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DISCOURSE.

*-**

JUDGE's v. 23.

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bit

terly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the

help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

ALL scrihture is given by in Airation of God, and is Argºla

&le for dºrine, for rearvy, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness.

The passage I first read, we find recorded in the song com"

posed by Deborah, an inspired prophetess, and judge in 18

rael. , She composed and sung this song in consequence of a

signal vićtory gained ever the entmies of Israel, in time of

war; a war which God himself had commanded them to en

gage in, for the defence of their rights, liberties, and blessings.

Israel, for whom God had done great things, sinned with

a high hand against him; and to punish them for their idol

atry and wickedness, the Lord suffered Jabin, a powerful king

of Cannaan, to oppress them, and bring them into bondage,

and afflićt them twenty-years. This humbled them, and they

cried unto the Lord, and he direéted Deborah to call upon

Barak to collect an army, and march against the army of Ja

bin commanded by Sistra, and the Lord promised to deliver

them into his hand. When the requisition for men was

made, some of the governors offered themselves and the peo

ple willingly ; others held back and refused their aid : how

ever Deborah the prophetess, and Barak the general with his

little army, marched and attacked the mighty host of their

enemies, and overthrow them, and so delivered their nation

from oppression; for the Lord was with them, and fought

for Israel against their enemies. This one battle was so de

cisive, that it put an end to the war, and the land had rest

forty years. Deborah and Barak celebrated this vićtory in a

divide song, in which they call upon kings and all people ic
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consider what wonderful things God had done for Israel;

they describe the sin and misery of the nation; they render

praise to God; they give commendation to some of the Is

raelites, and pass censures on others, especially the inhabi

tants of Meroz, mentioned in the text. - Curse ye Meroz, said

the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof,

decause they came not to the help of the Lord, the heft of the Lord

again.t the mighty.

Phis passage of Scripture contains the following general

truths : - - --

1. One nation may be so oppressed by another, that it

may be the will of the Lord for them to take up arms, and

go to war with their oppressors.

2. In such a case, it is the duty of the whole nation to

unite against the common enemy.

3. If any part of the nation, in these circumstances with

hold their aid and help from their own nation, and side with

the enemy, it is highly displeasing to God. This was the

condućt of the inhabitants of Meroz, and the angel of the

Lord ordered them to be cursed, with a bitter curse. -

4. A nation engaged in a just war, a war for the defence

of their just rights, a war that God approves—such a war

God considers as his own cause, and to help in such a cause

is to come to the help of the Lord ; and if the nation in these

circumstances humble themselves for their sins, and cry un

to the Lord, he will be with them, and whatever difficulties

may be in the way, however powerful the enemy may be, if

they have nine hundred chariots of war, or a thousand ships

of war, yet the Lord will give vićtory to the oppressed, who

humbly trust in him.

In order to illustrate and make application of this subjećt,

for our benefit on this occasion, I shall consider the similari

ity between the charaćter and condućt of Israel and that of

our nation, and the similarity between God's dealings to

wards Israel and that of our nation. -

1. What great things the Lord did for Israel in bringing

them out of bondage in Egypt, conduéting them to Cannaan,

casting out the heathen, and planting them in that good land.

Israel, the seed of Abraham, God's friend, were enslaved in

Egypt; Pharoah, a cruel tyrant, oppressed them, and set task

masters over them, and made them serve with rigor, and pre
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- vented their worshipping God agreeably to the dićtates of

: their own consciences. They cried unto the Lord in their

distress, and he heard them, and sent Moses to deliver them.

God wrought wonders in Egypt by the hand of Moses; and

at length he brought his people out, and led them on to the

Red Sea, which the Lord divided, and led through on dry

ground; their enemies attempting to follow, were swept a

way by the returning billows. He led them in the wilder

, neis forty years, with a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar

of fire by night; he wrought many, wonderful miracles on

their behalf, and at last divided Jordan, and led them over

- into Canaan. And when the heathen combined, against

them, the Lord fought for them, and gave them the vićtory,

and settled them quietly in that good land, flowing as with

milk and honey, and they spread abroad, and became a great

nation). *.

What a pićture this exhibits of the great and marvellous

, things God has done for our nation. Our fathers were in

, bondage in England, afflićted with the hard hand of tyranny

- and oppression; they were persecuted, oppressed and pro

r scribed; and not suffered the free enjoyment of their holy re

-ligion. They were oppressed with enormous taxes, were

a prosecuted, imprisoned, and fined, for worshipping God

: agreeably to the dićtates of their own conscience. They cri

... ed unto the Lerd in their distress, and he heard them, and

: put it into their hearts to emigrate from their native country,

... to this then howling wilderness. The Lord took our fath

ers under his protection, and brought them across the wide

ocean, and planted them in this American land; and when

the heathen, who were numerous, combined against them,

, the Lord was on their side; he weakened and destroyed the

einemy by pestilence, and in various ways, and gave our fath

ers vićtory; he caused them to take root, increase, and spread

abroad in this land; he blessed them in their basket and store,

and raised them up to a great people. And when the moth

er country saw their prosperity, she envied them, and sought

to oppress them here as she had done at home; she sent over

her fleets and armies to enforce her unjust mandates. Our

fathers, trusting in the Lord, took up arms, determined to

defend their rights; and the God of armies was with them,

and defeated the enemy, and led thena on to vićtory, inde

:

.

º

:

:

.

;
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pendence, and a rank among the nations of the earth. The

Lord has, since that period, greatly blessed and prospered

this nation, and favored us with every temporal and spiritual,

civil and religious privilege; he has caused us to become a

great, rich, and powerful nation. God has done great and

marvellous things for us as a people.

2. After God had done such great things for Israel, and

had settled them in the good land of Canaan in peace, where

they enjoyed his word and ordinances, and every blessing,

we should have supposed they would have forsaken all other

Gods, and feared, worshipped, and served the Lord Jeho

val, with all the heart. But instead of this, they sinned a

gainst him, they forsook the rock of their salvation, and

went after strange gods, and worshipped them, as it is said

in our context, They chose them new gods, and did evil in the

right of the Lord.

And has not our nation, in this particular, done as Israel

did, forsaken God, and done great evil in his sight? When

we consider what great things Gºd has done for our nation,

in planting of it in this good land, increasing, and prosper

ing them ; and when their enemies rose up, & came in like a

flood, the Lord litted up a standard, and arrested their pro

gress, and gave us vićtory, gave us peace, and established us

as a nation ; and blessed us on every hand, and gave us his

word, his sabbath, his gospel, and ordinances ; when we

consider how much God has done for us, might it not have

been expected that we should have been an obedient people,

that we should have chosen God for eur portion, and feared,

loved and served him, with all the heart; that our inquiry

would have been, What shall we render unto the Lord, for all

his benefits unto us, as a people But instead of this humble,

pious, obedient, holy condućt, we have, Jeshurun like,

waxed fat, and kicked against the Lord; we have as a people

forsaken the Lord G. d of our fºreia hers, and lightly es

teemed the rock of our salvation. Like Israel, we have

done great evil in the sight of the Lord, and provoked the

Holy One to arger All kit ds of iniquity has abound

ed in this nation, and been crving to heaven for vengeance.

We have been ungrateful to God, the giver of all our mer

cies; we have been ungrateful for our health and strength ;

upgrateful for our food and rainent ; ungrateful for our civil
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and religious liberty; ungrateful for peace, that we have en

joyed so long; ungrateful for the sabbath, the gospel, and its

ordinances; ungrateful for Jesus Christ, and his great salva

tion; ungrateful for the Holy Spirit, and his gracious influ

ences in the conversion of sinners.

Pride is a sin which has greatly prevailed in this nation.— .

We have been litted up with pride; we have been proud of

our independence; proud of our liberty; proud of our con-

stitutions of government; proud of our rulers, our num

bers, and wealth. Some have been proud of their religion;

and others of their wickedness, glorying in their shame.—

Pride is a hateſhl, dangerous sin. Pride goes before destruc

aion, and a haughty Airit before a fall. God is said to know

the Aroud afar off to hate Aride ; and he has said he will stain

the Aride of all flesh.

Profaneness is another awful sin in our land. We have

becoire a profane nation; thousands, and thousands, every

day, blaspheming the holy name of God, uttering horrid

oaths and imprecations upon themselves and others. All

ages and sexes are uttering this profane language; even little

ehildren, cursing and swearing, and taking the holy and

reverend names of God and Christ in vain. Thou shall not

*ake the name of the Lord thy God, in vain, is the divine com

mand ; by reaſon of ſwearing the land mourneth, and the Aleat

antAlaces of the wilderness are dried u/.

Intemperance is another prevalent sin in this nation ; the

intemperate use of spiritous liquors has become awfully a

Jarming. It is thought by some, that ardent spirits, cor

sumed in this nation, cost more than to maintain govern

ment; many are given up to intoxication, spending their

property, destroying their health, bringing shame and pov

erty upon their families, and fitting their souls for perdition.

This vice leads on to many others, such as idleness, gaming,

lewdness, and the like criminal vices. This sin has become

so prevalent and alarming, that serious people through the

state and nation, are uniting together and forming societies

for the express purpose of suppressing it

: Falsehood is another great sin, which increases the guilt

of this nation. A lying spirit has taken possession of the

hearts of many. What falseloods are uttered by many to

“cover their own wickedress; to deceive and cheat their tel
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low men in their dealings, and to injure the charaćters of men, 's

both in and out of office P. How are our public prints, which

ought to be vehicles of truth, turned into channels of false

hood and misrepresentation ?

Gaming and vain amusements are prevailing sins which ,

many live in, and many professed Christians too, to the dis

honor of God and disgrace of religion. Sabbath breaking

is a great sin in our land how is the Lord's day violated,

and turned by many into a holiday for feasting, and drink

ing, and visiting, and riding abroad, and doing worldly bu

siness? God said to Israel, If ye will not hearken unto me to ,

hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering .

in at the gates of jerwsalem, on the Sabbath day; then will I

#indle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the Aalaces

of jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched. -

Lewdness, perjury, and oppression, are great sins in this

land. Division, strife, and contention, are abounding sins,

which threaten the ruin of our nation ; for the Lord has said,

A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand." An inordinate

thirst for property and love of money is to be found among .

the prevailing sins in this nation. We are told in the word ,

of God, The love of money is the root of all evil. Perhaps there :

never was a nation that manifested greater love for money, .

and zeal to acquire wealth, than this nation has for many

years. It has been spoken of by other nations what lovers of .

money Americans were ; many have made a god of wealth,

and worshipped mammon. It is owing to this cupidity in

many, that the noble flame of patriotism, that burnt. in the

hearts of their fathers, is quenched in them, and they are .

disposed to supply the enemy, for the sake of gain. Idola

try has been no small sin in this land: we have set up idols

in our heart, and worshipped them. Theft, and robbery, ,

ard murder, are great sins which not a few in this nation

have been concerned in perpetrating. The Lord said to Is

rael, Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me, even ſhi; :

whole nation. This has been our criminal conduct; we have

robbed God of that love, homage, praise and adoration,

which was his due, and our duty to render. Manv great

and awful errors have been embraced by many in this nation, ,

such as Arminianism, Antinomianism, Socinianism, Uni

versalism, Deism, and Atheism, Jesus Christ, the eternal
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Son of God, has been called an imposter; the Bible has been

ridiculed as priestcraft and delusion; experimental religion

has been denounced as enthusiasm, and the work of the spir

it of God ascribed to Satan by many. A preached gospel

and holy ordinances have been despised and neglected, and

opposition to God, to Christ and his holy kingdom, has

greatly abounded in this nation. Oſ what a sinful people

we have been ; what evil we have done in the sight of the

Lord, to provoke him to anger, and pull down judgments

upon us, as it is at this time? Our sins have been the pri

mary cause of all our sufferings, and our calamity at the

present day; I fear and deprecate them more than all the

enemies that have, or can come against us. -

- 3. God was angry with Israel for their idolatry, ingrati

tude profaneness and wickedness, and to punish them, he

sold them into the haid of Jabin, a powerful king of Ca

riaan, as appears from our context. Jabin was a great king

in those days; he had nine hundred chariots of iron for war

and his army was equal. It is written, twenty years he,

mightily oppressed the children of Israel ; he disarmed them

and made them tributary; he had his soldiers stationed thro'

the land, & by the highway's, & their oppressions were sucí.

that it is said by Deborah in her song, that the villages were

deserted by their inhabitants; the high ways were uncedu%ied,

and the travellers walked through by ways to avoid the enemy :

when even the women went out to draw water, the archers

would wantonly shoot their arrows at them. Thus the Lord

for twenty years suffered the tyrant Jabin to oppress Israel,

to punish them for their wickedness, to humble them, and

cause them to feel their dependence upon him. Now the

Lord has been treating our nation in the same way, and for

the same reasons. To punish us for our many and grea.

sins against the Lord, he has suffered the king of England, for

about twenty years, mightily to oppress us. It is about

twenty years since England began to impres; our seamen at 3

take our vessels on one pretext or another, and insult us a:

make depredations upon us; and there is n > doubt we have

been pluridefºd of vastly more property, and have stºrs:

-

*ore personal injury, in the course of twenty year, ſº the
º

|
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king of England and his nation, than Israel did in the same

time from Jabin and his nation. , Jabin was a powerful king,

he had nine hundred chariots of Tron. George the third

has been a powerful king; he has had a thousand ships of

war, and by them he has commanded the ocean and claimed

it as his property; by them he has plundered the nations,

slaughtered thousands and tens of thousands, reduced cities to.

ashes, and spread desolation far and wide. With his thous

and ships he has committed every outrage and cruelty, and

robbery, and murder, manstealing and depredation, that the

most barbarous nations have been guilty of. England has

taken from us, in time of peace, without any just provoca

tion, about a thousand vessels, with their rich cargoes, car

ried them into her own ports, condemned and sold them,

and put the money into her own coffers, to the amount of

many millions of dollars. All this we have borne without

resistance for many years. We have complained and re

monstrated, and plead with them by negociation, to cease this

plundering and taking our vessels, and to do us justice.—

They have amused us with fair words but continued the

praćtice. “Can the annals of history ſurnish an instance,

where a nation at peace with another nation, and without

giving any just cause of offence, has been plundered to the

amount our nation has * Not one I presume. There never

was, and I trust there never will be such a case, while man

inhabits the earth.

But this oppression, great and long as it has been, is not to

be compared to another we have endured ; that is, impress

ing, holding in cruelbondage, starving, whipping, and some

times putting to death our native citizens, who are seamen.

For twenty years they have continued the practice of im

pressing our seamen, out of our merchant vessels, aboard

their ships of war; this I consider to be manstealing, which

the word of God ranks among the greatest crimes. It is im

possible to ascertain the exact number they have impressed ;

iyut from the public documents I have seen, from the num

bers found on board their ships we have taken, and the state

ment of their muster books which have fallen into our hands,

from the best information that I have been able to obtain on

“his subjeć, it is my opinion, that in the course of twenty.
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years Great Britain has impressed more than twenty thousand

of our seamen, multitudes of whom were native born Ame

ricans. Thus the husband has been torn from his beloved

wife and children; the son from his parents, his brothers,

and sisters; the citizen from his home and native land; and

been wafted to distant climes, and held in cruel bondage, one,

five, ten and eighteen years. To hear the statement of some

under oath, who have lived to return, describing their suf

ferings, is enough to fill the soul with horror: some depose

and say, when they were impressed, because they would not

enter, they have been put in irons, kept on bread and water,

and whipped a dozen lashes every week, until, worn down

by hunger and scourging, they were forced to enter. One

deposed, that after he was impressed he attempted to escape,

was taken, carried back, and whipped sixty lashes, and then

immersed in cold water one hour. This is the way our na

tive citizens have been tortured aboard their floating Bastiles.

Who that has American blood running in his veins, can hear

of these cruelties inflićted on our own citizens, without in

dignation ? Yet we are told by some that this is a small affair,

not worth contending for a moment; but let such unfeeling

souls be placed under the discipline of a British man of war,

for one year, and they would no longer speak with such ap

athy about the sufferings of our scafaring brethren.

England has come into our waters with her ships, fired

upon our citizens and killed them. She has sent spies a

mong us, to stir up division, withdraw the people from their

government, and dismember the union ; she has armed and

excited the barbarians of the wilderness to make war upon

us, lay waste our frontiers, to butcher and scalp men women

and children; and the scalps, reeking in blood, I have un

derstood, they have been in the habit of purchasing at six

dollars a-piece—but am I stating the horrid condućt of a

christian nation, or that of Turks and Arabs Yes, that of a

Christian nation towards a Christian nation. I have been

noticing some of those evils and oppressions we have been

suffering from that government, which has been styled, “the

&ulwark of our religion, and the world's last hope.” But from

such a bulwark, may the Lord in mercy save us and our pos

serity. However pious and godly many of the people in
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England may be, and I believe God has many dear children.

there, who are groaning under the oppression of their rulers;.

yet I do believe in my heart, that there is not a more cor

rupt and wicked government on earth than the British gov

ernment; they have in my opinion caused more wars, blood

shed, misery and desolation on the earth than any other go

vernment ; I believe they have been the cause of most of

the wars Napoleon has been engaged in, which have caused

rivers of blood to flow. No doubt they were the cause of

the late war between France and Russia, which the last year

swept (probably) three hundred thousand souls into eternity.

I believe the blood of millions is crying to heaven for venge

ance upon this corrupt government, and undoubtedly the

time is not far distant, when the Lord in his anger will over

turn it; and in answer to the prayers of the good people of

England, bless them with a better government. The cru

elties which have been perpetrated by this government on

her own subjećts in England and Ireland, on the Danes, and

in many parts of Europe, in the East and West Indies, in

Africa and America, are enough to astonish heaven and earth

were they fully known: but enough is known to fill the

soul with horror |

What wanton waste of property did they cause in this

land in the former war Fälmouth, Charlestown, Danbury,

and many other fine towns were wantonly burnt to ashes —

But this was nothing compared to the savage cruelties com

initted on our poor prisoners, that the fortune of war had put

in their power. More than eleven thousand, it has been

said, were poisoned, starved, and by other cruel treatment;

destroyed aboard their prison ship, at New York; and Wil

liam Cunningham, who was provost martial to the royal ar

my at New-York, (afterwards executed for forgery) confess

ed before his execution, that with and without the orders of

his government, more than two thousand American prisoners

he had starved to death in the different churches of New

York, where they were confined; and that he had caused two

hundred and seventy-five to be hung in the dead of the night,

and buried Give car, O Heavens ! and be astonished, O

earth ! ! This was the way our poor fathers, and brethren,

were sacrificed by this government and its agents, in the last

\
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war; and they have begun the same horrid practice again in .

the present war. They allow their savage allies to murder,

and scalp our poor wounded prisoners, and then leave them

unburried for the swine to feed upon, as was the case at the

River Raisin; and all too in violation of solemn articles of

capitulation : other prisoners they have shut up in infected

jails and prison ships, and kept them on rotten damaged pro.

visions, until disease has ended their days. But my heart

sickens, and my nerves tremble, at the recital of these barbar

ities and cruelties which we have suffered from this nation.

Now say, my hearers—say an impartial world—have we not

eause of war with this nation ?, Is not the war, in which we

are engaged just 2 and may we not believe a Gad of justice

approves of it

4. Israel was so oppressed by Jabin, and had borne his

tyranny so long, even twenty years, that it was the will of

the Lord, that they should take up arms, and go to war, and

fight the oppressors. And the Lord revealed his mind & will.

to Deborah a prophetess. The people cried unto the Lord in

their distress, & he heard them, he saw that they had borne the

oppression of this haughty tyrant long enough without resist

ance ; hence he directed Deborah to call Barak, and order

him to collečt an army and fight their oppressors. Here is

one instance among many others, recorded in the Bible,

where it was the will of God for a nation to go to war with

their oppressors, for the defence of their just rights; and I as .

fully believe, that it is the will of the Lord God of our fore

fathers, that our nation should take up arms, and go to wir

with Great Britain our oppressor. For aught 1 can see, as

great causes existed for war in our case, as did in Israel's.

They had been oppressed for a longtime, even twenty years;.

so have we. Their oppressors were powerful, they had

nine hundred chariots of war; our oppressors are powerful,

they have a thousand ships of war. Israel had been robbed,

and plundered, and their persons enslaved. We have been

plundered of millions, and many of our citizens enslaved.

Their essential rights were assailed; so are ours. . They un

doubtedly remonstrated against the condućt of their oppres

sors; we have done the same. We have remonstrated, ne

gociated, implored, and entreated our oppressors to cease
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their depredations, leave off impressing, abusing, and en

slaving our citizen seamen ; but all to no purpose. Now if

we have been oppressed as long as Israel was—if we have

been plundered as much as they were--if we have been en

slaved, and the persons of our citizens injured as much as

they were—if we have given the enemy no just cause to op

press and injure us—if we have sought for years in the most

fair and honest way to obtain redress of our grievances in a

peaceable way—why is it not just and right for us now to

draw the sword, and defend our rights And have we not ev

idence that it is the will of God? and that he approves of the

war in which we are now engaged against Great Britain I

believe we have.

In this age of the church and the world, we are not to ex

pećt the Lord to make known his mind and will by special

revelation, as he did to Israel; neither are we to look for his

iniraculous interposition in our favor, and the destruction of

our enemies, as he granted to Israel. But we are to judge of

God’s mind and will, from a view of his moral charaćter,

which is eternally the same, and from parallel cases, where

God has declared expressly or implicitly his approbation of a

nation's going to war for the defence of the rights and bles

sings he has bestowed upon them. Now, judging by this

rule, I think it is a clear case, that God approves of the war in

which we are now engaged for the defence of our just rights.

I am far fiom supposing it would be just and right for a na

tion to go to war, for every insult and injury that they might

receive from another nation. No, to make a war just and

righteous, and have it approved by heaven, the injuries must

be many and great, and long persisted in; they must be with

out any just provocation ; and the injured nation must make

all suitable exertions, amicably and peaceably, to obtain re

dress of their grievances. Now I believe in my heart, all

this is true of our nation; I have in my possession all the

printed documents laid before Congress, of all the negociation

for years betwen our government and Great Britain, and I

cannot see what could have been said or done more by nego

ciation, to convince the enemy of their wrong, and prevail

with them to cease their depredations and oppressions, and

do us justice. For years, diplomatic language has been ex:
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hausted but in vain; hence the inference is clear as the sun

in the firmament of heaven, that the war, in which our nation

is engaged, is a just and a righteous war, and that God ap

proves it.

5. As we have evidence the war in which we are now en

gaged, is a just and righteous war, a war which God ap

proves, it is the duty of the whole nation to unite in it. It

was the duty of all Israel to unite and grant all their aid and

help in the war against Jabin their oppressor; every tribe,

city, town, and family belonged to the same nation, were all

bound together by the same national compačt, were liable to

the same oppression from the enemy, and would reap mutual

benefit in case of vićtory; hence it was the duty of all to

come up to the help of the Lord, the help of the Lord against

the mighty ; and, my hearers, it is equally the duty of our

whole nation, to unite and help in the war we are forced in

to, for the defence of our just and violated rights. It is the

duty of every state, every city, every town, every family and

person in this nation, to unite all their wisdom, all their

wealth, all their power, and all their energies, against the

common foe, who has so long and so wantonly oppressed us.

We all belong to the same nation : the states are all confed

edrated and bound together in the most solemn manner, un

der one and the same constitution ; we are a great body pol

itic, and as in the natural, so in the political body, if one mem

ber suffer, all the members suffer with it : or one member be hon

ored, all the members rejoice with it.

We have all been insulted, we have all been oppressed,

we have all been injured, we have all felt the effects of the

plunder and robbery of the enemy ; it has increased the

price of most foreign articles one third, which we all help

consume ; we are all hurt by the impressment of our poor

seamen; we are all concerned in the injuries heaped upon

our nation, and we shall all be benefited by compelling the

enemy to cease her depredations, and make a just and honor

able peace with us. Hence it is the imperious duty of every

se&tion of the country, of every part of the nation, to unitſ:

against our great and common enemy.

*

~~~~~~ --~~~
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6. I am led to observe, that some part of Israel refused

their aid and help in the war against Jabin, their cruel op

pressor, and the Lord was exceedingly displeased with then,

and he angel of the Lord ordered them to be cursed with a

bitter curse. When it was determined to take up afins a

gainst Jabin, there was undoubtedly an express sent to all the

tribes, to every town and city, to come up to the help of the

Lord, and afford their aid in some way against the enemy;

and we should have supposed they would all have united as

one man, to defend their violated rights, and obtain satis

faction for twenty years oppression. But this was not

the case ; some, it stems by the sacred account, turned out

and offered their services willingly : they were true patrio's.

This was the case with the tribe of Zebulon and Napthali,

and some others ; Israel was divided into tribes, much as

our nation is into states, and each tribe had a head or chief,

called a governor, as our states have. Some of these gov

ernors offered themselves and their people willingly, to help

in the war : see the 9th and 18th verse of the context—My

heart, said Deborah, is toward; the governors of Israel, that of -

rered themselves willingly among the Aeºle : bles, ye the Lord.

Zebulon and Na/h/hali were a Aeºle that jeoparded their lives

wnto the death, in the high/laceſ of the field. Issactar and Ben

jamin are celebrated as turning out and helping in this con

test, and some from some other tribes; but some of the tribes

and people would not help their brethren in this war; they

staid at home, and would not go ; some of the governors

would not let the people go ; some thought they had better

tamely bear their sufferings, than to wage war with such a

powerful enemy; they feared the nine hundred chariots of

iron; others thought the war would cost so much, that they

had better be slaves than engage in it; that probably they

should lose their lives or some of their friends; they had lost

their spirit and former patriotism, and were prepared to bear

the yoke of tyranny ; others, (urdoubtedly) had been favor

ed by the enemy, and perhaps had grown rich by trafficing

with them, and supplying their armies with provision. Those

of this class were from these or some other sordid mºtives, in

favor of the enemy, and probably justific d their horrido; pres

sion and cruelty in the land; sone of them might have inter

garried with the errºny, and formed special connexiºs, and
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were on terms of intimacy, and probably became worshippers

of their heathen gods. Hence they were utterly opposed to

the war; they had rather their nation should be oppresed

twenty years longer than go to war; such charaćters as these,

were then, what in modern times are called tories, enemies to

their own country, and friends to the enemy; such, undoubt

edly, were the inhabitants of Meroz, mentioned in our text.

Now the condućt of all in Israel who withheld their aid was

displeasing to God, but especially the condućt of Meroz; all

who refused their help were rebuked, but Meroz was cursed

see the context: For the divisions of Reuben there were great

thoughts of heart. Jºhy abodest thou among the she% folds, to

hear the bleatings of the flock 2 For the divisions of Reuben there

was great searchings of heart. Gilead abode beyond Jordan,

and why did Dan remain in shifts P Asher continued on the sea

shore, and abode in his breaches. All these were censured for

their notjoining in the war; but it seems their motives were

not so bad, and they were not so criminal, as the inhabitant;

of Meroz—see the text: Curseye Meroz, said the angel of the

Lord ; curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because they came

not to the help of the Lord, the help of the Lord against the migh

ty. Dr. Scott in his note upon this passage observes, “that

Meroz had been a flourishing city, but in consequence of

this curse it became so obscure, that its situation is at present

unknown. He observes, the inhabitants of Meroz, though

Israelites, feared the power, and valued the friendship of the

enemy, more than they dreaded the power, and desired the

favor of God, and therefore werejoined with the accursed

Canaanites,” -

. Now, my brethren, this condućt in Israel exhibits a pic

ture of the condućt of our nation since the declaration of

war. When we take into view the length and magnitude of

our sufferings from Great Britain; when we consider our

independence, bought with the best blood and treasure of

our fathers, our essential rights, and every thing we hold dear

in life, assailed and threatened to be tort from us; when all

Pacific means failed, and our government, after seven months

cool deliberation, resolved, as the last resort of an injured na

tion, to take up arms, and defend our persoas, property, and |
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violated rights; we might have reasonably expe&ted to have

seen the nation rise en maste, and unite as one man against the

common foe ; to see patriotism burn in every heart, as it

slid in '75, and run like lightning from Maine to Georgia,

from the Atlantic to the western boundary of the nation :

and to see the states emulous, which should be the most

prompt in furnishing their quota, and granting their aid in

this most righteous war. But alas ! we must tell the world

we are a divided people, for the world knows it ; like Israel

of old, in like circumstances, many are averse to the war,

and come not to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

Some of the governors withhold the people, and prevert their

coming to the help of the Lord, so that whole states have

withheld their aid; some of the people withheld their aid

from one motive, and some from another; some are afraid

of the great cost the war will be; they had rather the nation

should continue to bear all the oppressions of the enemy than

to be at the cost of a war; some are afraid of the thousand

ships of the enemy, and consider it presumption to go to

war with such a gigantic power; they feel we had better be

casy and pay tribute, and be plundered, and have a few

thousand of ous seamen enslaved, and some of them die un

der their sufferings, than to encounter the evils of a war.

Others there are who are bosom friends to the enemy, who

worship the same idol, monarchy, who have been distin

guished by her favors and enriched by her commerce, and by

supplying her with provisions, both lawfully and unlawfully.

These men are violent against the war, they brand it with

every epithet; they say it is unjust, impolitic, and wicked.

Some of them justify all the plunder, and murder, and man

stealing, and oppression of the enemy, and say, we ought to

bear it without a complaint, for England is fighting for the

liberties of the world. Men of this description will give no

aid themselves to the war, and do all they can to prevent o

thers. They rejoice at the defeats of our own arms, and

mourn at the defeat of the enemy. Now I believe this con

dućt is very cffensive to a holy God. I fully believe the

condušt of all who withhold their aid and help in this

righteous contest in which our nation is engaged, is repre

lºssible. But those who are taking sides with the enemy,
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paliating and justifying all their injuries, heaped and heaped

ipon us, from love of British gold or love of British monar
chy, and hatred to our own republican forms of government,

who will not come themselves, and who try to prevent oth

ers from coming up to the help of the Lord against the

mighty—I believe in my heart such men are tories, and ob:

noxious in the sight of heaven... And was there an inspired

Deborah among us, she would undoubtedly pronounce #

bitter curse upon them, as she did upon the inhabitants of

Meroz. A curse will follow such charaćters. For look,

my brethren at the fate of the tories of our revolution. Like

Cáin, whom God had cursed, they wandered as exiles and

vagabonds in the earth, shunned and abhorred by every one;

a curse pursued them to the grave, if not further ; and it ey

er will traitors and tories. But as it was in Israel, so it is in

our nation when called to arms, many of the governors and

people have offered themselves willingly, yea some have done

nobly, and particularly the people of Kentucky and Ohio,

Like Zebulon and Napthali, have jeopardized their lives ey

en unto the death in the high places of the field. Notwith:

standing the faint heartedness of some, and the opposition of

others, yet the great body of the nation, of its real and p' . .

sical strength, are true patriots, are hearty in the cause, all

are determined to die free before they will live slaves; many

of these offer themselves willingly, and are coming up to the

help of the nation against the mighty.

7. I observe once more. A nation that engages in a just

war, a war for the defence of her just rights, which is a war

that God approves, such a war he considers as his own cause,

and to help in such a war is to come to the help of the Lord,

and if the nation humble themselves for their sins, and cry

unto the Lord, he will be with them and grant them success.

He did Israel, and I have no doubt he will our nation. The

Lord went out before the little army of Israel, when they

marched against the nine hundred chariots of war, and dis

comfited the enemy. And has not the Lord gone out before

our little navy, when they have gone out to fight the thous

and ships of the enemy and what exploits have they done :

What vićtories have they achieved, to the lasting honor of

the nation, and the astonishment of the world
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It is admirable what our few ships of war have effected,

when they have come in conta&t with the enemy. Two of

their largest frigates have been sunk and another taken, and

brought into our ports. One sloop of war has been supk

and several taken. In the most of these cases the enemy

were cqual, in some superier, yet they were dreadfully cut to

pieces; their vessels made wrecks, and many of their men

killed and wounded, while our vessels have received but lit

tle injury, and but few men either killed or wounded. This

cannot be accounted for upon any other principle, than the

special interposition of heaven. On the sea the enemy has

oppressed us for twenty years : there they have plundered

our property; there they have enslaved our citizens. From

their ships of war the cry of our poor seamen [covered with

- blood and wounds] has gone up to heaven. The Lord has

been witness to their cruelty and oppression, on the ocean ;

and there he has given us success. Great Britain for twenty

years, in all her wars, has never met with so much on the

sea to stain her pride, as she has experienced from her few

ga'lant ships. Let the name of the Lord be praised who,

giveth us the vićtory.

And our private armed vessels have met with great success.

Niles’ Register states, that we have taken from the enemy

since the war, 369 vessels in about nine months. Surely

many of our valiant seamen have cause to exclaim with De

bora in the context, O my soul thou hast troddeu down strength.

But our success on the land hitherto hath not been equal

to that on the ocean. The failure of the northwestern army

in the outset deranged the whole campaign on the frontiers, the

last season. By the governor's withholding the men, & many

of the militia refusing to come upto the help of theLord against

the mighly, defeat and loss attended our arms in Canada.--

But there cur troops always signalized themselves when led

to ačtion. The enemy there have suffered as much as we

have. Many of the Indian towns have been laid waste, and

many of the savage barbarians have met the just reward of

1heir bloody deed. It is easy to account for the want of

success on the land. There has been want of men, of reg

aiiar troºps, wait of discipline and subordination, if not want

TT-----—--
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of system. All these will be remedied, ‘I trust, the coming

season, if the war continues, and the enemy will not listen to

overtures far peace. And I have no doubt of the final issue.

We shall finally be successful, although we have been beaten

twice, yea three times, like the children of Israel againstGib

eah. judges, chapter 20th; yet finally our enemy shall be

smitten down in their high places, by the edge of the sword.

For I am fully convinced the war on our part is just and

righteous; that the Lord approves it, and that he will turn

it on our side, and enable us to bring the enemy to just and

honorable terms of peace.

*

But, my brethren and friends, we as a nation, as a state, as

a town, as families and individuals, have a great duty to do.

And this duty calls upon us to enter upon it with all the

heart. It is our duty to fast and pray, and humble ourselves

before the great God. We should realize God's great good

ness to us and our nation, and be thankful ; we should take

into view the number, greatness, and aggravations of our

sins, and be humbled before God, and repent as in dust and

ashes. Our sins are many, they have gone up over us

as a thick cloud; they have reached heaven ; they have pro

voked God to anger, and he has suffered our enemies to op

press us, and bring war upon us, to punish us. We have

cause to adopt the language of Daniel the prophet, and say,

“O Lord, we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and

have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from

thyA'ecehts, and from thy judgments. O Lord, righteousness

&elongeth unto thee; but unto us confusion of faces, as at this

day. But to the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses,

though we have rebelled against him.

With humiliation, confession, and repentance of our sin,

we should add fervent prayer. If we are a praying nation

and people; if we pray in faith, and cry to God, he will

hear and answer, and help us in this time of war. We

should pray God to turn us as a nation to himself, and

bless us. That he would bless the President and congress,

and give them wisdom, fidelity and patriotism. That he

would unite the people, cement the confederation. and dis

pose the rulers and people in each state to do their duty, and
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come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. We

should pray the Lord to give wisdom, valor and prudence

to our commanders, health and courage to our soldiers and

mariners; shield them in the day of battle, and crown our

arms by sea and land with success, until our enemies are dis

osed fo make a just and honorable peace. We should pray

God to stay the pestilt nce, and give us health in all our bor

ders. We should implore him to bless the labors of the hus

bandman, make the earth fruitful, and favor us with a plen

tiful harvest. We should pray the Lord to put an end to

desolating wars, and bless all nations with peace and right

*eousness. O let us pray God to pour his spirit upon us,

and make us holy, and prepare us for all sufferings on earth,

and the enjoyment of himself in heaven.

O may the Lord hear our prayers and save our nation,

and all the glory shall be given to the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost, world without end. . Anºn.

24, 31 68


