, would weaken her

operations in America. He therefore proposed, that a

strong army should cooperate with the king of Prussia in

Germany in the ensuing campaign. A subsidiary treaty

was concluded by which the king of England stipulated

to pay into the hands of his Prussian majesty, the annual

sum of 67(),OOOl. to be employed at his discretion for the

good of the common cause ; and parliament cheerfully

voted the necessary supplies for that object, and other

purposes of the war.

THE convention of Cloister seven was considered as a

disgrace to the nation, and also as infringed by the subse

quent conduct of the French in Hanover. The army,

which had been dispersed by that treaty, was reassembled
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in British pay, and the command, by the advice of Mr. CHAP.

Pitt, bestowed on prince Ferdinand of Brunswick ; whose .^_rs

object in the campaign of 1758 was to drive eighty thou- ,760

sand French troops 1'rom Lower Saxony and Westphalia.

His own forces at the beginning of the campaign consisted *. .'.of only thirty thousand Hanoverians, but they were after

wards joined by the troops of Hesse Cassel and Brunswick,

whom England engaged by subsidies to assist in the deliv

erance of Germany. The plan of operations concerted

with Frederic was, to compel the enemy to evacuate

Brunswick anU Hanover, through the fear of having their

eommunication with the Rhine intercepted. For these

purposes he sent in March two detachments to the Weser,

of which one gained possession of Verden, the other,

under the command of his nephew the hereditary prince,

took possession of the strong and important post of Floyer.

In April, prince Ferdinand himself, crossing the Aller,

advanced south towards Brunswick, assisted by a detach-

mcnt of Prussian troops under prince Henry, the king's d,CT prince

brother. M. Clennont, who had succeeded Richlieu in nand:

the command of the French forces, apprehensive of being

«ut off from his intercourse with the Rhine, evacuated

Brunswick, Wolfenbuttle, and Hanover, and marched to

Westphalia. Crossing the Weser, Ferdinand besieged

Minden, and took it in sight of the enemy's army. Count On the

Clermont now retreated towards the Rhine ; repassed it Rhlne-

at Wesel in May ; and stationed the army on the left

bank of the river, after having lost a number of his troops,

which were taken in the retreat. Ferdinand would not

uffer them to remain undisturbed within the boundaries

of Germany. In June, he attacked them at Crevelt near Battleof

Cleves, and gained a victory more glorious to his military re>

character than decisive in its consequences. The prince

of Soubise, who commanded a considerable body of

l''rench, having defeated a detachment of Hessians, Fer

dinand was obliged to act on the defensive, and the affairs

^f France began to wear a more favourable aspect. In

July, twelve thousand British troops arriving from Eng-

itad under the command of the duke of Marlborough to

reinforce the allies, Ferdinand now resumed his offensive

operations. Through his judicious, well-planned, and
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CHAP. well-executed movements, he completely effected the

' , object of the campaign, by driving the French out of

17fio Lower Saxony and Westphalia.1

P , .. r THE king of Prussia now endeavoured to make the
Exploits of 'Frederic, utmost advantage of the victories which be had gained

at the close of the preceding campaign. Of Silesia, the

fortress of Schweidnitz alone remained in the hands of

Austria. This place, which was blockaded during winter,

on the return of spring he attacked by a regular siege.

Commencing his works on the 2d of April, he on the 15th

carried the garrison by assault. Having thus completely

recovered Silesia, he invaded Moravia, and besieged Ol-

mutz its capital; but, having opened the trenches at too

great a distance from the town, he spent his time and

ammunition uselessly ; and count Daun arriving, obliged

him to raise the siege. Meanwhile the Russians and Cos

sacks had invaded Brandenburg, and were committing the

most barbarous ravages. Their army being divided into

two parts, it was Frederic's object to come between them,

so as to cut off their communication with each other. In

this design he succeeded ; and was able to bring Roman'

zow, with the principal division, to battle at Kustrin."

.. The ready geriius of the Prussian king, on perceiving thedisposition of the Russian troops, formed his men in such

a way, as to bear with his artillery on their thick mass,

and prevent the parts of their army from supporting each

-. - other. Success followed his attempt ; he gained a most

the Rusai- decisive victory ; and the loss of the enemy amounted to

<Ha.at u"" 17,OOO men, with a great quantity of cannon and stores:

the loss, on the side of the Prussians, amounted to about

120O men. Having thus freed his country from the dan

ger of the Russians, he hastened against the Austrians

under marshal Daun. On the 14th of October, he was

surprised by that general at Hochkirchin ;b suffered a de

feat, but not decisive ; acted with such ability, as to pre

vent the enemy from deriving any material advantage

from a victory; and ultimately compelled Daun to retire

into Bohemia. The Russians and Swedes were also

obliged to withdraw to Stralsund.

.

z Smollett, vol. iv. p. 33. a, Gillie* b Smollett. •
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IN 1759, prince Ferdinand took the field against the CHAP.

French, who had again invaded Westphalia in great force, ,^^_,

under messrs. De Contades and Broglio. Prince Ferdi- [760

nand ia July found them posted at Minden. The prince

thinking the enemy too strongly posted to render an attack Frenchin-

by him wise, took a position at some distance, hoping to 1^,^ est'

provoke them to commence an assault, which he was well

prepared to resist. The French generals very impru

dently left their own strong posts to attack prince Ferdi

nand. The battle began at dawn, and was fought with Ferdinand

....... . i • and thegreat impetuosity on both sides till noon ; when the vig- British in

cur, firmness, and courage of the English INFANTRY deter-

mined the fate of the day, and gained a complete victory, vietory at

The British cavalry, commanded by lord George Sack-

ville, were ordered to advance, and bear down upon the

enemy when routed and flying. They did not advance,

and were of no service in the battle.* The same day, the

hereditary prince, of Brunswick, who was fast rising to

military eminence, having been sent by his uncle against

a detachment of French at Gofeldt with six thousand men,

defeated twice that number of the enemy, killed three

thousand, and took as many prisoners. These successes French

enabled Ferdinand to drive the French a second time out rf'^erm*-

of Germany, and to leave the allies in possession of every ay.

province and town which belonged to them at the decla

ration of war.

THE campaign of 175-9 was far from being equally

prosperous to the Prussian monarch. Beside the formid

able enemies that he had to encounter abroad, he was dis

tracted at home by dissensions among his generals. It

was the object of the Austrians and Russians, who had

before fought separately, to form a junction this campaign.

Frederick's first purpose was, to prevent this junction,

and to attack one division before they could be supported

by another ; but the disorders among the generals pre

vented them from acting with their usual skill and alacri

ty. The Prussians were defeated, on the 23d of June, at Tosses ol

Kay, on the Oder, with the loss of more than four thou-

c His lordship's conduct on this occasion underwent an inquiry and a trisl. He

Jlcgvtl in his defence, tli.it contradietory orders had been sent. This allegation,

however, was not nm.lu out to the satisfaction of the conrt ; the issue was, that

he was declared unfit for serving bis majesty in a military capacity.

You I. A a
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CHAP. sand men. This disaster disconcerted the king's mea

sures, and was the prelude to a much greater defeat. The

1760. Austrians and Russians, soon alter this battle, joined

their forces, and encamped at Kundersdorf, near Franck-

fort on the Oder. On the 12th of August the king of

Prussia attacked the enemy, and had almost succeeded in

defeating the Russians, when the intervention of marshal

Loudohn and the Austrian army gave a fatal turn to

affairs. Notwithstanding the extraordinary efforts of the

king, who exposed himself in the most dangerous parts

of the field, had two horses shot under him, and his

clothes rent by musket balls, the Prussians were completely

defeated and dispersed ; the approach of night saved their

army from total ruin.'1 The pressure of calamity served

only to increase the elastic force of Frederick's genius.

He recruited his army with indefatigable diligence, repla

ced his artillery from the arsenal of Berlin, and soon

found himself at the head of a considerable body of troops.

But the jealousies between the Russians and Austrians

concurred with the active ability ot Frederick. When

Daun proposed to pursue the enemy, the Russian general

would not consent ; and the time was wasted without any

important effort, until winter gave the Prussian monarch

some respite for restoring his affairs,

Trench In 1760, the court of Versailles made great prepara-

Ge"ma"yf llons ^or recovering their footing in Westphalia. The

hereditary prince, in April, having assailed the count de

Germain too adventurously, was repulsed ; but afterwards,

on the 16th of July, attacked a numerous body of the

enemy «t Kxdorf, and gained a brilliant victory ; five bat

talions were taken prisoners, with their arms, baggage,

and artillery.' On the 31st of the same month, prince

Ferdinand, with the main army, had an engagement with

the French near Cassel, in which the enemy were com

pelled to retreat. The hereditary prince was afterwards

d The king finding the defeat inevitable, sont n letter to the queen in these

fcrins : " Remove from llcrlin with the royal family ; let the archives t)u curried

to Potsdam : the town may inali^ conditions with the enemy.'* (tillies.

c Elliot's regiment of light horso appeared f'T the first time in the field

upon this occasion ; and, to the astonishment of the veteran troops, ciuirgcd

five different times, and broke through the cucinf at every charge. See Bel-

sham's History of l.rt nt iiritain, vol. li. p. 478.
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defeated near Campen, but by a masterly retreat was able CHAP.

to rejoin the main army. The successes of that campaign

towards the close were very various, but on the whole it 1760

was not favourable to the allies, as the French had again

got possession of a great part of Westphalia, and the

whole principality of Hesse.

THE king of Prussia strained every nerve to compen

sate the losses of the preceding year, and so distributed

his forces as to oppose the Russians, Swedes, and Aus-

trians, in separate divisions; while the Russians, on the

other hand, attempted to join the Austrians, in Silesia.

Frederic used every art to animate and inspire his troops ; Masterly

he addressed himself to their superstition, credulity, and K^'deric;

every other principle by which wise policy could operate

upon vulgar minds : thus inspired, they took the field.

The king found means to combine attack and defence.

While protecting Silesia, he invested Dresden ; but the

approach of marshal Daun, obliged him to raise the siege

of that city ; and the enemy also took Glatz, in Silesia.

The king found it necessary now to resort to Silesia in per

son, to maintain his interest in that long contested pro

vince ; with his usual dexterity, he separated two divisions

of the Austrian army, and kept such positions that it was

impossible for them to surround his forces. He changed

his movements and posts so often, that he kept the enemy

always on the watch ; and determined to attack them

himself, as soon as he should, by marches and counter

marches, draw the one division to too great a distance

from the other to receive from it any support. Before Operations

him was marshal Daun with one army ; behind him, tSeTar-

Loudohn with another ; and he was informed by his spies, p^?1,,,

that a third army of Russians had crossed the Oder amlAus-

and joined Daun. Daun being reinforced by the Rus- tria"

sians, on the evening of the 14th of August prepared to

give the king of Prussia battle. Next day his majesty

decamped at night with his army, and crossed the Oder

towards general Loudohn. Frederic took possession of

an advantageous ground, which he justly concluded Lou

dohn would wish to occupy. Loudohn advancing, and

perceiving that there were troops posted there, supposed

that it was but a small detachment, and that the main
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army of Prussia was in camp at Lignitz. Proceeding t»

dislodge the fancied detachment, he suddenly found him

self attacked by the whole Prussian army. The darkness

of the night, and the surprise, rendered the defeat inev

itable and complete: 10,OOO Austrians were slain, arcl

600O taken prisoners. In the camp at Lignitz, Frederic

had left some hussars, who imitated the noise of patroles

and sentinels. Daun, not doubting that he should in the

mprning find the Prussians where they had been in the

evening, marched towards the camp ; but to his utter

surprise, he found it entirely empty. The wind had been

so boisterous and adverse, that Daun had not heard the

report of two hundred pieces of cannon at half a mile's

distance ; and knew nothing of the enemy, till he saw

them arrayed in order of battle on the opposite side of

the river. Daun was evidently undetermined whether he

ought to attack the enemy, or retreat. Frederic ordered

his troops to fire, in demonstration of joy for victory ; a

dexterous manceuvre, which completely dispirited the

Austrians, and precipitated their retreat. He dispersed

the Russians by a stratagem not unlike that which The-

mistocles employed towards Xerxes. He sent a peasant

with a letter to his brother Henry, telling him that he was

advancing as fast as he could after his victory over the

Austrians, to attack the Russians, and he hoped with

equal success. The peasant purposely throwing himself

in the way of the enemy was taken ; the letter was found

on him ; and, on being read, they repassed the Oder, and

sians'to're- destroyed, the bridge; and thus, in order to avoid the

pretended pursuit of Frederic, they cut off their own com

munication with the allied army. Frederic, meanwhile,

instead of following them, endeavoured to make the beat

of his victory, by driving the Austrians out of Silesia.

Daun, regretting that he had been so completely out

generaled bv Frederic, employed every means to prevail

on the Russians to repass the Oder, and invade Branden

burg. He at last prevailed ; and in October, the Prus

sians entered the electorate, and invested Berlin. The

number of Prussians that had been left to guard the

capital, was less than half that of the Austrians and Rus

sians. The combined armies entered the capital, and

CHAt».
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behaved with savage ferocity; but the king hastening CHAP.

from Silesia, the enemy on his approach thought it expe- 1—^->.

dient to retire. Having delivered his country from the irfio

combined troops, he returned to oppose marshal Daun, Defeats a

... i • i • i • , second Au-

drew him into a battle in a disadvantageous situation, and strian „.

gained at Torgau a victory still more decisive than that

which he had obtained over marshal Loudohn. The

Russians, on hearing of the defeat of their ally, retired

into Poland ; and thus Frederic became again superior to

all his enemies. They might invade his country, take his

towns, defeat his armies, exhaust many of his resources ;

but he had in his genius one resource, which they could

not exhaust : with his transcendent abilities he ultimately

predominated over all their force, experience, and skill.

Such was the state of our principal ally in war, in October

1760.

THE war gave occasion to discussions between Britain Stutenf

and Holland, which involved general questions concerning |je""in olc.

the rights and conduct of neutral states, when neigh- toberirfio.

louring powers are );aged in hostilities. By the bar- Discussions

rier treaty it had been «vpressly declared, that no fortress, Rritainlnd

town, or territory of the Austrian Low Countries should i|e"tral .
• i r i , r -n powers, m

be ceded or transferred to the crown ot b ranee on any Oetober

pretext whatever. Notwithstanding this treaty, the states

general had acquiesced in the surrender of Ostend and

Nieuport to the French. They had also given permission

for the free passage of warlike stores through their terri

tories, for the use of the French army. A memorial, by with HoU

order of the British king, was presented to the states.

They answered, that they could not prevent the infrac

tions of treaties. The Dutch for several years had been

supplying the French with all sorts of warlike stores, and

transporting the produce of the French sugar colonies to

Europe, as carriers hired by the proprietors; and were at

this time very active in carrying contraband goods to

France. The supineness and inefficiency of the New

castle administration had suffered such violations of neu

trality to escape with impunity; but with the energy of

Pitt, the case was changed. The court of Great Britain

having complained of this violation of neutrality without

obtaining redress, took the most- effectual step for redress-
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CHAP, ing themselves. They issued orders to arrest all ships of

neutral powers, that should have French property on

,760 board. These necessary orders were strictly and vigo

rously executed. A number of Dutch ships with French

cargoes were seized and confiscated ; a great ferment

arose among the Dutch : they remonstrated, and they

complained. The British government assured them, that

we were desirous of remaining in amity with them,

but that we never could connive at such a deviation

from neutrality i and that we should continue to capture

ships caught in such acts of violation. Towards the close

of 1758, they began to make some preparations for hos

tilities. The princess dowager of Orange, daughter of

George II., by her judicious management prevented the

two nations from a quarrel, which it was so much the

interest of both to avoid. English privateers having fre

quently, without any authority, rifled Dutch ships, the

masters were punished as pirates ; but by our ships of

war, authorized for the purpose, the aggressors of the law

of nations continued to be captured. The princess dying,

the conduct of the states threatened the dissolution of

peace ; and they persisted in supplying the French in the

West Indies, and in the East had manifested a hostile

disposition to the English interest. A second memorial

was presented by sir Joseph Yorke. They endeavoured

to justify themselves; but as the attempt was evasive and

unsatisfactory, the British minister instructed the ambas

sador to reply in more peremptory terms. The Dutch,

aware that Pitt never threatened in vain, promisedf to

abstain from every kind of traffic that gave umbrage to

Great Britain, and to inflict exemplary punishment on any

of their subjects or servants who should give offence to

England.

FERDINAND king of Spain died in 1759, and was suc

ceeded by his brother Charles. This prince was very far

from adopting the sentiments and policy of his predeces

sor respecting England. Hitherto, however, the differ

ence did not manifest itself. .:

f Smollett, vol. iv. p. 597

.*••«':•*.
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DURING the contest which was carried on by Britain CHAP.

and her allies, overtures were made by George and Fre- .—^^^^

deric to wards the termination of war. In the winter ,rfio

which followed the campaign 1759, immediately after the Negotiati-

rr-vi i I • i WF i « • »« OD« for

capture ot (Quebec anti admiral Hawke s victor)', Mr. peace bc-

Pitt, aware that the day of success is the time for offering [o^r°c"

peace, proposed that the allied kings should intimate their 1760.

willingness to open a negotiation. Frederic consented,

and a memorial was delivered to the French, Imperial,

and Russian ambassadors, signifying that their Britannic

and Prussian majesties were ready to send plenipotenti

aries to any proper place that should be appointed, in

order to receive overtures for a general peace. A preli

minary article proposed was, that the dominions of the

king of Prussia should be preserved entire. This pro

posal being communicated to the court of Versailles,

France replied, that she had no other wish but to make

peace with England; but that not being at war with Prus

sia, she could not confound the interests of that nation

with those of Britain. France had been completely dis- Reiatjre

comfited in every quarter in which England and she had «*atebfthc

ft< ««!•«»«• • i belligerent

to cope, apart from their mutual allies. She was entirely powers,

subdued in North America, the East and West Indies ;

and had been also defeated in Germany. The inferiority

of her naval power obliged her to despair of success in

any maritime efforts ; but in Germany, though defeated,

her case was by no means so desperate. From the

exhausted state of the king of Prussia, and the enormous

expenses of the war to England, she was in hopes that she

and her allies might in that country obtain advantages,

which would procure more favourable terms than she

could expect from the events in those quarters in which

she and England had been singly engaged. The preser

vation of the balance of power, by supporting the king of

Prussia against the great confederacy, had been the prin

ciple object of the war in Germany. Had France ratified

the proposed preliminary there would have remained little

which she could set against the conditions that Britain

was empowered by the victories to demand. She there- NcRotiati-

fore determined at present to reject a proposal with such a „){• **

preface. The empress queen, though hitherto frequently
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baffled, trusted to the resources of the combination, for the

ultimate attainment of those objects which she sought by

the war, and would by no means enter into a negotiation, •the preliminary article of which was the abandonment of

her views on the Prussian dominions. The overture*

were rejscted by both France and Austria, in the beiief

that at a future period they could procure conditions mcr$

compatible with the views with which they had resptca

lively commenced their aggressions. Such was the state

of Britain respecting war, negotiation, allies, and neutral

powers, in October 176O. The condition of this country

in her various relations had, from July 1757 to October

1760, in three years and a quarter, been raised from

depression and disgrace to exaltation and glory. Thi«

change, muler Divine Providence, had been principally

effected by the force of genius, which overbore all private

juntos and party distinctions, formed the wisest and most

vigorous plans, selected the fittest instruments of execu

tion, and by the combination of wisdom, firmness, and

judicious choice, produced the most signal and important

success. On two individuals, though of different ranks,

yet who had each risen to a much higher elevation than

that in which he was born, depended the fortune of

Europe, and other quarters of the world. In their differ

ent situations, William Pitt and Frederic of Prussia over

bore confederacy by intellectual preeminence and moral

energy. An event now took place, in itself of great

importance, and which led to the commencement ot a

reign, in all its history, connexions, and relations ; in the

events, changes, and vicissitudes, that it has witnessed ; in

the difficulties which it has had to encounter, and in the

displays of HUMAN NATURE which it has exhibited, the

most momentous that is recorded in the annals of

mankind.

ON Saturday morning the 25th of October 176O, king

George II. of Great Britain, then near seventy-seven years

of age, being at Kensington palace, rose at his usual hour,

called his page, drank his chocolate, and inquired about

the wind, as he was anxious for the arrival ot the mails ;

observing, that as it was a fine day, he proposed to walk

in the garden. A few minutes after this declaration, his
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page, who had left the room, heard a noise, as of some- CHAP.

thing falling. He returned hastily into the apartment

with other attendants, and found the king weltering on 1780.

the floor; being lifted on a bed, he in a faint voice

desired they would call Amelia, but before the princess

could reach his apartment, he breathed his last.

GEORGE II., with abilities not exceeding mediocrity, Hi, cl)t.

possessed amiable and estimable qualities : he was just, racier,

open, sincere, brave, and though in his temper prone to

anger, yet placable, and in his dispositions mild and hu

mane. His government was equitable and constitutional

as far as depended on himself, but varied in vigour and

wisdom according to the characters of his ministers. The

chief defects of his politics arose from his predilection

for his native dominions, which involved Britain in alli

ances, subsidies, and hostilities, that, being unnecessary,

were pernicious, in proportion to their magnitude. His

preference of one party of his British subjects, during a

great part of his reign, though neither very liberal nor

wise, was the natural consequence of the circumstances in

which he was placed operating, on his limited capacity.

The last years of his life proved to him, that connexion

with a certain confederacy was not necessary to the high

est ministerial ability. In the first part of his reign, a

minister of considerable talents, and in many respects bene

ficial to his country, established systematic corruption as an

engine of executive government ; and for many years this

engine was believed indispensable. In the last period of National

his reign, a minister demonstrated, that corruption was not

necessary to superior genius, magnanimity, and' energy ; pew«r-

but that talents and virtue, promptly, directly, and deci

sively exerted for patriotic purposes, overbore all opposi

tion, and procured, with the applause of the people, every

resource which was wanted for British security and glory.

The pacific policy of sir Robert Walpole, and the perse

vering attention of Mr. Pelham, had a share in promoting

the manufactures and commerce of this country; but their

astonishing rise under this king, was chiefly owing to amore general cause of British greatness the progressivespirit of industry and enterprise which freedom fosters.

VOL. I. B b
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CHAP. FROM the same source, flowed literature and science ;

L^^,^, and in the various departments of learning, Britain was

I760 eminently distinguished. Swift, Pope, and Bolingbroke,Literature, began the literary glory of George's reign ; Thomson

graced its middle stage ; Johnson and Hume adorned its

later periods. Having before rivalled, and at this time

rivalling the ancients, in the various species and degrees

of poetry and philosophy, Britain now for the first time

contested the palm of history, and brought her Robertson

and her Hume, to match the Livy and Herodotus, the

Tacitus and Thucydides, of the Romans and Greeks.

Theology, investigated by the inquiring and philosophical

spirit of free and enlightened Englishmen, produced valu

able accessions to theoretical and practical knowledge, in

the works of Warburton, Hurd, Sherlock, Hoadley, and

Seeker. The dissenters also contributed a considerable

share to the learning and piety of the times. While Fos

ter, Watts, and Doddridge, inculcated religious conduct,

by expounding and impressing in detail the doctrines of

Christianity 5 the learned and logical Leland defended with

force and success the whole christian religion against the

attacks of the deists. Not rational piety only, however,

mark the theological efforts of this period ; ingenious

adventurers in fanaticism framed a new species of super

stition, which both at that time and since has produced

very important effects on the sentiments, character, and

manners of numbers of people in all ranks. Whitefield

and Wesley, having perceived that not a few of the estab

lished clergy had relaxed in the performance of' their offi

cial duties, formed a project of supplying, in their

own persons, this deficiency of spiritual instruction ; and,

in order to establish sufficient influence, professed superior

sanctity, and pretended divine illumination. Being both

men of dexterity and address, they played successfully on

the fancies and passions, and made a multitude of con

verts to their respective kinds of enthusiasm. They cer

tainly were the means of rousing the clergy to a more

vigorous discharge of their professional occupation ; and

it is probable that they may have also made some of their

votaries, by working on their fears and fancies, pious and

charitable, whom reason and conscience might not have



RJEIGN OF GEORGE III.
18ST

influenced. So far their efforts may have been salutary :

but the first principle of their theory, divine illumination,

superseding the necessity of human discipline and learn-

ing, has opened the way to many illiterate and ignorant

undertakers, who, either circulating or stationary, have

inculcated and impressed their absurd and often pernicious

doctrines on the weak and the credulous ; so that fre

quently profligacy, and not rarely insanity and suicide,

have flowed from such spiritual instructions. In the

lighter species of composition, England showed that she

could excel, as well as in the graver and deeper. If

Spain and France could respectively boast of Cervantes

and Le Sage, Britain could boast of Smollett and Fielding.

But now there were not only, as in the time of Anne, a

few illustrious in the different provinces of genius ; there

were many respectable. The precepts, and much more

the example, of the great writers of that age had diffused

taste and the study of composition ; and many more had

obtained a competent share of useful and elegant erudition,

than at any former period of English history. In no age

or country had learning been more widely spread, than in

Britain in the year 1 760.-

Is the fine arts, England was beginning to attain dis- Fine art».-

linction. The encouragement bestowed on the sublime

compositions of Handel, had stimulated the natives to

musical effort. Hogarth showed that England could use

the pencil as well as the pen ; and with the bold origina

lity of genius, he pursued a path hitherto untrodden.

Reynolds also laid the foundation of that fame, which he

since raised to so great a height. In architecture, im

provements were made by the taste and genius of a ^ur- •

iington ; still, however, a relish continued for the pon

derous structures of Vanburgh.

THE manners of that age, though abounding in parade Manners,

and form, were in many respects dignified and impressive*

They certainly contained a much greater degree of pomp,

:md state, and ceremony, than was necessary for social

parties in common life. Mingled with this stiffness and

precision, there was, in conversation and in familiar wri

ting, an indelicacy, less indeed than in the preceding age

flf George I., but still far short of just taste and moral
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CHAP, refinement. This was probably encouraged by the prac-

*' tise of the court, to which modesty and reputation were

,760 not then necessary passports. The king's mistresses stillcontinued to mix in all fashionable parties, and even to becompanions to the princesses.*

THE signal successes which adorned the last years of

George II., the exaltation of England, and the depres

sion of her enemies, raised his majesty to a degree of

popularity which he had never before enjoyed. The warm

fancies of his admirers represented him as equal in wis

dom and heroism to any, or all, the princes that ever sat

on the English throne ; and we may safely concur with the

historian of his reign,h that no prince was ever more popu

lar at the time of his decease.

GEORGE in his person was somewhat lower than the

middle size, well formed, with prominent eyes, a high

nose, good features, and a fair complexion. He was born

in November, 1683, and in 1705 married princess Caro

line of Anspach, by whom he had six children who came

to maturity, besides several others who died young : two

.tons, Frederick born in 1707, who, on his father's acces

sion to the ihrone, was prince of Wales, and William

duke of Cumberland ; and four daughters, the princess of

Orange, princess Amelia, the princess of Hesse, and the

queen of Denmark. Frederick married in,1736\he prin-

'cess Augusta of Saxe-gotha. By her he had five sons

and three daughters, who came to maturity : George born

May 2-Mh O. S. 1738, now our gracious sovereign j Ed

ward late duke of York ; William Henry duke of Glou

cester ; Henry Frederick late duke of Cumberland ;

Frederick William, deceased ; Augusta duchess of Bruns

wick ; Louisa, deceased ; and Matilda, late queen of

Denmark. His highness the prince of Wales dying in

his father's lifetime in 1751, his eldest son George became

prince of Wales, and heir of his grandfather's crown.

As Frederick himself had not confined his preference to

whigs, but desired to be king of Great Britain, and not

of a party, he endeavoured to instil, the same sentiments

into his heir.

g See tert Orford, passiM. li Bee Smollett, TOl, ir. p. 44*
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THE tuition of prince George was committed to John CHAP.

Stuart earl of Bute, who was a nobleman of respectable ''

talents and erudition, and particularly distinguished for ,760

decency and propriety of conduct. During the life of his Education

grandfather, his highness had been brought up in a state prince of*

of retirement, and was totally free from juvenile excesses. Wale5-

A warm, affectionate, and benevolent heart was unalloyed

by vicious habits ; on the other hand, a sound and acute

understanding was not furnished with the actual experi

ence and discernment into characters, which a more enlar

ged intercourse with mankind, in such a mind, must have

produced. The filial, fraternal, and other affections of

the prince were very strong. Those whom he loved, he

loved fervently; in that number was his tutor, the earl of

Bute; whom his judgment readily discovered to be a man

of merit. It must be the coldness of experienced age, Sentiment^

after frequent deceptions correcting its errors, not the

generous credulity of unsuspecting youth, that will accu

rately scan the talents of those whom it loves. Even in

age itself, wisdom is often lost in affection. It cannot

therefore be surprising, that the attachment of a youth of

twenty years of age should exaggerate the merits of its

object. His highness's regard for the earl of Bute was

very great ; and his lordship being zealously attached to

the church of England and his religious duties, studiously

and successfully infused these principles and sentiments

into the mind of his royal pupil. Being a man of irre

proachable morals, he saw it necessary, from the state of

the court and its influence on the public to instil such sen

timents into the heir of the crown as might induce him to

patronise decency and modesty, and give a change to the

prevailing manners. The prince so educated, although he

did not much appear in public, was, from the general

report of his character, very popular. He \vas, besides,

a native of England, and presumed to possess the senti

ments of an Englishman—to be more attached to his own

country, than to the foreign territories of his family. A

face both elegant and manly, combining the blooming fresh

ness of youth with firmness and vigour; a countenance

expressing the open frankness, benevolence, and boldness

of the English character; a stature above the jniddle size ;



HISTORY OF THE

CHAP. a figure uniting strength and comeliness ; with unassuming

1 and liberal. manners ; cooperated with the general opinion

rfi0 of his head and heart, and his situation, in rendering him

a favourite with the nation.

THE total discomfiture of the jacobite party in prince

George's very early youth, by taking away the only plausible

pretext for the exclusive encouragement of whigs, facili

tated the road to a more liberal choice of counsellors.

Thus the change of circumstances concurred with the sen

timents of his parents and the education of the prince, in

forming him to be king of a country, and not of a party.—

Such was our present sovereign, in character and estima

tion, at the death of his grandfather.
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CHAP. II.

Accession ef George III.—State and resources of the coun

try.—First council of the king.—Prince Edward and

lord Bute made privy counsellors.—Meeting of parlia

ment.—His majesty's first speech.—Expresses liis satis

faction at the cessation of party dissensions—his resolu

tion to adhere to the engagements of his grandfather.—In

universally popular.—General principle of the young king

in the choice of counsellors.—Unanimity of parliamen t,

end liberal supplies.— The king recommends measures for

securing the independence of the judges.—An act passed

for that purpose.—Recompense bestowed on Mr. Arthur

Onslo-w.—Parliament dissolved.—Partial changes in

administration.—Lord Bute made secretary of state.—

Campaign 1761.—British operations.—Attack and cap

ture of Belleisle.—America.—East Indies ; siege and

reduction of Pondicherry.—Powerful army sent by

France to Hesse Cassel.—Prince Ferdinand disconcerts

their projects.-*—Military ability of the hereditary

Prince.—Marquis of Granby.—King of Prussia acts

chiefly on the defensive.—Baffles the attempts of his

combined enemies.—Negotiations.—Proffered interven

tion of Spain indignantly rejected by Mr. Pitt.—He

discovers the hostile compact of the House of Bourbon.

—Bold and decisive scheme for compelling Spain to

declare her intentions,—opposed by lord Bute, and over

ruled by a majority.*—Mr. Pitt restgns his office.—

Character of his administration.—Marriage of the king

to the princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg Strelitz.—Lord

Bute, chief director of affairs.—Prejudices against.—

Event justifies the foresight of Mr. Pitt.:—Hostile

avowals of Spain.—Britain declares war against that

kingdom.

NO sooner was the death of George II. known,

than the prince of Wales was proclaimed king, with the



192
HISTOttY 0V TH

CHAP. title of George III. On his accession, all ranks of men

v^X^. ardently and sincerely testified their satisfaction. The

I76n whigs were attached to a prince of the house of Bruns-

Aecession wick, and the tories rejoiced that they were to be governed

of George • r ,- - i- rru L

(11. by a sovereign free From party prejudices. 1 hose whowere neither whigs nor tories, were delighted with a king

acquainted with our laws and constitution, a native of

Britain, fond of his country, and who was expected

lo employ talents and virtue wherever they were to be

lound. All regarded their young king with affection,

predicted, from his character, and the circumstances of

the country, an auspicious reign, and were happy in the

prospect afforded by his age and state of health that it

would also he long.

THE resources of the country which his majesty was

now culled to govern, were increased beyond all former

computation. War, which is so pernicious an obstacle to

other mercantile nations, had opened new channels to the

traders of Great Britain. The superiority of her marine

force had crushed the navigation of France, her great

rival in commerce. She now supplied, on her own terms,

all those foreign markets, at which, in time of peace, she

was undersold by that dangerous competitor. Revenue and

national credit were proportionally great; the immense sums

required for the manifold services of the war, were forth

coming on demand. The sum total granted for that year

amounted to nearly sixteen millions sterling. The British

army in various parts of the world consisted of ninety-

seven regiments of foot, and thirty-one of horse and dra

goons, amounting to about a hundred and ten thousand ;

the German auxiliaries in British pay, were sixty thou

sand ; die ships of the line, including fifties, were a

hundred and twenty-one ; the frigates and sloops propor

tionally numerous ; and the seamen in actual service

amounted to seventy thousand. The ordnance establish

ment was in proportion to those of the army and navy.

This force was commanded by officers selected by the pen

etration of the minister; who, in his choice of agents,

considered merely the object of the respective trusts ; and

disregarding family connexion, or any other adventitious

ground of preference, appointed instruments the most
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fitted for effecting the destined purpose. The recent estab- CHAP.

lishment of a national militia, answering most of the ends y^J^.

of internal defence, permitted the executive power to ,76o

employ the regular troops, if necessary, out of the king

dom. Notwithstanding the expensive war, the means of

internal security, as well as of influence and dignity at

home and abroad, were under the command of the executive

government, which employed so very energetic a minis

ter as Mr. Secretary Pitt. '

ON the 27th of October the king held his first council, The king's

in which he declared hijj resolution to prosecute the just oiamatioir

and necessary war in which his kingdom was engaged.

His majesty's first proclamation, dated the 31st of Octo

ber, was a strong and striking instance of his regard for

the interests of religion and virtue. Its purport was, to

encourage piety and morality, and to prevent and punish

vice, profaneness, and immorality, which at that time

were extremely prevalent. His majesty, two days after

his accession, appointed his eldest brother prince Edward

and John earl of Bute privy counsellors. Parliament,

agreeably to an act made for the purpose, continued to

exercise its office for six months after the decease of the

king. On November the 18th it assembled; and the First

new king, seated on the throne, delivered a speech, well J^m^jcs-

fitted to confirm the high opinion of the public. He tyt"ilar-

... fit i-ii ii . luuuent

expressed his concern tor the loss which he and the nationhad sustained by the death of his grandfather, especially

at a season so critical to the country ; and his sense of

the weight and importance of the task now devolved upon

him, being called to the government of this country at

such a time and under such circumstances. He implored

the divine assistance in his endeavours to discharge his

duty, and proceeded in the following energetic strain :

" Born and educated in this country, 1 glory in the name

" of Briton ; and the peculiar happiness of my life will

" ever consist in promoting the welfare of a people, whose

" loyalty and warm affection to me I consider as the great-

" est and most permanent security of my throne ; and I

" doubt not, but their steadiness in those principles will

" equal the; firmness of my invariable resolution to adhere

" to, and strengthen, this excellent constitution, in church

VOL. I Cc
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CHAP. u and state, and to maintain toleration inviolable. The

" civil and religious rights of my loving subjects are equally

17CO " dear to me with the valuable prerogatives of my crown ;

" and as the surest foundation of the whole, and the best

" means to draw down the divine favour on my reign, it

" is my fixed purpose to countenance and encourage the

" practice of true religion and virtue." He then men

tioned the successes of ourselves and our allies, the

state of commerce, and the land and sea force in which

he found the kingdom ; after which he proceeded as fol

lows : " In this state I have found things at my accession

" to the throne of my ancestors : happy in viewing the

" prosperous part of it ; happier still should I have been

" had I found my kingdoms, whose true interest I have

" entirely at heart, in full peace : but since the ambition,

" injurious encroachments, and dangerous designs of my

" enemies, rendered the war both just and necessary, and

" the generous overture made last winter towards a con-

" gress for a pacification has not yet produced any suit-

" able return, I am determined, with your cheerful and

" powerful assistance, to prosecute this war with vigour,

" in order to attain to that desirable object, a safe and

" honourable peace. For this purpose, it is absolutely

" incumbent on us to be early prepared ; and I rely upon

" your zeal and hearty concurrence to support the king of

" Prussia, and the rest of my allies, and to make ample

" provision for carrying on the war, as the only means to

" bring our enemies to equitable terms of accommoda-

" tion." After addressing the house of commons on the

supplies, he concluded his speech in the following words :

" The eyes of all Europe are upon you ; from your reso-

" melons .the protestant interest hopes for protection, as

" wtll as all our friends lor the preservation of their inde-

" pendency ; and our enemies fear the final disappoint-

" im-nt of their ambitious and destructive views. Let

" these hopes and fears be confirmed and augmented by

" the vigour, unanimity, and despatch, of our proceed-

" ings. In this expectation I am the more encouraged

" by a pleasing circumstance, which I look upon as

" one of the most auspicious omens of my reign. That

" happy extinction of divisions, and that union and good
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'^"harmony which continue to prevail amongst my subjects CHAP.

u afford me the roost agreeable prospects. The natural

" disposition and wish of my heart are to cement and pro- 1768

'' mote them ; and I promise myself that nothing will arise" on your part, to interrupt or disturb a situation so essen-" tial to the trade and lasting felicity of this great people."

THIS speech was extremely satisfactory both to parlia- gives gene-

ment and to the public. Very loyal addresses were {^,1n*aU*&c"

returned by both houses ; but that of the house of com

mons was peculiarly forcible and eloquent. From the

promotion of Pitt to be prime minister, there had been no

parliamentary opposition. Unanimity in both houses marked Suspension
ir • I- i • o,-, TIT ii °' parties

the nrst session or the reign of, George 111., and the most and unani-

liberal supplies were granted without a dissenting voice. ma'J[ja°f

The sums required for the public services of 1761 amounted ment

to nineteen millions, twelve of which it was necessary to suppiies,

raise by a loan, and add to the debt which his majesty

found at his accession. The civil list was fixed at 800,0001.

A message from the throne stated the extraordinary

expenses incurred by several provinces of America in their

exertions during the war, and parliament, as a compensa

tion, voted 200,OOOl.

• ON the third of March 1761, his majesty, in his speech I76i.

from the throne, recommended a measure displaying the rccom-

liberality and patriotism of his character. By the death of "j^^ent

the king, all officers appointed by him are vacated, and to render

require new commissions. Of these were the offices of ijfepei?*

judges. In very early times, our kings in person often dentoftjie

heard and decided causes ; but ever since the reign of

Edward I. and the establishment of the different courts

and of regular circuits, they have delegated that power to

the several judges. For a long period these held their

places during pleasure ; consequently, the administration

of justice must have depended very often on the views,

interests, or passions of the reigning prince. In the reign

of William III. a more stable tenure of office was propo

sed and established, and it was enacted,i that the commis

sions of the judges should be made, not as formerly, dur

ing pleasure, but during the faithful discharge of their

i Statutes at lurge, 13 W. 111. cajl. 9.
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CHAP, duties; and their salaries were ascertained and establish!*!,

'' so that it might be lawful to remove them, on the address

1781 of both houses of parliament.* Notwithstanding this wise

provision, the office of the judges determined on the demise

of the crown. With praiseworthy earnestness for the im

partial administration of public justice, his majesty signi

fied, that he considered the independency and uprightness

of the judges, as essential to the proper exercise of their

office, as one of the best securities for the rights and liber

ties of his subjects, and as mojst conducive to the honour

of .his crown. He therefore recommended to the consi

deration of parliament, that such farther provision might

be made for securing the judges in the enjoyment of their

offices during their good behaviour, notwithstanding the

demise of the crown, as should be most expedient. Par

liament expressed a strong sense of the wisdom and libe-

«ct to that rality of this measure, and an act was passed to the effect

pin-pone, recommended in the speech.1

THE parliament was now approaching to its dissolu

tion. Mr. Arthur Onslow had been speaker for thirty-

three years in five successive parliaments. He now

declared, that his age and infirmities would prevent his

return to the house ; and on this declaration it was imme

diately moved, and unanimously carried, " that the thanks

" of the house should be given to Mr. Speaker, for his

" long and faithful services ; for the unshaken integrity of

" his conduct; for his steady impartiality in the exercise

"of his office; and his unwearied endeavours to pro-

" mote the real interests of his king and country, to main-

" tain the honour and dignity of parliament, and to preserve

" inviolable the rights and privileges of the commons of

" Great Britain." The house farther unanimously addressed

the kinij, beseeching him to confer some testimony of his

royal favour on Mr. Onsloit. His majesty, in answer,

k Sec rH.Tkitone's Commentaries, TO| i. p. 267.

I Mr. i; .• ;, .1.. labours to diminish the merit of lliis proposal of his majes

ty ; by which, forthe general good of his people, he showed his ilisnOHtion to

lessen the influence ol the crown, lie nascrtr, that this was no sacrifice on the

liart of the crown, as no minister would advise such a dismissal. 'I his, how

ever, ii uinere awnrnption of Mr. Bebhum's. A minister might advise the refu

sal of new commissions to jndgi-s obi;oviousto him, as good .judges might be to a

bad minister; and H new king, hefore the net of 17fil, hud the power of such dis

mission : that power is, in the act desired In his majesty, entirely renounced.
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expressed his high esteem for the gentleman recommend- CHAP.

ed, and bestowed on him a pension of 30001. a year •_v^_.

for his own life and that of his son. On the 19th of lr61

March, his majesty, having expressed his complete ap- Pensions

, . r i , f v i • bestowed

probation 01 the conduct of parliament, prorogued it; on Mr.

and in April, it was dissolved. Onsiow

ABOUT this time some partial changes were made in Dissolution

administration. Mr. Legge was dismissed from his meu1, "*

office of chancellor of the exchequer,™ and viscount Harrington appointed in his place ; lord Holdernesse resigned

his office of secretary of state, and was succeeded by lord

Bute. Mr. Pitt still continued principal secretary, and Lord Bute

consequently at the head of administration, as he must ^^^

have been of any political body of which he was a member, of state.

THE chief military enterprise undertaken by Britain in

the compaign 1761, was the attack of Belleisle, a large

island lying off the south coast of Brittany. This place

was about twelve leagues in circumference, strongly for- leisl«.

tified, and afforded to its possessors the command of a great

extent of French coast. It was apprehended, that it might

be of service to the English trade and shipping in time of

peace ; and, as a receptacle for privateers, might annoy the

trade of France in time of war ; or that the French, when

a treaty should be set on foot, aware of its advantages,

m Mr. Belshnm, in the account that he gives of this change, imputes to his

sovereign mean and unworthy motives According lo lliis writer, his majesty

tad, at the preceding eleetion, (being thco prince of Wales,) sent a peremptory

menage lo Mr. Legge, who was about to be chosen member for Hampshire,

pres-ing him to relin(iuish his pretensions in favour of sir Simon Stuart, a near

rduion to the earl of llute. "Mr. Legge (says Mr. Belshmu) represented, in

Ter-» respeetful language, his earnest desire to gratify the wishes of his royal

bi^finess, if timely intimation had been given him of his intention ; but, as things

were now circumstanced, he could not, in honour to himself or justice to his

[rieiuls, recede from the nomination already made. This (continues Mr. Bel-

shain) was a species of contumacy altogether unpardonable ; and rhc new mon-

«rch toc-k a vrry early and a decisive opportunity to demonstrate to the world*

how different was his system of thinking from that of Lewis XII. who, with it

magnanimity truly royal, declared it beneath the dignity of a king to revenge the

Barrels of a duke ot Orleans." Bclshain, vol. i p. 17. This panigraph contains

•n assertion injurious to our sovereign, without any proof or vouchers. Where ^is the evidence that the prince sent such a message ! There is none in Mr. Bel-

ihara's history ; hut even if the prince had sent such a mes.rage, is there any

proof, that, because Mr. Leggedid not do what was not practicable, the prince

•S >'ilil conceive such resentment fl^ainst him, as on that account to deprive him

«fhis office seven years after? Wh.-rc is the testimony that supports this asser

tion, imputing to the sovereign, malignity am) revengei Is it a construction

founded on general experience of that illustrious persoi.mje's dispositions ? Are

iMlieeand rancour supposed, even by his enendes, to be component parts of the

king's character ; An impartial Imtnriati, will adttiit »n assertion )<<.,• ' . unsup-

•ortMl ky testimony, and ceutrary te probability.
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might offer in exchange for it some other valuable posses

sion ; and under these ideas, an expedition was ordered.

The land forces were commanded by general Hodgson,

and the fleet by commodore Keppel, brother to the earl of

Albemarle. On the 29th of March they sailed from Spit-

head, and on the 7th of April arrived off Belleisle. On

the 8th, they attempted a landing where its beach was most

accessible ; but, after several brave and repeated efforts,

were obliged to desist, with the loss of near five hundred

men. Not dispirited, however, by this repulse, they

determined to make another trial, as soon as less boister

ous weather should permit ; but this was not the case till

the 25th of April. On that day they made a second

attempt, and not where the coast was weakest, but strong

est; they proceeded on the same principle, the application

of which had carried the heights of Abraham, and they

placed their chief hopes in the difficulty of the precipices;

and concluded that the enemy, trusting to that circum

stance, would be off their guard. To conceal their main

attempt, they amused the enemy by two feigned attacks in

different quarters. By these means, brigadier Lambert

effected a landing, and gained- possession of a hill over

hanging the sea ; formed his men, and repulsed a body of

French, which had been sent to dislodge him from his

post. Having now the command of this part of the shore,

the British troops in a short time made good their land

ing, and immediately commenced the siege with great vig

our : while the fortress, on the other hand, was very

gallantly defended, and several bloody contests took place.

At last the chevalier St. Croix, debarred by the British

fleet from any communication with the continent, and

pressed on all sides, surrendered, by an honourable capit

ulation, on the Tth of June, two months after the arrival

of the British armament. Although in England all meu

did not equally estimate the value of the conquest, yet

they agreed in praising the military and naval exertions by

which ii had been obtained.

IN America so much had been already done, that little

remained now to be accomplished by war. The Cherokee

Indians had been troublesome and incursive on our western

frontiers, but were entirely defeated by colonel Grant, and
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compelled to make peace on our own terms. In the West

Indies, a small armament, under lord Rollo and sir James

Douglas, sailed against Dominica, one of the neutral islands,

but occupied by the French, and reduced it under the domin

ion of Great Britain.

IN the East Indies, as we have seen, Pondiclu-rry only Operations

remained in possession of the French. Against this beau- lnlmlia-

tiful town and important fortress, in the progress of suc

cess, the British troops proceeded. Colonel Coote inves- The Bri-

ted it by land, and admiral Stevens by sea. In November pJn^.slc-Be

1760, the batteries and works raised by the besiegers cherry,

suffered great damage from a violent storm, but were

quickly repaired, and the operations were carried on with

vigour and perseverance. The besieged made a resolute Gallant de-

and gallant defence, expecting the arrival of a powerful fcacc'

fleet to their relief ; but at length being attacked by famine,

they were reduced to extreme distress, and obliged to sub

sist on the flesh of camels, of elephants, and even of dogs.

On the 1st of January 1761, a violent storm dispersed the

British fleet, and gave the besieged sanguine hopes of pro

vision and succour. The British admiral, however, exert

ed such diligence and celerity, that in four days after the

storm, he again appeared before the place, with ekven ships

of the line and one frigate, two of the line having been

wrecked. Being disappointed, after such flattering hopes of

assistance, the besieged became desperate ; but neither they

nor their general made any offer to surrender. At length a

breach being effected, and only one day's provision ot any

kind remaining, a signal from the town was made for a

suspension of arms. A jesuit and two civilians offered

to capitulate ; but the governor would propose no terms,

and sent out a paper full of inv«ctives against the English,

as breakers of the treaties relative to India. As the gov

ernor would not capitulate, and the offer of the inhabitants

without his concurrence could not be regarded, the city Taken by

was taken by storm, and abandoned to the plunder of the storm-

victors. Colonel Coote and his coadjutor, by their courage,

conduct, unanimity, and perseverance, effected this con

quest on the 15th of January 1761, and thus gave a final

blow to the French power in the Carnatic.
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CHAP. IN Bengal, an attempt was made to revive the power of

L^V^. France. On the taking of Chandernagore in 1.57, Mr.

176l Law," a subject of France, had, with a party of French

\ffairsia fugitives, retired into the north western regions of India,

and his European followers soon amounted to about two

hundred men. The great mogul had a short time before

been deposed by an irruption of Mahrattas, and soon after

dying, one of his sons, Shah Taddah, assumed the title of

his father, supporu-d by some of his provinces, and opposed

Projeets of by others. Lav offered this young prince his service with

' his two hundred Europeans, which was accepted with

great joy ; and, though the prince's opponents were

extremely numerous, yet, by the superiority of European

genius, enterprise, and military skill, l0 those of the feeble

Asiatics, he easily turned the scale in his favour, and

reduced several considerable districts to obedience. Law,

elated with this success, in an evil hour persuaded him to

turn his arms against Bengal ; and he accordingly entered

that kingdom with eighty thousand men of his own, and

upwards of two hundred French. The Subah of Bengal

marched to oppose him with twenty thousand natives, but

a much more formidable force in five hundred English.

discomfit- The British and their allies gained a complete victory

over the French and their auxiliaries : Mr. Law was taken

prisoner, and his fellow adventurers killed, taken, or dis

persed ; the great mogul being among the native prisoners.

This victory happened on the same day on which Pondi-

cherry was taken, and thus by both was a final blow given

to the power of France in India.

WE left the French in possession of the whole terri-inGer- *ory of Hesse, and a considerable part of Westphalia.

*l«ny. Their force in Germany greatly surpassed that of prince

Ferdinand, and rendered it necessary for him to act with

cautious circumspection. The general object of the allies

was the same in this as in the preceding campaigns ;

namely, to drive the French out of Germany : but the

scene of their efforts was different. The French army

was powerful, and well supplied with provisions. Prince

Ferdinand, in forming his plan of operations, considered

n Nephew to Law, so noted about 1720, for his Mississippi scheme.
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the different characters of (he contending troops. Tlie CHAP.

French, though equally brave, he knew, were not equally .^~^~.

hardy with his own soldiers ; he therefore projected a 176,

winter campaign, in which the hardiness of his own troops, objects

inured to the country and climate, would somewhat com- prince

pensate for the superior force of the enemy. Accordingly, *"erdioan<.

on the ninth of February, he prepared to attack the enemy

on every side, while they were totally off their guard ; and

on February the lOth, began his march. The centre, led

by his serene highness in person, penetrated directly into

Hesse, and made its way towards Cassel : the right and

left of the army were each at a very considerable distance

from this body ; but so disposed as fully to cooperate in

the general plan, which was very extensive. The hered

itary prince, who commanded on the right, marched by

Stadbergen and Mengeringhausen ; and leaving the country

of Hesse to the eastward, as the alarm was to be as sud

den and as widely diffused as possible, he pushed forward

with the utmost expedition into the heart of the French

quarters. General Sporken commanded a corps of troops

to the left, and penetrated into Thuringia. These move

ments cut off the French from communication with a

strong garrison which they had placed at Gottingen, and

with the army of the empire in Lower Saxony ; and at

the same time opened a communication between the army

of the allies and of Prussia. On the approach of the

allies, the French, notwithstanding their numbers, fled in

great consternation ; and had not the country, by its

denies and difficulties, favoured their retreat, they" might

have been entirely destroyed. Prince Ferdinand attacked

Fruster, a well-fortified town on the river Eder, one of

the streams which Tall into the Weser." He found the

place well prepared ; but, though at first repulsed, he in

a few days compelled it to surrender, and there got pos- Heredu-

session of a large magazine. That gallant and enter- t^r.

prising officer the marquis of Granby,pwho had succeeded

lord George Sackville in the command of the English,

attacked and stormed several /strong forts and castles in U

n Not directly, but after its confluence with ihc Fuldo,

p (inndfAthcr of tin; prrirnt duke ofKutland.

VOL. I. D d
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the neighbourhood, and the chief magazines of the enemy

( were either taken or destroyed. Marpurg, upon the river

Laun which falls into Rhine, and Leighayn, were

blockaded. But the chief object of the prince was the

siege of Cassel, on which the fortune of the campaign

must evidently turn ; since, if the strongly fortified capital

of Hesse were taken, the inferior places would certainly

fall. Meanwhile marshal Broglio, the French commander,

collected his dispersed troops, and, being reinforced from

France, returned to meet the victorious enemy. The

allied army had been divided, in carrying on the different

operations ; and the hereditary prince having advanced a

considerable way before his uncle, was attacked by Brog

lio, and defeated. Prince Ferdinand, finding it necessary

to raise the siege and evacuate Hesse, made a very able

retreat towards Hanover; and though disappointed in the

hopes that he entertained from his winter campaign, yet

his expedition was far from being without effect; for, by

seizing and destroying the magazines of the enemy, he

prevented them from availing themselves of their suc

cesses. Both armies returned to winter quarters, and it

was the end of June before they again took the field.

• Marshal Broglio, being strongly reinforced, marched from

Cassel, and moved towards the Dirnet,'1 to join a body of

troops in Westphalia under the prince de Soubise. Gen

eral Sporken, who occupied a strong position on the banks

of the same river, on the approach of the grand army of

the enemy, attempted a retreat, but did not effect his pur

pose without his rear being attacked, and suffering con

siderable loss. Marshal Broglio having joined Soubise,

Jnarched forward against the allied army, which -prince

Ferdinand had posted on the Lippe, on the eastern fron

tiers of Westphalia and the confines of Lower Saxony.

Discovering that the design of the enemy was to attack

him, the prince took a very strong position, and also em

ployed effectual measures for securing a retreat, should it

be necessary. Broglio, on the 15th of July, made a furi

ous attack upon the marquis of Granby's posts, and after

CHAP
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a violent conflict was repulsed; but the next day the CHAP.

French made a general attack. Prince Ferdinand, though ^^-v^^,

with very inferior numbers, by his skilful disposition, and 17g1.

his readiness in seizing advantages which were afforded

him on one side by the tardiness of the French, was vic

torious; but the victory was not decisive. Broglio

thought it expedient to separate the troops, and sent Sou-

bise westward to besiege Munster, while he himself pro

ceeded towards Hanover and Brunswick ; and so secured

his communication, that he could Easily retreat into Hesse,

should that be expedient. Prince Ferdinand, moving

eastward to watch the motions of Broglio, sent the hered

itary prince to protect Munster; which purpose he effect

ed so completely, as to prevent Soubise from besieging

that city, and compel him to retire. Meanwhile Broglio

was making rapid advances in Lower Saxony : on the 5th Various

of October he attacked the city of Wolfenbuttle, which

after a siege of five days he took, and proceeded to Bruns

wick. The hereditary prince, however, being sent by his

uncle to the relief of his father's capital, by the skill and

activity of his movements compelled the enemy to raise

the siege, and also to evacuate Wolfenbuttle : soon after,

both armies retired into winter quarters. After all the Results of

variety of operations and vicissitudes of fortune, both the

French and the allies were nearly in the same situation as

at the commencement of the campaign.

i.- THE king of Prussia in this campaign, contrary to the

plan which he had adopted in the former years of the war,

and notwithstanding the glorious actions and important

achievements of the preceding season, resolved to act

upon the defensive. Aware, however, that this resolution Tn the east

would encourage his enemies, he skilfully concealed it, by

threatening operations which he did not mean to carry into

execution. The plan of his enemies was, that Loudohn,

assisted by the Russians, should undertake a war of sieges

in Silesia ; that Romanzow should carry on the war on the

side of Prussia and Pomerania, and, assisted by the Rus

sian and Swedish fleets, besiege Kolberg; while marshal

Daun commanded an army in Saxony, which was to -serve

as a magazine for reinforcing the other armies, and coope

rating either with Loudohn or Broglio, or causing a diver- w
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7 inns for• peace. sion in favour of Romanzdw. After a long siege, the

Russians and Swedes captured Kolhcrg. The king him

self undertook the defence of Silesia against the Russians

and Austrians ; and the chief display of his military skill

was in the encampment that he formed, which defied the

attack and prevented the progress of the enemy during the

greater part of the campaign/ In September he destroyed

the Russian magazines ; and, had not his own provisions

failed, would have prevented any important blow from

being struck in Silesia; but on the 29th of September,

being obliged to leave his strong post, general Loudohn

attacked and surprised Schweidnitz, which *closed the

campaign in Silesia. By this loss, added to the capture

of Kolberg, the campaign of 1761 was on the whole disas

trous to Prussia.

THE British minister was now engaged in a business

which in its consequence gave occasion to very great

changes in the state : this was a negotiation for peace. In

winter 1760, France began to see that her hopes from suc

cesses in Germany were by no means likely to be realized;

that Britain, invigorated by Pitt, continued with unn-laxed

efforts to support her allies on the continent ; and that

Frederick still bailled, and was likely to baffle, all the

force of his enemies. Her revenue, which had principally

supported the txpense of the war, was exhausted by enor

mous expenses, and her ambition was humbled by discom

fiture and disaster which had made the war so general.

Expressing her wishes for peace, therefore, she now

seemed to be in earnest. Her allies were aware, that if

she withdrew from the confederacy, it would be unsafe for

them to continue hostilities. Sweden, the subsidiary of

France, was informed by the court of Versailles, that the

state of the French finances did not permit the longer con

tinuance of the subsidy ; and the courts of Petersburg,

Vienna, Sweden, and Poland, concurred in overtures for a

negotiation. On the 25th of March 17(31, declarations to

that effect were signed by the ministers of the five pow

ers at Paris, and on the 31st of the same month delivered

at London. A declaration of the same import, by the

r Sec Gillies's Freflerie, p. 333.
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kings of Britain and Prussia, was dated on the 3d of CHAP.

April; and Augsburg was by both parties fixed on as the "

most commodious situation for a congress. As the num- 176,

her of the parties concerned, and the variety and complica

tion of their interests, must render the negotiauon intri

cate, it was unananimously agreed by the parties, that

neutral powers should be admitted to the convention. To views ar,d

simplify as much as possible the views and objects of the l"terest.of
,.„ ' ' , . .. J thepartie*.

different parties, it was lound most expedient to recur tothe origin of the war, in which their respective purposes

had been first manifested, and by the events of which they

had since been jointly or severally affected. Many as

were the relations and consequences which the war in its

progress involved, yet, on tracing them to their sources,

they were found to originate in two objects totally uncon

nected ; namely, the limits of the French and English ter

ritories in North America, and of the dominions of the

king of Prussia in Germany and Poland. It was agreed,

that the adjustment of German differences should be the

business of the general congress at Augsburg; and that a

separate negotiation should be opened at London and

Paris, for the arrangement of ?uch concerns as belonged

exclusively to Great Britain and France.

To this negotiation, as pertaining more immediately Overtures

and directly to our subject, we shall pay the first and prin- p^^°n(,

cipal attention. Ministers were reciprocally sent ; Mr. France.

Stanley to Paris OB the part of England, M. Bussy to Lon

don on the part of France ; and the negotiation now ap

peared to be in the fairest train. France, which had pro

posed the separate treaty with England, thereby offered a

dereliction of any hopes that she might have derived from

the state of affairs in Germany. It was now obvious, that,

in order to obtain peace, she must make very humiliating

concessions. Her proper quarrel was, by this arrange

ment, separated from the general cause ; and she must

expect very disadvantageous conditions, as in her proper

quarrel she had suffered grievous disasters. When in

such a situation she desired a separate peace, it might have

been very naturally imagined that she was sincere ; and

not only by superficial politicians, but by men of informa-

tion and experience, she was really conceived to be in
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earnest. France was, however, playing a game artful

hi its design, hut shallow in its policy. The court of

Spain, she hoped, would not look with indifference on the

humiliation of the principal branch of the house of Bour

bon. Charles, she well kn'.'w, was originally far from

being so favourably disposed to England, as his predeces

sor had been. The great successes of the English, on an

element and in quarters in which they might be eventually

dangerous to Spain, had added jealousy to original displea

sure. The more advantageous and imperious the terms

demanded by Britain should be, the more would the resent

ment and jealousy of Spain be inflamed, and the more

easily would that power be induced to take a part in the

war. On the side of England there was sincerity in the

negotiation, but there were circumstances whieh obstructed

a peace. France was a country whose ambition had

always displayed itself toward her neighbours, and more

especially towards Britain, whenever she had power to give

it effect: in the present contest, she had been evidently

the aggressor. Our ambitious rival having commenced

an unjust war, and being totally vanquished, and almost

prostrate at our feet ; this was conceived to be the time

for reducing her to a state which would long disable her

for future aggression. Such was the general opinion of

the people, and such also was the opinion of the principal

minister.

THE negotiation however opened, on the ground of

uti pousidctts ; that is, that the two parties should remain

in possession of reciprocal conquest, and that whatever

cessions were made, should be granted for an equivalent.

As no cessation of arms had hitherto taken place, and as

the war might make a daily alteration in the fortune of

the contracting powers, it was necessary to fix upon some

epoch to which this possessory article should refer. The

French proposed, that the situation in which they should

stand on the first of May 1761 in Europe, on the first of

July in the West Indies and Africa, and on the first of

September in the East Indies, should be the basis of the

treaty proposed to be negotiated between the two powers ;

but they declared their willingness to fix upon other

epochs, if these proved not to be agreeable. The British
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minister, at first, refused to admit any epochs, but those CHAP.

that referred .to the day of signing the treaty of peace. To

this the French replied, that unless a certain period of jj-6|

the war was fixed, it would be impossible to ascertain the

nature and value of the possessions which might be relin

quished ; and they declared that, unless specified epochs

were fixed, the negotiations must be at an end. The

English minister at length saw the propriety of the mea

sure, but before he would treat definitively on that point,

he proposed two preliminary conditions : first, that every

thing adjusted between the two crowns concerning their

particular war, should be made final and conclusive, inde

pendent of the fate of the negotiation at Augsburg :

secondly, that the definitive treaty of peace between Britain

and France, or preliminary articles to that effect, should

be signed and ratified between ihe date of that memorial

and the first of the following August. If these conditions

were accepted, Britain agreed to name as determined

epochs, the first of July for Europe, the first of September

for Africa and America, and the first of November for

the East Indies. France, having consulted with her prin

cipal ally, consented to the independence of the treaty on

the negotiation at Augsburg, provided nothing should be

stipulated to the prejudice of the house of Austria. To

the second article, and to- the proposed epochs, she also

agreed. The general principle, and the terms of its appli

cation, being ascertained, they came next to particular

stipulations. The great objects in the negotiation were

six: 1st, the limits of the two crowns in North America :

2d, the conquests of Great Britain in the West Indies,

together with the neutral islands there : 3d, our conquests

in Africa and India : 4th, the adjustment of the particular

affairs between the English and French in Germany : 5th,

the conduct which the two crowns were to adopt, with

regard to their respective allies in Germany : 6th, the

restitution of the captures made by England previous to

the declaration of war. France proposed to cede Canada ; Proposi-

stipulating, that whatever French colonists should so "'" '

choose, might remove with their effects, and that those

who remained should be allowed the free and public

nce.
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CHAP. exercise of the catholic religion." She required the re*ti-

"• tution of cape Breton, and a confirmation of the privilege

l76| of fishing on the coast of Newfoundland. In the West

Indies—of the neutral islands, she proposed to relinquish

Tobago to England, but that Dominico, St. Lucia, and

St. Vincent. should return to her protection as before ;

and to repurchase Guadaloupe and Marigalante, she

offered Minorca. In Africa, she required the restoration

of either Senegal or Goree ; and in Europe, of Belleisle:

as a compensation for which, she offered to evacuate Ger

many eastward of the Maine. In the East Indies, being

stripped of all her possessions, she had nothing to offer.

She endeavoured to prove, that the territorial acquisitions

of England would hurt the commercial interests of the

English as well as the French East India company ; and

proposed, that the peace in India should be on the same

footing as' the convention concluded some years before

between M. Godeheau and admiral Saunders, in totally

different circumstances ; and that the cession of her con

quests in Germany, should be a compensation for those in

Africa and India. The chief difficulty was in the fifth

object; for England declared that she would inviolably

preserve her faith to the king of Prussia; and France had

recently stipulated at the court of Vienna, that she would

admit nothing in the treaty with England to the disad

vantage of Austria. To solve this difficulty, France

proposed, that the French and British armies in Germany

should observe a strict neutrality; that when his Britannic

majesty should recal his forces, the christian king would

recal double the number; and that no French troops

should remain in Germany, but in proportion to those who

continued there in British pay. The French also de

manded the restitution of the captures made before the

declaration of war. These proposals were, in July 1761,

Ueiiiy or sent in a memorial to London. Mr. Pitt's answer, dated

July 29th, agreed to receive Canada, but without any

limitation; and, in addition to the French offer of all

Canada, demanded its appurtenances. It rejected the

requisition of cape Breton, or any other UI.uiJ in the guti

« Ainuinl llcgialer foi' 1701. p. 3S ; and Magazines f'-" i
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of St. Laurence : it allowed the privilege of fishing, if the CHAP.

French would demolish' Dunkirk : it acceded to the propo

sitions respecting the West Indies, and to restore Belkisle 1761

on the compensations offered : it refused the neutrality

proposed in Germany ; and insisted, in addition to the

evacuation of Hesse, that France should evacuate all

Germany : it refused the restitution of either Senegal or

Goree : it rejected the treaty of admiral Saunders as the

basis of peace in India, but proposed that the East India

companies of the two nations should negotiate on this

subject ; and lastly, it refused the restoration of the cap

tured ships.

WHILE these matters were depending, M. Bussy, the Proposed

French agent, delivered a private memorial from France, '"^ If'

proposing, with the consent and communication of the si)aiu in .

king of Spain, that his catholic majesty should be invited atioo,

to accede to the treaty, to prevent any disputes between

the crowns of Great Britain and Spain from producing a

new war : specifying the points required by Spain to be,

first, the restitution of some captures made upon the Span

ish flag; secondly, the privilege of the Spanish nation to

tish on the banks of Newfoundland ; and, thirdly, the

demolition of the English settlements made on the Span

ish territories in the bay of Honduras. The sagacity of

Pitt immediately penetrated the object of the proposed

interference, and readily comprehended, not only the insin

cerity of the French in the proffered negotiation, but also

the motives of their duplicity. He expressed himself

rather, as might be expected, from conscious wisdom dis

covering an attempt to impose on it by trick and artificex

than in the complaisant style of court and diplomatic

etiquette. He rejected with the strongest and most un- rejeeted by

qualified expressions of contempt, the proposals of an 1

enemy, humbled at our feet, to interfere in disputes with

a nation with which we were in friendship ; and called on

the Spanish minister, to disavow a memorial asserted to

have been drawn Op by the consent of his. court. That Discussion

ambassador returned at first a verbal message, and soon Brltalusmd

after was authorized by his court to deliver a written si'ain-

answer, in which he openly avowed and justified the step

taken by the French agvnt, as entirely agreeable to the

VOL. I. £ e
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CHAP. sentiments of his master. He declared, that the kings of

France and Spain were united, not only by the ties of

,761 blood, but by mutual interest. He applauded the human

ity and greatness of mind, which his most christian majesty

had shown in the proposition complained of by Pitt; insist

ed much on the sincere desire of peace, as the only motive

which influenced the conduct of the two monarchs ; and

added haughtily, that if his master had been governed by

any other principles, " his catholic majesty, giving full

" scope to his greatness, would have spoken from himself,

" and as became his dignity.'"

THE whole of this paper not only indicated, but avow

ed, an union of interests and views between the courts of

France and Spain, which, if the negotiation should be

broken off, as it was likely to be on the rejection of the

proposed interference, must produce hostilities. In the

negotiation between France and England, .there were two

great points on which the parties could not agree. France

continued to insist upon the neutrality of Germany, which

was refused by England, and also on the restitution of the

captures previous to the declaration of war. The faith of

the country being pledged to the king of Prussia, the Eng

lish administration considered the repeated proposals for

neutrality, as attacks upon national integrity. Mr. Stan

ley was ordered to deliver the ultimatum of the court of

London, requiring the cession of Canada and its depen

dencies, cape Breton, and other islands in the gulf of St.

Lawrence, as demanded in Mr. Pitt's memorial of the

29th of July ; agreeing to the territorial restitution in

Europe and tHe West Indies, on the conditions proposed ;

requiring the Ifessions in Africa therein mentioned, and

also the evacuation of Ostend and Nieuport, and the res

titution of Cleves, Wesel, Gueldres, and all the territories

belonging to the king of Prussia and other allies of Britain.

England insisted, that she should be left at full liberty to

support the cause of the king of Prussia, according to the

terms of existing treaties : she proposed to admit France

to a share of the Newfoundland fishery, and to give her

the small island of St. Pierre ; but she continued deter

mined to refuse the restitution of the ships captured before

t Stale papers relative to a rupture with Spain, 1761.
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the war. Britain would neither agree to the proposed CHAP.

neutrality in Germany, nor to the restitution of prizes ; .^^^.

France insisted on these two points,, and thus the negoti- ,r6l

ation was set aside, and Messrs. Bussv and Stanley were Negotia.

. . " tion break*

ordered to return to their respective countries. off.

OUR ambassador at the court of Madrid was instruct- Mr. Pitt

cd to require a categorical and satisfactory declaration con-

cerning her final intentions. If he perceived on the side tile,

of Spain any intention of disavowing, or even of explain

ing away, the offensive transaction, he was ordered to

accept it, and to afford to her an opportunity of plausible

denial. He accordingly made the desired representation

to general Wall, the Spanish minister, and received many

professions of the friendship entertained by Spain for the

English king and nation, but a very evasive account of the

purport of the proposed interference ; the minister merely

saying, that nothing was intended by it that could be incon

sistent with the dignity of his Britannic majesty. He

magnified the matters in dispute between Spain and Bri

tain, and added either trivial or. groundless subjects of

complaint. Subsequent conferences were evasive and

unsatisfactory, and consequently by no means answered

the requisitions made by the British minister. The

French interest was evidently gaining ground in the

Spanish court. France strongly pressed upon Spain the

dangerous greatness of England, which would render her

now so formidable a neighbour to Spanish America, and

enable her, if not checked, to engross so much commerce.

The christian king earnestly solicited his catholic majesty

to form a family compact, which should include an offen

sive and defensive alliance, a reciprocation of benefits, and

a mutual guarantee from dangers and attacks. Charles

agreed to the propositions of Lewis ; a convention was

formed for these purposes, and signed August 15th, to

which the other branches of the house of Bourbon were

invited to accede. The conclusion of this treaty, after

wards so famous under the title of the family compact,

was speedily discovered0 by Mr. Pitt, and confirmed his

n The informant of the British minister is generally understood to have beea

theewl mnreschal of Scotland ; who having been attainted, had long resided in

Spain, but was now reconciled to the British government.
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HISTORY OF THEopinion of the hostile intentions of Spain. Considering

war with that kingdom to be on these grounds inevitable,

Mr. Pitt proposed in council, that we should strike the

first blow, attack Spain before she was fully prepared, and

thereby give her a lesson how she should presume, unask

ed, to interfere in our affairs, with a mediation at once

dictatorial, insolent, and menacing. He proposed, that

we should consider the answer of Spain, as a refusal of

satisfaction ; and that refusal, as a declaration of war.

Conceiving that hostilities were unavoidable, he proposed

that we should carry them on with the utmost speed and

vigour. We were paramount at seaj let us send a fleet

immediately to intercept their galleons, and thus at once

strike a blow that should weaken them' for the remainder

of the contest. In the projects of united genius and mag

nanimity, there is often a grandeur, which transcends the

comprehension of ordinary minds, and appals rather than

inspirits the requisite efforts. Bold in conception, prompt

in plan, decisive and rapid in execution, Mr. Secretary

Pitt snid, Spain has hostile intentions, let us anticipate

her efforts, let us disable her power ; so shall we speedily

compel her to sue for peace and prevent ourselves from

being disturbed by her unjust partiality. It is evident,

that we must have war; the sooner we begin, the better

for us, as we are prepared, and she is not : her chief

resources are on the element which we command, we may

therefore arrest their progress to her ports. His col

leagues, though men of sense and information, were not

endowed with those powers which at one glance can view

a great and complicated subject in all its parts, diversities,

and connexions. They considered Mr. Pitt's proposal as

tending to precipitate us into a war which might be avoided,

and argued on the impolicy of a rupture with Spain. That

nation, they admitted, had taken a very extraordinary and

unjustifiably step ; but his catholic majesty had probably

been seduced by the artifices of France, and a temperate

but spirited remonstrances from the British court might

rtcal him to a true sense of his interests. The addition

of another war would diminsh our national strength ; and

the proposed seizure of the flota would alarm all neutrnl

nations. This vv;is the opinion of all the members of the
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council, except lord Temple ; but as it did not overturn CHAP.

Mr. Pitt's reasonings, his opinion remained Unaltered.

The amount was, war is an evil ; war with Spain is con- )761

trary to the interests of England ; and negotiation is a

more desirable mode of settling disputes, than hostilities.

These general propositions Mr. Pitt neither did nor could

deny ; negotiation, he admitted, was preferable to war, if

it could be employed, but it had been tried without effect.

Spain was resolved to violate the peace ; it was therefore

just in England to prevent her attempts, and her interest

to strike the first blow. As that branch of Bourbon' showed

a disposition to join in the enmity of the other, now was

the time for humbling the whole house ; and if the oppor

tunity were suffered to escape, it might never be recovered.x

We are now taught by the event, that this illustrious states

man explored the views of both actual and intentional

enemies ; for Spain proved hostile, as he predicted. It is

also evident, that in such circumstances the plan which lie

proposed, was as wise as it was vigorous. If immediately

executed, it would have disabled the enemy, and prevent

ed the necessity and expence of our subsequent efforts.

The succeeding part of his conduct is more liable to excep

tion. He said, that if he could not prevail in this propo

sition, he was resolved to sit no longer in that council.

He thanked the ministers of the late king* for their support.

He jras. himself called to the ministry by the voice of the

people ; to them he considered himself as accountable for his

conduct, and he would not remain in a situation that made

him responsible for measures which he was no longer

allowed to guide.1 It was very obvious, that in ability

Mr. Pitt far surpassed any of his colleagues ; and if it be

expedient for the nation that in council superior wisdom

should guide inferior, it was certainly expedient that such

men as the duke of Newcastle and the earl of Bute should

be governed by Mr. Pitt. Perhaps however, wisdom can

best exercise guidance, where she does not assert a claim

that implies conscious superiority.3

X Annual Register, 1761, p. 43. y The earl of Bute was said loliave

frequently thwarted Mr. Pitt in the cabinet, fiut li:ul been hitherto overborne by

his wperior abilities, z Ainmal Rcgister 17fil, p. 4.'i.

a Since writing the above, I observed, that Inrd Orford, in a letter to general

C'w*ay, expressed the Paine opinion : " He (.Mr. Pilt) and Inrd Temple have do-
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CHAP. HAD this extraordinary statesman condescended to

,^-^L, employ a softer and more conciliating mode of conduct,

1761. he perhaps might have won over a majority of his col

leagues to his opinion; but the experiment was not tried.

He resigns. Being outvoted in the council, he resigned his employment

The king into the hands of his sovereign. His majesty declared hit

t : concern for the loss of so very able a servant, but without

requesting him to resume his office. He offered him any

reward in the power of the crown to bestow ; at the same

time he expressed himself satisfied with the opinion of the

majority of his council ; and even declared, that, had the

council concurred with Mr. Pitt, he should have found it

difficult how to have acted, in the light in which he had

viewed the subject. The king did not conceive Spain to

have exhibited any clear proofs of hostile intentions; and,

entertaining such a view, he could neither think it just nor

prudent to commence a war.b Having therefore with the

greatest condescension explained his sentiments (senti

ments that, in the light in which he regarded the matters

in question, do him the greatest honour), Mr. Pitt was

extremely affected by the united dignity and goodness of

bestowson his sovereign. The following day, a pension of three

rion.allen thousand pounds a year was settled on Mr. Pitt for three

lives, and at the same time a title was conferred upon his

lady and her issue. This pension subjected the acceptor

to much frivolous and contemptible obloquy. Mr. Pitt's

original fortune was small ; the situation into which he had

been advanced by his abilities, required great expenditure ;

his powerful mind engaging him in momentous politics,

and grasping the interests of his country and other nations,

he had bestowed too little attention on his own pecuniary

affairs, so that he was very far from being in affluent cir

cumstances : he had, during a most arduous conjuncture,

served his country in the highest station that he could

clared a~a!nst the w hole cabinet council. Why, that they hare done before now,

HIul yet have acted with them again : it is very true ; bat a little word has escaped

Mr. Pitt, which never entered into bis foyner declaration; nay, nor into Cromwell's

nor II ugh (Japet's, nor Julius Cirsar's, nor any reformers of modern or ancient

times. He has happened to say, he will guide. Now, though Ihc cabinet council

are mighty willing to be guided when they cannot help it, yet they wish to have

«|ipearnnces saved : they cannot be fond of being lold that they are to be guided ;

still less, tint other people should he told so." Loixl Orford's letters.

bAnuual Hrgister 1701, p. 44.
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occupy ; and having found her in a state of unexampled CHAP.

humiliation, he left her in a state of unexampled exalta- "

tion. Such a man deserved reward. ,A11 the ribaldrous 17gl

invective poured out against his acceptance of this annuity,

may be answered in a few words; AS A SUPPLY, IT WAS

WANTED ; AS A RECOMPENSE, IT WAS FAIRLY EARNED.

Ma. PITT'S resignation of an employment in which

his continuance would have promoted the most momentous

interests of his country, cannot easily be justified. From

his wisdom, his country might have expected that he

would have overlooked an opposition of opinion in a case

which very fairly admitted of two constructions, though

he was eventually proved to be right ; that his patriotism

would have induced him to have employed his talents,

even though every particular measure adopted might not

be agreeable to his views ; and that his magnanimity

would overlook what he might suppose personal compe

titions. But, whatever sentiments were entertained res- Character

pecting Mr. Pitt's going out of office, every impartial man piu's ad-

agreed, that a greater minister had never acted under a

sovereign of England. Lofty in genius, profound in wis

dom, and expansive in views; inventive in counsel, bold

in resolution, and decisive in conduct ; he long overbore

party by unequalled ability. Sagacious in the discovery

of general and official character, he discerned the fittest

instruments for the execution of his plans ; and employing

none in offices of high political, naval, or military trust,

but those whom he knew to be thoroughly qualified for

effecting the purpose, he laid a sure foundation for success,

The enterprises under his administration were brilliant.

and the result was at once advantageous and glorious.

A mind of such force of intellectual and moral qualities,

energy of operation, and perseverance of exertion, which

had in its powers and endowments no motives for artifice

or disguise, perhaps bestowed too little care to conceal

from others that superiority which it so transcendently

possessed. A little more indulgence for common under

standings, and somewhat less of austerity of temper and

of inflexibility of disposition, might have preserved this

illustrious man ta the councils of his country.
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CHAP. 'I'nis summer a very pleasing and important event

took place, in the marriage of the king. The nation, from

,7f)1 the accession of his majesty, was very desirous, both on

Marriage public and private considerations, to see him united to a

toihci)rin- consort capable of rendering him happy. Various con-

i'otu-<oi'ar" jcctures were formed, who the lady should betnat was to

Mreklen- become the queen of Great Britain. Different princesses

ii"zK IV were mentioned ; and an English woman was by many

supposed liktly to attain that high rank. Pamphlets were

written for and against the king of Great Britain allying

himself with a subject; but, on the 8th of July, a gazette

extraordinary put an end to all conjectures. This paper

announced that his majesty had declared his resolution of

demanding in marriage the princess Charlotte, sister to

the reigning duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz ; a princess

distinguished for talents and amiable qualifications. It

was directed by his majesty, that lord Harcourt should

repair to the court of Sirelitv,, to demand her serene high

ness ; that the duchesses of Ancaster and Hamilton should

be sent to accompany her, and lord Anson, with a fleet, to

receive her in the Elbe, and conduct her to England. On

the 14th of August, the noble embassy arrived at Strelitz ;

and the next day, lord Harcourt asked the princess for his

sovereign. The proposal being accepted, a contract was

signed. On the 17th, her highness set out; and on the

2vid, she reached Cuxhaven, where the English squadron

lay, and was received with every demonstration of joy by

the fleet. After encountering very tempestuous weather,

and being driven a considerable way to the northward, on

the 6th oi September, the squadron arrived safe at Harwich

late in the evening, and the next day the princess landed

on British ground. Returning with the most distinguished

affability the attentions that were paid to her at Harwich

and the intermediate places, she captivated the affections ot"

all the spectators. That night she slept at William, the seat

of lord Abercorn ; and on the 8th of September, proceeded

towards London, when she was met at Kumiord by the

king's coach and servants. On their approach to the

metropolis, to avoid the streets they turned aside toward

the Islington road, from thence drove to Paddington, passed

through Hyde Park, and coining down Constitution hilk
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itopped at the garden gate of St. James's palace, where CHAP.

she was received by all the royal family. The duke of "

York handed her from the coach. In the garden she was ir6l

met by his majesty, who saluted her with the greatest

affection, and led her to the palace, where she dined with

the king, the princess dowager and the rest of the family.

At eight in the evening the marriage ceremony was per

formed by Dr. Seeker, archbishop of Canterbury. The

duke of Cumberland gave the princess away; the princess

became queen Charlotte, and London and Westminster

were the scenes of festivity and joy.

ABOUT a fortnight after, the coronation of the king Corona-

and queen was solemnized with a magnificence and gran- Uon'

deur befitting those illustrious personages, and the country

over which they reigned. The deportment of the young

queen on these great occasions, at public places, and

wherever she appeared, charmed all spectators ; and, when

added to the accounts given by those who had an opportu

nity of knowing the understanding and heart of her

majesty, made every loyal Briton rejoice at the happy lot

of his beloved monarch.

ON the resignation of Mr. Pitt, the earl of Egremont 'Die earl of

was appointed to his department; but, as the earl of Bute

was now considered as the chief director of affairs, and

not long after, by the dismisson of the duke of Newcastle,

became first lord of the treasury, we may from this time

date the commencement of the Bute administration. John

Smart, earl of Bute, whose respectable private character

has been already mentioned, was the representative of a

noble family of considerable eminence in the southwest'of

Scotland, and connected with the first nobility in that part

of the kingdom ; especially with the house of Argyle, so

distinguished for its efforts in support of our presc-nt

establishment ; and he had uniformly taken the side of

the Hanover family.1" His lordship was a man of talents

somewhat exceeding mediocrity, with a considerable share

hi mention this circumstance, in opposition to a notion once prevalent, that

lord Mine had hceu tuintc'il with jacoliitism ; a charge totally devoid ol pn •»(,

and which really appears to have h .'i no other hinndation thHn his raine of

Smart. Indeed bis appointment by (u'orjie II. to be tutor to ,tliu heir ot the

«wrn, when whig principles were exclusively paramount, is a sufficient ansanr

to any assertion resting on such a feeble basis.

VOL. I. F f
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C1HP. of that species of literature and knowledge which is within

.^^v^^ 'he reach of moderate abilities. He was a good classical

17I)1. scholar, conversant in natural history, botany, some

branches of chemistry, and experimental philosophy ; a

liberal patron ot letters, and a magnificent promoter of

useful experiments and discoveries.0 Pious in his senti

ments and habits, he was meritorious in domestic and

social relations ; and, as a private nobleman or gentleman,

a-very valuable member of society. Such a character con

stantly contemplated by a prince so well disposed as his

royal pupil, when joined to the pains and attention be

stowed upon himself, naturally produced respect and affec

tion ; and uffection in the inexperience of youth, as naturally

exaggerated the merits of its object.

His majes. THE king -evidently meant to choose his servants,

ty'alOlijcct WITHOUT RESPECT TO THEIR PARTY CONNEXIONS, 3cCOr-

cho'cc of ding to his estimation of their fitness for the offices of

ministers. statc. jje nad good reason to entertain a favourable

opinion of lord Bute, from what he himself had seen and

known ; and it was a very natural process of reasoning,

especially when mingled with youthful affection, to sup

pose him qualified for higher departments. There cer

tainly was a man of much greater talents than lord Bute,

but he had relinquished his employment. It would, per

haps, be difficult to show that there was any other states

man at that time but Mr. Pitt (except Mr. Fox, who was

a supporter of the existing administration,) in point of

genius, much elevated above lord Bute. The earl of

Chesterfield .had retired from public affairs ; earl Gran-

ville was too much advanced in years for so active a situ

ation ; Mr. George Grenville was one of lord Bute's col

leagues ; neither Mr. Charles Townshend nor lord North

were hitherto known. The ministerial abilities of the

duke ol Newcastle had been already ascertained so com

pletely, as to afford little encouragement for again trusting

him with the chief.conduct of affairs. During the admin

istration of Mr. Pitt, he had frequently attempted to

c Various expensive works WVBe printed at his cost for the dissemination of

curious and useful knowledge.' Indeed, there nefer perhaps wui a nobleman in

greater favour with printers, its I am ussured by very respectable member* of

ihatbod}-.



REIGN OF GEOltGE III. 219

thwart that great man, in which he had been joined CHAP.

by others of the old whig confederacy ; but as often as he N^rv-s^

made the attempt, he had been overruled. After Mr. I76l

Pitt had left the council, his grace fondly hoped that he

should again recover the leading influence which he once

possessed. He did not perceive that it must be a preju

dice, which could attach the qualifications of a statesman,

to descent from several families, or connexion with a cer

tain confederacy; and that there had been circumstances

which favoured such a prejudice, whicli now no longer

existed. A power and influence founded upon accidental

circumstances not personal qualities, he expected would

remain, after those circumstances were changed. It is,

no doubt, proper, in the mixed constitution of this coun

try, that men of high rank and fortune should have a share

in the administration ; but the precise place which, con

sistent with sound policy, they are to hold, and the influ

ence which they are to possess in the executive councils of

the nation, must be supreme or subordinate, according to

their respective talents, combined with the situation of

affairs. In point of rank and property, the administra

tion of lord Bute, supported as it was by the house of Bed

ford and many other great families, was not wanting. It

did not possess the highest talents : that was a want which

the acceptance of the duke of Newcastle for its head,

would not have enabled it to supply. It must be a bigot*

ed prejudice in favour of the whig connexion, that coulr

wish to have reinstated the ministry which presided at the

beginning of the war. As a state puppet moved by the

ability of Pitt, the duke, from his numerous connexions,

was of great use : but, as himself a leader of administra

tion, he had already demonstrated his unfitness. Much

as has been said, it has never been proved, that an admin

istration, unless headed by Mr. Pitt, could have been

formed at that time composed of greater ability. The

astonishing powers, however, of the favourite statesman,

discredited with the public the administration of his suc

cessor, as it must have discredited any administration

that could have been formed. Besides this comparison,

the change of policy in the present king, which would not

employ men merely because they were whigs, and belong-



2520
HISTORY OF THE

CHAP. ed to certain great families, was misconstrued or misre

presented, as a predilection for principles contrary to those

t/si. which had supported his family. The minister was re

presented as the abettor of arbitrary power ; as holding an

office through the partiality of his master's affection, to

which he was not entitled by his abilities, nor fitted by his

principles. This idea of his arbitrary notions of govern

ment was farther increased, from the place of his origin

and his name. He was a native of Scotland, in which

there had been many jacobites, whence he was supposed

to be a jacobite himself, and, as a Stuart, attached to the

exiled family, at least to their political doctrines. In

examining real facts, the historian finds no documents or

evidence to support this charge of arbitrary principles. In

the series of his ministerial conduct, there is certainly, on

the one hand, nothing to excite very great admiration, and

to justify the fulsome panegyrics of some writers of the

time ; nor, on the other, to justify the censures, invectives,

and obloquy of a much more numerous class, which com

prehended abler individuals.

THE negotiation with France being broken off, the

court of Versailles published, what it termed an historical

memorial of the war, containing the pacific overtures, and

the causes of their inefficacy. The object of this memo

rial, as might naturally be expected, was to throw the

whole blame of the war and its continuance on Great

Britain. It included also personal invectives against the

„ t!I(, conduct of Mr. Pitt, whom the enemies of this country

•rowal of regarded with bitter resentment. The French now cir-

si"uu- culated with great industry a report, that Spain, in conse

quence of a treaty recently concluded, would immediately

declare war against Britain. The new ministry of Eng

land instructed the ambassador at the court of Spain t»

demand, in moderate but firm terms, a communication of

this treaty ; at least a disavowal that it contained any part

that would affect the interests of Britain. Before these

• orders arrived, his lordship had received authentic infor

mation of the actual conclusion of this alliance, and applied

to the Spanish ministry for satisfaction. The flota of

Spain was safe in the harbour, and in other respects that

' ountry was better prepared. Mr. Wall now throwing off
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the mask, justifyed the sagacity of Mr. Pitt. He gave CHAP.

no direct answer, but entered into a long complaint of the ^

treatment received by Spain from Britain during the ad-

ministration of Mr. Pitt, and also of the terms proposed

by the court of France. It was not proper, he said, for

his catholic majesty to suffer a relation, a friend, and an

ally, to be in danger of compulsorily yielding to any terms

which an insulting conqueror chose to prescribe ; he

added, that the conditions offered by France were rea

sonable ; that, iit not accepting such terms, Britain mani

fested an ambitious design to ruin the power of France,

which, if not opposed, must ultimately crush the power

of Spain; and that, in proposing to dispossess France of

her American possessions, the British intention must be

to proceed next to the American dominions of Spain.

The impartial reader must see, that the amount of this

declaration expressed in plain language was, if Britain will

not make peace with France on the terms which France

•ffers, she must make war with Spain. The British am

bassador replied with cool indifference to the invectives,

and with temperate firmness to the menaces ; recalled the

Spanish minister to the object for which he had desired

the conference, and repeated the question. Wall again

evaded ; but at last said, that the king of Spain had

thought proper to renew his family compacts ; and there

the conversation ended. The earl of Bristol immediately

communicated to his court this change in the Spanish

procedure.' It was not doubted, either at home or abroad,

that the knowledge of the resignation of Mr. Pitt had

contributed to the assumption of such a style. The earl

of Bute and his colleagues, apprehensive that their cau

tious measures to avoid war might be imputed to fear, in

their next step showed that, though they did not wish,

they did not dread a war with Spain. They instructed

the ambassador to renew his demand respecting the treaty

with the former union of moderation and firmness, and

to signify that a refusal to communicate the compact, or

to disavow an intention of taking part with France, would

be considered as an aggression on the part of Spain, and

c Papers rtlative to the rnjltwe vvirii Sjia'ti, 17hT,
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CHAP. an absolute declaration of war. On the 10th of Decem-

" her, the earl of Bristol made the demand, when the

17G| required satisfaction was refused ; he announced his in

structions to leave Spain, and the Spanish ambassador at

London received similar orders from his court. Before

Manifesto nl9 departure from London, the count de Fuentes, min-

•fSpain. ister of the Spanish king, delivered to the earl of Egre-

mont, secretary of state, a manifesto in the form of a note,

setting forth the haughtiness and boundless ambition of

the British nation, and of its late minister Mr. Pitt, as

experienced by Spain; and the insulting manner in which

the British minister had answered the proffered and

«ompaet. friendly interference of Spain.d Respecting the family

compact," it was the mode and not the substance of the

requisition that had prevented compliance on the part of

his catholic majesty. The king had now ordered him to

declare, that the treaty in question contained only a reci

procal guarantee of the dominions of the several branches

of the house of Bourbon ; but with this particular res

triction, that it should only extend to the dominions

remaining to France after the present war. It thence

proceeded to declare, that Spain had been entirely in the

right, and Britain in the wrong : and this manifesto was

professedly addressed, not to the king of England only,

but also to the English nation.

THE earl of Egremont's answer to this production

afforded a very favourable specimen of the official ability

of the ministry and council by which it was composed. It

stated the irregularity and indecency of appealing to the

English nation, in a discussion between the two sover

eigns. It reprobated personal invective, as inconsistent

with the dignity of the princes concerned, and. irrelevant

to the subjects at issue. It confined itself to facts, and

recited those with an accurate reference to their respec

tive dates and documents, specifying exactly the instances

of hostile conduct which Spain had exhibited ; and from

these demonstrated the progress and increase of her hos-

/l Mr. Pitt's nnsiver was. that he should not relnx from the terms that he

proposed, until the Tower of Ixmilon wns taken sWuIN! in linud.

e Sec State i'apcn IT61 ; limiilv compact.
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tile intentions, with our temperate and often repeated CHAP.

endeavours for reconciliation ; showing at last, that her v-^-YXw/

procedure amounted to an actual declaration of war. I76i.

THE Spanish ambassador having departed at the end

of December, war was declared against Spain on the 4th

ef January 1762.
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• Lord Bute unpopular.—Meeting of r.ew parliament.—De

bates on the war in Germany.—Resignation of -the duke

of Newcastle.—France and Spain declare wur against

Portugal.—Campaign.—Capture of Martinico—Expe

dition to the Havannah.—Policy of the undertaking—

Strength of the place.—Arduous siege.—Reduction.—

Manilla taken—Capture of the Hermione.—Birth of the

Prince of Wales.—Campaign in Portugal—in Germany.

—Revolution in Russia; and effects of it on the confede

racy—Proposals for peace.—Duke of Bedford sent le

France.—Peace of Pari.i.—Approved by majorities in

parliament.—Severely censured by Mr. Pitt, the minority',

and out of the houses—Impartial viezv of its merits.—

Great clamour against lord Bute.—Cider- tax.—Popular

ferment.—Inflamed by anti-ministerial writinffs.^

pected resignation of lord Bute.

CHAP. THE resignation of Mr. Pitt in circumstances

er, did not pass without censure from impar-

profound admirers of his illustrious charac-

rd Bute ter, and, when combined with his acceptance of a pension,

unpopular. . . r ' . '

was the subject or gross an-l illiberal abuse, in publications

known to or supposed to lie favoured by his successor.

If these writings were really patronized by lord Bute,

they produced an effect quite different from his intentions,

being imputed, by a great majority of the nation, to aa

invidious desire of degrading to his own level a charac

ter, whose soaring sublimity he coald little hope to reach.

Lord Bute became daily more unpopular, from his appre

hended attempts to injure the popularity of a man so much

his superior; and both himself and his supporters were

extremely disagreeable to the English nation.Meetingof THE first parliament of the present king assembled

iMribT-* on l^e 6t^ of November 1761, and sir John Cust was

mf*t. chosen speaker of the house of commons. His majesty's
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speech commenced, with noticing the happiness which CHAP.

accrued to himself, and the joy of his country, from his '

marriage wich so amiable and accomplished a princess. l7f|0

He wished that this first period of his reign had been

marked with another felicity in the return of peace ; but,

though overtures had been made both for a general pacifi

cation and a separate peace between France and England,

and a negotiation had been opened, yet it had not pro

duced the desired effect. He observed, that to him the

continuance of the war could not justly be attributed;

adverted to the principal events of the preceding cam

paign, and stated the necessity of vigorous efforts, which

would require proportionate supplies ; and added, that by

powerful exertions only they could expect a safe and hon

ourable peace. Addresses were returned, corresponding

with the tenor of the speech, and the supplies granted for

the year were, 18,299,1531. 18s. 11 l-2d. of which

12,000,000!. were raised by a loan. Seventy thousand

seamen were voted ; of land forces, either British or in

British pay, 17O,OOO: 100,OOOl. a year was settled on the

queen as a jointure, in the event of her surviving his

majesty ;f with the palaces of Richmond old park for a

country scat, and Somerset house for a town residence.

In the house of commons, the ablest champion of the Debate •a

minister was Mr. Fox; a gentleman who, with very Jlle *'"r m

, j i- • i • L i Gcrm

vigorous talents and great political experience, hadrepeatedly underrated his own abilities, when he conde

scended to act an inferior part to such men as either the

duke of Newcastle or the earl of Bute ; to both of whom

he was far superior in the qualifications of a statesman.

In the present session he had not to encounter any regu

lar opposition. Mr. Pitt poured forth his energetic elo

quence to invigorate government : but did not attack any

of their measures, or impugn any of their propositions,

unless they compelled him to vindicate his own policy.

In the course of the session, the expediency of the Gtrman

war underwent a considerable discussion. The origin of

f It has been said, either from misapprehension or wilful misrepresentation,

that the queen, ever since her marriage, lins hud an independent income of

KM.iKXil. a year. This rrpnri is totally unfounded, ns a perusal of the act of

parliament will shnv

VOL. I. G
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tfHAP. that war was strongly reprobated ; the expense in which it

" involved the country was painted in glowing colours;

,762 and its events were asserted to be not only unproductive,

but pernicious to Britain. Our principal ally (it was

asserted) was totally regardless of our interests ; he minded

nothing but his own aggrandizement : and, though pre

tending to be the supporter of the protestant religion, was,

as his writings and conversations demonstrated, altogether

indifferent about every religion, and had invaded and

laid waste Saxony, a protestant country.

ON the other side it was answered, that the war in

Germany was necessary for preserving the balance of

power ; that it exhausted the French in supporting

their allies, much more than it exhausted us in supporting

ours ; that the money expended and the force employed

by France in Germany, had weakened her efforts in other

quarters of the world, and had greatly contributed to our

extraordinary successes. That respecting our ally, what

ever might be his private sentiments concerning religion,

he had most vigorously and effectually defended the pro

testant cause in Germany; that his invasion of Saxony

was justified by the hostile designs of the Saxon prince ;

that the papers found in the palace of Dresden were authen

tic proofs of what he had himself before learned, that the

attack upon Saxony was necessary to his own preservation;

and, to sum up all, that our honour '.vas pledged to support

our allies, as well as our interest engaged to preserve the

balance of Europe.

THE former arguments were used by some strenuous

friends of the Bute administration ; the latter by Mr.

Pitt, and his supporters. For the present, however, it

was deemed necessary to persevere in the German war,

and the sum of one million was voted for that purpose.

No bill of sufficient importance to deserve particular

mention in history, was passed or proposed in this session,

which closed on the 2d of June.

CONSIDERABLE disunion at this time prevailed in

the cabinet. The duke of Newcastle, adhering to the

political notions in which he had been trained, was desi

rous that the government should be carried on by

the whig confederacy. Lord Bute was averse to the
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renewal of this system of party monopoly, which Mr. CHAP.

Pitt had so effectually overborne. Newcastle, still nomi- .-^1^,

nally prime minister, could not bear the preponderating irS2,

influence of lord Bute in the cabinet. Besides personal

competition and disagreement in general politics, they

differed on a particular measure ; namely, the mode oflcar-rying on the German war, and the subsidy to be afforded

to the king of Prussia. The duke proposed two millions,

and, being thwarted by lord Bute, was still further incen

sed. He accordingly resigned; the earl of Bute became

first lord of the treasury, and Mr. Grenville secretary of

state : thence nominally commenced the ministry of Bute,

which had really begun at the resignation of Pitt.

SPAIN in a short time declared war against England, Spain *-

and the situation of Great Britain was at this time e^- ajj,™,^***'

tremely critical. She was engaged, directly or indirectly, Britain*,

in war with all the great continental powers ; and, what

was more important, against the chief part of the maritime

strength of Europe, The navy of Spain consisted of one

hundred men of war ; and though the navy of France was

reduced, it was not so entirely destroyed as not to make a

considerable addition to the Spanish force. From the

new alliance, powerful in its real strength, and in its prin

ciples so gratifying to- the national attachment towards the

house of Bourbon, despondency was succeeded by san

guine hope and animation in the minds of that volatile

people. They flattered themselves that they should now

be able to obtain that superiority over Britain which they4

had so eagerly sought, and in pursuit of which they had

met with such repeated disappointments and dreadful

losses. Companies and individuals, at their own expense,

htted out ships of war ; and private zeal animated public

efforts. The confederates were, farther encouraged by

the departure from the British councils of the most formi

dable and dreadful foe to the enemies of England ; they

expected that the measures of the new ministry would be .feeble and inefficient, and that the country, which had

cheerfully borne the expenses required to execute the

great plans of Pitt, would, when deprived of its favourite

minister, feel the heavy burdens arising from the war. A-H
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CHAP. these circumstances tended to inspire with confidence

'" France and her new ally.

*"^7^"' To balance these disadvantages, Britain had the uni

form success, which had made the people believe themselves

invincible. She had the hope o( plunder arising Irom a

Spanish war, which had always rendered it popular, and

called forth the most vigorous efforts both private and

public. She had hitherto the command of that element,

over which a great part of the Spanish resources must be

transported. Though devoid of such a minister ae Pitt,

she had an administration, whom the knowledge of his

character and conduct, his fame and popularity, and the low

estimation in which they themselves were held, stimulated

to strenuous exertions, in order to approve themselves

not unworthy of their office ; and who had also the ad

vantage of his plans and counsels, which they had before

opposed.

IPlllica- FRANCE and Spain, knowing the natural connexion

France between Portugal and England, and the momentous ad-

and Spam vantages accruing to this country from her commercial

gal. intercourse with the dominions of his faithful majesty,and from the Portuguese docks and harbours in time of

war, determined to compel the court of Lisbon to renounce

all friendship with Britain, and to violate the neutrality.

On the 6th of March, the Bourbon ministers delivered a

joint memorial, representing Britain as assuming a despotic

authority at sea, which was equally dangerous to Portugal

as to other powers, and urged the necessity of joining in

an offensive and defensive alliance against England. They

exhorted the king to dismiss the British" from his court,

to exclude thenceforward from his ports all the men of

war and merchant ships of that country, and to join his

forces to those of France and Spain. His catholic majesty,

from the great affection which he and his brother of

France entertained for the king of Portugal, in order to

secure that prince from danger, spontaneously offered and

insisted on sending Spanish troops to garrison all the

principal harbours of the most faithful king.

\nswer. His Portuguese majesty declared, that his countryand resources were totally incapable of supporting a war ;

that, although sensible of the^good intentions and benefi



REIGN OF GEORGE HI.
229

cent offers of their christian and catholic majesties, and CHAP.

desirous of gratifying their wishes, it was impossible for .^-^-^

him to comply ; and of this they themselves must be con- ,762

vinced, on fully reflecting upon the circumstances. He

was closely connected with Britain, as well as with France

and Spain ; and between Portugal and Britain there were

ancient and uninterrupted alliances. Britain had given

him no offence ; he could not therefore go to war with

his Britannic majesty, without violating the honour of his

crown, the law of nations, and every principle of justice.

In this situation he had determined to observe a strict

neutrality in a war between three friends and neighbours

whom he so highly regarded, and to confine himself only

to such preparations as were merely necessary for self-

defence.

IN reply to this answer, the Bourbon sovereigns, on Reply

the first of April, delivered at the court of Lisbon a

second memorial, more imperious, insolent, and unjust,

than the first. It set forth, that, from the relative situa

tion of Portugal and England, the alliance between them

was in effect an offensive treaty against the house of Bour-

bom It stated, that a British fleet8 had, in 1750, attacked

a French squadron in a Portuguese harbour, which justi

fied a declaration of war by his faithful majesty, unless

suitable satisfaction were obtained j and if so, the ships

taken ought to have been restored to his most christian

majesty, the failure of which restitution would justify the

French monarch in declaring war against the king of

Portugal : but still it was the earnest desire of the French

and Spanish sovereigns to be on terms of the strictest

friendship with his most faithful majesty, to open his eyes

to his real interest, and to induce him to join them against

the common enemy. The king of Portugal, far from

being convinced by the reasoning or moved by the exhor

tations of this memorial, refused more peremptorily than

before to comply with the requisition, and supported his

refusal by the strongest argument. On the 23d of April,

a third memorial was delivered, still more unjust in its

demands, and more insulting in its language, arid which

f Uudrr admiral Uesrawen. S«c p. I"'?.
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Martinice ; concluded with announcing orders to their ambassadors

to leave the court of Lisbon. In his reply to this ultima

tum, the king ol" Portugal proved, that the Bourbon prin

ces, in their imperious attempts to force a neutral nation

to war, and in their declaration of hostilities because their

endeavour was unsuccessful, had violated the rights of an

independent nation. Such was the origin and cause of

the war made upon Portugal by the house of Bourbon :

and a more unjust or ungrounded procedure is not to be

found in the annals, of modern Europe known at that

time, not even in those of the French themselves.*i The

Portuguese declaration of war was issued on the 23d of

May ; the proclamation of Spain against Portugal on the

16th of June, and of France on the 20th.

BEFORE the resignation of Mr. Pitt, an expedition had

been projected against Martinico, the centre of French

trade ; and the war being finished in North America, we

were enabled to draw from thence a considerable part of the

army. General Monckton commanded the land forces, and

admiral Rodney the fleet. Being reinforced by some troops

stationed in the British West Indies, the army consisted of

twelve thousand men, and the fleet of eighteen ships of the

line. On the 7th of January, the English armament arriv

ed before the island of Martinico, and on the 16th they

effected their landing at Cas Navire without any loss"; but

they had still considerable difficulties to encounter. Tha

island was populous and opulent, and supported by a nu

merous well armed and well disciplined militia, peculiarly

qualified lor the species of war which the country permit

ted, and provided with a considerable body of regular

troops. In many places the island was intersected by

ravines and deep streams, narrowed into defiles, or involved

in woods : where it was more open and practicable, batte

ries wen- posted with all the skill of French engineers,

who had been, ever since the first attempt in 1759, strength-h Ii. lhi« opinion 1 concur with Mr. Belsham, and we both have the honour

of agreeing aith llie renowned i''rederie. " XVlK-rufore," said he, "did Fmnee

and 8iiuiu Kttm-k the kinp of I'orln^al, who had jj^veti them no otVence, and over

whom lliev hud no righl of control! Their objeet was, the destruetion of the

profitable K.r.glish wmimerce with I'ortn^il, uIu) the attainment of better terms

trout Knglam! in rc-turn tor their cessions of the conquests which they expected

to ruxke in Portugal Itut is it a reason for attacking a sovereign, that there

exists nu lawful reason ? O lav of nations, how vain and useless is thj studv i"
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ening the place, in expectation that our successes would , CHAP.

induce us to assail so valuable a settlement. These works .—^,^1

were most complete in the neighbourhood of Fort Royal, irr)2

a strong town which defended the approach to St. Pierre

the capital, and must be conquered before we proceeded

against that city. Two lofty and steep eminences, called

Morne Tortenson and Morne Gamier, protected by deep

ravines, overlooked and commanded the fortifications.

These heights were occupied by the enemy ; which, while

they were retained, secured, or being lost, as certainly lost

the city and citadel. The sea was upon the right, the

country on the left, and the eminences immediately before

them; of which Morne Tortenson, being the nearest, must,

from its position, be first attacked. On the right, a body

of regular troops and marines was ordered to advance

along the beach towards the town, which lay in the lower

grounds beyond the eminences. A thousand sailors, in

flatbottomed boats, rowed close to assist that division: on

the left, die light infantry, covered by artillery, were em

ployed to turn the enemy on that side ; while the centre,

consisting of the grenadiers, and. supported by the seamen

dragging along the cannon, attacked the enemy's centre,

being covered by the seamen acting as artillery from bat

teries which had been erected and disposed with great skill

and activity. The general having made such dispositions,

the troops performed their parts with equal courage, enter

prise, and effect in every point. They drove the enemy

from post to post after a vigorous contest, and at last made

themselves masters of the Morne. The enemy fled preci

pitately, either towards the town, or to the Morne Gar-

nier. This second eminence was as strong as the first,

and much higher; and until it was carried, the town could

not be reduced. It was three days before batteries could

be erected, and other dispositions made, for carrying the

place. While the Brkish troops were preparing these, the

whole force of the enemy descended from the hill, and

sallied from the town upon the advanced posts of the Eng

lish. The main body rushing forward to support their

countrymen, not only repulsed the enemy, but pursued

them past the ravines, ascended the hill, seized the

redoubts, and made themselves completely masters of
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CHAP. Morne Gamier. The French regular troops escaped into

y^-v^, 'he town, and the militia dispersed into the country. The

i ,-,;,", situation which commanded the town and citadel beingwhich ca- now possessed by the British, as soon as the batteries were

pilulatcs. i i j L r L I ,i

completed, and before they began to play, the enemy capi

tulated on the 4th of February.

ST. PIKRRE still remained to be reduced. This was

a city which, though not so strong as Fort Royal, might

have made a considerable resistance, if the garrison had

been proportioned to the strength of the place and of the

interjacent country; but the militia were quite disheart

ened and scattered ; great part of the regulars were killed

or taken at Fort Royal ; the planters were unwilling that

their country should be laid waste, in a defence which,

from the late and former successes of the English, they

were convinced would be unavailing. It was therefore,

agreed, th;U they should capitulate for that place and the

whole island, which was accordingly surrendered on the

12th of February. Martinico, Granada, St. Lucia, and

St. Vincents, soon after yielded to the British arms. This

important undertaking is to be imputed to the plans of Mr.

Pitt; the next which we have to record, belongs to his

successors in the conduct of the war.

THE chief advantage expected by France from the

assistance of Spain, was through her finances and navy.

Aware of this expectation, the British ministry formed

their plan for the campaign with a view to these objects,

and proposed to strike a blow at the beginning of the war,

which should debilitate and exhaust her new antagonist,

disappoint the hopes of her old enemy, and compel both

France and Spain to sue for peace. The whole naviga

tion and trade of the Spanish West Indies centred iti the

Havannah ; an expedition, therefore, against this important

possession was resolved on, as soon as war commenced.

Expedition It was both a bolder and a wiser plan to attack the centre

fcMJie'* anf1 strong hold of our enemy's dominions, than to begin

Havammli. with a place of less consequence, in hopes thereby of gra

dually attaining the principal conquest. In the war with

Spain which commenced in 1739, we had begun with sub

ordinate attacks. The capture of Porto Bello did not

ensure the capture of Carlhagena, nor would the capture of
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Carthagena have ensured the command of the Spanish CHA.P.

West Indies. The conquest of the Havannah would inter- .^^—^

cept the enemy's principal resources, and, if we chose to i;il!,

pursue our advances, expose the whole of Spanish Ame- Policy of

T't. • r. i. j-rr i theunoe(-
nca. 1 he attempt against Carthagena was as dmicult as takingagainst the Havannah. Where the danger and expense of

two objects were equal, it was wiser to employ them upon

dial which, if attained, would be most advantageous.

The policy of lord Bute and his coadjutors in this under

taking, therefore, as war ministers, was superior to the

policy of sir Robeit Walpole and his colleagues.

SUCH an enterprise being determined on by ministry, t

we are next to view their ability in the commanders which uo"*'

they chose, and the preparations which they made for

carrying the plan into execution. A very powerful arma

ment was fitted out ; and the chief command of the land

forces was bestowed on the earl of Albemarle, the friend

and military pupil of the duke of Cumberland. Admiral

Pococke, who had extended the naval glory and political

power of his country in the East Indies, was employed to

command the fleet for humbling our enemies in the West.

Commodore Keppel, brother to the earl of Albemarle, was

second in naval command. Thus administration regarded

not only the skill of its principal officers, but their har

mony, thereby avoiding the fatal error which had so pow

erfully tended to our discomfiture at Carthagena. On

die 5th of March they sailed from Portsmouth ; and on

their arrival off the coast of Hispaniola, were reinforced

by a great part of the fleet and army which had achieved

the conquest of Martinico and the other Caribbee islands.

There were two routes from cape Nichola to the Havan

nah; the one circuitous, to the south of Cuba, between that

island and Jamaica, round by cape St. Antonio ; the other

direct, to the north of Cuba, by the old Bahama channel.

The first was the safer, but tedious : the second, in a nar

row strait, by much the shorter, but hazardous. The

success of the enterprise depended in a great degree on its

being far advanced before the hurricane season : despatch

was therefore a very important object. The season of thel

year was not stormy, and it was thought most advisable

to take the northern route. This attempt was esteemed

VOL. I. H h
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bold, but not rash ; and so admirable were the dispositions

of the naval commander, in sending vessels to reconnoitre

the passage, and dividing the armament according to the

nature of the sea, that, by favourableness of weather, with

which from his knowledge of that climate and situation he

had laid his account, our whole force in nine days passed

through this strait, seven hundred miles. in length, without

the smallest interruption ; and on the fifth of June arrived

before the place of their distination.

CUBA, belonging wholly to Spain, is by far the largest

island in the West Indies. It runs from east to west,

verging towards the north west, about nine hundred miles

in length ; irregular in breadth, but at an average about

one hundred miles. Its nominal capital is St. Jago, on

the southeast coast ; but the most important place for

size, strength, population, and wealth, is tht* Havannah.

The harbour of this city is entered by a narrow passage,

about half a mile in length, opening into a large bason,

which diverges into three smaller inlets, capacious enough

both in extent and depth to contain a thousand of the

largest ships, and on all sides secured from the wind. In

this haven the rich fleets from the various Spanish settle

ments in the West Indies and Mexico assemble, before

they set sail for Europe. The Havannah, a rendezvous

of such wealth, was itself so flourishing and opulent, that

no pains were spared to give it proportionate security.

The narrow entrance of the harbour was protected on the

east side by a very strong fort, called the Moro, on a pro

jecting point of land ; and by a fort called Puntal, on the

west, which joins the town opposite the Moro fort. The

town itself is surrounded by a strong rampart, with

bastions, and a deep ditch. The Spanish navy intended

for the West Indies, consisting of twenty sail, mostly of

the line, were at this time in the harbour of the Havannah.

Though not much inferior to the British in maritime force,

they did not attempt to risk an engagement ; but in other

respects made many able dispositions for defending the

town. Across the mouth of the harbour they laid a strong

boom, behind which they sunk several ships. The Eng

lish commanders propossd to land on the eastern side, so

as to be able at once to invest the Moro, and command
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the country. To divert the enemy from attending to their CHAP.

design, a great part of the fleet sailed to the westward. l

While the enemy were attending to the motions of the fleet, 176ii

our troops on the 7th of June, effected a landing. The Siege of

armv was divided into two great corps ; the chief body was y^^"

employed against fort Moro, the ether advanced south

wards a considerable way into the inland parts, to cover

the siege, and secure our watering and foraging parties,

and on that side to cut off the enemy's intercourse with '

the country. A detachment was posted under colonel

Howe to the westward, to create a diversion in favour of

the principal objects, and to intercept the communication

with the country on that side. Thus the place was either

invested or blocked on the east, south, and west, by the

army; and on the north, by the fleet, which commanded

the sea.

NOTWITHSTANDING this masterly disposition, the Difficulties

British had still very great difficulties, dangers, and hard

ships, to encounter. The sun being then vertical, the

heat was excessive ; water was to be fetched from a great

distance, over paths to be cut through thick woods, and

the cannon was to be dragged over a rougn and rocky

shore; but such a spirit diffused itself over the whole

army, and such an unanimity prevailed among the com

manders, officers, soldiers, and sailors, that in spite of

heat, thirst, fatigue, and the enemy's fire, they erected bat

teries against the Moro. The enemy not only acted on

the defensive, but on the fourth week of the siege made a

powerful sally, in which they were repulsed, with the

loss of three hundred men. Our sea forces, who had

hitherto afforded every assistance on shore to the land

service, on the 1st of July made a very bold attempt

from their own element, and opened their broadsides with

a terrible fire against the Moro. As it was impossible,

however, to act from sea upon that castle, without being

also exposed to the batteries of Puntal, they were extremely

annoyed from both garrisons, and at length obliged to

desist from their cannonade. Although this heroic effort of

the ships produced little effect on the north side, which

they attacked, yet it was of great service to the land

besiegers on the east side of the Moro. While the defend-
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CHAP, crs of the garrison were returning the fire of the fleet,

they paid much less attention than usual to oilr land bat-

1762. teriea, which during that time did considerable damage to

their works, but when the sea attack had ceased, they

were enabled to return to their operations towards the land

with iheir former eftiftct. The contest was carried on with

extreme perseverance and obstinacy, and the event setmed

very doulilful. While affairs were in this state, the prin

cipal British battery took fire, and was unfortunately

consumed. Sickness now becoming prevalent in this

severe service and destructive climate, rendered one half

of the forces unfit for duty, and doubled the fatigue of

the other. The want of fresh provisions and wholesome

•water increased the diseases, and aggravated the sufferings

of the besiegers. As they were daily more exhausted,

and the season advanced towards the time of the hurri

canes, their hopes of ultimate success became fainter.

Those who escaped the dangerous siege and dreadful cli

mate, expected final destruction if they waited till the

tempest began. From North America they had long

looked for reinforcements, but none arrived. Oppressed

with these distresses, the commanders endeavoured to

reanimate their troops. The enemy, they represented,

had made a most gallant resistance ; and were Spaniards in

military efforts to surpass Unions ? The richest prize

-was before them, which British valour and perseve

rance might still obtain. These incitements inspiriting

the heroic breasts of British soldiers and sailors to the

.most astonishing exertions, new batteries were raised.

"They now silenced the cannon of the fort, beat to pieces

. thti upper works, and made a lodgment in the covered

••way ; htnce their hopts of sucqess revived. At this time

the Jamaica fleet brought them a supply of provisions,

and in a few. days tbey were succoured by a strong rein-

, force ment from New York. Their hopes now redoubled :but a new difficulty appeared after their lodgment was

effected, from an immense ditch, which was cut chiefly

in the solid rock. A thin ridge, however, had been left

to flank the ditch towards the sea ; this, though totally

uncovered, the miners passed without fear, and were ena

bled to carry on their operations h: the, wall. The govet
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nor of the Havannah seeing that the Moro must so»n fall, CHAP.

unless an effort was made for its relief, sent a great body

across the harbour on the 22d July before daybreak, to

attack our posts in three points ; but they were repulsed

with severe loss. Meanwhile our miners advanced rapidly .in their operations ; a part of the wall was blown up, the

ruins fell into the ditch, and a breach was left, which the

engineer judging practicable, the general inarched at the

head of his troops to attack, mounted the breach, and

entered the fort. The enemy made a brave but ineffec

tual resistance ; the gallant commander fell, and the Moro

was taken by the British troops. No time was lost in

improving this momentous advantage. A second rein

forcement now arrived, which still farther entouraged the

exertions of our armament. As the Moro commanded

the whole eastern part of the town, the fire of the fort was

turned against the enemy ; a line of batteries was placed

from the fort along the hill on the extremity of which it

stood, and another line was erected on the west side of the

town. On the 10th of August, when they were all pre

pared to play, the general informed the governor by a

message, that, knowing the irresistible force of the attack

which he was ready to make, he suspended it, in order to

give him time to capitulate. The governor replied, that

he would defend the place to the last extremity. The

general the next morning ordered the fire to commence

Irom ail the batteries, which, after playing for six hours

with most tremendous effect, compelled the enemy to '

hang out a flag of truce. A capitulation was concluded; Capture.

and the English troops took possession of the Havannah

on the 14th of August, after a siege of two months and

nine days. The conquest of the Havannah was the most

important exploit achieved during the war. The reduc

tion of so strong a fortress was an arduous military enter

prise ; the capture or destruction of the enemy's fleet was

a very great naval victory ; the plunder taken, amounting

to three millions sterling, was a most lucrative acquisition ;

and the enemy being deprived o( the chiel sinews of war,

was a decisive blow that compelled them to sue for peace.

WHILE the English effortS'Were so successful against

{he power and influence of Spain in the West Indies,
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CH\P. strenuous and successful exertions were also made in the

111 , East. As soon as it was known that hostilities had com-

. irf).l menced, an armament equipped at Madras sailed againstManilla Manilla, the chief city of the Philippine islands. Theexpedition appeared before that settlement on the 23d ofSeptember, which, after a short and vigorous resistance,was taken on the 4th of October. A capitulation wasoffered for ransoming the place at four millions of dollars,about 90O,OOOl. sterling, and accepted. An Accapukoship, valued at about three millions of dollars, was soonafter taken in those seas.

Capture of IN Europe, a very important Spanish treasure was

the Her- obtained bv the capture of the Hermione, from Peru to
HCUODe. •

Cadiz, by two English frigates near cape St. Vincents:

the priz*" was estimated at a million sterling.

War in THE Bourbons had entertained great hopes of success

ortuga ' and advantage in their war with Portugal ; and at first

their expectations appeared likely to be realized. Their

declared object was, to exclude the English from the milb-tary and commercial use of the Portuguese ports, espe

cially Oporto and Lisbon, to which they had hitherto

resorted ; and to this their efforts were chiefly directed.

They planned the invasion in three divisions : the first, in

the north of Portugal, between the Minho and the Douro;

the second, in the middle, between the Douro and the

Tagus ; and the third, to the south of the Tagus, to

cooperate on that side with the middle corps in its attempt

upon Lisbon. The northern division, under the marquis

de Sarria, commenced hostilities ; entered the Portuguese

province of Traeos Monies, and invested .Miranda, the

capital of that district. This city might have made a

vigorous defence, but very unfortunately a powder maga

zine blew up by accident, the fortifications were ruined,

and the Spaniards, before they had raised their first bat

tery, marched into the town by the breaches in the wall.

May 30. Before the end of May, they had made such progress,

that Oporto was in imminent danger; and the English

admiralty, under the apprehension of capture, prepared

transports to carry off British eftecls. The Portuguese

peasants, instigated and directed by some English officers,

'arming themselves, took possession of a defile through
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which the enemy must necessarily pass, drove them back, CHAP.

and thereby checked their progress upon that side. The .^VLJ

middle division of the Spaniards entered Portugal by (762

Beira, and laid siege to Almevda, on the frontiers of Successes

-.—,,.. ° . ii • L , of the
Spam. 1 his city made a gallant resistance ; but the Spaniards;

Spaniards being joined by the greater part of their north

ern army, and by eight thousand auxiliaries, compelled it

to capitulate on the 25th of August. After this capture,

the Spaniards made themselves masters of the greater

part of the province of Beira, as far as the Tagus, and

even Lisbon itself was in danger.

AT this juncture a body of troops arrived from Eng- Arrival ef

land under the command of brigadier general Burgoyne ;

and count la Lippe, a German officer of grmt celebrity,

was placed at the head of the native forces. Early in the

campaign the court of Lisbon had not paid the proper and

prudent attention to the advice of the British ambassador,

and officers, but, taught by their miscarriages, and influ

enced by the persuasions of la Lippe, they now adopted a .different line of conduct. The Portuguese and English

commanders, having in concert investigated the state of

affairs, adopted a plan of military policy very frequently

successful. The most effectual measure of defensive war, '

they concluded to be offensive operations. History in

formed them, thaf the best mode of relieving a country

from invasion, was by invading the country of the enemy.

The third bpdy of the Spaniards destined for southern

Portugal, was still in Spanish Estremadura. Should it

effect a junction with the army in Beira, it was probable

that the whole would overwhelm the Portuguese and

their auxiliaries. While la Lippe himself watched the

notions of the middle army, he sent general Burgoyne

into Spain against the other, posted at Valentia d'Alcan-

tara,k where they also understood the enemy had con

siderable magazines. Burgoyne, by a forced march of

five days, arrived at Valentia, surprised the Spanish troops,

defeated them, destroyed one of the best regiments in -their service, and took many prisoners, including their

principal officers and the general. Though the British

k Not the great eity of Yalcutia, which a in :m opposite part of the

ungdom.
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CHAP. were disappointed in their expectation of finding maga-

i-^^, Zlnes ln tnls place, yet their success produced a very

I76± important change in the aspect of the campaign. It not

only prevented the invasion of Portugal on that side, but

disconcerted the plan of the main army ; which was, to

cross the Tagus from Beira, a mountainous country,

to Alentejo, an open champaign country, where their

cavalry, in which their chief force consisted, could act

with the full effect. The chief Bourbon army still con

tinued to attempt the passage of the Tagus, to the banks of

which they were now advanced. La Lippe-and Burgoyne,

by very active and skilful efforts, prevented them from

effecting their purpose. Burgoyne being posted at Villa

Velha, on tl* southern bank of the river, where the Span

iards occupied the opposite side, observing their camp

was not guarded with military vigilance, and tiiat their flank

. and rear were uncovered, determined to attack them by

dented!* surprise. Accordingly, fording the river in the night of

October the <5th, he attacked them on the flank, while

colonel Lee assaulted them on the rear, and defeated

them with great slaughter. This victory, which at another

time of the year might have been attended only with

temporary advantages, from the advanced season proved

decisive. Great rains falling, and winter approaching,

the enemy, having seized no posts fit for winter quarters,

evacuated Estremadura, and returned to the frontiers of

Spain. Thus, after partial success, they were entirely

defeated in the great object of the campaign ; and the

unjust ambition, which had stimulated the Bourbons to

war with Portugal, ended in disappointment, and disaster

to themselves.

Affairs of IN winter 1761-2, at a time when the king of Prussia'saffairs appeared to be at the lowest ebb, and when, from

the events of the preceding campaign and the progress of

the enemy, little doubt was entertained that, in the ensu

ing summer, the combined parties would attain their

object in the dismemberment of his dominions, an event

took place which made a total change in the situation of

Bcatli of the contending parties. This was the death of the em-

ci Uustia: press Elizabeth of Russia, the zealous friend of the house

of Austria, and the inveterate enemy of Frcckric, oil the
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3d of January 1/62. Elizabeth's enmity to the Prussian

king in some degree arose from resentment, but was much

more the result of ambitious policy. By conquering

Prussia, in addition to the extent of coast which she

already possessed on the Baltic, she would have the

means of becoming a very great maritime power, the first

object of the Russian sovereign since czar Peter the great.

She would also open the way to an irresistible power in

Poland, and be able to overawe Denmark, and her ancient

rival Sweden; but if the power of the king of Prussia

continued entire, these great objects could not be attained.

Peter, her heir, was partial to the king of Prussia; and,

as we have seen, used his influence, in 1758, to call oil

the Russians. On his accession to the throne, he imme

diately concluded a peace and an alliance with Prussia;

and the Russian army in a short time joined the troops of

Frederic against Austria. At this time, Sweden, which

had been principally directed by Russia, also made peace eric,

with the Prussian king. This was a most unexpected

revolution in Frederic's favour, as it left him, now sup

ported by Russia, to contend with Austria only.

A TREATY had been annually renewed between Bri

tain and Prussia, by which they engaged not to conclude

a peace without mutual consent ; and this year the British

government refused the renewal. Frederic exclaimed

bitterly against this conduct as a breach of faith,1 but with

out reason : the engagement being expired, its renewal

was no longer a question of justice, but of policy. When

the king of Prussia was pressed by a combination of ene

mies, it became necessary for Britain to support him in

order to preserve the balance of power, but now he was

more than a match for his enemies. Though it was our

interest to prevent him from being overwhelmed, we had

no interest in promoting his ambition ; the war in Ger

many, therefore, was continued, not to support Frederic,

but to oppose France.

THE French were in possession of Cassel, and great Operations

part of Westphalia. Marshal Broglio was now displaced

from the command ; the prince de Soubise succeeded to

1 See hu Seven years War-—-winter 1761-2.

VOL. I. I i
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HISTORY OF THEhis employment of general in chief, and marshal d'Estree*

was second in command. The French this year main

tained only one army in Germany, with a reserve under

the prince of Conde, to cover the Lower Rhine ; and

their object, as in the former year, was to penetrate into

Hanover. Prince Ferdinand's purpose was nearly the

same as in the preceding campaign, to dispossess the ene

my of their conquests, and drive them out of Germany.

He sent the hereditary prince to oppose Conde, while he

himself formed his measures against the main army- The

French, at the opening of the campaign, were strongly

posted on the frontiers of Hesse at a place called Grae-

bestein ; and, trusting to their position, apprehended no

attack from prince Ferdinand. The prince, however,

made a general assault upon the camp on the 4th of July ;

in which, by his skill and intrepidity, the valour of his

whole army, and particularly the courage and activity of

the marquis of Granby, he gained so great a victory, as to

give him a decided superiority through the whole cam

paign. Every measure of prince Ferdinand was part of

a well digested and arranged plan ; so that when success

ful, he was able to make the best use of his advantage,

lord Granby and lord Frederic Cavendish were sent

forward in pursuit of a numerous body of French that

were stationed at Horn, in order to preserve the commu

nication between the main army and Franckfort. The

English commanders attacked the enemy with such vigour

on the fith of July, that though they defended themselves

valiantly, they were defeated and routed. By this vic

tory, the intercourse with their magazines at Franckfort

was entirely intercepted ; and they now found it necessary

to evacuate Gottingen. Prince Ferdinand attacked prince

Xavier, who commanded the Saxon auxiliaries in the

French pay at the Fulda, and defeated him ; but marshal

d'Estrees coming to his support, saved him from utter

destruction. The French generals being straitened for

provisions and hard pressed on every side, thought it

expedient to call the prince of Conde to their assistance.

The hereditary prince, finding that th£ reserves of the

enemy were preparing to join the main army, made dis

positions for obstructing their progress. Prince Ferdi
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uand endeaveured to bring the French to battle before the CHAP.

junction could be effected, and proposed to ford the Ful- ^^^^^^

da and make a general attack on the 8th of August; but, )762

immense rains having fallen, the river was impassable.

The general of the allies sent his second nephew, prince

Frederic of Brunswick, towards Cassel, with a view to

blockade that place. The hereditary prince watched the

prince of Conde so closely, that he could not advance to

join the main army : and the prince de Soubise, therefore,

was obliged to retreat to join the reserves. The heredi

tary prince, on the 30th of August, attacked a body of

French, which he conceived to be a detachment ; but

soon found that it was the vanguard of Soubise's army.

His serene highness defended himself with his usual con

duct and intrepidity ; but, being pressed by superio

rity of numbers, and dangerously wounded, his troops were

obliged to give way. This misfortune for a time discon

certed prince Ferdinand's plan ; but having with the ut

most despatch collected the routed forces, he again pre

pared to act on the defensive ; and prince Soubise, to

avoid an engagement, retired. Prince Ferdinand's army

being now between the French and Cassel, prince Fre

deric regularly invested that city on the 15th of October,

and on the 7th of November, it surrendered by capitula- driven

lion, and the whole of Hesse was recovered. Thus, in mm?. ''

the campaign of 1762, the French, who had projected to

conquer Hanover, were, by the skill and courage of prince

Ferdinand, the hereditary prince, and lord Granby, driven

from their former conquests.

THE king of Prussia, instead of being obliged to act

on the defensive, was now enabled to resume offensive ri».

operations. His object was to recover Silesia, compel

marshal Daun, who was posted there, to retire to Bohe

mia, and afterwards to reinforce prince Henry (now in

Saxony,) and a second time conquer that electorate.

To distract the attention of marshal Daun, he employed a

body of troops to assist the Tartars, whom he had insti

gated to harass Hungary and Moravia. In June, Fre

deric being joined by the Russians, made great advances,

and, without any regular battle, obliged marshal Daun to

abandon very strong posts mSiles'ta^ to retire to trre extre-
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mities of that country, and leave Schweidnitz entirely

uncovered. With his Russian auxiliaries Frederic now

"i762 prepared to invest that city, and a considerable body of

those allies ravaged Bohemia ; when a very unexpected

and extraordinary revolution threatened to overturn his

plan of operations.

,„ PETER III. no sooner ascended the throne of Russia.
Peter III.

of Russia, than he showed that he had fallen into one of the most

fatal errors which a sovereign of ordinary capacity can

commit ; this was, the adoption of the example of a very

able and extraordinary ruler for the model of his conduct.

Peter, indeed, chose two very great men for his patterns;

his grandfather czar Peter the Great, in civil and political ;

and the king of Prussia, in military departments. The

government of Russia, absolutely despotic, is, from this

very despotism, the most insecure to its holder, unless he

has the policy to conciliate the affections of its supporters.

Fear being the principle of a despotic government, its

most effectual props are gloomy superstition and military

force ; accordingly in Russia, priests and soldiers were the

chief stays of the emperor's authority, and with both these

bodies Peter imprudently contended. He began, like

Peter I., with opposing the exorbitant pretensions of the

Russian clergy, and ventured to appropriate their posses

sions to the public revenue. The Russians were the slaves

of the most abject superstition that could enchain ignorant

minds, and valued their priests more than their monarch.

The extraordinary qualities of the first Peter, and the

benefits accruing from them to the country, had given to

him a superiority over any of their clergy, even in the

estimation of the bigoted barbarians whom he governed ;

but in the character of his grandson, there was nothing

which would excite such veneration, or confer such influ

ence. The boundless admiration of Peter for the king of

Prussia extended to the adoption of his religious opin

ions, and operated in a line of conduct which that king

was too wise to pursue. He interfered with the institu

tions that were venerated by his people, and obstructed

rites and ceremonies, which, however trivial in themselves,

no wise governor will interrupt when associated by his

subjects with religious doctrines and sentiments. Desir-
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ous of innovation, but narrow in understanding, he pur- CHAP.

sued it in objects commensurate to the littleness of his l '

own mind. He proposed changes in the dress of the

clergy, and that the ecclesiastics should no longer, as

before, be distinguished by beards. To this momentous

change he added also some new regulations about images

and pictures in churches. From this attack upon the

beards of the living, and the pictures of the deceased,

together with various other alterations, his subjects appre

hended their prince to be a heretic, if not an infidel. In

the seizure of the revenues, however, the clergy found

the most dangerous apostacy from the purity of the Greek

church, and regarded his reforms with dread and resent

ment : with them also the other powerful body, the army,

concurred in discontent. The same admiration of the king

of Prussia made Peter extravagantly fond of his military

discipline ; and being a native of Holstein, he was farther

induced to this preference by a national partiality. He

was evidently most attached to the German guards, in

preference to the native Russians. He himself wore the

Prussian uniform, and obliged his soldiers to adopt that

dress, and abandon the modes with which in their minds

the glory of Russia was associated : in short, he disgusted

the Russian army. The king of Prussia foresaw the dan

ger of his ally from these precipitate changes, and

frequently, by private letters and messengers, endeavoured

to dissuade him from persisting in his present conduct;

his dissuasives, however, were unavailing. MeanwhiK:

Peter was preparing to go to war with Denmark, on

account of a dispute between that country and Holstein

in which Russia had no concern. This project increased

the disaffection of his subjects, who considered themselves

as sacrificed to German interests, and a conspiracy was

formed against his government. As Peter had alie

nated the affections of his subjects, he had long lost those

ol his own family. His wife Catharine, a princess of the

house of Anhalt Zerbst, was a woman of powerful under

standing and boundless ambition."" Prone to the gal

lantry so prevalent at the dissolute court of the voluptu-

m See Memoirs ef Cath.nrim: D
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CHAP. ous Elizabeth, her love of pleasure was secondary to her

love of power : her most distinguished favourites were

,rfi2 paramours of such talents and qualities as could well pro

mote great designs. For the last seven years of Eliza

beth's reign, Peter and she had rarely cohabited ; each

was occupied with their respective intrigues. Catharine,

too able and prudent to neglect appearances, was some

what attentive to concealment; while Peter, from the silly-

vanity of a weak understanding, was ostentatious in the

display of amours. He lived openly with the countess of

Woronzoff; and was even suspected to intend confining

the empress, and raising his courtezan to the throne.

The principal nobles and chief officers of the state and

army formed a combination to depose a prince, who was

hated for his conduct, and despised for his incapacity. So

little was the czar informed respecting his most momen

tous interests, that the conspiracy became general, and the

clergy were met for his deposition, before he knew that

Revolution sucn a steP had been projected. Catharine, understand-

in Russia. ing that the design was declared, immediately wrote to

Petersburg!!, and harangued the guards, who unanimously

declared Peter deposed, and the empress independent sov

ereign of Russia. This act being applauded by the nobi-'lity and clergy, Catharine, at the head of her troops,

marched towards a country seat in which Peter resided.

The weak and timid prince, being informed that he was

no longer emperor of Russia, quickly wrote letters re

nouncing the sovereignty, and requested leave to retire to

his native Holstein with his mistress ; but this leave was

denied. He was farther intimidated to sign a paper,

declaring his incapacity for government, the weakness and

folly of his administration, and the necessity of his depo-

Dcnth of sltlon : he was thrown into prison, where in a few days,

1'etcr. on the 6th of July, he died of what was called an htemor-

rhoidal colic, the causes and symptoms of which it belongs

not to this history to investigate.

HAVING ascended the throne of Russia, Catharine

fearing that the Prussian king might prevail on the Rus

sian troops who served in his army to declare in favour

of Peter, ordered them to withdraw from Silesia into

Poland. Frederic, contrary to her apprehensions, made
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BO opposition to their departure; he only requested that CHAP.

it might be deferred for three days, to which the general .—v.^.

Very readily consented. The Austrian commanders were 176»

ignorant of the revolution in Russia. Frederic, trusting

to their conviction that the Russians were cooperating

with him, attacked marshal Daun, compelled him to

retire, and by this means rendered the siege of Schweid-

nitz still practicable. Though he was now deprived of

auxiliaries, he invested the town on the 20th of Sep

tember, and soon compelled it to surrender. In Saxony

prince Henry had been no less successful, when, towards

the close of the campaign, he was reinforced by his royal

brother ; and all the conquests that he had achieved in

that country early in the war, and lost the last campaign,

were completely recovered.

In the internal history of England the most material Birth «f"

event which happened this summer, was the birth of a Jj"^",^

son and heir to their majesties. On the 12th of August,

between seven and eight in the morning, the queen was

safely delivered of a prince. Just after this important

accession to the royal family was announced, the treasures

of the captured ship Hermione, drawn in wagons, and

escorted by troops from Portsmouth to London, entered

St. James's street in a grand procession. His majesty

and the nobility went to the palace windows, and joined

with the acclamations of the people on two such joyful

occasions. The young prince, from his birth electoral

prince of Brunswick Lunenburg, duke of Cornwall and

Rothsay, earl of Carrick, baron of Renfrew, lord of the

Isles, and great steward of Scotland, was, on the 17th,

by letters patent under the seal of Great Britain, created

prince of Wales and earl of Chester. On the 8th of

September, the anniversary of the royal marriage, his

highness was christened by his grace the archbishop of

Canterbury, the duke of Cumberland and the duke of

Mecklenburg Strelitz being godfathers, and the princess

dowager godmother. The young prince was named

George Augustus Frederic.

THE court of France, in the events of this campaign,

found that the expectations which had been formed from

the family compact wer* entirely disappointed. Spain saw
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CHAP. that her interference to assist the principal branch of the

111 Bourbons, instead of producing the desired effect to her

17fi2 ally, was involving herself in similar disasters and humili-

The belli- ation. They both began to wish sincerelv for peace, and

gerent ..... , . ,powers were in a disposition to purchase it by very great conces-

marufest sions. Jn Britain, chancres had taken place which rendered

pacific dis- . .

jiositions. the reestablishmcnt of tranquillity much less difficult. Fromthe commencement of his administration, the earl of Bute

had shown a disposition to procure peace, as soon as it

could be concluded with sound policy and national honour ;

and, though patriotism may have had its share in exciting

this desire, yet there were other causes which no doubt

cooperated. These are to be found in the character of the

Bute administration, the state of parties, and of the public

Conduet mind. The earl of Bute had for some months been first

Ti'mi o'nui-a 1or(^ of l'le treasur>', and the greater number of whigs had

liute. either been dismissed, or resigned ; so that there was a

formidable confederacy hostile to the present minister. A

less numerous but more able body, headed by Mr. Pitt,

without coalescing with the Newcastle party, was adverse

to the ministry. From the known attachment of his

majtsty to the earl of Bute, that noblemen was accounted

the private and confidential friend of the king. Being

decorated with honours at the commencement of the reign,

and soon after promoted to high office, which was not

in the public estimation conferred upon his political talents,

and virtues, he was generally esteemed and styled the royal

FAVOURITE. Though his majesty himself proposed to

govern the kingdom by wisdom and virtue, and not by

party, yet that was thought to be far from lord Bute's

object. Since, by the appointment of him and his friends,

the nation did not conceive that there was an accession oi'

wisdom or virtue to his majesty's counsels; and since their

rise was imputed to private favour and not public merit,

it was apprehended that the project of the minister was to

govern by what his opponents called a system of mere court

favouritism. The supposed operation of this plan was

exhibited with great force and eloquence, both by speakers

in parliament and political writers." The deportment of

u The substance uml spirit of all IhM was said, or perltap* could be said, upon

this subjeet, may lie seen in Mv. liurke's celebrated pamphlet ou the Discontents.

published in ilm liraftou utiruii.islnition.
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Bute was by no means such as tended to counteract this

unpopularity. Notwithstanding his erudition and know-

ledge, he had imbibed the pride and prejudices of a Scot-

tish chieftain. With exemplary morals, he was reserved

and haughty in his manners, and in that respect as different

from the frank, affable duke of Newcastle, as in point of

abilities from Mr. Pitt. He was, besides, charged by the

whigs with being the friend pf arbitrary power. In his

appointment to subordinate offices, he had frequently

removed Englishmen of known and respectable charac

ters, to make room for Scotchmen, who, however respect

able, were not known, and were presumed to be the abet

tors of arbitrary power ; and this partiality increased the

popular ferment. The whig party had been uniformly

cpnnected with the moneyed interest, and Pitt possessed tha

most unlimited confidence of that important body of men.

The supplies of the current year had been raised while the

duke of Newcastle was at the head of the treasury. On

lord Bute they had no reliance ; and in the year which wa»

to follow, the capitalists were more likely to obstruct than

to facilitate the supplies. A great host of opposition,

though in two divisions yet one in enmity to the minister,

appeared ready to attack him when parliament should be

assembled. So thwarted and obstructed, to carry on the

war with the force and success which the nation, exulting

in recent victory, expected, would, he conceived, be imprac

ticable. Besides, he thought the actual resources of the

country were nearly exhausted, and that another campaign

would produce financial distress ; the difficulties of perse-

verance in attempting to reduce the power of Bourbon, favourable

therefore, appeared to his mind as impossibilities : for all ° l'u"

these reasons, he was desirous that a negotiation should be

commenced.

THE king of Sardinia, the friend of the contending NT tia

•states on both sides, understanding their respective and timm-

relative dispositions, offered so far to interfere, as to

communicate them to each of the parties. The belligerent-

powers very readily consented to open a negotiation ; and

it was agreed, that a person of the first distinction should

be reciprocally sent to London and Paris. The duke de

Nivernois came on the part of France, and the duke «t'

VOL. I. K k
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CHAP. Bedford wejit on the part of England, in September 1762.

.—i^^. In the negotiation of 1761, a principle had been established

1762. between the two crowns, that their respective propositions,

if the treaty were broken off, should be considered as

retracted, and as never made : the negotiation of 1762,

therefore, was not a renewal of that of 1761. Still how

ever, from the similarity of circumstances, it assumed some

what of a similar spirit, so far as regarded the peculiar

interests of Great Britain ; and respecting Germany, then-

was a very material difference.

Terms. FRANCE and England both recurred to the original

cause of the war, the limits of the North American terri

tories. The French king not only renounced all preten

sions to Nova Scotia, but ceded the whole of Canada and

its dependencies, including Louisiana; and whereas the

French had pretended a right to the country which reaches

from the Ohio to St. Lawrence, and had built a train of

forts to command the communication, his christian majesty

ceded the whole of that tract, and also the forts and set

tlements. Spain relinquished Florida; so that from Hud

son's bay to the southern cape of Florida, from the Atlantic

to the confines of New Mexico, the continent of North

America was a part of the British empire. To command

the navigation of St. Lawrence, and to secure the posses

sions of her northren acquisitions, Britain was to retain

the islands of cape Breton and St. John. We were to

give up to the French the small islands of St. Pierre and

Miquelon near Newfoundland. By the treaty of Utrecht,

'*. the Newfoundland fishery had been divided betweenFrance and England. Britain wished her rival now to

relinquish the whole, but France would not hearken to the

proposal;.at length a compromise was made, by which

Britain was to possess the greater share. The next object

was the West Indies, which was one of the chief sources

of commerce, wealth, and maritime force to our enemies;

here we had made great conquests ; the question was,

whether we should retain them, as acquisitions to our

selves, and as an increased security for a PERMANENT

peace, by diminishing to the opposite party the means of

war; or, without carrying our views to distant objects,

sacrifice them, in order to facilitate an immediate peace.
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The British ministers favoured the latter alternative. We CHAP.

ceded to Spain the Havannah, with a considerable part of ^^v-^,

Cuba; to France, the islands of Martinico, Guadaloupe, 17fl2

Marigalante, Desirade, and St. Lucia. We retained the

islands of Tobago, Dominica, St. Vincents, and the Gre

nades. To the three former (as well as to St. Lucia,

which surrendered) Britain had an old claim ; the last

only was a new acquisition, and the three others were then

of little value. Spain consented that the English should

without disturbance cut logwood in the bay of Honduras.

In Europe, Belleisle was restored to the French, Minorca

to the English, and the fortifications of Dunkirk were to

be destroyed, according to former treaties. In Africa,

Goree was restored to France, and Senegal retained by

England. In the East Indies, Britain returned all the

French factories and settlements ; France having stipulated

to erect no fortifications in Bengal or Orissa, and to

acknowledge the reigning subahs of Bengal, the Decan,

and the Carnatic.

CONCERNING our allies, it was agreed, that the French Peace con-

and Spaniards should evacuate Portugal, and that France

and Britain should observe a strict neutrality respecting

the disputes in Germany ; that each should withdraw their

forces, and discontinue subsidies. Such are the out

lines of the peace, of which the preliminaries were

signed and interchanged on the 3d of November 1762,

between! he ministers of Great Britain, France, Spain, and

Portugal.

On the 23th of November, parliament met : his ma- Meeting of

, ii-iii i • i • • parlu-
jesty s speech described the successes obtained in various ment.quarters of the world by the perseverance and valour of

his land and sea forces ; and stated, as the consequence of

those victories, that the enemy had made peace on terms

highly advantageous to Britain; by which his territories

were greatly augmented, and new sources were opened

for trade and manufactures. He recommended attention

to the improvement of our acquisitions, and firmness and

unanimity, as the surest means of rendering the advan

tages of the peace more extensive and permanent.

THE preliminaries underwent a very able discussion

in both houses. JVIr- Pitt attacked them as derogatory to
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CHAP. the honour and interests of the kingdom, as being totafly

^^v^, inadequate to the terms which our successes might have

I76fl commanded, as a surrender of those advantages which our

Tll^Peaee glorious efforts had procured to ourselves, and a sacrifice

December of public faith in the abandonment of our allies. These

9t '' general objections he and others illustrated by a detailed

Argn. inquiry into the several articles. France, it was contended,

iga'i'ust it was chiefly formidable to us as a maritime and commer

cial nation. Though we had acquired an extensive terri

tory in America, yet by our stipulation respecting the

Newfoundland fishery, we had left her a nursery of sea

men ; by the restoration of her West India possessions,

we had given her back the means of a most beneficial

commerce ; and thus had put her in the way of recovering

her losses, and being again formidable on our own ele

ment. The fishery formed a multitude of seamen, and

the West India islands employed them when fully trained.

France, by possessing a much greater quantity of sugar

land, had been long superior to us in this lucrative branch

of commerce. She had thus enriched her merchants, in

creased her revenue, and strengthened her navy : why

then, after we had in a just and necessary war deprived

her of such valuable possessions, should we restore to her

the means of again annoying ourselves ? The retention of

the considerable French plantations, was necessary to the

permanent security of a peace. Besides, after so expen

sive a war, our victories gave us a claim to some indemni

fication ; in that view, the islands would have been the

most productive of our conquests. Our acquisitions in

America might tend to our security, but it would be very

long before they could lead to our indemnification. They

neither increased in any important degree our commerce,

nor diminished the commerce of France ; but the West

India islands, if retained, would have been an immediate

great gain to Britain, and loss to our rival. The reten

tion of the West Indies was farther necessary to the im

provement of our acquisitions in North America, and also

to our commerce w ith Africa. In that event, it was argued,

the African trade would have been augmented by the

demand for slaves, and the trade of North America would

.,, have all centred in Britain; whereas, the islands being
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restored, a great part of the northern colony trade must CHAP.

fall, as it had hitherto done, to those who had lately been ^_^

our enemies, and would still he our rivals. For these rea- irC2

sons, either Martinico or Guadaloupe, or even both, should

have been retained by Britain. The cessions made in

Africa and in the East Indies would have fully justified the

reservation to ourselves of our West India conquests.

Provident policy required that we should have reserved

those possessions, and our resources and resistless naval

strength would have enabled us to retain them, in defiance

ol the enemy. If in the negotiation, availing ourselves

of our advantages, we had decisively refused such cessions,

the enemy would not have adhered to the requisition, with

the alternative of the continued war; or, had they been so

obstinate, British force would soon have reduced them to

compliance. Concerning our ally the king of Prussia, it

was insisted, that, in deserting his interests, we had viola-

led the national faith.1

SUCH were the arguments adduced both in and out of Argu-

parliament by those who disapproved of the peace, which '^'^

the minister and his supporters answered to the following

effect. The original object of hostilities, was, the security

of our continental possessions in North America ; the dan

gers to which these colonies had been exposed, and the

expensive and bloody war resulting to Great Britain from

those dangers, rendered it necessary to prevent the possi

bility of their recurrence. Experience had shown, that

while Franca possessed a single place on the continent of

America, we should never be secure from a renewal of

hostilities : the removal of the French from our neighbour

hood in that country, was therefore the most effectual

means of preventing future war.p The security so produ

ced would also tend ultimately to indemnification : as it

i The writings of those times charged the minister with very gross breach

of faith and base treachery, iti endeavouring to stimulate Imlh Austria and Uus-

iia against Prussia, while he was professing the greatest zeal for the security of

init prince ; but no authentic evidence is adduced to support the allegation Sec

History of the Minority, 1762, 1763, 1764, 1765.

p It has been frequently alleged by speculative politicians, that this very

removal of the French from our American colonies, by freeing them from the

apprehension of a foreign enemy, encouraged that proud and refractory spirit

vltieh ended in revolution. This, however, appears to be a fanciful hypothesis.

'- i.' Americans were morally certain that the French would join in supporting

disaffection, rebellion, and revolt, in order to annoy (ircnt II. -it;. in ; nnd they

could have contributed their assistance more easily and rxpeditiously if they had
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CHAP. would not only save us from the necessity of another war,

y^^^, increase our trade and revenue, and lower our debt, but

1762. permit our colonies to extend their commerce and popula

tion. The population of the colonies had of late very

rapidly advanced, and the increase of trade with the mo

ther country had been proportionate. North America

itself would soon afford a demand for our manufactures,

and employ almost all the working hands in England.

They expatiated on the immense resources to commerce

which must arise from the possession of the American con

tinent; and argued, that, great as commercial advantages

are, they ought not to be the sole consideration, but that

number of subjects and extent of territory, contributed no

less to the greatness of an empire. France, they said,

would never agree to a considerable cession in the West

Indie-s, where the importance of our possessions depended

on the North American colonies, from which they derived

their principal provisions and other supplies, and that com

merce fully compensated for our inferiority in West India

productions. They, contended, that the faints -which the

opposite party had proposed to contest, were not of sujji*

dent importance to justify the continuance of the war on

their account. The king of Prussia we had supported as

long as he was likely to be overwhelmed by enemies ; but

now, by his peace with Sweden and Russia, and by the

neutrality of France, he had to contend with Austria only,

for which he was fully a match. It was the interest of

Britain to save Prussia from destruction, but not to pro

mote her ambition.

THE impartial historian, however, who is totally unin

terested in the contentions of parties, must differ from

both ministry and opposition. On the subject of Prussia,

ministers appeared to have judged prudently, as the rea

son for defending Frederic was the maintenance of the

balance of Europe ; when that ceased to be in danger,

policy no longer required the waste of our blood and trea

sure in his contests. Concerning the West Indies, our

cessions appear by far too great. The reasons alleged by

retained Hart of their North American settlements, than when totally deprived

of" those possessions. In short, this theory originates in French ingenuity, and

reasoning.
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ministers for the dereliction of such valuable possessions, CHAP.

were futile in the present situation and relative force of Ul-the parties. According to their allegations, France -would 1762

not give up WHAT SHE HAD ACTUALLY LOST ; but" if

Britain insisted on the reservation, where were her means

of recovery ? The principle on which the cession was

justified, was contrary to magnanimous and wise policy.

A declared willingness to abandon momentous advantages,

rather than continue a contest to secure them when already

possessed, directly tended to make the adversary more

stubborn, and afforded an injurious example in future

contests. To a power transcentlant in resources, it can

never be a prudent reason for relinquishing valuable inte

rests, that they are not to be maintained without a strug

gle. Such conduct is really as contrary to pecuniary

economy on balancing accounts upon a large scale, as to

national dignity and honour. The abandonment of acqui

sitions affording to the possessor riches and naval strength,

tended, as was foreseen, to furnish France with the means

of maintaining another war whenever a favourable oppor

tunity offered. It was unnecessary to expatiate on the

advantages which we secured by our acquisitions in North

America, as a reason for giving up the West Indies ;

such being our power, that we could not only have ob

tained, but enforced both. Our great efforts had certainly

exposed us to considerable difficulties, and lord Bute had

been uniformly anxious to terminate the war. Peace was

desirable ; but the peace concluded was not so honourable

OF- advantageous as Britain could have dictated, and con

tained in itself the seeds of dissolution. The definitive

treaty was signed on the lOth of February 1763, and I™5

terminated a war begun by boundless ambition, in which

defeat and disaster paid the price of impolitic rapacity,

and repeated the lesson which former hostilities had so

awfully inculcated, that France, seeking the extension of

territory and the augmentation of commerce and naval

power, by attacking England, employed the most effectual

means to prevent the attainment of her purpose.

THE peace of Fountainbleau, however, though cer

tainly by no means the best which Britain might have

concluded in the existing circumstances, produced againbt
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CHAP. its framers obloquy and invectives which they did not

.—^^. deserve. It was openly and loudly asserted, that the earl

1763. of Bute entertained the ancient Scotch partiality for

France, and intentionally betrayed his king and country.*1

It was very plainly insinuated, that the duke of Bedford

had been actually bribed by the court of Versailles to

conclude a peace on such terms.' Improbable as these

charges were in their nature, and totally unsupported by

any extrinsic evidence, yet during the public ferment they

obtained very general credit. The tide of popular odium

ran extremely high : demagogues never fail to increase

the fury of a populace already inflamed, and on the present

occasion an additional subject was not long wanting. The

war had made a prodigious increase in the encumbrances

of the country, and there was such an arrear of floating

debt as to render a very large loan necessary ; the people,

however, could not so clearly see the necessity of taxes

being no less, requisite at the conclusion, than during the

continuance of an expensive war. While exulting in vic

tory, and elated with hopes of crushing their ancient

enemyT they did not repine at expense ; but now such

flattering expectations were terminated by a peace, which

was generally disapproved. Ministers were aware, that

in such a disposition no scheme of supply would be well

. received. They therefore determined to impose as few

taxes as the public service could possibly admit. The

nation, they contended, was exhausted, and it was there

fore necessary to repair our finances by the most rigid

economy. In pursuance of this plan, they proposed to

raise the supplies, first, by taking 2,000,OOOl. out of the

sinking fund; secondly, by issuing l,8OO,OOOl. in exche

quer bills ; thirdly, by borrowing 2,800,OOOl. on annui

ties ; and, lastly, by two lotteries for 350,OOOl. each. The

rest of the supplies were necessarily raised by taxes. The

principle of taxation under the Bute ministry was, to sub

ject luxuries, and not necessaries, to imposts for the exi

gencies of the state. The luxuries of the lower ranks

are, on the whole, a much more productive source of

revenue, than those of the higher ; it was therefore expe-'l Sec North Briton, and Junitis's Letters to the duke of Bedford".'

r Sec Junius's Letter to the duke of Bedford.
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dient to include the poor as well as the rich : there were CHAP.

taxes upon beer, ale, and porter directly, and indirectly t^r^>^

in that upon malt; as well as upon wine, on which, in 1763

this session, an additional duty was imposed. Cyder Cyder tax.

hitherto had been subject to no impost; it was judged

expedient this year to tax that beverage, though in a less

proportion than ale and porter, to which in its nature, and

in the situation of its principal consumers, it was held

most analogous ; and to levy it by the same mode, an excise.

Those who examine the nature and operation of different

modes of levying taxes, can very easily perceive, that

excise is less burdensome to the consumer than any

equivalent raised in customs. Customs, though advanced

by the merchant^ must ultimately fall on the consumer ; as

dic merchant must not only be reimbursed, .but have a

profit on all his advance, it follows, that the earlier in

trade customs are paid for any commodity, the heavier

they must fall on the consumer. The excise being levied

on commodities in use, and paid by the consumer, does

not require him to reimburse the merchant for his ad

vance, nor to contribute to his profits. But in customs,

the tax being involved in the price of the commodity, is

not felt as a tax; whereas excise is immediately felt, and,

though really lighter, is imagined to be heavier.* From

this unfounded supposition, excise is a much more un

popular mode of taxation, than customs. Two circum

stances add to the unpopularity of this species of tax—'

the accessary procedure of the tax gatherers, and the

established mode of trial. The visits of excise officers, it

is alleged, are inconsistent with the rights of an English

man, according to which his house is his castle ; yet it is

obvious, that there are many other instances in which that

eastle must be entered for the public good. The next is,

the summary process before commissioners, instead of

trial by jury ; which is really mercy, and not severity, to

delinquents. The expense and delay of prosecutions,

either by action or indictment, would fall infinitely heavier

on defendants, th:m this expeditious manner of ascer-

'taining the mutter in dispute.l The excise is a much

s Sec Or Smith's Wealth of Nations.

tSce ISlackstnuc's Commentaries, b. iv. p. Oil.

VOL. I. LI
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CH.XF. more effectual mode of preventing contraband dealing,

,_--. than customs ; and therefore smugglers are much more

1763. interested in abetting the unpopularity to which it it

liable from vulgar and inveterate prejudices. From all

these causes, every scheme for extending the excise has

never failed to excite great opposition and tumult in this

country. Sir Robert Walpole's famous scheme, firmly as

he was established by the favour of the king and the great

whig confederacy, had nearly cost him his place, and

was obliged to be abandoned. The enmity to the excise

was still undiminished, and was likely to exert itself with

redoubled fury against a minister otherwise so unpopular.

The cyder tax in itself appears to have been as lair and

equitable as any that could have been devised ; it merely

made those who chose to regale themselves with a distil

lation from apples, contribute to the revenue, as well as

those who chose to regale themselves with a distillatiom

from barley : its prudence, however, was questionable.

Great and able statesmen will not be deterred from plans

of national benefit, by the misapprehension of popular

prejudices and ignorance; because they know, that,

though some of their acts may incur censure, their general

measures and conduct, which command the veneration of

their countrymen, will ultimately prevail over occasional

disapprobation. But lord Bute must have been aware,

that he was not an object of veneration, since no pains

were spared to convince him, that by the majoritv of

Englishmen he was regarded with abhorrence and con

tempt; that he was the last man who could overbear

popular prejudice, however sound the argument might be

to justify his financial measures. It was therefore im

politic in him to propose, and still more unwise inflexibly

to pursue, this tax, though in itself unobjectionable. He

however did persist; and, strong as the opposition™ was

ll The ablest opponent ofthis tat was Mr. Vitt. That rtatcsinan denied *h

general position of i

resources for carry!

incumhrances Oa tli

richt, our wisf.t jio,

hetisive gmuts to ad

russing in delail the

tax, aguiust uhich he directed lire force 'Jl his eloquence. Mr. <»renvilie n

imswcr conteinlod that it wjts unavoidal'Si- \Vhcro (a;iid hu) ca;i wclsy another

linisters, that tlie uation was rxhausted. There were still

'g ou the war longer, and much more tOwards Henring off

peace. As we were necessarily involved in an bninensft

fv irt such circuinstunc(*s would nr, hy liheral and comjtre-

I as much us possible to the national income. A'ter dis-

piher parts of the financial scheme, he came to the cyder



BEFGN OF GEORGE III; . .25,g

fi both houses, loud and violent as the clamours were CHAP,

throughout the kingdom, the bill passed into a law. In .^v^.

pamphlets and periodical publications, and in all popular ,763

meetings in the city of London, which were entirely

directed by opposition, this act was represented as part of

a general scheme formed by lord Bute for plundering

England, to gratify the rapacity of Scotchmen/ and for

establishing arbitrary power.

WHILE the minister was by numbers considered, and Unexpeet-

by many more represented, as meditating the most destruc- JjonrosfIBn""

live designs to be effected by his power, to the surprise of lord Bute,

the public, as soon as his financial measures''were passed,

he relinquished his employment, " Having (he said) resto-

" red peace to the world, performed his engagements, and

" established a connexion so strong as no longer to need his

" assistance, he would now depart to the domestic and lite-

" rary retirement which he loved."

FEW ministers have been more generally hated than

lord Bute was by the English nation ; yet, if we estimate

his conduct from facts, without being influenced by local

or temporary prejudices, we can by no means find just

grounds for the odium which he incurred. It is true, an

impartial reviewer can find nothing in his political charac

ter to justify the praises of some of his supporters, but

still less will be found to justify the obloquy of many of

his satirists. As a war minister, though his plans disco

vered little of original genius, and naturally proceeded

from the measures of his predecessor, the general state of

our resources, the conquests achieved, and the disposition

of our fleets and armies, yet they were judicious ; the

agents appointed to carry them' into execution were selected

with discernment, and the whole result was successful.

His desire of peace, after so long and burdensome a war,

was laudable, but perhaps too eagerly manifested. As a

negotiator, he did not procure the best terms, which, from

Jai of cqinl efficiency ? does Mr. Pitt tell u* where mrc can lay another -tax.

Me several time repeated, " Tell me a here you can lay another tax!" Mr.

Pitt replied Io him in a musical tone, in the wonts of a favourite snr,f>, " (ientle

shepherd tell me where ?" Mr. Grenviile ever uftcrwardi retained the denom

ination ofgentle shepherd.

r See North Briton, No 43 ; Churchill's Poems; History of the Minority ;

and other popular writings of the time.
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CIIAl'. out; superiority, might have been obtained. His project

111 of finance," in itself unobjectionable, derived its impolicy

j-6, from the-- unpopularity of his administration. Exposed

from unfounded prejudices to calumny, he deserved and

earned dislike by his haughty deportment. The manners

which custom might have sanctioned from an imperious

chi' ftain to his servile retainers in a remote corner of the

island, did not suit the independent spirit of the English

metropolis. The respectable mediocrity of his talents

with the suitable attainments, and his decent moral charac

ter, deserved an esteem which his manners precluded.

Since he could not, like Pitt, command by superior genius,

he ought, like the duke of Newcastle, to have conciliated

by affable demeanour. His partisans have praised the

tenacity of lord Bute in his purposes ; a quality which,

guided by wisdom in the pursuit of right objects, and

combined with power to render success ultimately probable.,

js magnanimous firmness 5 but without these requisites, is

stubborn obstinacy. No charge has been more frequently

made against lord Bute, than that he was a promoter of

arbitrary principles and measures. This is an accusation

for which its supporters could find no grounds in his parti

cular acts j they endeavoured, therefore, to establish their

assertion by circuitous arguments. 'Lord Bute had been

the means of dispossessing the whig connexion of power,

and had given Scotchmen appointments which were for

merly held by the friends of the duke of Newcastle. To

impartial investigation, however, it appears evident that

lord Bute merely preferred himself, as a minister, to the

duke of Newcastle : if we examine his particular nomi

nations, we shall find that he neither exalted the friencl.

of liberty nor despotism, but ///* own friends. It woui

probably have been better for this country had lord Luie

never been minister; but all the evils that may be traced

to that period did not necessarily proceed from his mea

sures, as many of them flowed from circumstances over

which he had no control. Candour must allow that the

comprehensive principle on which his majesty resolved to

v His loan was much censured, as niTonting extravagant terms to the

lender, and In sUnving the principal shares upon Switchmen. This charge

however, though in styuc measure true, was greatly exaggerated.
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govern, was liberal and meritorious, though patriotism CHAP.

may regret that he was not more fortunate in his first lil

choice. The administration of lord Bute teaches nn ^^"

instructive lesson, that no man can be long an effectual

minister of this country, who will not occasionally attend,

not only to the w.-11-founded judgment, but also to the

prejudices, of Englishmen.
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CHAP. IV.

George Grenvillc prime minister Violent -writings.—

North Briton.—yohn Wilkes—his character.—Proceed

ings against him.—Outcry against minister,?.—Wilkes

engrosses the chief attention of the public.—Meeting of

parliament.—Animadversions on Mr. Wilkes—he is expel

led the commons—in the lords charged by the earl of

Sandwich rvithan impious andimmoral libel—withdraws

into France to avoid prosecution—is outlawed.—His

cause continues popular.—Prejudices against Scotchmen.

—Churchill's satires.—Question on the legality ofgene

ral warrants.—Waved by a ministerial majority.—Mr.

Grenville's character and schemes offinance.—His mea

sures for the suppression of smuggling—he intimates a

project of taxing America.—Marriage of the prince of

BruiKwick to the princess Augusta ofEngland.—Prince

Frederic, the king's second son, appointed bishop

of Osnuburg.—Session rises.—Affairs of Europe.—

France experiences the effect of her impolitic tears.—

Pccuniari/ embarrassments and refractory parliaments.—Beginning spirit of liberty Austria.—Prussia.—Catharine of Russia.—Election of the king of Poland.

—Joseph, heir of Austria, chosen king of the Romans.

American colonies.—Effect of the minister's intimation

vi the colonies.—Meeting of parliament:—The minis

ter's plan for levying stamp duties on America—im

portant debates in parliament thereon—opposed on hvo

grounds, right and expediency—represented as a dan

gerous innovation against beneficial experience—pasted

into a law.—Stamp act, an important epoch in history.—

Ferment in the colonies,—-Massachusetts bay takes the

lead in opposition, and instigates concerted resistance.

—Annexation of the Isle of Man to the crown of Great

Britain.—Indisposition of the king.—Bill for a regency

in case of a minority.—Ministers lose the favour ofthe

court—are dismissed from administration.
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ON the resignation of lord Bute, the honoura- CHAP.

ble George Grenville, brother of earl Temple, became

prime minister; lords Egremont and Halifax continued ,-.. ,

secretaries of state ; and the earl of Sandwich was Mr. Gren-

' . . ,iri i • i • i c -nil ""e prime

appointed first lord ol the admiralty, in the room ot Mr. minister.

Grenville. As the present ministers were all intimately

connected with lord Bute, it was believed that his influ

ence continued to predominate, and that his maxims were

still adopted. Party rage increased in virulence, and the

press teemed with invective. During the administration

of lord Bute, government had appeared totally indifferent

to these attacks; but an essay published a few days after

his retirement, changed its plan. One of the most abu

sive assailants of the late minister had been the North

Briton, which was begun in the preceding year, and being'

continued periodically, had, at the resignation of lord

Bute, sent forty-four numbers into the world; and to this

work, the celebrated Mr. Wilkts was an occasional

contributor.

JOHN WILKES, esq. member for Aylesburv, was .Toha

a man of ready ingenuity, versatile talents, taste, and wilkc?-

classical erudition ; he was distinguished for wit and plea

santry, and surpassed most men as an entertaining and

•ngaging companion. He was not, however, eminent as-

a senator or a lawgiver; he was extremely dissipated; as

indifferent to religion as to morals, and to his pecuniary

circumstances as to either." Prodigality had ruined his

fortune, and profligacy his character. Bankrupt in cir

cumstances and reputation, he had applied to lord Bute

to extricate him from his difficulties. His character was

so notorious, that a statesman who regarded religion and

morality could not patronise him, though he might have

easily rendered him a tool. Wilkes in revenge became a

laming patriot, inveighed against the attacks upon our

rights and liberties, and against the unprincipled wicked

ness of the rulers; and the North Briton was one of the The North

chief vehicles of 'his animadversions. The observations nWli'

and arguments in this work were merely declamatory

i The rharscter of Mr. Wilkcsis accurately, justly, and severely drnvrn,

ia t celebrated publication of those times, entitled, the Adventures of a Guinea,

aaLia.
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CHAP. invectives, and the echoes of vulgar pfejudices, which

nothing hut popular prepossession could have preserved

1763 from contempt. That abuse which preceding North Bri

tons had poured out against lord Bute and Scotchmen,

No. 45. had the audacity to direct with increased scurrility

against the sovereign. The matter was false and absurd ;

the language used by a subject to a sovereign, was totally

unworthy of the pen of a gentleman : the wickedness of

the intention, and insolence of the address, deserved

detestation ; but the frothy feebleness of the execution

ought to have overwhelmed that sentiment in contemptuous

neglect. The course which ministry pursued, gave a

consequence both to the paper and its author which the

intrinsic merit of either would never have attained. On

No. 45. the 23d of April 1763, this number was published, and it

was no sooner perused by ministry, than a council was

called, and an immediate prosecution proposed. The

chief justice Mansfield declared his disapprobation of that

mode of procedure : " I am (he said) decidedly against

" the prosecution : his consequence will die away if you

" let him alone ; but by public notice of him, you will

" increase that consequence;, which is the very thing he

" covets, and keeps in full view." The contrary opinion,

however, prevailed ; and on the 26th, a warrant was

issued for seizing the authors, printers, and publishers of

Wiikc* is the North Briton, No. 4-5. By the law, a general war-

apprehen- rant to apprenenci an persons suspected, without specially

naming or describing any person, was illegal, and, to use

Blackstone's words, " void for its uncertainty ; for it is

" the duty of the MAGISTRATE, and ought not to be left

" to the officer, to judge of the ground of suspicion."7

But this mode of procedure, though it was inconsistent

, ,

' partienluHy specified in the warrant. XVhen
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frith written law, had all the sanctions which it could CHAP.

derive from precedent. It had been used ever since the

revolution, and by the successive whig administrations ,7fi3

from that time, had never before been called arbitrary,

and indeed was nothing but an irregularity. Mr. Wilkes

refused to comply with the warrant, but was at last com

pelled to accompany the messengers to the secretary of

state's office ; he was committed to the Tower, HIS PAPERS «nd his pa-

WERE SEIZED, and admission to him was strictly prohib- leYzed!^

ited, until a mption was made in the court of common

pleas for a writ of habeas corpus; by virtue of which,

on the 3d of May, he was brought into Westminster

hall. That they might have time to form an opinion upon

so important a case, the judges deferred decision till the

6th, on which day the lord chief justice Pratt delivered

an opinion that did not, as is commonly alleged, declare

general warrants to be illegal, but the warrant in question

to be void, on a specific ground, the privilege of parlia

ment. Members of the legislature are exempted from arrest,

except in three cases, treason, felony, and breach of the

peace ; and as neither of these applied to the charge He n dis-

against Mr. Wilkes, he was released by the court. This °h*rKed

6 ' ' fro;r. cnn-

liberation, on account of parliamentary privilege, was by finemcnt.

the popular party construed to be a victory gained by an

oppressed individual over an arbitrary government, wish

ing to crush constitutional liberty. The day before his

release, in consequence of an order from the secretary of

state to earl Temple, lord lieutenant of Buckinghamshire,

he was discharged from the command of the militia of the

county; and the attorney general was directed to commence

a prosecution against him for a libel.1 Mr. Wtlk.:s not

only refused to answer the information which the law offi

cer filed, but on the other hand brought an action against

zLord Tr.mnlc having supported Mr. Wilkes in combating the prosecutions

carried on at the in«Unce of ministers, his lordship also, in officially announcing

ibe dismissal of Mr. VVilkes from the militia, expressed regret for the loss sus

tained by the county from this resolution. The conduet of lord Temple was so

disagreeable to his majesty'!! counsellors, including his lordship's own brother

Mr. Grcnvillc, that he was discharged from the lord lieutenancy of Bucking

hamshire. His lordship continued to support Wilkes ; but il was evidently on

-.•••'nil, i of his political prosecution, and not from an approbation of his private

conduet and charaeter. See History of the Minority ; Universal and Heinle-

man's Magaaines for I7«ri.

VOL. I Mm
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CHAP. Mr. Wood, under secretary of state, for seizing h«

i^-v^~. papers, and procured a verdict, with a thousand pounds

1/63. damages, and full costs of suit. He also commenced aprocess against lord Halifax, which, however, subsequentpopular occurrences abated. The proceedings relative to Mr.

«am"in"hii Wilkes during the year 1763, occupied the principal

favpur. attention of the whole nation. The popular party repre

sented him as the champion of liberty, and the object ofpersecution on account of his patriotism. Anti-ministe

rial writers directed their efforts almost exclusively to thepraises of Wilkes, and the abuse of his prosecutors.

Kvery publication of which he was the subject, was read

, with astonishing avidity. Not the populace merely, butmen of real talents and virtue, though they detested hisprofligacy, considering the freedom of Englishmen asviolated in his person, associated the idea of WILKEs

AND LIBERTY. ,

WILKES was not slow in availing himself of the popu

lar opinion in his favour. He set up a printing press, and

published the proceedings against him at one guinea a

copy ; by the extraordinary sale of which, he procured a

degree of affluence to which he had been long unaccus

tomed, and a degree of importance which he could never

Otherwise have established. Finally, he expressed his

resolution of making the proceedings against him a sub

ject of formal complaint in parliament.

State of THE ministers who now conducted public affairs were

the mini*- if not in talents, at least in influence and estima

tion. Their supposed dependence prevented both respect

and popularity ; and the proceedings against Mr. Wilkes,

which were presumed to originate with lord Bute, render

ed his conceived tools hateful as a body, however merito

rious some of the members were individually accounted.

George Grenville, a man of sound understanding, with a.

resolute heart, and fair and unimpeached integrity, had

been, during the greater part of his public life, the friend

and partisan of his brother-in-law Mr. Pitt; and, though

deserving of respect and influence on his own account, had

been indebted for actual consideration to his connexion

with that illustrious character. His personal importance

was by no means sufficient to give strength and stability
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(« a political party, especially to an administration having CHAP.

such formidable opponents. Of his colleagues in office,

lord Egremont, by his abilities, experience, and reputation, irG3

possessed the greatest weight. Of this statesman's assis

tance, he, on the 21st of August, was deprived by death ;

and the cabinet was now reckoned extremely feeble and

inefficient.

THE object of the king uniformly was, to employ poli- overtnrM

tical ability and virtue in the government of the nation,

without regard to party. The first statesman of the -king

dom had withdrawn from the cabinet ; and to recal his

most efficacious talents into the executive service of his

country, was the benignant wish of our sovereign. He

accordingly made application to Mr. Pitt, and an interview

took place on the 27th of August. The patriot being con-

lufted respecting measures and men, delivered his opinion

fr«ely and explicitly; that, in the circumstances and opin

ions of the times, it would be expedient for the insurance

ef public confidence, to restore the great whig families to a

attain share of that power from which they had been

recently driven, and their deprivation of which had caus

ed such alarms in the country. The king did not object

to those general propositions, and appointed Mr. Pitt to a

second interview on the 29th, to enter into particular

arrangements. On the intervening day, Mr. Pitt con

ferred with the chief whig leaders, and his own political

friends, concerning the persons who should constitute the

new cabinet, and a plan was formed. The day following,

he met the king at the appointed hour, and laid befor*

him the names of his proposed coadjutors. His majesty,

desirous of the services of Mr. Pitt Individually, was wil

ling to admit in conjunction with him certain members of

the whig party ; but, true to the policy with which he had

set out, would not surrender the whole direction of hii

affairs to a combination : he therefore proposed a plan

which should, together with Mr. Pitt and some of those

'whom he recommended, extend to others. Mr. Pitt ap

pears to have adhered to his first opinion, and the king to

have persevered in his determination not to yield to so

exclusive a svstem of administration. Th? conference
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broke off,* and Mr. Pitt and his friends did not become a.

part of the ministry. Having failed in the attempt to pro-

cure the ministerial services of Mr. Pitt on admissible

terms, his majesty bestowed a considerable share of power

on the duke of Bedford and his partisans, making the duke

himself president of the council. The accession of the

numerous connexions of the Bedford family gave Mr.

Grenville an assurance of a parliamentary majority, which

enabled ministers to carry their projects into execution.

Mating of THE session opened in November. His majesty hav-

parim- ing in his speech exhorted parliament to cultivate the bles

sings of peace, to improve the acquisitions which they had

made, to extend the commerce, increase the revenue, and

reduce the debt of the country ; in the close, he strongly

inculcated the necessity of domestic union and the repres

sion ol licentiousness. Before the speech could be taken

into consideration, the ministe^ delivered a message front

the king to the following effect: •" That his majesty hav-

" ing been informed that John Wilkes esq. a member of

" that house, was the author of a most seditious and dan-

"-gerous libel, he had caused the said John Wilkes esq. t»

" be apprehended and secured, in order to take his trial in

" due course of law : and Mr. Wilkes having been dis-

" charged out of custody by the court of common pleas, on

" account or his privilege as a member of that house, and

" having since refused to answer to an information filed

" against him by the attorney general, his majesty,«desirous

" to show all possible attention to the privileges of the house

" of commons, and at the same time solicitous not to suffer

" the public justice of the kingdom to be eluded, had chosen

" to direct the said libel, and also copies of the examina-

" tions upon which Mr. Wilkes was apprehended and

" secured, to be laid before them."

THE ground which administration took in supporting

the proceedings relating to Mr. Wilkes was, a proposition

to ctnsure a work as false, scandalous, and seditious, the

merits of which were actually before a court of justice;

and that very day Mr. Greuville proposed the following

n Various report were dim-minuted concerning this negotiation. Thedo-

ruments mi «hirh it '• hiefly rests, ia tht Ic-tlcr ofloril Hardwieke to his ton lord

Uovston, niters arils published.
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resolution: "That the paper entitled the North Uriton, CHAP.

" No. 45. is a false, scandalous, and seditious libel against

" his majesty and both houses of parliament, manifestly 17SJ

" tending to alienate the affections of the people from his

u majesty, to withdraw them from their obedience to the

" laws, and to excite them to traitorous insurrection." In

supporting this motion, the friends of ministers expatia

ted on the nature and mischievous tendency of seditious

libels, demonstrated the calumnious falsehoods of the

work in question, contended that they were fitted to

estrange the affections of the people from the king and

legislature, and that therefore the author deserved the

strongest marks of censure that could he passed by the

house. Opposition, endeavouring to extenuate the offence

of Mr. Wilkes, contended, that he had been already treat

ed with such illegality and harshness as amounted to per

secution ; that the decisions of the court had already shown

his treatment to have been oppressive ; and that his offence,

whatever might be its nature or heinousness, was now be

fore the judicature of his country, whose judgment it did

not become a branch of the legislature either to anticipate

or to influence by interference.

THE resolution was carried by a great majority ; and Pr*«ee4-

immediately after it was resolved that No. 45. of the North '^^

Briton should be burned by the hands of the common Wilke*.

hangman ; and the lords, in a conference, agreed to the

resolution, and to the sentence. On the 26th of Novem

ber both houses joined in an address, expressing their

indignation at the contumely with which his majesty was

treated in the libel, and at the outrage which had been

offered to every branch of the legislature. The next ques

tion relative to Mr. Wilkes was, the extent of parliament

ary privilege. Ministry moved, that the pr'voUcge ofpar

liament does not extend to seditious libels. Opposition

argued, that many authorities in law, particularly the late

decision in the court of common pleas, established the.

extension of parliamentary privilege to every case, except

treason, felony, and breach of the peace-. Mr. Pitt

declared his abhorrence of the paper in question to be

as great as any man's, " but (said he) let the author

4' be punished in due course of law, according to th<;
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CHAP. " amount of his guilt. Do not let us sacrifice the privi*

" leges of parliament, and subject every man to the danger

17M " of imprisonment who may happen to write against min-

" istry. A member of parliament possesses the privilege

" claimed by Mr. Wilkes, and admitted by the court of

" common pleas ; but if an offender wished to shelter him-

" self under his privileges, the house, from its regard to

" justice, would deliver him up to prosecution." The

friends of ministry, in reply to the argument, from legal

authorities endeavoured to prove, that a libel was a much

more hurtful offence than what are usually called breaches

of the peace, and even than several species of felony. The

privilege of parliament was intended merely to prevent a

member from being distracted in his attention to national

business, by litigations concerning his private property,

but not to prove a protection for crimes. The resolution,

after undergoing a very violent contest, was passed, and

carried also in the house of lords. During these proceed

ings, a personal altercation between Mr. Wilkes and Mr.

Martin, member for Camelford, produced a duel, in which

Mr. Wilkes was wounded ; and the house delayed farther

proceedings until he should be able to attend.

176*. IN the christmas vacation he retired into France.On the 19th of January 1764, the last adjourned day

for farther proceedings against him, the house received

certificates from French surgeons, that, from his wound,

he was unable to return to England ; but, conceiving this

excuse to be an unfounded pretence,1" they proceeded with

his case. On the 29th of January it was proposed, " That

*•' John Wilkes, esq. member for Aylesbury, being guilty of

" writing and publishing the North Briton, be expelled this

house." In this debate, opposition was very moderate ; the

evidence was so unquestionable, that the most patriotic

members could not conscientiously support the cause of

Wilkes. Disapprobation of the proceedings of ministry

as illegal and violent, was not incompatible with a thorough

conviction of the wickedness of the paper in question, and

the unfitness of the author to hold a place in the house of

h He hail pone to Paris alter hia wound; and his return thence, it \raa

rdieiultal, rould not lie more impraeticable than his journey thither.
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commons; the question was therefore carried in the affir- CHAP.

native, and Mr. Wilkes was expelled the house. v^-v^^

THE same day that he was deprived of his seat in the (764.

assembly of the commons, he underwent an accusation Ht-isex-

r i " IT i- . • ' r j ii- j pelled the

irom the peers. He had written, and privately dispersed, house.

a book, entitled, An Essay on Woman, being a burlesque

•n Pope's Essay on Man, and consisting of obscene and

blasphemous ribaldry. To this production he had sub

joined notes, stated in the title page to be written by

bishop Warburton, so eminent for learning and virtue.

The man who first declared his abhorrence of such an

offence against decency and piety, was the earl of Sand

wich, His lordship had recently been extremely intimate

with Mr. Wilkes, and had at the very time thoroughly

established a character, of which holiness and virtue were

not constituents ; but he was extremely active in procuring

evidence to fix this publication upon Mr. Wilkes, in order

to bring to condign punishment the violator of morality

and religion.*1 His own habits of intercourse,' and sources

9f information, peculiarly fitting his lordship for bringing

such flagitiousness to light, he procured a copy of the

work, and complained of it in the house of peers, as a

flagrant outrage against the most sacred duties both to

God and man. The peers, on the slightest inspection,

saw that it was an infamous performance ; and, in tht;

attack upon the venerable, excellent, and illustrious prelate,

an evident breach of the privileges of the lords ; they

therefore addressed his majesty to give directions for

prosecuting the author. He was accordingly indicted for

blasphemy, while the proceedings respecting the libel were

pending; and, on the 21st of February, tried before lord

Mansfield, for republishing the North Briton, with notes ;

and on the same day, for printing and publishing the

Essay on Woman. Not returning to receive sentence, he

e 1 am aware that the Essay on Woman has heen ascribed to a different

author; but the proof then adduced fixed it on Mr. Wilkes.

i The earl of Chesterfield, in a letter to his son, appears to think enual

«reditduc to the patriotic commoner, and to the holy peer. " Happy (snysne)

i« it for this nation, that (iod hath been pleased to raise up in Mr. Wilkes a

patriotic defender of our rights and liberties, and in the earl of Sandwich so

lealousa defender of our religion and morals."

« The popular writings ol the times on this occasion, appliesl to (lie peer a

fictitious character, (.".ken from a verr celebrated performance.
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CHAP was outlawed ; the suits carried on against thft two secre-

taries of course abated ; and Wilkes himsHt mip;!u ha*«

1764.

Retire*

been forgotten, if another ministry had not rekindled the

IMO exile Popular flame.

THE votaries of a favourite hypothesis endeavoured to

make every fact and case bend to their theory. The

people still considered Bute as the real director of affairs,

and imputed to' his arbitrary principles the acts of the

Grenville administration, which they represented as uncon

stitutional and tyrannical. If considered impartially, the

arrest by general warrant is found to be a mere adoption

by this ministry, of the mode followed by all ministries

since the revolution. From such a procedure, therefore,

no inference can be justly drawn that their .intentions were

tyrannic;il ; but their conduct was certainly irregular, and

was al-o very unnecessary. If, as a member of parlia

ment, Air. Wilkes was subject to any warrant for a^ibel,

he was amenable to a special as well as a general warrant.

To have arrested, him in the legal way, would have been

as easy 'and expeditious as in the illegal. Mr. Wilkes's

conduct in itself was a gross violation of law, but to its

cognizance the courts of law were fully competent. While

it was before these tribunals, it did not appear consistent

with either the justice of the minister to propose, or of

parliament to adopt, measures that might tend to a preju-dication of the case. Conviction must have ensued on

such criminality, established by indubitable proofs; and

the house might have then proceeded with much greater

propriety to censure or punish the author. The impartial

historian, though he find in the prosecutors of Wilkes no

designs or intentions hostile to constitutional liberty, must

perceive, that a considerable part of their conduct was

totally inconsistent with prudence, with the stability of

their own power, and with the tranquillity of government.

Wilkes hud before been little known, except for his profli

gacy ; the ministers raised him to eminence; discontent

was before very great, and the proceedings against him

in :n!.- it spread with accelerated rapidity. Though not

justly deemed tyrannical, the prosecution of Wilkes by

the Grenville administration, was unwise at .the time, and

injurious in its consequences.
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. UKK.N OF 6F.OUGE III. 373THOUGH Mr. Wilkes was himself retired from the CHAP.

political stage, questions resulting from his case continued .^^-^

to occupy parliament, and to agitate the public mind. ,7^

Members of opposition now proposed the question of Question

i • , r ' i • r concerning

general warrants in an abstract icrm, merely ns a point of general

constitutional law, without s-eming to involve in it any Wurr*nts'

particular case. On the 14th of February, sir William

Meredith moved a resolution, stating, " that a general

" warrant for apprehending and seizing the authors, prin

ters, and publishers of a seditious libel, together with

" their papers, is not warranted by law." Ministry con

ducted themselves with great dexterity concerning this

question ; for they kept aloof from the position itself, and

diil not support the legality of such warrants, " The house

u of commons," they said, " being only a part, .and not

" the whole of the legislature, cannot declare law legisla-

" lively ; and not being a court of judicature, cannot

" declare it judicially : the assumption of such a power

" would introduce confusion into the courts of law. The

"judges considered themselves as to be guided only by the

" whole legislature. If the commons were to declare the Argur

" law, their declarations might be different from what the '' '

" king and parliament had pronounced. In the present

" case, it would produce not onl) general confusion, but

" particular injustice. There was a bill of exemptions

" depending before the ordinary judges, on the alleged

" ilk-g.ility of general warrants ; and the proposed reso-

41 lution would in a great degree prejudge the cause. It

" would condemn men who acted upon the most numerous

"precedents, and of the best times; men whose known

" characters, and the tenor of whose conduct, had secured

" them from every suspicion of an ill intention to liberty.

" Though the words of the resolution extended only to

" the case of libel, yet the spirit of it would apply to all

" cases whatsoever. Such warrants hud often been pro-

'* ductive of the greatest good, and had nipped in the bud

" the most dangerous conspiracies. If general warrants

" are illegnl, await the determination of the courts ; if

" the decisions of the courts ace not satisfactory, declare

" the law by act of parliament."

VOL. I. N n
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THE supporters of the motion argued on the illegality

and oppressive tendency of the process by a general war-

rant. Such a mode left a discretionary power over the

liberty of the subject ; not only to magistrates, whose

knowledge, wisdom, and value of their reputation, might

moderate the exertion of their arbitrary authority ; but to

the inferior officers of justice, often the most ignorant and

profligate of mankind. The argument from precedent

could not justify what was contrary to law. Cases, it was

admitted, might occur, in which necessity would justify

general warrants ; as in time of war and public danger,

when issued against the persons and interests of the

enemy, they might be requisite for the preservation of the

country, Mr, Pitt, in a speech on the subject, acknow

ledged that he had signed two of them himself, though

aware of their illegality, because he would risk his head

for the puLlic safety : but in the case of a libel, there was

no such necessity; every purpose of public justice might

be fully obtained by the regular process of law. The

house of commons neither pretended to be the whole of

the legislative body, nor a court of judicature; but it was

their undoubted right, confirmed by clear and unequivocal

precedent, to censure every illegal practice, not thereby

declaring law, but admonishing courts of justice and

executive officers to keep within the limits of law as

already established.

MINISTERS proposed an amendment, stating the con

stant and uncensured practice of officers. They moved

that the question, so amended, should be adjourned to that

day four months ; that is, should be actually dismissed ;

and a motion to that effect was carried by two hundred

and thirty-four against two hundred and twenty/

WE have hitherto been considering acts of adminis

tration which appear to have resulted from their united

counsels; we now come to measures, in which the lead

f Among those who voted -with opposition on the present occasion «*s

general Conway, who was presently niter 'li!*ndsscd from the command of a

fegiment, and other military as well as 'civil employments. This iu-t was

severely censured in the ojipOMlinn writings o! the lime, and even by nutate*

conneeted with no parly. This dismismtl is the subjeet of several letters by

Horace Wnlpnlc, who also wrote a pamphlet u|lon the subject, entitled, " An

address to the public on ihc late dismissal of a general officer;" which is pub

lished in his works.
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tras taken by Mr. Grenville himself, belonging peculiarly CHAI*.

to his department, and deriving their nature and tendency

from his character. Mr. Grenville was a man of a clear

and sound understanding, of great parliamentary experi

ence, indefatigable application, and extensive knowledge,

especially in the laws of his country, in commerce, and in

finance. He had adopted an opinion, that the resources

of the country were in a very exhausted state ; that there

fore the chief business of a prime minister was to find out

in what way the' deficiencies might be supplied. His hisfiuan-

great object was, the improvement of the revenue without themes,

additional burdens on the country. With this view one

part of his policy was, to restrain smuggling of every

kind, that the established imports might be as productive

as possible : in the execution of his schemes he was very

active and successful ; and farther, to promote his pur

pose, he had recourse to the aid of the officers of the

navy. A number of small ships of war, with cutters and

tenders, were stationed on the coasts of Britain and Ire

land, and similar powers conferred on them with those

usually given to revenue officers. Those regulations were

a powerful restraint on contraband trade, and added

greatly to the productiveness of the revenue. Having

thus enlarged the products, he diminished expense by

rigid economy. He inquired into abuses which wasted

the public money, and by correcting them made great

savings ; in his bargains for the public with moneyed

men, he procured very advantageous terms, and was a most

frugal, faithful, and skilful steward to his country.

BY these means he was able in 1764, only one year

after the termination of so expensive a war, to come for

ward with a scheme of finance which precluded the neces

sity of additional taxes. One part of the debt was

1,800,0001. in exchequer bills, which were at a great dis

count. The bank contract was to be renewed ; Mr.

Grenville stipulated, that the bank should take 1,000,000^

of diese bills for two years, at an interest reduced by one

fourth ; and, at the same time, should pay a fine on the'

renewal of the contract of 100,0001. The residue of the

bills were renewed ; and another floating debt of 2,OOO,OOOl«

still remained; to its liquidation, the surplus of the sink-
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CHAP. ing fund was applied, and also 7OO,OOOl. the produce of

French prizes taken before the declaration of war. The

176*. savings of unnecessary expenses, the increased produc

tiveness of the revenue by the prevention of smuggling,

added to the funds before established, precluded the neces

sity, not only of a new loan and taxes, but even of a

lottery.

THE state of supply was laid before the commons on

the 20th of March, and the friends of ministry justly gave

it credit as a display of combined skill and economy ia

the administration of the revenue, and exuHed in the

effects which it produced ; nor were their praises contro

verted by opposition in parliament. The plan was, how

ever, strongly attacked in anti-ministerial publications, in

which it was attempted to be proved, that the statements

were fallacious, and the alleged savings frivolous ; but the

objections were chiefly founded upon hypotheses, while

the arguments in favour of the minister wire supported

by authentic documents ; and, indeed, an impartial re

viewer of this part of Mr. Grenville's ministry, must

allow him the praise due to a prudent and well informed

financier.

ficcruln- To promote hia favourite object, of increasing the

n'rev'en'iin- productiveness of revenue, Mr. Grenville extended the

smuggling, collecting powers of naval officers to America and the

West Indies. There was a clandestine trade carried on

between the English, and Spanish colonies, to the great

advantage of both, especially the former, and even of

Great Britain herself; because through this channel

British manufactures were introduced into the Spanish

settlements, and the returns were made principally in

gold and silver.* Though this traffic was not contrary

to the spirit of any act of parliament, yet the officers of

the navy appointed to prevent smuggling, not having

received definite instructions from home, put a stop to

the intercourse however beneficial : they seized indiscri

minately all the ships employed in this commerce, whether

belonging to fellow subjects or to foreigners. The North

Americans, who had found this trade extremely lucrative,

p Sec Stcdman's History of tfcc American T. ar, vol. i. p. 1 i.
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Murmured loudly at the fatal check which it thus received ; «H\P.

and Mr. Grenville's laudable desire of increasing the re- ' .

venue, being pursued too exclusively, produced measures i-6i

which, though not Very important in their financial opera

tions, were followed by political consequences of the high

est moment. He formed a plan to oblige the inhabitants

ef the American colonies to bear a share in the expense

necessary for their protection, by paying taxes to be im

posed by the British parliament. A distinction had

obtained in these provinces, between duties on the impor

tation and exportation of merchandise, and TAXKS. Cus

toms had been imposed upon certain enumerated goods, if

carried to some other place instead of Great Britain ; and

when specific articles, the produce of one colony, were to

be exported to another, they paid a dutv.1' To these im

ports, considering them merely as regulations of trade,

and not us TAXES, the colonies had submitted. Mr. Projeets

Grenville therefore proposed a deviation from the cstab- ^"uericsi6

lished practice, and the assertion of a claim, which invol

ved in it very important questions, respecting not only

general liberty, but also the constitutional freedom of a

British subject. Intended by him merely as a scheme of

finance upon old and established grounds, his project pro

posed a political change founded upon new principles, of

which experience had afforded no means of ascertaining

the operation and effects. It was a much more important

and more complicated proposition than its author appre

hended ; and a plan for making an inconsiderable addition

to British revenue, eventually laid the foundation of one

sf the greatest and most momentous revolutions which

history has to record.

As a part of this innovating system, Mr. Grenville Innovating

moved in parliament a bill for granting certain duties on ti^kmi

goods in the British colonies, to support the government tl.'e col°'

there, and encourage the trade to the sugar plantations ;

and on the Gib. of April, this proposition was passed into

a law. He also proposed another to the following pur-

K Rum, sup^ip, and molkssoq, for instance, imported from the West Indies

to North Aiueriru, paid a duly helnre they were &litlJped; Ms did riso to!j:*co

and iinligo, imported from fhe Norfli American continent to any of the ether

piiuuahonr.
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CHAP. port : " that towards further defraying the expense of

y^v^^, " protecting and securing the colonies, it may be proper

1764. " to charge certain stamp duties in the colonies." He

postponed, however, during this session the introduction

of a bill founded on the last resolution, that the Ameri

cans might have time to offer a compensation for the

revenue which such a tax might produce. The colonial

assemblies during the war had been in the practice of

issuing bills, which were made a legal tender for money :

these had begun to be attended with great inconvenience,

and to suffer very considerable depreciation. To remedy

the evils, a law was proposed by Mr. Grenville, and passed

by parliament, for preventing such bills as might be here

after issued in any of his majesty's colonies or plantations

in America, from be ing made legal tenders in payment of

money. The restrictions on the clandestine trade had

given great umbrage in North America; the law obstruct

ing their paper currency added to the dissatisfaction ; but

the duties actually imposed upon merchandise, and the

resolutions concerning the stamp duty, excited a loud

clamour. The New Englanders were the first to inves

tigate these measures. Conceiving the new laws to be

part of a general plan for assuming a power not heretofore

exercised by Britain over her American colonies, they

immediately controverted the fundamental principle, and

totally denied the right of a British parliament to levy in any

form duties or taxes upon the colonies. The exercise (they

.said) of such an authority was a violation of their rights

as freemen ; as colonists, possessing by their charters the

power of taxing themselves for their own support and

defence ; and as British subjects, who ought not to be

taxed but by themselves or their representatives. These

topics were the subjects of petitions sent over to the king,

to the lords, and to the commons.The Now PLACED in a rigorous climate, and on a soil requiring

cKof" active and persevering industry to render it productive,

the New Englanders were strong, hardy, and capable of

undergoing great. labour and fatigue. Having many diffi

culties to overcome and dangers to encounter, they were

formed to penetration, enterprise, and resolution. Their

country, less bountiful than those of their southern neigh
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bours, rendered recourse to traffic necessary. The purl- en VP.

tanism which they inherited from their forefathers,' with

its concomitant hypocrisy, incorporated itself with their t7(i4

commercial conduct; and avarice is never keener than

after a coalition with fanatical austerity, and never with

more ardour uses the ministry of fraud, than when arrayed

in the garb of sanctity. The traffic of New England, of

a minute and detailed kind, less resembling the pursuit

of an. enlightened merchant than a petty shopkeeper, while

it narrowed liberality, sharpened artifice. Inheriting a

tinge of democratical republicanism, the people submitted

with reluctance to the constitutional authority of a gov

ernment in which monarchy made a considerable part, and

spurned at the idea of yielding to what they conceived to

be usurpation. Avarice being a prominent feature in their

characters, they were peculiarly jealous of an apprehended

usurpation, which was calculated to affect their purposes.

As their sentiments and principles prompted them to

oppose such attempts, their intelligent and bold character

enabled them effectually to resist them. In the middle Mi(ldi«

colonies, in which the temperature of the climate and

fertility of the soil easily afforded the necessaries and

accommodations of life, though active and industrious, the

inhabitants were not equally hardy and enterprising; they

were less austere in their manners, admitted luxury and

refinement to a much greater degree than the colonists

of the north, and were attached to a monarchial form of

government. The southern colonies were dissipated, a||ll so"'h-

relaxed, and indolent; and therefore though little adapted Uju*.

to resistance themselves, were wtll fitted to receive

impressions from more vigorous characters. The New

Englanders were extremely active in diffusing their own

sentiments through the provinces attached to the mother

country; till, at length, the spirit of dissatisfaction became

so prevalent, as to attract the notice and animadversions

of the British government.

WHILE subjects so interesting and important were war with

agitating the civilized parts of British America, govern- J,,',i^ '

ment was disturbed by a desultory warfare with the

i Sev the Introduetion, p 47.

'" '
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CHAP. Indian savages. British settlers had iropolitically neglect

ed the means of gaining the affections and confidence of

irg^ the natives. Seeing England so completely established,

die Indians regretted that they had not been more active

in supporting the French interest. The cordon of forts

along the lakes trenched upon the hunting grounds, almost

the sole resource of savage life ; and they became appre

hensive that British colonies would be planted in those

woods from which they now derived their subsistence.

In die midst of these apprehensions, a report was spread,

that the American provinces had formed a scheme for

extirpating the Indian tribes ; though totally unfounded,

this rumour was believed by the natives, and had no small

shr.re in inciting them to hostilities. A confederacy was

formed, and a sudden attack made, during the harvest, on

all our frontier settlements. Before the design was suspect

ed, numbers of planters were surprised, and put to death,

with every torture that savage ingenuity could devise ; their

effects were plundered, their houses burned, and their

crops destroyed. The itinerant merchants, who, relying

on the general ptnce, trailed in the Indian country, were

murdered, and their effects, valued at two hundred thou

sand pounds, plundered. The western frontiers of Penn

sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, were totally abandoned

by the planters; the savages had surprised three of our

iorts, and were advancing fast to our principal garrison,

fort Pitt. Informed of this alarming irruption, general

Amherst sent a strong detachment against the Indians,

under captain Dalzeii. The savngcs, however, being

apprised of his intentions, attacked the king's troops oi»

every side, and Dalzell with great difficulty made his

retreat to fort Detroit. A numerous body of Indians

now surrounded fort Pitt, at which reinforcements were

not yut arrived ; the general sent to its relief a strong

corps under colonel Bouquet. Informed of the march of

this detachment, the Indians raised the siege, with a view

to attack the English ; and encountering Bouquet's troops,

after a sharp contest, pretended to retreat, and drew their

adversaries into a most dangerous ambuscade : the British,

however, formed themselves into strong columns, and

preserving the strictest order, encountered tomahawks
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with fixed bayonets ; and disciplined valour prevailing CHAP.

over savage impetuosity, they repulsed the enemy. The s^^rs;

Indians had again recourse to ambuscade, to which their 1764.

country is so peculiarly favourable. Our commander

wished to bring them to a close engagement ; but the

enemy with skilful dexterity eluded battle. In his attempts

to effect his purpose, Bouquet was drawn into a defile, in

which he was extremely distressed for want of water, and

saw that, if he were not able to. bring the Indians to

regular action, his troops must moulder away for want of

provisions. The enemy had increased in confidence from

their late success ; and the colonel perceiving this bold

ness, contrived the following stratagem for drawing them

into battle. The British troops were posted on an emi

nence, while two companies were stationed in more ad-

tanced situations. These he ordered to fall within the

tircle as if retreating, while the other two were drawn up

so as to appear to cover that retreat. The first two com

panies moved behind a projecting part of the hill, so as

not to be perceived by the enemy. The savages, leaving

their woods, attacked the two companies that were nearest

them; but while they pressed forward, believing them

selves sure of victory, the two that had made the feigned

retreat rushed on, and attacked them in the flank, while

the others charged them in front. The savages were

defeated and routed ; and the British troops arriving at

fort Pitt, secured that important post. The savages now

made an attack upon Niagara, and carried four hundred

men in canoes across lake Erie ; but these were defeated

by an English schooner.

GENERAL AMHERST, aware that, though the disci- concluded,

plined force of Britain must ultimately triumph over savage

ferocity, the inroads of the Indians was a great interrup

tion to colonial prosperity, made such proposals as, by the

great influence of sir William Johnson, were accepted by

the principal tribes ; and the rest, sensible that they were

no longer able to contend with the British, also sought

and obtained peace.

AT home, little happened of sufficient importance to

be a subject of history, except the proceedings regarding

Air. Wilkes, already mentioned. The cyder tax, h«w-

V»L. I. O o
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IV

Abuses in

mud

houses.

ever, occasioned a number of meetings and resolutions,

and some lot . The crop had been very deficient, and

the dearness of provisions caused great discontent ; which

was increased by the representations of demagogues,

imputing the scarcity in a considerable degree to the influx

of Scotchvnc-n,k whom, it was asserted, lord Bute had

brought hither to eat the fruits of England. The dissa

tisfaction in many places rose to tumult. The scarcity

also contributed to a different evil, the prevalence of rob

beries to a very alarming degree : this mischief was farther

increased by the discharge of numbers of soldiers and

sailors at the peace, who had not since that time got into

a regular employment : indeed at no time were felonies

more pregnant, daring, and atrocious.

DURING this year the legislature was informed, that

very shameful practices prevailed in private mad houses.

Committees of both houses inquired into the subject, and

found that these pretended receptacles for lunatics were

very frequently converted into prisons for the confinement,

by the authority of private individuals, of persons who had

done nothing offensive to the laws of their country;

wives, who interrupted the debaticheries of their hus

bands ; parents, who chose to manage their own affairs,

without implicitly submitting to their children; children,

sisters, and wards, who did not implicitly yield to parents,

brothers, and guardians; in short, whoever opposed the

will of relations assuming despotic power. Individuals,

invested with no authority by the law of the land, arroga

ted to themselves a power not granted by our laws to any

part of the executive government. They committed fel

low subjects to goal without an examination; they sus

pended by their sole will and authority the habeas corpus

act; and in effect established bastilles in Britain. It was

found, that the keepers acknowledged this absolute power of

individuals ; and, without any enquiry, received whomso

ever their lettres de cachet chose to send to confinement.

n\r a minium uiroriiiiiiiuuuii LU perceive me inuerciicu iKlween inr aireu"iM u

ma1' -nant invective ainl the strength of ivrll-foumlcd satire; who, to use th

language of Johnson rp-icr-rrrng anuther incitcr of disaffection, " miilook th

venom uf the slinfl for the vigour of the bow."

the

the
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They admitted and detained persons in their perfect senses, CHAP.

requiring nothing farther than to be paid for their main- IV'

tenance. The legislature, having investigated this evil 1764

and discovered its extent, made regulations to prevent its

continuance or renewal.

DURING this year, two events took place, which were

important to the royal family, and consequently to the

country. The hereditary prince of Brunswick, who had

jo eminently distinguished himself in the war, was in

January married to the princess Augusta, eldest sister of

the king. The bishopric of Osnaburg, which was alter

nately in the gift of the houses of Hanover and Sjxony,

becoming vacant, and it being king George's turn, as elec

tor of Hanover, to present, was bestowed upon the infant

prince Frederic, second son to their majesties.

BEFORE we revert to the internal and colonial contests

which agitated the first portion of the present reign, it

seems proper to take a short review of the state of Europe,

especially of those parts of it whose acts must always be

important to Great Britain.

THE alliance between France and Austria had been so State or

, , . . . . , . Europe

far from answering its purpose, that its consequences hadleft both the contracting parties in an exhausted and de

pressed state. The family compact between France

and Spain, which was intended to exalt, had humbled both

kingdoms. In France, internal dissatisfaction interrupted

the measures of government for repairin-g the losses sus

tained by the war. The immense expenditure of France, France,

both for herself and her allies, had involved her in the

greatest pecuniary difficulties, and obliged government to

levy very heavy taxes. The parliament of Paris objected

to some of the new financial decrees ; and force being em

ployed to reduce them to compliance, they resigned their

offices. Various representations were made to the king,

to justify their conduct. The duke of Fitz-james, governor

of Languedoc, imprisoned some refractory members of the

parliament of Thoulouse. As a customary mode of pro

cedure' with the executorial officers of the king of France,

this act might indeed raise indignation, but could not excite

surprise ; the proceedings ,of the parliament, however, in Rismg

i . i , -rii- sn'"tof

these circumstances were unusual, and manifested a devia- freedom
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Austria.

Pruisia.

tion from the spirit by which that country had been actua

ted ever since the establishment of the house of Bourbon.

The parliament of Thoulouse impeached the duke, gave

orders for the arrest of his person and the sequestration of

his estates, and referred the cause to the cognisance of

the parliament of Paris, as the supreme court of judica

ture. That body, accepting the appeal, ordered their

president to request the king's presence in the examina

tion. The king replied, that, as the duke of Fitz-james

represented his person, he would himself take cogni

sance of the cause. To this intimation the parliament

returned a very strong remonstrance. The death of

Fitz-james prevented the dispute coming to issue, but

the spirit of resentment which had manifested itself did

not evaporate.

AUSTRIA had concluded a peace with the king of Prus

sia a few months after the treaty of Fontainbleau ; she

had for ever renounced her claim to Silesia, and by her

stipulations acknowledged herself to have totally failed in

the purposes for which she had undertaken the war. By

her ambitious projects she had, during the contest, incur

red a debt amounting to twenty-five millions sterling;

which was to her an enormous sum. The counsels of her

able minister, Kaunitz, were necessarily occupied in devi

sing means for the diminution of this burden. One impor

tant object she obtained by the treaty of Hubertsburg, in

the express consent of the king of Prussia to the archduke

Joseph, eldest son and heir of the emperor and empress

queen, being chosen king of the Romans, and the election

took place in April 1764.

THE king of Prussia, though he had overcome all his

enemies, and dictated the terms of peace, equally able in

every department, had been so provident, that AT THZ

END OF THE WAR HE HAD NOT CONTRACTED A SHIL

LING OF DEBT, and had even one year's revenue in his

treasur}.1 Fiederick, though now at peace, did not relax;

he employed himself in cultivating the advantages of tran

quillity, reviving industry, encouraging agriculture and

I Sec Gillics's Frederic, p. 304,
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commerce, improving his revenue, and rendering his

country flourishing.

RUSSIA, though advancing more slowly toward civili-

zation than the ardent genius of czar Peter hud conceived,

was rapidly increasing in the solid constituents of power.

Her military force, arising from such extensive resources,

was extremely strong. In hostilities she had commonly

been subsidized as an auxiliary, instead of contributing as

a principal ; hence the wars in which she had been engaged

exercised her soldiers without exhausting her finances.

Her commerce was extending on every side ; not only

from her pursuing the schemes of Peter, but from the po

licy of other countries. During the present century,

more than at any preceding period, the nations of Europe

had sought maritime strength. Russia was the grand ma

gazine of naval stores : these exports increased her wealth ;

intercourse with the traders enlarged her commercial ideas,

and more strongly impressed on her the importance of

maritime force. Her marine was rapidly advancing; and

from her various resources she had the greatest influence

with nations with which she was nearly connected. Such

was the state of Russia when the sceptre fell into the hands

of a princess thoroughly qualified by understanding and

temper to cultivate the productiveness of the country, im

prove and multiply its resources, and call them forth to

beneficial action. The empress Catharine, in the beginning C«tharjjae.

of her reign, appeared so much occupied with her own

dominions, as to attend little to foreign transactions ; and

merely to wish to be on terms of peace and amity with her

neighbours, without interfering in any of their contests or

concerns. She had made a defensive alliance with the king

of Prussia, without embroiling herself with Austria ; she

was on amicable terms with Sweden and Denmark ; she

had kept totally aloof from the disputes of the maritime

powers, and professed the highest regard for all the belli

gerent parties, and the greatest satisfaction when their

wars were at an end. But at length an event took place,

which showed that her ambitious character was destined to

display itself in other countries as well as Russia. On

the 5th of October 1763, Augustus, elector of Saxony and

king of Poland, died ; and his son, the young elector,
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CHAP. offered himself as canditate for the throne. The kine of
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Prussia, very anxious to prevent the crown of Poland from

1761 becoming hereditary in the house of Saxony, opposed the

choice of its present head. The Russian empress joined

Frederic in his opposition to the house of Saxony, and

recommended count Poniatowsky, a Pole by birth, repre

sentative of a powerful and illustrious family, and himself

ft man of greut virtues and accomplishments ; and, in

order to strengthen his interests she sent a powerful army

into Poland. Austria, France, and Spain, connected with

the house of Saxony, wished success to the elector, but

had neither the disposition nor power to employ force in

his favour. Branitzky and Radzivil, two Polish chieftains

of great power and authority, endeavoured to oppose Poni

atowsky, but were -defeated, and driven out of Poland;

and Poniatowsky was, on the 7th of September 1764,

elected, by the title of Stanislaus II. king of Poland.

IN southern Europe, a v/ar had subsisted for upwards

of twenty years between the republic of Genoa and the

inhabitants of Corsica. The islanders had been at first

headed by a German adventurer, whom, trusting to his

air-built promises of interesting the great powers in their

favour, they chose king, by the title of Theodore king of

Corsica. Finding him, however, not to possess the power

and influence to which he had pretended, they compelled

him to abdicate the throne and retire into banishment.

The Corsicans, after this event, chose a native chieftain,

named Giacinto Paoli, general of their armies, and presi

dent of their councils ; and under this commander they

were superior to the Genoese troops. Alter a contest of

many years, the senate of Genoa applied to the mostchris-

tian king for assistance ; and in August 1764, a conven

tion was signed between the French and Genoese, by

which the king of France guaranteed the island to Genoa,

and promised to send a naval and military force to assist

in its reduction. The Corsicans applied to the courts of

Vienna and London, to mediate for them with the

French monarch ; but nothing was done in their behalf,

and the French troops took possession of the principal

fortresses of Corsica.
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THE British parliament met on the 10th of January CHAP.

1765. The question of general warrants was early in

the season, brought, again before the house, iri a new form ; 1765

ami on the 29th, underwent a very able discussion, in Meeting of

which many ingenious arguments were brought forward on ,nent.

both sides, new rather in detail and illustration than in General

principle. The speakers of opposition showed the evils wuam**-

which might arise from general warrants in a greater mul

tiplicity of lights than before, and administration enlar

ged more than formerly on the impropriety of the

interposition of the house of commons in declaring the

law of the land : but the real grounds of argument on

both sides were and must have been the same, as the sub

ject had been so completely debated in the preceding year.

After a very warm contest, it was dismissed by the pre

vious question.

THE deliberations of parliament were now turned Pianofux-

towards America. Both the justice and expediency of ™B' merl~

taxation underwent a discussion, on much more compre

hensive principles than in the former year, when the prob

able efficiency of the tax appeared to be the sole conside

ration. The petitions and manifestos from.the American

colonies, denying the right of the British parliament to

tax them, being read, the minister submitted the question

to the house. A more important subject of discussion

had rarely been presented to the British parliament. It

was a question, the extent and consequences of which its

proposer had by no means digested ; it involved the gene

ral objects of colonization, the means by which those

were to be affected, and the particular constitution, state,

and sentiments of the British colonies. In considering

this subject, many, by arguing from the practice of parent

countries and their plantations in ancient times, were led

to very faulty conclusions respecting the question be

tween Britain and her colonies. The motives for colo

nization have been extremely different in different ages,

countries, and circumstances ; and from that dissimilitude

arose a proportionate diversity of relation and reciprocal

interest between the mother country and the plantation::.

Small states, with confined territories and an increasing

population, were frequently obliged to send the surplus of



288
«18TORY OF TUB

CHAP. their inhabitants in quest of new settlements. This waj

.__fc. the cause of colonial establishments from Phenicia, and

1765. from Greece ; whose plantations in Asia, Africa, Italy,

and elsewhere, were from their nature not dependent on

the parent country. They often, indeed, retained a close

intercourse with each other, from identity of extraction

and language, and similarity of manners and government;

but th'j parent country was far from claiming any authority

over its emigrated descendants. This kind of colony

resembled the children of a family setting out to seek

their fortunes abroad, because thsy had no means of sub

sistence at home ; settling thc- mselves in a foreign country,

subsisted and protected by their own efforts ; consequently

no longer under the command of the parents, whatever

their affection might be for them and their brethren. The

colonies of the Romans were planted from other causes,

and were, in consequence, on a very different footing.

The state, increasing at home in population, and abroad

in territories, found conquered countries drained of inha

bitants by long wars, but abounding in cultivated land.

They therefore sent settlers from Rome"i to occupy the

lands, which might otherwise have been in a great measure

waste from the reduced population. Here the mother

country offered comfortable subsistence to her offspring

for their industry, and protection for their allegiance.

The Roman colonists were not adventurers sent to seek

their fortunes with the " world all before them," but chil

dren settled by parents in farms entirely dependent on

themselves : and these plantations were,, and must have

been, part of the Roman dominions. Advocates for the

taxation of the British colonies, in writings and speeches,

quoted the subjection of the Roman plantations; advocates

against that system quoted the independence of the Gre

cian emigrations; although, in reality, neither example

would apply. Modern colonies have neither, like those-

from Greece, been establishments originating in necessary

separation, and therefore in their nature independent;

nor, like those of the Romans, springing from specific

donative within the jurisdiction of the donor, and there

in Smith on Colonies, Wealth of Nations, aol. ii. p. 3i6
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fore in their nature dependent. They have been settle- CHAP.

mtnts formed for the purposes of immediate or eventual s—^..

gain; and they proposed the accession of resources to |76,

the parent country. The great and leading inquiry was, Principles

how are these colonies to be rendered most beneficial to a of British

state so circumstanced as their parent country ? The plans t"l^"

of different European nations in the government of their

colonies, varied according to the general policy of the

parent country, the circumstances ol the settlements, and

the character of particular administrations. The consti

tution of the American colonies was similar to the polity

of Britain, in establishing provisions for the security of

property, liberty, and life ; they therefore possessed the

right of taxing themselves by their representatives. This

was a privilege which the Americans thought inherent in

them as British subjects, and confirmed by charters admit

ted by the mother country : its practical enjoyment consti

tuted a great part of their comfort and happiness ; and

teaching them to value themselves and their respective

coloniesT inspirited those exertions which rendered them so

beneficial to the British empire. The actual benefits that

accrued to England from her colonies, consisted in the in

crease of people, as the means of security and productive

ness were augmented ; and in the vast and rapidlv growing

accession to our trade," to supply the wants of the multi

plying colonies. Commercial benefits were the objects of

the plantations ; the question, therefore, to be considered

simply was, how are these advantages to be most eflec- ,tually promoted, insured, and improved ? It was a mere

question of EXPEDIENCY, requiring no metaphysical dis

quisitions about abstract right. Experience showed that

n Tlmwassir ttoliert Walpole'sview of the subject, declared when, as we

have ulready observed, be was expressing his objections to Taxing America. A*

his opinion was much quoted during the discussion before us, it may not be for

eign to our purpose to repeat it in his ovvn woixls: " 1 will leave the taxation of

America," snirj he, *' for some of inv succcssors, who may have more courage

than 1 have, and be less u frieml to ct«.u:neree than 1 am. li has been a maxim

with me, during my adndnistration, to encourage the trade of the American

colonies in the utmost latitude; nay, it has been necessary to pass over some

irregularities in their trade with Europe; for, by enc.i lumping them to An exlen-

sivo ^-n)winf: foreign commerce, if they gain 500,fiOOI., 1 am convinced, thai in

two jears afteru arda, full '.iSO.OUOI. of their pun will be in his majesty's exche

quer, by the labour and produet of this kingdom; as immense quantities of

every kind of our manufactures pl thither; and as they increase in their

foreign American trude, more of our produce will be wanted. This is taxing

'hem more agrcchhlv to their own constitution and .to ours."

VOL. I. P P



HtSTOOY OF THE

CHAP, eur gains had been very considerable, and acquired with-

^^^J-. out murmur or dispute, by the old plan, of profiting

1765 from their commerce, and demands for our productions:

wisdom had now to determine, whether an adherence to

a system of experienced benefit daily increasing, or the

adoption of new schemes of doubtful operation and cer

tain opposition was most likelv to continue and extend

that benefit for which colonies were established.

Hill (brim- THE British minister preferred the untried theory tp

Btamp the essayed plan ; and stated to parliament, that having

dlltles- postponed his scheme of taxation till this session, expect

ing that the colonies would have offered an equivalent,

instead of a compensation, they had sent remonstrances.

On the 7th of February 1765, he opened his system to the

commons, and in a committee moved fifty-five resolutions

for imposing stamp duties on certain papers and documents

used in the colonies, and introduced a bill grounded upon

the propositions.

OF the two parties which opposed government, the

duke of Newcastle's was the more strenuous in combating

the stamp act. The principal leaders among the whig

party in the house of commons, were general Conway and

Mr- Dowdeswell. Ministry had now acquired a very

powerful auxiliary in the brilliant ingenuity of Mr. Charles

Townshend, who had lately come over to their side. The

nis °i' supporters of British taxation asserted, that the colonies

had been planted by our care, and nourished by our indul

gence j and that as America had been the cause of great

expense, it was but reasonable that she should contribute

toward the general demands of the empire, as a part of

which she was protected. The British legislature (they

said) had a right to enact laws for every settlement within

the British territories. The Americans, though not nomi

nally, were really represented in the British parliament,

nnd thus were on a footing with many individuals and

bodies of Britons, who, having ostensibly no vote in the

election of members, were equally included in the provi

sions of the legislature. The British finances were

exhausted by a war begun for the security of the colonies;

it was therefore not only equitable that they should con

tribute, but extremely ungrateful in them to refuse. The
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ration had contracted an immense debf to give them pro

tection ; the navigation act, that palladium of British com

merce, had been relaxed in their favour ; in short, Britain

bad treated them as favourite children.

THE arguments of the opposers of the stamp act were nnH against

resolved into two heads : the right of Britain to tax ac

America, and the expediency of exercising that right.

The sovereign claim of taxation proposed by the pending

bill, was totally inconsistent with every principle of free

dom ; it would undo the security of property, and was

contrary to the rights of British subjects. The perfection

of the representative system is, that the dekgate is placed

in the same situation as the constituent, and is bound

himself by the laws which he has a share in enacting. In

Great Britain, every individual may be said to be virtually

represented ; as every law and impost extends equally to

those who have, as to those who have not votes. The

Americans were not even virtually represented, and so

far were members of the British parliament from being

interested in securing the property of the Americans, that,

if the right of taxation were admitted, by increasing the

burdens of the colonies, they would relieve their own.

Such were the arguments used against the right of ta*-ation. On the ground of expediency it was urged, that

from the established system we had denied very great

benefits, commercial and financial; that the willing con

tributions of the colonies in demands for our commodities,

though circuitously, increased our revenue much more

than any direct impost would augment it, since it was*

already manifest that they would very unwillingly pay. The

particular regulations of the act itself also underwent *

severe discussion. But, whatever arguments might be

forcibly used against taxation as a political system, the

stamp act itself, inertly as a measure of finance, was

liable to little objection. The subjects and duties were

extremely clear and definite, so as- to preclude arbitrary

exactions ; simple and practicable in its operations, it

would require little expense in the collection ; and equitable

in its subject, it would fall most heavily on those who

were ablest to bear its burden. It was likely to be pro

ductive, through the increase of commerce, and conse-
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HISTORY OF THBquently of engagements subject to the duty. It bore the

character of its author, skilful in finance, but not profound

in legislative politics. The bill was carried through both

houses by a great majority ; and, on the 22d of March,

passing into a law, became an important epoch in the his

tory of the present reign. The arguments on both sides

in parliament were repeated, and enlarged upon in the

political writings of the times. Opponents to govern

ment represented the act as not only iniquitous in itself,

but as part of the general arbitrary system of lord Bute,

whose counsels they conceived to have still a direction

in government. According to their account, the court

intended, by subduing the liberties of America, to prepare

the way for overturning the constitution of England.

These allegations, little as they were justified by iacts,

were very generally believed by persons already disposed

to impute evil designs to the executive government.

THE American agents were not slow in transmitting

to their respective colonies an account of the stamp act,

the opposition that it encountered in parliament, and the

dissatisfaction which prevailed in England. Prepossessed,

as the colonies were, wikh a notion that the British gov

ernment entertained arbitrary designs, they now conceived

that America, thus taxed without her consent, was intend

ed for slavery ; and they resolved on a vigorous resistance."

They saw powerful opposition in parliament, and displea

sure throughout the nation ; they, therefore, entertained

hopes that parliamentary ability, anti-ministerial publica

tions, and popular clamour, might bring about a repeal;

and they were, aware that a ferment in the provinces

would powerfully promote such a measure. The leaders

of all the colonies bestirred themselves to excite the indig

nation of the people ; they published in pamphlets, and

eirculated in newspapers, arguments against the justice

'and expediency of taxation, and represented it as the

forerunner of slavery. The provincial assembly which

first met after the promulgation of the stamp act, was the

assembly of Virginia; a colony particularly distinguished

for loyalty to the sovereign, and attachment to the mothetr

oS«« SVeflmsn's History of Ac American AV«r, vol. i. p 3*
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oountry and the English constitution. Virginia, indeed, CHAP.

was more remarkable for a.' sympathy of sentiment with v^r>)^L/

Britain than any of the other provinces, and had received 176j

the impression so prevalent in England from the com

mencement of lord Bute's administration, that the consti

tution was in danger : and here commenced provincial

opposition to taxation by the British parliament. The

assembly having met on the 29th of May, after a very

warm debate, passed resolutions disavowing the right of

the British parliament, or of any other body than the

assembly of Virginia, to legislate for that colony. The

grounds of the disavowal, however, implied their attach

ment to the British constitution : they rested their claims

on their RIGHTS AS BRITISH SUBJKCTS, declared and con

firmed by their charters. The assemblies of the other

eolonies adopted similar resolutions against the stamp

act, which they all concurred in voting to be a most uncon

stitutional law, and a violation of their rights. The

assembly of Massachusetts bay had, in the preceding

year, taken the lead in denying to the British parliament

the right of taxation ; and now, seeing that the other

states were severally strenuous in the opposition, projected

a general concert among the colonies. For this purpose

they formed a resolution, declaring the expediency of

holding a congress, to consist of deputies from the several

assemblies, in order to consult on the common grievances

under which the colonies laboured from the late acts of

parliament, and frame and prepare a general petition, with

addresses, to the king and queen, and to both houses.

Letters sent to the different assemblies communicated this

resolution, and invited the other provinces to meet in

songress at New York on the 12th of October. Such of

the colonial assemblies as met before this period, acceded

to the proposition, and nominated deputies ; but though a

great ferment arose through America, yet it did not break

out into actual tumult till autumn. The people then

threatened to discontinue the use of British manufactures

until the stamp act should be repealed : yet the British

minister meanwhile acted in such a way as to show that

he had not apprehensions of any serious or important

Opposition te the execution of hi-s financial scheme. He
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iskofMan

to the

had formed no measure to enforce its operation ; from his

conduct, it was evident that he considered it as merely £

tax, which, though it might be somewhat unpopular before

it was perfectly understood, would soon cease to be a

subject of complaint. He proceeded, therefore, in his

favourite pursuit for the good of the revenue.

MR. GRENViLLF. found that the Isle of Man, from its

centrical situation, and its adjacency to such a line of

coast, was a great receptacle for smugglers ; an evil which

could not be thoroughly prevented under its existing

government, as the sovereignty was not vested in the

crown, but hi a British subject. It had originally be

longed to the family of Derby ; and, by the affiance of

a daughter of that house to the family of Athol, had

descended to the dukes of Athol. Mr. Grenville pro

posed a bill lor annexing the sovereignty to the crown of

England, leaving to the duke the estates which he pos

sessed in the island, and indemnifying1' him for the rights

that he was required to relinquish. The bill was passed

on the 10th of May, and followed by laws for preventing

illicit trade.1'

SEVERAL causes now combined to weaken and distress

administration. The stamp act was very unpopular in

its principle, and still more obnoxious from the apprehen

sions that were entertained of its effects. The threats of

the Americans to abstain from the use of British manu

factures, caused a great alarm among manufacturers, mer

chants, and ship owners ; and this alarm naturally spread

among all the mechanics and labourers dependent on

those three classes. While afraid that they would be

deprived of work, they had another subject for dissatis

faction in the scarcity of bread, and high price of provi

sions ; evils to which they were exposed during the whole

of this year, and which created great discontent and

p The terms granted In the duke of Athol were 70,00(l1. besides a pension

for life to him$Mf and to the duchess. As the bargain, on (he part of his grire,

ajw ;' compulsory sacrifice to the good of the state, on every principle nfjnstiep

between BOvereijni and subject, he ought to have received very full indemnifi-

eution. It wnsuUeged by the duke's friends, that the compensation was not

«dci{uate. Hi" uOII and successor, the present duke, having afterwards persou-

nlly examined and ins|u-r*L-d the state and resources of the island, and tlic

idvmitoRcs of which his family had been deprived, applied for a modifiouUOli

and amendment of the present bargain ; but this belongs to a much more ad

vanced period of the history.
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clamour. .Although the dearness of these necessarv arti- CHAP.
i V

cles could not justly be attributed to ministry, yet by the

populace it was charged to their account. 17fis

WITH these causes of popular discontent, a measure

relating to the royal family cooperated in accelerating the

downfall of the Grenville administration.

TOWARD the close of this session, the king having Indiaposi-

been indisposed, a very great alarm took place, from the tiJIg°ll'"

general affection with which his majesty's virtues were

regarded, and also on considering the long minority which

must have taken place if the termination had been fatal.

The king, on his recovery, having gone to the house, in

his speech took notice of his illness ; and said, " that,

" though not attended with danger, it had led him to reflect

" on the state in which his family and country would be

'' left, should it please heaven to put a period to his life

" while his successor was of tender years. For that reason, On his re-

" he recommended to parliament to make such provision rccom-

" as would be necessarv, should anvof his children succeed men'|s.a

iii , r I ' • , provmo

to the throne before they respectively attained the age fo

"of eighteen years;*1 and proposed to their consideration, ^".''.j

".to empower him to appoint, by instruments in writing

" under his sign manual, either the queen, or any other

" person of the royal family usually residing in Great

" Britain, to be the guardian of the person of such sue-

" cessor, and the regent of these kingdoms, until such

" successor should attain the age of eighteen years, sub-

" ject to the same restriction as had been provided by a

" regency act which had been passed on the death of the

'' late prince of Wales." A bill was proposed in the

house of lords, in consequence of his majesty's recom

mendation, that the council of regency should consist of

the dukes of York and Gloucester, his majesty's brothers ;

the duke of Cumberland, his uncle ; princes Henry

Frederic* and Frederic William, the king's two youngest

brothers; and the chief officers of state for the time being.

A question arose in the house, who are the royal family ?

The law lords explained it to be, the descendants of

George II.; ministry acquiesced, and the bill passed the

(| See his majesty's speech, State Papers, 1765.

Laic dukt of Cumberland.

.
moo

r an
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Begeucy

bill?

house of lords. According to this interpretation, no one

could be named regent, except the queen, or some one

sprung from George II.; her royal highness the princess

dowager of Wales, therefore, was not included. In the

house of commons this omission was construed to be an

indignity to her royal highness ; and a motion was made,

that the name of the princess should be inserted imme

diately after the name of the queen. This amendment

being admitted, the bill was returned to the peers, and so

it passed into a law.

THE administration having never been popular, was

now becom'e very obnoxious ; and temporary and inci

dental distresses were imputed to their misconduct and

evil designs. Complaints had for several months pre

vailed among the silk weavers, that their employment had

been greatly injured by the encouragement bestowed on

French manufactures. Near the close of the session,

their murmurs rose to tumultuous expostulation ; and in

numerous bodies they surrounded the palace and the

houses of parliament, and presented a petition for the

redress of their grievances. A mob once collected, from

whatever cause, rarely confines itself to just, legal, and

constitutional operntions ; these persons therefore pro

ceeding to various outrages, were at length repressed by

the interference of the military, who were called in ta

assist the civil power in the reestablishment of order and

tranquillity. Inimical to ministry, great n-unhers of the

people and some of the popular leaders ascribed the ground

of complaint to their misrule, and severely censured the

means that were necessarily employed" for the suppression

of the disorders. '

OTHER circumstances now cooperated with the popular

enmity to administration. The cabinet had evidently lost

the favour and confidence of the sovereign. The framers

and supporters of the hypothesis concerning the secret

supremacy of lord Bute, ascribed the declension and

decay of their influence to the suggestions of the alleged

favourite. According to this theory, Mr. Grenville and

Uie duke of Bedford had not been such subservient tools

to what was stiled tin: interior cabinet or secret junto, as was

expected and required, and had frequently thwarted the



RF.KiN OF GEORGE III.
S97

sovereign and his private friends and counsellors both in CHAP.

measures and appointments. The popular party asserted

the omission of the princess dowager's name in the first 1765

bill of regency, to have been regarded by the court as an

intended insult, and as such, to have been resented. But

it has never been PROVED that lord Bute retained the

alleged power and influence ; and therefore no conclusion

founded on such a supposition can be admitted as histori

cal truth. That the king might be more attached to some

individuals than to others, independently of their political

qualifications, is no less probable, than that a sovereign

should have the affections of another man. It is equally

natural and allowable, that a monarch should wish to pro

mote the interests and aggrandisement of the objects of

his attachment, in preference to indifferent persons. The

duty of his situation precludes not the bestowal on his

friends of offices of honour or emolument, for which they

may be respectively qualified. In the many departments

of executive service, there are offices which do not require

an equal degree of ability and effort as others. Places of

high trust a patriotic sovereign will bestow, to the utmost

of his power, on the fittest that can be found for promoting

the public benefit ; but there are many other subordinate

appointments which, without detriment to the public good,

may be given according to private favour. Agreeably to

the principle and rule which directed his choice of minis

ters from the beginning, the king chose his chief official

counsellors ; but some offices of less importance he was wil

ling to bestow according to his own predilection. It appear*^

that after the duke of Bedford had firmly established himself

and his partisans, one of his chief objects was to extend his

own patronage by donatives to his creatures ; that he

strongly thwarted his royal master ;' and that the other

chief members of the cabinet joined in his unaccommoda

ting and refractory opposition. Hence was thought to be

derived their procedure in the regency bill ; and at the

close of the session, ministers possessed no more favour

a See Life of lord Chatham ; History of the late Minority ; and Jnniiu's

Letter to the Duke of Bedford. " After two ycnrs submission (says Juhius)

yon thought you had colleeted a strength sufficient to control his influence, *nd

that it was your turn to be a tyrant, because you had been a slave."

VOL. I. Q c]
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CHAP, with the Icing, than they had enjoyed with the people from

._^^, the commencement of their administration. Various con-

irgj ferences took place between the chief ministers and the

sovereign, respecting their continuance in office ; at length,

according to general and uncontradicted report, the duke

of Bedford presumed to use such language to his sover

eign, as could not possibly be tolerated ;' and, as his

colleagues adhered to the president of the council, the

administration was dismissed.

UisrShsal MR, GEORGE GRENVILLE'S ministry has eventually

ofthe , . • , . • • i • •

Gmiviile proved a very important era in the history or this reign.

tUm""*tra~ ^e himself was a man of good understanding and upright

intentions ; possessing, however, that species and degree

of ability which may be of great public service in the

ordinary course of affairs, he by no means rose to that

genius which can adapt its exertions to situations untried."

Besides, the new circumstances which Mr. Grenville

encountered, were of his own creafion : he assumed an

hypothesis, that the country was so much exhausted, as

not to have the means ot adequate revenue without a new

source; but his theory was demonstrably erroneous: such

a revenue was raised as, exclusive ol America, and during

the continuance ot peace, annually reduced the national debt.

Industrious as Mr. Grenville showed himself in .his inqui

ries, and accurate in financial calculations, as a politician

he proved himself not equal to the situation in which he

was placed. His projects to produce a partial increase of

revenue drove the colonies to disaffection, and generated

a fatal political change, without obtaining the revenue

which he sought, and which might have accrued circuit-

ously to the country if he had left the subject untouched.

Mr. Grenville has been charged with being the tool of

lord Bute to establish absolute power ; but his conduct

affords no ground to justify the imputation of unconstitu

tional views. The proceedings respecting Wilkes were

rash and precipitate, but interfered no more with liberty,

than the measures of every minister had done since the

revolution. His schemes of finance, on which, including

t See (iriliiio.il writings of 17fi5. passim ; also Juniits's Letter to the Hake

nt IScdfoiil iu a note. ii See the admim!lle charaeter of lirunville, drawn by

Mr. Burke, in his s;)';.:i:H on American taxation. .
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American taxation, the merits of his ministerial character CHAP.

rest, display an industrious man, of official habits and ^^-v^/

experience, conversant in details, without rising to the i765.

general principle's of political economy ; but neither in

their plan nor execution do they manifest arbitrary inten

tions. In his acts he did not conceive himself to be vio

lating the rights of British subjects ; and in his measures

for the operation of his acts, he showed no intention nor

disposition to give them effect by force. Authentic history

is not justified in exhibiting him as the promoter of arbi

trary power ; but the reviewer of his administration, allow

ing him the credit of an upright public steward, will

discern that he was not a consummate statesman, and must

regret that political measures most fatal to this country

originated in the ministerial projects of Mr. George

Grenville.
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CHAP. V.

Jiis majesty continues to desire a ministry unconnected

with party politics.—Applies through lord Bute to Mr.

Pitt for that purpose—Mr. Pitt's propositions deemed

by the sovereign inadmissible.—Frustrated in his grand

object, the king commissions the duke of Cumberland tf

form a ministry.—The marquis of Kockingham- and the

•whig party come into office.—New ministry court the

popular favour—but want the support and cooperation

of Mr. Pitt.—Sudden death of their patron, the duke

of Cumberland.—Change in administration encourages

in America opposition to the stamp act.—Colonial con

certs and associations against British commodities.—

Outcry in Britain against the stamp act.—Meeting of

parliament.—American affairs chief subjects of ministe

rial consideration.—Minister's plan, a declaratory law,

reserving the right of taxation and the repeal of the

jtamp act—plan adopted—declaratory lawpassed—repeal

of the stamp act.—Rockinghani's system shows good

intentions, but temporizingpolicy.--Series ofpopular acts.

—Planfor the government ofCanada.—Change ofminis

try.—Mr. Pitt receives full powers to form a new

administration.—View of affairs in British India, from

the close cf the war with France to the grant of the

Dewanne.—Character of the system pursued by the

company's servants in India at this period,

\ /

CHAP. WHEN the Grenrille administration was draw-

^ ' ing to a close, offers had been again made to Mr. Pitt,

)7(-5 but that illustrious statesman, considering solely the good

of his country, and proposing ministers to be appointed

merely for their fitness, made no allowance for particular

predilections, would not accede to any terms short of a

complete change of men, measures, and counsels, and

would not even gratify the court by leaving to its appoint

ment the subordinate offices. His majesty did not deem
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it expedient to purchase at such a price even the services CHAP.

of Mr. Pitt. The agent in this last negotiation had been ^

the duke of Cumberland, who was now employed by the 1765

king to form a. new ministry. The duke had himself been

much connected with the whig party ; of which, the duke

of Newcastle being far advanced in years, the marquis of

Rockingham, an upright, amiable, and well disposed

nobleman, of very great fortune, was now reckoned the

head. His highness, not having succeeded in his appli

cation to Mr. Pitt, made proposals to the marquis of

Rockingham, which he, without any communication With

that great man, accepted. The marquis of Rockingham

was made first lord of the treasury, the duke of New-

castle lord privy seal, Mr. Dowdeswell chancellor of the "on

exchequer, the duke of Grafton and general Conway

principal secretaries of state, and the earl of Northington

chancellor.

THIS administration, considering itself as the whig

confederacy, which had in two preceding reigns possessed

the direction of affairs, appeared determined to proceed

upon the whig principles, and to court popular favour ;

for ability or political experience none of the principal min

isters were distinguished. The severest accuser of lord

Bute would not pretend that the marquis of Rockingham

was raised for his wisdom, any more than his lordship j

so far, however, as pleasing manners and whig principles,

with moderate talents, fit a man for conducting the affairs

of a great nation, the marquis was qualified for being

prime minister. This cabinet did not at first attain the

popularity which its members **pected from the appoint

ment of a whig connexion. Why, said the city of Lon

don and other numerous bodies, is not Mr. Pitt at the

head of affairs ? The marquis of Rockingham may be a

very well disposed man, but what are the proofs of his poli

tical capacity and of his being able to remedy the many

evils that have befallen this country since the resignation

of Mr. Pitt? The public had, in fact, without perceiving

it, undergone a change of opinion as to the constituents

of a beneficial administration. Men no longer considered

the question, Is or is not the minister connected with the

fjreat whig familes ? but, Is he or is he not fit for con-
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CHAP, ducting the business of the nation ? It was apprehended

.—,,--, that the whig party had made its peace with the secret

irfis junto by which, according to the prevailing popular hypo

thesis, the country was governed. The chief prop of this

ministry, was the duke of Cumberland, who was himself

a most zealous whig, with all the principles, sentiments,

and prejudices which had distinguished that party during

the reign of his father and grandfather; but this advan-

))eajh of tage thcv did not long eniov : on the 31st of October his

the ilukc of ",,.', i • i i , i* r i • tr

Cumber- royal highness died suddenly of an apoplexy, in the forty-

land- fifth year of his age.

>liacharac- WILLIAM AUGUSTUS duke of Cumberland was a man

of very respectable and amiable moral qualities. In the

private relations of life, his conduct was highly merito

rious. He was an affectionate brother and uncle, a mild

and generous master, a sincere and ardent friend, and a

zealous well wisher to the interests of his country. He

was charitable to the poor, liberally bestowed alms on

those who could not work to earn their bread, and devised

a variety of employments for those who could labour. He

was a brave, intrepid soldier ; and if, as a general, he

was not very successful, his disappointments could not be

imputed to want of resolution, activity, or enterprise.

His campaigns in Flanders were, no doubt, less successful

than the expectation of the country anticipated ; but those

were too sanguine. It was not considered that his high

ness, when commander in chief of the allied army, was

only four-and-twenty years of age, with few antecedent

opportunities of military experience, and had to combat

marshal Saxj, one of the irst generals of the time, at the

head of a more powerful army than F'rance had ever

before brought into the field. His conduct during the

rebellion met with great praise. The severities that

followed (and which the perverse malignity of jacobitet

styled cruelty, and no doubt exaggerated/ in order to ren

der the heroic prince unpopular) were perhaps salutary

and beneficial. Fortune does not always attend the

r The report generally prevalent in Scotland, concerning the sufferings of

rrliels not brought to trial, are so totally inconsistent with the mild and benevo

lent I'liaracter of the roynl general, and are founded on suppositions so repug

nant to law, justice, and oominon hcmianity, that they carry with them intnase

evidence of their falsehood.
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brave. The campaign, which ended at Cloister-Seven, CHAP.

certainly was not successful : his highness's retreat, how- •^v^,

over, saved a number of brave men, who might have ,7C5

been destroyed by the French, had he been rash enough

to continue the contest. His cautious prudence preserved

an army destined to victory under another general, and

actually laid the foundation of prince Ferdinand's suc

cesses. His highness, after this event living in retire

ment, was eminent for the exercise of the private virtues;

and so liberal, munificent, and kind was he to all within

the sphere of his influence, that, although historical read-

»rs may perhaps not immediately discover in his life the

ground for his usual title of the GREAT duke of Cumber

land, they can in every part of his character find facts to

justify the application of the GOOD duke.

WHEN the change of ministry became known in Ame- Proceed^

rica, the spirit which had been long gathering burst into "

open violence ; first and principally at Boston, and after

wards in several of the other colonies. At Boston the

fury of the populace was directed against the officers of .the crown ; both those who were supposed friendly to

taxation in general, and those who were appointed for

executing the stamp act. Their houses were pillaged,

their furniture was destroyed, their official papers were

committed to the flames, and only by concealment did

they save their persons. The governor assembled the

council of the province, and found no inclination in them

to suppress the riots.™ He attempted to muster some

companies of militia in order to keep the peace; but they

refused to obey his orders. The stamp officer, seeing the

danger of the employment which he was required to exer

cise, resigned his office. In the other colonies the dis

orders were not so outrageous as at Boston, but were

sufficiently violent to frighten revenue officers from col

lecting the duty on stamps. No duty was levied, and the

act was completely inefficient. Deputies from nine of the

thirteen colonies met at New York, on the first of Octo

ber 1765, to hold a general congress.* After having

* Sec Stedman's History, p. 30.

1 " The tour colonies not represented in this conjrrciw were. New Hamp

shire, Virginia, North (jarolina, ainl Georgia, r'roin the last three of these,

teputias were not sent, berause the Inters from MusjacliuWlti bay
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CHAP. spent several days in debate and deliberation, the dele-

,—K.^, gates drew up a declaration of the rights and grievances of

l-C5- the colonies. Respecting the first head, their rights, they

proceeded more on the moderate principles of Virginia

and the middle colonies, than on the violent republican

ideas of New England ; the rights which they asserted

they claimed as British subjects, and according to the

British constitution. The declaration set forth, that they

owed the same allegiance to the sovereign as the people

of Great Britain, and all due subordination to parliament;

that they were entitled to the same rights, privileges, and

immunities, as their fellow subjects ; that no taxes could

be imposed upon free born Britons, but by their ovvn con

sent, or that of their representatives ; that the colonies

were not, and could not be, represented in parliament;

that the only representatives of the inhabitants of the

colonies were those that were chosen by themselves; and

that no taxes had been or could be imposed upon them

but by their representatives ; that all supplies to the crown

were free gifts from the people ; that, therefore, it was unireasonable in the British parliament to grant the property

of the inhabitants of the colonies; and finally, that trial by

jury was the right of a British subject. They next pro

ceeded to their grievances : the stamp act tended to subvert

the right and liberties ot the colonies ; the duties imposed,

unconstitutional in their principle, were oppressive in

their operation, and the payment impracticable ; the British

manufactures, which they were in the habit of purchasing',

contributed greatly to the revenue ; the restrictions impo

sed by the late acts would disable them from purchasing

these articles, and consequently would materially injure

the revenue ; the increase and prosperity of the colonies

depended on the free enjoyment of their rights and liber

ties : and these considerations of right and expediency

they had firmly, but respectfully, urged in memorials and

petitions to the king and both houses of parliament.

during the reeraa of their assemblies, which were not afterwards permitted <•

im-ct till .l.t 1st of October iiml i. r-«. i! : and ill New Hampshire, the asserublj

did not think Tit .•• appoint deputies, although thcv approved of the holding of «

•_•> 1*' ;• .i ('.ri; ,•. . , and siginfied an inclination to join in any petition that suoiUd

!le uerced m» u. •; the deputies of tlie othui' coluuieK." See. Stedinan's Historr,

Vol. 1. p. SB.
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BESIDES the actual resolutions formed, an important CHAP.

point was gained by the meeting of this congress, in the ^

establishment of a correspondence and concert between ,-65

the leading men of the several colonies ; which paved the

way for a combination, should future circumstances render

their joint efforts necessary or expedient. The moderation

of their proceedings, the alleged grounds of their claims, the

fairness of their professions, and the apparent respectful

ness of their statements to the king and parliament, mani

fested a sound policy, much more formidable than tumul

tuous violence. Associations were formed for prohibiting Resoiu-

the importation of British manufactures until the stamp ,^,,4 ;m.

act should be repealed. On the 1st of November, when p»rt« from

, * . , . . Britain:

the act was to commence, neither stamps nor distributors

were to be found. Commerce was at a stand, because

the instruments were wanting that were now to legalize

its transactions. The civil courts could not proceed for

the same reason. The customs could not be levied : in

short there was a general stagnation of business ; and

Mr. Grenville's scheme of taxation, so far from improving

the revenue, obstructed one of its principal sources.

In Britain, great clamours arose against the stamp act, eflecuof

and the manufacturing and mercantile interests promoted jj^n"

petitions for its repeal. The colonies were represented as

grossly injured, and the violence which had been commit

ted was imputed to despair. Britain itself was in a dis

tressed situation ; manufactures were at a stand, commerce

was stagnant, provisions were at an enormous price, and

a numerous, populace without the means of procuring a

livelihood. A great part of our evils was imputed to the

situation of America; and from that cause, commercial

difficulties were likely to increase ; as vast sums were

owing to British merchants from the colonies, which the

debtors declared an inability to pay in their present situation.

AMERICAN affairs were the chief objects that engaged Flam of

the attention of the Kockingham administration, whose

situation was extremely delicate and embarrassing. On

the one hand, the Grenville party, the devisers of Ameri

can taxation, and the framers of the stamp act, insisted on

coercive measures : on the other, Mr. Pitt and his adhe

rents disavowed the right of taxing America, and acquU

VOL. I. R r
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CHAP. esccd in the revenue circuitously derived from her by

commerce. Ministry proposed to steer a middle course,1765. which they thought would neither precipitate disturbances

in America by the rashness of their counsels, nor degrade

the dignity of the crown and nation by irresolution and

weakness. Mr. Secretary Conway wrote letters to this

purport to the governors of the chief colonies, expressing

at the same time a disposition to grant relief to grievances,

and to vindicate the rights of the British crown and par

liament. He recommended to them to try lenient mea

sures ; but, if they should fail, to use the force with which

they were intrusted.

Mectingof PARLIAMENT met on the 16th of December 1765;

parlia- . . ... , , . ...

mcnt when his m 'jesty in his speech took notice of importantoccurrences in America. He stated, as a reason for

assembling the parliament before the holidays, that nume

rous vacancies* had taken place in the house of commons,

which he wished them to have an opportunity of sup

plying, that they might proceed after the recess to a great

variety of important affairs. On the 14th of January1766. 1766, they met after the hjlidaysj his majesty again, in

his speech from the throne, treated chiefly of American

affairs, and recommended such a temperature of policy as

might restore harmony to the colonies, without detracting

from the rights of Britain. This was the middle course

which ministry adopted, and by which they hoped to

satisfy both the promoters and opposers of American

taxation. The beginning of the session was employed in

examining a great variety of petitions, both from Ameri

cans and from British merchants and manufacturers ; the

object of which was, to establish the evils that resulted

from the stamp act. The original proposers of the tax

contended, that these petitions were procured by ministe

rial artifice; but that, even if trade had suffered to the

degree alleged in those petitions, it would be better to

submit to a temporary inconvenience, than by a repeal of

the act to hazard the total loss of British supremacy.

% • To ascertain the grounds of the petitions and com

plaints, and also other important facts respecting the colo-

J By the ucw appointments, and the change of ministry.
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nies, witnesses were examined by parliament ; and of CHAP.

these, the most distinguished was Benjamin Franklin, v^^^^

Bred a printer, this extraordinary man, through genius ir68-

and industry regulated and directed by judgment, rose to

a high pinnacle of physical discovery : he soon showed,

that the mind which could elicit fire from the heavens,

could converge and reverberate the rays of moral and

political light. He had visited and inspected the greater

part of the colonies, was well acquainted with the best

informed and ablest men in all, and none was conceived

more accurately to know the circumstances of the colonies

and the dispositions of the people, or more ably to com

prehend the policy which in such circumstances and

dispositions would be most suitable and beneficial.

Highly estimated among his countrymen, he had been,

appointed the provincial agent for representing to the

British government the evils that must accrue from the

new system of taxation. The Grenville ministry little

regarded statements tending to demonstrate the impolicy

of their own measures. By the Rockingham adminis

tration his accounts were very differently received, and

he was called to give evidence before the house of com

mons. His testimony tended to prove, that the colonists

were well affected to the parent country, and considered

the interests of Britain and America so closely connected,

that they could not be separated without the greatest loss

to both parties. Impressed as they were with this truth,

and attached to the parent country, theirs was the affection

of British subjects, enjoying constitutional rights : the

new system of taxation and the stamp act they deemed

flagrant violations of those rights, and would not submit

to the present act, or any other proceeding from the same

principle, unless they were compelled ; a conciliatory sys

tem, therefore, beginning with the repeal of the stamp act,

would reestablish tranquillity and harmony. Such was

the substance of Franklin's evidence ; and from its intrin

sic probability and consistency, as well as the character of

the witness, it made a very strong impression both on

parliament and the public.

THOSE who were friendly to a repeal consisted of two

parties : the friends of ministry, who maintained the right
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CHAP, of American taxation, although they supported the expe-

V' diency of rescinding that particular act ; and the votaries

1766 of Mr. Pitt, who entirely denied to parliament the right of

taxation. The question resolved itself, therefore, into

two divisions : 1st, whether Britain possessed the right of

taxing the colonies or not ? 2dly, whether the stamp act

was or was not expedient ? The first question, depending

chiefly upon great and constitutional principles, afford

ed an ample field for political reasoning. The deniers of

the right of taxation, after prefatory remarks on the nature

and end of government, and the component principles of

just and beneficial polity, took a view of the constitution

of England in ihe means that it has established for levy

ing taxes. Tracing our history up to the earliest times,

and pursuing it downwards, they contended, that no Bri

tish subject had been taxed but by himself or his repre

sentatives ; and that this right the planters of colonies

carried with them when they emigrated, not as a specific

charter granted to those colonies, but as a general right of

British subjects. The operation of this right they illus

trated in a great variety of instances ; they endeavoured

at the same time to make a distinction between what they

called external duties, that is, restrictions on commerce ;

and internal, to be levied on the body of the people.

They adduced various arguments from the practice of

ancient states ; and quoted modern instances of the impol

icy of coercive measures and taxation on colonies.

THE arguments in favour of taxation were less for

cible, though more extensive and detailed, and supported

by a great variety of alleged precedents as well as instan

ces. The British constitution was in a fluctuating state ;

and many things which were once constitutional were no

longer so naw. Various taxes had been raised, contrary

to law, by forced benevolences, ship money, and other

muans ; and the connexion between the representation

and taxation could not stand the test of historical inquiry :

representation was very arbitrary and accidental ; whereas

taxation was general. There was in the different colonies

a diversity of forms and regulations, which all showed the

jurisdiction of the mother country, exerting itself as might

best answer the circumstances of the case ; and heretofore
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duties had been levied without the least opposition. The CHAP.

Navigation act shut up their commerce with foreign coun- .—N^^.

tries ; but did they ever question the legality of that act ? 1766

Their ports were made subject to duties which cramped

and diminished their trade, yet it never was maintained

that this impost was illegal. The distinction between

internal and external taxes was totally unfounded ; if a

tax were laid on any article at the ports of New England,

Pennsylvania, Virginia, or any other colony, its operation

would be as much felt as if it were raised in the inland

part of the country. Respecting the representation in

parliament, the Americans were as much represented as

the greatest part of the people of England. America, it

was alleged by the Grenville party, never could have

objected to taxation, unless they had been encouraged by

the seditious doctrines recently so prevalent in England.

The question was not now, what was law, and what was

the constitution ? but, what is law, and what is the consti

tution ? If a practice had generally prevailed, had been

held to be law, and never had been questioned, as a num

ber of precedents proved this to be, it became law and the

constitution by that very admission. Various statutes

respecting Chester, Durham, and other places, were

quoted, particularly by Mr. Grenville, to support the

practice of taxing without representation. Protection

and obedience were reciprocal : we protected America,

therefore she was bound to obey this country, and she

must either obey in all points, or in none. When was

America emancipated ? Was she not still dependent on

the mother country ?

MR. PITT, who had spoken with his usual ability on

the opposite side, replied to Mr. Grenville, and demon

strated the absurdity of arguing on judicial precedents in

great questions of legislative policy. " I come not here

" (he said) armed at all points with law cases and acts of

" parliament, with the statute book doubled down in dogs

" ears, to defend the cause of liberty ; but for the defence

" of liberty, upon a general constitutional principle : it is

" a ground on which I stand firm ; on which I dare meet.

" any man." He contended, that if America had yielded

to taxation by the British parliament, in which she was
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CHAP. not represented, she would yield to slavery ; and that a

v myriad of judicial decisions could not make slavery

17fig liberty, nor agreeable to the constitution of England. He

insisted that there was a difference between internal and

external taxation ; the first being imposed for the express

purpose of raising a revenue, and the second for that of

regulating commerce. Mr. Grenville had asked, when

were the colonies emancipated? " When (said Mr. Pitt)

" were they made slaves ? America has produced to this

" country, through a trade in all its branches, a revenue of

" two millions a year: this is the price that America pays

" you for protection. Are the proceeds of the stamp act to

" indemnify us for the loss of that revenue ? and, as she has

" shown a determination to resist, how are you to render

" your stamp act efficient ? Is it by force ? force will destroy

• " the value of the object for which you are contending : the

" event will be extremely precarious, and even success

" destructive: if America falls, she will fall like the strong

" man, and with her pull down the pillars of the constitu-

" tion." On these grounds, he proposed that the stamp act

should be absolutely, totally, and immediately repealed.

MINISTRY introduced a prefatory bill, declaring that

Britain had a right to tax America. The declaratory act

passed in the beginning of March; and on the 18th, the

stamp act was repealed, by a majority of 2J5 to I67.z Some

time after, another bill was passed to indemnify those

who had incurred penalties on account of the stamp act.

Popular THE great object of the Rockinghain ministry appearsto have been popularity. The cyder tax had been

most undeservedly unpopular. To court the favour

of the people, they proposed and procured the repeal of

this tax, though equitable and productive. Resolutions ot

the house were passed, declaring the illegality of general

warrants and the seizure of papers. They proposed and

procured an act for restraining the importation of foreign

silks, and thereby excited the joyful gratitude of the

English manufacturers. The price of corn still continu

ing high, provisions were made for preventing monopoly and

exports, and procuring by importation a more liberal supply.

7. See PurliamcaUry Journal*.
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They promoter! the extension of trade, especially by a CHAP,

commercial treaty with Russia. Notwithstanding these L^^^

popular and beneficial acts, the ministry could not acquire IT66

credit, strength, and stability. The votaries of the hypo

thesis concerning secret influence, represented them as the

tools of lord Bute, who employed them until a more effi

cient cabinet could be formed, and would soon abandon

them when no longer necessary for his purpose. The

partisans of Mr. Pitt, and those who from patriotism wish

ed the reigns of government to be placed in the ablest

hands, desired that he should be prime minister; and

before the termination of the session, a. great majority of

the nation wished and expected a speedy change of min

istry. Their immediate dissolution is generally believed

to have been accelerated by the chancellor Northington.

Alter the prorogation of parliament, ministers projected

a plan for the civil government of Canada. The new sys

tem proposed to leave to the natives their ancient rights of

property or civil laws, and to temper the rigour of their

criminal code by the more equitable and liberal system of

English jurisprudence. The chancellor represented the

scheme as theoretical, visionary, and totally unworthy of

practical statesmen ; and declared he could no longer be

a member of so incapable an administration. His majesty

Was convinced of their incompetency to carry on with

beneficial effect the functions of administration. He made

overtures to Mr. Pitt, containing ample powers to form a

a ministry, and on the 12th of July the administration of

the marquis of Rockingham terminated.

ROCKINGHAM'S ministry had been formed on a prin

ciple which prevailed during the greater part of the two

preceding reigns. It was composed of what was called

the whig connexion, but certainly showed neither ability

nor efficiency that could make it permanent. The extra

ordinary powers of Burke, which were employed in its

defence, endeavoured to impute its dissolution to the inte

rior cabinet, the existence of which he assumed, and the

fancied operation of which he described with such strength

and brilliancy." But it really fell, from its own weakness:

* In his Thoughts on the Discontenti.
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CHAP. in the most important offices there was neither great

v^r>r>^ talents, political knowledge, nor official experience. The

17S6 marquis himself was a very upright and disinterested man,

and his colleagues possessed fair and respectable charac

ters ; but they do not appear to have acted from their own

judgment: they wished to please all parties, a sentiment

indicating more of an amiable disposition than of profound

wisdom, and leading to indecisive and consequently inef

fectual measures. Of this kind was their principal policy,

that ascertained the character of their administration—the

law which declared the British right of taxing America,

and the repeal of the stamp act.b Their less important

measures were popular rather than able. They certainly

were very moderate in the bestowal of lucrative appoint

ments on themselves or their friends ; but, on the other

hand, their claims on public gratitude were not great.

Perhaps, indeed, it will be difficult to find, in the history o£

ministers, a set of men more respectable for private charac

ters, or more inefficient as public servants, than the marquis

of Rockingham's administration.Affairs of BEFORE we proceed with British affairs, it is neces

sary to take a view of India. On the coasts of Coro-

mandel and Malabar, we have brought the narrative of

those India transactions in which France was concerned,

to the close of the war. Those of Bengal, to which her

power and influence in the last years of hostilities very

h The* reader will, I hope, pardon me for repeating what 1 had formerly

written on thir* subject, us it illustrate* the grounds on which I formed a judg

ment of the marquis ot liockinghum's ministry.—" An attempt to satisfy two

parties ot totally contrary views, by not deciding; the point at issue, is rarely

eillier the offspring of wisdom, or the parent of success. Such temporizing

indecision generally dis.snUnties both parties, and keeps the differences alire.

The stamp aet had been opposed in America, not as inexpedient, bat as unjust.

They Inn! not pretended that ihey could not pay the impost, but that the impo-

sort h?(l no right to tax. Either the stamp act was a grievance, or was not : if

a grieviuiet.', the redress did not apply to .the subjeet of complaint ; if not a

a grievance, uhv offer redress ? If the objections of the colonies were ground

less, it would have been just in parliament to disregard them ; and wise or

unwise, according to the value of the objeet, means ol coercion, and probable

result. If the right was ascertained, and we thought coercion prudent, the

repeal would be absurd ; if not the declaration of right would be a mere impo

tent bravado. If the complaints of America were well grounded, then it would

have been just and wise to renounce the exercise of an unjust power. Here wm

the maintenance of an obnoxious speculative principle, with the abandonment of

practical heue-fit, for w hich only it could deserve support. The declaratory law

tended In counteract, in America, the effect of the repeal The measures of

the U'a .u.gliuin administration were esteemed the result of good intentions, but

if feeble and rhort -sighted policy." Life of Uarke, 1st edition, p. 76.
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little extended, we have not pursued to so late a period, hut CM VH.

left them at the perfect establishment of the company's V

power. Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn, the viceroy of these 176S

provinces, elevated by the English, and dependent on

them, found himself by his elevation surrounded with dif

ficulties and dangers. The relations of his deposed pre

decessor regarded with resentment the man whom they

deemed the murderer of their kinsman, and the usurper

of his power. The sums stipulated to indemnify the

English had exhausted his treasury ; and the commercial

privileges granted to them, diminished the revenue by

which he 'might have repaired his finances. To relieve

his necessities, he betook himself to unwarrantable and

tyrannical methods of levying money, and thus lost the

affections of his subjects. From the indigence and dissa

tisfaction of his people, he was unable to procure or extort

the supplies that he required ; his troops were ill paid and

useless ; and his principal lords not only resisted his arbi

trary exactions, but refused the just and accustomed tri

bute. Thus distressed, he tried to relieve himself by

infringing on the privileges and exemptions granted to the

servants of the India company, and thereby alienated the

affections of those who alone were able to defend him

against his enemfes. In the year 1758, the mogul or

emperor of Hindostan had been deposed by a conspiracy,

headed by his vizier, and assisted by the Mahrattas; and

not long after his deposition, he died in prison. His

eldest son, Shah Zadda, endeavoured to assert his

right to the throne of Hindostan, and was seconded by

Mr. Law, a French gentleman, who, with about two

hundred of his countrymen, after the conquest of the

French settlements in Bengal by the English, had retired

among the natives. Shah Zadda marched toward the

frontiers of Bengal. Ramnorain, the nabob, or gover

nor of Patna, within Jaffier's viceYoyalty, had refused to

acknowledge his authority, until the approach of colonel

Clive and the English army intimidated him to submission.

When Shah Z idda reached the vicinity of Patna, Kam-

norain, thought the present a good opportunity to render

himself independent of the viceroy of Bengal, and decla

red for the prince of Hindostan. Jaffier was again obli'

VOL. I. S s
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CHAP. ged to apply to the English council. Colonel CHve marched

towards Patna ; Ramnorain proposed to return to his alle-

1766 giance ; and Shah Zadda retired, sending at the same

time a letter to colonel Clive, representing his distressed

situation, and declaring that he did not mean to disturb

Jaffier's government, but wished to collect a force against

the usurper of his father's throne. Colonel Clive, finding

on inquiry that it would be impolitic to interfere in his

behalf, sent him a very polite answer, declining, in the

company's name, to take any share in the dispute concern

ing the succession. Soon after, on the 14th of January

176O, colonel Clive resigned the command to colonel Cail-

laud, and returned to Europe.

SHAH ZADDA, despairing of assistance from the Eng

lish, took the advantage of the interval between the

departure of colonel Clive, and the arrival of his suc

cessor. Attacking and defeating Ramnorain, he besieged

Patna; but colonel Caillaud, with the European troops,

having come to its relief, he raised the siege. The prince,

now by the death of his father declared emperor of Hin-

dostan, by the name of Shah Allum, was assailed by the

British and Bengal troops, and entirely defeated.

New rero- Itf the summer of 176O, Mr. Vansittart arrived at

Bc«"al." Calcutta as governor general, and successor to colonel

Clive, when a new scheme of politics was adopted. It

was the opinion of the council, that the war in support of

Meer Jaffier was extremely imprudent ; that he was

unworthy of the protection of the English ; that he was

altogether destitute of gratitude for the favours which he

had received ; that he and his son were endeavouring to

dissolve the connexion ; that the young mogul's affairs

wore a favourable aspect in his own country ; that it would

be wise in the company to enter into a treaty with the

hereditary prince ; and that, if established on the throne

of Delhi, he might be a most beneficial ally. To this

alliance, the enmity between Shah Allum and J-affier was a

great, but, to the ingenuity of the council, not an insuper

able obstacle. It appeared to the governor general and

council of Calcutta, that Jaffier was totally unfit for the

viceroyalty ; and therefore it was expedient that he should

have a protector, invested with full powers to guide him.
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to the best and most salutary counsels. The fittest person CHAP.

for this office was conceived to be Cossim Ally Khan, ^^^

son-in-law to the viceroy ;' to arrange nnd execute the ir6s

proposed change, therefore, governor Vansittart and colp-

nel Caillaud marched to Moorshedabad, surrounded his

palace, and demanded that he should dismiss evil counsel

lors, and instantly place his government in the hands of

his son-in-law ; threatening, in case of refusal, to storm the

palace. Jaffier, knowing that he was incapable of resist

ance against such a force, yielded to their request, and

beseeched them to grant him an asylum in Calcutta; to

which they assented, on condition that he would entirely

abdicate the viceroyalty. Cossim was proclaimed subah

of the three provinces, having previously stipulated, as a

recompense for this great service done to the provinces,

the entire resignation to the India company of a consider

able part of the revenue. The new viceroy generously

bestowed a present for the use of the army, amounting

to five lacks of rupees, about 62,50Ol. and further added a

gift of twenty lacks of rupees, about 225,0001. to general

Vansittart, and three other members of a select committee

which had concerted the plan. There were however,

members of the council, and others, who did not approve

of these transactions. Jaffier's viceroyalty had been

guaranteed by a treaty, of which there was no evidence to

show any violation on his part, no proof that he had con-spired against the English interest. Nothing conducive

to the general advantage of the company could be ration

ally expected from such a revolution, as no successor

could be more completely subject to them, from his want

of personal capacity or importance : and this last reasoning

was found by experience to be just.

COSsIM ALLY KHAN was of a character very different Conim

from that of his father-in-law. Bold, subtle, enterprising, s

and ingenious, he conceived the design of freeing himself

from dependence on the English. Not ascribing to gen

erosity, services for* which he had paid so high a price, he

did not think that he owed a return of gratitude. Though

determined, however, to attempt his own emancipation, he

c His own sea hid been killed ty a flash of lightning.
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CHAP. did not precipitately discover his intentions. He availed

L^-vr^. himself of their assistance, defeated Shah Allum, and

1,-fjii. drove him from the frontiers of his province. He also

reduced the refractory rajahs, who had rebelled against

the feeble administration of Jaffier, and compelled them to

make good the payment of their tribute; repaired the

exhausted finances, confirmed the discipline and fidelity

of his troops, and brought his territories to peace and

obedience. Having thus secured himself at home, he

began to prepare for shaking off his dependence on the

English. He first removed from Moorshedabad, where

his conduct, from his vicinity to Calcutta, was exposed to

the vigilant and jealous inspection of the company ; and

in 1761, pitched his residence at Mongheer, two hundred

miles farther up the Ganges, which he strongly fortified.

He also began to new model his army, and tried to over

come the timidity that made them stand so much in awe

of British soldiers. Sensible of the superiority of Euro

pean discipline, he studied it with great attention, taught

it to his soldiers, and introduced the European modes and

construction of fire arms. He changed the muskets from

match-locks to fire-locks; and, altering the cannon, formed,

according to the English pattern, a powerful train of artil

lery. Aware of the mischiefs from treachery, so frequent

in India, he endeavoured to conciliate the chief men of

his court, and confined or cut off those whom he appre

hended to be insincere. Having thus strengthened him

self, he began gradually to throw off the mask. In the

latter end of the year 17G2, he insisted that the English

private traders should be subjected to the regular payment

of duties throughout his dominions. This step alarmed

the factory, and Mr. Vansittart himself went up to Mong

heer, to expostulate with him on the subject. The viceroy

answered with great firmness, that if the English were

permitted to trade without paying of customs, they would

in time monopolise the commerce,of his country, and con

sequently annihilate that part of his revenue. Should this

be the case, it would be much more for his interest to lay

his trade entirely open, which would draw a greater num

ber of merchants into his dominions, promote the sale of

their produce and manufactures, enrich his territories, and
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improve his revenue. He added, that it would also CHAP.

effectually cut off the principal subjects of dispute between

him and the English, an object which he professed to have 1766very much at heart. The governor, sensible that an open revolts

' ... ,° i . . Hi <"•("a 1l'«

trade was in the viceroy fc power, and that it would be a English.great loss to the private traffic of the company's servants,

thought it expedient to agree to certain restrictions. The

factory at Calcutta, informed of this agreement, was

enraged ; and it was now generally regretted that Jaffier

had not been suffered to continue upon his throne. On

the 17th of January 1763, the council of Calcutta publicly

disavowed the treaty concluded by the governor, not only

as having been made without authority, but as being dis

honourable to the English name, and pernicious to the

English interest. Great disputes arose, commerce was

interrupted, and applications were made to Cossim to

tnter into a new agreement ; but, confident of his strength,

he peremptorily refused, and even returned a very haughty

answer: both sides now prepared for war.

THE English struck the first blow, by surprising Patna

•n the 25th of June 1763; but the conquerors, despising

the enemy too much, neglected prudent precautions. In

their eagerness to pillage that opulent city, they dispersed

themselves on every side. The Indian governor informed

»f the disorder of the enemy, and reinforced by the coun

try, returned to Patna, attacked the scattered English,

destroyed many of them, and compelled the rest to seek

refuge in the forti Finding themselves unable to defend

the place, they abandoned it, crossed the Ganges, -and

marched downwards toward Calcutta. On the 1st of

July they were overtaken by the enemy in great force,

and, after an obstinate resistance, entirely defeated. About

this time the deputies that had been sent to Mongheer,

returned to the presidency, and were, with their attendants,

treacherously murdered. Major Adams now took the

field, with one regiment of the king's forces, a few of the

company's two troops of European cavalry, ten companies

of Sepoys, and twelve pieces of cannon. The English

commander was anxiously desirous to bring the enemy to

battle; and, by his judicious manoeuvres, succeeded (July

19) in compelling them to an action at Ballasora on the
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CHAP. Ganges, about forty miles below Moorshedabad.d Cos-

v sim's troops, elated with recent victory and improved in

V^*?T-^ discipline, received the Europeans with great firmness, but

were at last completely defeated. Major Adams losing

no time, proceeded immediately to Moorshedabad, but

found a considerable body of the enemy intrenched before

the place. Their intrenchments were fifteen feet high,

and defended by numerous artillery : the English com

mander, therefore, had recourse to stratagem. On the

23d of July, in the evening, with a small body, he made a

feint of an attack upon the part were the enemy was strong

est; and the same night, while the Indians were amused

on that side, he led the main body of his troops round to

the weakest and least defensive part of the intrenchments.

The Indians in the morning, astonished and frightened by

this movement, abandoned their position, and left Moor

shedabad to the English. Major Adams, without slack

ening his diligence, pursued the viceroy through marshes

and forests, across many wide branches of the Ganges.

Cossim, with great judgment, abstaining from a decisive

engagement, defended his dominions post by post, and in

various detachments. On the 2d of August, however,

they were so strongly stationed on the banks of Nullas, one

of the tributary rivers of the Ganges, that they resolved

to await the attack of the enemy. A very obstinate battle

took place, in which at last, the English obtained the vic

tory. The Indians again made a stand at a strong fort

called Audanulla, covered in front by a considerable

swamp, on one side by mountains, and on the other by the

river. To this natural security, they added very strong

fortifications, amounting to 100 pieces of cannon, and sur

rounded by a deep ditch, fifty-four feet wide, and full of

water, except on the side of the mountains. The only dry

ground by which the English could carry on their

approaches, was a small part between the swamp and the

river. Having invested the place on this side for a fort

night, without much progress, major Adams tried another.

(1 The reader, who has not attended minutely to the geogwphy of I ! . n

gill, will be pleased to observe, that this is uyt BalUuore, whirli is at the mouth

of the Gang?;.
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Observing that the Indians, who trusted to its remoteness CHAP.

and natural strength, were negligent on the side of the

mountain, he detached, during the night of the 4th Sep- ,760

tember, major Irvine, to attack that post; and before day

break, followed with the rest of his troops. By this unex

pected movement, the Indians were thrown into the utmost

conlusion : the intrenchments were carried sword in hand,

and great slaughter ensued. They abandoned the place,

and made no farther stand until they came to Mongheer,

the viceroy's residence. Major Adams followed them, and

on the 2d of October invested the town, which, after nine

days siege, surrendered at discretion. The last strong

post of Cossim now was Patna, which was well fortified,

and defended by ten thousand troops within the city, with

large bodies of horse in the neighbourhood, to annoy the

besiegers. Cossim had about two hundred English prison

ers, taken in the defeat at Patna, whom he cruelly mur

dered : but they were not long unrevenged. He had,

indeed, made skilful dispositions for the defence of his

city, but not sufficient to withstand English force and art,

so well conducted. On the 6th of November, after a

siege of eight days, major Adams took the city by storm ;

and thus, first of Europeans, effected the entire conquest

of the kingdom of Bengal. He fought, in four months,

four decisive battles, forced the strongest intrenchments,

took too regularly fortified places, with great quantities of

arms and stores, and subdued the ablest, most skilful, cau

tious, and resolute enemy which Britain had yet encountered

in India.

DRIVEN from his own territories, Cossim sought refuge Cossim c.x-

with Sujah Dowla,e nabob of Oude in the northwest vicin- {^'J^Jj^

ity of Bengal, and hereditary vixier to the great mogul. RaI, takes

The subah of Oude afforded an asylum to Cossim's person, the'vlcinity

but would not admit the remains of his army. Beingunwil- 0| Oude.

ling rashly to embroil himself with so formidable a power,

he declared that he wished peace to continue between

Oude and the English. Notwithstanding these profes- Sujah

sions, however, Sujah Dowla saw the advances of such

neighbours with a jealous eye. A negotiation was set on

e Tliis prince, from tlie similarity of names, is often confounded wilh

Surajah Dowln, thc.vkeroy of Bengal, who was displaced by colonel C'live.
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CHAP. foot between him and Shah Allum, for uniting to restore

^^^^ Cossim. Encouraged by the assistance of these powers,

176G. Cossim drew together a considerable force ; and meanwhile

War be- tne cOuncil of Calcutta issued a proclamation for restoring

Xwcen the

Kugiish Jaffier. Major Adams being now dead, was succeeded by

lioU"/*1i major Hector Monro ; and the new commander, with great

itestorn- spirit, activity, and militarv skill, marched against the

lion of Jaf- * ' , \ ' . , ,- , - ,

tier. Indian confederates in 1764. His whole army consisted

of fifteen hundred Europeans, and seven thousand five hun

dred native troops. It was the 22d of October before he

could come up with the enemy, who were posted at a place

called Buxard, on the confines of B.ihar and Oude. The

major perceiving their situation to be very strong,' defer

red an attack until he had explored their force on every

side, keeping himself prepared, however, lest they should

anticipate his intentions. His precaution was not unne

cessary : the following day the Indians advanced to his

camp, and, after a contest of three hours, were completely

defeated. The major attacked Chandageer, a fort about

* fifty miles farther up the country, and being repulsed, foundit expedient to raise the siege. , Dowla soon afterwards

collected his scattered and defeated troops. Major Monrt

was at this time recalled home, and major Carnac appoint

ed his successor ; but before he arrived, sir Robert Fletcher,

second in command, wishing to signalize himself, attacked

and roflted Dowla's army, and stormed the fort of Chanda

geer on the 14th of January, 1765. Sir Robert proceeded

to Eliabad, a large city on the Ganges, and the enemy's

capital^ which he soon reduced. In this state major Car

nac found affairs on his arrival in April, when he took the

supreme command. Sujah Dowla was now abandoned

by the mogul ; who observing the signal successes of the

English, made overtures for a treaty. Dowla, a man of

courage, resolution, and policy, did not yield to despair;

he collected his scattered troops, and also interested the

Mnhrattas in his favour. These tribes, inhabiting the

mountains of India, more active and warlike than their

neighbours on the plains, entered Oude. Terrible to the

other Indians, the Mahrattas were of little efficacy when

opposed to the valour and discipline of English soldiers.

On the 20th of May, Carnac attacked the Indians at a
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p.lace called Calpi, and gained a decisive victory. Sujah CHAP.

DbIvla now surrendered at discretion to the English s-x^l^-/

commander. ,7fic

JAFFIER ALLY KAWN, having returned to Moor- ll]ow,l!l *ui'~

shedabad as subah of Bengal, died in the beginning of discretion.

February 1765. He was a weak and cruel tvrant ; and l>«ith of

i . . T, . . . , Jaffier.
in his promotion, depression, and restoration, the meretool of the English council. A short time before his

death, he nominated his second son, Nazim 111 Dowla,

then about eighteen years of age, his successor, in prefe

rence to Miram, the heir of his deceased eldest son.

Knowing the moderate talents and character of the youth,

the council supported him in the succession, previously

stipulating the terms of their protection. His father had

been obliged by treaty to maintain an army of twelve

thousand horse, and as many foot ; but, as the niilitary

establishment had not been kept up according to tfie

terms of the agreement, the company abandoned them

entirely, and took on themselves the care of defending the

prince against all his enemies ; as a recompense for which

spontaneous protection, he was to pay seventy lacks of

rupeesf annually. Having made this provision for his

security, they did not lose sight of his instruction and

internal accommodation. The father's chief favourite

had been Nunducomar, his prime minister, who held tin:

same place in the esteem of his son. This officer, a man

of considerable ability, was discovered to have strongly

urged the subah to shake off his dependence on the com

pany, and was suspected of carrying on a correspondence

with Sujah Dowla. The company insisted that this

minister should be dismissed, and that another person,

to be appointed by them, should act in the double capa

city of minister and tutor. The young prince objected

strongly to these regulations, and contended earnestly for

having the appointment of his own servants. This was a

license, however, which the council thought it by no

means fitting to grant, and he was obliged -to sign the

agreement according to their dictation. The contract so

formed was said to be the most advantageous for the

f .'.bout S75.00U1.

VOL. I. T t
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CHAP, English, that had ever been concluded with an Indian

v power. Nunducomar was summoned to Calcutta, to

,765 stand his trial for treason, and underwent an examination

by a select committee ; to whom he advanced such con

vincing arguments in favour of his innocence, that he was

allowed to depart untried.

JM"A Clive THE company, informed of the wars that had broken

returns lu - .. , . -,.. . .

India. out in India, sent over lord dive, with powers to act as

commander in chief, president, and governor of Bengal.

His lordship arrived at Calcutta, on the 3d of May 1765.

The business to be performed was intricate ; the persons

with whom he would be obliged to contend, were able,

active, powerful, and habituated to the highest exertions

of authority ; it was therefore expedient to send a per

sonage of the highest name in British India. Lord Clive

discovered that the acceptance of presents was become

extremely prevalent among the company's servants : this

mode of opening business had obtained time out of mind

in the east, and was found not disagreeable to its visitors

from the west. A select committee was formed, with

lord Clive at its head, for scrutinizing the gifts ; but the

investigation was by no means pleasing, either to the

council, or to many of the principal officers. It was

alleged on one side, that luxury, corruption, and extreme

avidity for making immense fortunes in a little time, had

so totally infected the company's servants, that nothing

less than a general reform, and an effectual eradication of

those vices, could preserve the settlements from certain

and immediate destruction. Fortunes, lord Clive said,

of 10O,OOOl. had been obtained within two years j and

individuals, very young in the service, were returning

home with a million and a half. It was answered, that

the gentlemen in question hud done the greatest services

to the country ; that its present happy situation was owing

to their effprts ; that the presents were conformable to

the custom of India, and not being accepted till after the

negotiation was concluded, had no influence on the terms;

that the salaries allowed by the company were so small as

to be no inducement to men of talents to run the risk oi

their lives in so remote a situation, without other adv'an-

tiigcs : And finally, tlvat those who objected to the presents,
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had made their own fortunes by the same means. Re- GHAP.
"V

jjardless of these remonstrances, and of all personal allu

sions, lord Clive framed regulations calculated to restrain ,766

the rapacity of the company's servants.

HAVING adopted this measure for the civil govern

ment of the province, he joined the army at Eliabad, to

conclude the peace with Sujah Dowla. On his arrival,

he found that the success of the English arms in that

quarter promised nothing but future wars ; that to ruin

Oude, would break down the barriers between the Mah-

rattas and Bengal ; and that therefore it was prudent to

leave to Dowla considerable power. Accordingly, peace

was concluded with that prince ; and the nabob agreed to

pay fifty lacks of rupees to the company, as an indemni

fication for the expenses of the war. A treaty with the English

mogul was also concluded on the llth of August 1765, coifuetion

by which the company were appointed perpetual collectors °: tlu'

of the revenues for Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa; for which

privilege they were to pay twenty-six lacks of rupees

annually. The revenue accruing to the company by this

treaty, after all deductions, amounting to l,70O,OOOl. a

year; and lord Clive, having established peace on such

profitable terms, made several judicious regulations for

securing and improving it to the greatest advantage.

THUS have we seen a mercantile company, in less Spirit of

than ten years, acquire by war and policy, more extensive traiisae-

possessions, and a richer revenue, than those of several tioiy '"

European monarch*. This was an epoch in the history

of conquest. Nations of merchants had before conquered

very extensive dominions, but this was a mere corporate

body of private subjects. The principles on which the

servants of this company of merchants proceeded, were

formed in a great degree by the habits and conditions of

the masters. The leading object was gain ; ambition was

only secondary and instrumental : power and dominion

were esteemed merely as the means of profit. Where

the Romans carried their arms, they sought warlike glory,

victory, and the splendor of triumph, as well as the gains

of plunder; they took their superstition with them; and

from the conquered countries made additions to their

gods; as well as to their treasury. The Spaniards, the
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CHAP. creatures of gloomy bigotry, carried to Mexico their zeal

^^v^^ for making converts, as well as for acquiring silver and

ircti. yold. These and many other victors were actuated by

various passions ; but the British conquerors in India

directed their pursuits -to one object exclusively, the acqui

sition of money. They considered, in ev-ery transaction

of war, peace, or alliance, what money could be drawn

from the inhabitants. In their modes of exaction from

the f'ecbie natives, they observed the. systematic regularity

of commercial habits ; they made bargains ; and for the

money received, stipulated value delivered. They pilla

ged, not wi-.h the ferocity of soldiers, but with the cool

exactness of debtor and creditor. Instead of saying to

the sovereign of Hinrlostan, " You have a very rich ter-

" ritory, and we must have a great part of the product,"

(which might have appeared the language of robbers,),

they ado-n •..••'! a mercantile mode : " We shall collect your

" revenue for you, reserving to ourselves only eighty per

" cent. for factorage:" this was the spirit of their agree

ments. Before they planned aggression, they calculated

the probable proceeds, the debts that they might extin

guish, and the addition, on the balance of accounts, which

they might make to the sum total. They considered war

with the natives, merely as a commercial adventure : by

so much risk encountered, a certain quantity of blood

spilt, and a certain extent of territory desolated, great

sums were to be gained. In all their intercourse, how

ever, with the natives, in the plans which they devised,

and the efforts which they employed for the accumulation

of wealth, they manifested the immense superiority of the

British characU-r, with a rapidity of success, that brought

an unprecedented influx of opulence to this country, and

effected a considerable change iri the sentiments, habits,

and pursuits of Englishmen.

TWE sufferings of Hindostan attached no blame to the

nation ; they merely demonstrated, that a copartnery of

trading subjects is not fit to exercise sovereignty. Even

if tiu.'ir schemes of policy were wise and equitable, they

did not possess a sufficient control over their servants, to

ens'irc the execution. To supply this deficiency, was

afterwards the work of legislative wisdom.
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CHAP. VI.

Mr. Pitt receives unlimited powers to form an administra*

tion~~differs with earl Temple concerning the appoint

ments.—Temple refuses any office.—Duke of Grafton

frst lord of the treasury—Charles Toii-itshcnd, chan

cellor of the exchequer.—Pitt, lord privy seal, and

created earl of Chatham.—King of Denmark marries

princess Matilda of England.—State of Parties.—High

price ofprovisions—order of council to prevent exporta

tion and engrossing.—Proclamation discussed in parlia

ment.—Lord Mansjield proposes an act of indemnity, as

»n acknowledgment of its illegality—resisted by minis

ters.—Parliament inquires into the affairs of the India

tompanij—rescinds the proposed increase of dividends

—an opinion started that the territorial possessions

belong to the crown, alarms the company.—Mr. Torvns-

hend opposes the prime minister on a question of land

tax Mr. Totunshend's new scheme for raising a rev

enuefrom America—Session rises.—Affairs on the con

tinent—France—Germany—Prussia—Russia—Poland.

Suppression of the Jesuits in Spain.—Death of the duke

tf York—of Charles Townshend.—Earl Chatham by

ill health preventedfrom taking an active share in pub-

Re affairs.-Weakness and distraction of ministry.—

Short meeting of parliament—dissolution.—Review of

Irish affairs*

MR. PITT projected an administration that should CHAP.

include men of all parties. He proposed lord Temple to

be first commissioner of the treasury ; but that nobleman,

being now politically connected with his brother, wished

for a greater share of power to the Grenville supporters,

than Mr. Pitt thought expedient ; and, as they could not

agree on the terms of the other appointments, his lordship

would not accept of the proffered office. At length the

duke of Grafton, who had been secretary of state in the
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CHAP. marquis of Rockingham's administration, was made first

lord of the treasury, and general Conway, another mem

ber of the whig party, was continued secretary of state ;

his colleague was the earl of Shelburne, a nobleman of

considerable abilities, possessing a great extent of literary

and political information, a warm admirer and zealous

supporter of Mr. Pitt, and an adopter of his opinion, that

neither whig confederacies nor court cabals, but talents

assisted by public opinion, at once participating and

, directing its energies, ought to govern this country ; andthat appointments of trust in the various departments of

the state should be conferred according to the appropriate

fitness of the person to be nominated. Mr. Charles

Townshcnd, recently a member of the Grenville party,

was appointed chancellor of the exchequer ; lord chief

justice Pratt, created lord Cambden, was made chancellor;

his predecessor, the earl of Northington, became president

of the council ; and Mr. Pitt himself took the privy seal.

Mr. Pitt He was now called to the upper house, under the title of

««ri ot" the earl of Chatham ; but his acceptance of a peerage

Chatham. lessene(1 t]le popularity of this illustrious statesman. If

the case be impartially considered, the first man of his

age and country accepting high rank, affords no ground

for censure. On the verge of sixty, and oppressed with

bodily infirmity, he had become less fit than formerly for

the vehement and contentious eloquence of the house of

commons. His wisdom and patriotism might operate in

the upper as well as in the lower house ; and the office

which he held in administration had no connexion with

one house more than with the other. There is nothing

inconsistent with true greatness, in desiring to found a

family ; and the peerage can never receive more honour

able accessions, than from those who have exerted distin

guished ability in performing eminent services.

DURING this year, the distresses from the high price

of provisions continued to increase, and excited commo

tions and riots. The populace, thinking that certain deal

ers were engrossing and using other illegal means to

enhance the price of provisions, took upon themselves to

regulate the markets and punish alleged delinquents, and

proceeded to flagrant violence, which proved fatal to seve
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ral lives. Special commissions were appointed to try the CHAP.

offenders, of whom the ringleaders were capitally con

demned; but most of them were afterwards reprieved and ,76g

pardoned. On the llth of September, a proclamation was

issued for enforcing the law against forestallers, regraters,

and engrossers of corn. By not a few it was apprehended

that this denunciation would do more harm than good, as

it presumed the scarcity to be artificial, which actually

arose from real want. As the price of wheat continued to

increase, another proclamation was issued on the 26th,

prohibiting the exportation of grain, and an embargo was

laid on all outwardbound ships laden with corn.

THE opponents of the present ministry consisted of

two parties, the Grcnville and the Rockingham. A coa

lition was attempted between the former and the ministry,

but without effect. Meanwhile Charles Townshend was

intriguing with the Rockingham party, and trying to effect

the removal of the duke of Grafton ; and, though he did

not succeed, the administration was evidently discordant. •Lord Chatham, on account of the bad state of his health,

could not control as formerly the jarring elements.

THIS summer there happened an event which was Marriage

very interesting to the royal family. The princess Ma- pri^s,

tilda, posthumous daughter to the prince of Wales, and Matilda to
i . . ... , ... (he kinir ni

sister to his majesty, in the sixteenth year ot her age, wa« Denmark

married to her cousin the king of Denmark. This treaty

was expected to strengthen the connexion between the two

countries, and in that view was deemed politically advan

tageous to both; and to Denmark it brought pecuniary

emolument, as a portion of 10O,OOOl. was bestowed on her

highness. Frederic William, the king's youngest brother,

was now dead, and the income which had been enjoyed

by William duke of Cumberland, amounting to 45,OOOl. a-

year, was divided between his majesty's surviving bro

thers ; the youngest of whom, Henry Frederic, was created

duke of Cumberland.

IN the course of this year, the chevalier de St.

George, pretender to the crown of Britain, died in the

seventy-eighth year of his age, leaving two sons, Charles,

who headed the rebellion in 1745, and the second a Romish

cardinal.
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CHAP. On the llih of November parliament met, and the

^ l principal subject of his majesty's speech was the high

|7fifi price of provisions, with the measures which he had em-

Merting of braced, the disturbances which had arisen, and the orders

menu that had been issued. The proclamation laving an embargo

upon corn, occasioned a discussion of the prerogatives of

the crown, and was represented as an assumption by the

council of a power to dispense with the laws, a practice

which was effectually precluded by the revolution. The

measure was allowed to be expedient, and even necessary ;

but, to prevent its establishment as a precedent, it was sug

gested that an act of indemnity should be passed to pro

tect from punishment the framers and executors of an ille

gal order. A bill to that effect was accordingly proposed,

which caused warm debates, especially in the house of

peers. Lords Chatham and Camden contended, that a

dispensing power in cases of stute necessity was an inher

ent prerogative in the crown : a power to provide for the

public safety in cases of emergency, must be lodged

somewhere : by our constitution it was lodged in the king,

only to be exerted under great -necessity occurring dur

ing the recess of parliament, and to last only until parlia

ment could be assembled. It was answerad, that necessity

was the principle by which all the evil practices of the

Stuarts were justified. The exception oi necessity had

been proposed as a clause to the petition of rights ; the

lords hail agreed to it; but, on a conference with the com

mons, it had been rejected. If a necessity, of which the

executive government is to judge, be admitted as a reason

for deviating from the established law, the laws and liber

ties of the people may depend on the discretion of the

crown. 1 he proposed mode of a bill of indemnity asserts

the general constitutional law, while it excuses the devia

tion, after parliament . has on an inquiry discovered that

the alleged necessity did exist. These arguments were

chiefly supported by lord Mansfield, and were evidently

more agreeable to the precision with which prerogative is

defined by" the British constitution, than the opposite rea

sonings ; and lords Chatham and Camden were charged

with deserting their former principles. The two patriots

indeed appear to have been carried by the hc-at ol debate
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into speculative error ; but the general tenor of their re- C:H-W.

spective conduct through the whole of their political his- s>^-v^^

tory, affords the best proof that they intended no violation i^r,.

of British liberty.

THE late immense acquisitions in India rendered that Indian

country, and the company's affairs, objects of the highest siurraUiT

importance to lawgivers and statesmen ; and this vear, for i|lirlia-
- . 7 , ..,•.... incut.

the first time, oriental concerns occupied the chief time

and attention of parliament but not till they had undergone

a contentious discussion in the East India house.

WHEN the late acquisitions that accrued from the

peace and treaties of lord Clive were known in England,

it was generally expected, that, as the possessions had so

much increased in value, there would be a proportionate

rise in the dividends; thence India stock, in July 1766,

had risen from a hundred and eighty-eight to two hun

dred and thirty-one. The Dutch company had, in April,

declared a dividend of twenty per cent.; and their posses

sions and revenues, it was contended, were far surpassed

by the English. Our India company, therefore, (the

proprietors asserted,) could afford a much greater dividend

than six per cent. On this ground they urged the direc

tors to declare an increase, but were answered, that though

many advantages had been acquired, great debts had also

been incurred ; and that, both in justice and prudence, the

payment of debts ought to precede the division of

profits. If we make a great increase in our dividends,

(said they,) we may give an ideal value to stock, which,

as it cannot be supported, will, liRe the South Sc.i bubble,

hurst upon our heads. But not convinced by this reason-

'105, the proprietors charged the directors with an intention

of limiting dividends, to increase their own riches. Ou

the 24th of September, at a general quarterly court of the

proprietors, it was proposed, contrary to the opinion ot

most of the directors, that the yearly dividend should be

increased from six to 'ten per cent. Two days after, the

question was put by ballot, and carried in the affirmative,

340 against 231. Government at that time sent a message

to the directors, informing them, that parliament was to

examine the state of Indian affairs, and directing them to

have then- papers ready for inspection.

VOL. I. U u
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CHAP. ON the 25th of November, a committee was appointed

^ l' p to inspect the state of the company's affairs, commercial

lr66 and territorial. Orders were given, that every account,

letter, treaty, or document of any kind, should be laid

before the committee. The court of directors presented

a petition, setting forth the great injury that it would be

to the company, and the many ill consequences which would

probably attend the publication of the private correspond

ence between them and their servants : and after a con

siderable debate, it was agreed that the private correspon-

i7c7. dence should not be printed. The statements before par

liament, however, were so important, as to introduce

questions much more comprehensive than any hitherto

discussed by the legislature concerning British India.

Having viewed and examined the management of the

commercial and territorial possessions, several members,

and among them lord Chatham, denied the right of the

company to have territorial possessions, as such were not

conveyed.by their charters, and were totally foreign to the

nature and object of a trading corporation. Even if it

were legally just, and politically expedient, that an associ

ated body of merchants should be sovereigns of those

extensive dominions, the great expense of government in

the protection of that company entitled it tb the revenues,

for the purpose of indemnification.

THE supporters of the opposite opinion denied thatthe charter restricted its holders from acquiring territory;

. and contended, that if government had a right to the lateacquisitions in India, it ought to submit its claims to acourt of law. Towards the end of the session, the cOm-

' pany proposed a convention with government concerningthe disputed dominions; that an agreement should bemade between government and that body, concerning theAgree- territorial acquisitions ; and, after various overtures, the

between following terms were accepted, presented to parliament,

suvrrn- anci passed into a law on the 24-ih of Tune ; being entitled.

n.cntau.1 . *\ ... c . . ,

the cotiv- A bill tor establishing an agreement between govern-

pany. it mcnt and the East India company." By this stipulation,the chartered corporation engaged to pay to government

400,0001. yearlv for two years, bv hall yearly payments ;during which time the territory and revenues lately
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obtained were to continue in the hands of the present pos- CHAP.

sessors ; but if they were deprived of any of them by a

foreign power, a proportional abatement was to be made jrc-

in the annual payments ; and money wrongfully paid, was

to be refunded. Meanwhile the company held a general

court on the 6th of May, in which the half yearly dividend

from midsummer to christmas was declared to be 6^, being

one-fourth beyond that of the preceding half year. Min

istry had sent a message, advising the company not to

increase their dividend until their affairs were farther

examined ; but, finding that the recommendation had not

produced the desired effect, the duke of Grafton pro- nil! for re

posed a bill to prevent them from raising their divi- t},""i,^

dends before the meeting of the next session of parliament. dividends

The object avowed by his grace and the supporters of the

bill, was to prevent such augmentations as might raise the

imaginary value of the stock far beyond its real, so as to

introduce stockjobbing speculations, which had been so

fatal in a former reign j that, besides, government was

interested in preventing such increase of dividend as might

diminish the value of the territorial revenue ; to which the

daims of the state, though postponed, had not been relin

quished : moreover, the rapid rise in India stock would

diminish the price of the other funds. The opposers of

the bill contended, that the circumstances of the company

fully justified the proposed addition, and that means could

easily have been employed to (prevent any farther rise;

that a legislative interposition for controlling the dividend

of a trading company, legally made by those in whom the

power was bv law vested, and when no abuse was alleged

was an PA: postfacto law, that infringed the rights of pro

perty; and by tending to lessen the security and freedom

Irom the control of government, which made the British

funds so much the repositories of continental money, it

might affect the national credit. The rescinding bill passed pnwed into

into a law after a very powerful opposition, in which two.

of the ministers, general Conway and Mr. Townshend,

joined : in the house of lords a strong protest was made

by the united force of the Grenvillc and Rockingham.

parties,
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VI.

r^r*

1767.

New im

posts on

America.

Is another motion the prime minister was entirely de

feated. It hiicl been uniformly the practice, at former

periods of peace, to reduce the hind tax from four to three

shillings in the pound: but since the peace of 1763, the

state of the public finances was not thought to admit of

this reduction, and accordingly it had not been proposed

by either of the successive administrations. This year,

v hen the chancellor of the exchequer moved the aunual

bill, there was a strong opposition; and it was carried

against ministry, that the tax should be no more than three

shillings. Mr. Townshend was on this occasion accused

of not being sincere and earnest in his professed exer

tions : there was evidently in his character a great degree

of instability ; but whether his fluctuations arose chiefly

from an understanding more brilliant than solid, or from

some other cause, the time during which he acted a con

spicuous part on the political stage was too short to ascer-

tion. Fertile in devising expedients, rather than wise in

choosing the most beneficial ends, Mr. Townshend this

session proposed a scheme for raising a revenue from

America, which he conceived would be productive, with

out being objectionable on the same ground as the stamp

act. The reader will recollect the alleged difference be

tween external and internal taxation : hastily assuming

this principle, Mr. Townshend, with the ardour of incon

siderate ingenuity, deduced from it a theory, and projected

a plan to which his specious and brilliant eloquence gave

a great appearance of plausibility. He proposed a bill for

imposing certain duties on glass, paper, paste board, white

and red lead, painters colours, and tea, payable on the

importation of these articles into the American colonies;

which duties, when collected, were applied to making pro

vision for the administration of justice, and the support of

civil government, in the colonies in which it should be

necessary; and the residue was to be paid into the exche

quer in England. The bill was passed into a law; and,

as might easily have been foreseen, was regarded by the

Americans as a mere variation of mode, and not a change

from the principle that had produced the stamp act : i^

effects, however, shall be hereafter mentioned.
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THE conduct of New York underwent severe animad- CHAP.

version in this session of parliament. A new regulation s—v^^.

had been made in the preceding session, concerning the ir6-

quartering of troops in America, and the additional articles

of salt, vinegar, beer, or cyder, were required to be fur

nished by the colonists. The governor of New York

communicated this change to the assembly ; and the next

day some lorc.es, who happened to arrive in the city, found

it necessary to apply to them for the accommodation pro

vided by the new law, particularly specifying their requisite

articles. The assembly postponed the consideration of the

message, and meanwhile furnished the troops with such

necessaries as they had before been accustomed to afford,

but did not supply the new requisitions. After various

messages and addresses, the assembly positively refused,

alleging that the principle was exactly the same as of the

stamp act, since it taxed them without their own consent.

This refusal being represented to parliament, a bill was

passed, by which the governor, council, and assembly,

were prohibited from passing or assenting to any act of

assembly, for any purpose whatsoever, till they had in

every respect complied with all the terms of this act of

parliament. Unfortunately for the nation, the earl of

Chatham, from his ill state of health, could at that time

rarely attended either the council or senate : had he pos

sessed his wonted vigour, he might successfully have

reprobated such temporizing and trifling measures as

inertly tended to irritate without being efficient. If Ame

rica afforded, through our manufactures and trade, a very

great revenue, as could be and was proved, it was a puerile

policy to hazard its productiveness, rather than let glass

and paste board be duty free, and pay for our soldiers the

cost of their salt, vinegar, and small beer. There was a

littleness in a considerable part of our proceedings respect

ing America, as inconsistent with the dignity of a power

ful, as with the policy of a wise nation. This long and

important session closed on the 2d of July 1767.

WHILE so many internal and colonial objects engaged Affairs of

l • r T, • • i i i I . the I'OllU-

the attention of Britain, she had no reason to apprehend ncllt,

any disturbance of the peace from foreign countries. The

prench court, soon after the peace, had been occupied iri
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disputes with the provincial parliaments, in which bodies

a spirit of resistance b'-gan to manifest itself of a different

cast and character from any displayed since the 'time of

Henry IV. The parliament of Brittany having rendered

itself peculiarly disagreeable to the monarch, was dissolved,

jn'ento'f'a~ aiu' a^1 lts llccrees were annulled. The other assemblies

rntnoo. showed a disposition to combination and remonstrance ;

the parliament of Rouen reminded the king of his corona

tion oath, and intimated, that there was a compact between

him and his people ; they also made decrees in favour of

the parliament of Brittany. The king answered, " The

" oath which I have taken, is not to the nation, as you

" presume to say, but to God alone." The several parlia

ments immediately began to question the royal doctrine and

theory, and evinced themselves not disinclined to dispute

it in practice ; but strong measures repressed their bold

ness, and in the year 1767 they were tolerably quiet. If

Lewis XV. had been so fortunate as to have had for his

directors wise, upright, and intrepid advisers, he might

even then have been taught to perceive a change in the

public sentiment. To meet with safety the new doctrines,

would have rendered moderation in the exercise of his

liower expedient. However imprudently the court might

be employed in its proceedings with parliament, in other

respects it exerted itself wisely for the encouragement of

manufactures, commerce, naval force, and revenue. Agri

culture had, by the partial system of Colbert,8 been very

much neglected as a subject of political economy; a new

set of philosophical economists inculcated its exclusive cul

tivation, as the sole physical means of prosperity. Extra

vagant and visionary as they were in their theories, yet the

novelty of them made a great impression upon the French,

and was to a certain extent useful in making agriculture a

much more fashionable and popular pursuit than it had for

merly been. France, thus occupied with the schemes of in

ternal improvement, appeared to have no disposition to quar

rel with her neighbours ; she was.more closely than ever con

nected with Spain, which from a variety of causes was no

g See Smith's \Vealtli of Nations, vol. iii. p. 4.
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less disposed to peace, and her alliance continued unbroken CHAP.

and uninterrupted with the court of Vienna. VI'

THE emperor Francis was now dead, and succeeded ,rf)7

by his eldest son Joseph on the Imperial throne; while Cern.anr.

Leopold, his second son, filled the place of Joseph as «lrava'em-

grand duke of Tuscany. The young emperor regarded l'cror-

the king of Prussia with the greatest veneration ; and,

soon after his accession to the throne, he privately gave

Frederic to understand, that he wished every subject of

future dispute to be at an end, and desired to cultivate

the strictest friendship with his majesty; but he intimated,

that it would be necessary to conceal some of his inten

tions from his mother, who still retained the hereditary

dominions of the bouse of Austria.—The empress dow

ager found full employment in recovering from the dis

asters of the war.

THE king of Prussia, in his political economy, dis- Intended

played a genius that ensured success in every thing which U",!"!'"""

he chose to pursue. Aware that wealth is the result of I'russla.

productive industry, he was far from imagining those

trades always the best which produced the greatest quan

tity of money. He considered chiefly the physical and

moral effects of the work done, upon the workman. He

thought that the labour which invigorated the body and

imboldened the mind, was more productive of the real

constituents of national prosperity, than labour which

enervated and relaxed the operator, though the latter

might be the more lucrative. " He perceived (says his

" philosophical biographer) that great differences obtained

" in populousness and prosperity, according to the variows

" employments of agriculture and manufactures ; that

" even in agriculture, greater exertions and purer mnn-

" ners might be expected from men who cultivate corn,

" than from those who rear the vine ; and that in manu-

" factures, the hardy workmen itv wood and metal sup-

" plied very different citizens, and very different soldiers,

•*' from those furnished by the mechanical operations of

" sedentary drudgery."1' In the modern systems of polit

ical economy, the short sightedness of avarice regards

h Gillics's Frederie, p. 380.
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CHAP. nothing but the labour effected ; and whether it be effected

VI
by machines, or by men little better than machines, appears

l7, : a matter of small moment. But Frederic, having pro

vided amply for the subsistence and defence of his sub

jects, thought that he had yet done nothing for their

• happiness, until he had improved their physical and moral

state, procured them rational enjoyments, trained them to

virtuous habits, and directed them to useful and honour

able pursuits : he imitated the neighbouring nations in

the institutions in which they respectively excelled ; his

plans of rural economy he formed chiefly on the model of

England ; and in dividing unappropriated lands, he adopt

ed the mode of the British parlinmcnt. Peace at this

time was his main object, although by his financial and

military economy he was well prepared lor war.

Russia. THE. character of the empress of Russia was nowdeveloping itself, and she became conspicuous for the

force and solidity of her genius, the extent of her capacity,

the greatness of her views, and the adaptation of her

measures to the circumstances in which she was placed.

Sovereign of an immense empire, she comprehended the

state of her dominions ; she saw its resources and suscep

tibility of improvement; and, great as its strength was,

how much was wanting to make Russia what it might

become. The substantial amelioration of her country and

people, was the object to which she evidently directed her

principal attention. She accurately studied the materials

with which she had to work, discriminated the state in

which she found the people, accommodated herself to

their notrons, won their affections and veneration, and by

her conduct was as absolute in authority as in power.

Dissipated as she might be in her private life, she did not

suffer pleasure to interfere with the perfo'rmances of her

Imperial duties. Wishing to promote in her country,

commerce, navigation, and all the useful arts, she sought

a close correspondence with the most commercial and

enlightened nations; with Britain she concluded a com

mercial treaty,' in principle and detail very beneficial to

both nations. Desirous also of introducing the elegant

i Src (his volume, p. 311.
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arts and erudition at her court, she invited thither eminent CHAP.

artists and scholars, and established literary institutions ' ;

for the advancement of knowledge and science. Although, 1767

from the time of czar Peter the great, considerable

advances had been made in the internal improvement of

Russia, yet that ought to have been much more exclu

sively the object of her princes and government than it

actually had been. Extention of territory was by no

means wanting, for her dominions were enormous already.

Consummate wisdom would have withheld Catharine

from projects of foreign conquest ; but that a bold, aspir

ing princess, with such power, should not project an

increase of her territories, was rather to be wished from

the highest practical exercise of political philosophy, than

to be expected from sovereign ambition, possessing so

fully the means of gratification. We have already seen

her interference in foreign affairs in the management of

Poland ; but disturbances were there arising, which soon

brought her farther into action, and more openly mani

fested her encroaching character.

IN the south of Europe an event took place this year, Southern

ef the greatest importance to domestic, civil, religious, i^'j^stou

and political society; the expulsion of the jesuits from ?ftl;e

Spain, the country whose superstition had rendered it so

much subject to that extraordinary order. The great,

energetic, versatile, and skilfully directed ability of that

singular fraternity, had extended their authority and

power very widely in all Roman catholic countries. Their

talents for calling forth abilities, their great skill in

every species of political intrigue, and their dexterity in

every kind .of business, spread their influence among

many others beside the gloomy votaries of depressing

superstition. Their authority had long been very great

amidst the gay splendour of the French court, as well as

in the sequestered retirements of Spanish cloisters. But

their most incontrollable power was in South America;

where it must be admitted j by their efforts among the

natives, they contributed very effectually to the civilization

and industry of those tribes, though they bore a sway

dangerous to any state in the heart of its dominions. The

authority acquired by the jesuits in the course of two

V«L. I. XX
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CHAP centuries was so exorb-tant, that monarehs began to

^^~v~+~ regard them vvith a very jealous eye. They' saw that they

1767. really did much incidental good, and were extremely sub

servient; but that they were acquiring the means of becom

ing imperious. As in France there was more of united

genius and energy than in any other popish country, there

first Komish fraternities were attacked. Lewis XIV. had

from parade and ostentation cherished literary efforts,

though in his time they were chiefly confined to subjects

of taste, sentiment, and physical research, without ex

tending to theological and political philosophy. Once set

in motion, however, genius would not limit itself to pre

scribed operations. The very enormous extent to which

superstition had carried the influence of the church,

attracted sagacious speculatists, who proposed to inquire

, hoii, t'.tr the various privileges claimed, doctrines incul

cated, and observances enjoined, by the clergy, were con

sistent with natural religion, truth, and reason ; how far

the lives, sentiments, and opinions of churchmen were

agreeable to the dictates of virtue and common sense ;

and how far their system of faith and practice was condu

cive to the public welfare. They easily discerned, that

in the doctrines, institutions, and practices of the .Roman

catholic church, there were parts totally incompatible with

reason, morality, and enlightened policy ; but, in the vola

tile violence of Frenchmen, they carried their animad

versions infinitely farther than truth admitted. Con

founding religion itself with its abuses, they charged

against christianity the errors and mischiefs of popish

corruptions ; imputing to our Saviour and his apostles,

the consequences of the ignorant, superstitious, and usurp

ing institutions ot popes and cardinals. Deism, and infi

delity of all kinds, became very fashionable in France;

Establish- and in a prevailing dislike of religious establishments, it

went. , i • •
was not to be expected that tne Jesuits should escape ; as,beside the imputations common to other monastic orders,

there were such strong objections attaching'peculiarly to

themselves} their principles, their activity, their enter

prise, their corporate ambition, and above all, their casu

istical morality, leaving a wide field open for palliating

every crime. That enmity to the jesuitical order, which
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virtue justified, if arising from a sense of the hurtful arts, CHAP.

and policy required, was in fact owing in a great degree ^^r>r>t^

to infidelity. But other causes cooperated : the order of 1767

jansenists had become very successful, and had acquired

great influence ; the jesuits were known to be extremely

rich, and the public treasures were very much exhausted.

Ideas were long entertained, for these various reasons, of

suppressing this order; and, in October 1763, they were

actually crushed in France and all the French territories.

The following year they were suppressed in Portugal and

all its dependencies ; in Spain they had been suffered to

exist some years longer:' but the influence of French

counsels at the court of Madrid, the example of his

neighbours, jealousy of their power, and avidity for their

riches, determined Charles to extinguish that order

through all his dominions. Accordingly it was in Janu

ary 1767 ordained, that the jesuits should be expelled, and

their whole property seized for the king's use. The

Jesuits, notwithstanding their sagacity and extraordinary

intelligence, had not the least idea that any such scheme

was in agitation ; and, during the months of February

and March, they went on with the usual zeal and ardour

in their ordinary occupations, totally unsuspicious of the

impending blow that was to crush them forever, where

their power had been strongest.

ON the 31st of March, about midnight, the six houses

of the jesuits in Madrid were surrounded at the same

time by detachments of militarv, who opened the 'outer

doors, secured the bells, and placed a sentinel before each

cell. These precautions being taken, the brothers were

ordered to rise ; and when assembled, being informed of

his majesty's commands, they " assisted in packing up a

few moveables necessary for their journey. Meanwhile

a sufficient number of coaches, chaises, and wagons were

secured, and without loss of time they were conveyed

under a strong guard towards Carthagena. This revolu

tion was conducted with such order and silence, that the

inhabitants of Madrid knew nothing of what had taken

place till they were informed of it in the morning: three

days after, the expulsion and confiscation were carried

into execution in every part of Spain, and in the month of
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1767.

Death of

Ihv .i'.ike

«fYor'.,

and of

Charles

Tow na-

hand.

July in Mexico and Peru. The confiscated estates and

effects of the jesuits in Europe and the Indies amounted

to above thirty millions sterling: and thus did a govern

ment, at one sweep, deprive a corporation, of its subjects,

and of an immense property, without any proof of guilt.

However just the political reasons for suppressing the

order might be, the rapacious seizure of their property

was inconsistent with every principle of justice, and could

not have taken place under any equitable system of polity.

In Naples, and other catholic countries, the jesuits were

suppressed with similar circumstances of tyranny.

IN the course of this year the royal family of England

received a very afflicting blow in the sudden death of the

duke of York, eldest brother of the king. His highness

had been travelling through France, Germany, and Italy ;

and at Monaco was seized with a putrid fever, which

terminated fatally on the 7th of September. He belonged

to the navy, and had served during the war; he was

rstet'tned a prince of good accomplishments, amiable dis

position, and affable manners, and was In-loved by those

who had had the chief access to his confidence and inti

macy. He died in the 29th year of his age, and his

remains were brought home and interred in Westminster

abbey. About the same time, died a gentleman who was

rising fast into the first political eminence, the honourable

Charles Townshend, chancellor of the exchequer. Lord

Chatham's infirmities had for some time almost entirely

prevented him Irom taking any efficient share in adminis

tration ; during his lordship's inaction, Mr. Townshend,

with, shining and versatile talents, was the most active

member of the ministry, and was taking a lead in the man

agement of affairs. He was a personage of very consider

able abilities ; prompt, brilliant, witty, and eloquent ; not,

indeed, very select, either in the measures which he pro

posed, or the arguments that he employed, but extremely

happy in the art of giving the best colour to the senti

ments and opinions which he happened to adopt. Although

a man of genius, he appears to have been rather more fit

for literary than political attainments, or much more

anxious about currency of opinions than their weight; he

was extremely inconstant. When the stamp act was
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popular in the house, he declaimed in its favour ; when CHAP.

it lost its popularity, he voted for the rrpeal ; and when v-^v^s>i/

the repeal was afterwards a subject of complaint, he pro- 1767"

posed a new plan for raising a revenue. He took no

time to form general and comprehensive views, and had

no fixed principles of policy. As an orator, he was an

ornament to the house of commons ; but must have

entirely changed his modes and habits, before he could

be a very advantageous accession to the councils of his

country as a principal statesman.

MINISTRY was now weak and distracted ; various plans \\Vaknesa

.... , i • . , ofiulmiuia-

of coalition and comprehension, to give it strength, were

proposed ; but the negotiations were unsuccessful. Seve

ral partial changes were made, in which the offices were

filled by noblemen and gentlemen connected with the house

of Bedford. Lord Weymouth was appointed secretary of

state in the place of general Conway, who had been advan

ced in his professional line. A new office, of secretary of

state for the colonies, was created, and bestowed on lord

Hillsborough. The earl of Northington, loaded with years,

retired from his place of president of the council, and was

succeeded by earl Gower. Beside these promotions of

the friends of the Russel family, Frederic lord North,

eldest son of the earl of Guilford, was made chancellor of

the exchequer. The venerable earl of Chatham had been

consulted previous to the proposed alterations, and had

declared that the state of his health rendered his interfer

ence impracticable. He, indeed, had no share in the

appointments, and from this time cannot be considered as

making one of the Grafton ministry, responsible for any of

its acts.—The scarcity of corn continued ; and from the

distresses of the poor, great riots took place in the manu

facturing towns.

ON the 24th of November parliament met. Nothing

from abroad (his majesty said) appeared likely to disturb

the public tranquillity, or to divert their attention from the

internal affairs of the kingdom. The sole object specifi

cally recommended to their notice was, the scarcity and

dearth of corn. Interference in the price of provisions 011

the part of government, is extremely delicate and difficult :

nor can the legislature easily adopt any effectual mod»
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VI- tion in times of exigency, and the promotion of agriculture

I7rl7 to prevent their recurrence. Parliament renewed the regu

lations of the former year, adding to them a bill for impor

ting wheat and flour from Africa ; and an act, similar to

the law of the preceding session, was passed for limiting

the dividends of the East India company.

THE most important measure discussed in this session of

parliament was, a law proposed by opposition for limiting

the period of resuming crown grants to sixty years. This

bill originated in a transaction affecting two private indi

viduals. William III. had made a grant to the first earl

of Portland, of the honour of Penrith in the county of

Cumberland, with the appurtenances thereunto belonging.

The forest of Inglewood, and the manor and castle of

Carlisle, were considered as parts of this grant, and had

been accordingly enjoyed by the family by the same tenure

and in the same quiet possession as the rest. These last

tenements, however, were not specified in the grant; and

sir James Lowther, being accurately informed of this cir

cumstance, in summer 1767 presented a memorial to the

lords of the treasury, stating, that he had discovered that

the forest of Inglewood, and the soccage of the castle ol

Carlisle, had been long withheld from the crown without

its receiving any benefit from them, and therefore prayed

a lease of three lives. Having consulted the surveyor oi

crown lands, they granted the possessions in question,

notwithstanding the representations of the duke of Port

land. His grace now stopped progress in the exchequer

office ; the cause was tried before the barons of exchequer,

and sir J:imes Lowther was nonsuited. Upon this attemp

ted resumption, the bill was founded. Opposition insisted,

that the attempt was a revival of the obsolete and tyran-nical law, nitlhtm tempn.i occurrtt rcgi, by which no length

of time or possession can be a bar against the claims ot

the crown. The exercise of -any right upon this maxim,

it was shown, was practised only by the most arbitrary

princes, and even by them with caution, as they were sen

sible of the general abhorrence which every act of the kind

excited. It was farther said, that the present grant was

founded on a most unconstitutional motive, to obtain a
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party and undue influence in the general election ; and that CHAP.

the avowed opposition of interests in the same country -v-

between the parties, and the particular connexions of one 1767.

of them, left no room to doubt that this was the object in

view. On the other side it was observed, that the tene- 'ments in question were neither specified nor understood

in the grant ; that they belonged to the crown, not by

resumption (for there had been no alienation), but by ori

ginal right ; and the crown was no more to blame for taking

possession of its own property, than a private person.

The earl of Portland and his family had been sufficiently

compensated for their services j and, after seventy years

possession of an estate to which they had no right, they

might contentedly resign it to the true owner, when there

was no demand made upon them for the past issues.

Ministry, after finding their arguments against limitation

»f resumptions not likely to be successful, changed their

mode of procedure, and proposed that the bill should be

postponed till the next year, and this motion was carried

fcy a majority of twenty ; but the supplies being settK-d, and

ether business finished, an end was put to the session ; ;uid,

en the tenth of March, parliament was dissolved.

Toe. first parliament of Gtorge III. exhibits no dis

tinguishing marks of legislative wisdom. Its chief objects

were, individual prosecution and colonial regulation : res

pecting Wilkes, and other persons involved in his publica

tions, the majority of its members proceeded with the

passion of partisans, and not the cool policy of senators;

and towards America, the conduct of this body was a

succession of contradictory measures, neither effectual in

•oercion nor concession. They irritated, conciliated, and

irritated again ; and left the colonies ill-affected to the

country, sowing the seeds of the American war. But,

though their aggregate policy was either inefficient or

hurtful, yet they contained a considerable degree of indi

vidual ability. In the latter years, mature and formed

eloquence was most conspicuous in the house of peers.

In the house of commons, after the death of Mr. Town-

shend, the ablest orators had not arrived at the perfection

which they were severally destined to attain. The elo

quence at that time, though brilliant, animated, and impres-
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Vl comprehensiveness of views, or political philosophy, equalthe efforts of more recent periods,

of HAVING brought the first British parliament of his

IMand. . , 6. 'majesty to a conclusion, we must now turn our attention to

the affairs of Ireland, which, from the commencement

of the reign, were of more than usuul importance, aiid

since that time had become extremly interesting. To com

prehend the passing transactions ol the sister kingdom, it

is necessary to take a short retrospective survey of causes

and events, which powerfully affected the state of the

country and the character of the people.

THE Irish were originally sunk in barbarism, far

beneath any other inhabitants of middle Europe, even in

their most uncivilized ages.k Never conquered, nor tven

invaded, by the Romans, they continued still in the most

savage state ; and were distinguished by those vices, to

which human nature is always subject, when it is neither

tamed by education, nor restrained by laws. The small

principalities into which they were divided, exercised

perpetual rapine and violertce against each other ; the

uncertain succession of their princes was a continual source

of domestic convulsions ; the usual title of each petty sover

eign was the murder of his predecessor; courage and force,

though exercised in the commission of crimes, were more

honoured than any pacific virtues. The most simple arts of

life, tillage, aivd agriculture, were almost wholly unknown'.

They had felt the invasion of the Danes, and the other

northern tribes ; but these inroads, which had spread bar

barism into the rest oi Europe, tended rather to improve

the Irish ; and the only towns which were to be found in

the island, had been planted along the coast by the free

booters of Norway and Denmark. The other inhabitants

exercised pasturage in the open country ; sought protection

from any danger in their forests and morasses ; and being

divided by the fiercest animosities against each other, were

still more intent on the means of mutual injury, than on

the expedients of common, or even private interest. So

I Sue Strabo, vvliu describe. I he Irisli as iuliuilely moiv suvagc lliau

Gauls, Germans, or Britoni.
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situated and disposed, when they were conquered by CHAP.Henry II., the Irish did not improve from their connexion

with a less barbarous nation. ,7Sr

ALTHOUGH no country had- been blessed with a

greater proportion of able sovereigns than England, from

the time of Henry II. to the reign of Henry VII. j yet

BO policy could be more absurd and prtjudi. ;al, than the

system which had been uniformly pursued respecting Ire

land. The conquerors not only took no pains to commu

nicate to the conquered their own progressive civilization,

but even prevented those advances which the latter might

have themselves made. While from the close of the

eleventh century, other countries were emerging from that

profound ignorance in which Europe was then sunk ; that

unfortunate island, possessing every natural means of

improvement, a climate temperate and salutary, a lertile

soil, a maritime situation, numberless harbours, a people

sprightly, ready in apprehension, having a fire of ingenuity

that beamed through the thick fogs of their ignorance,

with every physical, moral, and intellectual capability of

improvement, they, from political debasement, were in a

condition of stationary savageness. Such men, strangers

to arts and industry, were naturally prone to disorder and

insurrection. To quell revolt, and prevent its recurrence,

Henry VII. proposed the extension of English jurispru

dence to the appendent island. Poyning, lord deputy to

the king, procured the enactment of that memorable; stat-

utea which bears his name, by which all the former laws

should be of force in Ireland, and that no bill could be

introduced into the Irish parliament, unless it had previ

ously received the sanction of the council of England.

The purpose of this ordinance was evidently much more

to ensure dominion than to impart civilization ; and

though the communication of English laws might ulti

mately tend to infuse a portion of English arts, manners,

and industry, yet its direct and immediate tendency was

to trench upon Irish independence ; and they long con

tinued discontented and turbulent. After the reformation

was established in England, theological difference infljmed

the discontents. If men so uncultivated possessed any

vestiges of christianity, being totally unfit for the genuine

VOL. I. Y y
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CHAP, wisdom and goodness of that divine system, they i^'iat

have received it with the grossest corruptions which it

had acquired from interested imposture, oscitant negli

gence, or torpid stupidity. " Superstition (says of one

" of the glories of that country, after Irish genius

u had begun to show its strength and brilliancy1) is the

" only religion of ignorant minds." Devoted to the most

abject popery, the Irish, during the reign of Elizabeth,

were easily the dupes of all the artifices of the Romish

combination : discontent, bursting out in partial insur

rection, spread to general rebellion. The vigour and pru

dence of Mountjoy crushed revolt; but a more difficult

task still remained, to civilize the inhabitants, to reconcile

them to laws and industry, and to render their subjection

durable and useful to the crown of England. King James

proceeded in this work by a steady, regular, and well con

certed plan, and mnde greater advances towards the refor

mation of that kingdom, than had been achieved during

the four hundred and forty years which had elapsed since

the conquest. The act of Poynings had given authority

to English laws, and rendered future statutes of Ireland

dependent on the English government, but had not abol

ished the Irish customs, which supplied the place of laws,

and were calculated to keep the people in perpetual bar

barism and disorder. Of these usages, the most noted

respecting penal proceedings was the brehon^ by which

every crime, even murder itself, was punished, not with

death, but by a fine or pecuniary mulct, which was levied

upon the criminal. In the distribution of property, the

customs of gavelkind and tanistry, were no less inimical

to the purposes of civilized society : the land, by the

custom of gavelkind, was divided among all the males of

the sept or family, both bastard and legitimate ; and, after

partition made, if any of the sept died, his portion was not

shared out among his sons ; but the chieftain, at his dis

cretion, made a new partition of all the lands belonging to

that sept, and gave every one his share. As no man, by

reason of this custom, enjoyed the fixed property of any

I Burke
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kind; to build, to plant, to enclose, to cultivate, to im- CHAP.

prove, would have been so much lost labour.™ The

tanists, or chieftains, though drawn from the principal 1767

families, were not hereditary, but were established by

election, or, more properly speaking, by force and vio

lence. Their authority was almost absolute ; and, not

withstanding that certain lands were assigned to the office,

its chief profits resulted from exactions, dues, and assess

ments, for which there was no fixed law, and which were

levied at pleasure. These customs James abolished, and

in their place substituted English law, established circuits,

banished oppression, administered justice, ascertained the

rules of property, and severely punished crimes and dis

orders. He did not confine his improvements to the

introduction of laws for securing property and punishing

crimes, but promoted means of acquiring riches, and pre

venting enormity. He first endeavoured to stimulate

industry, and was peculiarly successful in the province of

Ulster, which, having fallen to the crown by the attainder

of rebels, was entirely at his disposal. The land was

divided into moderate shares, the largest not exceeding

2,CXXD acres. Many natives of England and of Scotland

received grants of estates, and brought from their res

pective countries tenants, who were capable by skill and

industry to cultivate and improve the grounds, and also

to practice other useful pursuits. The Irish were re

moved from the hills and fastnesses, and settled in the

open country : husbandry and the arts were taught them ;

a fixed habitation was secured ; plunder and robbery were

punished ; and, by these means, Ulster, from being the *most wild and disorderly province of all Ireland, soon

became the best cultivated and most civilized." By these

wise and prudent measures, James laid the basis of jus

tice, security, and humanity in Ireland ; but various

obstacles impeded the superstructure, which were princi

pally referable to two sources, property and religion. Long

established custom, however absurd, or even pernicious,

is extremely difficult to be overcome, especially amonp

barbarians, whose regard to mere usage is in the inverse

m ffnme, vnt > f. 9't n IbM. p. 1*

•.
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CHAP. proportion of their liberality and intelligence. The appro-

1 "" priation to individuals of lands, which, according to their

ancient custom, belonged to a sept or family, was es-

tremely disagreeable to the Irish. Besides their disap

probation of the new tenure, they were greatly dissatisfied

with many of the proprk-tors, who, possessing the lands

which had formerly belonged to communities, were re

garded by ttie aboriginal inhabitants as aliens and inter

lopers, and a distinction arose between the new settlers

and the old /rz5/i, that long subsisted, and often manifested

itself in very fatal effects. Most of the ancient inhabitants

continued addicted to the Romish superstition. The

liberal spirit of England towards diversities of theological

belief, granted to the catholics of Ireland a degree of

indulgence almost amounting to a toleration ; but so long

as the churches and the ecclesiastical revenues were kept

from the priests, and they were obliged to endure the

neighbourhood of profane heretics, being themselves dis

contented, they continually endeavoured to prevent the

establishment of cordial amity between the English and

Irish nations. Instigated by these spiritual directors, as

well as inspired with a love of national independence, they

ardently desired the expulsion of the English, and waited

with impatience ior an opportunity of making the attempt.

When the Scottish presbyterians began their hostilities

against Charles I. and his liturgy, and the English puri

tans menaced the mitre and the crown, the Irish leaders

thought the occasion auspicious to revolt. A conspiracy

was formed, for overpowering the English, repossessing

the lands of their forefathers, effecting a complete separa

tion between England and Ireland, and reestablishing the

catholic religion as paramount and supreme. Actuated

by such powerful passions, in pursuing their objects they

displayed not only impetuous ardour, but a vigour of abil

ity, and a skilful and comprehensive concert of measures,

that demonstrated them to be very far advanced, since the

desultory insurrections of the former century. The native

genius of the Irish, improved even by partial and reluc

tant intercourse with the English, evinced the beneficial

tendency of the system of James ; and their very coun

sels and efforts to effect a separation, proved the benefits
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that must accrue from the connexion. To the historical CHAP.

reader, who can perceive and combine the mixed unifor- ,^__,

mity and variations of national character in the progressive I7r-

atages of knowledge and civility, the Irish conspiracy of

the seventeenth century affords subjects of reflection,

which are not only important in themselves, but illustrate

transactions, pursuits, and conduct in very recent periods.

The plot of 1641 was remarkable for unity of design,

extensive organization of plan, and secrecy of prepara

tion, from which there might have been expected to

follow, firm, cool, and resolute execution ; but when it

ripened to insurrection, it burst forth with an impetuous

fury and atrocity, liker to the blood-thirsty cruelty of

savage animals, than the regulated courage of rational

creatures seeking momentous objects. More and Maguire,

the projectors, were able men, but their associate O'Neal,

and the greater portion of their followers, were barbarians,

with the violent and uncontrolled passions of rude tribes ;

which, in any evil direction, were the more mischievous,

from the natural sagacity, ingenuity, and force of the Irish

character ; and which were then stimulated by the inter

ested, bigoted, and infuriated teachers of a gloomy and

ferocious superstition. The massacre that ensued, so

horrid in its enormities, spread over all the provinces of

Ireland, and involved the whole island in guilt. The

daring vigour of Cromwell crushed the insurrection of

Ireland, and employed plunder and forfeiture, the usual

means of military usurpers to reward the instruments of

their dominion, and to strengthen present tyranny ; little

regardless of the real interests and permanent prosperity

of possessions which they hold on such a precarious

tenure. In the confiscation were comprehended, not

only the revolters against the English government, but

the loyal partisans of the ill-fated monarch. A more

sudden and violent change of property was THEN unknown

in the annals of injustice ; five millions of acres, which had

been wrested from the former proprietors, were divided

among the creditors of the anti-monarchial party, and the

soldiers of the protector. An order was even issued, to

confine all the native Irish to the province of Connaught,

where,they would be shut up by rivers, lakes, and mown-
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CHAR tains; and could not, it was hoped, be any longer danger-

,^^,_ . ous to the English government.° A policy at once so

1767. absurd and inhuman, was a principal cause of subsequent

discontents, disorders, and convulsions in Ireland, and

very long counteracted the wise and beneficent purposes

which the system of James had sought to obtain : the

insatiate rapacity of the usurper rendered ineffectual the

provident cares and counsels of the lawful king. To

redress the grievances of the Irish sufferers, was a great

object of the wise counsellors by whom Charles the

second was directed in the earlier part of his reign; but

it was found an arduous task, either to undo, or compen

sate, such flagrant and extensive iniquities. The revolu

tionary soldiers and moneyed speculators could not be

dispossessed, because they were the most powerful and

only armed part of Ireland; and, besides, it appeared ex

pedient to favour them, in order to support the protestant

and English interest in that kingdom, and because they

had generally, with a seeming zeal and alacrity, joined in

the king's restoration. Charles therefore promised by a

proclamation to maintain their settlement, and at the same

time to make amends to the innocent sufferers ; and pro

posed to periorm this engagement from several funds, but

chiefly a quantity of land which was still unappropriated.

When the various sources of recompense were accurately

examined, they were found totally inadequate to the pur

pose of indemnification ; so that either the present posses

sors must be disturbed, or the grievances of the ancient

proprietors continue without redress : anxiety and alarm

seized both the claimants and the holders ; the former

eager to recover the inheritance of their fathers, the latter

afraid to lose, but resolute to retain, their own acquisi

tions. 1 lie duke of Ormond, appointed lord lieutenant,

was deemed th* most proper person, from prudence and

equity, to compromise differences, and reconcile jarring

pretensions ; and, after encountering various obstacles and

difficulties, he at length succeeded in prevailing on the

parties to accede to a modification. The Cromwellian

possessors agreed to relinquish one-third of their lands.

o IJumo, vol vi. p. 271. •



REIGN OF GEORGE III.
351

which was to be distributed among the dispossessed Irish, CHAP.

who had either been entirely innocent of insurrection, or

had adhered to the royal family. In the former case, IT6-

theywere compelled to undertake one of the most arduous

tasks th*t can be required in the establishment of truth—

the proof of a negative : they were to be presumed guilty,

unless they evinced the contrary : they were, besides, de

barred from pleading innocence, if they had ever lived in

the quarters of rebels. From the wide latitude of con

structive guilt, and the difficulty of exculpatory demon*stration, many persons free from the crime remained

involved in the punishment ; and as two-thirds of the

lands still were held by persons whom the former pro

prietors regarded as usurpers, they deemed themselves

the victims of injustice. These sentiments were not con

fined to actual sufferers, but diffused among their friends

and connexions, and incorporating with the spirit of

national independence and popery, overspread the ancient

Irish. There were now in Ireland two great parties, in

the nature of things reciprocally hostile : the present hold

ers, attached to the English government, whose power

only could secure their possessions ; and the expelled

descendants of the ancient owners, who were inimical

to that government which they conceived to preclude the

vindication of their rights. In both, interest and religion

went hand in hand. The new proprietors, chiefly of Eng

lish extraction, were generally protestants, and the ejected

Irish, catholics. The mild and equitable administration

of Ormond, however, prevented the discordant spirit from

immediately bursting out in renewed insurrection. His

great object was, impartially and equitably to promote the

good of all classes, whether protestants or catholics, and

to engender in both, a disposition to conciliation. In

the latter years of Charles, the expectations that were

entertained from a popish successor, distinguished for

ardent zeal, cooperated with the wisdom of Ormond,

in preventing the catholics from attempting to disturb

the English government of Ireland. The furious bigotry

of James overleaped every bound of true policy ; and,

without any preparation or precaution, eagerly endea

voured to reestablish the catholic religion in intolerant
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CHAP, supremacy, annulled protestant charters and corporations,

^^-^^j filled the offices of state with Romanists, and gave the

iTf>7. supreme direction of affairs to Tyrconnel, as violent a

bigot as himself. The protestants in great numbers left

the kingdom, and the interests of England in the sister

island were almost totally destroyed, when the frantic

folly of James gave way to the ability of William. The

Irish catholics strenuously embraced the interest of the

exiled king, and hoped that his restoration would both

reestablish the Romish religion, and enable them to

regain all the lands now occupied by protestants. Repos

session and religion being the chief purposes of their

adherence to the popish prince, they combated with their

usual impetuosity, and butchered with their usual fury;

but, after a bloody contest and repeated defeats, the insur

gents were finally overcome by the disciplined valour of

English soldiers. Having the rebels at his feet, William

perceived the policy which wisdom dictates towards re

duced rebels, who may be reclaimed and rendered useful

subjects; and at the celebrated treaty of Limerick, granted

to the Irish catholics what they, considered as the great

charter of civil and religious liberties, and allowed an

amnesty for the past, on their swearing allegiance for the

ftiture ; allowing those who were dissatisfied with the

present government, to retire into other countries. Vari

ous forfeitures having fallen to the crown before this capi

tulation, the king gratified the friends of the English

government with a part of the confiscations, but remitted

a considerable portion ; and adopted conciliation, as the

means which would render the two kingdoms reciprocally

beneficial. Great pains were employed to spread industry

and the arts ; the intercourse of Ireland with England

and Scotland, no longer interrupted by rebellions, being

rapidly increased, taught and encouraged manufactures,

and promoted husbandry. The Irish, ingenious and

intelligent, readily comprehended the lessons they receiv

ed; and, in some parts of the island, employed perse

verance and industry, and felt the strength and resources

which their country contained, if they were steadily and

judiciously employed. During the reign of Anne they
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grew in prosperity, and appeared to be well satisfied with CHAP.

the English government. \^-v>»

IN the reign of George I. a law was passed, making a 1757.

very material change in the relation between Great Britain

and Ireland, and rendering the sister kingdom much more

dependent upon Britain, than even the statute of.Poynings

had proposed ; and whereas that lawgiver had procured a

negative and preventive control over Irish legislation, the

bill of George I. gave a positive and enacting power, and

also established the subjection of Irish courts of justice to

the corresponding tribunals of England. This change

passed without much animadversion at the time, though

it was destined to be afterwards a very important subject

of discussion and correction. The Irish in that reign

appear to have been chiefly engaged by the interests of

their new commerce, from which may be derived their

violent opposition to Wood's halfpence. The growing

trade of Ireland was regarded by many of the English

with an unfounded jealousy, as they apprehended from its

increase a competition of commercial interests ; and the

legislature of Britain clogged the industry of Ireland with

various restrictions, which were extremely injudicious,

immediately injurious to Irish, and ultimately to British,

prosperity.

IN the reign of George II. the incumbrances were

partially removed ; wool and woollen yarn were allowed

to be imported both to Scotland and England ; afterwards .

catde and tallow, salted beef and pork, obtained the same

permission. At one period there arose a contest between

the government and the Irish house of commons respect

ing privilege and prerogative, in the application of the

surplus of revenue, which the commons conceived they

had a right to appropriate without the consent of the

srown. Popular orators operating on the fiery spirit of

the Irish, the dispute became extremely violent; and

though afterwards quieted by the skilful application of

government to the leaders of most influence with the peo

ple, yet the seeds of dissatisfaction still remained, and the

persons most keenly in opposition to government acquired

proportionate popularity. The. duke of Newcastle, agree

ably to the general rule of his policy, sought to govern

VOL. I, Z z
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CHAP. Ireland by a junto, composed of men of family or official

influence. Another body of men assumed the name of

patriots ; they professed to make the commercial benefit

and political rights of tlreir country the great objects of

their pursuits, and to' reprobate every measure or practice

that appeared to lessen the political or commercial benefits

of Ireland ; they inveighed against the powers asserted by

the British government, the restrictions upon trade, and

the expenses of the pension list, and cooperated with any

party or individual that happened to be in opposition to

administration. Conceived to be sincere in their profes

sions of patriotism, they were revered by the populace,

•who received their representations as the oracles of truth,

and at the death of George II. a spirit of disaffection and

discord was manifest in many parts of Ireland.

GEORGE III. proposed to govern Ireland as well as

Britain without any regard to party distinctions ; but, in

the first year of his reign, the animosities were inflamed

to a very high pitch, by a dispute about a mqney bill. In

October 1761, his majesty sent as lord lieutenant the earl

of Halifax, who was esteemed well qualified by united

vigour ai)d prudence for supporting the rights of the

crown, and conciliating the affections and promoting the

interests of the people. In his speeches to the legislature,

and in his executorial conduct, he endeavoured to soften

and banish animosities, to promote unanimity, to recom

mend and enforce the improvement of agriculture and

manufactures, and to encourage the education of youth,

and the diffusion of useful knowledge. But the very

progress of husbandry produced discontents and commo

tions among many of the ignorant people, who had neither

discernment to understand improvements, nor patience to

await results. Parties of men assembled to destroy enclo

sures, under the pretext of restoring commons to the

poor, and committed various outrages : the insurgents

wearing over their clothes a white frock, thence received

the name of white boys, that afterwards became so noted

and terrible. These banditti secured their union, and

increased their numbers, by oaths of secrecy, an organized

plan, and by inflicting the severest cruelties on all who

refused cooperation. During the year 17(53, they carried
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their atrocities to so alarming a height, as to call the CHAP.

attention of parliament; but no effectual measures were ' ;

adopted for their suppression. Convened for the purpose 17G-

of rescinding the muniments of property, they attacked

rights and establishments of various kinds, and were pecu

liarly resolute in the refusal of tithes. The professed

patriots, by exclaiming against the pension list and other

alleged abuses, and calling loudly for reform at a season

when the public ferment and the violence of the populace

were so unfavourable to such discussions, tended to inflame

the discorders ; and the spirit of dissatisfaction, which was

so industriously spread through Britain, acted also pow

erfully in Ireland.

IN the houses of parliament, a regular and systematic

opposition was now formed to the measures of govern-

i;,; ut. It consisted of two classes : individuals of great

personal popularity ; and a combination of family con

nexion and political union. This band, headed by lord

Shannon and the house of Ponsonby, was nearly akin, in

principles and views of government, to the Kockingham

party in England ; with whom- its several members main

tained a close intercourse, consolidated in various instan

ces by relation and affiance. These may without impro

priety be termed the whig confederacy of Ireland; and, in

the successive political changes, joined and cooperated

with the corresponding body in Britain. In parliament,

a considerable subject of debate was the origination of

money bills. Hitherto measures of finance were proposed

by the privy council of England and sent to the Irish

house of commons, which had merely a power of refusal.

In 1764, Mr. Pery, one of those members who claimed

the merit of patriotism, proposed, that propositions ol

aids should spring from the commons. The mover was

strenuously supported by Mr. Ponsonby and his adhe

rents ; and though his proposition was not passed into a

law, yet its principle and spirit deserve the attention of

the historical reader, as manifesting a disposition to assim

ilate the Irish constitution to the British, and consequently

lessen the dependence of Ireland.

IN 1766, a more important and comprehensive scheme

was tried for effecting a similarity to the polity of Britain.
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CHAP. The parliament of Ireland at this time was subject t()

v^,-vl^ dissolution only by the demise of the crown, or the exer-

I7C7 cise of the kingly prerogative. Several attempts had

been made, during the preceding four years, to render

their duration septennial, but were rejected by the Irish

legislature ; a new bill being now introduced, passed the

Irish parliament, but was rejected in Britain. Soon after,

lord Chatham, who had received the direction of English

affairs, and his friend lord Camden, declared themselves

favourable to the limited duration of the Irish parliament.

Charles Townshend agreed to this opinion, and his brother

viscount Townshend was appointed lord lieutenant of

Ireland. Instead of a septennial, an octennial law was

recommended. The new viceroy repaired to his govern

ment in October 1767, and a bill for limiting the duration

of parliament to the period of eight years, was proposed,

speedily and unanimously passed, and received by the

people with a joy and gratitude that demonstrated the

eagerness of their desire to obtain the benefits which were

possessed and secured under the British constitution.
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CHAP. VII.

Prevalent discontents.—Mr. Wilkes returns from exile—

offers himself candidate for London—rejected—chosen

for Middlesex—prosecuted at the instance of ministers

—tried before lord Mansfield—sentenced to the king's

bench prison—popular invectives against the judge.—

Riots in St. George'sfields.—Wilkes's outlawry reversed.

—King of Denmark visits Britain.—Favourite studies

if his Britannic majesty.—Voyages of discovery and

science.—Capt. Cook.-—Mr. Banks.—Affairs on the con

tinent.—Parties in Poland.—Dissidents.—Interference

of Prussia and Russia—Conduct ofAustria—ofFrance.

—Rupture between Russia and Turkey.—American colo

nies enraged at Mr. Townshend's new impost.—Province

of Massachusetts more active in resistance.—New com

bination against British commodities.—Lord Hillsbor-

ough the secretary of state, his letter to the governors

of their respective provinces.—Riots at Boston—Eng

land.—Dissatisfaction and licentiousness.—Wilkes in

flames the discontent.—Supported by the chief citizens

of the metropolis.—Lord Chatham resigns the privy seal.

—Parties mutually adverse, concur in opposition to

administration.

WISE and liberal as was the policy of our king,

which sought to govern by virtue and ability instead of a:

party confederacy, it had not hitherto attained the merited

success. The royal plan had to encounter obstacles which

partly arose from particular incidents and characters, but

were chiefly owing to general causes.

THE long supremacy of the whig combination had

conferred on its members, in the public opinion, a prescrip

tive right to govern. When Pitt adopted the project of

Bolingbroke, or more probably followed the natural course

of transcendent talents, he was aware of the authority

which the junto had acquired : he well knew that political
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CHAP. changes ought to be gradual, and accommodated to the

^^^L, opinions and sentiments of the times. He therefore did

j,-68 not propose entirely to exclude the phalanx; but, without

admitting their command, to enjoy their assistance. Even

this partial invasion they bore with impatience, and only

from the overpowering force of genius did they bear it at

all : Pitt's administration afforded strong proofs, that a

change of political system must be gradual, and that the

projected alteration would be arduous, unless preeminent

ability guided and invigorated the execution. The earl of

Bute attempted a more extensive and rapid change, than

befits the progressive variations of human affairs : in seek

ing a reform agreeable to reason and justice, he failed,

by precipitation and the want of superior talents. His

personal unpopularity was prejudicial to any scheme

which he could undertake, and his successors (long con

ceived to be his tools) partook of the prevalent hatred,

which was farther increased by their internal and colonial

measures. The administration of Rockingham courted

popularity, 'but in its weakness and inefficiency demon

strated, that the whig phalanx was^ fallen in strength : still,

however, it was nat dissolved. Pitt tried the experiment

of governing without the whig connexion ; but found, that

either the attempt was premature, or that the execution

required more vigorous exertion than the infirm state of

his health permitted him to employ. Feeble as a ministry,

the combination of whigs was a powerful body of oppo

sition ; and others, not of their seft, united with them in

thwarting the measures of government. The earl of Chat

ham ceased to be an active member of his majesty's coun

cils ; and instead of the union of talents that the sovereign

sought and the statesman proposed, there was in the cabinet

a weakness and distraction, which excited the censure of

the patriotic, and encouraged the hopes of the ambitious.

The notion of a secret cabal continued to prevail, and had

its share in giving spirit and strength to anti-ministerial

efforts. From these causes, and not from any disloyal

acrimony, seems to have arisen the opposition to govern

ment, which forms so very prominent a feature in the

early history of our sovereign. Besides, the immense

augmentation of trade and opulence in the preceding
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reign, had raised the moneyed capitalists to a much greater CHAP.

degree of importance, than at any former period they had L^^^

attained. £.kvays connected with the whigs, the mercan- 17Cs

tile body entered into their present views, and imputed to

evil and unconstitutional motives, the interference of the

monarch with their political monopoly. They were far

ther dissatisfied with the measures adopted towards Ame

rica, which had eventually proved so detrimental to trade.

The citizens of London exchanged their former zeal in

favour of the house of Brunswick, for violent enmity to the

successive servants whom their king chose to employ, and

wtre foremost in supporting every turbulent individual

who attacked administration. Such was the spirit now

raised into a strong fermentation by the general election.

To prevalent discontents, an individual case proved a

very formidable addition. Mr. John Wilkes had applied

to the Rockingham party when in administration, for

patronage and redress ; but the terms which he proposed,

a general pardon, 50O01. in cash, and a pension on the

Irish establishment, were totally inadmissible ; and his

confident presumption was not only disappointed in its

extravagant expectations, but prevented the amnesty

which modest humility might have procured. When the

dulce of Grafton became prime minister, the hopes of Mr.

Wilkes again revived. He had been extremely intimate

with that nobleman, and expetted friendship from their

former social and convivial intercourse, as well as patron

age from the whig principles which the minister professed.

He wrote a letter to the duke, congratulating his grace

and the country on his promotion, and entreating his medriation with the king. This petition, however, was entirely

neglected by the duke ; and Mr. Wilkes's hope of pardon

vanishing, he resolved to attack his adversaries with the

keenest severity. On the dissolution of parliament, coming Return of

from Paris, he proposed himself as a candidate to repre-

sent the city of London. The conduct of the court was

in this case altogether irresolute and feeble ; while pru

dence dictated determined measures, either of rigour or

of lenity. If they determined on severe justice, by imme

diately enforcing his sentence of outlawry, this could have

driven him back to banishment, and forever crushed hif
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CHAP. projects cither of ambition or revenge: if the more mag-

.—Y-i^. nanimous and wiser alternative of mercy had been adopted

ires ky a full pardon, his influence and popularity ^vould have

ceased with the prosecution from which they sprung. But

ministers embraced half measures, the usual offspring of

imbecility, and parent of disappointment. Knoiyn to be

odious to the court, Wilkes was received by the people

•with rapturous applause. Mr. Harley, the lord mayor,

being in the interest of the court, prevented Wilkes from

being chosen for the city ; whereupon he immediately

offered himself for Middlesex. Adored by the freehol

ders of a county which, from its adjacency to the metrop

olis, speedily catches its spirit; supported by the most

opulent men in the city and the ablest at the bar, after a

riotous and tumultuous election, the popular candidate

He iBchos- was returned by a very great majority. Meanwhile, a

Middlesex, legal process was carried on against him upon the former

charges : he was tried, sentenced to imprisonment for two

years, obliged to procure security for his good behaviour

for seven years, and sentenced to pay a fine of a thousand

pounds. A trifling alteration in the judicial records was

magnified by popular clamour into the most flagrant and

oppressive injustice. It had been a common and unchal

lenged practice with the judges, when requested by die

prosecutor, to amend informatioVis, in order to add to their

clearness and precision. At the instance of the treasury

solicitor, lord Mansfield had suffered the word purport,*

in the information against Mr. Wilkes, to be erased, and

the word tenor to be substituted. This change, perfectly

' consistent with law and usage, and which could not have

the smallest weight in criminating the defendant, was

represented as an iniquitous measure, flowing from the

arbitrary principles and designs which were imputed to

the chief justice as a Scotchman, and a friend of -lord

Bute. Extremely enraged at the judgment passed upon

their favourite, the populace forcibly rescued him from

the officers who were conducting him to prison, and car

ried him triumphantly through the streets ; but Mr.

Wilkes, that he might not appear a party in this violence,

as soon as the mob was dispersed, prudently surrenderecl

Ijimself to the marshal of the king's bench.
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TUK new parliament met on the 10th of May, and CHAP.

was opened by the lord chancellor ; who, in a speech, .—^^^

informed the house, that his majesty had not called them i7g8,

together at that unusual season of the year for the purpose

of general business, but merely to despatch certain parlia

mentary proceedings necessary for the welfare of his sub

jects, especially the renewal of the acts against the expor

tation of corn, which were then on the eve of expiring.

ON the day on which the parliament met, great num- Ri«t in^St.

bers of persons assembled in St. George's fields, expecting folds8**

to see Mr. Wilkes go from prison to the house of com

mons. The mob becoming very outrageous, the Surry

magistrates, when unable to preserve the public peace,

were obliged to read the riot act, and call in the military ,to assist the civil power. Instead of separating, the pop

ulace insulted and attacked the soldiers : the legal time

for dispersion being elapsed, force was found absolutely

necessary; the soldiers were ordered to fire; and, as in a

mob it is impossible to distinguish active outrage from

idle curiosity, a man who had not been riotous was unfor

tunately killed : this was Allen, who, though humble and

obscure in life, was from his death consecrated to perpe

tual remembrance by the pen of elegant invective, poignant

acrimony, and impressive misrepresentation :* several

ethers also were unavoidably killed. On the 17th of

May, a proclamation was issued, by order of the council,

for suppressing tumults and unlawful assemblies. Both

houses of parliament thanked his majesty for this measure,

and united in expressing their approbation of the magis

trates who had been active in quelling the disturbances :

and lord Weymouth wrote a letter, by his majesty's com

mand, to the justices for Surry, which testified the utmost

satisfaction with the conduct both of the magistrates and

the troops in suppressing lawless disturbances. Samuel

Gillam esq. one of the justices, was tried on a charge of

having murdered William Redburn, by having ordered the

soldiers to fire ; in consequence of which, Redburn had

been killed. The jury, seeing the absurdity and the

injuctice of such a prosecution, would not suffer the

* See Junius, passim.

Vol. I. A a a
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CHAP. accused to take the trouble of entering upon his defence ;

1^-^^, but, when the prosecutor's evidence was closed, pro-

lr68 nounced a verdict of acquittal. Donald Maclean, a sol

dier, was tried for the murder of Allen ; but being proved

to have acted only in discharge of his dutv, he was acquit-

. ted. The mob was very much displeased with this sen

tence ; and, as Maclean was either known, or from his

name presumed to be, a Scotch highlander (and conse

quently the countryman of lord Bute), the clamour was

Wlkcs's the more loud and outrageous. Mr. Wilkes applied to

reversed, the court of king's bench for a reversal of his outlawry,

as irregular and illegal ; and, after many learned argu

ments on both sides, the judges Xmanimously delivered

their opinion, that the sentence was illegal, and must be

reversed.

ON the 13th of May the king lost his second sister,

the princess Louisa Anne, in the twentieth year of her

King of age. ia tne course of the summer, the king of Denmark,

visit* Kng- under the title of the prince Travendahl, visited England;

lan(1' and, arriving in London, was honoured with every possiblemark of respect and distinction, and entertained at court

with all the princely magnificence w'hich befitted the guest

and the host. Having viewed every thing most worthy

of notice in the metropolis, his Danish majesty made a

tour to York ; and visiting Cambridge, was received by

that learned body with all the discriminating attention of

lettered politeness. He returned by Oxford, where his

reception was no less pleasing to the monarch. Arriving

again in London, he honoured the lord mayor with his

company to dinner, and expressed high satisfaction and

admiration at the hospitality of the most opulent body of

the most opulent nation in the universe. Having remained

two months in the kingdom of his brother-in-law, he

departed for his own. Little indebted to nature for

either brilliant or vigorous talents, yet by a comely coun

tenance and figure, in the bloom of youth, and by pleasing

and affable manners, added to his rank, and connexion

with the British royal family, the Danish king became

extremely popular during his stay in England.

OUR sovereign had from his youth devoted a great

portion of his attention to philosophical experiments, sci-
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eutific inquiries, and the consequent arts, both curious and CHvP.

useful ; he had applied himself particularly to geography,

astronomy, and other subjects connected with navigation ; a 1/tb

study peculiarly momentous to the realms over which he was ^'"'rite

destined to reign. Soon after the conclusion of the peace, the hisBriun-

king projected a voyage ofdiscovery to the South Sea; and in ' '•"•'"

July 1764, the Dolphin ship of war and the Tamar frigate Voyageiof

were equipped for this purpose, under captain Byron, with and"^"7

captain Mowat second in command. Arriving off Pata- cnco-

gonia, they were astonished at the stature of the inhabi

tants, which rose to a gigantic height. They afterwards

descried P'alkland's islands, and finding a harbour extremely

commodious, entered it, took possession both of the port

and surrounding islands in the name of the king, and called

the haven Port Egmont, in compliment to the nobleman

who was then at the head of the admiralty. Entering the

Pacific Ocean, they sailed to Batavia, whence they returned

by the cape of Good Hope, and anchored in the Downs in

May 1766; having circumnavigated the world in a year

and ten months. His majesty lost no time in farther pro

secuting the discovery of unexplored parts of the physical

and moral world ; and the Dolphin was immediately refit

ted, and sent out in August 1766, under the command of

captain Samuel VVallis, accompanied by two frigates, the ^Prince Frederic and the Swallow. VVallis having entered

the Pacific, took a different direction from captain Byron,

(who had first sailed north and then west,) and proceeded

diagonally almost in the hypothenuse of his predecessor's

track. This course brought the British voyagers to an

island, which presented man under a different aspect from

any in which he had been hitherto seen by Europeans.

This was the place now so well known under the name of

Ouheite. The manners of the inhabitants exhibited a

combination of savage ignorance and voluptuous effemi

nacy, never before seen together in the same national char

acter. The incivilization of the North American Indi

ans, with the mildness of Gentoos, and the licentious lewd-ness of Moorish masters of Harams, constituted the cha

racter of the islanders whom captain Wallis now discovered.

Partly by intimidation, but still more by attention, he oh-
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UHAF. tained a very favourable reception. In a year and nine

'" months, having made very important accessions to our

,r6g knowledge of the habitable globe, he finished his circum

navigation. The existence of these islands being ascer

tained, his majesty's next desire was to explore their

resources, and prosecute discovery. It had been long

before calculated, that the planet Venus would pass over

the sun's disk in 1769; and one of the South Sea islands

within the tropic of capricorn was reckoned the most com

modious station for observing the phenomenon : so that

one object of the voyage was astronomical improvement,

though it comprehended several others. The command of

this expedition was conferred on lieutenant James Cook,

Captntu who was not only distinguished as a skilful navigator and

gallant officer, but as a mathematician and astronomer.

Other men of science and philosophical research were pre-

Mr.Banks. vailed on to accompany Cook : among these were, Joseph

Banks, esq. a gentleman of talents and fortune, who had

from his early youth employed his abilities and wealth in

improving his understanding, enlarging the boundaries of

human knowledge, and increasing the resources of human

wants : conversant in the various branches of literature

and science, he had bestowed peculiar attention on natural

f . history, natural philosophy, botany, mineralogy, and chy-

mistry ; and was therefore a most important coadjutor

for advancing purposes of physical discovery. Dr. Solan-

der, a Swede of great ingenuity and learning, and deeply

skilled in mathematics and natural philosophy, like

wise joined this expedition ; and Mr. Charles Green, the

colleague of Dr. Bradley the royal astronomer, conducted

the astronomical part of the undertaking. Thus an expedi

tion was projected, which tended not only to promote ob-

seivation and discovery, but deduction and science ; and

this was the first voyage ever undertaken upon such grand

and philosophical principles. The honour of first planning

an expedition for the advancement of science, was reserved

for the reign of George III. ,. «ij;.

ATniniof ON the continent, several disputes disturbed the gene-

ncut. ral tranquillity. The changes which the different princeswere making in ecclesiastical affairs, were reprobated by
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the pope. The king of Spain having banished the jesuits, CHAP.

circumscribed the power of the clergy, and especially of ^^.^

that detestable instrument of bigoted tyrannv, the inquisi- |7tj8-

tion ; he reformed the church and universities, anrl suf

fered the press to be no longer subject to ecclesiastics,

but rendered it amenable to civil authority only; he pro

hibited appeals to the pope, but in extraordinarv cases ; or diminution

v r i r -n • ' • Of papal

any order irom the court 01 Koine to be put in execution, influence,

unless sanctioned by the king and council : thus, instead

of the pope, the sovereign became head of the national

church. The king of Naplts was engaged in a similar

reduction of clerical power: the dominions of the duke of

Parma were subject to ecclesiastical privileges and immu

nities still more exorbitant than those which were allowed

in other countries by the deluded votaries of superstition,

that prince therefore resolved, inbtead of longer submitting

to the authority of slavish bigotry, to follow the dictates

of sound policy and reason. He accordingly prohibited

any appeal to be carried to the pope, reduced the power

and immunities of the church, and ordained that all bene

fices should be held without any dependence on a foreign

priest. The pope tried his decrees^ briefs, and bulls, but

they had lost their efficacy. The other popish states

seconded the efforts of the Bourbon princes. The king

•f France reclaimed the territories of Avignon and Ve-

naisin, in the heart of France, which had been ceded to

the pope in the days of superstition. The pope employed

his own papal machinery to prevent the resumption, but to

no purpose : the French king took possession of the

territories.

FRANCE about the same time made, by -a negotiation

with Genoa, another acquisition. The Genoese having

long tried to no purpose to reduce Corsica, concluded a

treaty, by which they transferred the sovereignty of that Icountry to the king of France ; and a body of troops was

embarked at Toulon for the island, which it was expected

would acknowledge, without resistance, the claims of so

powerful a monarch : but those expectations proved

eventually groundless. W

WHILE these transactions were going on in the south Parties ia

and west of Europe, the north and east was far from being Pol*nd-
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CHAP, tranquil. Stanislaus began his reign with meritorious and

v-^v-^/ judicious efforts to meliorate the internal administration

1768 and condition of Poland, and to rescue her from depen

dence upon foreign powers; but he had to encounter very

formidable obstacles both from within and without. There

were in that country two great divisions of religionists:

the catholics, whose worship was established by law ; and

.Dissidents, the dissidents, including Greeks, protestants, and every

class of dissenters, who were not only tolerated, but had

a vote in the national diet, and shared in other political

privileges, by a constitution established in 1660. The ca

tholics, however, having gradually become more powerful

than before, gave way to their intolerant spirit, and

oppressed and prosecuted the dissidents, whose legal privi

leges could not protect them from lawless power. The

clergy were extremely dissatisfied with one privilege

enjoyed by the dissidents ; which was, an exemption from

the payment of tithes. Clerical avarice and ambition

stimulated the stupid enthusiasm of the populace against

the nonconformists, and by their ascendency in the diet,

encroached on their immunities. The dissidents applied

to the two chief proteslant sovereigns, and the chief Greek

monarch, to interfere in their behalf. The court of Lon

don, too distant from the scene, could only mediate by

.intevfer- its ambassador. Prussia and Russia were disposed and

Rusriiliml aiJle to l"tercede much more effectually. Both Catharine

Prussia. and Frederic had formed most ambitious views respecting

Poland ; and in the application of the dissidents-, a plausi

ble pretext offered itself for their interference. Whatever

might be their real sentiments concerning christianity,

they were both too able politicians, not to support the

religious faith whose establishment they found beneficial

to their dominions. Catharine, head of the Greek church,

avowed herself its supporter and defender ; and Frederic

avowed himself the champion of the protcstatit doctrine.

Both these sovereigns announced their intention of pro

tecting their brethren in religious belief; and the czarina

actually sent a bodv of troops to promote the success of

her mediations. The Russian iBrces seized the bishop

of Cracow, primate of Poland, with the bishop of Kiar,

and a few others of the most active enemies of the dissi
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dents, and sent them to Petersburg; where, without any CHAP.

trial, they, by the arbitrary pleasure of Catharine, were

subjected to rigorous imprisonment, in a country against 17(.)8

which they could not be rebels, because they owed it no

allegiance. The kindred theology of Maria Teresa was Conduetor

roused in behalf of the Polish catholics. France then gov- ^Ji'^J"'

erned by the duke of Choiseul, though very little under France,

the influence of superstition, was prompted by policy to

attempt the repression of Russian and Prussian influence

in Poland. The empress queen p'repared a force to assist

the catholics ; but Frederic notified to her, that if any of

her soldiers marched into that country, he would immedi

ately invade Bohemia ; and Maria Teresa, not being

equal to such a contest, made no attempt to fulfil her in

tentions. The influence of the protestant courts, and still

more the menaces of the Russian army, obtained, in the

beginning of 17G8, an edict, confirming all the privileges

of the dissidents.

THE French, though they did not themselves engage

in hostilities with Catharine, exerted all their intriguing

policy to blow the flames of discord. Their plan of

annoying Russia divided itself, into three branches : they

encouraged the Poles to form a new confederacy ; they

caballed at Stockholm to change the government, in order

to render the king, who was under their influence, abso

lute; and their emissaries at Constantinople endeavoured Rupture

to rouse the jealousy of the grand seignor against Catha- Huss""™l

rine. A fresh confederacy of catholics having been form- Turkey,

ed in summer 1768, annulled the late laws, and adopted

resolutions for opposing Russia, and dethroning1" Stanis-

slaus. The Russian troops quartered in Poland defeated

the army of the confederates, pursued them to the eastern

frontier, and burned the Turkish town of Balta, in which

the insurgents had taken shelter. Already predisposed by

France to enmity with Russia, the Turks considered this

act as a hostile aggression ; they sent Catharine's ambas

sador prisoner to the fortress of the Stven Towers, and in

the beginning of October declared war ag-iinst Russia.

IN the American colonies, the act proposed by Mr.

Irnrrira.

Townshend for fixing duties on certain articles of merchan- 's'''

I) See Gillies''! Frrilerie, p. SOS.
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CHAP disc, excited very great resentment; while the obvious

proofs of weak and wavering policy in the British govern-

1?6g ment, encouraged them to resistance. It was easy to per

ceive, that the principle of the new law was the same as of

Mr. Grenville's stamp act, to tax the colonies, -without

their own consent, expressed by themselves or their repre

sentatives. , This identity of object their political writers

soon painted in the most striking colours; Mr. Towns-

hends's impost (they said) was in every respect as uncon

stitutional as the stamp act ; the mother country seemed

determined to crush the colonies ; resistance was therefore

a duty which the Americans owed to themselves and to

posterity. These arguments coincided with the senti

ments and prepossessions of the people, in exciting oppo-

eriaily sition ; and the province of Massachusetts bay was the most

active ln promoting resistance. The first public mark of

dissatisfaction on account of this act, was shown at Boston

on the 27th of October 176?, when the inhabitants, assem

bling in tlu-ir town hall, agreed to form associations for

encouraging manufactures among themselves, discounte

nancing luxuries of every kind, and discontinuing0 such

articles of importation from Britain as were not abso

lutely necessary. The other colonies adopted the same, or

framed similar resolutions. In January 1768, the provin

cial assembly oi Massachusetts having met, immediately

entered on a general and full consideration of grievances;*

and prepared a petition to the king, complaining of every

statute passed since the year 1763, for imposing duties on

America. They instructed their agent in England, to

controvert the justice and prudence of these acts, on the

grounds of natural equity, constitutional right, and com

mercial and political expediency. They also sent letters

to the several ministers, to the marquis of Rockingham,

the earl oi Chatham, and lord Cnmden, which entreated

the exertion of their abilities and influence in promoting

the objects of the petition to his majesty. Toward the

other colonies they employed the same sagacious policy,

which they bad successfully exerted in opposing the stamp

act; they excited a spirit of confederation, and they sent a

c Sttxlman, p. 159. d Sec Stcdiinm, vol. j, j». 59
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circular letter, which communicated the proceedings of CHAP.

the assembly, invited the other provinces to follow their

example, and requested similar communications of mea- 1768"

sures necessary or useful for the common cause. The

colonists of Massachusetts, indeed, exerted great depth of

political ability ; for aware that considerable differences of

principles and sentiments prevailed between most of the

other provinces and themselves, they endeavoured to amal

gamate opinion and feeling, by giving them unity of

object. This was the system of means, which the New

Englanders uniformly pursued. Unfortunately, at this

period, the steadiness of policy, adapted to its object,

formed a striking contrast with the fluctuating measures of

the British government. Sir Francis Bernard, the gov

ernor of Massachusetts, was a man, neither by conciliation

fitted to dissolve their concerts, nor by vigour to counter

act their schemes. He was on very bad terms with the

assembly, who charged him with having misrepresented

their conduct to the British government, while he re

proached them with rebellious stubbornness. This reci

procation of invective, resembling the angry brawling* of

private litigants, rather than discussions befitting his ma

jesty's representative and a constitutional assembly of his

subjects, widened the breach. Bernard sent to ministers

a copy of the circular exhortation, which increased their

displeasure against the New Enclanders. Lord Hills- L""1 HiIIs-
. . , , , ... bornuglrs

borough wrote a letter to the several governors of the letter,

colonists, to be laid before the respective assemblies : he

condemned the conduct of Massachusetts, as tending to

promote an unwarrantable combination against the .autho

rity of parliament, and admonished the other colonies to

Disregard such disloyal suggestions. He instructed Ber

nard to require the assembly to rescind the resolution

which had issued such an inflammatory paper; and, in.

case they should refuse, he was directed to dissolve the

meeting. Not satisfied with opposing innovations, the

Bostonians riotously resisted an authority acknowledged

by themselves. The sloop Liberty belonging to John Han

cock, had arrived in Boston harbour, laden with wine ;

the master of the vessel having in vain attempted to bribe

4 customhouse officer to let him smuggle his cargo ashore,

VOL. I. B b b
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CHAP. At last locked him up by force in the cabin, sent the cargo

ashore, and reladed the ship before the morning. Infor-

1768 nuuion of this illegal and outrageous act having been given

at the customhouse, the collector, seizing the sloop, com-

Outrageaat mitted her lo ihe care of ihe Romney ship of war. On

perceiving this movement, a mob assembled, buffeted and

pelied the collector and controller of the customs, attacked

the houses and threatened the persons of the commissioners,

and compelled them to take refuge in Castle William, a

fortress commanding the mouth of the harbour. The

governor applied to the assembly for their advice and

assistance, but received neither : A town meeting, so far

from discountenancing the outrage, presented a remon

strance on the seizure of the sloop. Thus boih the pro

vincial assembly and the town of Boston showed, that,

though the acts of parliament of which they complained

might be unconstitutional grievances, they had resolved te

resist legitimate and constitutional authorities. The gov

ernor persisted in urging them to rescind the obnoxiom

resolution of the preceding session ; but, as they would

not comply, he agreeably to his directions, dissolved the

assembly. The British ministry, informed of the late

outrages, ordered troops to Boston to aid the civil power.

The Bostonians, informed of the destination of the sol

diers, entreated the governor to convene the general assem

bly; but Bernard answered, that he had dissolved the

assembly by command of his majesty, and could not call

another without the king's orders. The Bostonians, dis

appointed in their expectation, formed the daring resolu

tion of assembling a provincial convention, which body

met on the 23d of September, drew up a petition to the

king against the late acts of parliament; but disclaimed

all pretence to authority, stated the causes of their meet'ing, exhorted the people to pay deference to government,

and promised to aid the civil power in maintaining tran

quillity. Rendered more mild in their conduct by the

approach of the soldiers, they dissolved their meeting the

very day on which the first division of the troops arrived

at Boston I and the tumultuous spirit of the people being

thus restrained, quietness was reestablished. The assem

bly of New York having submitted to the terms of the
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mutiny act, were restored to their legislative functions. The CHAP.

other colonial assemblies, guided by the circular letter "

of Massachusetts, and regardless of the British minister's ir,-8

admonitions, resolved to prohibit the importation of the

enumerated articles, and directed the prohibition to begin

from the first of January 1769.

IN England, the dissatisfaction and licentiousness of Uinatiifac.

the people continued to increase. Mr. Wilkes nourished England.

the discontent, by publishing lord VVeymouth's letter to

the Surry magistrates, and prefixing to it a seditious pre

face. A great part of the people charged all the disturb

ances in America to the folly and wickedness of ministry ;

but there was a faction out of parliament, that proceeded

to a degree of licentiousness which was inimical to the

existence of regular government, and its most active par

tisans received too much encouragement from many opu

lent citizens in the metropolis. The opposition in parlia

ment still consisted chiefly of two parties, the adherents of

Mr. Grenville, and the connexions of the marquis of

Rockingham,e who, though adverse to each other, agreed

in voting against ministry. The earl of Chatham, the

founder of the present ministry, borne down with infirmi

ties, and totally disapproving of the measures of his col

leagues, had long withdrawn from public business, and

lately resigned his office of lord privy seal. The duke of Lord

Grafton, though first lord of the treasury, had been intend-

ed to act only a secondary and subordinate part, as in the Pr"'Tr *'al•

same office the duke of Newcastle had done, during the

splendid period of Mr. Secretary Pitt's administration.

As the health of lord Chatham rendered him unequal to

the exertions of his earlier years, the duke of Grafton

actually became prime minister. The talents of this

nobleman did not exceed mediocrity, nor was he mature

in political experience. So qualified, he was thrust by

accident, rather than exalted by design, into a situation,

to fill which, in the distracted state of aifairs, required

a minister of consummate abilities and wisdom. Lord

e Two pamphlets published this jear, " The present State of the Nation,"

br Mr. {jrenville ; ati(! " Oliscrvxliotis on that present State," bv Mr Burke;

in their principles and -views, manifest the vrry different and opposite opiuiuua of

the tirenulle and Rockinghutn parties.
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CHAP. North, while onlv chancellor of the exchequer, rarely

exceeded his official business, or took an active share in

the general concerns of administration. Lords Cambden

and Shelburne, both coinciding in the views and opinions

of lord Chatham, had little connexion with their colleagues

in office. The other secretaries of state were not distin

guished for political talents ; so that, on the whole, the

present ministry was far from possessing that combined

ability and concert, that would have qualified them to

man; g with effect the manifold and complicated objects

which demanded the attention of the British government.

Such was the state of foreign, colonial, and domestic

affairs, when the season arrived for the meeting of

parliament.
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CHAP. VIII.

Meeting of parliament—petition of Mr. Wilkes—charges

against him, at the instance of ministers—expelled the

house—rechosen—declared ineligible during the present

parliament—chosen a thira time—election again declar

ed void—a competitor set up—Mr. Wilkes returned by a

great majority—Mr. Lutlerel declared by parliament

duly elected.—Violent debates, and national ferment.—

Revival against the Americans of trials within the realm

for treasons committed beyond seas.—Debt on the civil

list.—Affairs of the East India company—Hyder Ally

—war in the Carnatic.—Europe—gallant resistance of

Corsica against the French—at last overpowered.—

America—discontent increases-from the new mode of

trial.—Extreme dissatisfaction in England—the chief

topic the Middlesex election.—Johnson's False Alarm.

—Jimius—object and character of that extraordinary

•work.—Petitions—remonstrance of the city of London,

—Meeting of parliament—lords Chatham and Camden

oppose ministry—resignation of the duke of Grafton.

THE session commenced on the 8th of Novem-

her ; his majesty recommended from the throne* the con- \^-v*+s

sideration of our commercial interests, and, regretted the irss.

interruption on the continent of the general tranquillity; p^jf,,i!i8 °f

but stated the assurances which he had received, that "itm.

Britain would not be affected by the foreign disturbances.

He mentioned the commotions in America, particularly

submitted the affairs of that part of his dominions to the

wisdom of parliament, and inculcated the necessity of

internal harmony and union. To the proposed addresses,

great opposition was made ; ministers were charged with

having excited the disorders in America, and with gross

inattention to external affairs. The Bourbon compact

-

f See State Papers, 1761.
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CHAP. became every day closer, and, extending its influence to

^f^^. Austria, brought the balance or power into imminent dan-

1768. Ser- 1 ne violation of the general tranquillity in the inva

sion of Corsica, France would never have attempted, but

from her knowing the feeblenes and distractions of the

British cabinet. Our commercial interests, it was added,

were entirely neglected. These were the outlines of the

censures against ministers, brought forward on the first

day of the session, as a text for future comment and

expatiation.

THE first particular subject which occupied their delib

erations was corn : the crop that year had been good, and

measures were projected to prevent the recurrence o'f

scarcity. A bill was prepared, not only for increasing

the prohibition on the exportation of corn, but also for

preventing the extraction of low wines and spirits from

wheat and flour. This act was useful so far as it extended,

but too trifling in its object and operation to afford any

material security against the return of dearth. An evil

so frequently prevailing in such a fertile country as Eng

land, manifested the expediency of restoring agriculture

to its due weight in political economy, and devoting the

attention of the legislature to the cultivation of land, as

well as the improvement of manufactures and commerce.

Other concerns, however, more urgent though less impor

tant, occupied parliament.

DURING this session, Wilkes engrossed a great portion

of parliamentary attention. This celebrated agitator had

uniformly proposed1"' by political bustle to acquire noto

riety and wealth. He succeeded in becoming conspicu

ous, but had not hitherto attained opulence : to ministers

(as we have seen) he had in vain applied for pecuniary

assistance ; but though they refused him the required

supply, they left and promoted one means of acquisition,

in his extensive popularity. In the generous hearts of

Englishmen, distress is a never failing passport to pity

and protection. If the suffering arise from real or appa

rent oppression, the spirit of freedom enhances the desire

of benignant vindication; and especially, if the alleged

g This lie himself declared to Mr. Gibbon, before the pnlilir«ti«n of the

Xortli liriiou. Gibbon's Miscellaneous Works, vol. i. p. KXi, note.
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persecution issue from the executive government. But CHAP,

at the affections of the multitude are more ardent than ^^-^

their judgment is discriminating, their regards are more 1768

frequently bestowed upon noisy demagogues, than wise

and beneficient patriots. Whoever proposes popularity as

his chief object, well knows that he must keep alive the

public attention. Wilkes and his supporters were tho

roughly skilled in 'the machinery of political notoriety,

and spent a great part ef the recess in holding meetings,

clubs, and parties ; framing resolutions, remonstrances,

and pamphlets. Lest the curiosity of the people should

be diminished, or the zeal of his supporters cooled,

Wilkes deemed it expedient to present a petition to the ivtitionof

house of commons. This paper recapitulated all his \vukea.

alleged grievances, from his first apprehension in April

1763, to his commitment in 17'68: the only new matter

that it contained was an assertion, that lord Mansfield had

illegally and tyrannically altered the records ; and that

Philip Carteret Webb esq. secretary to the treasury, had

bribed the petitioner's servants with the public money, to

steal the Essay on Woman, to be made a ground of pro- Proceed.

1 nn r r I • • I • ing9 re*-

secution. Ine former statements ot the petition, being a mating

narrative of proceedings already determined by the law of " llke*!

the country, the house passed over ; on the two last alle

gations a discussion commenced on the 21st of January

1769, which lasted till the 3d of February. On the 1719,

charge against lord Mansfield it was resolved, that the

orders made by the lord chief justice of the king's bench,

for the amendment of the informations established in the

said court against Mr. Wilkes, were according to law and

equity, and the practice of the court ; and also, that the

complaint was frivolous, groundless, and prejudicial to

the administration of publ\p justice : on the second head

it was resolved, that the charge against Mr. Webb was

not proved. The preface to lord Weymouth's letter, of

which Mr. Wilkes acknowledged himself author and pub-

Usher, next came under consideration ; it was voted to

be a false, scandalous, and seditious libel, tending to the

subversion of all order and legal government ; and a

proposition was immediately made, that Mr. Wilkes

fhould be expelled the house. In supporting this motion.,
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CHAP, ministers and their adherents spoke and acted as parties

,__^ eagerly interested in carrying a proposition, not as judges

,r6Q investigating the conduct of one of their peers, that they

might deliver a fair and impartial sentence. The charge

was accumulative and indefinite ; it contained a recitation

of his former offences and expulsion, and also of conduct

which was then undergoing the animadversion of the

courts of law, fully competent to condemnation or acquit

tal.1i Their speechesl chiefly expatiated on these subjects,

and contained the irrelevant exaggerations of passion,

much more than the statements and proofs of justice.

The opposers of this sentence contended, that the libel on

lord Weymouth, a peer of the realm, was the only spe

cific ground of the motion j that his privileges as a lord,

were not cognizable by the commons ; and that any

offence against him as a British subject, belonged to the

laws of the land. For the other libels, he had been

already expelled, and the house had punished him for an

attack upon the legislature. Should he be twice chastised

for the same offence ? " By the present proposition (they

" said) we are to blend the executive and judicial powers

" of the state with the legislative, and to extend our

" jurisdiction, that we may take upon ourselves the odium

*' of trying and punishing in a summary manner an offence

" which does not affect us, but is subject to the investi-

" gation of the laws. In the exercise of this assumed

" power, we are to form an accumulative and complicated

" charge, which no other courts, nor even we, have ever

" admitted in other instances. We are to mingle new

" crimes with old, and to try a man twice for the same

*' misdemeanour. We are to transfer the censures of a

" former parliament into the hands of the present, which

" is to make them the foundation of a new punishment.

" We are to assume a power of determining the rights of

" the people, and of their representatives, by no other rule

" but our own discretion or caprice."k Strong as these

arguments may appear to the impartial reader, they were

overborne by a ministerial majority, and Mr. Wilkes was

h Seo .Tourunl nf tlie House nf f'ommons, I'cli. 5'1, IciC'J.

i Sec Piu-linnu'ulury Ddmtrs (m tin- rvlinlsi(ln of AVilkcs ; Feb. jd 1763.

k !s(>c IVirliiuurulM'v Delia; *., l-Ylijmun -)il, 1'liy.
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expelled the house of commons. The conduct of ministry CHAP.

manifested that alteration of laxity and violence, which S^PV^/

never can proceed from united wisdom and vigour. If |7n-9

severe punishment were expedient, why was it not em- *lc,.ls ?x;
1 I ' * pelled the •

ployed when he returned from exile, before the reversal of house:

his outlawry ?l Permitted then to be out of confinement,

he had revived his popularity, and paved the way for its

progress to a height which nothing tended more effectu

ally to increase than further prosecution.

WELL knowing the temper of his constituents, and of

the nation in general, Wilkes considered his expulsion as

the sure road to greater popularity and distinction, and

immediately offered himself candidate for the vacated

county. The favour of his supporters rose to an enthu

siasm that overspread London, the county, and their

environs ; and the sympathetic spirit quickly diffused itself

throughout England : under the influence of such senti

ments, his reelection was unanimous ; and the next day Feb. 16th,

he was declared by the house incapable of being reelected ej.

during the present parliament. On the 16th of March,

Mr. Wilkes was chosen a third time; and the following

day his election was aguin declared void. The Middlesex

freeholders avowing their determination to choose him

again, ministers set up another candidate, colonel Lutterel.

The fourth election took place on the 13th of April: for bu^ecj.a-.
red incliji-

Mr. Wilkes, there were eleven hundred and forty-three tie.

lawful voters ; for his opponent, two hundred and ninety-

six : Air. Wilkes was accordingly returned. The next

day, his name was erased from the writ by order of the

house ; and the day after, Henry Lawes Lutterel esq.

was, after a very violent debate, declared, by a majority

of 221 to 139, duly elected."i The passionate resentment

of rulers against an individual, so clearly manifesting

their want of magnanimity and true wisdom, produced a

totally different effect from that which they expected or

desired : their aversion procured to its object the warmest

popularity. Ten days after the last vote of the house of

1 See Juniub's Letter XI. to the duke of Grafton.

m This was the question on which a youth, destined tn be one of the

ablest meorators and ablest men ever admired in any semite, iji-t spoke in par-

Maineut : Charles James ho\ hud j.rru'un i a seal lieloro ilit •••;,:u ag»; and a

lawgivers twenty, asieaiihcd hit hearer& •;

VOL. I. C c c
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commons, he was chosen alderman of the city of, London.

Subscriptions were opened, to raise money both for the

liquidation of his debts and his future subsistence. He

was represented as a meritorious patriot, su^L-ring oppres

sion and tyranny ior his virtues.

Revival, DURING th;s session, America occupied a great share

atruinst the r i* i i • • • • •

coloines, of -oa parliamentary attention ; both ministry and opposition

j™la with- were desirous of an inquiry, but the motives of the par-

realm, for ties were different. Ministers proposed to justify their

j"i"°Jgac' own conduct and that oi their officers, and to convince

the public that all the disturbances which had happened,

•were owing to the refractory and rebellious spirit of the

colonists ; while, on the other hand, their opponents

endeavoured to demonstrate, that the commotions were

caused by the weakness and arbitrary proceedings of the

British government. Having these different motives to

inqui.y, ministers and opposition desired different modes;

the former proposed to confine their investigations to the

late acts of the Americans ; the latter, to consider not

.only the conduct of the colonists, but the measures of

Britain for several years ; to trace disorders to their

sources ; as only by the knowledge of these, could the

evil be effectually removed. This broad plan of discus

sion by no means suited the designs of Ministry ; and it

was carried by a great majority, that the investigation

should be conducted on narrowed grounds. The house

resolved itself into a committee, and motions were made

.lor various papers, which would have illustrated the con

duct of government and its servants ; but they were uni

formly overruled. Papers in great variety were indeed

laid before the house ; but they related to the conduct of

the colonists merely, without including the measures of

government. With such incomplete materials, the ma

jority oi the legislature reposed so great a confidence in

ministers, as to be perfectly satisfied ; and on them under

took to deliberate. „

On the 8th of February, an address to his majestj-

passed the house of lords, and was adopted by the com-

u)ons, declaring the late proceedings of the house of

representatives of Massachusetts, bay to be a denial of thf

'authority oj^ the. supreme legislature, tu.m.ake laws for the

colonies. It therefore „• asserted the acts to. . be . illegal.
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unconstitutional, and derogatory to the rights of the CHAP.

crown and parliament of Great Britain; and reprobated

the circular letters of the same assembly, as tending to 1?69

inflame the other colonies, and to create unlawful combi

nations. It declared the town of Boston to be in a state

of disorder and disobedience to law ; justified the mea

sure of sending a military force, as necessary in such an

exigency ; stated the opinion of the houses to be, that

nothing could so effectually preserve British authority in

the tumultuous provinces, as the condign punishment of

the rioters; and recommended to his majesty to revive

the execution of Henry VIll.'s statute, for trying within

the realm of England treasons committed beyond seas.

The proposed revival of this law was very strongly con

troverted ; it was the constitutional privilege of every .British subject, declared by the great charter, confirmed

by various subsequent laws, and by uniformly established

usage, to be tried by his peers, and in the county in which

die transgression was alleged to have been committed,

that, if innocent, he might easily bring forward such testi

mony as would insure his acquittal. The projected plan

would be most iniquitous in its operation; by carrying

the accused to an immense distance from his friends and

business, it rendered it impossible', except tor a man of

great wealth, to endure the expense of bringing over

exculpatory evidence, or taking other effectual steps to

clear himself irom the charge. The prosecution, in effect,

would be condemnation ; even if the defendant were

acquitted, the 'purposes of justice would be entirely de

feated. Ministers alleged, that from the atrocity to which

licentiousness had risen in Massachusetts,- the revival of

this statute was absolutely necessary : that the legislature

and the public ought to have so much confidence in govern

ment, as to be convinced that they would not harass

innocent persons ; that the expense, and other inconve

niences, to the guilty, were only parts of their punishment,

and there was no reason to question the impartiality of

British juries. It was indeed improbable, that there

.could be any necessity for executing the act, as the dis

play of mingled 'vigour and lenity would bring back the

colonists to a sense of their dutv. An historian wholly
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CHAH. uninfluenced by the party notions of the times,

^^-^^ but lament the infatuation of ministers, who, when the

1769. Americans were so greatly discontented by the infringe

ment of one constitutional right of British subjects in

taxation without their consent, attacked another constitu

tional right equally valuable, the trial by peers. The

general character of the policy of this administration

towards America, was feeble anger, which provoked

without intimidating its objects.

Affiursof PAHLIAME.NT now turned its attention to the affairs of

the Kast

India com- the East India company. The agreement made with that

!""'J'' body, as well as the act for restraining the dividends, '

being now on the eve of expiration, the company made

overtures for a new contract ; and after a long negotiation,

a bargain was scttlrd on the following terms : the com

pany was to continue to pay to the public for five years,

the annual sum of four hundred thousand pounds ; they

were at liberty to increase their dividend to twelve and a

half per cent. ; but the addition was not to exceed

one per cent. in any one year. Should the company in

that period be obliged to reduce their dividends, a pro

portionate sum was to be deducted from their payment to

government; and should they fall to six per cent. the

payment was to be discontinued. The company was

bound to export British goods, at an average, of equal

value to those annually sent to India during the last five

years ; and should any surplus of the company's cash

remain in England alter the payment of specified debts,

it was to be lent to government at two per cent. These

stipulations were deemed advantageous to government,

and reckoned a favourable specimen of the official talents

of lord North, who had been extremely instrumental in

Debt on fixing the conditions. A message was sent this session

tlie civil , , , . , , • . r ,

list. by the king to the house of commons, informing them,

that a debt of 513,UOOl. had been incurred by the civil

list, and asking their assistance for its discharge : the

opponents of ministers proposed an inquiry into the expen

diture, which was negatived, and the required sum grant

ed ; and on 9th of May the session was concluded.

Airbus iu WHILE events so interesting to England were goinj

pri in Europe and America, a war broke out against the
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company in India, excited and headed by an adventurer, CHAP.

who, with his son, proved more formidable enemies, than

any native princes that Britain ever encountered in the 1769

east.

HTDER ALLY, from being a common soldier, raised Hyd*r

Himself to be master of the Mysore country, in the moun- -

tains between the eastern and western coasts of the hither

peninsula, and on the Malabar side acquired extensive

dominions adjoining the ocean. Endowed with vigorous

natural talents, he possessed great military exptrience,

which was chiefly attained by a long service among the

Europeans. He applied himself to form and discipline

his own army on the model of their system, and was

assisted by a number of French adventurers in training

his soldiers, and teaching them the use of artillery. This

bold and ambitious warrior formed a project of rendering

himself master of Indostan ; but, aware that in the Eng

lish he would meet the most formidable opponents, he

proposed, to drive them from India. With this view,

applying to the Nizam, viceroy of the Decan, he, partly by

threats and partly by promises, induced him to join in

war against the English. Informed of the new confede- Warinthe

racy, the council of Madras immediately despatched Carnatlc'

colonel Smith with a body of troops against the allied

army. The British commander, coming up with the

enemy, drew them to battle on the 26th of September

1767, near Trincomallee. Hyder Ally demonstrated

himself both a valiant soldier and an able general ; but

the Indians, notwithstanding their numbers, being soon

broken by the impetuosity and force of the British troops,

were completely defeated. Freed from the apprehension

of Hyder Ally's power, the Nizam made peace with the

company, and purchased their forgiveness, by ceding to

them the collection of a very extensive revenue in the

Balagat Carnatic. The chieftain of Mysore, finding him

self unable to cope with the British on the plains, retiied

to the Ghauts, where, through his cavalry, he disturbed

his enemies by predatory incursions. In January 1768, a

strong armament, fitted out at Bombay, attacked and look

Mangalore, Hyder Ally's chief harbour. By an unac

countable oversight, they left very few troops to garrison
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CHAP. the forts ; and these were soon afterwards made prisoners

^rv_^ by Hyder. The war against this adventurer, when car-

,7r),j ried beyond the purposes of defenee, was not attended

with ultimate advantage ; upon the system adopted by

the company, field deputies were appointed to superintend

and control the convn-inder in chief, and these interfering

in his plans of operations, prevented them from berng

effectual. General Smith had penetrated into the Mysore

country, and might have advanced to Seringapatam, but

he was counteracted by the deputies, whose gains depend

ed on the continuance of war, and not on the achievement

of conquest. Trusting to the celerity of his own troops,

Hyder, in the absence of the English general, hastened to

the Carnatic, plundered the company's ally the nabob of

Arcot, and compelled Smith to return to the defence of

the Coromandcl coast. Taught by experience, he avoided

a general engagement with the English, but straitened

their quarters, cut off their supplies, and exhausted them

in unavailing pursuits and marches. Meanwhile, having

strengthened his cause by alliances with Mahratta chief

tains, and increased his army, he had the boldness 'to

advance with a large body of horse almost to the gates of

Madras. Colonel Wood, with a detachment, attacked a

fort called Mulwaggle on Hyder's frontiers, bat was

repulsed. Encouraged by this advantage, Hyder deter

mined to hazard a battle : a contest took place on the 4th

of October, more obstinate than any that had been fought

between the English and Indians, and each party was re

peatedly obliged to retreat ; but at last, after having caused

great loss to the victors, the Mysorean abandoned the

field. Hyder did not again venture a battle, but continued

the harassing species of war which had so milch annoyed

the English. He again marched towards Madras; bat,

knowing that if he attacked it an engagement would be

unavoidable, he did not make the attempt. Tired of a

war which required very great expenditure without any

prospect of adequate recompense, the English made over-

•tures for peace, which their antagonist very wiHinglr

accepted ; and a treaty was concluded on the 3d of April

17T.8, on th« general principle of restitution of conquests.

Hvcler v. as the ablest Indian foe with whom Britain h>id
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ever been engaged; and this was the first war between CHAP.

the company and a. native power in which they acquiredon advantage, and incurred all the loss of their expenses. w^

IN Europe, the eyes of the different nations were dor-

ing this and part of the preceding year, turned chiefly to

the very unequal contest that was carrying on between

France and the small island of Corsica. As soon as the

treaty between his christian majesty and Genoa was pub

lished, and the invasion of the island appeared certain, a

general meeting of the nation was held at Corta ; and,

after a very animated and elegant speech by Pascal Paoli,

it was determined to defend their liberties to the last ex

tremity. On the 24th of June 1768, the French troops

landed, and found the islanders determined to resist. The

brave Corsicans disputed every inch of ground against a

numerous and well disciplined army, and frequently de

feated them in severe skirmishes. The French com- Dalian* re-

mander in chief issued a proclamation, full of promises if

the Corsicans submitted, and of threats if they continued

to oppose the king. Paoli having laid these proposals

before the assembly, they tore the papers, trampled them

with the greatest marks of rage and indignation, and

unanimously concurred in calling out for war. The French,

being now reinforced by fresh troops from home, made

considerable progress on the banks of the river Golo; but

Paoli, who had been watching a body of the enemy in ano

ther quarter, hastily advanced to this district, and on the

llth of September attacked and defeated them with great

slaughter. In the course of the summer, the Corsicans

continued to gain signal advantages; and the result was

so important, that during the remainder of the campaign,

the French, though recruited from the continent, were ob

liged to act on the defensive. The Corsicans had been

inspirited to these gallant efforts by the hope of foreign

assistance, without which, they well knew, their exertions

against such a power as France must be ultimately hope

less. To England principally they had looked for aid,

expecting that country to be the best inclined to vindicate

liberty and oppose the ambition of France, and the most

able to send them assistance i.t iheir insular situation. I3ut

the court of Versailles well knewj that they had not w>
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CHAP. dread a William Pitt in the English cabinet ; that the

v 1 1 1
^^,^, British ministry were weak, distracted, unequal to inter-

1769 nal and colonial politics, and without either the disposi

tion or the ability to take an active and effectual part in

foreign affairs. During the winter, the French leaders

pressed these considerations on the Corsican chiefs; not a

few of whom began to consider their resistance as despe

rate. These sentiments, however, did not immediately

appear in their conduct. In January and February 1769,

they made several attempts on the French quarters but

Were frequently repulsed. As the spring advanced, the

French taking the field, made considerable progress,

though the brave islanders maintained their cause with the

warmest zeal and unimpaired resolution. In the begin

ning of April, the count de Vaux landed with so many

troops as made the French army amount to oO,000 men,

and several engagements took place : in the first, the Cor-

sicans were superior : in the second, neither party gained

any decisive advantage : in the third, however, the island

ers were totally defeated with dreadful slaughter ; and,

to heighten the disaster, one of their chiefs betrayed his

distressed country, and wiih eight hundred men joined the

enemy. In MaI , the greater part of the island was over

run, and their chief towns were compelled to yield to the

French. Their patriotic and gallant leader Paoli, how

ever, with about five hundred men, still continued to resist.

These heroes were at last surrounded by four thousand

of the enemy, when he energetically asked them, if they

would ingloriously surrender, or die free men with sword

v ' in hand. They unanimously embraced the latter alterna

tive, attacked the French, and with great slaughter on both

sides the survivors of the Corsicans made their way

through the enemy. Paoli having for two days, with some

of his friends and attendants, eluded the search of the ene

my got on board an English ship at Porto Vecchia, and

was landed at Leghorn, where he was received both by tht

inhabitants and others, more as a triumphant conqueror,

than as an exile from a conquered country. From Leg

horn he sailed to England, where he also met with ihr

mo.st flattering reception, and from that time resided.

Corsica having become a part of the French dominions, its
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government was modelled according to the will of the CHAP.

French king, rendered totally dependent upon him, and an .—^-^.

appendage to the most contiguous French district of 17g9.

Provence.

IN America, the proposed change in trials for treason America,

not only enraged the before disaffected, but even alarmed "„["£,„,

the loyal and faithful partisans of the king and mother the new

rr, , « • i mode ol

country. 1 o transport an accused person, before the trial,

establishment of guilt, over an immense ocean of three

thousand miles; to tear from his family, friends, and

country, a man, in the eye of the law innocent; to carry

him away for many months from his lawful business, by

which he maintained his children, and upheld his rank in

society, was in effect equal to banishment, and an inflic

tion of the most cruel penalties, before it was proved that

any punishment was just. Such a measure, every person

of common sagacity must see, was totally inconsistent with

the principles of natural jurisprudence, and with both the

letter and spirit of British criminal law. Even those who

had uniformly supported the legislative supremacy of Bri

tain, began to question an authority designed to be exer

cised in such oppression. In Massachusetts for a short

time the projected scheme produced some effect in repres

sing the disorders : this, however, arose merely from awe

of the soldiers; but, as they were not employed in execut

ing any vigorous measures for restraining disorders, the

fears of the colonists soon vanished. The assembly, main

taining the proposition to be unjust, unconstitutional, and

tyrannical, formed resolutions to resist its operation : they

voted charges against their governor for misconduct ;

which, with a petition for his removal, they transmitted to

England. The other colonial assemblies reprobated the

revived statute with no less force of reason than the new

Englanders ; and some of them with still greater severity

of expression, accompanied by more violent resolutions.

Bitter altercations took place between the assemblies and

the governors, some of whom imitated Mr. Bernard in

dissolving these meetings. Such acts, far from benefiting

the parent country, diffused dissatisfaction more widely,

by spreading through the people the sentiments which had

prevailed in the assemblies. The enmity of the Ameri-

VOL. I. Odd



gg -HISTORY OP THE

CHAP, cans to the scheme of the present year, contributed very

^ ' powerfully to the promotion and extension of the associa-

1769 tions against British commodities. Committees were ap

pointed in all the principal towns, to inspect cargoes fromBritain, and to report to the constituents if any persons hadpurchased prohibited articles. Whoever were found totransgress the resolutions of the associators, were publiclycensured in their mtetings, which moreover inserted theirnames in the newspapers, to render them odious to thepeople. By these combinations, resolutely determined topersevere in their purpose, British commerce suffered avery great diminution. It was found, on an investigation,that the exports from this country to America in 1769,fell short by seven hundred and forty- four thousandpounds of those of the year 1 768. It appeared also, thatthe revenue from America, which had been in 1767 onehundred and ten thousand pounds, in 176*8 had lessened teseventy thousand, and in 1769 was so low as thirty thou

sand. The association had confined the prohibition of thespecified articles to those of British growth or manufac

ture ; the natural consequence of which was, that they be

gan to be smuggled from foreign countries, especially fromFrance ; and thus the two acts of this administration, thelaw of 1767 for raising a revenue from America, and theproposal in 1769 of reviving an oppressive statute of ttyrannical prince, long obsolete for its absurdity and injus

tice, prevented the use of British manufactures, destroyedan important branch of commerce, impaired revenue,encouraged the produce and trade of continental Europe,and enriched our commercial and political rivals : so nar

row were the views of the ministers of that time, and soextensive were the consequences of their weakness, rash

ness, and impolicy.

DURING the summer, discontents arose in England t»

a greater height than in any preceding period of the reign.

Although the conduct of administration respecting Ame

rica had its share in exciting dissatisfaction, yet the chief

cause was the proceedings against Mr. Wilkes, especially

witii regard to the Middlesex election. The nomination

of Mr. Lutterr-1 involved in it a totally different question

from the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes. The expulsion,
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whether well or ill founded, was a question of individual CHAP.

, r i • i i • • ... . , . vni.
conduct, 01 winch the justice or injustice terminated in ^-^*i^*

Mr. VVilkes himself, without affecting any other person ; 1?g9.

but the nomination of a man supported by a minority

involved a constitutional right, and the decision might

eventually affect many others. A subject which so greatly

agitated and interested the public mind, naturally became

a theme of literary discussion, and the ablest men were

engaged on both sides. The question at issue was,

whether expulsion constituted disqualification during the

current parliament? The supporters of the affirmative

•ontended, that the power of disqualifying persons from

being members of its body was inherent in the house of

commons, and that its exertion could be demonstrated

from precedents. The force of Dr. Johnson was em- Johnson's

ployed on this side of the question, in the essay which

was entitled, " False Alarm :" and his chief argument

was, that the power of disqualifying expelled members,

was necessary to the house of commons ; as expulsion

with re-eligibility would be a nominal, not a real punish

ment. He also quoted the case of sir Robert Walpole,

and dwelt on the individual character of Mr. Wilkes.

Political expediency, however, could not prove existing

law ; and individual character was irrelative to a question

of privilege between constituents and the representative

body. The writer who entered most fully and minutely

into this question, upon the real grounds of law and pre

cedent, was the celebrated Junius. He defied his adver- Letters of

saries to produce any statute applicable to the subject. uQms

The precedent on which ministers rested, was the case of

Walpole; but, as Junius shows, the judgment of the

house was quite different." Mr. Wilkes was expelled, so

was Mr. Walpole ; Mr. Wilkes was reelected by a ma

jority of votes, so was Mr. Walpole. The friends of

Mr. Taylor, the opposing candidate, petitioned parlia

ment, that he, though supported by a minority, should be

returned ; the house determined that Mr. Taylor was

not duly elected. Mr. Lutterel, supported by a minority,

was declared by the house to be duly returned. Mr.

n Scj. Letter *a dated .Tn)v 10th, Ufi't.
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CHAP. Wilkes was declared incapable of being elected, because

t-^^L he had been expelled ; Mr. Walpole was declared inca-

,7(i9 pable of sitting in parliament, not because he had beenexpelled, but because he was deemed guilty of a breach oftrust and notorious corruption in his official character ofsecretary at war.

THE Middlesex election was one occasion which

called forth the epistolary eloquence of this renowned

Writer; but the objects of its exertion and the range of its

expatiation were far more extensive. During the supre

macy of the whigs, the influence of public opinion had

very rapidly increased throughout the English nation.

The same spirit of inquiry that had scrutinized the actions

of the Stuart princes, operated with redoubled force after

the revolution had ascertained the extent and bounds of

privilege and prerogative ; and the consequent laws had

sanctioned the use of freedom's most powerful engine, the

press, tried and proved in the contentions of the whigs

and tories in the reigns of William and Anne ; of minis

terial and anti-ministerial parties, while Walpole sat at

the helm of affairs : the efficacy of this energetic instru

ment was more fully essayed since the accession of the

present sovereign to the throne ; and most successfully

employed in counteracting the liberal and comprehensive

policy which, without respect of parties, sought official

fitness in the ministers of the crown. Misapprehending,

or perverting ingenuity, charged the failure of erroneous

or premature means to the impolicy of the general end ;

and endeavoured to demonstrate, that every censurable

measure of indiridual ministers arose from the new sys

tem, and that the only remedy for the evils under which

the country and its dependencies labour, was the renewal

of the vvhig monopoly.° These were the propositions

which the parliamentary orators of the aristocratical con

federacy wished to inculcate themselves, and also to dis

seminate through literary coadjutors. To this phalanx ot

opposition and discontent, several senators, and many

writers, who were not partisans, adhered ; in the course

of the contests, the high and growing authority of the

o Sco Oie sropc of opposition a riling*, but especially Btirke on (he discon-

l'"it-.> and J unii:8*s Lcttrn'.
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press was daily more manifest, and in the estimation of cnvp.

the multitude rivalled parliament itself, and the whig1' ^^-v-^

combination entertained sanguine hopes, that through Vr69

intrinsic force, aided by literary eloquence that fanned the

popular flame, they should at length succeed in restoring

the former system, and recovering the direction of the

royal councils. To regain for the whigs and their sup

porters the sole possession of the political fortress, fought

their champion Junius. Personal motives evidently in

flamed this writer against individual officers of the) crown,

whom party considerations induced him to assail, as mem

bers of a body which was to be driven from the councils

of the king, to make way for the restoration of the whigs.

He began his warfare in January 1769, by a general view

of the state' of the country ; described Britain, as inter

nally distracted, and as little regarded by foreign powers :

and assuming the truth of his account, imputed the alleged

evils to the new system and the existing ministers. He

thence descended to specific measures, and the respective

characters of the chief members of the administration ;

with a twofold purpose, of deriving the counsels from the

new plan of royal policy, and its alleged framer and con

ductor lord Bute ; and demonstrating that the chief officers

of the crown were, from private profligacy, public corrup

tion, or political prepossessions, the fittest for carrying it

into execution.*1 The Middlesex election, at an early period

of his work, afforded him an opportunity' of inveighing

against ministers, and attacking parliament as meanly con

descending to be the tool of government in violating the

rights of electors, and depriving Englishmen of their con

stitutional and most valuable franchise. Keeping directly

to his purpose, he deduced the Middlesex election from

the new system, and the ministers who had been chosen to

render it effectual. To the same cause he ascribc-d the

various acts, legislative, executive, and judicial, which he

reprobated in the course of his writing.;. With skilful

unity of design, the details and result of his eloquence,

p See Letters It tlie ilukc of Grafton, fee. am! In the iIuT.cs off•radon IIMI

Btdford, sml lord Minwlield.

4 He aceusc-H lords Mansfield jmd Rino vritli jacnliinism. See Letit-ju*.
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CHAP. were adapted to his purposes of impressing- the public with

an opinion, that the whole policy of the present reign had

I76g been unconstitutional in principles, at once feeble and

oppressive in operation, and pernicious in effect. Advan

ced not in the impassioned hour of contentious and tem

porary debate, but in an uniform series of deliberate

inculcation, such assertions evidently conveyed an indi

rect censure of the sovereign ; but circuitous attack wa»

not sufficient for the purpose of Junius. A direct address

to the king himself, he thought, would more effectually

accomplish the end for which he employed his pen. Com

posed with exquisite skill and great ability ; dexterously

adapted to the popular prejudices, and the views of the

whigs, his letters had converged all the rays of discontent

into one focus ; now was the time for exciting a flame, which

should consume every object that was hostile to the con

federacy of the whigs. He wrote a letter, that contained

a direct and virulent attack on the conduct and government

of the king; in which the errors imputed to the monarch's

administration were his dereliction of the policyr of hit

two predecessors; his choice of servants without regard to

the whig connexion, his employment of Scotchmen, and

the series of successive measures which these changes had

produced. The consequences (said Junius to his sover

eign) must be dissatisfaction, rebellion, and revolution:

unless the king should cease to govern according to his

own judgment and choice, and should yield his under

standing and will to the implicit direction of a party. Such

was the object and nature of the Letters of Junius, which

continued to be published for near four years ; and to

insure almost unprecedented circulation through the union

of the prevalent violence of popular licentiousness, with

Object and vigorous and masterly composition. For clearness, pre-

of "this ex- cision, and force of style, select phraseology, dexterous

traclnliua- arrangement, imprcssiveness of manner, giving the mate

rials the most pointed effect, these productions have rarely

been exceeded, and not often equalled, by political publi

cations ; but he who shall look into Junius for a close

chain of antecedents and consequents, facts, and legitimate

-r JunKis's Letter to tlie king, December 19th, 1769.
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inferences, will be disappointed, by seeking for what the CHAP.

author never intended to bestow, and what would not

have answered his purpose. Junius COULD reason ,769

clearly and strongly ; but he did not constantly argue

conclusively, because his object was, not to enlighten the

understanding, but to inflame the passions. He gratified

the people by repeating to them, in strong nnd nervous

language, their own notions and feelings : he pleased them

not by the justness of performance, but by dexterously

ehiming their favourite tunes. His charges against the-

dukes of Grafton and Bedford represent those noblemen

as the most profligate and abandoned men that ever had

disgraced the British senate or cabinet ; but what impartial

estimator of political characters would lorm his judgment

from accusations that were substantiated by no proof, and

totally inconsistent with probability? The illustrious Mans

field he described as a most corrupt and unjust judge, as

a mean time-serving and unprincipled courtier, Rnd as a

jacobite, inimical to the king and government w.hich he

professed to support. What weight would an impartial

investigator of merit allow to such calumnious allegations,

•ot only unsupported by any proof, but disproved by the , '

whole tenor and course of the life and conduct of their

object. Aware, that in the misapprehension of party

rage, the slander of dignity and merit was one road to

popularity, Junius insulted a much more exalted character,

and completed his calumny by charges which were equally

false and seditious. History, after taking a retrospective

view of Grecian and Roman demagogues, will scarcely be

able to present such an instance of invective, ingenious and

inflammatory ; scurrility, nervous and elegant ; plausible so

phistry, impressive declamation, poignant and sarcastic ma

lice, as in the English orator of the IRON MASK. These

anonymous effusions were not prized only by such critics as

composed Mr. Wilkes's election mobs, but by readers of

real abilities and learning, who, hostile to government, and

approving the spirit which they breathed, did not rigor

ously scrutinize the arguments ; men of taste, charmed

with the beauties of the composition, overlooked the

reasoning and tendency ; and never was a political work '

more universally perused than the Letters of Junius.
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CHAP.VI 11.1769. MINISTERS, aware of the prevailing discontents,

endeavoured to procure addresses which might counteract

the popular spirit, but were in England by no means suc

cessful. Essex, Kent, Surry, and Salop, were the only

counties ; the universities oi Oxford and Cambridge, the

cities of Bristol and Coventry, and the town of Liverpool,

the only corporations of noie that expressed the sentiments

desired by government. From Scotland, however, ihe

addresses were more numerous and agreeable to ministry.1

Petitions. Petitions, on the contrary, were presented from many

counties, cities, and corporations, and thest; were of two

very difl'erent classes : one set, though explicit, was tem

perate ; am;, though forcible, decorous : of this species, the

best written and most distinguished were from Bucking

hamshire and Yorkshire, supposed to have been repec-

tiveiy framed by Mr. Burke and sir George Saville.

These confined themselves to the rights of election, which

they asserted to be violated ; and, either indirectly or ex

pressly,, prayed for a dissolution of parliament. Ihe

other class, though nominally petitions, were false and

indecent remonstrances ; of these, the most noted and

prominent were from Middlesex and the city of London.'

They professed to review the whole series of acts during

his present majesty's reign. According to their account,

the king had been uniformly directed by profligate coun

sellors, who had infused into the royal mind sentiments

and counsels of the most dangerous tendency to the liber

ties and happiness of his subjects; from those pernicious

counsels, according to their assertion and enumeration,

had proceeded the corruption of all the orders, and viola

tion of the most sucrcd rights of Englishmen ; and the

reign of the king was a tissue of unjust, tyrannical, and

cruel acts, flowing Irom the legislative, executive, and

jitdicntive estates: after this statement, they proceeded

to pray, that he would banish from his royal favour,

trust, and confidence, his evil and pernicious counsellors.

Though the tenor and language of the Middlesex and

London petitions were essentially the same, the latter was

s See Slate Papers, 1769. t See in the State Papers, the petition of

tlio IiuWiesix ckcioi",, .May 'Jiili. 1709, ami the LOui'.un petition of June SOth,

1763.

Hemou-

stranee of

(he city of

Londou.
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rendered more notorious, by the perseverance of unfound* CHAP,

ed expostulation with which its promoters obtruded their ^^L.

abusive charges upon their sovereign. False as many of 1769"

the allegations were, yet, coming from the most opulent

body in the kingdom, they had very great influence in

spreading the discontents, and the dissatisfaction had risen

to an extraordinary height before the meeting of the

legislature.

PARLIAMENT was assembled on the 9th of January ifro.

1770; and, contrary to popular expectation, his majesty's

speech did not mention the public discontents. One sub

ject of which the king spoke, though really of very great

importance, was much ridiculed by the speakers and

writers" of opposition. An infectious distemper having

broken out among the cattle, threatened one of the chief

articles of provision. The king, by the advice of his

privy council, had taken every step which he thought likely

to stop the contagion, and consulted his parliament on far

ther measures to be adopted concerning a matter of the

highest national importance. He expressed his regret,

that his endeavours to tranquillize America had not been

attended with the desired success ; and that combinations

had been formed to destroy the commercial connexion

between our colonial provinces and this country. He had,

however, received the strongest assurances, that the pre

sent disturbances in Europe would not interrupt the quiet

of Great Britain. The debate upon the address contained

a very wide range of animadversion, and great acrimony

of censure, into which the opposition in both houses intro

duced the Middlesex election, the prevailing discontents

in England, and the commotions in America, and urged

the dissolution of parliament and a total change of coun

sels. Ministers, admitting that discontents existed, im

puted them to the spirit of faction, and the speeches,

writings, and petitions, which had been thence produced ;

they, however, were by no means unanimous. Lords

Camden and Shelburne withdrew from counsels so differ

ent from those which they and their admired friend lord

Chatham would have supported or approved. Soon after,

u See Junius's Letter to the dake of C.raftcn, February I4vh, 1770.

VOL. I. E e e
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CHAP. to the great astonishment of the nation, the duke of Graf-

VUt' ton, on the 28th of January, resigned his office of first lord

,770 of the treasury. Lord Cambden and Mr. Dunning, his

Resigns- chief supporters in their respective houses, had shown
tion ofthe . , r .... . »-• i. i .i i

duke of themselves inimical to the measures which had been re-

t. rafton. centiy pursued : besides, the duke of Grafton professed

himself the political pupil of the illustrious Chatham ; and

though, during the illness and inaction of that statesman,

he had swerved from his principles, opinions, and maxims,

he still avowed the highest veneration for his character

and sentiments. Perfectly recovered, lord Chatham was

now returned to parliament, and with his wonted vigour

attacked the system and measures of administration. The

opposition of all his ablest friends, Grafton could not

endure. In addition to these causes, we may find another

probable reason for the dereliction of his post. Junius,

indefatigable in raking together calumnious anecdotes, and

dexterous in bestowing on them the appearance of truth,

had made the private as well as the public conduct of this

nobleman the chief butt of his satire, and for his actions

assigned the most contemptible and unworthy motives.

He must be either grossly stupid or stoically magnani

mous, either less or greater than ordinary men, who,

though conscious of innocence, can bear with indifference

powerful calumny that produces general belief. The duke

of Grafton, regarding his character, was so much moved

by the Letters of Junius, that they certainly cooperated

with other causes in impelling him to resign.
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CHAP. IX.

Commencement of lord North's administration.—The re

monstrance of the city of London—and reply of his ma

jesty—are discussed in parliament.—Bill to prevent offi

cers of the revenuefrom voting at elections—negatived.

—Mr. Grenville's lawfor regulating contested elections.

—Lord North's billfor repealing all duties on America,

except on tea.—Tumult at Boston—captain Preston and

the soldiers interfere—tried and acquitted. The minis

ter wishing conciliation, overlooks the riot.—Session

rises.—War between Russia and Turkey.—Catharine is

favoured by England—sends a fleet to the Mediterra

nean—her armies overrun Moldavia and Wallachia—

alarm Prussia and Austria.—France—disputes between

the king and parliaments—Dispute between Britain and

Spain about Falkland's island.—Spain, the aggressor,

refuses to make adequate satisfaction—trusts to the co

operation of France—disappointed—offers concessions

that satisfy the British court. America becomes more

tranquil.—Discontents still continue in England. Lon

don addresses the king—dignified answer of his majesty

•—noted reply of Bedford, thej.ord mayor—Meeting of

parliament.—Lord Mansf.eld's doctrines on the law of

libel—are controverted by lord Camden—Camden chal

lenges the chiefjustice to a legal disquisition on the sub

ject—lord Manxjield declines the contest.—Prosecution

ofprinters.—Misunderstanding between the two houses.

—Singular confederacy for bribery in the borough of

Shoreham.—Opposition censure the terms of satisfaction

admittedfrom Spain.—Supplies.—Session rises.

LORD NORTH, chancellor of the exchequer, CHAP.

succeeded the duke of Grafton in his office of first lord of lx-

the treasury ; and from this time commenced an adminis- ^~*7T*"tration which forms a momentous era in the history of

Great Britain.
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THE Middlesex election came before both houses in

a variety of forms, and produced brilliant and forcible elo

quence, but necessarily a repetition of arguments which

had been already employed. In discussing this subject,

lord Chatham reviewed the measures of government,

which he declared, in its principles and details, to be weak,

unconstitutional, and ruinous ; and unfolded his own rea

sons for opposing a ministry which owed its existence to

himself. Finding (he said) the line of conduct which he

had chalked out not observed, and his opinion totally over

ruled, he had withdrawn from public business, and at

length entirely resigned.—His several motions, however,

were negatived by the influence of ministry.

THE reception of the London petition underwent very

severe animadversions. The king not having paid to that

production the favourable attention which its authors had

the presumption to expect, they chose to deliver another

paper to the king, entitled, the humble address, remon-
stranccof ' ' , °. - . ' , , , '

pity or strance, and petition ot the lord mayor, aldermen, and

livery of the city of London. In this humble application

to their sovereign, these citizens undertook to declare

what was the law of the land, and wherein it had been vio

lated $ and to prophecy that its violation would produce

more ruinous consequences, than the ship money of

Charles I. and the dispensing power of James II. The

citizens next declared the parliament a non-entity, an ille

gal meeting, whose acts were not binding, and therefore

could require no obedience. They drew a parallel between

the administrations of George III. and James II. ; differ

ing indeed in means, but concurring (they affirmed) in

principles and system. The constitution, now endangered

by the wickedness of his majesty's ministers, had been

established by the virtue of their ancestors, and by the vir

tue of present patriots it should be preserved. The con

cluding paragraph of this essay I shall quote, as a speci

men of the terms in which this corporation dictated to

their monarch, and of the licentiousness of that period of

history. " Since, therefore, the misdeeds of your majesty's

*' ministers, in violating the freedom of election, and de-

" praving the noble constitution of parliaments, are note-

*' ripus, as well as subversive of the fundamental laws and
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" liberties of this realm ; and since your majesty, both in CHAP.

" honour and justice, is obliged inviolably to preserve them, ,^rvl^.

" according to the oath made to God and your subjects at 1779"

" your coronation ; we, your majesty's remonstrants, assure

'• ourselves, that your majesty will restore the eonstitutional

'' government and quiet of your people, by dissolving this

" parliament, and removing those evil ministers for ever

" from your councils." The answer was a striking exam

ple of temperate, but dignified and forcible reproof; it

was couched in the following terms : " I shall always be and reply

" ready to receive the requests, and to listen to the com-

'' plaints of my subjects ; but it gives me great concern to

" find, that any of them should have been so far misled, as

" to offer me an address and remonstrance, the contents of

" which I cannot but consider as disrespectful to me, injuri-

" ous to my parliament, and irreconcilable to the principles

" of the constitution. I have made the law of the land the

" rule of my conduct, esteeming it my chief glory to reign

" over a free people. With this view, I have always been

" careful, as well to execute faithfully the trust reposed in

'' me, as to avoid even the appearance of invading any of

" those powers which the constitution has placed in other

" hands. It is only by persevering in such a conduct, that

" I can either discharge my own duty, or secure to my sub-

" jects the free enjoyment of those rights which my family

" were called to defend : and while I act upon these princi-

" pies, I shall have a right to expect, and I am confident I

" shall continue to receive, the steady and affectionate

" support of my people."

ON the 15th of March, the remonstrance was discus- aredis-

sed by the house. The city members, supported by the *^5f,f- m

rest of the opposition, defended it : its framers gloried in

the production. Others, less violent, eluded the merits

of the paper in question, and reasoned on the general

right of petitioning his majesty, and the propriety of ad

dressing him at the present time. The supporters of min

isters confined themselves to this specific remonstrance,

which they contended, and proved, to be insulting, injuri

ous, and dangerous ; particularly dwelling on that part of

it which presumed to deny the legality of the present par

liament, as tending to deprive the people of their repre-
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CHAP. sentatives, and to annul every act which had passed since

the general election. Both houses addressed his majesty,

,770 thanking him for his answer to the remonstrance. Seve

ral motions were made for an address to his majesty

to dissolve the parliament, but these were negatived. Lord

Chatham was extremely active in anti-ministerial propo

sitions ; and the admirer of the highest wisdom and patrio

tism of those times must regret, that the heat of party

contention should so far have transported this illustrious

senator, as to have induced him to countenance and sup

port the very irreverent remonstrance of the city of

London. :.

Hill fur dis- AN attempt was made to diminish the influence of the

oflTeersof crown, by proposing a bill to disqualify certain officers of

the reve- the revenue from voting for members of parliament ; and

voting at a motion to this effect was made on the llth of February,

eleetions, rji^g supporters of the proposition observed, that the chief

officers of the revenue were disqualified from sitting in

parliament, and that there were the same reasons for inca

pacitating inferior officers from being electors. Both clas

ses of servants must be under the direction of the crown ;

and the departments of the revenue were become so nu

merous, as to render that influence inconsistent with the

purposes of a free representation. Ministers replied, that

the motion presumed in its objects a dependence and cor

ruption which was not proved ; on this presumption, it

proposed to place holders of those employments in a worse

situation than their fellow countrymen ; and thus to de

prive many individuals of the rights of British subjects :

i1 nog«- the motion was rejected. On the 28th, a proposition was

* * made for inspecting the accounts of the civil list during

the year 1769. The nation (it was urged) had a right to

examine how its late grants had been employed : if the

v money had been properly used, no inconvenience could

accrue to -ministers from the inspection ; if improperly

applied, it was the duty of the house to make the disco

very. It was answered, that the civil list being entirely

the revenue of the crown, the crown had a right to expend

it at will; if an application had been made for an addi

tional grant, the expenditure of the first ought to be inves

tigated to ascertain its necessity ; but that not being the
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case, there were no reasons to require or to justify an ex

amination : on these grounds, the motion was negatived.

ON the 7th of March, Mr. George Grenville proposed

a bill for regulating contested elections. These were for- Mr. Gren-

, . , P , . , , , . villc's bill

merly tried by a select committee ; by degrees the commit- for reguia-

tees were so enlarged, as to become open to every mem- {^f j°""

ber: so great a number of judges, not bound by oath, tions,

decided very often according to party connexion, or some

other partiality, instead of justice; and many instances

occurred of unfair nominations. To remedy this evil,

Mr. Grenville proposed a plan analogous to a trial by jury.

Before a contest could be tried, the house must consist of

not less than a hundred members ; the names of all pre

sent were to be put into boxes, and to be drawn out till

they amounted to forty-nine; the two litigants were

alternally to strike off one of these, till they were reduced to

thirteen ; these, with two nominees, were to be sworn a

select committee, empowered to examine records, papers,

and witnesses, and to determine finally. The bill was

passed into a law, since well known by the name of the ml° * a

Grenville act, and is considered as having made a very

beneficial change in the fairness of decisions.

AMERICAN affairs began in March to occupy the atten- Lord

lion of parliament, and first offered to the public an oppor-

tunity of judging of lord North's ministerial talents. The pealing all

British merchants who traded to America, had sustained

immense losses by the rejection of their goods ; and, appre- «™ePlon

hending ruin if the associations should continue, presented

petitions to parliament, stating their sufferings, and pray

ing its intervention. On the 5th of March, lord North

proposed a bill for the repeal of part of the act of 1767,

which laid a duty on paper, painted colours, and glass, but

continuing the part of the same law which exacted a duty

trom tea. The minister assigned as a reason for bringing

in the bill, the dangerous combinations which the imposts

had produced in America, with the losses and dissatisfac

tion which they had caused among the merchants at home.

He strongly expressed his disapprobation of the act in

question, but censured it as an unproductive impost, not

as an impolitic claim : the articles taxed (he said) being

chiefly British manufactures, ought to have been encour-
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CHAP, aged instead of being burdened with assessments. The

lx' duty on tea was continued, for maintaining the parliamen-

... tary right of taxation. An impost of three-pence in the

pound could never be opposed by the colonists, unless they

were determined to rebel against Britain. Besides, a duty

on that article payable in England, and amounting to nearly

one shilling in the pound, was taken off on its exportation

to America; so that the inhabitants of the colonies saved

nine-pence in the pound. The minister here discovered

that he had not investigated the state of affairs, and the

sentiments of the people ; for a cursory attention to the

declarations and acts of the Americans must have demon

strated, that their objection was not to the amount, but to

the claim ; and experience might have convinced him, that

no temporising expedients, no half measures, would be

effectual. Different as the professed opinions of the Rock-ingham administration and of lord North were, their policy

sprang from similar indecision. Wishing to please both

parties, they left the chief matter in dispute undetermined,

and of course a subject of future contention. The mem

bers of opposition did not fail to see and to predict the

inefficacy of the minister's plan ; they repeated the argu

ments on the injustice and inexpediency of taxing Ame

rica, and the evils which had arisen from the attempt:

the minister's propositions, however, were carried by a

great majority. This act may be considered as an omen

of lord North's administration ; at least, so far as a dis

play of character justifies predictions respecting future

conduct and its result. Discerning men saw meritorious

intentions and ready ingenuity, without the accompani

ment of that enlarged political wisdom, firmness, and de

cision of mind, which only when united can constitute a

beneficial statesman.

TumnHat THE very day on which the resolutions were passed

Boston. tnat 1or{1 North intended for satisfying the colonies, a

quarrel arose at Boston between some of the inhabitants

and a party of soldiers. While the troops sent to Boston

in 1768, remained in that town, the people had been awed

into quietness; but in the end of 1769, a great part of

them having been ordered to other quarters, those who

remained were treated with the most provoking insolence ;
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they were lampooned and abused in the newspapers ; ridi- CHAP.

ailed and reviled, if met singly or in small bodies in the ^^-v-iw

streets ; and disturbed and interrupted in the discharge of 1770.

their duty. In the evening of the 5th of March, a dis

pute happened between two or three young men of the

town, and as many soldirrs, near the barracks ;" virulent

language produced blows; the soldiers proved victorious,

and pursued their adversaries through the streets. The

bells were rung to alarm the populace ; a mob assembled

round the customhouse, and threatened the sentinel's life

that was posted there ; captain Preston, the officer on Captain

guard, sent a party to protect not only the soldier, but the lnd the *al-

eustomhouse, and soon after proceeded thither himself. |^™'nte*-

The mob, becoming very violent, attacked the soldiers

with stones and clubs ; the captain, as long as it was pos

sible, kept his men from firing; but at length, their live*

being in danger, they were obliged to use their arms in

their own defence : four of the insurgents were killed, and

some others wounded : the tumult became much more

general, and the rest of the troops were assembled. The

governor'' having called together the council, they advised

the removal of the troops, which was accordingly orderedi

Captain Preston surrendered himself for trial, and the sol

diers under his .command were taken into custody. Every

unfair means that could be used were employed to inflame

the people against the defendants, and to prejudge the

eause. In the newspapers, and various other publications,

the troops were represented as guilty of deliberate mur

der; dead bodies were carried in procession through the

town, and held out as the victims of military execution.

Fortunately for the cause of justice, the trials were put off

for several months, so that the ferment subsided : captain Are tried

Preston was honourably acquitted ; as were all the soldiers, quitted,

except two, who were convicted of manslaughter.

THE account of this tumult arrived in Kngland before

the rising of parliament, and it was expected that ministry

x See Stedmnn, vol. i. p. 75.
• J Mr. ll'itrhiu.Miu had been lately appointed to that office. The Americans

Hail petitioned tor the rernpval of sir Prancis Bernard : and that gentleman hav.

NIR returned to England to defend himself, vindicated his conduet to the satisfac

tion and upprobwliim ot Itiu (sovereign Detaining, however, to resume his

authority among people w ho lind wolicited its annihilation, he resigned his

loyinent.

VOL. I. F f f
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CHAP, would have immediately proposed taking it into consider-

, attODr They, however, purposely waved the discussion,

1?ro. entertaining great hopes of the conciliatory effect of the

•w!sjiinter> recent rePeal 5 an(J as lhe disturbances had taken place

concilia- when that was not known in America, they trusted that the

look's theer" account of the new resolutions would change their senti-

riot. meats, and produce dispositions to order, tranquillity, andharmony. They thought it therefore prudent to abstain

from investigations which might again inflame the colonists ;

riae*. and the session closed toward the end of May.

War be- A WAR was now raging on the continent, in which Bri-

sia'^n'd'*'"' l**n' without actually interfering, warmly favoured one of

Turkey, the parties. For several years it had been part of the

British policy to renew and increase that intercourse with

Russia, which, from political, but still more from commer

cial motives, former kings had cultivated, but which had

been diminished in the last war by the alliance of the

czarina with our enemies. Turkey had been for succes

sive ages on amicable terms with France, and to French

ports flowed the greater part of the beneficial commerce.

Catharine The British government and nation earnestly desired the

by K.MJ." ^ success of Catharine, our friend and ally, against Turkey,

I""1- the friend and ally of our rival, and were strongly inter

ested in the events of the war. These at this time diversi

fied public attention, and prevented it from brooding solely

on internal contests and colonial disturbances. The war

which had been declared between Russia and Turkey, was

carried on with great fury by both parties : but by no means

with equal ability and skill. Catharine employed the win

ter of 1768 and 1769 in increasing her armies, and making

pecuniary provisions for supporting the war : she also estab

lished a new council for military and political affairs, over

which she presided herself. The Russian troops, hardy

and courageous, had the advantage of great and recent

experience, in the wars with Frederic, and the contest with

the Poles. Tlie Turks were much inferior to the Russians

in military discipline, and for the last thirty years had not

been engaged in any war. They had never, like the pow

ers of christiun Europe, introduced so much of science into

their tactics, as, during penct, to improve themselves in the

military art; the force and goodness of their armies depen
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ded solely on actual exercise, and experience in the field CHAP,

became torpid by long cessation of effort. They had formed ^^-^

their empire by the sword, and had awed the conquered 1770.

for several centuries by keeping it perpetually drawn.

Fear only of the courage and warlike force that they saw

incessantly displayed, had kept the Greek christians in a

subjection, which, from religious, moral, and political prin

ciples, filled them with indignationand abhorrence. They

had from religion a very warm attachment to Russia, and

since she had arrived at great power, considering her as

the natural patron of the Greek faith, they were evidently

disposed to seek her protection, whenever an attempt for

their relief could be made. Seeing their oppressors, once

so terrible, now enervated by long inaction, they began to

entertain hopes of emancipation. Informed of the state of

Turkey, and of the sentiments of her Grecian brethren,

the lofty genius of Catharine conceived, and her bold spirit

executed," a project which astonished all Europe. This

was, to send from the recesses of the Baltic to the Medite-

ranean a fleet, which should excite and support insurrec

tions of the Greek christians, intercept the intercourse

between Constantinople and its granaries in Egypt and

other parts of the empire, command the Archipelago and

Levant, and spread alarm through the vast dominions of

the sultan. Her mind, capacious and comprehensive as

well as inventive, had carried its views to the whole of

her interests. She earnestly cultivated the friendship of

England, and thereby was powerfully assisted in her naval

schemes, by having the advantage of our ports both in this

island and Gibraltar, and also of able officers and skilful

pilots. By land she made such a disposition of her forces,

as was best calculated for speedily rendering the enemy's

country the seat of war ; and though distant, profiting from

the cooperation of her fleet, and diverting the force of her

antagonist. The campaign was opened as early as the

climate would permit : the Turkish Tartars, accustomed to

brave the utmost rigour of the winter, made an incursion into

the Russian Ukraine, plundered and desolated the coun

try, before the Russian troops took the field; and, though

afterwards obliged to retire, secured their booty. ID

April, prince Gfellilzrn, commander in chief of the Rus-
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sians, posted himself on the Neister, to oppose the main

army of the Turks, who were marching into Moldavia,

,177e while general Komanzow was placed on the Nieper, to

watch the Turkish Tartars. Before the arrival of the

Turks, G;illitzin attempted to seize Chockzim ; but, being

strongly fortified and garrisoned, it held out till the arri

val of the Turkish army rendered it prudent to desist.

The vizier, aware of the superior discipline of the enemy,

wisely avoided a general engagement, and harassed the

Russians by marches and skirmishes. The janizaries,

abundantly brave but unused to fatigue, longed for a gene

ral baule, in which they assured themselves of a victory

that would put an end to their labours, and suffer them to

return to the luxuries of the capital. Esteeming the cau

tious policy of their commanders cowardice, they trans

mitted intemperate complaints to the divan. The court,

weak as wicked, and ignorant as despotic, without inquiry

put the vizier to death, and appointed Ali Pacha, a man

of fierce brutal courage, his successor. This nomination

proved very favourable to the Russians. Ali Pacha gave

Galikzin battle, and was defeated with very great loss;

he soon after fought him again, when the Russians obtain

ed a decisive victory, and rrduced the fortress of Chock

zim ; and before the close of the campaign, they overran

Herarmiea Moldavia and Wallachia. The Russians this summer

Moldavia had various engagements with the Polish confederates,

ciii^'*""" ^ut none decisive, as they were obliged by the Turkish

war to employ so many troops elsewhere.

IT was not till the beginning of the year 1770, that

the Russian fleet, under count Orloff, sailed for the Medi

terranean : after having been shattered in the North seas,

the armament stopped at Portsmouth to refit ; and de

parting, arrived at Port Mahon. After undergoing a

second reparation, they sailed from Minorca about the end

of February, reached cape Metapan,* took Missitra,"

ravaged the coasts, proceeded to Asia Minor, burnt the

Turkish fleet in the harbour of Skio,b and, cutting off the

communication between European Turkey and the most

fertile provinces in other quarters, distressed Constantino-z.AucieutlyTenarns. a Sparta. kChioi.
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pie. The Russian armies continued uninterruptedly sue- CHAP.

cessful ; Romanzow, after repeated victories, one of

which at the confluence of the Pruth and the Danube, 17-0was glorious and decisive, conquered all Turkey beyond

that river except Bessarabia. Here, however, count Panin

besieged and took the famous town of Bender by storm,

and reduced the whole province. Thus all the Turkish

dominions from Poland to the Danube southward, and

from Hungary to the Euxine eastward, were now in the

possession of Russia. The neighbouring powers regard*ed these successes of Catharine with jealousy and appre

hension. The house of Austria was much alarmed at the alarm

conquests of so ambitious and enterprising a power in its an

immediate vicinity. Even Frederic, intimately as he was "a•

connected with Russia, did not rejoice at her great acces

sion of territory. Two interviews took place this year

between the Prussian king and the emperor; at which

Joseph declared that neither Maria Theresa nor himself

would suffer Catharine to retain Moldavia and Wallachia.

Frederic, though he did not differ in sentiment from the

emperor on this subject, was desirous of restoring peace

between the courts of Petersburgh and Constantinople, by

such means as would preserve his amity ami alliance with

Russia, which it was his interest to maintain. Frederic

had, at the beginning of their disputes, strongly dissuaded

the Turks from going to war with Russia ; and the disas

ters that proceeded from not following his advice, gave

him great credit with ihc Ottoman Porte. He dexterous

ly suggested, without any direct proposition, that they

should apply for his mediation ; which measure they very

readily adopted, anil when requested to interfere, he ad

vised them also to apply to the court of Vienna. Though

not of themselves disposed to solicit the house of Austria

10 be their umpire, yet, from their great deference to the

opinion of Frederic, they agreed. A negotiation com

menced ; but, from the jarring interests and views of both

the principals and mediators, it met with various obsta

cles, and did not at that time produce a peace. France, l-rnncc^

acccustomed to take so active a share in the disputes of ^lw^*

other European powers, was now occupied in disputes tlu' kinK

between the king and the parliaments, important in them
HIM! lr;ir-

tu.
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CHAP, selves, but still more momentous in the spirit ofr-

' liberty which they exhibited. She was farther distressed
<^"""^/ , . ,. ' . . , , . , •

1770 by a scarclty o' provisions ; and her commercial interestswere greatly injured by the bankruptcy of her East India

company. On the 16th of May, the nuptials were solem

nized between the dauphin, grandson of the king, and the

princess Marie Antoinette, daughter of the empress queen,

which many years after had so fatal a dissolution.

IN the course of this year, a dispute arose between

Dispute Britain and Spain, which had nearly terminated in a war :

liriiain the ground of the contest was, Falkland's islands, in the

and Spain South Seas. Captain Davis, who in 1592, had been sent

about !

Falkland's to accompany captain Thomas Cavendish in his last voy-

lsa" «• age^ wnicn proved so fatal0, having either parted with his

commodore, or deserted him on the east coast of South

America, was driven by storms toward the Streights of

Magellan, where he discovered the land now called Falk

land's islands ; but being in the greatest distress, he left

them without observation, and without giving them a name.

Two years after, sir Richard Hawkins being in the same

seas, again saw the islands, and in honour of his queen called

them Hawkins's Maiden Land. In 1598, Sebald de West,

a Dutch navigator, came to the same islands, and suppo

sing himself the first discoverer, called them, from his

own name, Sebald's islands. England heard nothing

more of thorn for near a century, so that even their exist

ence was called in question. In the reign of king Wil

liam, however, Strong, an English mariner, found them

out, and gave them the name of Falkland's islands.*1

Some other navigators touched at them in the reign of

queen Anne, yet they were still reckoned of no impor

tance ; from lord Anson's voyage, however, it was con

cluded that it would be very beneficial to this nation to

have a friendly port and place of refreshment much nearer

Gape Horn than the Brazils.6 In 1748, in coiweqeence

of the representation made in Anson's voyage, some

eSec Cavendish's Voyages, in the reign of Elizabeth.

d His Journal was never printed, but is in manuscript in the Brilish museum.

e This idea WuH pot new to Kngland, though never suocessfullv executed. In

the reign of Charles II. sir John IS arborough mtempted to establish a settlement

on the coast of 1'nlagonin ; but, though eagerly and liberally supported hj the.

king, Iw found the design totally iinpraetienble. .j
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sloops were sent to examine Falkland's islands, and make CHAP.

farther discoveries in the South Seas. Mr. Wall, the IX

^*

Spanish ambassador, having been informed of this expedi-tion, maintained the right of the Spaniards to the exclu

sive dominion of the South Sea, and remonstrated against

the destination of these ships ; but the British ministry

declared, that the examination of the Falkland's islands

should be their sole object. Similar remonstrances having

been made to our ambassador at the court of Spain, the

same intentions were avowed. Falkland's islands were

no more thought of till after the peace of 1763 ; when, as

has been already mentioned, commodore Byron took pos

session of them in the name of king Grorge, and repre

sented them as a much more valuable acquisition than had

been before conceived. In 1766, the king of Spain sent

some troops from Buenos Ayres to the port which had

been occupied by the French, and established a settlement

there, to which he gave the name of Solidade Carlier : in

the same year, captain Macbride arrived at Port Egmont,

situated on a different island, where he established a gar

rison. It does not appear, that either of these settlements

knew of the other before the year 1769 ; in the Novem

ber of which year, captain Hunt, of the Tamar frigate,

cruising off the islands, fell in with a Spanish schooner

from Solidade : he ordered the vessel to depart from the

coast, as belonging to Great Britain. The governor of

the Spanish settlement professed to suppose that the

English commander was there only by accident ; but said,

that he had no right to send a command to Spaniards in

the king of Spain's own dominions. Captain Hunt assert

ed the claim of the English, from discovery and occupan

cy. Reciprocal warnings to quit the islands were fre

quently repeated during the months of December and

January, when captain Hunt departed for England. The

governor of Buenos Ayres now sent an armament of five

frigates to Port Egmont ; but captain Farmer of the

Swift frigate, and captain Maltby of the Favourite, pre

pared to defend the garrison, and warned the Spanish com

modore to quit that harbour ; adding, he might be con

vinced that the king of Great Britain and the British nnvy

were fully competent to exact satisfaction for any insult



40g HISTORY OF THE

that should be offered them by Spain, or any other power.

The Spaniards, however, landed their troops under cover

of cannon, and invested the garrison. The British com

manders having thus ascertained the commencement of

hostilities by the Spaniards, and being from the inferiority

of. force totally unequal to defence, offered tertus of capi

tulation ; by which it was stipulated, that the English

should within a specified time evacuate Port Egmont. De

parting from that island, the English captains arrived in

England in October. Informed of this proceeding, the

British ministry applied to prince Masserano, the Spanish

ambassador, who acknowledged that he, had heard from Ma

drid of the transaction ; but that Buccarelli, the Spanish

governor had acted without any special orders from his

king. Being asked, however, if he would, in the name

of his master, disavow Buccarelli's violence, he said, that

he could not answer, without orders from his court. The

British government now directed Mr. Harris, the ambas

sador at Madrid, to demand the restitution of Falkland's

islands, with a disavowal of Buccarelli's hostilities, and in

the mean time vigorously prepared a naval armament.

Spain, the The answer of Gritnaldi, the Spanish minister, to the

rcfuTes'ad- ^rst application of Britain, was cold, ambiguous, and

.Dilute •»- unsatisfactory: no particular orders (he said) had been

sent to the governor to drive the English from their set

tlement; but Buccarelli had acted agreeably to the gene

ral injunctions of bis sovereign, that governors in Ameri

ca should resist encroachments on the Spanish dominions,

and therefore had merely done his duty. The court of

Spain soon after offered by mutual concession to accom

modate their differences ; if Britain would disavow the

warning given to the Spaniards by captain Hunt, Spain

would in like manner disavow the violence of Buccarelli.

This proffer was indignantly refused by the court of Lon

don ; for though captain Hunt had given warning, he had

offered no violence ; but the Spaniards had committed a

hostile aggression ; an actual injury had been done to

Trusts to Britain, and must be repaired. The Spanish court per-

ration 'ii'° sisted in the proposal of reciprocal disavowals : but the

trance j J£ug|js[) ministers adhered to their first demand, continued

their preparations, and at the close of the year, Mr. Har
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ris, the ambassador, was directed to withdraw from Spain. CHAP.

The court of Madrid now assuming a very different tone, .—^L.

showed itself disposed to conciliation at the expense of ir-0

concession. Spain was at this time chiefly governed by

the court of Versailles j and the duke de Choiseul was

desirous of, engaging both kingdoms in a war with Eng

land, jn which he hoped the distracted state of the inter

nal and colonial affairs of Britain might render the house

of nourbou successful, and compensate the disasters of

the former war ; and that he himself, not having to contend

against the counsels of a Pitt, might acquire triumphant

glory. But the duke de Choiseul having in the recent

disputes shown himself friendly to the popular party, and

having lost the countenance of the king and his mistress,

was judged no longer fit to be prime minister, and was

dismissed from all his offices. His successor adopted a

pacific policy, and this was the principal cause that effected

the change in the Spanish propositions.

ON the 22d of January, 1771, prince Masserano hut being

delivered a declaration of the king of Spain, disavowing edToffer"

the violent enterprise of Buccarclli, and promising to

restore Port Egmont and the fort, with all the artillery

and stores, according to the inventory taken before the

evacuation. The declaration added : this engagement to

restore Port Egmont cannot, nor ought, in any wise, to

affect the question of the prior right of sovereignty of the

Malonine, otherwise called Falkland's islands. Lord which sa-

Rochford, who had lately succeeded lord Weymouth as g^si,6

secretary of state for the southern department, was eourt.

instructed by his majesty to answer, that as the court of

Spain disavowed the expedition, and bound itself to resti

tution, the king would look upon that declaration, and the

full performance of the engagements, as a satisfaction for

the injury.

AMERICA was somewhat more tranquil during the America
... , ,. n ~. ° becomes

present, than in the several preceding years. Ine want mnre

of indulgences, to which they had long been habituated, *lu' '

was severely felt/ and the inhabitants became weary of

their combinations. As soon as they were informed that

a considerable part of the noxious act was Repealed, they

f Stedmim, ...••',. i. p. 7.

VOL. I. G g g
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IX.

1770.

resolved to confine their association to the prohibition of

, tea. The most violent malcontents, indeed, endeavoured

to keep the people -to the association, on the extensive

principle which had been first adopted, but they could not

prevail. The trade of this country with America began

again to flourish ; and subsequent to captain Preston's

treatment, there was no material disturbance even in Mas

sachusetts during that year.

THE discontents at home were still, however, very

prevalent, especially wherever the influence or example of

the London citizens could operate. The corporation per

severed in remonstrating to his majesty ; and on the 23d

of May they presented an address still more indecent and

disrespectful than that which they had delivered before.

Common sense must suppose, that they intended to pro

voke and insult their sovereign, in making an application

which contained such strong and devious reasons for

rejection and reprehension ; an application to which the

king could grant no favourable answer, consistently with

regard to the honour of his crown, and the rights of his

parliament.6 On the address being presented, his majes

ty answered, " I should have been wanting to the public,

" as well as to myself, if I had not expressed my dissatis-

" faction at the late address. My sentiments continue

" the same ; and I should ill deserve to be considered as

" the father of my people, if I could suffer myself to

" make such an use of my prerogative, as I cannot but

" think inconsistent with the interest, and dangerous to

" the constitution of the kingdom." To this answer,

Beckford, the lord mayor, requested leave to reply ; a

request, which, though unusual and indeed unprecedented,

his majesty granted. Having deprecated the displeasure

which his majesty had expressed against the London

remonstrance, he concluded in terms perhaps the most

extraordinary that had ever been used by a British sub

ject to a British king: " Permit me, sire, farther to

" observe, that whoever has already dared, or shall here-

" after endeavour, by false insinuations and suggestions,

" to alienate your majesty's affections from your loyal

" subjects in^eneral, and from the city of London in par-

Discon

tents con

tinue in

England.

London

addresses

the king •

dignified

answer of

the sove

reign.

Noted re

ply of

Beckford,

the lord

mayor.

g See addtes« of the city of London, May 23d, I"fl.
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" ticular, and to withdraw your confidence in and regard CHAP.

" for your people, is an enemy to your majesty's person v^v^

" andfamily, a violator of the public peace, and a betrayer 1770.

" of our happy constitution as it was established at the

" glorious and necessary revolution," To this expostula

tion the speaker appeared to expect no answer, and none

was given ; and his majesty afterwards intonated his

desire, that such an irregular procedure should not be

repeated.

MR. BECKTORD was endued with amiable and respect

able qualities, though by circumstances and situation led

to so very reprehensible a conduct. Possessed of immense

wealth ; placed in a society wherein opulence was deemed

a criterion of excellence ; receiving from his associates ob

sequious devotion as having arrived at the pinnacle of that

eminence which they themselves were respectively seeking,

he did not allow their just weight to talents, rank, and

high office. Liberal in his donations, splendid in his

entertainments, magnificent in his displays of riches, pro

moting the wishes and designs of the city of London, he

acquired popularity even to adoration. Accustomed to

such authority over the class of men with whom he was

most conversant himself he expected the same control

over others. Highly valuing the city of London on

account of its aggregate wealth, its estimation of himself,

and adoption of his sentiments and views, he fancied that

the intimation of its opinions by him. should have irresis

tible authority. Enraged at finding reproachful and impe

rious remonstrances to the first personage in the state disre

garded, he had proceeded to still more flagrant and arrogant

irreverence. Becktbrd's conduct, by some charged with

republican licentiousness, appears much more probably to

have arisen from the pride of wealth seeking to overbear

rank and dignity, and irritated to rudeness and insolence

because it was repressed in its attempt. The flame which

he had been so instrumental in spreading, raged after his

death :h very violent resolutions were passed in the common

council : another remonstrance to his mnjesty was framed,

and, being of a similar tenor, deservedly experienced a.

similar reception. Petitions and remonstrances flowed

h lie dird June 21st, 1770.
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CHAP. from various parts; but, though some of them were by no

means decorous, yet none of them rose to the audacity of

1770. the London addresses. While popular discontent was

industriously kept alive, the ministerial party acquired

additional strength in parliament. Mr. George Grenville

died in November; and as the party of which he had been

the head, had no longer the same bond of connexion,

many of its members joined the administration.

Meeting of ON the 13th of November, parliament met; and the

meat* principal internal subjects which employed its attention,

were the liberty of the press, and the rights of juries.

Publications arising from the Middlesex election, and cen

suring the conduct of parliament and administration, had

been repeatedly the subject of judicial animadversion.

Lord Lo?d Mansfield, in a charge to the jury on the criminal

(I'K-'iriifcn * tr'ial of Wood fall for publishing Junius's letter to the king,

oi, the- law na(1 promulgated the following doctrine :" Incases of libels,

"juries are to judge of thefacts and tendency only, but not,

" of the INTENTION; and the truth of the allegations cannot

" be pleaded in abatement of the guilt." Lords Chatham

and Cninden in the house of peers, and Messrs. Glynn and

Dunning in the house of commons, took the lead in repro

bating this doctrine as inimical to the constitutional rights

of juries, contrary to law, repugnant to practice, and inju

rious to the dearest liberties of the people. Lord Mans

field endeavoured to defend and justify his conduct: his

directions to juries (he affirmed) were nbtnew; he had

proceeded according to the practice of the most approved

judges of former times, and uniformily adopted the same

mode himself without any question or censure. Lord
ar'i contr°- Camden denied that, such a practice wns sanctioned by

T» i-ieu 0} \ * *

ini -.1 Cam- authority, or that by the law of the land juries were circum

scribed within stricter limits in the case of libels, than in

any other subject of jurisdiction. An inquiry into the

conduct of lord Mansfield was proposed, together with an

examination of the legal rights of juries, and motions were

made for this investigation in both houses, but were nega

tived. Lord Mansfield left a paper with the clerk of the

house, containing the unanimous opinion of the judges in

favour of his doctrines. Lord Camden, on the other

hand, pledged himself to prove from law and precedent,
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that this doctrine, though approved by the judges, was CHAP.

not conformable to the law of England : he proposed

queries on the tenets of the paper, and. desired that a day

might be fixed for discussing this question ; but lord Mans- Carmlcu

field, thus challenged to a contest of legal disquisition, the chief

either doubtful of victory, or deeming the combat impru- •Je'Sluiu? *

dent, declined the invitation. The public was left with an quisition

impression, that lord Camden's doctrine, certainly more subject

consistent with constitutional liberty, and with the analogy

of the general rights of juries to scrutinize intention as

well as to learn mere fact, was virtually admitted to be also

conformable to law and precedent. If lord Mansfield Lord

could have proved the alleged exceptions in the case of decjjnes

libels, it was conceived that he would have adduced his "le con"
• test.

proofs, in order to prevent future animadversion, as well

as to justify his past jurisdiction. Men of ability and

knowledge, who, without considering either precedented

opinions or practice, merely argued from reason and con

science, could not discover why INTENTION should not be

taken into the juridical account in estimating defan\atory

guilt when intention was necessary to constitute guilt of

every other species.

DEFAMATION was, indeed, never more licentious, than

at the present time, on political subjects. One very com

mon expedient of party calumny was, misrepresentation of

parliamentary speeches in newspapers, so as to render

them either absurd or odious. Two printers,i alleged to pr«w*n-

lle most culpable in these injurious mistatements, were p'J^

summoned to the bar of the house, but paid no attention

to the intimation. The serjeant at arms was ordered to

take them into custody : they were not to be found. Six

other printers were commanded to appear before the house

on similar charges ; five of them obeying, were reprimand

ed and dismissed, but the sixthk still disregarding the

notice, was ordered to be taken into custody. The three

printers, being severally apprehended in the city, were

carried respectively btfore Mr. Alderman Wilkes, ' Mr.

Aldermnn Oliver, and Crosby the lord mnyor ; who not

•nly discharged the printers, but required the officers who

i Thomson, oPitu: Gazetteer ; ainl Wheble, unite Middlesex Jourual.

k Miller, oftlic 1-oudua tvenin;; 1'uit.
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CHAP. had executed the warrants to give bail to appear at the

.—^-^ next sessions, to stand trial for assault and false imprison-

17ro ment. Informed of these transactions, the house was filled

with indignation, and the lord mayor was ordered to

attend in his place. The magistrate justified his conduct,

on the ground of his'oath of office compelling him to pre

serve inviolate the franchises of the city ; one of which

was, that by the charters no citizen could have law pro

cess served against him, but by the city officers. It was

asserted by the commons, that the exemption of the city

could not be pleaded against the privileges of the house.

This doctrine, invalidating chartered rights, and the act

of parliament by which they were sanctioned, beiug sup

ported neither by precedent nor argument, was strongly

controverted in the house, but was admitted by very great

majorities. The house directed the records respecting

their messenger to be expunged, and all proceedings to be

stopped. With this order, by which one branch of the

legislature proposed to suspend the law of the land, the ma

gistrate refused to comply; and Crosby and Oliver were

committed to confinement, for what the commons styled

contumacy. The city of London, by its proceedings ever

since the Middlesex election, was extremely offensive to

ministry and its supporters in parliament; and the house

of commons in this instance was evidently actuated by

icsentmenl, rather than guided by magnanimous and sound

policy. Many, who had most severely censured the re

monstrances of the city, blamed this procedure against its

principal magistrates, as a violent, impolitic, and illegal

attack upon persons, whose conduct, however deserv

ing of reprehension, did not render such animadversion

either wise or just. Indeed, ministers themselves appear

ed to have thought that they had carried their violence too

far. They summoned Mr. Wilkes to repair to the house ;

but he refused to attend in any other character than as

member lor Middlesex. They issued orders for his ap

pearance at the bar on the 8th of April ; but, aware that

he would not attend, they some days before adjourned the

house to the iith. This palpable evasion impressed the

public with an opinion, that the commons were now either

sensible that they had done what was wrong, or were
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afraid to do what they conceived to be right. The city of

London actively supported' its magistrates during these

transactions, and insisted that the whole charge of their 1770

prosecution and defence should be defrayed by the corpo

ration. Their confinement could only continue till parlia

ment was prorogued, and at the end of the session they

were liberated. This imprisonment of the magistrates

fanned the popular flame, injured instead of serving the

cause of government, and greatly diminished the respect

of the people for their representatives. So pernicious is

it for either lawgivers or judges to deliberate or decide

under the influence of violent passion or prejudice.1

A SELECT committee, appointed agreeably to Mr. Gren- s'inpiiar

ville's late bill, for determining a contested election for the """^J;™"

borough of Shoreham in Sussex, brought to light about berr in the
iLp iii r - TM borough ofthis time a remarkable scene ot corruption. I he return- siiorubam.

ing officer had declared a candidate supported by only

thirty-seven voters duly elected, in preference to another

who had eighty-seven in his favour. When examined by

the committee on what appeared to be so flagrant a parti

ality, he in his exculpatory evidence established the follow

ing facts. The majority of freemen of the corporation had

formed themselves into a society which they called the

christian club, professedly to promote pious and charit

able purposes ; and several acts were occasionally perform

ed to accredit their profession. But the real object of the

combination was, to sell the borough to the highest bidder,

and distribute the money among the pious confederates.

Paying to religion that homage which conscience often ex

acts from men violating its most sacred duties, they bound

themselves by solemn oaths to fidelity in their associated

villany ; and added legal instruments, in bonds with large

penalties, to secure their adherents to this illegal engage

ment. These professed religionists then, without scruple^

took the oath against bribery and corruption. The return

ing officer had himself belonged to the club, but, being dis

gusted with their conduct, had quitted their party. Aware

ot their principles and established practice, he by vigilance

ascertained, and was able to prove, that a sum of money

had been distributed among eighty-one of the majority,

I Sec, in Sallmt, Cie.wr's spppcli on the punishment of the consnmstors.
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CHAP. whose votes, therefore, in his return he had not estimated.

^^-^^ The officer was censured for his assumption of illegal

1770. power; but, the facts being proved, a law was made,incapacitating the eighty-one freemen from voting atelections.

i"7i. Of external politics, the only important subject of dis

cussion this year was, the satisfaction offered by Spain con

cerning Falkland's islands, and accepted by this country.

Opposition According to opposition, the proffer of Spain, accompanied

censure • v i - r • i i i • • i-

the terms with the reservation ot a right to the subject in dispute,

from"6*1 was nelt^ler a satisfaction for past injury, nor a security

Spun, against future. We had been obliged to prepare arma

ments, which cost us three millions sterling ; and it was

strictly just, that Spain should indemnify us for an expen

diture which originated in her aggression, and increased

to its present amount by her reluctance. The convention

had procured no recompense for this enormous expense ; but

even as a restitution, Port Egmont, and not all Falkland's

islands, had been ceded ; whereas our right to the whole

was as clear as to that part. Although the court of Mad

rid had disavowed the act of hostility as proceeding from

particular instruction, yet she had justified it as implied

in her geperal directions to American governors. Minis

ters ought to have demanded the disavowal of this general

order, and of the exorbitant and absurd claim to exclusive

dominion in the South Sea, on which it was founded. By

the law of nations, and even by the treaty of Utrecht, we

were entitled to demand the punishment of Buccarelli:

we ought also to have exacted the complete settlement of

the Manilla ransom : in short, the agreement, neither

complete nor decisive, contained the seeds of future hos

tility. Ministers replied, that the claim to Falkland's

islands had never been allowed by Spain. Our people

had really given the first insult, by warning the Spaniards

to depart from an island which they considered as their

own. Spain had given up the British settlement and pro

perty which her officers had seized ; and what more could

be expected from the most successful war ? Indemnifica

tion for expense, was a redress which, in modern treaties

of ptace, it was very unusual for a victor to demand. We

had supported and satisfied the honour of England; and
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our dignity being secure, our interest required that we CHAP.

should live upon the most amicable terms with a country

with which we had the closest commercial ties. War

with Spain would soon have joined France in the same

cause, more closely have cemented the alliance between

these powers, and involved us in hostilities with the whole

house of Bourbon. They accused opposition, of a desire

to embroil this country in a war with Spain, in hopes that

some disaster might ensue, which would expose adminis

tration to the public resentment, and drive them from

office.11 A great majority of both houses, after very vio

lent debates, declared their approbation of the convention

with Spain.

THE discussion of this subject incidentally caused a

disagreement between the two houses, which lasted

through the whole session. Before the adjustment was

completed, the duke of Manchester made a motion for

an address to expedite our preparations, recommending at

the same time certain dispositions of our forces. Minis

ters thinking these discussions not prudent before stran

gers, of whom there was a great number in the house,

proposed that the house should be cleared. There hap

pened at this time to be several members from the other

house attending with a bill, and these were included in the

order for departure. The commons considering this pro

cedure as derogatory from their dignity, gave a similar

order for exclusion, without the exception of peers. The

misunderstanding for the three last months of the session,

prevented all intercourse between the houses, except in

mere matters of business ; and to the great disappoint

ment and displeasure of the public, excluded all others

from both.

THE supplies, which were granted this session under

the apprehension of a war with Spain, were liberal. The

ways and means were, a loan of l,8OO,OOOl. on exche

quer bills ; an increase of land tax to four shillings ; a

lottery ; the surplusage of the sinking fund ; a small

tonnage upon shipping ; with additional duties on tobacco,

kThis charge, though advanced in parliament, vras much mire explicitly

ilolaileil in ministerial writing", and especially in Llr. Johnson'* eelebrttod

pamphlet upon Falkland's islands.

VOL. I. H h h
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CHAP. teas, spirits, wines, and other foreign goods. These

taxes, chiefly affecting luxuries, met with little opposition

1771 or animadversion. Indeed, this budget manifested mere

ly common official experience, and neither proved the

minister to possess, nor to want, financial talents. Par

liament being prorogued on the 8th of May, closed a ses

sion more remarkable for the contentious violence of its

debates, and the passionate heat of its propositions, than

for the wisdom of its deliberations, or the importance of

its decrees.



REIGN OF GEORGE 111.

CHAP. X.

State of the colonies.—Effects of lord Nortli's conciliato

ry attempt.—Striking diversity of sentiment and spirit

between New England and other colonies—is not suffi

ciently regarded by ministers.—Discontents in England

begin to subside.—Meeting of parliament.—Petition for

exemption from subscribing the thirty-nine articles.—

Opposed by one class on grounds of theologolical princi

ple—by another on political expediency.—Petition of the

dissenters.^—Haughton's billfor the relief of the dissen

ters is passed the house of commons, but thrown out by

the lords.—Clerical nullum tempus bill is rejected.—

Lawfor restricting the marriage of the royalfamily.—

Arguments against it—-for it—passed.—East India

affairs.—Supplies.—Session rises—Death of the prin

cess dowager of Wales.—Operations between Russia

and TurJtey.—Scheme of Frederic and Catharine for

partitioning Poland—offer Austria a share—she objects

to the inequality of the division—her scruples are van

quished by a larger distribution.—Dismemberment

of Poland.—Revolution in Sweden.~-State of Den

mark.—Incapacity of the king.—Character and con

duct of the queen.—Artifices of the queen dowager.—

Struensee.—Accusation and arrest of Matilda.—Remon

strances of the court of London.—His Britannic majes

ty demands and rescues his suffering sister—and affords

her an asylum in his German dominions.

THE act of IffO, did not fully satisfy the CHAP.

wishes of the American people; in most of the colonies, v^-v^

however, its influence was so great, that during 1771 tran- 1771.

quillity prevailed. There were, indeed, in all the provin

ces, demagogues, who strenuously endeavoured to con- ,l,',. 'J°|'y.

vince their countrymen that the repeal had been extorted ni'--s-

by resistance, and not conceded by justice ; and that there

fore they ought to persist in opposing British government,
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CHAP, until every disagreeable law should be rescinded. But

, the middle and southern colonies, now not actually feeling

1771. - any grievance in the operation of the duty, were not to be

Kffecu of disturbed by abstract claims, and a general calm succeeded

No™* to the late ferment. New England, however, and espe-

conciliate- cially Massachusetts Bay, was far from being equally

tempts quiet. The establishment of a board of customs, necessary

for the effectual execution of the navigation act, and the

activity of the navy officers in preventing contraband prac

tices at the beginning of their opposition, had not been an

ostensible subject of dissatisfaction ; but they now expres

sed their sentiments openly against customs. In an address

to the governor on the 5th of July 1771, they declared cus

toms to be a tribute extorted from those who had a right

to the absolute disposal of their property ; and the princi

ple now assumed, was a disavowal of the supremacy of

Britain, which from the first establishment of the colonies

The diver- had been acknowledged in America. The other provin-sitv of sen- . , . . . ....

limcnt bcT ces had objected to taxes, as an unconstitutional innova-

tweenNcv ^\on • they asserted the claims of British subjects, and as

Knglnud ... . J '

aml the British subjects required redress. The colonists of Mas-

vmcesPr°~ sachusetts spoke and acted as members of independent

communities ; and the general tenor of their conduct

manifested a disposition to separate from Great Britain as

soon as a favourable opportunity should offer. The con

cessions which tranquillised their southern brethren, only

served to render those turbulent republicans more insolent

and violent. Ever since the removal of the troops, they

had insulted, attacked, and abused the customhouse officers,

and other servants of the crown ; and demonstrated that

nothing would restrain them from injustice and tumult, but

is not Buffi- an armed force. Had the British ministry accurately stu-

^"i^fi If" died the diversity of provincial character, and. employ-

Vnjoisters. ed able, popular, and eloquent men, to court and concili

ate the southern and niiddle colonies, counteract the arts

of the northern emissaries, and detach the votaries of

monarchy from the abettors of republicanism, it is by no

means improbable that they might have prevented the

revolt from being general ; and, if they had effected that

great purpose, they would have had little difficulty in com

pelling, by vigour and decision, the democratical agitators
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of Massachusetts to perform the duties of British subjects : CHAP.

but no such experiment was tried. Lord North appears ^^^*^

to have formed no comprehensive plan for the government ir-1"

of America; but to have satisfied himself with devising

temporary expedients for removing particular discontents,

as they showed themselves in overt acts of sedition and

violence, without investigating principles and causes, or

framing any general system either of conciliation or

coercion.

IN England, hostility to government became less vio- TI|e •l"•.

° . ' i • i • • content!, in

lent. The city of London, indeed, persevered in impe- Kn^imui

rious expostulation with the sovereign ; while the king

had the magnanimous patience to answer insolent rude

ness with mild politeness, and gave a very temperate

though decisive denial, including a poignant censure for

so frequent a repetition of such an absurd address. The

discontents of the metropolis, however, were diverted by

a schism between Wilkes and some of his late supporters ;

especially Mr. Home, afterwards so noted as a politician,

and eminent as a philologist. These private disputes long

occupied the adverse champions, and filled the press :

though their causes and details be of no historical impor

tance, yet their existence requires to be mentioned, since

they tended to the diminution of those inflammatory pro

ceedings which so long had disturbed the public peace.

In other parts, the dissatisfaction became more languid in

its efforts ; its outrageous violence seemed to be passed ;

and though in some places it manifested a gloomy sullen-

ness, yet, on the whole, a dawning prospect opened of

returning tranquillity.

THE situation of affairs abroad contained no grounds

of apprehension respecting the peace of Great Dritain :

Spain had fulfilled her engagements by restoring Port

Egmont; and France continuing the scene of internal

disturbance, which was heightened by the profligate and

odious character of the duke d'Aguillon (now favourite

and prime minister,) appeared to be without any intention

of annoying her neighbours. Eastern Europe was occu

pied either as actors in hostile scenes, or very vigilant and

interesting spectators. The year 1771 was therefore

favourable to internal and colonial quiet, and threatened
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CHAP. no interruption from abroad. Ministers acquired fresh

" ' accessions from the party of Mr. Grenville ; besides,

17-, members of other connexions were now tired of opposing

an administration that appeared to them firmly established.

1772. ^N lne 22d of January 1772, parliament assembled ;

Eleeting of an(l the first day's debate showed much less of asperity

mem. and acrimony, than the prelusive efforts to the contentions

of the former sessions. The business of importance

which earliest in- the session engaged the attention of

parliament, was a motion of ministers for voting twenty-

five thousand seamen for the service of the current year.

The French, it was said, had sent a strong fleet to India,

it was therefore necessary for England to send thither a

still more powerful force ; the Spaniards had also a con

siderable armament in the West Indies, it was requisite

ior this country to overmatch them in that quarter; and

the war between the Turks and the Russians rendered it

proper to employ a stronger fleet in the Mediterranean,

than was wanted in the time of peace. Op'position con

tended, that the force was greater than the exigency of

the country demanded ; but they suffered the motion to

be carried without any division.

EARLY in this session came before parliament, for the

first time, a subject which has since been very frequently

agitated, and has produced a vast variety of literary and

Petition political discussion. On the 6th of Februarv, a petition
forexrmp- * • f

tion tv«in was presented to the lower house, irom some clergymen ot

S?tWm? the church of E"8landi certain members of the learned

nine art'i- professions of law and physic, and others, praying to be

relieved from the necessity of subscribing the thirty-nine

articles. Men had an inherent right, they said, held from

God only, and subject to human authority, to use their

own judgment in the interpretation of scripture. This

natural right, they affirmed, was recognized by the origi

nal principles of reformation. Such a privilege, belong

ing to them as men and protestants, was violated by the

imposition of subscriptions to certain articles of faith, that

did not flow from Christ and his apostles, but were drawn

up by human beings as fallible as themselves. These sub

scriptions wece farther represented as a great hindrance to

the diffusion of true religion, by discouraging the study of
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the real sense of the scriptures, and creating animosities CHAP.

among fellow protestants : the diversity of opinions held X'

by the established clergy concerning some of the articles

caused dissensions, and the disputes among professed

believers encouraged infidelity. The petitioning mem

bers of the two other learned professions complained, that

they suffered peculiar hardships in being obliged, at their

first admission to the university (matriculation^) when so

immature in age and knowledge for deep disquisitions, to

subscribe to a variety of theological propositions, in order

to attain academical degrees in their respective faculties,

while their opinions on those subjects could be of no con

sequence, either to the public, or their employers in their

professions. The supporters of the petition argued on the

advantages of extending religious toleration ; and endea

voured to show, that the articles were in some parts con

tradictory, and in others totally indefensible. They

enlarged on the principal topics set forth in the petition

itself ; and concluded with observing, that, on granting

the requested relief, many of the dissenters, being no longer

deterred by articles, would join the established church. is opposed

BY two classes was this petition opposed : the one cUs°"eon

consisted of the tory and high church gentleman, who con- F0*l/"1! "l,

. . , theologie*!

sidered the thirty-nine articles as the bulwark of the belief;

church of England, and of christianity itself. In the last

century, the church, and with it the state, fell, through

such innovations. Parliament, they contended, could not

grant the desired relief, because it could not annul the

obligations of an oath. The king could not comply with

their petition, as he was bound by oath to preserve the

established church ; a compliance would also be a breach

of the articles of union, as by them it was stipulated, that

the ecclesiastical governments of Scotland and England

should continue for ever unchanged. Writings of late

had appeared, inimical to the most important articles, not

only of the church of England, but of the christian faith :

they had denied the doctrines of the trinity, and the divin

ity of our Saviour; and thus endeavoured to remove the

corner stone of our religion : by granting the petition,

therefore, we should admit unitarians and other heretics to

be clergymen of the church »f England.
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A GREATER number of members opposed the petition on

. political grounds.1 They vindicated its advocates from the

charge of heretical opinions ; they maintained, that the

byanother, legislature had" still a control over the articles of union,

expedi- and had exercised that control towards the two churches ;

cn«y- ;n England, by an act against occasional conformity ; and

in Scotland, by an act annulling the popular election of cler

gymen. Every society, they observed, is competent to

determine the qualifications of its members; all govern

ments have a right to constitute the several orders of their

subjects, to ascertain that the principles and characters of

persons employed in any trust be such as will most effec

tually answer the purposes of those trusts. The office of

public instructors of the people in virtue and religion,

requires a careful examination of the capacity, dispositions,

principles, and opinions of the persons proposing to offici

ate. The clergy being intended to teach the nation, it is

expedient that there should be an uniformity of established

doctrine, the chief tenets of which every clergymen should

admit. Admissibility to the clerical, as well as to any

other public office, is a question of expediency; and this

is no hardship : a candidate has the alternative, of refusing

either the employment, or subscription. Physicians and

civilians are in the same predicament, required to sub

scribe certain articles, or not to become members of an

English university. It is found expedient that there

should be a national church for the preservation and pro

motion of christianity, and for the welfare of society.

These articles are considered by the legislature as condu

cive to the purposes in view ; therefore law givers ought

to require the admission of them in the holders of employ

ments which are connected with the objects of that national

church. On these strong and comprehensive grounds of

equitable policy, many enlightened senators, who were not

votaries of the high church doctrines, joined in defending

our ecclesiastical establishment against innovation. The

majority against the petition was two hundred and seven

teen to seventy-one.

IN the course of the debates, not a few of the oppo-

sers of thu petition had expressed an opinion, that though

I I'aHiamcutarj- Debates,."'72-
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it was just and reasonable to require subscription from CHA1J

persons proposing to be clergymen in the established ^f^r^^r

church, and to derive profit from the priesthood, it was im

hard to oblige dissenting ministers to subscribe the doc

trinal articles of the church, from which they sought nei

ther promotion nor emolument. By the act of toleration,

dissenters were allowed to exercise divine worship accord

ing to their own sentiments, if their ministers subscribed

all the articles of the church except those which relate to

discipline. When that act was passed, dissenters were as

warmly attached to the Calvinistic doctrines of the arti

cles as churchmen themselves, and readily subscribed them

as required by law. During the last two reigns, it had

appeared that Arianism and Socinianism became very pre

valent; few of the dissenters for many years had sub

scribed the articles, and thus were liable to penalties*

though from the liberality of the age, and the lenient

government of the house of Brunswick, these were very

rarely inflicted.

SIR HENRY HOUGHTON made a motion to relieve the iiotigli-

dissenters from subscriptions and the penal laws, but was j.™ ^I11

warmly opposed by the hifth church gentlemen. The dis- relief af

." ., , . . , -. i- i • i , dissenters,senters, it was said, by omitting to subscribe, had violated

the law of the land ; and the transgressors, not satisfied

with being excused, desired the law to be changed

in order to accommodate a change in their opin

ions. A total exemption from subscription would

open the way to heresy and infidelity. The dissen

ters were a respectable body, and a certain regard was

due to their opinions ; but the present bill, instead of pro

posing the mere relief of nonconformists, was a project

for encouraging schism, nnd ultimately destroying the

church of England ; many of the dissenters now main

tained doctrines totally different from those of former

times, and were inimical to the church of England, to the

protestant religion, and to true christianity : to encourage

such men, therefore, would be equally contradictory to

sound policy, and to the interests of the established faith.

The supporters of the bill contended, that subscriptions,

while they operate against the pious and conscientious, are

no restraints on the impious and wicked. The sectu-

VOL. I. I i i
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CHAP.

X.

-X-N"**.

1771

|V,'.ss('H lllC

r.ummojis,

thrown

out by the

lords.

Clericalnullum

tempos

bill, rians were charged with having deviated from the theologi

cal opinions of their predecessors ; but in all ranks of a

community advancing in knowledge and civilization, the

more understandings were exercised, the greater would be

the diversity in the result of different efforts. That some

individual dissenters held principles inimical to christianity,

might be true ; but the charge against them as a body, was

totally false: they had been uniformly the friends of civil

and religious liberty, had supported the British constitu

tion, the establishment of the house of Brunswick, and all

those principles and measures by which our constitutional

rights were upheld : they had moreover supported the

christian faith against its most ardent impugners ; and

such men certainly deserved to enjoy something more

than mere impunity by connivance. By toleration, chris

tianity had flourished ; by intolerance, the number of

believers had been lessened:"i let protestants be united,

that we may be the better able to make head against infi

dels. These considerations induced a great majority in.

the house of commons to vote for the bill; but in the

house of lords the bishops exerted themselves so strenu

ously against an indulgence which they conceived and

represented to be dangerous to the church, that the

bill was rejected by no less than a hundred and two

to twenty-nine.

DURING this session also, another bill was proposed oa

an ecclesiastical subject, entitled the church nullum tempus

bill ; the object of which was analogous to the purpose of the

crown nullum tempus law, to secure land possessors against

dormant claims of the church. On the part of the church

it was answered, that the power of reviving claims was

necessary to prevent the laity from affecting those encroach

ments which they were always desirous of making upon the

clergy. The proposed bill would be peculiarly injurious

to the poor clergy, whom great land holders, and combina

tions of rich farmers were very much disposed to oppress.

The supporters of the bill replied, that its provisions guarded

against the alleged inconveniences ; and they defied its oppo

nents to prove that the laity did oppress the clergy. Min

m !'.!.••- k ', speech on sir Henry Houglitoo'«motion. Parliamentary De

tains, 1772.
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isters, desirous of gratifying the hierarchy, were very inimi- CHAP.

cal to a bill which tended to abridge clerical power. To

independent members, however, it appeared so reasona- ,--2

We, that notwithstanding the influence of admin,istra- is rejeeted.

tion, the majority by which it was negatived was very

inconsiderable.

WHILE parliament was occupied in examining the ex

tent and boundaries of religious indulgence, and admit

ting the equity and wisdom of liberal toleration prevented it

from intrenching on the establishment, a subject was

submitted to their deliberation, which involved the most

important duties of morality, and the closest ties of

civil society: this was a bill for restraining the royal Law for

family in the momentous engagement of marriage ; Jh* mam^

the proposition of which arose from the following "Bu ?ltl":
royal linin-

incidents. The duke of Gloucester had espoused the ly.

countess dowager of Waldegrave ; and the duke of

Cumberland, Mrs. Horton, a widow, and daughter

to lord Irnham. These marriages, which had been con

cluded clandestinely, gave great dissatisfaction at court.

On the 28th of February, the king sent a message to both

houses of parliament, importing, that his majesty thought

it would be wise and expedient in parliament to 'render

effectual the right which had always belonged to the kings

of this realm, of approving all marriages of the royal fami

ly, to supply the defects of the law now in being ; and,

by some new provision, more effectually to guard descend-

ents of his late majesty (excepting the issue of princesses

affianced into foreign families) from marrying without the

approbation of his majesty,-his heirs, or successors. In

consequence of this message, a bill was brought into the

house of lords for rendering all the descendants of George

II. (with the exception above mentioned) incapable of con

tracting marriage without the consent of the king, or his

successors on the throne, signified under the great seal,

and declared in council. There was in the bill, however,

one deviation from the tenor of the royal message ; for if

such descendant, after passing the age of twenty-five

years, gave the privy council twelve months previous

notice of his intended marriage, unless both houses of par

liament within that time declared their disapprobation, it
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might be valid without the royal consent. The bill was

strongly opposed by both houses, on grounds of law,

policy, and morality. It was denied that the power

declared in the preamble to have belonged to the king,

against it ; actually did constitute part of the royal prerogative in the

extent now claimed ; as a fact, it was not to be found in

our history"; nor as law, in our statutes, precedents, or

the opinions of our judges. The declaration of law was,

besides, either useless or hurtful : if intended to have no

retrospective operation, it was frivolous and unnecessary ;

if designed as a retrospect, it was iniquitous. The descend

ants of George II. might in time comprehend great num

bers who were dispersed among the various ranks of civil

life ; and thus many families would, in their most impor

tant engagements, become dependent on the crown. The

time of nonage too, was by this law lengthened beyond

iust limits ; it was direspectful to the royal offspring to

suppose that they did not arrive at intellectual maturity so

soon as other subjects ; and it was farther absurd, that

when at eighteen a prince or princess was deemed quali

fied to govern a kingdom, they should not till twenty-six

be fit to contract a marriage. The discretionary power,

wherever vested, of prohibiting any marriage, was a vio

lation of the inherent rights of human nature, founded on

the strongest propensity implanted in man for the best of

purposes. No legislature was competent to the annihila

tion of this right. It had, moreover, a natural tendency

to rouse a disputed title to the crown; for, should those

who might be affected by it be in power, they would pro

cure a repeal of the act, and consequently produce a con

test with the next heir under that law ; should they not

be in power, they would still excite compassion and indig

nation among those who must think them aggrieved by

such a restriction, and hence dissension and civil war

would ensue. The prohibition was also contrary to mo

rality; for, as far as it reached, it was calculated to pro

mote debauchery, seduction, and other vices, which mar

riage tended to prevent. Depriving those personages of

n The instnncf; nddtired liy the supporters of ihn bill did not prove the as

sertion ol n U'gal ri^ht in the kiup to interfere in the marri«ge of his relations,

they showed only the influence of the sovereign's anlhoriu, which incliitutiou

or }lru(|cnce induced his family to regard.
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the highest blessings of life, partners of their own appro- CHAP

bation and choice, it drove them, in the unavoidable course ^^^>,

of human passion, to illicit connexions, to concubinage, to 1772

promiscuous intercourse; and if it did not justify, at least

ptilliated, in individuals so restricted, deviations from strict

flnd rigorous virtue, much more than in any other subject

not so circumscribed.*

BY the supporters of the bill it was argued, from a

variety of cases, that the kings of England always pos- for lt;

sessed the power now declared. Ten judges had, in

1717, delivered an opinion, which admitted the king's

right to direct the marriage and education of the royal

family. The judges, when consulted concerning the

present bill, had determined, that the power claimed be

longed to the king, as far as respected the marriages of

his children, grandchildren (unless the issue of foreign

families), and the presumptive heir of the crown. It was

farther observed, that the dishonour reflected on the

crown by improper alliances, and the evils experienced

formerly by the nation from the intermarriage of the

royal family with subjects, rendered it necessary to guard

in future against either derogatory or dangerous con

nexions. The sovereign is the natural guardian and

judge of the honour, dignity, and conduct of his family.

The subjects of the bill might in time greatly increase in

number, yet it was not to be supposed that the sovereign,

in the multiplicity of momentous affairs, would interfere

beyond his near relations, or other probable heirs ; but

should future inconveniences, not now foreseen, arise

from the bill, the legislature was always competent to i

apply a remedy. The bill was passed by a considerable"

majority ; and from this time no marriage concluded by a

descendant of George II. under twenty-six years of age,

without the consent of the king, or of both houses of par

liament after that age, is lawful. Whether the law be

wise or unwise, is another question ; but the fact is, that

without compliance with this statute, no person so cir

cumstanced can be lawfully married, nor have legitimate

offspring.

s Parliamentary debates, 1772.
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CHAP. THE attention of parliament was also called this ses-

x
sion to East India affairs. It was generally acknowledged,

177:2. th1i* great abuses prevailed in the administration of the

East India cornpanv's possessions ; but the extent of the evils was

«flair*. not hitherto ascertained in either house. The company

•was aware of the very flagrant delinquency that existed

among its servants, but was desirous of retaining in itself

the means of correction and future prevention. The

directors were far from Ivishingtheinterference of govern

ment, and much alarmed by the doctrines that had been

advanced concerning their territorial possessions ; knowing

too, that the misconduct of their servants, afforded to

government and to the legislature very strong reasons for

taking an active concern in the territorial administration

of British India, they were very desirous of making it

appear that they were themselves competent to the task.

Admitting the abuses by their servants, they pretended to

have discovered the causes, and proposed, by removing

them to apply effectual remedies. They had, they said,

hitherto allowed too much power to their servants, and

now proposed to reduce executorial authority, and to

extend their own. For this purpose, Mr. Sullivan, the

deputy chairman, proposed in the house of commons a

bill for the better regulation of the company's servants

and affairs in India, by restraining the governor and coun

cil from every species of trade, entirely changing the court

of judicature and mode of administering justice in Ben

gal, and restricting the power of the executive servants.

In supporting his motion, he severely attacked lord Clive,

as the principal transgressor. Lord Clive, defending

himself and retorting on the company, imputed the chief

abuses to their misconduct and violence : reciprocal recrim

ination produced from both very minute and copious

details, which confirmed other members in their opinion

that there existed flagrant delinquency. Ministers, with

out discussing the charges of either party, expressed their

fears that the evils were too deep and extensive for the

bill to remedy ; and it would, they said, be premature to

form any plan of .correction and prevention, before inquiry

should be made as to the actual state of affairs. The bill

was rejected : a select committee of thirty-one was soon
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after appointed to inquire into the nature and state of af- CHAP,

fairs in India ; and this committee found the subject of their

inquiries so very extensive and complicated, that they i7-

asked and obtained leave to sit during the recess.

On the 1st of May, lord North entered cm the busi-

ness of ways and means : and showed that, after provi

ding for the service of the current year, the nation, with

out fresh taxes, was able to pay off two millions and a half

of three per cent. annuities, then at ninety : he also enlar

ged on the prospect of peace, which he said might be

reasonably expected to last ten years, and would liquidate

a considerable part of our debts. Besides, even should

peace be broken, lord North professed himstlfv such an

economist, as to be able to carry on war without the addi

tion of new taxes. The house was pleased with the flat

tering picture, and the minister acquired great credit with

parliament and the country for his financial ability. As

the English are by no means averse from war, many were

delighted with the notion that they were blessed in lord

North with a statesman who could beat their enemies

without troubling them for farther contributions. In his

plan of reducing the national debt, they anticipated the

reduction of their present taxes, and he now by fair pro

mises began to acquire considerable popularity and reputa

tion ; but the chief foundation of lord North's fame at

this time was his economy.

A SESSION, which, by its moderation, afforded a striking Session

contrast to the preceding years of the present parliament, rlst*

ended on the 9th of June. During this session on the

8th of Februarv, died the princess dowager of Wales. llle i'

TT i o -ii • t

ner royal highness was ot an amiable private character,

and had long been highly esteemed and beloved by the

British nation. During the latter part of her life, the

sentiments of many persons had been changed, from sur

mises that rested on no certain grounds. When our pre

sent sovereign ascended the throne, it was alleged that,

possessing great influence with a son of the warmest

filial affection, she interfered in public affairs, and held the

chief direction of the secret cabinet, which, according to

p Sec I'arliaincntari Ucbalos, May 1«t, 1779.
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CHAP. the political hypothesis of popular speakers and writers,

commanded all the ostensible ministers. A precise and

j.^., definite motive was assigned for the supposed efforts of

this imputed influence ; the opposition to Mr. Pitt in the

council ; the dismissal of the whig party ; the peace ; the

prosecution of Wilkes ; the taxation of America; the

Middlesex election ; and the promotion of the Scotch:

in short, every act disagreeable to the people of England

was ascribed to a secret power flowing from the princess

and a junto of her favourites. Though this theory was

very generally received, yet an authentic historian, having

neither oral nor written testimony, cannot record as a fact

the existence of such an influence. It is, however, his

duty to mention such generally believed rumours or con

jectures, as have a great influence on the period concern

ing which he writes. That such a report and apprehen

sion greatly influenced the popular notions of the first ten

years of the reign, is very evident ; but that neither the

votaries of the opinion nor the spreaders of the rumour

have adduced evidence to confirm the truth of their asser

tion, is equally certain. Having therefore no proof of

the fact, I cannot, consistently with sound philosophy,

assign this influence as the CAUSE of the many evils which

have been so often ascribed to it both in and out of par

liament. In estimating the character of the princess

dowager, I cannot therefore allow weight to her alleged

interference in public affairs. Her highness was eminent

for her private virtues in the various relations of life : as

a wife, a mother, a mistress of a family, an exalted mem

ber of society, her conduct bore the manifest marks of

benevolence and propriety ; and in none of her sentiments

or actions did she give the slightest indication of her being

actuated by the dispositions which are assumed by political

partisans.

operations Tn is year war was replete with important events on the

K'^iif and continent of Europe. The Russians, in the campaign of

Turkiy. ., 1771, although ultimately successful on the Danube, did

not obtain such signal advantages in thnt quarter, as were •expected from their progress in the tvo former years. In

Crim Tartary they were decisively victorious, and redu

ced the whole peninsula, and in the Mediterranean they
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annihilated the commerce of Turkey. Negotiations were rti \P.

renewed in winter under the medi ition oi the courts oi ,^-v-,^

Berlin and Vienna, but were not brought to the desired i7?a.

conclusion. The Austrians were jealous of the progress

of the Russians, both in Turkey and in Poland. fhty

protected the confederates as far as they could, without

openly manifesting hostility to Russia, or g'ving umbrage

to Frederic. At length, Maria Teresa niade chiim to the

Polish district of Zips, on the frontiers of Hungary, and

in autumn 1771 invaded it with a powerful force. The

empress of Russia, enraged at the invasion of Poland,

said to prince Henry of Prussia, who was then at her

court, If Vienna attempt to dismember Poland* neighbour

ing states must imitate her example. This observation

perfectly accorded with Frederic's ideas. His troops had

that very year entered Poland, under a pretence of form

ing a cordon, to prevent the infection of the plague from

spreading to his dominions; and his army had afterwards

advanced, on the pretext of relieving the inhabitants from

the oppressions of the confederates. By Frederic's or

ders, his soldiers had for these services exacted enormous

contributions from Polish Prussia, and especially from the

city of Dantzic; and this plunder of communities at

peace with Frederic, was sent to his treasury. The pre-

lent overture was only a proposal for another robbery on

a larger scale. Frederic lost no time in inquiring whether

Catharine was sincere ; and being assured that she ' was

serious, he drew up a plan of dividing Poland between the Scheme «f

three powers ; very skilfullv and considerately partitioninc Freijerie
... J . • -ri , a'"l C«th«-

the territories, so as to give each oi the partners the share nine .or

respectively most contiguous and convenient. This par- jlf'p'ul^jj

ticipation he concerted wiih Catharine, before he commu

nicated the project to Austria. Russia was to have all

that territory which extends on the eastern side of the

Druce and the Dwina, from the gulf of Riga to the

Ukraine ; Austria was to have the offer of Ludomeria offer Aus-

and Galicia, on the confines of Hungary; while the king Jj^*

of Prussia, for his share, was to receive Pomerellia;

which besides other advantages, joined together Poimra-

nia and Prussia, and thus, instead of two detached, gave

him three compact, provinces. Having settled this plan

VOL. I. K k k
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CHAP. with Russia, Frederic next proposed it to the imperial

s^^^/ minister ; thinking it so advantageous, that it would cer-

,r7.2. tainly be accepted. Prince Kaunitz, the Austrian minis-

She oh- ter at ^rst macle strong objections to the division,

jccutothe BECAUSEi1 it would be next to impossible to agree on terms

inequality ,. .. .. , -. . _ ' '

ofthedi- ot perfect equality. In an affair ot such a nature, as

vjfuon. Frederic observed,i" it was no time to be discouraged by

trifles. Catharine and he therefore intimated an alterna

tive to Austria, if she would not agree to the division,

they would go to war with her, without allowing her any

share ; but if she would become a willing party, a larger

seizure of Poland should be made, to suit her ideas ofHer soru- •»

pk-sar.- equality. Austria at last consented; a treaty was con-

by"ip larger eluded, and each of the three acquired a greater portion

disinbu- than was originallv intended. Having thus on friendly

tlon- i i " • r • ' i .

terms arranged the' seizure or territories belonging to nei

ther, they thought proper to intimate to the proprietors

the proposed spoliation. A joint manifesto, drawn up by

the three powers, set forth the troubles excited in Poland

on almost every vacancy of the throne, and the friendly

offices of the court of Petersburgh in rectifying many

abuses in the constitution of that republic. The court of

Berlin claimed the credit of having seconded these gene

rous acts ; and Austria had chosen neutrality, as the

means of promoting the active efforts of Catharine and

Frederic. From the wise and benevolent policy of her

beneficent neighbours, Poland had every prospect of pros

perity, peace, and happiness ; but a spirit of discord had

counteracted these efforts, and to reestablish tranquillity in

Poland, Russia, Austria, and Prussia found it necessary

to place the ancient constitution of the kingdt)m, and the

liberties of the people, on a sure and solid foundation.

They had respectively considerable claims on the republic,

which each would be ready to justify, in time and place,

by authentic records and solid reasons. Meanwhile, hav

ing reciprocally communicated their several claims, and

being mutually satisfied of their justice, they had determi

ned to secure to themselves a proportionable equivalent, by

C| Seethe king or Prussia's Memoirs nf himself; from which the greater part

ofour He-count oflliis partition i;' comprised.

r Seu lite Memoirs.
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taking immediate and effectual possession of such parts of CHAP.

the territories of the republic, as might serve to fix more

natural and sure bounds between her and the three powers." 17~^

The confederate partitioners did actually specify their pre

tensions, but without adducing any proof. The court of

Warsaw answered' these denunciations by just and conclu

sive reasoning, founded on the plainest principle of juris

prudence, equity and moral rectitude ; demonstrating from

the law of nations and many particular treaties, the claims

of the three powers to be totally unfounded, and their

proceedings to be contrary to all lawful rights. Little

availed the remonstrances of justice against determined

ambition, aided by resistless force. The confederate

powers commanded the Polish kingand republic to assem

ble without delay a diet to ratify their claims.

THE king and senate applied to the courts of Lon

don, Versailles, Madrid, and the United Provinces, to

interfere in their favour ; but from the weakness, distance,

or internal dissensions of these states, the applications

were unavailing. Britain and France, indeed, remonstra

ted, but without effect. Deserted by the rest of mankind,

and surrounded by powerful enemies, the Polish king and

his council were necessitated to convoke a senate, in order

to summon a diet for the purpose of formally authorizing

usurpations which the force of the usurpers had before

effectually confirmed. In the respective specifications of

the partitioning powers, Austria was the most insolent,

imperious, and full of threats ; Catharine, the most

moderate, plausible, and abounding in promises; and Fre

deric, the most learned, acute, and replete with ingenious

pretexts.™ They now respectively prepared to take pos

session of their booty ; and Frederic much more active

than Austria, and less occupied than Russia, first secured

his division, and added to the seizure, part of Dantzic, Dismem-

including the harbour and port duties; and afterwards the ''"l °

remainder, though it constituted no part of his pretended

claim upon Poland.

THF. influence of Frederic, however, wns not confined to Rcvoiminn

1 n • r i • I ii- '" Sweden

the scene ol his power; lor a revolution happened this year

s Sec State I'npers, l~r'2. t Iliiil.

u See the respective manifestoes ; Stklc Pupcis, 17*2
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CH\P. in Sweden, to which tie greatly contributed. In early ages

v the S.vedes, like most other hardy and gallant inhabitants

Vl^rr**' of the north, were free. From the time of Gustavus Va-

sa, there had been a fluctuation of constitutions, in which

the aristocracy, or the king, were alternately paramount,

and the people enjoyed very little share of power. Under

Charles XII., the government was despotic; but his sis

ter and heir, Ulrica, was obliged to suffer the aristocratical

domination to be reestablished ; and Frederic and Adol-

plius were not able to triumph over the Swedish nobles.

Adolphus dying in 1771, was succeeded by Gustavus, his

eldest son by the sister of the Prussian king. Gustavus, on

his accession to the throne, made the most ardent protesta

tions of love for libertx ; prof.-ssed that he thought it the

chief glory of a king to reign over a tree people ; subscribed

the declaration of rights, and added articles for absolving

his subjects from their allegiance if ever he should infringe

the contract. At his coronation,. he made a speech conclud-

diug with a prayer to God, that ambition might not disturb

the freedom and happiness of the state. Notwithstanding

his solemn oaths, however, this prince had concerted a pro

ject, lor becoming absolute. Aided by his two brothers, and

trusty cfiicers, he gained over the army to his interest;

wiih the greatest art and success he courted popularity,

whilt his emissaries no less actively rendered the people

discontented with the senate and established government.

He was assured of the support of his uncle; and indeed,

both in the formation and execution of his plan, he dis

played ;:';lity and vigour not unworthy of a nephew of Fre

deric. The scheme being ripe for execution, on the 19th

of August Gustavus totally overturned the constitution,

which It ss than three months before he had sworn to main

tain, and engaged to support, as the indispensable condition

of Ms admission to the regal office. Being master of all

the military force at Stockholm, he surrounded the senate,

and made the members prisoners. The diet was comman

ded to assemble ; and, encompassed by fixed bayonets, the

king ordered a new form of government to be read. The

membc'is, so situated, signed whatever was proposed, and

took the oi-.'.h which G istavus himself dictated. He then

drew a book of psalms from his pocket; and, taking offhis
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.j own, began to sing to the praise of God, the assembly join- CHAP.

ing this pious prince in his sacred music. He afte-rwards in- L^^^.

formedthem, that he should in six 3 ears convene the assim- 1?72

of the states." Thus the year 1772 was an era of usur

pation; by Gustavus in his own kingdom, and by his neigh

bours in the kingdom of another.

A change this year took place in Denmark, which, by

affecting a British princess, strongly agitated and deeply

interested the loyal and generous hearts of Britons. Chris- Sute of

tian, king of Denmark, was the son of Frederic V., by Denmark-

Louisa, daughter of George II. The queen died in early

youth, and king Frederic afterwards married a German

princess, by whom he had a son, named Frederic. This

queen was a woman of great artifice and ambition. As her

son was heir in default of his brother, the queen dowager

had been averse from the marriage of the young king.

Christian was a prince of very weak understanding, and Incapacity

sunk by habits of debauchery below his natural insignifi king6

cance. Matilda, though not sixteen years of age when she charaeter

arrived in Denmark, immediately manifested to Julia "'^J ^J"A_

Maria, the queen dowager, an intelligence and sensibility, queen,

which, she did not doubt, must discern the incapacity, and

fei-1 the misconduct, of hi r husband. She therefore form- Artifieesrf

od a project of sowing discord between the new married dowager,

couple, which she trusted would end in a separation, and

promote her views in favour of her son. For this pur

pose she played a double game ; she employed her minions

to ingratiate themselves with the king, and to encourage

him in his vices ; while she informed the queen of his

defects, and, professing a great friendship, declared that

every thing in her power should be done for his reforma

tion. Meanwhile, the silly monarch persisted in his usual

course; the queen dowager contrived to have a mist, ess

thrown in his way, whom he kept openly in the palace.

Matilda, possessing great sagacity, easily discovered both

the designs and motives of the treacherous dowager.

Anxious for the welfare of her infant prince, she, for the

sake of the sod, overlooked the folly of the father ; and

x Mr. Chnrlrj Sheridan, British envoy :it Sweden, published a Tery aernuite

account of this txtraordhiarj revolution. ,< lieiulu Are oompremwi ai.nve hi

tkc text. /
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CHAR soon procured such influence, as to attain the chief direc-

v tion of affairs, before possessed by the elder queen. The

1772 ambition of Julia was now stimulated by revenge, the

gratification of which she at last accomplished. There

Struensee. was at the court of Copenhagen, a German, named Struen—

see, of some abilities, with that wide extent of superficial

knowledge and those petty attainments which are so com

mon in continental adventurers. He possessed also an

insinuating address, and an agreeable person ; but was

profligate in his manners, and abandoned in his principles.

Having studied some branches of medicine, he professed

himself a physician; and having attended the king when

he was experiencing the effects of vice, he acquired great

favour with the sovereign, and in a short time made so

rapid a progress, that, from being an itinerant empiric, he

became minister of state. He also elevated "Brandt, a

fellow adventurer, and several others of his friends. Both

Struensee and Brandt were raised to be earls ; many of

the chief grandees were disgraced; and most of them

were disgusted with the upstart insolence of these ignoble

favourites. The demeanour of Struensee also excited

many and powerful enemies. As Matilda had then the

superior power, Struensee joined her politics in opposition

to those of the queen dowager ; and thus added her to the

number of his foes. Julia secretly insinuated that not a

political connexion only subsisted between Struensee and

the queen : and in 1771, when Matilda was delivered of.a

daughter, she, seeing the new-born princess, said with a

malicious smile, that the child had all the features of Stru

ensee. The evil report was industriously propagated ; and

it was farther asserted, that the ruling party had formed a

design to supersede the king, to appoint . Matilda regent

during the minority of her son, and Struensee supreme

director of affairs. The report of the intended deposition

was never substantiated by any proof; and the other

rumour, which was never seconded either by testimony or

circumstantial evidence, must stand in history as a FALSE

AND MALICIOUS SLANDER against the sister of the Bri

tish sovereign. The queen findirg herself an object of

unjust suspicion, took a part very natural to conscious

innocence, but oiten injurious to female reputation : she
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disregarded the rumours, and did not abstain from the CHAP.

company of the suspected party. This conduct neither

prudent nor judicious, greatly accelerated the success of ,--»

her enemies. It was not difficult; to spread scandal against

the friend of a man so deservedly unpopular ; and the

charge was very generally believed. The king was *

easily impressed with the prevailing opinion, being a

mere tool in the hands of any party that happened to

predominate.

ON the 17th of January, the queen dowager and her Accusa-

son, coming at four in the morning to the king's hedcham- *'",",,,at" °|-

her, asserted to him, that the queen and Stru-nsee were Matilda.

at that very hour training an act of renunciation of the

crown, which they would compel him immediately to

sign ; and therefore that his only means of escaping this

danger, was to sign orders which they had drawn up for

the arrest of the queen and her accomplices. The king,

though reluctant, at length complied, and the orders were

immediately executed ; but the queen being found in her

own apartment, and Struensee and Brandt in bed in their

respective houses, manifested the falsehood of Julia's

charge. Having before secured the army and people,

the dowager reigned without control. Struensee and

Brandt were tried ; but, culpable as they both might be,

there was no evidence that they had perpetrated any capi

tal crime ; they were, however, sentenced to death, and

executed. Respecting queen Matilda, the ruling party

did not attempt to establish their charges. The dowager

was unwilling to establish a precedent for trying a queen

by subjects ; and besides, though by subornation and

iniquity she might easily have crushed an unprotected

individual however innocent, yet to put to an undeserved

death the sister of the king of England, would be a very

dangerous act of tyranny. His Britannic majesty, know- HisBritan-

ing that it would be in vain to attempt the vindication of JJ'c^aj([sstJ

his sister's character in a country governed by her invete- «i«i rescue*
, , , ° , , ,. hissufler-

rate enemies, resolved to rescue her trom those malignant ingsjster,

calumniators, and sent a SQUADRON to demand the unfor

tunate princess. The court of Denmark, not choosing to

refuse a requisition so seconded, delivered her to commo-
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CHAP. dore Macbride, who conveyed her from the scene of her

persecution to Zell, a city in the dominions of Hnn-

l772 over, where her royal brother had provided her an

mm! aflbnis asylum, in which she resided during the remainder of

her an ....r -

«sylum in her short lite.7

his i..r-

? ^lvo ^'r^ *'*J "''^' ' ~"5, of a malignant fever, in her 24th year.
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CHAP. XI.

America, tranquil in the south, is turbulent in the north.—?

Massachusetts disavows the authorities of the British

•constitution.—Britain.—Mercantile failures of 1772.—

Alexander Fordyce.—Change of mercantile character.—-

Influence of accumulation in India.—Stockjobbing ficti

tious credit—extravagant adventure without capital.—

High estimation oflord Northforfinancial skill.—Affairs

' of the India company—rits pecuniary embarrassments—

conduct of its servants, and distresses of the natives—

reported to the house of commons bij a committee.—The

company propose a scheme for correcting and restrain

ing its servants.—Parliament undertakes the task.—Com

pany's petition for a loan—granted oncertain conditions.

—Compani/ allowed to export tea from Britain duty free,

—Lord North's planfor thegovernment ofIndia—discus

sed in parliament—passes into a law.—Inquiry into the

conduct of lord dive.—Distinguished abilities of Messrs.

Thurlow and Wedderburne shown against and for lord

Clive.—The war with the Caribs.—Increase of halfpay

'to naval captains.—Petition of the dissenters—is reject

ed.—Supplies.—Reduction of the national debt.—Conti*

nential affairs.—Completion of the dismemberment of

Poland.—Violent attacks of Roman catholic powers on

their clergy.—America—tranquillity, and Jlourishing

commerce.—Britain—discontent and licentiousness sub

side.—Increasing trade and prosperity imputed to the

policy oflord North.—The minister now at the zenith of

his fame.

TRANQUILLITY continued to prevail in the CHAP.

middle and southern colonies of America ; but in the north- ^^-^L

«rn, the democratical spirit was daily gaining ground. I--.z.

The salaries of the provincial judges, and the attorney and

solicitor general, paid by the assemblies, were very, scanty.

To render men in such important situations more inde-

VOL. I. L 1 1
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CHAP. pendent in their circumstances, government had this year

assigned them liberal salaries out of the American revenue.

1770 The New Englanders affected to believe that this arrange-

Amerira, ment was intended to corrupt the source of justice, and

tranquil in ..... < • r

the south,, render decisions dependent on government. A meeting oi

is turbulent flostonians called by themselves the select men, on the

north. 25th of October petitioned government to hold an assembly

for the purpose of considering the evil tendency of the new

regulations. The governor not complying, the committee

issued a new declaration of rights, more republican than

any that had yet been published ; which considered the

provincials merely as free men, not as British subjects, and

denied the right of the British parliament to legislate in

any case for the colonies. A general meeting of Bosto-

nians; immediately adopted this declaration of their com-

mittce the provincial assembly published their approbation of

•vows the tne doctrines in their most democratical extent : and the pro-

authormes . '

of the Bri- ceedings of all classes and orders in Massachusetts ainount-

tution?u*li *n£ to a d)savowal of tne established authorities of the Bri

tish constitution. Republican turbulence in the north, and

tranquil acquiescence in constitutional authority through the

middle and southern colonies, strongly manifested a diversity

of sentiment, which it was the duty of legislative wisdom

to consider, in its policy towards the respective provinces.

Britain ; IN Britain, this year was remarkable for verv great
mercantile .... . . . ,

failure* of and numerous bankruptcies, important in themselves, but

f7'*- more momentous as they demonstrated the close and com

plex connexions and intermingled dependencies of com

mercial credit, and also marked a change that had taken

place in the mercantile character. A Scotch adventurer,

4|exander named Alexander Fordyce, had risen in a few years to

Fordyce. gucn a nejgnt i„ tne cjtv of London, that his dovnfalappeared for a time to shake all credit and confidence

throughout the metropolis. Fordyce was a projector,

who possessed ingenuity to form plausible schemes, insi

nuating manners, and dextrous address to engage confi

dence, but withput sound judgment and prudence to direct

his conduct. He had gambled in the funds to a very

great amount ; and having at times succeeded by his occa

sional command of ready money, and by becoming a part

ner in a very eminent banking-house, he was intrusted
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with many and large sums belonging to others. He now CHAP.

dealt in stockjobbing to an extent unknown in the annals

of gambling. At length the bubble burst : he failed to an ,772

amount little short of half a million, and involved his

partners in his ruin ; and many others, who had trusted

him with money or bills, shared the same fate. The fall

of so great a house carried its effects far beyond immedi

ate creditors, excited a distrust of other banking and mer

cantile firms, and, obstructing the usual accommodation,

produced many stoppages. But these evils, occasioned in

a considerable degree by Fordyce and his connexions,

originated in causes much more general, which influenced

the conduct and determined the fortune of many others.

The gains of British merchants in former times were change of

chiefly from the gradual operation of skill, industry, J^,™^"

economy, and bold yet prudent adventure. The riches ac- character,

quired were rarely amassed but by a long and persevering

attention to trade ; moderate wealth was the progressive

effect of certain intellectual and moral qualities, skilfully

and steadily exerted for a long course of years, forming

and determining the character, while they filled the cof

fers. By the vast acquisitions in India, immense fortunes influence

had been accumulated almost instantaneously : adven- J^nn"^™"

turers of very limited merit in three or four years had India,

returned with ten times the wealth that able, prosperous,

and eminent merchants were able to collect by the efforts

of a long and industrious life. The view of such asto

nishing acquisitions dazzled many traders, and instead of

submitting patiently to former modes of commercial pro

cess, they would become opulent by compendious means :

with this intent, they engaged in hazardous adventures in

the funds,* monopolies, and various other objects. Not Stock-

having actual property for carrying on such extensive plans, Jolll""P-

they were obliged to proceed upon trust ; and as men of

real wealth were not the most likely to risk their money

on doubtful schemes, combinations of indigent adven

turers were formed for maintaining a fictitious credit by

interchange of bills. Some of these actually succeeded in

2 Though stockjobbing hnd prevailed ever since the establishment of the na

tional debt, the great fluctuation of India stock about this time uffnrdod more s*nyic

thia uiual for thu species of gambling
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acquiring a capital ; others kept themselves so long afloat,

as to impress the world with an opinion of their ultimate

responsibility, and thus found means to involve wealthy

men in their projects. From the eastern accumulations

and manners, came also an enormous increase of luxury ;

this evil did not so readily affect the substantial merchant,

who in making his fortune had formed his habits to frugal

ity and moderation, as the visionary and needy projector,

whose fancy anticipated immense profits, and whose actual

possessions could not possibly suffer the smallest loss.

The failures of this year were chiefly imputable to extra

vagant projects in trade, stockjobbing, and enormous

paper credit without capital mutually acting and reacting,

severally and jointly the effects and causes of luxury and

profusion. These disasters, springing from unwarrant

able adventure, extended their consequences to men totally

unconcerned in such wild and destructive schemes. Bank

ers, in particular, were a class of traders, who, from the

nature of their business, had many customers, among per

sons requiring much accommodation by discount, and

some of these sustained very great losses. The bank, in.

a state of general distrust, having refused the usual dis

counts, men of considerable property were embarrassed,

as they could not raise money to discharge engagements

formed on the faith of customary accommodation, and for

several months trade was stagnant. Although many of the

commercial sufferers were distressed, not from want of

property, but the stoppage of its usual convertibility, no

measures were proposed by ministers for supporting the

mercantile credit of persons, who, by temporary assistance,

might have been -preserved from ruin. Greatly, however,

as these insolvencies obstructed trade at the time, they did

not prove ultimately injurious ; for, by inculcating cau

tion and reserve, they rendered credit more discriminate,

and discouraged the desperate schemes of gamblers, and

other unprincipled or infatuated speculators. This bene

ficial effect, however, they owed to the natural course of

commercial confidence, without any aid from the policy of

administration.

LOUD NORTH had now acquired a stability and power,

much greater than any of his predecessors since the resig
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nation of Mr. Pitt. In the ministry there was none of CHAP.

that distraction of counsels, which contributed so much •Sl-

to the inefficiency of former administrations. The first ir-^

lord of the treasury excelled most members in parliamen- High esti-

tary eloquence, and he had already acquired great reputa- u^'NonU

tion for financial skill. From the return of tranquillity to for c?™-

^ ,' mercnl

the greater part of America, and the diminution of hcen- akill.

tiousness at home, his political talents were generally

respected. The opponents of government, though still

paramount in genius and eloquence, were very much

diminished in number, and less severe and vehement

against a minister whom they could not help thinking well

qualified for his office, and throughout the nation lord

North was become the object of esteem and confidence.

THE subject about to occupy chiefly the ensuing ses- Affairs *f

sion of parliament was the affairs of India, in the investi- ^

gaticn of which a committee of the house was employed

during the summer. Though the concerns of the company

had been brought under the cognizance of parliament so

early as 1767, no measures of correction and regulation

had been adopted, except to rescind their acts, restrict their

dividends, and obtain from them an annual sum of money

on stipulated conditions. Inquiry and investigation now-

afforded abundant proof, that a comprehensive and radical

reform was indispensably necessary to the interests of the

company, the honour of England, the welfare and even

existence of the natives, and the salvation of British

India.

AN immense accession of terrritory had unavoidably Its

it i i • i •" ar,v embar

compelled the company to repose very great trust in their

servants, and this confidence had been most grossly and

flagrantly abused. The company's officers were guilty of

complicated and extensive malversation ; their ambition

and extravagance had involved their employers in unne

cessary and enormous expenses ; and their extortion, pecu

lation, and iniquity, made a considerable diminution in the

income of their masters. To enter on a particular detail

of the multifarious means which were employed by the

company's servants for defrauding and plundering the na

tives of India, would far exceed our limits ; but a short

sketch of the character, system, and leading consequences
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vant*,

of the peculation is a necessary part of our history, as a

momentous fact belonging to our subject, marking the

principle, spirit and operation of British avarice in India,

and ascertaining the necessity for a control to restrain and

prevent such flagrant and destructive wickedness. It was

before observed, that the plunder of India was conducted

by our countrymen according to mercantile modes, and

this remark our present account will farther illustrate.

The chief servants of the company made it their first busi

ness to inform themselves of the most valuable and mar

ketable commodities inp the provinces which they were

employed to govern, lor the benefit of their masters ; they

found that salt, hetel, and tobacco, were the most pro

ductive merchandises ; and, accordingly, they very deli

berately formed what they called a commercial associa

tion fyr inland traffic in those articles. The principle of

the copartnership was very simple, being only that the said

associators, namely the council of Calcutta, its friends and

favourites, should have the sole power of buying and sel

ling those commodities. Thus did servants, without any

authority from their masters, who had indeed no right to

grant such power, establish by their own will, and for

their own benefit, a monopoly of the absolute necessaries

ot life, throughout three large, populous, and opulent pro

vinces. Having no competitors, they bought and sold at

their own price : empoverishing the people, they rendered

them unable to pay the stated exactions of the company ;

and thus, in robbing the natives, they defrauded their own

employers. Not satisfied, however, with commercial pil-

l.ige, they turned their views also to territorial estates. The

zemindars, or landed proprietors, held their possessions on

leases, the validity of which had never been doubted,

rooi e than any other legal security for property. The com

pany's servants, however,* destroyed this right, deprived

the proprietors of their lands, sold them to the highest

bidders, and shared the profits among themselves, accord

ing to their respective rank and influence in this combina

tion of rapine. The landholders, deprived of the secure

expectation of reaping the fruit, neglected to cultivate the

soil ; a large proportion of land was left unfilled, and the

consequence was a scarcity of food. The oppressed Indi
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ans, unable to procure rice, tried to subsist on roots ; but

many of these proving unwholesome, pestilence accompa

nied famine : tke waters of the Ganges were infected by

the number of carcasses which they daily received, and the

putrid effluvia increased the mortality. The insatiate

avarice of Britons thus spread desolation over India : the

same iniquity which beggared the people, empoverished

the company; and vast sums were spent in lucrative jobs,

of no use to the establishment. There was, indeed, among

the company's servants, one predominant object, to amass

money by every means, however iniquitous and destruc

tive ; but the most efficacious expedients of avarice were

fraud and breach of trust to their employers, devastation

of the possessions which they were hired to improve, and

plunder of the natives whom they were paid to govern."

With such servants, the company, instead of becoming

opulent, were deeply embarrassed ; they had borrowed

large sums of the bank, and requested the assistance of

government to liquidate their debts. Such was the is reported

essence of the report prepared by the committee, and

delivered to parliament, which met on the 26th of Novem> tl«e hous«

her. It farther appeared, that their distresses had been mons.

increased by accepting bills from their unprincipled ser

vants, who thus procured the responsibility of their mas

ters for engagements by which the servants only were

benefited. The misconduct of the company's officers,

with all its consequences, was manifestly imputable to the

want of an efficient control, proportionate to the vast pow

ers with which they were necessarily intrusted. In the

present situation of affairs, therefore, it was the business of

the legislature to establish a control, which, leaving to

servants every power necessary for the objects of their

employment, should only restrain malversation. The

minister, admitting the abuses of the servants and the

embarrassed state of the company's affairs, declared that

the evils might be removed by wise and vigorous manage

ment. The company were themselves preparing to send

out supervisors, to direct and reform their servants ; but

such efforts would, in his opinion, be inadequate: to the

a This statement is compressed from the report of tlic seleet committee,

delivered to the house in November 1"2.
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CHAP. exigencies of affairs. Before he himself introduced a

plan of regulation, he proposed a secret committee, which

,-72 should find out every thing necessary to be known, with

out exposing any facts of which the publication would be

The com- injurious. The committee reported, that the company,

iio's'esla'0' though much distressed in their pecuniary concerns, were

«ehcmefor preparing to send out a commission of supervision, the

and re- expense of which would heavily add to their difficulties;

H™ei'-nS and recommended a bill to prevent them from pursuing

M&Ms. their intention : a second report presented a statement of

the effects, debts, and credits, of the company at home

Pariia- and abroad. On the reports of this secret committee, toge-

dertakeg" ther with those of the select committee, lord North formed

the task. a plan respecting India, which consisted of three succes

sive bills, and the discussion occupied the principal consi

deration of parliament in the present session. The first

bill was framed to prevent the company from employing

the intended means for the correction of abuses in India,

and was preparatory to the interference of the British

government in the administration of that country ; the

(second proposed to relieve the company from its present

embarrassments, by a loan ; and the' third, to establish

regulations for the better management of the affairs of the

company, as well in India as in Europe. The first bill

Billfor was opposed, as an invasion of the company's charter, and

?l™c?lmpa- of t^le r'8nt which every British subject, or body of sub-

ny from jects, possesses, of managing their own affairs. The com-
scnrlinir *u- , . . .. .

pervismn pany s situation, it was contended, was not so distressed

to India, ag to be irretrievable by its own efforts and counsels. In

the progress of the bill, petitions and counsels from Indian

proprietors maintained the same doctrine. Ministers and

the other supporters of the bill declared, that they intend

ed the good of the company, as well as the security of the

public. The proposing a very expensive commission at a

time when the company was already in arrears to govern

ment, and so distressed as to be applying for a loan, was a

very impolitic measure ; it was therefore the duty of par

liament to prevent them from being involved in utter

ruin. Beside the unsuitableness of such an establish

ment to their circumstances, it was totally inadequate to

the proposed object. The malversations in India were too
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great for any efforts of the court of directors to correct ; CHAP.

the nower of government only could be capable of curbing --^-L,

rapacity and violence, restoring to the inhabitants the secure 17r.l.

enjoyment of their property, and directing the revenue Is i'assed

into its proper channels. A great majority of both houses law, Im.

voted for the law.

DURING the progress of this business, the company pe- Company

titioned parliament for a loan, in the manner and on the p^'^'nent

terms specified in several propositions which had beenpre- for a loan,

sented to the house. They asked for one million five hun

dred thousand pounds for four years, at four per cent., to

be repaid by instalments ; and engaged that the dividends

of the company should not exceed six per cent. until half

the sum was liquidatrd, after which they might raise their

dividend to eight per cent. When the whole loan was dis

charged, the net profits beyond eight per cent. should be ap

plied to the payment of the company's bond debt, until it

was reduced to l,5OO,OOOl. and after that reduction the

surplus should be divided between the public and the com

pany. They farther requested, that they might be discharg

ed, during the remainder df the five yearsb, from the four

hundred thousand pounds, and might have leave to export

their teas, free of duty, to America and foreign countries.

Lord North, admitting the policy of relieving them, propo- which is

std, that one million four hundred thousand pounds should f™tain

be lent to the company, and that their dividends should be condition*,

limited to six per cent. until the repayment of the loan, and

afterwards to seven per cent, until their bond debt should

be reduced to l,5OO,OOOl. Respecting the participation of

profits the minister proposed, that the surplus profits,

above the sum of eight per cent. should pay three-

fourths to the treasury, and the remainder be applied to the

farther reduction of the bond debt, or to discharge future

contingences of the company. In the course of these dis

cussions, the minister contended, that the state had a right

to territorial possessions acquired through conquest by any

of its subjects. Opposition argued, that lands acquired

without the interference of the state, by a company exerci

sing the corporate rights which they had purchased from

the state, could no metre be-long to Great Britain, than the

h See the parliamentary transaetions of 1769, in this volume, p. .IS*.

VOL. I. JNI m m
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advantages ©f any other contract could belong to the gran-

ter after he had made the convention for specified value.

The minister persevered in asserting the right of the state

to the territorial possessions in India, but thought it better

to wave that question for six years longer, soon after which

period the charter would expire. Those who either wish

ed to oppose miriistry, or to support the pretensions of the

India company, chose to consider the state and company as

two independent parties discussing a question of property

according to the law ot England. The minister took a dif

ferent view : he looked on the East India company as a body

which had been incorporated for a certain purpose, but was

now placed in a situation totally different from the intent

of its charters, and as protected in its commercial posses

sion by those charters ; but that its territorial acquisitions

constituted no part of the corporation's rights ; and became

a question of policy, to be determined on the general prin

ciples ot wisdom and prudence, and not of law, to be deci

ded by courts or judicature.

IN conformity to that part of the company's petition

which respected the export of tea, the minister proposed,

that they should be allowed to send it without paying cus

toms wherever they could find a market. One cause of

their diminished return was, the rejection of that commo

dity by the colonies: they had 17,OOO,OOOlbs. on hand

which, by being enabled to sell at a reduced price, they

hoped they could dispose of both in Europe and America.

Lord North further intended, by thus offering the article

to the Americans at a low price, to tempt them to purchase

it in great quantities ; and thus, besides benefiting the com

pany, to add to the impost revenue from the colonies. This

part of his plan led eventually to more important conse

quences, than any of his whole system for regulating the

affairs of the India company.

THE minister proceeded to propose a third bill for the

better management ol the company's affairs ; containing

the first plan framed in the British legislature for govern

ing British India. The scheme was, that the court of

directors should be elected for four years ; six members

annually, but no one to continue in the direction longer

than the four years ; that none should vete at the election
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«f a director, who had not been a proprietor twelve CHAP.

months ; that the qualification of a voter should, instead

of five hundred pounds India stock, be a thousand ; that (7-fl

the mayor's court of Calcutta should be confined to smull

mercantile cases ; that a new court should be establistu-d,

consisting of a chief justice and three puisne judges, who

were to be appointed by the crown, and a superiority was

to be given to the presidency oi Bengal over the other

establishments ot India. In support of this bill ministers

alleged, that the present brief period ot their continuance

in office left the directors no leisure to form and execute

projects of permanent advantage ; that six months was too

short a term ior holding stock as a qualification to vote, as

it did not preclude temporary purchases for that purpose ;

and that 50O1. was not a sufficient interest in the company,

to entitle a proprietor to a vote, in its present extensive

concerns. The mayor's court, composed of merchants and

traders, though competent to its juridical purpose betore

the territorial acquisitions, when the matters submitted

to its decision were solely commercial, was now totally

inadequate to the exercise of the supreme judicature, and

therefore a new court was proposed. The minister did not

profess to expect that these regulations would completely

produce the desired effect ; yet he trusted that they would

operate powerfully towards a general reform, and that the

future vigilance of the legislature, instructed by experi-

«nce, would provide new regulations, suitable to the state

of the various and complicated concerns. The bill was mdjvnm<

long and vigorously opposed in parliament, and strongly *'(',' ||''l*[

deprecated by India proprietors ; not only by the holders liament,

under a thousand pounds stock, who asserted that the Iran-

ehise which they had purchased was confiscated without

delinquency; but by others, who apprehended that thereby

the property of India stock would decrease in value, as so

strong a motive to purchase, or retain, was withdrawn :

however, at length it passed into a law. The committees, ?

beside collecting information to guide and induce delibera

tive amendment, found in the conduct of some of the com

pany's principal servants, grounds lor very severe judicial

inquiries. A direct charge was adduced against those who

had been principally concerned in the deposition of Surajah
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CHAF Dowla. General Burgoyne, chairman of the select com-

Sl miuee, having enumerated the distresses of India, and the

!-.... acts from which, according to the committee, they arose,Inquiry declared that he would prosecute the chief delinquents ; he

•onmJt of therefore moved " that the right honorable Robert lord Clive,

lord Clive. " baron Plassey in the kingdom of Ireland, in consequence" of the powers vested in him in India, had illegally acqui-" red the sum of 234,OOOl. to the dishonour and detriment" of the state.

THE arguments to support this charge, were takea

from the result of the various inquiries, a great part

of which consisted of answers to interrogatories, put to

the accused himself, and other principal actors. Lord

Clive was stated to be the oldest, if not the chief de

linquent, and to have, set an evil example to all the

rest ; unless he were punished, therefore, every other

offender might equitably expect indemnity. Lord Clive

made a very ingenious and dexterous defence ; and

with much art having avoided a close discussion of the

question on its own ground of right or wrong, he pleaded

the thanks of the directors and proprietors on his return

home, and farther the approbation of his sovereign and

country. In certain situations, he said, there was a criti

cal necessity, i,n which the English power and fortune in

Asia depended solely on rapid, well-timed, and extraordi

nary measures; by such efforts he contended that he had

saved India. The presents were ageeable to the general

custom of ihe east ; Meer Jaffier had rewarded all those

who had been instrumental to his success : the acceptance of

such recompense he had never deemed dishonorable, and,

it was well known, he had never concealed. Other mem

bers of the house, beside enlarging on these topics, farther

argued, that his high character and immense fortune,

after having been quietly enjoyed for so many years, ought

not to be endangered by a scrutiny into a remote period ;

and that, moreover, his important services ought to have

screened him from those charges. This species of logic,

that in a case of criminal inquiry, service performed at one

time, may be pleaded as a set-off" against guilt contracted

at another, was strongly controverted by Mr. Thurlow,

who conducted the attack, while Mr. Wedderburne
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headed the defence. A motion being made for censur- CHAP.

ing his conduct, the acuteness of his advocate did not

rest the vindication of lord Clive on a plea of service, ,7-j

which he as fully as Mr. Thurlow admitted to be irrda- l"''t'"-

. . . . gutshcd

tive in a criminal charge, but his chief ground of argument m.Mtiesof

was the nature of the evidence, which arose principally from "j ^'.'("iw

the accused himself, and other leading actors. The testi- ""ll *Vu(1-

i . i I • derburne

monies were given by gentlemen who had no conception th:.t sh.jan

their statements could affect themselves ; and if rendered i,*'.",",*lj*u*

the foundation of a prosecution, they would oblige persons Cii*c.

to be witnesses to their own detriment, than which nothing

cold be more inconsistent with justice, and the judici.il

course of England.' These arguments, strongly impressed

by Mr. Wedderburne, induced the house by a consider

able majority to put an end to the inquiry.

WHILE East India affairs occupied the chief attention War with

of parliament, some occurrences in the West Indies were ,-ibbs.

also brought under its consideration. The islands of St.

Vincent, St. Lucia, and Dominica, had formerly been

deemed neutral, both by the French and the English.

The proprietors of the soil were the Caribbs, bi-ing the

descendants of the aboriginal Indians, with a small inter

mixture from fugitive negroes. The French had made

establishments in these islands, with the consent of the

natives; but had found it necessary, for the secure enjoy

ment and improvement of their new acquisitions, to court

the friendship of the ancient possessors. At the cession

of St. Vincent to England, the Caribbs were not mention

ed ; and when new settlers from Britain undertook to

plant the island, orders were given, that while these Indians

were inoffensive they should not be disturbed. Most of

the French planters sold their estates to British adventu

rers, who became considerable both in numbers and pro

perty; but the most fertile tracts were still in the hands

of the Indians. The new colonists, conceiving that such

valuable possessions would be mueh better improved by

British industry than by Indian indolence, proposed to

government to deprive the natives of the soil fittest for

cultivation, and bestow on them tracts more commodious

e Debrett's Pwliamentarr Debates, for May IT'S-
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,-^L. administration, forseeing no opposition from, the natives,

ir-3 approved the plan. The exchange was offered by the

planters to the Caribbs, but rejected with indignation ;

they had held their lands they said, independent of the

king of France, and would now hold them indepen

dent of the king of Great Britain. The British settlers,

apprehensive of a contest with such inflexible neighbours,

submitted to government, whether it was not expedient,

since the Caribbs would not part with their lands, to trans

port ihein *o the coast of Africa ; and ministers too has

tily agreed to the- scheme. The Caribbs resolved to

resist; and a body of troops, in 1772, was ordered from

North America to reduce them to subjection : but the

rainy season prevented our forces from making progress,

and proved extremely sickly. These hostilities became

the subject of severe animadversion in parliament ; we

had, it was said, unjustly attacked the immemorial rights

of the Caribbs, and unwisely sent out our soldiers at a

season fatal to Europeans who had newly arrived from a

more temperate climate. Motions concerning the cau

ses of the war and the state of the troops, caused long

and ardent debates in parliament ; which, though severally

negatived by great majorities, highly excited the public

attention. Intelligence at length arrived, that major general

Dalrymple and the Caribbs had concluded a peace, in which

they had acknowledged themselves the subjects of Great

Britain, and promised, in their intercourse with the whites,

to be governed by the laws of England ; but in their ow«

territories, and in matters relating to each other, they were

to retain their ancient customs and usages : they agreed

to cede certain districts to the British planters, and

acknowledging that they owed their lands to the king'*

clemency, were allowed to retain all that was necessary

for their population and pursuits.

IN this session, lord Howe presented a petition from

the captains of the navy, praying a small increase of their

halfpay. From the reign of Elizabeth till the year 1715,

as his lordship showed, naval captains received a halfpay

double the amount of that which they received in 1773,

when the value of money was so much diminished. It
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Would be superfluous to employ argumentation 'in de-

monstrating the merit and importance ot that gallant class

of gentlemen, or to prove that the allowance was unsuitable

to their rank in society. From the general attachment of

Britons to the navy, and their conviction that the recom

pense was inadequate to the service, the public earnestly

desired that the wish of the brave veterans should be

accomplished. The minister admitting their claims,

lamented that the situation of the finances did not allow

additional exptnses. The application, however, was so increase of

Tery popular, that a motion was carried in favour of the* ha"Pay w
* ,r ' imial cap-

petition, a suitable address presented to his majesty, and tains.an addition of two shillings a day (amounting in all to six)

made to the halfpay of navy captains.

THE dissenters, notwithstanding the disappointment of Bill in ra

the former year, brought in a bill for the repeal of penal J^JJe^J?*

laws and subscriptions, which, being suppported and oppo

sed by the same arguments as before, was rejected. « rejeeted.

THE ways and means of this session showed the finan- Supplies.

«ial skill of the minister to be neither excellent nor defec

tive. His calculation, indeed, on the reduction of the Reduction

national debt, had proved somewhat erroneous, as no part Son," j'!*-.

of the funded incumbrance was actually liquidated'. Ex

chequer bills to the amount of 1 ,800,0001. were dischar

ged : and the money advanced to the East India company

was not immediately raised, but credit pledged for it in

exchequer bills. The session did not rise till July 1st,

after having lasted nearly eight months.

DURING this winter there was a great scarcity of corn,

especially in Scotland, and tumults ensued : the rioters,

however, by the vigilance of the corn dealers, and the

firmness of the magistrates, were prevented from destruc

tive outrage. On the continent of Europe, the partition- Continem-

ing powers this year continued to be the principal objects ulaffainr-

of observation, while they completed their project of rob

bery, and compelled the unhappy Poles to sanction their

various steps of iniquity and usurpation. As they advan

ced in spoliation, they grew more 'indifferent about even

the semblance of justice; and whenever the Poles offered

any remonstrance, they immediately threatened to over-
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CHAP. whelm them with troops.d A few of the nobility having

Xl' escaped from Warsaw, betook themselves to Cracow, and

i7ra there endeavoured to form a party against the plunderers

Comple- and usurpers; but their attempts were unavailing: the

tion of the ... .... . , , , .

dismem- partitioning powers, having dismembered the best provm-

lt °f ces in Polan'l under pretence of amending its constitution,

confirmed its defects, and perpetuated the principles of

anarch)- and confusion. It would be foreign to this history

to follow those dragooning lawgivers through the detail of

their acts, but they all showed that the object was to ren

der those parts dependent on the partitioning powers

through faction and internal disorder, which it did not at

presmte suit their purpose to'seize by their arms.

RUSSIA was by means so successful against the Turks

this year, as in former campaigns. Elated with her victo

ries, she had refused all reasonable terms of accommoda

tion, expecting that her conquering forces would penetrate

to Constantinople, and that she might dictate the peace in

the enemy's capital. Early in summer, her forces on the

Danube took the field, and after some partial and detached

advantages, the grand army penetrating to the confines of

Romania, found the vizier so strongly posted, that he

coulu prevent the progress of the Russians, without being

compelled to hazard a battle. After various masterly but

ineffectual movements to bring the enemv to a decisive

engagement, Romanz'bw was obliged to recross the

Danube, and at the end of the campaign found himself no

farther advanced than at the beginning. In the Crimea

and the Levant, the Russian operations, much less impor

tant, were equally indecisive : the Turks, indeed, being

now retuught the use of arms, commanded by an able and

skilful general who possessed the confidence of his sol

diers, no longer afforded certain and easy victory-

IT was conceived, that France and Spain were this

ye'ar preparing to take a part in the war against Russia, of

d See the manifestoes of the three several powers, addressed to Poland ;

State Papers, 1773.

e It mat he asked, why did not the confederate invaders usurp the w hole

kingdom oi'l'otand ? Of the reasons of this forbearance, the Annual li. • i-,i r

gives a v*:ry prnhable account. " It would have been a matter of no difficulty to

form new cluim* n/ion as gnnd a foundation as those which they had ai ready

made ; but it would not liavr been so ca.sy to have agreed among theraieLvet as

to lite distribution," Annual Kegister, 17*73, p. 40.
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whose progress and power the house of Bourbon was

jealous. Their armaments not being confined to the ports

on the Mediterranean, and being greater than was necessa

ry to act against the Russians in the Levant and the Archi

pelago, the Baltic was supposed to be one object of their

destination. France was believed to be, through her inti

mate connexion with the king of Sweden, instigating that

prince to a war, which from his lately acquired absolute

power, he could the more readily undertake. The equip

ments of the Bourbon sovereigns, whatever might be

their purpose, necessarily aroused the vigilance of Eng

land ; a powerful fleet was speedily prepared ; and the

ambassadors of Britain at their respective courts announ

ced, that if they interfered in the war between Russia and

Turkey, an English fleet sailing to the Mediterranean.

would frustrate their projects. The king of Spain,

always inimical to this country, appeared disposed to hos

tilities ; but the French king and ministry, desirous as

they might be to check the progress of Russia, were far

from wishing to involve themselves in a war with Britain,

and by their influence at Madrid they prevented a rupture.

In Italy, the pope, who had so strenuously maintained the

cause of the jesuits, and so obstinately endeavoured to

support the customary extortion of his priests, was now

dead. His successor, aware that a bishop of Rome was of

little consequence out of his own diocese, unless support

ed by the power of lay sovereigns, determined to cultivate

the friendship of those princes. To gratify the united

house of Bourbon, he suppressed the jesuits; but allowed

individuals who had belonged to that order, to remain in

his dominions, provided they rendered themselves useful,

without advancing doctrines in support of their late insti

tution, or taking any steps towards its restoration ; and

this was the final blow to the remains of an order the most

celebrated of monkish fraternities. In all the Roman

catholic states, the reduction of ecclesiastical power, begun

with such effect by the house of Bourbon, was become

general ; indeed, plans of this sort were so hastily adopted

and executed, as rather to manifest that they sprung from

imitation than from rational conviction. The exaltation

VOL. I. N n a
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CHAP. of priests far beyond their due rank in society, had been

very long the fashion, so their excessive depression be

came now the mode of catholic courts ; an undue contempt

of ecclesiastics was a favourite sentiment with princes and

ministers in those countries wherein they had very recently

been regarded with undeserved admiration : those notions,

very naturally, in the usual course of human opinion, run

ning into opposite extremes, accelerated the progress of

infidelity ; and. in their remote consequences, precipitated

the downfal of their abettors.America : THOUGH the stubborn republicans of New England

continued to thwart the mother country, the middle andsouthern provinces were peaceably and quietly advancingin population and prosperity. They seemed resolved tocultivate the friendship of Britain, replete with benefit,and which for several vears no measure or occurrence had

tranquil!!- tended to intercept. They appeared well satisfied with

sine trade, the administration of lord North, under which the chief

and pros- objects of their complaints had been redressed. Relieved
pc-ntT. J '

from the greater part of the obnoxious imposts, they gave

themselves little trouble about the reservation of the prin

cipal ; and while their purses were spared, forbore quarrel

ing about metaphysical propositions ; they also discoura

ged the republican agents of their northern neighbours.

Bred in monarchical principles, they did not, like the Bos-

tonians, wish to separate from Great Britain merely

because it was a monarchy ; they were willing to give

allegiance for protection, though afforded by the wearer

of a crown. ,

Britain: AT home, the spirit of licentiousness had subsided;

ami iicen- ^e minister, unassuming and agreeable in hit manners,

anci candid in his opinions, was esteemed able andsuccessr
subside. .-,.,. .... «,. , r • T a•

tul in his administration. His plan tor governing India

greatly increased his own power and patronage, and was

yet pleasing to the country. It was necessary to restrain

by some means the oppression, extortion, and cruelty of

the company's servants ; and the nation conceived the

principles and provisions of his system to be effectual for

that purpose. His new arrangements would, it was supposed,

by preventing the extravagance and depredations of the

company's officers, increase this bountiful source of reve
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nue, and farther diminish the public burdens. The nation CHAP.

was at peace with all the world, and apparently likely to .—v— ,

continue long tojenjoy tranquillity; commerce was increa- ,773

sincr, and conceived to be in a train of very great auc- Increasing

• , i • i1-1i • l™(le aal1
limitation ; and every thing appeared favourable to pn- prosperiu-,

vate and public prosperity. Thus during lord North's J

ministry, his country from being a scene of turbulence and ofiord

discontent, was become tranquil and satisfied; America,

from refusing our manufactures, distressing our com

merce, and being almost in rebellion against our govern

ment and laws, now afforded an advantageous market for

our commodities, enriched our merchants and manufac

turers, employed our shipping, exercised our sailors, and

declared their attachment to our constitution and king.

India, from being the scene of iniquity, was to be adminis

tered with justice. Our receipts, recently unequal to our

annual expenditure, now, without farther burdening the

subject, enabled us to reduce the national debt, and thus

ultimately to lessen the taxes on the people. Such was •the situation and repute of the minister, and such the

opinion and hopes of the people, at the period which the The

, : . . , , . TT . . . . , . ,. ter n

history has now reached ; lord North being in the meridian the zenith

splendor of his administration. oflus&me.

THOUGH the fairness of the prospect was no doubt

exaggerated by sanguine imaginations, yet to discerning

judgment it was by no means unpleasing; tranquillity was

restored at home, and in most of the colonies ; some pro

gress was making in reducing the national debt; trade

was actually increasing, and likely still farther to advance.

The effect of the East India plan, either commercial or

political, could not with any precision be ascertained ; but

by restraining, in some degree, fraudulent and predatory

appropriation of Indian wealth, seemed calculated to

improve the company's finances, and the revenue of Bri

tain. Reflecting politicians saw, that the favourable

change in our affairs could not be all traced to the minis

ter's counsels or measures, but they certainly perceived

that American tranquillity was to be imputed to his pre

positions. In these they discovered a mind more inclined

to conciliation than coercion, and confidently inferred that

lord North would adhere to the soothing policy, of which
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CHAP. they had already 'experienced the salutary effects. Nc

.-^> event or situation had occurred, to exhibit lord North as

1773. a g1"6511 minister ; but there were hitherto no grounds to

question his capacity for successfully conducting the

affairs of his country, in circumstances not more trying

than those which he had yet encountered.
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CHAP. XII.

Object of the minister in his proposition respecting the

export of tea.—Alarm at Boston.—Discovery of the

governor's letters to the English ministry.—News ar

rives in Boston, that ships laden with tea are on their

ivay.—Riots.—Governor's proclamation is disregarded.

—Ships arrive at Boston.—A mob throws the cargo into

the sea—Meeting of Parliament—King's message re

specting the disturbances at Boston, is discussed in par

liament.—Billfor blocking up the port of Boston.—'the

punishment of a whole community for the acts of a part,

is defended by ministers.—The principle and provisions

of the bill are impugned by opposition as unjust and un-

tuise Precedents discussed.—Opposition predict, thatit will drive the colonies to confederate revolt.—The bill

passes into a law.—Mr, Fuller's motion for repealing

the duty on tea.—Mr. Burke's celebrated speech, on

American taxation.—Coercive plan of ministers farther

developed.—Bill for changing the civil government of

Massachusetts.—Bill for changing the administration

of justice therein.—Quebec bill.—Inquiry into the state

of prisons.—Howard.—Supplies.—Literary property

ascertained by a decision of the house of peers.—Session

closes.—Expectations andapprehensionsfrom the coercive

measures of the legislature.

I COME now to a part of the narrative more CHAP.
Yl I

important than any which has hitherto been the subject of .—^^^^

this history. I have to truce the causes and the commence- I773.

ment of a war, which in its progress involved maritime

Europe, and in its operations displayed very frequently all

the strength of the British character, in which, though the

issue proved unfortunate, as the counsels were not rarely

unwise, and the executive conduct not seldom dilatory

and indecisive, yet the contest was on the whole not inglo

rious. The mass of British energy was unimpaired.

Military ardour and enterprise, naval skill, courage, and
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CHAP. ability, manifested themselves in all ranks. If Britain,

x"' having the whole force of her ancient foes and her recent

,773 friends and subjects to combat, did not come off victorious,, yet she was not vanquished ; she indeed lost her colonies,but did not loose her honour.

VARIOUS were the circumstances, both internal and

external, in her cabinet, her senate, her camp, aud the com

bined efforts of her enemies, which tended to depress our

country ; but all did not effect a lasting humiliation. The

national exertions, though far different • in success from

those during which" Pitt had guided her councils, or Marl-borough headed her troops, proved that Britain had not

degenerated. Severely as the effects of the American

war were immediately felt by this country, yet its distant

consequences have been most dreadful to continental Eu

rope, by rapidly accelerating that great revolution which

now overwhelms so large a portion of the civilized world,

and has made the chief abettors of revolt fall into destruc

tion from the principles which that revolt cherished.

Objeet of LORD NORTH, in his proposition for exporting the

te'riiThijr teas o^ tne company without paying duty, had a twofold

proposition object in view : to relieve the company, and to improve the
concerinng J . . r . ', j r L

the export revenue. 1 he Americans, being informed ot the act,

*l te"' viewed it only in the latter light. The associations against

importing tea, were still in existence ; although, except in

Massachusetts bay, little regarded ; and the promulgation

of this scheme revived their spirit in the more moderate

colonies, but in Massachusetts it excited great rage and

alarm. It was foreseen, that if the tea were once intro

duced and landed, it would be impossible to prevent its

sale and consumption, and thus the inhabitants would be

obliged to pay the duty, notwithstanding all tht ir efforts to

Alarm at oppose taxation. As tea had been clandestinely imported

Uoston. eyen to uoston, the dealers, who were very numerous,

were afraid that the trade might be taken out of their

hands, and become entirely dependent on the consignees

of the East India company. These, from the connexion

now subsisting between the company and the administra

tion, were gentlemen who favoured government, and were

of course unpopular in New England.
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THERE was another circumstance also, which rendered CHAP.
"V 11

these colonists more inimical than ever to government,

and consequently more determined to oppose its measures 1773

and misconstrue its intentions. Some years before this Discovery

time, the governor and deputy governor of Massachusetts ^,!j^*?"

had written confidential letters to official persons in Eng- letters to

land, containing a very unfavourable view of the state ot

affairs, and of the temper, dispositions, and designs of the ters-

leaders in that province. They alleged, that a republi

can spirit prevailed there, which would resist the measures

of Britain, however equitable ; that to reduce the inhabi

tants to obedience, coercion was necessary ; and that a

considerable change of the constitution and system of

government was requisite, to ensure the subordination of

the colony; and proposed, that the alteration should be

such as would abridge their liberties. By some means

not yet discovered, doctor Franklin, agent for the pro

vince in England, got the letters into his possession.

Franklin was also deputy postmaster-general for America,

an office which he held from the appointment of the Bri

tish government ; from gratitude, therefore, he might have

been presumed to be attached to his employers. Perhaps

the possessor of the letters might, on this supposition,

have shown them to him, in order to illustrate some opin

ion respecting the conduct of the Americans ; but howso

ever he might have discovered them, it was to be expected

that he, who must have seen their nature and tendency,

would not have published papers which must necessarily

embroil the governor and the colonies. Franklin, never

theless, did make them known, by transmitting them to the

provincial assembly then sitting at Boston. The animo- ,

sity and indignation excited by their perusal were, as the

informer must have foreseen, very violent. The assem

bly sent a deputation to inquire whether the governor

acknowledged the signatures; and the subscription being

owned, they prepared a petition and remonstrance to be

presented to the king, charging the governor with betray

ing his trust by giving partial and false information,

declaring him an enemy to the colony, and praying for his

removal from office. This new source of discord rendered

the Bostonian% more open to other causes. The eon-
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CHAP. signees of the East India company were chiefly of the

i^^s^, family and nearest connexions of the governor and deputy1773. governor, and were thus the more obnoxious to the hatredof the Bostonians.

Newsar- IN the month of November, intelligence was received

Bost'on'of l^at tnree ships laden with tea were on their passage to

the ap- Boston. Tumults, violence, and riot, were excited, to fright-

SjiipsYaden en tne consignees from acting in their intended capacity,

with tea. Some of the company's agents were so intimidated as to

yield to this lawless violence, and to relinquish their appoint

ments, but others resolved to discharge their duty. Com

mittees were appointed in different towns, to which the

constituents delegated much greater powers than justly

and legally they possessed themselves. They authorized

the deputies to inspect the books of merchants, to impose

tests, and to inflict punishment on those who resisted their

tyrannical proceedings. These violent measures were not

confined to the province of Massachusetts, but extended

to the other colonies ; it was, however, at Boston that they

Riots. proceeded to flagrant outrage. There the populace, with

the imperious insolence of a democratical mob, command

ed the agents to relinquish their appointments; but those

gentlemen refused to deviate from engagements whichjus

tice sanctioned, and law authorized ; and the rioters

attacked the houses of the refractory consignees, whom

they obliged to take refuge in Castle William. The

eovernor's governor issued a proclamation, commanding the civil

£rnciama- magistrates to suppress the riots, and protect the peacft-able and well disposed inhabitantsf ; but the proclamation

isilhre- was disregarded and despised, and the sheriff insulted for

•«•"•"•''• attempting to read it at one of the illegal meetings. la

Ship* ar- December 1773, three ships belonging to the company

nve -auh arriveci nt Boston ; and the very day on which they come

to port, one of the first objects that they beheld was a cus

tomhouse officer tarred and feathered by a riotous multi

tude, because he had performed the duties of his office.

The populace manifested so general a spirit of enmity and

revenge against all whom they supposed to be connected

with the importation of tea, that the captains were afraid

fStedtnrVs Hi- »rv of ihs American War, vol i. p. SI.
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to attempt the landing of their cargoes, and offered to CHAP.

return to England, if they could obtain the proper dis

charges from the consignees, the customhouse, and the 1773

governor : but though these officers would not venture to

land the tea, they refused to give the captains a discharge

while their cargoes remained on board, for the delivery of

which they were engaged by the company. A meeting

ol the inhabitants had expressed a determination to send

the cargoes and ships back to England, and applied to the

customhouse for a clearance, and to the governor for leave

for the ships to pass Castle William ; and the refusal of

both being reported, the Americans apprehended that it

was the design of the government officers to land the tea

"privately, which would render it impossible to prevent its

gradual sale, and consequently the taxation, which the Bos-

tonians abhorred. To oppose this, a number of armed A mob

men, in the evening of the 18th of December, disguised as ^|"*tss*'

fndians, boarded the ships, and threw the cargoes into to the sen.

the sea.

BEFORE the news of this outrage arrived in England, 177*-
i- i . iii rn, ii i Meetingot

parliament had assembled. That august body met on the parlia-

13th of January 1774. The principal subjects of the meot

king's speech were, the pacific disposition of other

foreign powers, though the war between Russia and Tur

key still continued ; a general recommendation to employ

our tranquillity from abroad in improving our condition

at home, and especially to prosecute such measures as

Should tend to advance our commerce and revenue. Un

der these heads, he recommended them to pay particular

attention to the gold coin, which was then very much

impaired. On the disputes of America his majesty did

not enter, as no information had yet been received of the

violent proceedings of the colonists during the recess of

parliament. In February, however, intelligence arrived

of the riot in Boston ; and on the 7th of March, a mes- \fessagc of

sage was delivered from his majesty to the house of com- ^.J: ^"'un*

mons bv lord North, purporting, that in consequence of the ti'mtar-
, ' ., .I . , . . , liances at

the unwarrantable practices carried on in America, and u()i.ton;

particularly the outrageous proceedings at the town and

port of Boston, with a view of obstructing the commerce

of this kingdom, and upon grounds and preteni es imme-

VOL. I. O o o
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diicuMcd

ID parlia

ment

CHAP, diately subversive of the constitution, it was thought fit

to lay the whole matter before parliament. The king con

fided as well in their zeal for the maintenance of his

majesty's authority, as in their attachment to the general

interest and welfare ol all his dominions. He trusted that

they would not only enable him effectually to adopt such

measures as might be most likely to put an immediate

stop to these disorders, but would also take into their most

eerious consideration what farther regulations and perma

nent provisions might be necessary to be established for

better securing the execution of the laws, and the just

dependence of the colonies upon the crown and parlia

ment of Great Britain. This message being delivered, a

great number of papers were laid before the house, con

sisting of copies and extracts of letters from the different

magistrates and officers, the votes and resolutions of the

inhabitants of Boston, and many other documents both

authentic and important. An address to his majesty was

proposed, strongly expressing the readiness of parliament

to comply with the requisition of the royal message.

Though this motion was carried without a division, it pro

duced a very general discussion of American affairs, and

of the mode and extent of the inquiries which should

be made. Members of opposition admitted, that Ame

rica was in a very disordered state ; but contended, that

the disturbances arose from one radical cause, taxation ;

and until that was removed, discontent would always con

tinue in the colonies. They ought to inquire into the

conduct of the Americans who had resisted government,

and punish them according to the guilt established by

pn.of. They ought also to examine the system ot vio

lence which had provoked, and of weakness which had

encouraged, their resistance. The house could only sup

port ministers, after investigating their conduct, and find

ing it wise and equitable ; therefore a strict retrospect into

their management was essentially connected with an

inquiry concerning the state of America. If they had

acted prudently, such a review would terminate to their

honour ; but if unwisely, it behoved parliament not to

encourage weakness and ignorance. The retrospect here

proposed was not for a judicial purpose, to have ministers
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tried or punished ; but a deliberative, to direct the con- CHAP.

duct ot the legislature. Ministers warmly opposed this "

twofold consideration of the subject ; and contended, that

the inquiry should be confined to the mere misbehaviour

of the Bostonians. Were it to extend to other subjects,

it would retard a business peculiarly pressing ; and also

encourage'the disaffected colonists, by inducing them io

suppose that there was in the British parliament a dispo

sition to lessen their guilt by throwing blame on the exe

cutive government. The proposed retrospect was there

fore not only unnecessary, but even dangerous : although

ministers did not here prove that, in examining subjects of

deliberative measures, it was better to rest contented with

part of the facts than to scrutinize the whole (and that

was the amount of their argument,8) yet they succeeded

in persuading parliament to confine its attention to the vio

lence and outrages of the Americans, without seeking to

trace the causes. On this imperfect knowledge of facts,

the British legislators proceeded to deliberate on ques

tions involving the preservation or loss of a most valuable

part of the empire. As the grountis of their procedure

were partial, it might have been expected that they would

have investigated the parts which they professed to con

sider, before they passed any laws upon them : it will be

presently seen, in what manner, and to what extent, cog

nizance of the case preceded delivery of judgment. Par

liament agreeing to inquire on the partial system proposed

by government, ministers contended, that two subjects

must be obtained, satisfaction to the East India company

for the loss which they had incurred by the destruction ot the

tea ; and reparation to the honour of Britain, for the insult

which was offered to it in the forcible transgression of its

laws. They vindicated the conduct of the governor, in

not having employed the military force of the castle and

ships of war to prevent the destruction ol the cargoes :

the leading men in Boston had, they alleged, always

remonstrated against the interposition of the army and

navy, and had imputed the past disturbances to their inter-

g See Parliamentary Dcliatoa, Mnroh 1774: mil nfrrrwanl* mi fho Bnstflrj

pnrtbill. '
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CHAP. ference. Mr. Hutchinson manifested great prudence

.^v^*., aml Jiscretion in forbearing an employment of his force,

1774. which would have been irritating to the minds of the peo

ple ; and might well have hoped, that by thus confiding in

their conduct, and trusting to the civil power, he should

' have quieted their tumultuous violence, and preservedthe public peace. The event, however, proved contrary

to his well-grounded expectations ; the disposition and

temper of the Bostonians, freed from the influence of

fear, had been fairly tried, and had fully manifested them

selves ; and their conduct had demonstrated, that it was

impossible for the powers now vested in government to

prevent atrocious outrages. Our commerce, it was now

evident, could no longer be safe in the harbour of Boston ;

and it was absolutely necessary, that some other port

should be found for receiving our merchandise. The

Bill for minister therefore proposed, for the purpose of private

up the nort indemnification and public satisfaction, a bill for shutting up

«f Boston. tne pOrt of Boston, ant| prohibiting the lading or unlading

of all goods or merchandise (except stores for his majesty's

service, and provisions and fuel for the use of the inhabi

tants) at any place within its precincts; from and after the

1st of June, until it should appear to his majesty, that

peace and obedience to the laws were so far restored in

the town of Boston, that trade might again be safely car

ried on, and his majesty's customs be duly collected. In

that case, his majesty might, by proclamation, open the

harbour ; but not even then, until it should appear that

satisfaction had been made to the East India company for

the destruction of their tea, and also to those who had suf

fered by the riots at the time of its arrival at Boston.*i

The pun- LORD NORTH observed during the progress of the

"whole° bill, that to fine communities for their neglect in not pun-

eominuni- ishinff offences committed within their limits, was justified

ty for t[ie . . ri-rti.it i1 •

aets «f a by several precedents. In king Charles the second s time,

Fendul'lf" wnen Dr. Lamb was killed by unknown persons, the city

ministers, of London was fined ; when captain Porteus was violent

ly and illegally put to death by a mob, the city of Edin

burgh was fined and otherwise punished ; and when Mr.

h Stednmn's History of the American War, vol. i. p. 88.
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Campbell's house at Glasgow was pulled down, part of the CHAP.

revenue ot the town was sequestrated to make good the '

damage. Boston, he observed, was much more criminal 1J74

than either of the three cities that he h;id mentioned ; that

town had been upwards of seven years in riot and confu

sion ; and there all the disturbances in America had ori

ginated. By this bill, Boston might certainly suffer; but

she deserved to suffer, and she would suffer far less pun

ishment than her delinquencies merited : the duration of

her punishment was entirely in her own power; whenever

she should make satisfaction for her past injuries, and give

full assurance of her future obedience, his majesty would

doubtless restore her to her former situation, and open her

port. The present was a crisis which demanded vigour ;

for it was necessary to convince America, that Britain

would not suffer her laws, her government, and the rights

of her subjects to be violated with impunity. It might be

alleged (ministers said) that the plan was wise and just,

but that the execution would be difficult; to this they

replied, that though the friends of British authority in

America might suffer a little from their adherence to the

cause, which jwas unpopular among the infatuated Bosto-

nians, aud our merchants might experience some diminu

tion of trade from the determination of malcontents to

refuse British commodities, and from the exclusion of

commerce from this port, the inconvenience of either

would be temporary and short. The present and propo

sed measures would either induce or compel those deluded

men to return to their duty. No military force would be

requisite to carry them into execution, for four or five fri

gates would be sufficient to effectuate our double purpose ;

but even if military force were wanted, it could act effectual

ly without bloodshed. The other colonies, it was expected,

would approve of the proper punishment being inflicted on

those who had disobeyed the laws : but, even were they

to combine with the rioters of Massachusetts' Bay, the

consequences ot this rebellion would real not with us, but

with themselves : we were only answerable that our mea

sures should be just and equitable.

DURING the progress of the bill, petitions were pre

sented, deprecating its acceptance, upon a very plain prin-

*
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XII

Precents

are discus

sed. ciple of jurisprudence, that no man or men can justly be

condemned without being heard ; that the charges against

the Bostonians were adduced on the report of the gover

nor, who was notoriously at variance with that town and

the whole province ; that the proposed measure proceeded

from the accusation of an enemy, on which partial ground

it contained a sentence delivered,' without hearing the

accused party : the outrages committed were not within

the jurisdiction of the city of Boston ; for the harbour

was under the command of the executive power, and the

governor, not the city of Boston, was answerable for a

neglect of authority there. In the alleged precedents of

London and Edinburgh, the cases were totally dissimilar ;

the offences had been committed within the jurisdiction of

those cities, and no judgment had been passed, until the

cause was fully canvassed, after hearing both parties.1

This was the purport of the petitions, one of which, from

natives and inhabitants of North America, was heard, but

1 7/4.

Opposition

contends

that the

bill is un

just and

unwise.

i The following statement, drawn up froin the petition*, and from the reason

ings of members inimical lo the Huston port bill, ainl puWislmd in the periodical

works of llu- tiiner, slious llie absolute inapplieuliilit} of Porteus's noted case to

the riot at Hoston.

PKOCKEDINGS AGAINST

r. i • i -. i u G-H,

Be Ran the 1'nli of February, 17.17,

and ended June '21st, having continued

four i t';.jJi

The provost and inu|riMrut'^ of Edin

burgh, the judges ot Sco«land, and

uiany other witnesses examined at the

liar of the house

Com, .-i and evidence for the magis

trates ami I'ilv fully heard at, the bar.

Two members Sir KdinburRh, fori y-

five for Scotland, in the loner house;

and sixteen in the upper.

Charge—an overt aet of rebellion, and

an atrowious rnunler; pnned on u full

hearing, and by eontpelent evidences.

' i*Yc'nicnt conferences held between

tlie two houses, to eomitare the evi

dence, See.

Punishment—a fine of 'JiMH'l.

I'rooI—journals of the lords and com

mons in 1737, against Edinburgh and

the bill.

BOsTON,

Regan tlie lilh, and ended 51st of

March, 1774, being in all seventeen

days.

Witnesses examined by the privy

council, aud tbeir evidenc

The agent refused a hearing at llic

bar

Not one member for Boston in either

house, nor for all or any part of Aine-

rrea, nor even a voice in eleeting one.

Charge—a riot and trespasses ; no

evidence, and no hearing.

Not one conference.

Punishment—the loss of their port,

»o the injury of the town, at the Inwc«t

rate, 51KI,IKK)I. The restoration of

their port. u"d ihr use of their proper

ty left at the king's mercy ; after they

shall have paid for rotten tea the price

of nound, to the amount of SO.HOOI.

Proof —joupnala ot the lordruiuci com

mons 1774, and the Boston port bill.
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tot regarded ; another, presented by the agent of Massa- CHAP.

chusetts Bay for the inhabitants of Boston, was not recei-

red. The bill was opposed in the house, on the two grounds 177i

of justice and expediency. The arguments on the first

head were nearly the same as those which were employed

by the petitioners, that the whole city of Boston was pun

ished lor an offence not committed within its jurisdiction,

ind without being heard in its own vindication ; it was

besides alleged, that even if the culpability had been

admitted, the punishment far exceeded the crime. Cor

porations, lor neglecting to suppress tumults within their

jurisdiction, had been frequently fined, but never deprived

of the means of industry and trade. The restoration of

their port being rendered dependent upon the king, became

in fact dependent on the king's ministers ; and thus the

1! istouians were placed, without a trial, in a situation in

which they must incur commercial ruin, or comply with

ministerial mandates. Besides, intelligence had arrived,

that tea had been destroyed in most of the other colonies

js well as Massachusetts ; why then make an act of par

liament for punishing a part, until they had examined the

conduct-of the whole ? It was contrary to justice, and the

constitutional rights of British subjects, to be taxed with

out their own conse-nt; and all the disaffection and resis

tance had arisen from taxation, combined with the weak

and wavering systems of ministry. Administration,

aware of the real cause, eagerly stilled inquiry, and called

upon legislature to act upon their assertions and those of

their agents. The law was inexpedient in a commercial

view, as our trade must suffer, and that not by preclusion

from Boston only ; for other colonies were equally inimi

cal to the tea duty as Massachusetts, and had discontinued,

or at least diminished, their trade with Britain. It was

politically hurtful ; as it would irritate and tempt the

colonies to resist, instead of intimidating them to submit ;

in short, it was the offspring of narrow understanding, inca

pable of comprehending the series of consequences which

would and must result from such a law. In various

opinions and sentiments the colonies were divided, buc

on the subject of taxation they were unanimous. Thus

ministers and their supporters were taking the very means



^_2 HISTORY OF THE

CHAP. to drive to a confederacy, provinces, some of which micrht

xl1' have been kept separately, and in the interests o; he

.-.4 mother country ; and the combination would necessarily

Opposition produce a forcible resistance to Britain, which, whatever

that it will should be its ultimate issue, must be pernicious to the con-

drive the tending parties. These reasons, however forcible they
coloinsts to . ... . . . . , ,.

ooirtedera- xvere, had no influence with the majority ot the parliament;

Bmlfpas- the bill was carried through both house.s, and passed into

sedititoa a law, after a discussion of seventeen days.

THE historian who impartially considers this momen

tous law, with all the circumstances from which directly

or indirectly it arose, will allow, that the proceedings of

Massachusetts Bay had for a series of years been dictated

by principles wholly inconsistent with the constitutional

authority of the British government over its subjects ;

that in opposing taxation, they had manifested a clemo-

cratical spirit, not only in declarations and writings, but

by acts of atrocious outrage ; that it was very natural for

ministers to be incensed against the avowers of such doc

trines, and the perpetrators of such deeds : but he will

also observe, on the other hand, that the fluctuation of

mildness and harshness, coercion and indulgence, (the con

ciliatory measures being proposed only after rigorous

experiments had been found ineffectual,) enraged the colo

nists against the mother country for her apprehended inten

tions, without leading them to fear her power. In the

measures which were adopted, in consequence of the riot in

Boston, the historian must discover a violence and precipi

tancy which more obviously displayed the impulse of

anger, than discriminating justice cautiously examining

every circumstance, or expanded wisdom viewing causes,

operations, and their consequences. The impartial reader

must see, that an act of the British parliament, most

important in its judicial operation, but infnit-ly more

momentous in its political efforts, was passed when the

legislative assembly was influenced by passion.

THE Boston port bill being passed, a fleet of four ships

of war was ordered to sail for Boston ; and as a military

force was thought necessary to reduce the inhabitants to

obedience, general Gage, commander in chief in America,

was appointed governor of Massachusetts Bay, in the
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room of Mr. Hutchinson, who had asked leave to return CHAP,

to .England. For the execution of the act, powers were

granted to Gage, by commission under tht» great seal, to lr7i

bestow pardons tor treason and all other crimes, and to

remit fines and forfeitures to offenders whom he should

think proper objects of mercy.

SOON after the enactment of this law, Mr. Rose Ful

ler made a motion for repealing the duty on tea, the only

remaining part of Mr. Charles Townshend's plan of

176", so obnoxious to America. While parliament, he

said, punished the outrages of the licentious and riotous,

it was wise to gratify the well-affected colonists. The

greater number even of those who were most attached to

the mother country was inimical to taxation; the duty

was itself trifling, and its abandonment would be a very

small sacrifice, were it either to preserve or restore tran

quillity to the, provinces. The arguments of most speak

ers on this subject were nearly the same as had been

employed in former discussions. Mr. Edmund Burke, Burke1*

however, delivered a speech on American taxation, which ^!'.'j|'',°n

renders this motion an epoch in the history of philosophi- Ainei-u-mi

...,. „. ... taxation,cal and political eloquence. His ground ot argument was,

EXPEDIENCE PROVED FROM EXPERIENCE. He traced thehistory of the American colonies, and the policy of this

country, from their first settlement to the commencement

of the present reign, demonstrating the advantages of the

former policy. The measures of the king's ministers were,

he said, a deviation from that system; a deviation unjust

both to Britain and her colonies. Having pursued their

history from the beginning to the time at which he spoke,

he divided it into periods, described and characterised each

period, and .the principal actors by whom they were

respectively influenced, with the effects on the welfare of

both the colonies and the parent state ; he deduced from

the whole the following recommendation : " Leave the

" Americans as they anciently stood : tkey and we, and

" their and our ancestors, have been happy under that

" system. Oppose the ancient policy and practice of the

" empire, as a rampart against the speculations of innoiia-

" tions, and they will stand on a manly and sure ground."

In a few lines he marked the prom!nent features of minis-

VOL. I. P p p
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terial policy, with the utmost accuracy of historical truth.

" Never have the servants of the state looked at the whole

" of your complicated interests in one connected view :

" they have taken things by bits and scraps, just as they

" pressed, without regard to their relations and dependen-

" cies : they never had any system, right or wrong, but

" only occasionally invented some miserable tale of the day,

" in order meanly to sneak out of difficulties into which they

" had proudly strutted." Ministers opposed the motion,

because a repeal at such a time would show fluctuation

and inconsistency, which would defeat the good effects of

the vigorous plan that, after too long remissness, was at

last adopted. The motion was negatived. The disposi

tion to carry things to extremities with America was

become very general. As the repeal ot the stamp act was

much condemned, and its authors greatly decried by the

ministerial adherents, they formed the most sanguine

expectations that strong measures would prove ultimately

successful.

THE Boston port bill was only a part of the coercive

plan which administration had now adopted. The civil

' government of Massachusetts Bay was inadequate, minis

ters alleged, to the suppression of tumults and the preserva

tion of the peace. To remedy this defect, an act was

passed, which should deprive the lower house of assem

bly in Massachusetts Bay of the privilege of electing the

members of the council, and vest that privilege in the

crown ; authorize the king, or his substitute the governor,

to appoint the judges, magistrates, and sheriffs, and

empower the sheriffs to summon and return juries; and,

for the prevention of factious assemblies, prohibit town

meetings from being called by the select men, unless with

the consent of the governor.k In support of the bill, it

was alleged, that the force of the civil power consists in

the posse comitatis, but the posse are the very people who

commit the riots. If the democratic part disregarded the

laws, how were they to be enforced by the governor ? He

could neither appoint nor remove magistrates ; that power

was vested in the council, the members of which were

Coercive

plan of

ministers

lurthcr de

Teloped.

Bill for

chu.il^ng

the civil

govern

ment of

Massachu

setts.

k Stcdman's History, vol. i. p. 89.
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dependent upon the people. The civil magistrate caught CHAP.

the tone and sentiments of the people among whom he

lived ; from them he ultimately derived his appointment ; i7.^and, though the military forces were ever so numerous

and active, they could not move to support magistracy, as

no magistrate could call upon them for assistance. It was

therefore necessary to alter the executive and judicial

powers of the Massachusetts government, and to form

them upon the model of the royal governments in the

more southern colonies. It was objected to the bill, that

it was an arbitrary and dangerous measure to take away

the civil constitution of a whole people secured by a char

ter, the validity of which was not so much as questioned

at law, upon loose allegations of delinquencies and defects,

without evidence to show the necessity of such an act.

The pretence of annulling the charter to strengthen,

government, could not stand the test of examination ; for the

colonies, already regulated in the manner proposed by the

bill, were no less inimical to taxation, than Massachusetts

Bay. The part of the act which affected juries, was fra

med, without any pretence of abuse ; and the case of captain

Preston was in itself sufficient to show, that juries could act

justly even at the expense ofpopularity. The cause ofthe dis

turbances was not the system of polity ; it was the imposition

of taxes which had rendered the people dissatisfied, as well

in the royal governments as in the other ; and no remedy

would be efficient, without the removal of the cause.

This act had a quite contrary tendency ; instead of giving

strength to government, it was calculated to annihilate the

remains of British authority in the colonies. A petition,

was presented by Mr. Bollan, the agent of Massachusetts

Bay province, praying that the bill might not pass until

advice should arrive from the colony, and that they might

be heard in their own defence by counsel, before their con

stitution, which had been confirmed by the most solemn

charters, was subverted. In the conclusion they made a

very strong and pathetic entreaty to- the house to consider,

" that the restraints which such acts of severity impose,

" are ever attended with the most dangerous hatred; in a

" distress of mind which cannot be described, the peti-

" tiowers conjure the house not to convert that zeal and
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CHAP. " affection which has hitherto united every American

" hand and heart in the interests of England, into pas-

. . " sions the most painful and pernicious ; they most ear-

" nestly beseech the house not to attempt reducing them

" to a state of slavery, which the English principles of

" liberty that they inherit from their mother-country will

" render worse than death ; and that the house will not,

" by passing these bills, reduce their countrymen to the

" most abject state of misery and humiliation, or drive

" them to the last resources of despair." After a very

warm debate, the bill was passed by a great majority, on

the 22d of May 1774, in the house of commons; and

nine days after, the same arguments being repeated, it

passed in the house of peers.Bill for LORD NORTH now prepared a third bill, " for the im-

fhe'jufmiu " p'llrtia^ administration of justice in the cases of persons

istnitioa of" questioned for any acts done by them in the execution of

therein. " tne law >' or f°r tne suppression of riots and tumults in

" the province of Massachusetts Bay in New England."

According to the bill, the governor was empowered, if he

found that any person indicted for murder, or some other

capital offence, incurred in suppressing tumults and riots,

should not be likely to have lair trial in the province, to

send them to any other colony, or to Great Britain. This

bill, the minister alleged, was necessary to give effect 'to

the two others ; it was in vain, he said, to appoint a

magistracy that would act, if none could be found hardy

enough to put their orders into execution. These orders

would most probablv be resisted, and this resistance would

render force necessary to execute the laws ; in this

case, blood would probably be spilt. Who, said lord

North, would risk this event, though in the execution of

his clearest duty, if the rioters themselves, or their abet

tors', were to sit as the judges? How can any man defend

himself, on the plea of executing your laws, before those

persons who deny your right to make any law to bind

themselves ? He further alleged, that such an act was not

without precedent; smugglers apprehended for offences

committed on the coast of Sussex, had been made triable in

the county of Middlesex, and the Scotch rebels in Eng

land. The proposed act did not tend to establish a mili-
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tary, but a civil, government ; it gave to the province a CHAP.

council, magistrates, and justices, when in fact they had

none before ; it did not screen guilt, but protected inno- 177^ .

cence : we must show the Americans, that we would no

longer quietly submit to their insults, and that, when rou

sed, our measures, without being cruel and vindictive,

were necessary and efficacious. This act would complete

his legislative plan ; the rest depended upon vigilance and

vigour in the executive government, which his lordship

promised should not be wanting. The four regiments

usually stationed over America, had all been ordered to

Boston, and prosecutions had been directed against the

ringleaders in sedition ; he made no doubt that, by the

steady execution of the measures now adopted, obedience

and the blessings of peace would be restored ; and the

event, he predicted, woitld be advantageous and happy to

this country. This bill was opposed with no less vehe

mence and force than the two preceding laws : the mem

bers in opposition denied its alleged foundation, that it

would tend to the impartial administration of justice ; if

a party spirit against the authority of Great Britain would

condemn an active officer there as a murderer, the same

party spirit for the authority of Great Britain might here

acquit a murderer as a zealous performer of his duty ; but the

fact was, that though by the bill the people were precluded

from the exercise of their rights, no abuse had been proved, or

even attempted to be proved : there was no evidence that

justice had not been impartially administered by the tribunals

established ; on the contrary, the instances (colonel Barre

observed) which had happened, were direct confutations

of such charges. The case of captain Preston was recent ;

this officer and some soldiers had been indicted at Boston

for murder, in killing some persons during the suppression

of a riot; they were fairly tried, and iully acquitted. It

was an American jury, a New England jury, a Boston

jury, which tried and acquitted the accused. Captain

Preston had, under his hand, publicly declared, that the

inhabitants of the very town where their fellow citizens

had been slain, acquitted himself. This was the very case

which the act supposed. The precedents attempted to be

drawn from trials for smuggling, it was contended, were,
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CHAP. like those adduced to support the former bills, totally inap-

Xl1- plicable. It was not difficult for either a prosecutor or a de-fendant in Sussex, to attend the trial in Middlesex ; but the

act now proposed was a virtual indemnity for all murders

^ and capital offences committed in the alleged' execution of

the laws. The distance was so great, and the expenses

would be so heavy, that scarcely any man would undertake

to be a prosecutor, even though his near relation were

murdered. Ministers were proceeding on the partial in

formation of interested partisans, and upon their misre

presentations had framed the most destructive laws ; the

consequence of this act would be, the establishment of a

military government, replete with the most lawless vio

lence. The people had been long complaining of oppres

sion ; and now, that so many troops were ordered to Bos

ton, they would consider them as the instruments of farther

tyranny, which there were no longer efficient courts of law

to restrain. The soldiers, it was said, unawed by the civil

power, and prepossessed with an idea that the people were

rebellious, would, in spite of the vigilance of their officers,

be guilty of such violence as would rouse its objects to

resistance ; and the consequence would be open rebellion.

"You are (said colonel Barre, in an eloquent and impres-

" sive peroration) urging this desperate, this destructive

" issue ; you are urging it with such violence, and by mea-

" sures tending so manifestly to that fatal point, that, though

"a state of madness only could inspire such an intention, it

" would appear to be your deliberate 'purpose. You have

"changed your ground ; you are becoming the aggressors,

" and are offering the last of human outrages to the people

" of America, by subjecting them in effect to military execu

tion. I know the vast superiority of your disciplined

"troops over the provincials: but beware how you supply

"the want of discipline by desperation. Instead of offering

" them the olive- branch, you have sent the naked sword ;

"by the olive branch, I mean a repeal of all the late laws,

" fruitless to you and oppressive to the colonies. Ask their

"aid in a constitutional manner, and they will give it to the

"utmost of their ability ; they never yet refused it when

" properly called upon ; your journals bear recorded ac

knowledgments of the zeal with which they have contri-
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" buted to the general necessity of the state : they might be CHAP.

"flattered into any thing, but are not to be driven. Have x"-

"some indulgence to your own likeness ; respect their stur-

"dy English virtue; retract your odious exertions of autho-

" rityj and remember,that the first step towards making them

" contribute to your wants, is to reconcile them to your gov-

" eminent." Mr. Rose Fuller, venerable for his years and

parliamentary experience, and for independence of charac

ter, by no means uniformly an opponent to government,

and indeed belonging to no party, ended a long speech

against this bill with the following words : "I will now

" take my leave of the whole plan : you will commence their

" ruin from this day. I am sorry to say, that not only the

"house has fallen into this error, but the people approve of

"the measure. The people, I am sorry to say it, are misled ;

"but a short time will prove the evil tendency of this bill. '

" If ever there was a nation running headlong to its des-

"truction, it is this." Whatever reasons could be urged

against the bill, the votes for it were very numerous, and

itpassed the house of commons by a great majority. No

less strength of argument was exerted in opposition to

this measure in the house of lords ; and though from the

ample discussion which it had undergone among the com

mons, little novelty of reasoning could be expected from

either side, yet one new consideration was urged against

it by the opposing lords. The means adopted, it was

alleged, for retaining the colonies in obedience by an army

rendered independent of the ordinary course of law in the

place where they were employed, would prove the ruin

of the nation, by extending that instrument of arbitrary

power. Strong protests were framed against the three

several bills. The protesting lords were chiefly those of

the Rockingham part of opposition ; lord Chatham was

himself confined by illness : neither his name, those of

earls Temple or Shelburne, of lord Camden, or any other

of his particular friends, are found in the lists of the dis

sentients. In the house' of commons, the two divisions

of anti- ministerial senators spoke strenuously against the

series of coercive acts. The orations on these questions

displayed distinguished ability on both sides, but the most

iranscendent genius on the side of opposition. Ucsides
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Quebec

bill.

Mr. Burke, that party now possessed Mr. Charles Fox,

whose powers far surpassed those of the most brilliant

and illustrious commoners that were ranged on the side

of administration. This extraordinary man, with his

mind fast approaching to maturity, on being abruptly dis

missed from his office of a lord of the admiralty, had

turned his strength against the minister, and proved the

most formidable adversary that he ever encountered

while at the head of affairs. From the nature of the sub

jects, a great portion of the speeches on the three bills

being intended to demonstrate their probable effects either

good or bad, was prophetic. On comparing the predic

tions of ministry and of opposition with the actual course

of events, the comprehensive reader must see that the

great part of what the ministers advanced proved false,

and of what opposition advanced proved true. Ministers

were, indeed, beyond all question extremely deficient in

information. They had by no means employed sufficient

pains to procure an adequate knowledge of facts ; but

liprmed their judgment and plans from imperfect mate

rials. Opposition especially governor Pownall, governor

Johnstone, and far beyond all, Mr. Burke, acquired so

extensive an acquaintance with ..the state, sentiments, options, and characters of the respective colonies, as afforded

light both to themselves and the rest of the party. Oppo

sition, indeed, was anxious to open, and ministers to shut,

all avenues to knowledge concerning North America, the

most important subject of their counsels and plans.

THE session was now drawing near the usual season of

recess, and many of the members, thinking that no business

of importance would be laid before parliament previously

to its prorogation, had retired into the country. They

were, however, mistaken in their opinion ; the plan of gov

ernment respecting America was not vet complete. In the

beginning of June, a bill was brought into the house, for the

administration of the province of Quebec. 'i'he profes

sed objects of the proposed arrangements were, to ascer

tain the limits of that province, which extended far .beyond

what had been settled as such by the king's proclamation

of 1763; to secure to the inhabitants the free exercise of

their leligion, and to the Roman catholic clergy those rights.
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which were agreeable to the articles of capitulation at the CHAP.

time of the surrender of the province ; to restore their y^^i^,

ancient laws in civil cases without a trial by jury, •as being i;7.|

mor'-- acceptable to the French Canadians than the English

laws with the trial by jury; and to establish a council, hol

ding ilieir commissions from and at the pleasure of the king,

who vverc to exercise all the powers of legislation, that of im

posing taxes only excepted. Such a council, composed prin

cipally of the Canadian noblesse it was supposed, would be

more agreeable to the bulk of the people, than a house of

representatives.

IN favour of this law, it was argued, that political estab- \rgu-

lishments ought to be adapted to the sentiments, opinions, "

manners, anil habits of those for whom they were formed.

The French, who constituted a great majority of the inhabi

tants of Canada, having been accustomed to an absolute

government, neither valued nor understood a free consti

tution. The Canadian French abhorred the idea of a popu

lar representation, from observing the mischiefs that it pro

duced in the colonies adjoining their country. They were

not yet ripe for a British constitution; their landed pro

perty had been all granted, and their family settlements

made, on the ideas of French law ; as for the laws concern

ing contracts and personal property, they were nearly the

same in France as in England, Having been wholly un

used to trial by jury,*they disliked it as an innovation ; and

the treaty of Paris had secured to the French Canadians

the free exercise of their religion, as far as was consistent

with the laws of England. Our acts concerning popery,

it was asserted, did not, like the king's supremacy, extend

beyond the kingdom ; the Roman catholic Canadians were

obliged to give a proof of their allegiance ; and an oath

was prescribed as a test against papal claims, incompatible

with the duty of subjects. By securing their tithes to the

popish clergy, the act did no more than restore them to

the situation which they held at the conquest ; subject how*

ver, to the disadvantage, that no person professing the pro-

testant religion was to contribute any thing to their support.

The extension of the province beyond the limits described

in the proclamation, was justified by ihe plea, that several

French families were settled in remote parts of the countrv,

VOL. I. Q q q
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The bill is

beyond the former districts, and an entire colony was estab

lished among the Illinois Indians.

THE arguments against the bill were reducible to two

heads; the incongruity and danger of an arbitrary govern

ment, established by the British legislature in any part of

the empire, and the establishment of the Roman catholic

religion. The measure was said to be an experiment of

absolute power tried in one colony, in order to extend by

degrees that mode of ruling to all the others. The

immense enlargement of the boundaries of Canada was

alleged to be for the same purpose, to have a powerful in

strument for subjugating the colonies. The proposed anni

hilation of the popular assembly was attributed to the

dislike which ministry entertained for the rights of the

people. The great security of liberty consisted in the power

of having civil actions tried by a jury, as in cases of arbi

trary imprisonments, and many other violations of the

rights of subjects. This had always been the mode of seek

ing redress; and the English laws would be greatly aggrie

ved in being subjected to French customs, and French

forms of trial. On the subject of religion, it was contend

ed, that the capitulation had only provided that the Ro

man catholic faith should be tolerated. This privilege,

opposition was willing to allow them in the fullest extent ;

but by .the proposed bill, they said, instead of being tole

rated, it was established. The people of Canada had

hitherto been happy under toleration, and looked for noth

ing farther. By this establishment, said they, the protes-

tant religion enjoys at least no more than a toleration; for

the popish clergy have a legal parliamentary right to a

maintenance, while the protestant clergy are left at

the king's discretion. Various amendments were pro

posed in the house of commons, and several changes

took place ; but the ground work continued the same.

A petition was presented by the city of London to

the king, praying him to withhold the royal assent :

as the bill regarded religion, a very great popular clamour

was excited, and an apprehension of popery revived. It

went through the houses, however, with a very great majo

rity, and was, on the 22d of June, passed into a law.

ALTHOUGH America occupied, during this most memo

rable session, the principal attention of parliament, several
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ether affairs of considerable importance came before the

houses. The diminution of the gold coin had been long a

subject of general complaint. In the close of the session

of 1773, it had been brought before parliament ; and an

act was passed on the last day of the session, to prevent

the counterfeiting or diminishing the gold coin of the Gold coiii,

kingdom. By the law, the loss on the diminished gold,

amounting to a very large sum, fell upon the immediate

possessors, and thereby principally affected the great mo

ney holders or bankers. During the recess its operation

had been severely felt, and the more especially as the com

mercial world had not yet recovered from the distresses

occasioned by the failures of the former year. Tlie law

had become very unpopular at the commencement of the

session of 1774 ; and several strictures were passed on the

gold coin act, which was affirmed to be highly oppressive

and injurious to individuals. Bankers had received coin

according to its nominal value, on the public faith, and

under the sanction of government. It was very unjust

that a particular body of men should be obliged to make'

good to the public a loss sustained through the iniquity of

others, and the culpable negligence of the police in not res

training such criminal and pernicious practices. The

lateness of the season at which the law was proposed,

when many members had left town, and the hurry with

which it had been carried through the houses, so as to

afford no time for examining its nature and tendency, also

underwent severe animadversion. It was answered by the

minister, that the evil had been so urgent as not to admit

of any delay, and that it was necessary to be remedied,

even late as it was in the session. He denied that it was

unjust ; for the loss, he contended, had fallen on those

who had been gainers by the situation which occasioned it,

and who had always profited by • the public money. A

committee, however, was appointed to take into considera

tion the state of the gold coin, and in consequence oftheir

report, weights were established, under the direction of

the officers of the mint, a conformity to which was neces

sary to constitute a current gold coin, and a recoinage

took place agreeably to that standard. The effect of these

regulations was, that no person could be defrauded in the
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CHAP. receipt of gold coin, except by his own negligence in not

^"^"^ weighing the proffered money, and this was a very material

1774 reform in the great medium of commerce,

inquiry in- DURING this session, a committee having been appointed

to the state ...... , • i • i i

oftim |iri- for inquiring into abuses practised m gaols, among other

wT' Uuw" gentlemen examined was Mr. Howard, sheriff of Bedford,

a man of exquisite philanthropy, who, it was found, had

/ visited those mansions of misery through the greater partof England at a very heavy expense, and with a continual

risk of his life, in order to devise and administer relief.

From the reports delivered by him to the house, several

improvements were immediately suggested, and many

more were ultimately devised, which have since tended ,

so powerfully to mitigate human wretchedness. The

thanks of the house were unanimously returned to the be

nevolent man who had inspected such scenes of distress,

for the purpose of alleviation j and the various inquiries

which arose from the efforts of Mr. Howard, tended not

only to soften the evils of poverty, but to diminish conco

mitant evils, and to prevent the frequency of infectious

distempers, which were before so prevalent, from the

squalid and noxious atmosphere of mismanaged gaols.

Libels.- SOME proceedings on an inclosure bill gave rise to a

libel, which was severely prosecuted by the commons.

Several petitions, it seems, had been presented against the

inclosure in question ; and the attention bestowed upon

these by the speaker, had not satisfied the advocates of the

bill. A most virulent letter was immediately printed in

the Public Advertiser, charging sir Fletcher Norton Svith

gross partiality. The commons not only acquitted their

speaker of the accusation, but voted the letter a false,

scandalous, and malicious libel, contrary to all law and

justice, and an optn violation of their privileges. The

printer being summoned, threw himself upon the mercy

of the houstr. He declared that he had received the let

ter from Mr. Home ; that it had been published in the

hurry of business ; and, as he had never before offended

the house, he expressed his hopes for its compassion. On

inquiry it was found, that Mr. Home was the reverend

Mr. John Horne, clergyman of Brentford. It was moved,

that Mr. Woodfall, the printer should be committed to
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the custody of the Serjeant at arms ; and Mr. Charles CHAP.

Fox, ardent in enmity to the licentiousness of the press, xl1'

friendly as he has ever shown himself to its liberty, pro- 17-j

posed that Newgate should be the scene of confinement :

the more gentle motion, however, was carried. Mr.

Home was next summoned, but eluded the order, by pre

tending not to consider himself as the person to whom it

was addressed. The next day being taken into custody,

Mr. Home pleaded not guilt}'. The only evidence against

him being Mr. Woodfall, who was thought to be incom

petent because he was himself in custody and a party, Mr.

Home was discharged. Mr. Fox the same day com

plained of a letter in the Morning Chronicle, as a libel on

the constitution and the royal family ; and, at his instance,

directions were given for prosecuting the printer.

THE supplies proposed for this year caused great Supplies.

debates : opposition alleged, that the number of forces,

twenty thousand for the fleet, and eighteen thousand for

the army, was greater than a peace establishment required,

and the expenses being in several articles, and upon the

whole, higher than usual, produced loud complaint and

severe censure from opposition. The minister admitted

the expenditure to be great, but insisted that it arose from

circumstances which he could not prevent, anil, for the

future, he was confident he would be able to lessen the

expenditure.

• Tun house of lords this session, in its judicial capa- Uterarr

city, determined the great question of literary property, as™!^,^

which was brought before them by an appeal from a decree hyadeci-
_?, . • . . .. . , non of the

in chancery. I he present age, in this country, favourable i,,mst. of

to every species of meritorious and beneficial industry, P"""*'

has been peculiarly advantageous to literary ability. In

former times, when the circulation of learned productions

was confined, and the number of readers small, genius.

often lay buried in obscurity, and merit was not sufficient,

without a fortunate coincidence of circumstances, to ensure

protection and support : tbe most successful adventures

could receive no other recompense than the patronage of

the great, and at best could only enjoy a precarious and

irksome dependence. Since the art of printing has render

ed the multiplication of copies easy, and the progress of

science and erudition has introduced a taste for reading
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CHAP, among numerous classes of people, authors have had It in

x l• their power to repay themselves for their labours, without

the humiliating idea of receiving a donative. But the

degree in which they were to reap this benefit, depended

on the security and-the duration of their literary property.

The protection afforded by the laws of the country to this

species of labour, is not only important to the author, but

also to the public; for literary works, like all others, will

be undertaken and pursued with greater spirit, when, to

the motives of public utility and fame, is added the

inducement of. private emolument.

THE occasion which brought this question before the

public was as follows : certain booksellers had supposed,

that an author possessed by common law an exclusive

right forever to the publication of his own works, and

consequently could transfer that right. On this supposi

tion, some of them had purchased copy-rights, and had

prosecuted others who published the same books, as inva

ders of an exclusive right which they had acquired by

purchase. A decree of chancery had been obtained in

favour of Mr. Becket, a prosecutor on these grounds,

against Messrs. Donaldsons, as pirates, in having publish

ed a work belonging to Mr. Becket. The defendants had

appealed to the house of peers ; and the question rested

principally on three points: 1st. Whether the author of a

book, or literary composition, has a common law right to

the sole and exclusive publication of such book, or literary

composition ? 2d, Whether an action for a violation of

common law right, will lie against those persons who pub

lish the book or literary composition of an author without

his consent? and, 3d, How far the statute of the 8th of

queen Anne aiFccts the supposition of a common law

right? Under the first head, it was contended by the ad-

. vocates of perpetual literary property, that this right was

founded in the general principle by which every man is

entitled to the fruits of his own labour. Whoever by the

exertion of his rational powers has produced an original

work, appears to have a clear right to dispose of the iden

tical work as he pleases ; and any attempt to vary the

disposition, seems an invasion of that right. The iden

tity of a literary composition consists entirely in the senti

ment and language : the same conceptions, clothed in the
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game words, must necessarily be the same composition ; CHAP.

and whatever method be taken of exhibiting that compo-

sition to the ear or the eye of another, by recital, by writ- 177i

in,j, or by printing, in any number of copies, or at any

p.-riod of time, 'it is always the identical work of the au

thor which is so exhibited. On these grounds of natural

justice it was contended, that common law respecting lite

rary property was founded, and by that common law the

right of an author or his assignee was perpetual. A statute

of queen Anne had declared an author and his assigns to

have a right to a work for fourteen years, and for fourteen

years more if the author should so long live. Certain

judges, among whom was lord Kaimes in the court of ses

sion,1 and Yates"i in London, denied that ever such a right

existed at common law. This opinion they founded on

the following allegations : that a literary composition is in

the sole dominion of the author while it is in manuscript ;

the manuscript is the object only of his own labour, and is

capable of a sole right of possession ; but this is not the

case with respect to his ideas. No possession can be taken,

or any act of occupancy asserted, on mere ideas. If an

author have a property in his ideas, it must be from the

time when they occur to him ; therefore, if another man

should afterwards have the same idefts, he must not pre

sume to publish them, becfluse they were preoccupied, and

become private property. Lord Mansfield showed the

fallacy of the maxim, that nothing but corporeal substance

can be an object of property ; reputation, though no cor

poreal substance, was property, and a violation thereof was

entitled to damages. Every man's ideas are doubtless his

own, and not the less so because another person may have

happened to fall into the. same train of thinking with him

self: but this is not the property which an author claims;

it is a property in his literary composition, the identity of

which consists in the same thoughts, ranged in the same

order, and expressed in the same words. This illustrious

judge conceived a common law right to the copy of his

work to be vested in an author and his assigns originally,

I On a different ease, nut the same general principle, and in which l)onalil-

TOn was also defendant, a little before the decree nf chancery.

m In the cnse of Andrew Millar plaintiff, charging Roliert Taylor defend

ant, with publishing and selling eopifi of Thomwirt Seasons, of which Millar

alleged himself to Ixi sole proprietor.
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CHAP. and still to exist, notwithstanding the statute of queen

^y^L, Anne. It was agreeable to the principle's of right and

177-1 wrong, convenience and policy, and therefore to the com

mon law. The court of chancery, proceeding upon its con

ception of moral justice and general equity, had uniformly-

decreed that this, like every other species of property, was

perpetual to the original acquirer, his heirs, assigns, or

others to whom it might be transferred by gift, sale, or

any other means of transmission. Lord Camden did not

contest the conformity to natural justice of either lord

Mansfield's principle or the chancery decrees, nor under-

dertake to prove that there was any reason in the natufe of

literary productions for rendering the property of these less

durable than that of other fruits of labour, but confined

himself to what he apprehended to be the written law of the

land. The statute of queen Anne, he affirmed, took aVay

any right at common law for an author's multiplying co

pies exclusively forever, if such right ever existed.

THE house of peers concurred in his opinion, the

decree was reversed, and thenceforth literary properly de

pends on the statute of the 8th of queen Anne, which

secures to the author or his assigns an exclusive property

for fourteen years, and fourteen years after the expiration

of that period if he so long live ; but, on the expiration of

the one or both of these terms* ordains the copy right to

be at an end.

ON the 22d of June, was concluded a session of parlia

ment, as important as any that had occured since the revo

lution. Changes of great magnitude had been effected in

certain colonies, which placed them on a footing totally

different from the other British dominions. Civil and

political right had been annihilated, and arbitrary power

had been established over a considerable part of North

America. From thftse measures^ ministers and their sup

porters, both in and out of parliament, entertained the

most sanguine expectations that submission would be im

mediate, and that complete obedience and tranquillity

would be established with permanent security; while, on

the other hand, their opponents apprehended, from the s} s.-

um which they were pursuing, more bitter discontent,

and more obstinate resistance, than any that had been

exhibited in the former dissensions.
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CHAP. XIII.

Continental affairs.—Progress and conclusion of the -war

between Russia and Turkey—terms of peace—motives

of Catharine.—Poland.—Views of Prussia and Austria.

—France.—Death of Lewis XV.—character,—tool of

his favourites, he did not discern the commencing chan

ges of public opinion.—Promising beginnings of Lewis

XVI.—Spain deprives the inquisition of its most terrible

powers.—America.—Effects of the Boston port bill-

ferment through the Provinces—communicates to other

colonies.—Resolutions of the provincial assemblies—ge

neral concert proposed—solemn league and covenant.-* ,

A general congress meets at Philadelphia—approves of

the conduct of Massachusetts, and promises support-~-

declares principles and object of association.—Declara

tion of rights—ofgrievances, ^and proposed redress.-*-

Petition to the king.—Address to the people of Britain.

—Of Canada.—Remonstrance to general Gage.—Ad

dress to the colonies.—Meeting breaks up.—General spi

rit ofthe colonial proceedings.—Military preparations.—

Massachusetts Bay the great hinge ofpeace and war—

contention -with the governor—-forms a provincial con

gress, which assumes the supreme power.

IN continental Europe, the Russians and Turks CHAP,

still continuing their bloody war, occupied the chief atten- Xl"

tion of their neighbours. Vigorous preparations were made ^^IJ**on both sides ; Catharine, from the superiority which Continen-

she had manifested during the greater part of the war, ex- ul atla"*-

pected that success must ultimately attend her armies

when powerfully reinforced ; while the Turks, elated

with the advantage of the preceding campaign, and farther

encouraged by the success of the rebellion in the eastern

and southern provinces of Russia under Pugatcheff, hoped

by military -exertions to regain whnt they had lost. Tht

Vol. I R r r
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,CHAP. Porte excited the Tartars to join the Russian rebels, in
Y ' ' f J

(^_v-' order to increase the disturbances of Russia on that side,

,774 while the Turkish force should be concentrated against

Progress their main army on the Danube. In the beginning of

uidconclu- . . , , , r , •»» , • i

«km °1 (he this year, the death ot the emperor Mustapha produced a

tweenRui- cnange )n tne disposition and conduct of the army. Con-

«'• ' sidering his son Slim, then in the thirteenth year of his

ur By' age, as too young to sustain the reins of government in

so critical a situation of affairs, he appointed his brother

Abdulhamet to succeed him on the throne. Some of the

Janizaries were dissatisfied with the succession of the late

sultan's brother, wishing Selim to be placed immediately

on his father's throne ; and, as these troops influenced the

whole Turkish army, their dissensions created parties

among the rest of the forces. A very great army, how

ever, was levied, consisting (when they arrived at the

Danube) of two hundred thousand men. Marshal Ro-

manzow was posted on the other side of the river with

about eighty thousand soldiers. After a considerable op

position, Romanzow crossed the river, and Bulgaria again

became the scene of war. A severe engagement took

place between general Satioff at the head of a detachment

of Russians, and a body of Turks, in which the former

with much difficulty kept the field. On the 20th of June,

generals Kaminshi and Suwarrow encountered the Reis

EffUndi, who was at the head of forty thousand men ; but

both the cavalry and infantry of the Turks deserted their

colours and camp, without striking a blow. From this

time the Ottomans were in every quarter seized with a

dismay that made them absolutely refuse to face the enemy ;

and, in fine, they mutinied against their own leaders.

They plundered the baggage, robbed and murdered their

officers, disbanded themselves, and pillaged their own

country all the way to Constantinople. The grand camp

under the vizier was deserted, and his immense army

crumbled away to an inconsiderable number. Marshal

Romanzoff, not failing to take advantage of this dreadful

situation of the enemy, cut off all communication between

them, their magazines, and the capital. The Turkish

leaders had now no alternative, but to sue for peace on

such terms as the conqueror should dictate. The condi
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tions were, the cession of Asoph, Kinbrun, and Janikala CHAP,

to the Russians ; the free navigation of the Propontis, ' ''*'

Euxine, and Archipelago ; the independence of the Crimea; ,m

and the sum of 4,5OO,OOO rubles", as an indemnification

for the expense of the war. So moderate were these Terms of

terms, that they were little more than what Russia had i"-'"ce-

demanded while the Turkish armies were entire. Did we

consider Russia merely in relation to her enemy, we might

be surprised that she did not impose harder conditions on

a foe that had given her great disturbance, had actually

been the aggressor, and was now at her mercy ; but, on

viewing her situation, both internally and relatively to

other powers, we must be convinced that she was guided

by sound policy. There were two powerful parties at the

court of Petersburg, one headed by count Panin, and the

other by count Orloff : the former had recommended

peace on moderate terms ; the latter, the continuance of

the war, unless the enemy yielded to the conditions which

Russia chose to dictate. Catharine, who found it her in- Motives of

terest to observe a neutrality between the two parties, at 'lne'

both of which she knew to be zealously attached to her

own government, had now an opportunity of gratifying

them both ; the one by concluding peace, the other by im

posing the terms. The rebel Pugatcheff, a man of great

abilities, intrepid courage, and rapid enterprise, was be

coming daily more formidable. Her treasure was nearly

exhausted by the expenses of the war, and the improve

ment of her extensive dominions was greatly interrupted.

The Poles were in many places in a state of insurrection, _ (

especially in her part of the divided territories ; and com

binations were forming for a more general assertion of

their rights. Austria, although she agreed in the partition Austria.

of Poland, was not by her recent share of spoils lulled to

a forgetfulness of the dangers which might accrue to her

from her partners in the plunder. She still regarded with

the most vigilant jealousy the progress of the Russian

arms so near her frontiers. The king of Prussia himself, pruasia.

closely connected as he was with the czarina, by no means

desired her aggrandizement where he could not come in

n At 4s. 6(I.
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CHAP. for a share of the accession. The more southern powers
\ , ! i

she well knew to be very much inclined to oppose her

,774, and her advances ; her ally, Great Britain, was fully

occupied with her own internal and colonial affairs. For

all these reasons, it was the interest of Catharine to con

clude a peace on the terms which she proposed ; and she

soon reaped the advantage of her policy, by being enabled

to vanquish the Polish insurgents, to crush intestine re

volt, and bestow a less divided attention on improving

her immense dominions in various constituents of national

prosperity.

France. Ijj France an event took place this year, which caused

a great change in the internal policy of that country. On

. the 1Oth of Mav' Lewis XV. died, in the sixty-fifth year

Chancier, of his age, and the fifty-ninth of his reign. This king,

who possessed very moderate talents, was educated in the

ignorance so general among arbitrary princes in long

established governments, where little personal effort is

necessary to maintain a slavery confirmed by prescription,

and in that luxury which had so long prevailed at the

court of France. Of a pleasing figure, he acquired those

exterior accomplishments and light graces which the joint

vivacity and frivolity of fashionable France were so well

fitted for bestowing. He was in one sense a man of good

dispositions, for he was mild and compassionate, unless

driven tp be otherwise by the impulse of his counsellors.

He did not exercise tyranny from inclination and choice,

but often permitted it from imbecility. Having neither

vigour of understanding nor firmness of mind for govern

ing himself, he was through life the pupil of others. Al

ways in a state of intellectual minority, the administration

of his affairs was wise or foolish, good or bad, according

to the character of those who happened to be his guar

dians. Thus, during the ministry of cardinal Fleury, his

policy was pacific ; afterwards aggressively warlike and

ambitious ; and in the latter period of his life, he was

again pacific. Under some ministers, he was moderate

in his internal government ; under others, he was .despotic.

When priests presided in his cabinet, he was the tool of

clerical encroachment ; when deists took the direction,

he was the agent of irreligion, by weakening the venera
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tion of his people for the institutions of the church. His CHAP

violent proceedings against the parliaments arose not from

the violence, but from the weakness, of his character ; he I77+

was then under the tutelage of tyrannical ministers. A The tool

reign of near sixty years bears no stamp of uniformity of ronrites£

character. His principles, sentiments, and conduct, varied

with the success of changes of his ministers and mistres

ses. Lewis XV. was nominally, but not really, the

sovereign of France : for civil, military, and political

operations, for every department of government, we find

the real sovereigns in the royal favourites. Lewis was,

however, sufficiently qualified for being a mere pageant of

state, and going through the forms of sovereignty in the

paralysed stillness of undisputed despotism ; he was there

fore very fit for sitting on a throne so much adored as it

had been in the reign of his predecessor, and as it was

during a great part of his own. Toward the close, a spi- he did

,r . . i ,- i . i . , . r , • rr UlseCHl the

rit manifested itself which required a prince of a different

character to manage ; and though its operations were I°"e,cl[iy|i(fe

checked, yet the repression was only temporary, and the opinion.

very means employed to stop its progress, gave it ultimate

ly an augmented force. Lewis was succeeded by his

grandson, who ascended the throne by the title of Lewis

XVI. This prince, long distinguished for amiableness of

disposition, was extremely popular. On his accession to Promising

the throne, he showed himself sensible that a change was jjf^^f

taking place in the national sentiments, and that it was the XVL

wisest policy in a king to accommodate his administration

to such a change. He therefore annulled the unpopular

measures of the late reign, set about restoring the ancient

parliaments, and promoted popular men to various offices;

at the same time however, he circumscribed the preten

sions of the parliaments, granting them only their es

tablished functi&ns, without suffering them to make those

encroachments on kingly prerogative, which, guided in

some instances more by the principles of liberty than by

prevailing usage, they had attempted during the latter

years of his grandfather. He had not, indeed, changed

the ministry, but he had changed the counsels. The na

tion, delighted with the restoration of parliaments and the

other popular acts of their monarch, overlooked the cir-
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CHAP. cumscriptions ; and as the king appeared to make the hap-

" '' ' piness of his people the rule of his conduct, he was regard-

1774 ed by them with the warmest affection : such was the firstprospect of the reign of Lewis the sixteenth.

Spain de- THE king of Spain was at this time engaged in a war

inqiuYition with the emperor of Morocco, which was carried on ift

"' ''.s. !"ost dc;siiltory hostilities for several years with very little suc-
tcrnbte J ' ...

poucrs. cess. This year, however, is remarkable in Spain ; forin it that tremendous instrument of superstition and tyran

ny, the inquisition, was deprived of its most formidable

powers. The court of Madrid, intent on the promotion

of manufactures and commerce, and aware of the obstruc

tion which they received from the dread of such an intole

rant tribunal, took from it its jurisdictions and its prisons,

and rendered it little more than a convocation for reli

gious discussion.

HAVING narrated the measures pursued concerning

America, and stated the effects which they were expected

to produce, our history now proceeds to their actual

consequences.America. IN the month of May the intelligence arrived at Bos

ton, of the act passed by the British parliament for shut-Effects of tine; up the port. This information, together with a copy

the Uriston r , • i- , , , , , ,

port bill, ot the act, was immediately published on a paper with a

black border, symbolical of mourning, and hawked about

the streets as a barbarous and bloody murder of rights and

liberties. The fatal news was wholly unexpected, and the

consternation Ivhich it caused among all orders of people

was inexpressible ; and nothing was to be heard from thd

Bostonmns, but frantic expressions of rage and resentment

against the tyranny and inhumanity of the British ministry

and pailiament ; vengeance was loudly demanded and

Ferment threatened.° They lost little time in general exclamations

the provin- nnd menaces, but proceeded to consider what could be

done for redress : a town meeting was held, resolutions

were proposed and adopted, which, after expatiating on

the impolicy, injustice, and cruelty of the act, and appealing

from it to God and to man, addressed themselves particu-

l.irly to the other colonies, and invited them to enter into an

o Stvdinau's History of the American \V«v, vol. i. p. 93. .

ces-
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agreement to stop all imports and exports to and from Britain CHAP.

and Ireland, and every part of the West Indies, until the act " l

thould be repealed ; the only measure (they said) that I77±

was left for the salvation of North America and her liber- Communi-

m, . . .... cate with

ties. ihese resolutions were transmitted with great ex- the other

pedition to the rest of the provinces, and copies of the O°lenles-

act were multiplied and despatched to every part of the

continent with wonderful celerity j which, like the torch

of the fury, set in a flame the countries through which

they passed : in the several colonies great bodies of the

people were called together by public advertisement, and

the odious law was burned with awful solemnity. Mean

while general Gage arrived in his government at Boston :

this officer being personally known there, as well as in

other parts of America, was much beloved and highly

respected ; he was, besides, successor to a very unpopular

governor. These circumstances, however, which would

have been so auspicious to his entrance upon government

had affairs been in a tranquil state, were now counteracted

by the prevalent rage against Britain. The assembly

naet ; and he informed them, that on the 1st of June they

were to remove to Salem, which was thenceforward to

be the seat of the provincial government. The assembly,

not pleased with this intimation, petitioned him to ap

point a day for a general fast and prayer ; but he declined

compliance, and soon afterwards adjourned the session to

the 7th of June, appointing Salem to bethe place of meeting.

THE other colonies having received copies of the act,

and of the Bostonian addresses, resolved to support the

cause which they considered as their own. However

much the middle and southern colonies had, on general

principles of government, differed from their northern

neighbours, they agreed in repugnance to taxation. On

that ground they had all resisted the import of tea, and

thus had shared in the alleged criminality of Boston.

Though some were more temperate than others, they all

concurred in expressing the greatest disapprobation of the

measures pursued by the British government, an abhor

rence of the new act, a condemnation of the principles on

which it was founded, and a resolution to oppose .its

effects, and support their brethren who were to be its im-
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assemblies.

General

concert

proposed.

mediate victims. Indeed, if ministry had formed a de

sign of driving the Americans into confederation, they

could not have devised more effectual means, than by pun

ishing and disfranchising one colony, because unknown,

persons in it had been guilty of an outrage that sprung

from resistance to an impost which all the colonies repro

bated. The assembly of Virginia, which was sitting at

' the time when the despatches from Boston arrived, set

the example : in that meeting a resolution was passed, for

appointing the 1st of June, the day on which the Boston

port bill was to take effect, to be set apart as a day of

fasting, prayer, and humiliation, " to implore the divine

"interposition to avert the heavy calamity which threatened

" destruction to their rights, with all the evils of a civil war,

" and to give one heart and one mind to the people, firmly

" to oppose every injury to American liberties." Informed

of the resolution, and of the general spirit of the assem

bly, the earl of Dunmore determined to dissolve that

body ; but the members held a private meeting, in which

they drew up a declaration, setting forth, that the punish

ment about to be inflicted on the inhabitants of Boston, in

order to compel them to submit to the PAYMENT OF UN

CONSTITUTIONAL TAXES, was in truth an, attack on all

the colonies, and would ultimately prove destructive to

American rights and liberties, unless their united wisdom

should be applied to prevent its operation and effects.

They therefore recommended to the committee of cor

respondence, to propose to the committees of the other

colonies, that an annual congress should be held for all the

colonies, to deliberate on such general measures as the

common interest of America might from time to time re

quire. Virginia had always been distinguished for loyal

ty and attachment to the British constitution ; and in its

present proposition to combine against acts of govern

ment, it declared itself to be determined by constitutional

principles. At Philadelphia, three hundred of the inha

bitants assembling, appointed a committee to write to Bos

ton. In a letter, temperate yet firm, they recommended

that lenient measures should be tried before they had re

course to extremities ; and that commerce with Britain

should not entirely be discontinued until all measures
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had failed. If, by satisfying the East India company for CHAP.

the teas, they could terminate the unhappy controversy,

and leave to the Bostonians their ancient constitutional

liberty, there could be no doubt what part wisdom would

dictate. But the matter in consideration was not now the

value of the tea, it was the indefeasible right of giving

or withholding their own money, a right from which they

could never recede. At New York, though moderate

and temperate in its conduct, one resolution of a contrary

kind was carried in a town meeting ; this was, to prevent

the prosecution in the provincial courts, of any debts ow

ing by inhabitants to Britain. This resolution, however,

was neither adopted nor confirmed by the provincial as

sembly held soon after, »or was it any where carried into

practice. In general, the proposals for a total interrup

tion of commerce, were by no means favourably received,

but considered as the last deplorable resort when every

other expedient should prove ineffectual. The middle

and southern colonies were at that time evidently desi

rous of avoiding a rupture with Britain. On the other

hand, all the colonies concurred in a resolution to resist

taxation, and to hold a general congress ; and in the mean

time they made very liberal contributions for the relief of

the Bostonians. While the Boston port bill was produc

ing an effect so very opposite to that which its fiamers

and supporters expected and intended, copies arrived in

Massachusetts Bay of the other two bills for altering the

constitution of that province. The opposition to gov

ernment now became more vehement through the colo

nies. Concerning the Boston port bill, the other provin

ces had not taken their tone from Massachusetts Bay, but

had resolved to support the cause on the principles of the

British constitution. The Massachusetts colonists had

then applied to their neighbours as suppliants ; and some

what doubtful of the reception that they should meet, had

cautiously abstained irom promulgating doctrines and sen

timents which might shock the loyalty and constitutional

principles of their southern brethren. Assured of the

cooperation of the other colonies in resisting tuxes, and

trusting that the concert might be more extensive, they

Vol. I. S s a * "
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CHAP. now took n lead ; and henceforward the deliberations of
V i i 1

^—^_^ the whole most frequently bore the stamp of New Eng-

l77i laud republicanism. The colonists of Massachusetts now

determined to carry to the utmost extremity their resis

tance to the British government. By the suggestion of

the provincial assembly, an association was framed, the

subscribers to which most solemnly bound themselves to

break off all commercial intercourse with Great Britain

from the last day of the month of August, until the Boston

port bill, and the other obnoxious acts of parliament,

should be repealed, and the colony restored to the exer

cise of its chartered rights ; -to renounce all dealings

with those who should refuse to enter into this agree

ment ; or who, having engaged,^hould afterwards violate

their compact. To sanction the whole, a resolution was

added, that the names of delinquents should be pub

lished in the newspapers as enemies to their country1". To

this agreement they gave the memorable title of the so-

Solemn LEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT ; which, having been a

(Svenaiu" name affixed in the last century to an engagement inimical

to the church and monarchy, afforded some indication of

the views which they entertained, and the lengths to which

they were disposed to proceed. In most of the colonies,

there were three classes of political opinions ; the first, of

those, who resolved to resist taxation, and advised the

most violent measures to be immediately adopted ; second

ly, of those persons who, equally determined to oppose

British imposts, were more cautious and temperate, and

who wished to try the effect of conciliatory propositions,

before they resorted to the extremity of resistance ; the

third consisted of approvers of the British system and

acts. This third set was small in number, and of no

weight in the colonial deliberations. The second, in the

beginning, predominated in most of the other colonies :

the first was paramount in Massachusetts Bay, where there

evidently prevailed, not merely a disposition to resist acts

on the ground of incompatibility with the rights of Bri

tish subjects, but of contrariety to their conception of re

publican freedom.

p See Stetlman, and Ramuy.
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GENERAL GAGE, to counteract the covenant, issued CHAP.

a proclamation, which declared it illegal and traitorous, .^^~,

contrary to the allegiance due to the king, and subversive 177±

of the authority of parliament ; and cautioned the people

against giving any countenance to that engagement, under

the penalties annexed to such heinous offences. This act

was far from producing the desired effect, by deterring the

colonists from the combination. Popular writers found-in

it a theme for the display of ingenuity and legal know

ledge, in showing that the governor, by calling that associa

tion traitorous, assumed a power not claimed by the king

himself, of making that conduct treason, which was not

ordained to be treason by the laws, and thus rendering the

declared will of one of the king's officers, equivalent to an

act of the legislature. General Gage, perceiving the sen

timents and intentions of the people of Massachusetts to

be so unfavourable to the British government, as to

require, for their repression, more powerful restraints than

proclamations, ordered some regiments of foot, with a

detachment of artillery, to be sen.t to Boston. These, up

on their arrival, were encamped on a common between the

isthmus"1 called Boston-neck, which joins the peninsula of

Boston to the continent, and the town itself. The professed

intention of the governor was, to prevent desertion, then

very much encouraged by the provincials ; but this dispo

sition of the troops was construed to be designed for the

purpose of blocking up the town, and compelling it by

famine to submit to any terms which might be imposed.

The inhabitants of the adjacent country assured the Bos-

tonians, that several thousands of armed men were ready

to assist them, should their aid be necessary.

IN August, commissions arrived for those who were

intended to constitute the new council, by the act for

altering the constitution of Massachusetts. Of thirty-six,

twenty- four only accepted the commissions; and against

those the rage of the people was so great, that all but a

few who resided in Boston, and were protected by the

troops to save their property and lives, resigned their ap-q The readers may perhaps not recolleet, that Boston is situated in 8 pen

insula. This geographical fact, how ever, is very uecessary to be attended to in

the course of the history.
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CHAP. pointmcnts. So many obstructions, indeed, occured in
Y 1 i r

every department, that civil government was entirely dis-

solved ; whoever rendered himself odious, by discovering

his attachment to the mother country, and a wish to sub

mit to her laws, was insulted by the populace ; and many,

hunted from their dwellings in the country, were obliged

to take refuge in Boston. Arms were provided, ammuni

tion and warlike stores began to be collected, and the

young men were employed in training themselves to mili

tary discipline. Perceiving such appearances of hostile

intention, general Gage ordered all the military stores

which were deposited in the several magazines through the

provinces, to be brought to Boston. The colonists, appre

hending from this measure that he meant to commence

hostilities, several thousands of militia marched toward

Boston : finding that none had been attempted, they retir

ed;.but the general thought it expedient to fortify Boston-

neck against future attacks. The colonists of Massachu

setts now began to make vigorous preparations for a for

cible resistance to the British government; associations

were formed for promoting the knowledge of military dis

cipline, and the use of arms ; resolutions were passed for

holding a provincial congress, which, without any regard

to the governor, should be considered as the legislature of

the colony. They even remonstrated on the raising for

tifications, and' the seizure of the public magazines ; thus

interfering with the executive authority of the crown.

They declared, that should any person be seized for sup

porting the cause of the colonies, thev would retaliate up-

oi) every British officer whom they could find ; and, lastly,

they recommended to the receivers of the public revenue,

to keep it in their own hands, until the constitution of the

province was restored, or until it should be otherwise

disposed of by a provincial convention.

THOUGH the orher colonies did not proceed to such

extremities, nor make any preparations for war, yet all,

except Georgia, concurred in resolving to hold a congress,

and not submit to the payment of any internal taxes that

were not imposed bj? their own assemblies; and to sus

pend all commerce with the mother country, until the

American grievances in general, and those of Massachu
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setts Bay in particular, should be fully redressed. In the CHAP.

proceedings of the congress, instructed by the respective

colonies, we fully, see the dispositions and views of the , -?J

Americans.

THE attention of all parties was now turned to the gene- Meeting ai

ral congress, which, on the 5th of September, met at Phi-

ladelphia, as a centrical situation. The congress consisted

of fifty-one delegates, representing twelve of the colonies

lying along the shore of the Atlantic, from Newhampshire

to South Carolina inclusive : the greatest number of dele

gates of any one colony being seven, and the smallest two.

But this disparity in the number of delegates did not affect

the votes ; as it was agreed that each colony should have

but one vote, whatever was its number of delegates.

The delegates received their instruction from their consti

tuents ; some of these violent, and some moderate ; but

all uniting in condemning the Boston port bill, and the

other acts of the last session of parliament relating to

Massachusetts Bay, and in denying the right of the Bri

tish parliament to tax the colonies. But the most mate

rial of their instructions, and what in a great measure

superseded the use of all others, was a power given to

their delegates to agree to whatever measures should meet

with the concurrence of a- majority of the congress/ The

congress sat with their doors locked ; no one was per

mitted to be present at their deliberations ; and all their

proceedings, except those which they thought fit to pub

lish, were kept profoundly secret. Assembled, says cap

tain Stedman, in the cause of freedom, they nevertheless

thought fit to observe a form practised only in the most

despotic governments. Their proceedings being wrapped

up in mystery, and all the intermediate steps leading to a

conclusion being hidden from the public eye, their decrees,

•when promulgated, were received, like the oracles of

ancient times, as the dictates of profound wisdom.

THE first public act of the congress was, a declaratory

resolution manifesting their disposition with respect to the

colony of Massachusetts Bay, and immediately intended

to confirm and encourage that people. They expressed

v See Sie(!m:m
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CHAP. their sympathy with the sufferings of their countrymen in

XIU' that province, under the operation of the late unjust,

,-7i oppressive, and cruel acts of the British parliament ; they

approvesof thoroughlv approved of the wisdom and fortitude with

the con- !• i- i_ .. . .. .. ,,

dnciof which the opposition to these ministerial measures had

Mun*ta- hitherto been conducted, and declared that contributions

setti, and

promises for alleviating the distress of their brethren at Boston,

should be continued as long as their exigencies required

relief. They further declared that, if the British govern

ment attempted to carry the acts complained of into exe

cution by force, all America should combine in opposing

that force. They recommended to the inhabitants of Mas

sachusetts Bay, that as justice could be no longer legally

administered by the late acts, they should submit to its sus

pension until they were repealed ; and that every person who

should judge or act under any commission or authority deri

ved from the late act of parliament changing the form of

government, and violating the charter of that province,

ought to be held in detestation, and considered as the

wicked tool of a despotism, which prepared to destroy the

rights that God, nature, and compact had conferred on

America. They passed a resolution, declaring that the

transportation of any person for the trial of offences com

mitted in America, justified and ought to produce resist

ance and reprisals.*

declare! THE congress also proceeded to declare the principles

tlie pnnci- . ° ' i i •

pies and and objects ot their association. They avowed their alle-

^sociaticL g)ance to his majesty, their affection to Britain, theirdependence upon her, and the benefits and favours whichthey had received from the parent state. In the mostexplicit terms, they disclaimed any wish of separating fromthe mother country ; but at the same time they declaredthemselves entitled to a participation of all the rights and

Statement privileges of British freeborn subjects ; that the present
of alleged i ° . J . ' -

grievances, grievances and distresses arose Irom a ruinous system ot

colonial administration, adopted by the British ministry

about the year 1763, and evidently calculated for enslaving

these colonies, and with them the British empire. Thence

had arisen the «cts for taxing America, and for depriving

* Sltdinau's History of die American AVar, vol. i. p. 103.



UEIGN OF GEORGE tit.

American subjects of the constitutional trial by juries; CHAP.

thence the lare cruel, oppressive, and unconstitutional plans xi!"

concerning Boston and the whole province ; and the plan .

of extending Canada, establishing an arbitrary government,

and discouraging the settlements of British subjects in

that country, and disposing and enabling the established

inhabitants to act with hostility against the freedom of the

protestant colonies. To obtain redress for these grievan- and pro-

ces, they thought that the best, most effectual, and peace- n^sof

able measure would be, to abstain from every species of redress;

commercial intercourse with Britain, until that redress

should be obtained by a repeal of all the coercive acts.

On the one hand, they specified the various articles of mer

chandise in which they had dealt with Britain, and which

they now combined to refuse ; on the other, they enume

rated thf various acts, or clauses of acts, of which they

required the repeal. The amount of their requisition

was, the reversal of the whole ministerial system pursued

since 1763. They afterwards agreed to petition the king, petition

and accordingly framed a representation to his majesty. l e "*Perhaps subjects never offered to their sovereign an

address consisting of stronger and more comprehensive

reasoning, with more impressive eloquence : it stated

every important act since the change of system in 1764;

its peculiar features, its general principles, and its connex

ion with other acts : it exhibited the whole plan of recent

and present government, with the actual and probable con

sequences : the petitioners declared the warmest attach

ment and the highest veneration for the king and the con

stitution ; they wanted no new privileges, but merely pray

ed to be restored to their former rights, which other Bri

tish subjects still enjoyed : we ask (they said) but for

peace, liberty, and safety; we wish not a diminution of the

prerogative ; we do not solicit the grant of any new right

in our favour ; your royal authority over us, and our con

nexion with Great Britain, we shall always carefully and

zealously endeavour to support and maintain. The pero

ration very happily united the respectful deference of loy

alty with the temperate firmness of freedom. " Permit £" us then, most gracious sovereign, in the name of all your
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CHAP. " faithful people in America, with the utmost humility to

i^-v~^, " implore you, for the honour of Almighty God, whose

1774. " pure religion our enemies are undermining ; for your

" glory, which can he advanced only by rendering your

" subjects happy, and keeping them united ; for the inte-

" rests of your family, depending on an adherence to the

" principles that enthroned it ; for the safety and welfare

" of your kingdoms and dominions, threatened with

" almost unavoidable dangers and distresses ; that your

" majesty, as the loving father of your whole people, con-

" nected by the same bonds of law, loyalty, faith, and

" blood, though'dwelling in various countries, will not suf-

u fer the transcendent relation formed by these ties, to be

" further violated, in uncertain expectation of effects,

" which, if attained, never can compensate for the calami-

" ties through which they must be gained. We therefore

" "most earnestly beseech your majesty, that your royal

" authority and interposition may be used for our relief;

" and that a gracious answer may be given to this petition :

" that your majesty may enjoy every felicity through a

" long and glorious reign over loyal and happy subjects,

" and that your descendants may inherit your property and

" dominions till time shall be no more, is, and always will

" be, our sincere and fervent prayer."—The petition was

subscribed by all the fifty-one delegates.

Address to AN address was then framed to the people of Great

the people _..,., ...

«f Britain, brrtain, which was also a very masterly composition : it

stated, that the Americans, sprung from the same ances

tors as the Britons, entertained the same sentiments and

principles which had produced and supported the British

constitution, and considered themselves entitled to equal

rights with other British subjects.—" We consider -our-

" selves, and do insist, that we are, and ought to to be,

" as free as our fellow- subjects in Britain ; and that no

" power on earth has a right to take our property from us

" without our consent. We claim all the benefits secured

" to the subject by the English constitution, and particu-

. " larly that inestimable one of the trial by jury. We

" hold it essential to English liberty, that no man Be con-

" demned unheard, or punished for supposed offences,

" without having an opportunity of making his defence.."
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Having detailed the various grievances which they alleged CHAP.

themselves to have suffered, they endeavoured to show,

that the people of England had in the last century con- i77±

tended with their kings for the preservation of the same

rights which the Americans were now deprived of by a

British parliament. They insisted, that the oppression

was essentially the same, although the oppressors were

changed. But not altogether relying on the efficacy of

this appeal to the justice of the nation, the address endea

voured to gain it over to the cause of America, by repre

senting, that the certain consequences of unconditional

submission being exacted from her, would be the subver

sion of the constitution of the mother country, by the

tyrannical aristocracy which was engrafted on the power

of the crown. They expressed deep regret ,at being

obliged to adopt measures detrimental in their consequen

ces to numbers of their fellow-subjects in Great Britain

and Ireland ; but they hoped, that the magnanimity and

justice of the British nation, would furnish a parliament of

such wisdom, independence, and public spirit, as might

save the violated rights of the whole empire from the

devices of wicked ministers and evil counsellors, whether

in or out of office ; and thereby restore that harmony,

friendship, and fraternal affection, between all the inhabi

tants of his majesty's kingdoms and territories, so ardently

wished for by every true and honest American. Their

several addresses were indeed particularly well adapted to

the temper and passions of the parties whom they endea

voured to gain. They also addressed the inhabitants of They ad-

Canada ; described with great eloquence the blessings of a

free constitution, and the advantages which the Canadians

might have reaped from the enjoyment of such a system.

Ministers had, they said, kept those new subjects of Bri~tain ignorant of its advantages ; they therefore undertook

to explain them to the Canadian French, and endeavoured

to excite the indignation of that province against the late

acts, as precluding them from the freedom which, in their

new relation as British subjects, they ought to enjoy.

They paid high compliments to their countryman Montes

quieu ; and having endeavoured to show that the new plan

of governing Canada was most disgraceful to its subjects

VOL. I. • T t t
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and injurious to its rights, they quoted his sentiments

delivered in a chapter on the British constitution; from

which they inferred, that this great political philosopher

would have deemed the Canadians to be in a state of sla

very. They concluded with strenuously inviting them to

join in the league of the colonies. The congress likewise

published a declaration of rights and grievances. This

paper contained a summary of all the privileges apper

taining to British subjects; to the free exercise of these

they were, they contended, entitled by the immutable laws

of nature, by the British constitution, and by their seve

ral charters. All former distinctions between legislation

and impost, between external and internal taxes, were now

laid aside. They claimed, on behalf of the cclonies, the

sole and exclusive- privilege of legislating for themselves

in all cases whatsoever ; but, from the mere necessity of

circumstances, were willing to submit to such acts of par

liament as were bona fide intended to regulate their foreign

commerce ; excluding, however, all ideas of taxation,

internal or external, for raising a revenue from the people

of the colonies without their own consent. Their grie

vances (they said) arose from eleven acts of parliament1

passed in the present reign ; but the most intolerable

resulted from the three acts of the last session of parlia

ment, respecting the colony of Massachusetts Bay, and

the law for extending the limits of Canada. They wrote

a letter to general Gage, declaring it to he the fixed and

unalterable resolution of all the colonies to unite for the

preservation ol their common rights, in opposition to the

late acts of parliament, and in support of their brethren

of Massachusetts Bay. They remonstrated against his

military proceedings, bearing (they said) a hostile appear

ance, which even the tyrannical nets did not warrant.

They requested that he would discontinue the fortifications,

and give orders that the intercourse between the town and

country should be uninterrupted : they addressed the colo

nies, declaring that, upon impartially examining the con

duct of the British government in North America from

1763, they found that all the disturbances had proceeded

CHAP.

Mil.

v.«»-v>«

1774.

Remon

strance to

jrencral

Gage.

Address to

the colo

nies.

t All these have been successively umuUouc-d, and most of them rcpeatudlj

alluded to iu ilie course of the history.
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from an unconditional assumption and oppressive acts on CHA I',

the part of Britain. Representing perseverance in union ' '

as the only means of security against the arbitrary designs j7r4

so evident in the conduct of the British ministers, they

proceeded to state the trust which was reposed in the con

gress, and the manner in which they had discharged their

duty ; that, notwithstanding the series of oppression expe

rienced from Britain, they had made conciliatory advan

ces; and while, inspired by constitutional liberty, they

had shown themselves resolved to maintain their rights,

guided by loyalty to their king, and affection to their fel

low-subjects, they had manifested their earnest desire of

preserving peace and amity with their mother country.

After the performance of these acts, during a session of Meeting

/-<• i i /• i '• i HT i breaks up.

ntty-one days, the first general congress or the North

American provinces, on the 26th of October, terminated

its meeting.

THE amount of the reasonings and the spirit of the General

proceedings, in either partial meetings, provincial assem- "Pj"l°l*l"'

blies, or the general congress, may be exhibited in few proceed-
words : " The British system from 1763 has violated the "lgt!'

" chartered and constitutional rights of us, the British

" subjects in the American colonies : we will not sub-

" mil to such usurpation : we will not pay duties unjustly

" imposed, and we will have no commerce with Britain

' until the obnoxious acts be repealed. If the British

" government attempt to enforce its unconstitutional de- •

<l crees, self-preservation compels us, and our condition

" enables us, to resist force by force. Yet that extremi-

" ty we deprecate, as pernicious to both parties : we pray

" our sovereign and request our fellow-subjects, to co-

u operate with us in averting so deplorable a calamity.

" We ask no new privilege ; we desire only the restora-

" tion of those rights which, until 1763, we enjoyed with-

" out interruption." Such were the sentiments and acts

of the colonists in North America ; such the first conse

quences of the ministerial system of 1774.

BEFORE the meeting of the general congress, none of Military

the middle or southern colonies had commenced prepara- |iolls.

tions for war ; but when that convention broke up, and its

members returned to their constituents the other provinces
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CHAP. became actuated by the spirit of New England. Thcmi-

litia were very frequently assembled for the purpose of

discipline ; arms were provided for those who were with

out them ; and resistance, by open force, to the power of

the mother country, was made the subject of common dis

course. Soon afterwards a copy arrived of a proclama

tion issued in England, to prevent warlike stores from be

ing exported : and this prohibition rendered the inhabi

tants of the colonies more eager to procure supplies of the

various kinds of ammunition.

IN consequence of the determination of congress, all

the gn.".,d the colonies deeply interested themselves in the affairs of

pcace.°lnd Massachusetts Bay ; and upon the transactions in that

var. province, depended more immediately the doubtful issueof peace and war. The governor and council had issued

writs for holding a general assembly ; but the events that

afterwards took place, and the heat and violence which

, every where prevailed, made them think it expedient to

countermand their writs by a proclamation, and to defer

holding the assembly to a season of more security. The

election, however, was carried on, without regard to the

Contention proclamation ; the new members met at Salem, but the

with the * ... , i ' • . , . i

govxn.or. governor did not attend to administer the oaths and open

the session. Having waited a day, and neither the gov-

Forms a ernor or any substitute for him arriving, theif voted tfiem-

''' se^vM *nto a provincial congrexs, to be joined by such

others as had been or should be ek-cted for that purpose.

Mr. Hancock," who was offensive to the governor's party,

was chosen chairman, and they adjourned to the town of

Concord, about twenty miles from Boston. Thence they

presented a remonstrance to the governor, on the subject

of the fortifications at Boston -neck, and the alarm occasion

ed by the collection of military force at Boston, tending to

endanger the lives, liberty and property, not only of the

Bostonians, but of the whole province. The general,

though unwilling to return an answer to an illegal assem

bly, thought it expedient in the present case to overlook

u This Was the tame gentleman, the seizure of who-e sloop for contraband

praetices had occasioned aII insurreetion at lioston in the voar 1768 . and the

consequences of which insurrection are supposed hy many to liavr precipitate!)

Uie dispute between, the mother-country and her colonies toward its cri&it.
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forms. In replying to the provincial congress, he told CHAP.,

them, that the lives and liberties of none but avowed ene- .^lv^s.

mies of Britain could be in danger from British soldiers, 177^

who, notwithstanding the enmity which had been shown to

them in withholding what was necessary for their preser

vation, had not discovered that resentment which might

have been expected from such hostile treatment. He re

minded them, that while they were complaining of altera

tions made in their charter, they were themselves subvert

ing it by their present illegal meeting ; and he admonished

them to desist from such unconstitutional proceedings.

Boston was now become the place of refuge to all the

friends of British government. On the approach of win

ter, the governor thought it necessary to erect temporary

barracks for the troops, not only to accommodate his sol

diers but to prevent them from being quartered on the in

habitants ; which in the present state and temper of tboth,

might be attended with dangerous consequences. The

Bostonians did every thing in their power, without em

ploying open violence, to obstruct the erections. Very

great mutual distrust and animosity prevailed between the

government and the people. Boston, however, was now

the only place in Massachusetts that contained British for

ces : and from the hostile disposition of the provincials,

and the insulated situation which they occupied, their cir

cumstances were not much unlike to those of persons be

sieged by open enemies. The provincial congress not wllK'!%

only continued their sittings, but passed resolutions which, the su-

from the disposition and promptitude of the people, had all J^™'.

the weight and efficacy of laws ; their injunctions, under

the form of advice, directed the regulation and exercise of

the militia, the collection and disposition of the public re

venue, and the provision of arms and military stores.

Thus they assumed powers of the supreme government ;

and in the first provincial congress of Massachusetts, we

see, strongly drawn, the outlines of American indepen

dence. The governor thought it necessary to issue a

proclamation, warning the inhabitants of the province

against suffering themselves to be ensnared by the provin

cial congress, or led by their influence to incur the penal

ties of sedition and rebellion ; and strictly prohibiting all
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CBAF. his majesty's loyal subjects from paying any regard to the

XUI. recommendations and resolves of such an unlawful assem-

v^~v^"/ bly. But the governor's proclamation was treated withcontempt, while the requisitions of the provincial congresswere obeyed as laws. That assembly appointed anothercongress to be held in the month of February 1775, andtoward the end of November dissolved itself.
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CHAP. XIV.

Impression in Britainfrom the American disputes.—Disso

lution of parliament—General election.—Leading cha

racters in the new parliament.—Meeting ofparliament.

—king's speech—address—indecision of ministers.—Cha

racter and policy of lord North—opinions of his power

and efficiency.—Petitions presented from America, and

American merchants, to parliament and the king—dis

missed without a hearing.—Lord Chatham, though

loaded with infirmities, returns to the house—his intro

ductory speech-—his plan of conciliation rejected.—Con

quest of America conceived by ministers to be easy.

—Americans asserted to be all cowards—Mr. Fox's ob

servations on the inspiring efficacy of liberty.—Parlia

ment declares Massachusetts Bay to be in a stale of re

bellion.—Messagefrom the king, requiring an augmen

tation offorces.—Billfor prohibiting the New England

provinces from commerce and fishery.—Lord North's

plan of conciliation—Apprehended by courtiers to con- *cede too much, by opposition to concede too little.'—Mr.

Fox opposes its inconsistency.—Lord North's policy

•wavering and irresolute.—Dexterous retreat to satisfy

the supporters of coercion.—Mr. Burke's conciliatory

plan, on the grounds of expediency—outlines and charac

ter—predicts civil andforeign war from the conduct of

ministers.—rejected.—Mr. Hartley's conciliatory bill—

rejected.—Ministers averse to all conciliatory overture*.

—Billfor extending commercial prohibitions.—Loyalty

of New Tork province—representation from it to the

commons—dismissed unheard.—Supplies,—Session closes.

—War unavoidable.—Literary advocatesfor and against

America.

WHILE the proceedings in and concerning t"H\P.

America were so extremely important, they did not, in Xlv-

Britain, appear to attract the attention of the nation in ^TT^"

p-oportion to their magnitude. There were, indeed, po-
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CHAP. liticians and philosophers , who saw them in their real as-

^1^^^^ pect, and dreaded the consequences; but this view was

1774 far from being general : even merchants and manufactu-

liuprcssion rers, to whom a rupture with the colonies would be so

m Kriuin ' . ,,,,,. , - - , ,

from the calamitous, seemed now lulled into equal security with the

iispu'teT" rest of tneir countrymen. This inattention arose from

various causes. The contests with the colonies were no

longer new, but from the year 1765 they had, with very

few and short intermissions, been the chief subjects of

parliamentary deliberation. To those who did not min

utely and critically examine the new occurrences, and the

change of sentiments which were now become so general

in North America, most of the topics appeared exhausted ;

the various arguments for taxation had been often dis

cussed, and on the triteness of the reasoning, great num

bers overlooked the new effects which the system was pro

ducing. Confederacies against the importation of British

commodities had before, and recently, been violated ; and

the present combinations would, many trusted, be equally

short lived. Disputes had been frequently carried to the

verge of a rupture, and had been afterwards accommoda

ted ; some means of conciliation, they flattered themselves,

would be ngnin devised. The Americans would tire of

associations, that deprived them of the chief conveniences

of life, which were rendered by habit almost necessaries;

besides, ministers and their adherents had very industri

ously spread an opinion, that vigorous measures, with per

severance, would soon finish a contest, which nothing but

former indulgence had nourished; and also, that the pre

sent administration possessed in an eminent degree the

qualities requisite for honourably and advantageously

terminating the dispute. Ministers, indeed, had afforded

no satisfactory proofs either of their vigour or policy ; but,

as they had not, on the other hand, manifested either fee

bleness or folly, they and their friends represented the

counsellors of his majesty as a body of very uncommon

ability. A great part of the nation, with that unsuspect

ing credulity which frequently distinguishes a people other

wise so eminent for sound judgment, gave administration

credit for all the talents and qualities lor which they chose

to take credit to themselves. For these reasons, it was
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not doubted that the coercive system which had been CHAP.

adopted and carried into execution under the direction of " v-'

such men, would soon intimidate its objects from forcible 177^

resistance ; but that, if it did not awe them to submission,

their reduction would be speedy and certain : supported

by the greater part of the country, the cabinet was the

more able and determined to proceed with the plan of dic

tation which had commenced so strongly in the preceding

session.

PARLIAMENT was now in its seventh year. In the reign Dissolution

of George II., it had generally lasted near the whole time; ment. ™

the first parliament of the present king had also continued

seven full year's. On the 30th of September 1774, about

six years and a half from the former election, a proclama

tion was issued, for the dissolution of parliament, and the

convocation of a new one, for which the writs were made

returnable on the 9th of the following November. An

abridgment contrary to recent custom excited great surprise

among those who judged from precedent more than from

present circumstances and expediency : but many reasons

were assigned for this unusual measure ; the most proba

ble appears to be, that, as a new state of things had ari

sen in America, new councils might be requisite on the

part of the legislature. On the one hand, should it be found

necessary to deviate from the coercive system, the old par

liament might be restrained by a sense of consistency from

rescinding its own laws, while a new one would be more

at liberty to act according to the exigency of the case. On

the other hand, as at present it was determined to perse

vere in coercion, and the majority of the people appear

ed to approve, it was probable that a parliament would

be returned, favourable to the continuance of that system ;

and thus government would have an assurance of a long

cooperation, of which it might be deprived by a change of

circumstances and of public sentiment, were the election

deferred till the succeeding year.

IN London the opposition party carried the election Si-nenJ

of all its candidates. In Middlesex, Mr. VVilkes. now lord

mayor elect, was chosen to represent the county ; and

ministers were not so imprudent as again to controvert

a. Beat which had already given government so much dis-

Voi.. I. U u u
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CHAP. turbance. A considerable change of individual members

took place through the nation ; but it was soon found, that

,774 there was no alteration of political sentiment, and that a

great majority supported the ministerial project of coer

cing America.

THE subjects which were to occupy the deliberations of

the new parliament, have rarely been equalled in impor

tance in the legislative history of any age or country. On

its counsels was to depend, whether by conciliation we

should restore the reciprocally beneficial harmony that had

so long subsisted between Britain and her colonies ; or, by

persistance in coercion, drive such valuable dependencies

to a rebellion, which either would not be quelled, or, if

crushed, could be reduced only by efforts which piust

exhaust the parent country, and destroy the provinces that

she sought to render more productive and lucrative.

Leading FOR examining such momentous questions, seldom has

charaeters a national council contained a greater assemblage of nobi-

in the new - " . " °

parlia- Hty, than the British parliament now exhibited. In the

"" " ' house of commons, among many men of considerable tal

ents and extensive knowledge, there were ranged on the side

of ministers, the financial information and accurate results

of sir Grey Cooper; the perspicacious detail, solid judg

ment, and orderly arrangement of sir Gilbert Elliot ; and

the intrepid confidence and manly boldness of Mr. Rigby.

In rising progression, there followed the sound and vigo

rous understanding, the unremitting industry, the commer

cial, political, and diplomatic knowledge, the lucid dispo

sition, the correct and perspicuous expression of Jenkinson ;

and the acutem-ss, closeness, and neat precision of Ger-

m:iine. Dundas,* from his first entrance into public life,

exhibited those qualities by which he has been uniformly

distinguished ; an understanding quick, sagacious, and pow

erful ; reasoning forcible and direct, strictly adhering to

the point at issue ; an expeditious despatch of difficult bu

siness ; and, regarding the senate as a council for the direc

tion of national affairs more than a theatre for the display

of eloquence, he was in his language intelligible and strong,

without ornament or elegance. A mind by nature pencv

S l.ai (i advocate' of SroiJrinfl
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trating, brilliant, and inventive, formed and refined by eru- CHAP.

dition and by literary7 society, sharpened and invigorated

by professional occupations, and enlarged by political stu-

dies and pursuits ; an eloquence that he could admirably

vary to the occasion, and exhibit either in argumentative

force, logical subtlety and skill, or with all the orna

ments of rhetoric and the graces of persuasion, rendered

Wedderburne a valuable accession to any cause which he

chose to support1. For masculine energy of intellect, force

devoid of ornament, and exhibiting itself in efforts direct,

simple, and majestic Thurlovv stood eminent. Lord

North was equally remarkable for pleasing and varied

wit and humour, classical taste, erudition, and allusion, as

for dexterity of argument and felicity of reply. On tttfe

other side were arrayed, the patriotism and solidity of

Dempster and Saville ; the industry and colonial infor

mation of Pownal ; the colloquial pleasantry, vivacity, and

classical erudition of Wilkes ; the animated declamation

of Barre ; the quick apprehension, commercial and poli

tical knowledge, of Johnstone ; and the constitutional prin

ciples, legal precision, readiness, acuteness, and vigour, of

Dunning. Above these, rose the extensive, accurate, and

multifarious knowledge, the abundant and diversified

imagery, the luminous illustration and rapid invention ; the

reasoning, dilated or compressed, digressive or direct, dis

jointed or continuous, which, it not always pointedly con

vincing, never failed to be generally instructive ; the compre

hensive views and philosophical eloquence, of a Burke. A

senator was now rising to the first rank in the first assembly

of the world, who must have held a very exalted situation in

any convention of statesmen and orators recorded in histo

ry, this was Charles James Fox. In the twentieth year of

his age he had become a member of parliament, and yo'un j

as he was, distinguished himself among the many eminent

members of the house, and was at first one of the ablest

supporters of administration. The facility with which he

made himself master of a new question, and comprehcnd-

y He was (he intimate friend of Smith, Robertson, and Ferguson, and tlieir

coteinp'iraries, in their early years ; ainl cultivated an ac'iuainMnce with Hurke,

Juhnsrm, and other eminent scholars, in his more :'«;vai:ceri I fe.

•/. The judicial maxims and charaeter of Wedilerbume will njipear in the

third and the succeeding vulinue.
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ed with such force of judgment the strength, weakness,

and tendency, of a proposition or measure ; his powerful

argumentation, his readiness of the most appropriate sig

nificant, and energetic language, soon rendered him con

spicuous ; while his daily and obvious improvement show

ed that his talents had not then nearly reached the pinnacle

at which they were destined to arrive. Since he joined

opposition, his talents and exertions appeared more potent

and formidable than even had been expected."

IN the house of peers, the chief supporters of admini

stration were, lord Hillsborough, a nobleman of sound

judgment and official experience ; earl Cower, a peer of

good character and extensive influence, who in the mino

rity of the duke, headed the Bedford party; and the earl

of Sandwich, acute and intelligent as a senator, but a judi

cious speaker rather than a splendid orator. The only

peer of transcendent genius who joined ministers in the

coercive system, was lord Mansfield ; a personage very

eminently distinguished for abilities and erudition, and for

argumentative, refined, and persuasive eloquence; but the

fame of this illustrious senator was principally founded

upon his oratorial and judicial powers and efforts,6 and

derived little accession from his counsels as a statesman.

The most distinguished peers who were inimical to the

coercive system, were the marquis of Rockingham, whom

we have viewed as minister ; the duke of Richmond, a

nobleman of respectable abilities, active, indefatigable,

and ardent ; lord Shelburne, whom we have seen as secre

tary of state, distinguished for extent of general knowledge,

and peculiarly marked for his extensive views of the reci

procal relations, commercial and political, of European

states ; lord Camden, the great bulwark of English lawj

profoundly versed in our constitution, with that mild,

clear, and nervous eloquence, which is the firm and effica

cious instrument of wisdom ; and lastly, in himself a host,

the earl of Chatham.

n . I p. n-1 nf tlrix account is taken with considerable vnrialions from the lifu of

Burke, first edition, p CIO to 218.

b The reader will find a charaeter of this great man in ihr narrative of the

year 178R : for the judicinl part of which 1 am chiefly indebted to a gentlerriaii

of high eminence for literary and legnl erndition.
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SURVEYING and examining the principal actors on the CHAP.

grand political theatre, the reader may perceive that, both XIV'

for and against ministers, there was a constellation of 17J,/

abilities ; but, in opposition, the highest talents, and the

most approved wisdom.

ON the 30th of November the new parliament met. Meeting of

His majesty's speech stated to the houses, that a daring I'^'nt!"

spirit of resistance and disobedience to the laws still

unhappily prevailed in the province of Massachusetts

Bay, and had in divers parts of it broken forth in fresh

violences of a criminal nature ; but these proceedings had

been countenanced and encouraged in others of the colo

nies, and unwarrantable attempts had been made to obstruct

the commerce of this kingdom by unlawful combinations:

such measures, however, had been employed, as were

judged most effectual for carrying the acts of the preceding

session into execution, protecting commerce, and restoring

and preserving order and good government in the province

•f Massachusetts. It expressed his majesty's resolution

•to withstand every attempt to diminish the authority of

parliament over the dominions of the crown ; the main

tenance of which authority was necessary for the dignity

and welfare of the British empire : it stated the satisfac

tion of the king at the restoration of complete tranquillity

to Europe, by the peace between Russia and Turkey ; and

concluded with recommending firmness and unanimity in.

parliamentary proceedings. Avowing the taxation of the

colonies to be an essential right of the British legislature,

and that the late acts must be executed, the speech0 decla

red, that no regard was to be paid to the opinions and sen

timents which had produced a confederation of the colo-

. nies, and that ministers were not moved by the proceed

ings in America to deviate from the plans of the former

session. While the speech demonstrated the intentions

of government, the address, carried by a great majority

(though not without strenuous opposition,) manifested

that the new, like the old parliament, was resolved to per

sist in taxing British subjects without their own consent ;

establishing in some colonies, systems of polity different

o See StataPapen, N«r. 'W, 17"4.
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XIV. never been tried, and ordaining trials, different in princi

ple and mode from those which are recognized by

our laws ; it proved also that the new parliament esteem

ed the representations of the colonists undeserving of

regard. The address, indeed, sanctioned the general

policy of ministers : and the parliament, at the very com

mencement of its deliberative proceedings, unequivocally

evinced its determination to tread in the steps of the for

mer. The opposition speakers exhorted legislature to

INVESTIGATE FACTS BEFORE THEY PROCEEDED TO JUDG

MENT ; and not to pledge themselves implicitly to follow

the example of their predecessors, without fully exami-

f ning the grounds on which they had acted, and the effectswhich their acts had produced and were producing.

Having moved for a communication of all the intelligence

that had been received by his majesty respecting America,

and the motion being negatived, they affirmed, that as the

ministers and former parliament had passed sentence with

out taking cognisance of the case, the present parliament

was pursuing the same plan. They next proceeded to ihe

consequences, as they had verified or falsified the predic

tions of ministers ; contended, that whereas his majesty's

counsellors had prophesied that the proceedings respecting

Boston would strike terror into America, they had really

combined into one party all the colonists, though before

divided and detached ; and that, instead of frightening

them severally into submission, they had compelled them

jointly to resistance. In the house of lords a very strong

protest was made, which, after stating the evils of the

ministerial system, added the following words : " it affords

" us a melancholy prospect of the disposition of the lords

" in the present parliament, "when tve see the house, under the

" pressure of so severe and uniform an experience, again

" ready, without any inquiry, to countenance, if not It

" adopt, the spirit of the former fatal proceedings"

VIEWINO the conduct of ministry as to utility of ob

ject and justness of principle, the histoi ical reader may pro

bably have formed some judgment of the character of their

policy; he has, in the immediately subsequent acts, a farther

opportunity of estimating their qualifications by the means
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which they employed. To coerce America was the deter- CHAP.
v i v

inination of ministry and the legislature. If coercion '

must be used, a stronger force, it was naturally expected, 177^

would be demanded, than that which 'was requisite in

times of tranquillity ; but when the supplies came under

consideration, ministers proposed to diminish, instead of

increasing, both sea and land forces; and required seven

teen thousand troops, instead of eighteen thousand, and

sixteen thousand seamen instead .of twenty thousand. On

this subject, opposition charged ministry with an intention

of deluding the people to war, while they pretended to

expect peace ; but that the hostilities, which they depreca

ted as ruinous in themselves, woul^l be rendered still more

fatally destructive by defective preparation ; there was

(they said) either inadequacy of force to the end propo

sed, or feeble and paltry artifice to conceal obvious

intentions.d

EVER since the debate on the address, great indecision Indecision

had appeared in the conduct of the minister. He studi- °e,™""s

ously avoided any farther discussion on American politics,

and frequently absented himself from the house. From

these circumstances it was conjectured, that he did not

fully concur in the coercive system ; and this hypothesis

was by no means inconsistent with either his known dis

position or abilities. It was presumed, that a man of

fluch a conciliating temper, and whose first ministerial act'

had been concession to appease the colonies, could really

be no friend to violent and irritating measures ; and that a

statesman of his undoubted talents could not, from the

dictates of his own understanding, devise or recommend

such acts. Lord North, it was imagined could not long Charaeter

be so completely deceived as to fact, and erroneous in jjj"/,,}^1"^

argument, as the proposers of the ministerial measures Worth-

appeared. Besides, it was supposed that his intellect was

too enlightened, and his mind too liberal, to possess that

contemptible obstinacy of character which is incident to

men at the same time weak and vain, who adhere to a

d See the speeches of opposition, in Debrett's Parliamentary Uphates in De

cember 1774; especially of Mr. Fox, in a committee of supply. '

c See the account of parliament 1770, vol. i
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CHAP, plan, not because it is proved to be right, but because they

XIV had once favoured its adoption.'

l774 THE theory of an interior cabinet was revived ; andOpinions it was asserted, that lord North, though ostensibly- minis-

uftiis L*OW- *

trandcffi- teri was really compelled to obey the dictates of a secret

oiency. junto. Having, however, no satisfactory evidence that

such a cabal existed, nor that an able and estimable noble

man submitted to such a disgraceful mancipation, I can

not record conjecture as a historical truth, and must nar

rate the measures proposed or adopted by lord North as

his own, because for them he declared himself responsible.

UNTIL the Chrismas recess, the minister continued

to abstain irom giving any determinate opinion concerning

American affair^. During the adjournment, the- North

American merchants of London and Bristol, having more

deeply considered the consequences resulting to their

trade, were seriously alarmed ; as were also the manufac

turers of Birmingham. Meetings were called, and peti

tions to parliament were prepared by these bodies, repre

senting the great losses which they had sustained from the

suspension of traffic, the immense sums due from America,

f It has been very often asserted, and by many believed, that lord North

originally wus, and ahvavs continued in his private sentiments, inimical to the

American war; although he, as prime minister, in every measure of carrying

it on, incurred the chief responsibility 'Ibis opinion, as an historian, 1 have-

not documents either to confirm or refute with undoubted certainty To those

•who w otiid confine themselves lo comparison of the plans and conduct of govern

ment during thut avvfnl period, with the talents often displayed by his lordship,

the conjeeture nmy appear probable. Hut persons w'hotake a candid view of the

respectable ami estimable moral qualities ot the prime minister, will hesitate in

justifving his w isdnm at tin expense of his integrity ; they will sooner admit that

a mini ol get.ins, literature, and politieal knowledge, reasoned lalsely and acted

itnviisrh, thi'u that a man of mural rectitude aeted in deliberate and lasting

opposition lo his cou>cirnce, tberehv involving his country in misfortune. At the

same time, I am fully nwarc that there is a third hypothesis possible, uml by

lining iK'lii-ved, ii not by some known lo be true. The opinion in question rather

changes the situation than degrades the character of lord North, by represent

ing him a:, merely bjs mtijesty 8 fust commissioner n| the treasury and chancellor

ol the exchequer, instead of the prime political counsellor Persons of very

consiueraiile respectability, of very high veneration for the charaeter of lord

Xivth, and who with inviolable fidelity adhered to him in every vicissitude of

fortune, have given their opinion, that he was not renlly minister, but the offi

cial i:\ccnlur 'ii positive commands. I am aware also, that in this assertion they

are said to prori-etl, not merely on -general inferences, but on specifie evidence,

l-'iom the nature, of the ALLEGED DOCUMEN Ts, I know well that if they exist,

thev cannot ut present be made publie. If the trnth ot this account were esta

blished, we should, indeed, have to consider his lordship as officially obeying or

ders, but i.ot as voluntarily proposing counsels : this, perhaps, might excuse

him as lh? servant of a master, but would not be sufficient to ncijuit hint as mem

ber of u ileliin-rative assrmhlv Kven in this last view, pnlliHtiims might be found

to ,-ipoli ;;i/.r lo the indulgent, though it might be mote dillknll to discover faets

i,nd arguments which would satisfy the rigidly just
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and the ruin that must accrue to them unless intercourse CHAP.

should be speedily reopened with the colonies. They y^-v^^

were presented as soon as parliament met ; and also peti- 1774

tions from various other bodies and parts of the kingdom. Petitions

The West India merchants and planters stated how deep- from Ame-

ly they were concerned in this dispute, as the sugar islands American

not onlv drew a great part of their provisions from Ameri- merchants

" i- • i r i r i • i to pal'lia-

ca, but were supplied with lumber From thence, lor which mcnt and

they bartered their rum and sugars ; so that an interrup- l le ki"Bl

tion of the intercourse between the British American con

tinent and those islands, was likely not only to deprive the

latter of the means of sending their produce to Europe,

but to cause a great body of people to perish for want of

sustenance. The various petitions were referred to a

committee of the house ; but from the little attention that

was paid to them, it was called the committee of oblivion.

The petition from the congress to the king had been

transmitted to London ; his majesty refused to receive it

from a body of which he could not acknowledge the

legality, but referred it to parliament. On the 26Jh of

Januarv, sir George Saville presented a petition to the

house from three American agents, praying to be heard

on the subject of the petition presented by them from the

congress to the king, and which his majesty had referred

to the house. A hearing was refused by the commons on ed

the same ground, that no attention could be paid to that « hearing,

petition without acknowledging the authority of the

meeting.

THE opponents of coercion now received a rein- 1775.

forcement of genius, eloquence, and political wisdom, by J^V

the appearance of lord Chatham in the house of lords, though

after an absence of several years. That illustrious states- with^nfir-

man, who had carried the prosperity and glory of his coun- mities. «-turns to

try to so exalted a pitch, now left the sick room, that he the house,

might try to avert the evils with which it was threatened,

from the feeble, fluctuating, and erroneous policy of his

successors in administration. Lord Dartmouth, secretary

of state for the American department, having laid sundry

papers before the house relative to the state of affairs in

America, lord Chatham moved an address to the king

Vol. I. X x x
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CHAP. for recalling the troops from Boston. The speech that in-

v-*-v>— 'troduced the motion was replete with that forcible, brilli-

1775 ant, and impressive eloquence, which during forty years

His iutro- had delighted, instructed, and astonished parliament.

duetory » • /• • i v x .••• . • •

speech. 1 he Americans, (^said he,j sore under injuries and irri

gated by wrongs, stript of their inborn rights and dear-

*^ " est privileges, have resisted oppression, and entered into

"confederacies for preserving their common liberties.

" Under this idea, the colonist have appointed men com-

" petent to so great an undertaking, to consider and advise

" the most effectual means for maintaining so inestimable

" a blessing. Invested with this right by the choice of a

"free people, these delegates have deliberated with pru-

"dence, with wisdom, and with spirit ; and, in conse-

"quence of these deliberations, have addressed the justice

" and the honour of their country. This is their fault,

" this is their crime ; they have petitioned for that, with-

" out which a free people cannot possibly exist. Much

" has been said of late about the authority of parliament.

"Its*actsare held up as sacred edicts demanding impli-

" cit submission, because, if the supreme power does not

"lodge somewhere operative!y and effectively, there must

" be an end of all legislation. But they who thus argue,

"or rather dogmatize, do not see the whole of this ques

tion on great, wise, and liberal grounds. In every free

" state, the constitution is fixed, and all legislative power

" and authority, wheresoever placed, either in collective

" bodies or individuals, must be derived under that esta-

" blished polity from which they are framed. Therefore,

" however strong and effective acts of legislation may be

" when they are formed in the spirit of this constitution,

"yet when they resist its principles, or counteract its

"provisions, they attack their own foundation ; for it is

" the constitution, and the constitution only, which limits

"both sovereignty and allegiance. This doctrine is no

"temporary doctrine taken upon particular occasions to

"answer particular purposes, it is involved in no metaphy-

" sical doubts and intricacies, but clear, precise, and de-

" terminate : it is recorded in all our law books ; it is

" written in the great volume of nature ; it is the essential

" and unalterable right of Englishmen, and accords with
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''all the principles of justice and civil policy, which nei- eft A p.

" ther armed force on the one side, nor submission on the xlv-

*' other, can upon any occasion eradicate. Dreadful will

*' be the effects of coercive measures. Government has

" sent an armed force of above seventeen thousand men,

" to dragoon the Bostonians into what is called their

" duty. Ministers, so far from turning their eyes to the

" impolicy and dreadful consequences of this scheme, are

" constantly sending out more troops, and declaring, in the

*' language of menace, that if seventeen thousand men can-

*' not, fifty thousand shall, enforce obedience. So povver-

" ful an army may ravage the country, and waste and des-

" troy as they inarch ; but, in the progress of seventeen

" hundred miles, can they occupy the places that they

" have passed ? Will not a country which can produce

" three millions of people, wronged and insulted as they

"are, start up like hydras in every corner, and gather

" fresh strength from fresh opposition f"g In this situa

tion and prospect, he proposed that a petition should be

presented to his majesty to recsil the army from Boston,

as the present position of the troops rendered them and

the Americans continually liable to events which would

prevent the possibility of reestablishing concord. This

well timed mark of effection and good will on our side,

would remove all jealousy and apprehension on the other,

and produce the happiest effects to both. If we consulted

either our interest or our dignity, the first advances to

peace should come from Britain. " If the ministers, on

" the contrary presevere in their present measures, I will

"not (said he) assert that the king is betrayed, but I will

"pronounce that the kingdom is undone. I have crawled

" to tell you my opinion ; I think it my duty to give the

" whole of my experience and counsel to my country at

" all times, but more particularly when it so much needs

"political guidance. Having thus entered on the thres-

"hold of this business, I will knock at your gates for

"justice, and never stop, unless infirmities should nail me

" to my bed, until I have at least employed every means

" in my power to heal those unhappy divisions. Every

t; See Fartiamentary Debates, January 20, 1775.
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CHAP. " motive of equity and of policy, of dignity and of pru-

^x-v^^/ "dence, urges you to allay the ferment in America, by a

1775 " removal of your troops from Boston, by a repeal of your

" acts of parliament, and by a demonstration, of amicablc

" dispositions toward your colonies. On the other hand.

" every danger impends to deter you from preseverance in

"your present ruinous measures. Foreign war hangs

"over your heads by a slight and brittle thread ; France

" and Spain are watching your conduct, and waiting for

" the maturity of your errors." His present motion, lord

Chatham said, he had formed for a solid, honourable, and

lasting settlement between Britain and America. This

first speech of his lordship on the ministerial project of

America, dictated by comprehensive wisdom, operating on

accurate and extensive political knowledge, made little im

pression on the majority of the house. The peers who

supported administration expressed themselves in high

and decisive language , they severely reprobated the con

duct of the Americans, and asserted that all conciliatory

means had proved ineffectual : it was high time (they

said) for the mother country to assert her authority ; con

cession, in the present case, would defeat its own object :

the navigation act, and all other laws that form the great

basis on which those advantages rest, and the true in

terests of both countries depend, would fall a victim to

the interested and ambitious views of America. In a

word, it was declared that the mother country should

never relax till America confessed our supremacy ; and it

was avowed to be the ministerial resolution to enforce

obedience hy arms.

His plan of THE motion was negatived by a great majority; but
concilia- , ., " :; . ~ * - .

tion lord Chatham, not discouraged by the rejection ot his

introductory motion, persevered in prosecuting his scheme

of conciliation : for which purpose he laid before the

house the outlines of a bill, under the title of " A provincial

" act for settling the troubles in America, and for assert-

" ing the supreme legislative authority and superintending

" power of Great Britain over the colonies." It proposed

to repeal all the statutes which had been passed in the forl-mer session relative to America ; in which were included

the Quebec act, and another law that regulated the quar-
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tering of soldiers ; also to rescind eight acts of parlia- CHAP.

ruent, passed in the present reign from the fourth year to Xlv

the twelfth. It proposed to restrain % the powers of the

admiralty and vice-admiralty courts in America, within

their ancient limits, and to establish the trial by jury in

all such civil cases in which it had been lately abolished ;

the judges to hold their offices and salaries as in England,

quamdiu se bene gesserint. It declared the colonies in

America to be justly entitled to the privileges, franchises,

and immunities granted by their several charters or con

stitutions ; and that such charters ought not to be invaded

or resumed, unless for some legal grounds of forfeiture.

But while his bill took these steps to satisfy the colonies,

it vindicated the supremacy of Great Britain; expressed

the dependence of America on the parent country ;h

asserted, as an undoubted prerogative, the king's right to

send any part of the legal army to whatever station in his

dominions he judged expedient for the public good, and

condemned a passage in. the petition of the general con

gress which questioned that right ; on the other hand it

declared, that no military force, however legally raised and

kept, can ever be constitutionally employed to violate and

destroy the just rights of the people. His lordship, aware

of the many and complicated materials of his bill, request

ed the assistance of the house to digest, and reduce them

to the form best suited to the dignity and importance of

the subject. He deprecated the effects of party or preju

dice, factious spleen, or blind predilection. Though a

superficial view might represent this as a bill of conces

sion solely, just and accurate examination would discover

h The colonies of America, it sot forth, have been, are, and of right ought t,o

be, dependent upon the imperial crown of Great Britain, and subordinate to,

the British parliament; and that the king's most excellent majesty, hy an(f with

the advice and consent of llie lords spiritual nnd temporal, and commons in par

liament assembled, had, have, and of right ought to have, full power and autho

rity to make laws and statutes of &umcicut force and validity to bind the people

of the British colonies in America, in all mailers touching the general v.-cut

of the whole dominions of the imperial crown of Great Britain, und beyond UJK

competency of the local representatives of a distinct colony ; and, mo&t e.SiuV

ciallr, mi indubitable and indispensable right to make and ordain laws for regu

lating navigation and trade throughout the complicated system ot British com

merce; the deep policy of such precedent acts upholding the guardian navv of

tlie whole British empire ; and that all subjects in the colonies are bound, in dutv

mid allegiance, duly to recognise ami obey (and they are hereby renuhed so i0

do) the supreme legislative authsrily and snm.Tintondi:vp pn-c.-r •!" <V- pM-l!a--

meut «:' (.rest
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CHAP. it to be also a bill of assertion. This proposition under-

^ ' went a great diversity of discussion : the variety and

lTri multiplicity of important objects comprised in it were

alleged to be much too numerous for being the subject of

one act ; each of the objects deserved a separate consi

deration, and ought to be investigated with the most scru

tinizing accuracy. The ministerial lords, were indeed

extremely violent in opposing the bill; they asserted, that

it granted to the Americans whatever they wanted, with

out securing the rights of the British legislature. The

colonists had manifested a rebellious and hostile dispo

sition, and it would be grossly impolitic to make conces

sions to subjects who had shown a resolution to revolt.

In their strictures on the bill, some ministerial lords, with

out regarding the character, age, and services of its illus

trious author, indulged themselves in petulant personali

ties, which answered no other purpose than to rouse the

generous indignation, merited by that folly which wantonly

provokes superior power. He again predicted, that so

violent a system would drive Artierica to a total separation

from Great Britain : foreign rivals were regarding the

proceedings of the British government with the most vigi

lant attention, and entertaining sanguine hopes of the reduc

tion of our power, and the dismemberment ef our empire,

through th.- incapacity and infatuation of our ministers;

though can: i. ; !v forbearing interference, until, by perseve

rance in 01:* ru'nous plan, the colonies were completely

separated i.-oni the mother country. Such were the con

clusions and predictions of consummate wisdom ; but they

were disregarded, and the propositions for terminating the

r viyctcd. dissensions between Britain and America were rejected by

a great m.-ijority.

THE house of commons breathed'a spirit of coercion

no less vehement than that of the house of peers. On the

3d ot February, the minister moved an address to the

king, declaring Massachusetts Bay to be in a state of re

bellion, and detailing the acts from which he attempted to

justify his assertion : they had been countenanced and en

couraged by unlawful combinations in other colonies, to

the injury and oppression of many of their innocent fel

low-subjects resident within the kingdom of Great 13ri
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tain and the rest of his majesty's dominions ; and their CHAP.

conduct was more inexcusable, as the parliament of Bri

tain had conducted itself with such moderation toward the ,---

Americans ; but though ready to redress real grievan

ces, dutifully and constitutionally submitted to parliament,

they would not relinquish the sovereign authority which

the legislature possessed over the colonies. The address

besought his majesty to take the most effectual measures

to enforce obedience ; and assured him of the fixed resolu

tion of the addressers, at the hazard of their lives and

properties, to stand by his majesty, against all rebellious

attempts, in the maintenance of his rights and those of the

two houses of parliament. This was a very momentous

motion, the fate of which, it was foreseen, must in a great

measure determine whether there would or would not be

a civil war j for were the provincials declared to be re

bels, it was very probable that they would be hurried to

actual revolt. The address met with strong opposition ;

]Mr. Dunning endeavoured to prove, that the Americans

were not in rebellion, and supported his assertion by an

appeal to legal definitions, which, he contended, did not

apply to any of the acts in Massachusetts. The address ?1I"llsfe'"i
• V" J conceive

to the sovereign contained a charge against fellow subjects the con-

that was not true, and asked him to prosecute a crime America 10

which had not been committed. Mr. Thurlow, the attor- becas.yj

ney general, affirmed that the Americans were traitors

and rebels, but did not prove his position from a compari

son of their conduct with the treason laws. Ministerial

members endeavoured to show that they were both rebels

and cowards ; colonel Grant, in particular, told the house, nn'' the

vitir i • i • • i .1 A A., i r:

that he had often acted in the same service with the Ame- coaar,is.

cans ; he knew them well, and from that knowledge would

venture to predict, that they would never dare to face an

English army, as being destitute of every requisite to con

stitute good soldiers : by their laziness, uncleanliness, or

radical defect of.constitution, they were incapable of going

through the service of a campaign, and would melt away

with sickness before they could face an enemy ; so that

a very slight force would be more than sufficient for their

complete reduction. Many ludicrous stories were told of

their cowardice, greatly to the entertainment of the minis-
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CHAT.

XIV.

1775.

Oliscrva-

M-IIH nf

Mr. Fox

•n the in

spiring

rlleeuof

terial members, who were all confident that America

would make a short and feeble resistance. Mr. Fox most

eminently distinguished himself, not only by the force of

his reasoning and eloquence, but by the depth of his saga

city, which with a prophetic accuracy marked the conse

quences of the proposed measure. It would create the

rebellion, which now, without grounds, was declared to

exist. The ministerial inferences respecting the cowar

dice of the Americans were founded upon false and futile

premises, and rested on the reports of officers who had

served wiih them in the war against the French. The

provincials had certainly not behaved with that uniform

valour which was displayed by the regular troops, but

then they considered themselves as auxiliaries, not as

principals. The military operations were to promote the

success of the British empire ; whereas, if now driven to

war, they were to fight, according to their conception, for

their own liberty and property, against usurpation and

tyranny. Those persons must have attended little to the

passions, and the history of human conduct, who conclud

ed, that because men were not always disposed to fight vali

antly for others, they therefore would not fight valiantly for

themselves. " Peruse (said Mr. Fox) the history of con-

" tests for freedom ; you will find that every people inspi-

" red with manly virtue enough to value and desire liber-

" ty, has always displayed energy and courage in asserting

11 their right to so inestimable a blessing : the Americans

" will fight when inspired by so powerful a motive." He

concluded with moving an amendment, to leave out all

but the preliminary words of the address, and to substi

tute after them the following : " But, deploring that the

" information which they (the papers laid before the

" house) had afforded, served only to convince the house

" that the measures taken by his majesty's servants tended

" rather to widen than to heal the unhappy differences be-

setts Ut • " tween Great Britain and America." The arguments

•ioeim-cUte and exertions of that extraordinary senator were of little

sut'eufre- avall i tne proposed address was carried by a great majo-

hriiiou. ty, anc] was equally successful in the house of peers. Eigh-teen lords entered into a protest against a measure, which

they affirmed to amount to a declaration of war : the hos-
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I '

tile manifesto was not^ they asserted, justified by evidence ; CHAP.

the acts of parliament affecting Massachusetts Bay were ^^^^

real grievances ; and those continuing unrepealed, the 1775

Americans had no reason to confide in general assurances

of redress : we had refused to listen to their petitions ;

we would receive no information but from one side ; we

punished without inquiry, and branded with the name of

rebels those who remonstrated against such unjust and

illegal punishment. The dissentients further objected to

the address, that the means of enforcing the authority of

the British legislature was confined to persons whose ca

pacity for that purpose was doubtful, and who had hither

to employed no effectual measures for conciliating or re

ducing the opposers of that authority. This protest,

which is in fact a deprecation of the war from which Bri

tain has since suffered so much calamity, concluded with

the following words : " Parliament has never refused any

*' of their [the ministers] proposals, and yet our affairs have

" proceeded daily from bad to worse, until we have been

" brought, step by step, to that state of confusion, and eveH

" civil violence, which was the natural result of such des-

" perate measures. We therefore protest against an ad-

" dress amounting to a declaration ofwar, which is found-

" ed on no proper parliamentary information, which was '

" introduced by refusing to suffer the presentation of pe-

" titions against it (although it be the undoubted right of the

"subject to present the same), which followed the rejec-

" tion of every mode of conciliation, which holds out no

" substantial offer of redress of grievances, and which pro-

" mises support to those ministers who have inflamed Ame-

" rica, and grossly misconducted the affairs of G. Britain."0

IN consequence of this address, his majesty sent a mes

sage to the house of commons, intimating his resolution, in J****!*
i- -ii • i r i • i- ii i'•oia his

compliance with the wishes of his parliament to take the majesty re-

most speedy and effectual measures for supporting the just ^"l',"^*"

rights of the crown and legislature, and that some augmenta- atian of

tion of his forces by sea and land would be necessary for this

purpose. Accordingly, an increase both of the army and navy

was voted; and reason was given to expect that a great' r

number would be required in the course of the session.

e Debii'U's Parliamentary Papers, vol. iii. p. 516—518.

Vol. 1. Y y y
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CHAP. Opposition insisted, that the ministerial mode of sending

x N small bodies to America was totally inadequate to the pur-

1775 poses of the coercion which they so madly sought; their

violent counsels would drive the Americans to revolt,

while their feeble and tardy preparations would be inef

fectual to the suppression of the disturbances. Mini

sters, in discussing this as well as other questions, formed

their conclusions on a presumption that the Americans

were cowards ; and continued to express the certainty of

reducing all the other colonies to obedience, by merely

commencing military operations in Massachusetts Bay.

While ministers were proceeding in preparing to compel

obedience by means of a military force, they endeavoured

to promote the same by other means. With this view

it was resolved, until they should become submissive,

to withhold from them one of their chief sources of

subsistence.

THE northern provinces had derived essential benefits

tiiilfcr from the Newfoundland fisheries. In a country not very

the* New productive in corn, a great part of the livelihood of the

England poor was drawn from the ocean ; numbers of the inhabi-
pr*e iucea *

fro',, com- tants were fishermen, and had no other means of purcha-

1i" sing flour and other necessaries of life, but from the pro

ceeds of that occupation. Their fisheries were, moreover,

the ineans of sustaining a race of seamen; they were

allowed to carry their cargoes to any port south of Cape

Finisterre, and were accustomed to supply Spain and Por

tugal with fish during the season of Lent. The minister

thought that by debarring them from seeking so material an

article of their food where it was most likely to be found, he

should at length bring them to that compliance which his

other schemes had successively failed to produce. He

therefore, on the 10th of February, moved for leave to bring

in a bill to restrain the trade and commerce of the pro

vinces of Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire, the

colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Island, and Provi-

di nee Plantation, in North America, to Great Britain,

Ireland, and the British islands in the West Indies ; and

to prohibit such provinces and colonies from carrying on

any fishery on the banks of Newfoundland, or other places

therein to be mentioned, under certain conditions and for
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a limited time. In support of the proposed bill, plausible CHAP.

arguments were adduced : the Americans had refused to .—vr~

trade with this kingdom, it was therefore just that we 1775

should not suffer them to trade with any other country ;

the restraints of the act of navigation were their charter;

and the several permissions to deviate from that law, were

so many acts of grace and favour, all of which, when they

ceased to be merited by ihe colonies, ought to be revoked by

the legislature. The fisheries on the banks of Newfound

land, as well as all others in North America, were the

undoubted right of Great Britain, and she might accord

ingly dispose of them as she pleased ; as both houses had

declared Massachusetts Bay to be in a state of rebellion, it

was but just and reasonable to deprive it of a benefit which

it before enjoyed only by indulgence. The bill, its fra-

mer proposed, should be only temporary ; and particular

persons might be excepted, should they obtain certificates

from the governor of their province that their behaviour

was loyal and peaceable, or should they subscribe a test

acknowledging the supremacy of parliament. It was

proper to include the other colonies in the prohibitions

imposed upon Massachusetts ; New Hampshire, Connec

ticut, and Rhode Island, bordered on that province ; and,

unless the privation extended to them the purposes of the

act would be defeated : besides, though the people had

not broken out in actual violence, they had manifested a

disposition to assist the Bostonians. The bill was very

strongly opposed : its principle was alleged to involve the

Innocent with the guilty ; to empoverish and starve four

provinces, because one was asserted to be in a state of

rebellion. Its impugners did not admit the doctrine of

its supporters, that the vicinity of one province to another

actually in rebellion, is a just reason for including the

inhabitants of the tranquil province in the punishment. It

was, besides, cruel to deprive poor wretches of their hard-

earned livelihood, and the exception of those whom the

governor might think proper to favour, would only intro

duce a scandalous partiality, and pernicious monopoly ;

but the plan was inexpedient as well as unjust, and would

be extremely hurtful to the merchants of Britain. New

England owed them a grrat balance, and had no*
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CHAP, other means of discharging the debt, than through the

fish try, and the trade which it circuitously produced ; the

fisheries would be lost to us, and transferred to our rivals;

the inhabitants of the coasts, to prevent themselves from

starving, must have recourse to other occupations, and

•were the provinces driven to war, would become soldiers.

Thus we provoked rebellion by one set of unjust acts, and

recruited the rebellious army by another. Various peti

tions were presented by merchants trading to America,

stating the evils of the bill even to our own fisheries, as

well as to commerce in general. The expostulations, how

ever, produced no effect, and the bill was passed by a

great majority in both houses. k A protest in the house

of peers, after detailing the various objections to the prin

ciples and provisions of this measure, contains the follow

ing very striking remark on the conduct of ministry :

" That government which attempts to preserve its authori-

" ty by destroying the trade of its subjects, and by invol-

" ving the innocent and the guilty in one common ruin, if

" it act from a chojce of such means, confesses itself

" unworthy ; if from inability to find any other, admits

" itself wholly incompetent to the end of its institution.''

Plan of WHILE administration appeared bent on pursuing the

lord North . i j XT i ' i i

for conciii- most coercive measures, lord North proposed a law,

America*i wnlcn being professedly conciliatory, astonished not only

opposition, buc many of the adherents of ministers. The

bill, however, was founded on a position implied in the

address, " that there was a great want of unanimity in the

" colonies." On that principle it had been declared, that

" whenever any of the colonies shall make a proper appli-

" cation to us, we shall be ready to afford them every just

" and reasonable indulgence." Me therefore proposed,

that when any of the colonies should proffer, according to

tiiL-ir abilities, to- raise their due proportion towards the

v common defence (the assessment to be raised under the

k It WM on I c discussion oftljis question, Ciibboa informs us, that Mr. Fox

first nuuiite&ted t parliament tlie extraordinary force and extent of his talents.

** The principal

Miles ; tlie tatter

pass of the tpiesii

thcr lutt fru-iuls hoped, nor his enemies drvuded." See liihliou's Loiter to lord

hhuflicid, 177J.

iC I i, both days, vvere Fox ainl \Vo(Mer!lurne, on the opposite

!•^ilaverl Itis nanal talents: the former, taking the vast coin-

: tf. J*.re, na, discovert (I pouers for regular delmte, which nci-
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authority of the assembly of the province, and toj^e dispo- CHAP.

sable by parliament,) and when such colony should also V_X1^-J/

engage to provide for the support of its civil government 1775

and the administration of justice, parliament should for

bear the exaction of duties or taxes, except such as should

be necessary for the regulation of trade. It was frequently

the fate of lord North's measures, both deliberative and

executive, to be proposed too late for answering an end,

which they might have attained had they been sooner pro

posed. It has been already remarked, that during many

years there was a great diversity of sentiment in the seve

ral colonies concerning principles of government, and

other subjects connected with their relation to the mother

country ; and that it might have been easy for the minis

ter, by attending minutely to their different views and

opinions, to have so effectually kept their interests separate,

as to prevent any coalition. But the plans which he had

lately pursued, had served to unite in one muss materials

before discordant : from diversity, government had dri

ven them to uniformity of views. This scheme of com

promise might, and probably would, have been received

by the middle and southern colonies, from lord North, at

the beginning of his administration, and its reception by

therq must have compelled the northern republicans at

length to accede ; but the season was past. The ministerT

on introducing his motion, made a speech, in which he

demonstrated that he considered his present plan as a

deviation from the high system of coercion which he had

before inculcated. He quoted a variety of instances from

the history of this country, of ministers and parliaments

altering their opinions in a change of circumstances.

The present system, he urged, would be a touchstone to

try the sincerity of the Americans ; if their opposition

was founded on the principles which they pretended, they twould comply with the terms ; if they should refuse them,

they must have been actuated by different motives from

those which they professed. " We (snid he) shall then

" be prepared, and know how to act ; after having shown

" our wisdom, our justice, and our humanity, by giving

" them an opportunity of redeeming their past faults, and

" holding out to them fitting terms of accommodation, if
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CH.U'. " they reject them, we shall be justified in taking the

" most coercive measures, and they must he answerable

1775 " to God and man for the consequences." This mea

sure appeared a concession to the colonies, and met with

its first opposition from gentlemen who usually supported

/. pprc- government. It was by some ministerial members oppo-

one party sed, as contrary to the principles both of the late address

-too^uch*l* an^ olner acts of government. These objections were

pressed with the greatest ardour by Mr. Dundas, and also

the partisans of the Bedford interest ; the former, in what

ever he undertook, preferred firmness and decision, and

disliked the present plan as wavering and indecisive ; the

latter, who had uniformly been the abettors of coercion,

reprobated every indication of a conciliatory spirit. The

disapprobation of persons on whose coincidence he had

relied, embarrassed and distressed the minister, and he

repeatedly endeavoured to explain himself, but without

giving satisfaction. At length, sjr Gilbert Elliot profes

sed to reconcile the apparent deviation, and for that pur

pose observed, thut the address contained two correspon

dent1 lines of conduct ; on the one hand, to repress rebel

lion, protect loyalty, and enforce the laws ; on the other,

to grant indulgence to colonists who should return to their

duty. For the first of these purposes, the forces had

been augmented, and the prohibitory system adopted ; tor

the last, the present plan was proposed, and without it

the restrictory act would have been defective and unjust.

By this proposition, parliament would not lose the right

of imposing taxes ; that was a power which it expressly

reserved, neither did it suspend its exercise ; it manifest

ed the firm resolution of the legislature to compel Ameri

ca to provide what we (not they) thought just and reason

able for the support of the empire. Their compliance was

1 Tliis refined d'stinclion did not prevent discerning supporters oflord North's

administration I'rom re£urdi!tp sued very opposite measures in the true 1'ght* as

the render may observe in the following extract from Gibbon, written upon iliia

occasion " We goon with regard to America, if we can be said to go on ; for

last Monday a conciliatory motion of allowing the colonies to tax themselves,

was introduced by lord North, in the midst of lives and fortunes, nar and

fandne. \Ve went into the house in confusion, every moment expecting that

the Redfords would tlv into rebellion against those measures. Lord North rose

siv iniir . to :i|>|i :i-,,' the storm, but all in vain ; till at length «ir Gilbert decla

red fur administration, ami ihe troops all rallied under therr proper standard.'*'

Gibbon'i Letter l° lord Sheffield, i'eb. 25tU, 1771.
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the only ground of their hope to be reconciled to this CHAP.

country. REVENUE WAS THE SUBJECT OF DISPUTE : if

the Americans offered a satisfactory contribution, their past 17-5

offences would he pardoned, and if they did not, we should

compel them to do us justice. Members who had dis- by anothpr

liked this motion, under the idea that it was not coercive, to° Hc'

now becrfme more favourable. The opponents of minis

try contended, that the measure was invidious : " It

" carries (said they) two faces on its very first appear-

" ance ; to the Americans, and to those who are unwilling

'" to proceed in the extremes of violence against them, the

" minister holds out negotiation and amity : to those who

" have joined him, on condition (said Mr. Foxm) that he Mr. F«c

',,.,.' . c i • . • opnosesits

* will support the supremacy ot this country, the proposi- jneomi*. '

" tion holds out a determination to persevere in pursuit of ten°y-

" that object. But his friends see that he is relaxing, and" the committee sees that they are all ready to withdraw" from ander his standard. No one in this country, who" is sincerely the advocate of peace, will trust the spe-

" ciousness of his expressions, and the Americans will" reject them with disdain. This proposition, so far front

*' tending to disunite, would unite the Americans more" closely ; they would guard against artifice, as well as" defend themselves against force. The minister is con-" tradictory to himself in his professions of conciliation," and very short sighted in conceiving that they would" impose on the Americans."

THE plan was evidently only a change of the mode,

not a renunciation of the right, of levying taxes ; it was

a half measure, an attempt to compromise the difference,

when it was plain, from the very beginning, that there was

no medium between coercion and abandonment. If the

ministry were before right, they conceded by far too

much, if wrong by far too little. Lord North was

too anxious to please one party, without much dis

pleasing the other ; there was a fluctuation of coun

sels, a mixture of soothing and irritating measures,

which reciprocally defeated the effect of each othur. With

abilities that fitted him for being a leader, from want of

firmness he was too often a follower of men who were

m Se« Parliamentary Debates, February 20th, 1776.
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CHAP. much inferior to himself. While this bill was the subject

.^^L. of discussion, he displayed more dexterity in retreating,

,775 than boldness in maintaining his post. His conciliatory

Policy of plan having undergone such modifications as made a con-

iord North .,.-,? • • • i i i

•wavering siderabie change in its principle and tendency, passed the

hae lrrcs°" house by a majority not altogether so great as those whichhad voted for other propositions of ministers.

Conciliate- MR. BURKE, havinc; devoted a preat part of his time
rv pliinof . . '. . .b . , r A • j

Mr. Burke ar)d attention to inquiries into the state ot America, and

"round or n:lvinS concluded that an attempt to subjugate the colo-

expcUi- nists would be impracticable, persisted in recommending

conciliation, On the 28th of March 1775, he proposed to

the house a plan for the reestablishment of concord. He

forbore entering into the question of right, but confined

himself to the consideration of expediency ; and proceeded

upon a principle admitted by the wisest legislators, that

government must be adapted to the nature and situation of

the people for whose benefit it is exercised. He therefore

investigated the circumstances, modes of thinking, dispo

sitions, and principles of action, of those men in particu

lar, the treatment of whom was the object of deliberation.

To ascertain the propriety of concession, he examined and

explained the internal and external state, with the natural

and accidental circumstances of the colonies. He consi

dered them with respect to situation, resources, extent,

numbers, amazing growth of population, rapid increase of

commerce, fisheries, and agriculture ; from which he evin

ced their strength and importance. He then inquired into

that unconquerable spirit of freedom by which the Ame

ricans are distinguished. This violent passion for liberty,

he traced from the sources of descent, education, manners,

religious principles, and forms of government. He de

scribed the prosperity of America, so rapidly increased in

the course of the century, and deduced from its advances,

on the one hand, the benefits which had accrued, and would

accrue in a still greater degree to this country, if our

ancient amity were restored; on the other, their power

of resistance, if we should persevere in our determination

to employ force. The American spirit of liberty (he said)

ao predominating from a variety of causes, must be treated

jn one of three ways. It must either be changed, as incon
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venient; prosecuted, as criminal; or complied with, as Cfi.vi'.

necessary. One means of changing the spirit was, by ^_x^>.

taking measures to stop that spreading population, so ,--5

alarming to the country ; but attempts of this sort would

be totally impracticable, and even if they were not, would

diminish the benefit which rendered the colonies valuable

to the mother country. To empoverish the colonies in

general, and especially to arrest the noble course of their

marine enterprises, was a project that might be compassed ;

but we had colonies for no other purpose than to be service

able to us ; it seemed therefore preposterous to render

them unserviceable, in order to keep them obedient. The

second mode of breaking the stubborn spirit of the Ame

ricans, by prosecuting it as criminal, was impossible in

the execution, and consequently absurd in the attempt.

Perseverance in the endeavour to subjugate a numerous

and powerful people, fighting for what they conceived to

be their liberty, would diminish our trade, exhaust our

resources, and impair our strength, without making any

elfectual impression upon America. From the contest

with the colonies, there would also ensue a rupture with

European powers, and a general war; After endeavour

ing to demonstrate the policy of concession, he proceeded

to the principle on which he proposed that the concession

should be made. His propositions (he said) were founded

on the ancient constitutional policy of this kingdom respect

ing representation ; they merely followed the guidance of

experience. In the cases of Wales, the county palatine,

Chester, and Durham, their utility to this country was

coeval with their admission to a participation of the Bri

tish constitution : our constitutional treatment of America

had caused the benefits which we had derived from that

country. Before 1763, we had walked with security, ad

vantage, and honour; since that time, discontent and

trouble had prevailed. " I do not (said he) examine the

" abstract question of right; I do not inquire whether you

" have a right to render your people miserable ; but, whe-

" ther it is not your interest to make them happy. It is not

" what a lawyer tells me, I may do ; but what humanity,

" reason, and justice, tell me, that I ought to do. By your

" old mode of treating the colonies, they were well affected

VOL. I. Z z z
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CHAP. " to you, and you derived from them immense and rapidly

" increasing advantage ; by your new mode, they are ill

i775 " affected to you, and you have obstructed and prevented

" the emolument. I recommend to you to return from the

" measures by which you now lose, to those by which you

" formerly gained."" From these arguments Mr. Burke

formed his pacific proposition:" that the Americans should

tax themselves by their own representatives, in their own.

assemblies, agreeable to the former usage, and to the ana

logy of the British constitution and that all acts imposing

duties should be repealed. Though a speech more replete

with wisdom was, perhaps, never spoken in that or any

other assembly, yet wisdom was unavailing, and the con

ciliatory plan was rejected by men determined on com

pulsory measures.

MR. HARTLEY soon after proposed a scheme of re

concilement, intended as a medium between the systems

of lord North and Mr. Burke. His plan was, that, at

the desire of parliament, the secretary of state should

require the several colonies to contribute to the general

expense of the empire, but leave the amount and applica

tion to the contributors themselves. Thus, on the one

n He moved thirteen resolutions ; of which the sis first contained his gene

ral principles null plan : 1st, lit moved, That the colonies and plantations of

Great Britain in North America, consisting of fourteen separate governments,

and containing two millions urn! upwards of free inhabitants, have not had the

liberty and privilege of electing and sending any knights and burgesses, cip

others, to represent them in the high court of parliament '-dly, Thai the said

colonies and plantations had been made liable to, and bounded bv , several sub

sidies, payments, rates, and taxes, given and grafted by parliament, though the

said colonies and plantations have not their knights and burgesses in the said

high court of parliament of their own eleetion, to re present the condition oftheir

country ; by lack whereof, they had been touched and grieved by subsidies given,

granted, and assented to in the said court, in a manner prejudicial to the com

monwealth, quietness, rest, and peace, of the subjeets inhabiting within the

same. 3dly, I'hat from the distance of the said colonies, and from other circum

stances, no method bad hitherto been doused for procuring a representation irt

parliament for the said colonies. 4thly, That each of the said colonies hath

within itself a body chosen, in part or in whole, by th« freemen, freeholders, or

other free inhabitants thereol, commonly called the gcneml assembly, or gene

ral court, with powers legally to raise, levy, and assess, according to the seve

ral usages of such colonies, duties and taxes towards defraying all sort* of pull-

lie serviees. Sthlr, That the said general assemblies, general courts, or other

bodies legally qualified as aforesaid, have at sundry times freely granted several

large subsidies and public aids for his majesty's service, according to their abili

ties, when required thereto by letter from one of his majesty's principal secre

taries of state ; and that their right to grant the same, and their cheerfulness

and sufficiency in the said grants, have been at sundry times acknowledged by

parliament. fithlv, That it hath been found by evpenence, that the manner oi"

granting the said supplies and aids by the said general assemblies, hath been

more agreeable to the inhabitants of the said colonies, and more benefieial an-'
conducive to the public service, than the mode of giving and granting aids •

parliament, to be raiitd and paid in the laid colonies.
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hand, requisition of revenue would originate with parlia- CHAP.

ment;- on the other, colonists would not be taxed without ^-v-^

their own consent. The arguments so often repeated in ^75.

favour of conciliation and of coercion, were employed by

opposition and ministry; and, as before, reason was over

born by numbers.

THE minister now introduced a second restrainiirg Bill for ex-

bill, for extending the prohibitions of the first to all the eommer-

remaining colonies, except New York ; which after under- j^JU^'

going a similar discussion as the other, was passed into a themiddle

law. Various petitions were presented to his majesty, *"n coio- "

praying for the adoption of new measures respecting »'««•

America ; but of these, the most remarkable was the peti

tion of the city of London, presented to the king by the

hands of Mr. Wilkes the lord mayor. In the usual style

of the addresses of the city for several years, this paper

was rather a remonstrance than a petition : it justified the

resistance of America, as founded upon constitutional

principles ; asserted that the colonies were driven to it

by the corruption and tyranny of the British government ;

that the conduct of Britain towards America was totally

opposite to the principles which had produced the revolu

tion, and the accession of the house of Brunswick ; and

that it would be fatal to the commerce, prosperity, peace,

and welfare of this country. His majesty expressed par

ticular resentment at both the matter and the manner of

this expostulation. A petition was about the same time,

presented to the house of peers from the British inhabi

tants of the province of Quebec, praying the "favourable

interposition of their lordships, as the hereditary guardians

of the rights of the people, that the act might be repealed

or amended, and that the 'petitioners might enjoy their

constitutional rights, privileges, and franchises. Lord

Camden moved a repeal of the act, on the same grounds

that it had been opposed in the former yearj but the mo

tion was negatived : and a similar petition presented to

the house of commons, met with a similar fate.

THE province of New York was very opposite in

habits and sentiments to its neighbours of New England : "nee or

,as distinguished for love of gaiety and pleasure, as the

New Englandcrs were for austerity and puritannical zeal;
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CHAP/ and as much attached to monarchy, as the others were

*^" devoted to republicanism. They had been uniformly

17r3 more moderate than any of either the middle or southern

colonies ; in their provincial assembly, they refused to

acknowledge the congress, and declared their resolution

of continuing united to Great Britain: they did not, how

ever, profess unconstitutional submission, but stated the

grounds on which they were willing to continue in alle-

Ueprcsen- mance. In their statement, they included various crriev-
tation to ° ' . J . -

the com- ances ; drew up a representation ot their sentiments and

monfi wishes, comprehending an entreaty for the redress of the

evils which they alleged to exist, and transmitted it to

their agent Mr. jiiurke, desiring him to present it to the

house of commons. In introducing this paper to the

house, Mr. Burke expatiated on the favourable dispo

sition of the province of New York. In the midst of all

the violence which overspread the continent, that colony

had preserved her legislature and government entire ; and

when every thing elsewhere was tending to a civil war,

she dutifully submitted her complaints to the justice and

clemency of the mother country. Their direct applica

tion to the house afforded a fair opportunity for terminat

ing differences. New York was a centrical province,

which could break the communication between the north

ern and southern colonies j and, by having that country in

our favour, we might be able to coerce the rest. He pro

posed, therefore, that the remonstrance should be read.

Ministers contended, that the form of the address render

ed its admission inconsistent with the honour and dignity

of the British parliament; for it avoided the name of a

petition, lest it should imply obedience to the legislature :

isfendssccl the representation was therefore dismissed unheard.

PARLIAMENT this session came to a resolution of set

tling Buckingham house on the queen, instead of Somer

set house, and vesting the latter building in his majesty

for the purpose of erecting certain public offices. The

last business which occupied the session of 1 775 was finance.

Supplies, fhe amount of the supplies for the year was 4,307,4501. and

a million of three per cent. annuities was paid off at 88

per cent. ; 1,205,0001. exchequer bills were discharged,

and new ones to an equal amount issued. When the
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money bills received the royal assent, the speaker addres- CHAP.

sed his majesty, averting to the heaviness of the grants, ^^L,

which nothing but the particular exigencies of the times 1775

could justify in a season of peace : but assuring the king,that if the Americans persisted in their resistance, thecommons will use ever)' effort to maintain and supportthe supremacy of the legislature. On the 26th of May, Session

, . '. iii • • i i • i • i • i closes.

his majesty closed the session with his, speech, in which

he expressed the greatest satisfaction with their conduct.

He declared his conviction, that the conciliatory proposi

tions would have the desired effect in bringing back the

Americans to a sense of their duty ; he informed parlia

ment, that he had received satisfactory assurances from

the neighbouring powers, of their amicable dispositions ;

and particularly thanked the houses for the mark of their

attachment lately shown to the queen. Thus closed a

session of parliament, in which, notwithstanding the ablest

efforts to effect conciliation, a great majority, bent upon

coercion, adopted such measures as rendered a war un-
iii . . TOiuable.

avoidable between Britain and her colonies.

WHILE the American contest occupied the chief at- Literary

.... . ,,..,.. r men for

tention ot parliament, it was also the principal subject 01 and against

"political literature. Three systems of conduct were pro- J.i'oneof F"

posed by writers on our disputes with the colonies : con- America.

ciliation supported by many able authors, at the head of

whom was Mr. Burke ; coercion, supported by a great

number of writers, with a smaller aggregate of ability, at

the head of vyhom was a man of no less eminent talents,

doctor Samuel Johnson ; the third system was that of-

Dean Tucker, who proposed entirely to relinquish Ame

rica, in which that gentleman stood alone. His scheme

was ridiculed at the time by both parties ; but it now ap

pears that even a total separation would have been more

fortunate for us without hostilities, than a plan of coer

cion, which, after a long and expensive war, was to end

with that separation : the event has justified the anticipa

tion of Dean Tucker's sagacity. The productions of Mr.

Burke on these subjects exhibit to the historical reader a

clear and complete view of what had been our policy to

wards America, and what had been the consequences :

what then was our policy, and what then were the actual



542 HISTORY OF THE

CHAP. and probable consequences. They also present to the po-

'-v^' litical philosopher, perspicuous and forcible reasoning

irrs. upon the system which government had adopted. Doctor

Johnson's essay, manifestly as it demonstrated the meta

physical ingenuity of its author, afforded little light on the

merits of the question. It is a chain of reasoning upon

an assumption : the first position asserts as an axiom,

the very principle to be proved, the supremacy of parlia

ment ; it attempts to dazzle the understanding, by repre

senting analogies between subjects totally dissimilar.° In

politics, indeed, its author adhered too much to generali

ties to be practically beneficial ; and with the most power

ful mind, habituated to abstraction, he on the question of

luxation reasoned rather as an acute schoolman, than as an

able statesman. He did not enter into that particular con

sideration of the actual cases, which he employed with

such powerful and happy effect in his critical and moral

Some of writings. While Mr. Burke and other authors supported

the last , r , • , • i • • i

suppoit the cause of the Americans on constitutional principles,

tiics*™"" aml llle wisdom of doctor Johnson could not prevent his

eonsiiiu- peculiar prejudices from operating in impugning the

jrou'uiis ; claims of the Americans on very high tory principles ;

literary advocates arose in their favour, who fell into the

others on opposite extreme. Doctors Priestley and Price, dissenting

tio"s"miim- ministers of every great ability and eminence, refining on

;8l*" ^e sPecul:ltiolls of tne illustrious Locke, formed theories

of civil and religious liberty totally incapable of being re-

ment.

o In order to ridicule the resistance of Amerien, Johnson suppose** Corn

wall to resolae to separate itself from the rest of Kngland, and to refuse- -to

subndt loan Knglish parliament : holding a congress at Truro, and publishing

resolutions similar to those of ilie Americans " Would not (he rays) such a de-

clatat'On appear to proceed from insaritv ?"—The cases are not analogous:

Cornwall is fully represented in parlU'ueiit ; consequently, could not have the

same reas'm for resisting our legislature : but if we were to suppose parliament

u!is!ird and wickc-d enough to make laws depriving Cornwall, without any

demerit, ofthe most valuable privileges of Britons, the I'orimhmru would h:« e

:i rii^ht to resist that aet, because oppressive, unconstitutional, and unjust. A*

to the expediency of exerting the right of resistance, the case would lie very

different between Cornwall and America j Cornwall being both mileIt weaker

ainl much nearer than the colonies. It is diflicull to cunc ive that the uisdom

cilul analog}' to iiu-

hc shew s, that lie

i resistance, as cer-

o means as a M A N

IsOVHEa ascribe to

it in real effects; he did iuit r. llect on the energetic spirii which inspires men

p for what either is, or thuj think to IK-, their liboiljes.

ofJohnson could have intended the exhibition of this fa

pret* reasoning men. In the whole of the work, however

considered the sul.ji:;.*:)tKm of America, if it persevered

lam. AVith many enimaiile and admirahle ijuahties, by

rntrrUinig a just value tor freedom, he did nut as a rmi
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duced to practice in any society of human beings, as far CHAP.

as experience ascertains to us the qualities and capacities ^^^,

of man ; and tending, by holding up fanciful models of I775.

polity, to render the votaries of these writers dissatisfied

with the existing establishments. Thus the opposition

to the plans respecting America, though hitherto defensi

ble on constitutional grounds, gave rise to discussions

productive of visionary and dangerous doctrines, which

eventually promoted very unconstitutional conduct.

KND OF THE FIRST VOL17MK..
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